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PREFACE. 


Tr»  book  hu  not  been  written  wiUiout  many 
mtsginnga  bs  to  ita  prob&ble  reception.  To 
cUTf  one  and  the  same  character  through  five 
•erenl  wtaia  vould  lecm  to  be  a  wUfnl  orer^ 
idnving  on  Uie  good-nature  of  the  public,  and 
17  persons  mtty  rtrf  reaaonably  suppose  it 
an  act,  of  itsolf,  that  ought  to  iinite  a  rebuke. 
To  this  natural  objection,  the  author  can  only 
ijr  that,  if  he  bsa  committed  a  grave  fault  on 
occiuion,  his  readers  are  in  some  measure 
aswerable  for  it.  The  favourable  manner  in 
rhich  the  more  advanced  career,  and  the  death 
of  Leatltcr-Stocking  were  received,  has  created, 
in  the  mind  of  the  author,  at  least,  a  sort  of  nc- 
■ity  for  giving  some  account  of  his  younger 
ft.  In  short,  the  pictares  of  his  life,  sueh  ux 
are,  were  already  90  complete  as  to  excite 
Be  little  desire  to  see  tlic  '  study,'  from  which 
liey  Iiavo  all  been  drawn. 
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*•  The  Leather-Stocking  Talcs,"  now  form  some- 
thing like  a  dnuaa  in  fire  acts ;  complete  as  to 
lODterial  and  de^gn,  though  probably  very  in- 
complete as  to  execution.  Such  as  thoy  arc,  Uic 
reading  world  has  them  liefoTe  it.  The  author 
hopes,  ahuuhl  it  decide  that  litis  particular  ant, 
tlic  last  in  execution,  tliough  the  first  in  Uie  order 
of  pertuol,  is  not  tiie  l>ett  of  tlic  serie*,  it  will 
also  come  to  tl)e  conclusion  tlial  it  Is  not  ab- 
solutely the  worst.  More  tlian  once,  he  has 
been  tempted  to  hum  his  manuscript,  and  to  turn 
to  aoiM  other  subject,  tliough  he  has  met  vritli 
u  encoamgemeiit,  in  the  course  of  his  labours, 
of  a  character  so  singular,  as  to  lie  worth  men- 
tioning.  An  anonymous  letter  from  Eughind  has 
reached  him,  written,  as  lie  thinks,  by  a  lady,  in 
whidi  he  is  urged  to  do  almost  the  x-ery  thing 
he  had  already  more  than  lialf  executed ;  a  request 
that  he  has  been  willing  enough  to  construe  into 
a  sign  that  bis  attempt  will  be  jiartially  forgiven, 
if  not  altogether  commended. 

Little  need  be  said  concerning  the  charaden 
and  scenerj'  of  this  tale.  Tlie  former  are  ficti* 
tioua,  a«  a  matter  of  course ;  but  tlic  latter  is  as 
true  to  nature  as  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
present  appearance  of  the  region  dcscril>cd,  and 
■neh  pfoliaUe  conjectures  concerning  its  ancient 
slate  as  could  be  famished  by  the  troaginatkin, 
•nablcd  the  writer  to  render  tt.    The  lake,  moun- 
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tuns,  TaUey  and  forests,  are  all  believed  to  be 
sofficientlf  exact ;  while  tlie  nver,  rock  and  shoal 
are  &itlifiil  transcripts  from  nature.  Even  the 
points  exist,  a  little  altered  by  rivilization,  but  bo 
nearly  answering  to  the  descriptions,  as  to  be 
eauly  recognised  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  the 
scenery  of  the  particular  region  in  question. 

As  to  the  accuracy  of  the  inddents  of  this  tale, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  author 
to  stand  on  his  rights,  and  say  no  more  than  he 
deems  to  be  necessary.  In  the  great  struggle  for 
veracity  that  is  carrying  on  between  History  and 
RctJon,  the  latter  has  so  often  the  best  of  it,  that 
he  is  quite  wilting  to  refer  the  reader  to  his 
own  researches,  by  way  of  settling  this  particular 
point.  Should  it  appear,  on  inquiry,  that  any 
professed  historian,  the  public  document,  or  even 
the  local  traditions,  contradict  the  statements  of 
this  book,  the  writer  is  ready  to  admit  that  the 
circumstance  has  entirely  escaped  his  observation, 
and  to  confess  his  ignorance.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  it  be  found  that  the  annals  of  America  do 
not  contain  a  syllable  in  opposition  to  what  has 
been  now  laid  before  the  world,  as  he  firmly  be- 
lieves investigation  will  show  to  be  the  case,  he 
shall  claim  for  his  legend  just  as  much  authority 
as  it  deserves. 

There  is  a  respectable  class  of  novel-readers — 
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mpectable  for  namben,  quite  u  much  u  for 
erery  thing  else — who  have  often  been  likened  to 
tbe  nuut  that  "  nngs  vhen  he  reads,  and  reads 
when  he  mngs-"  These  persona  are  exceedingly 
imaginatire  in  all  matters  of  &ct,  and  as  literal  as 
a  school-boy's  tianslatioD  in  erery  thing  that 
relates  to  poetry.  For  tbe  benefit  of  all  such 
parsons,  it  is  explicitly  stated,  that  Judith  Hatter 
is  Judith  Hatter,  and  not  Judith  any  one  else ; 
and,  geneially,  that  wherever  a  coincidence  may 
occur  in  a  christian  name,  or  in  the  coloor  of  hair, 
nothing  more  is  meant  than  can  properly  be  in- 
ferred firom  a  coinddence  in  a  Christian  name,  or 
in  the  coloor  of  hair.  Long  experience  has  taught 
the  writer  that  this  portion  of  his  readers  is  mudi 
the  most  difficult  to  please ;  and  he  would  res- 
pectfully suggest,  for  the  benefit  of  both  parties, 
^t  they  try  the  experiment  of  reading  works  of 
tbe  imagination  as  if  they  were  intended  for 
matters  of  facL  Such  a  plan  might  possibly 
enable  them  to  behere  in  the  possibility  of  fiction. 
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^^^H               CHAPTER                                         ^M 

^^^B            ncmlianfUn«Bib*lDMlT«kar*k                                  ^^M 
^^^^ft           Tbtfrbtoclmf  whatcnowliuriidM,                                    ^^| 
^^^^H             87  lbs  dnp  (M,  asd  nmic  in  it*  roar  >                                     ^^H 
^^^^B                Ion  oot  miin  iJu  Its*,  hul  lulare  morr,                                 ^^H 
^^^^^B             FrDM  tJicac  Duf  iaterricvf,  in  vbich  1  mmI,                             ^^^| 
^^^^H             PrMD  all  t  mar  b(,  or  h«tv  bna  before,                                    ^^H 
^^^^V            To  mingle  vltb  iW  aaiTcrtt,  and  feci                                    ^^H 
^^^^1          Hliai  1  eta  Bc'er  — fm.  T*t  cannot  all  coMeal  "                         ^^H 

^^^H  O.V  Uic  haman  ttOBginatioti,  events  produce            ^^| 
^^^tfae  e&ecU  of  tunc.    Tltiu,  h«  who  lias  tn-            ^^M 
^m      veUed  far  uid  teeu  much,  u  apt  to  fuicy  that             ^^H 
^M      be  has  lived  long  ;  and  the  history  that  most             ^^M 
^M      abooods  in  importaDtiDcidcDta,  soonest  assumes             ^^M 
^1       the  upect  of  antiquity.     In  uo  other  way  can             ^^M 
^m      we  account  for  the  venerable  lur  that  is  already             ^^M 
^^      gathering  around  American  annals.     When  the             ^^H 

^H             TOL.  t.                                                                                                              ^^M 
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mind  rereits  to  the  euliest  diys  of  colonul 
history,  the  peiiod  seetna  remote  uid  ohscore, 
the  thousand  changGs  that  tliicken  aJong  the 
links  of  recollection*,  throiring  b»ck  the  origin 
of  the  nitioa  to  *  diy  w  distant  aa  aeemingly 
to  reach  the  mista  of  time  ;  and  yet  four  tirea 
of  ordinary  duration  would  suffice  to  tranimtt, 
from  mouth  la  mouth,  in  the  form  of  tradition, 
all  that  civilized  man  hiui  achieved  witliin  the 
hmits  of  the  republic.  ;Vltliough  New  York, 
alooe,  possesses  a  population  materially  exceed- 
ing  that  of  either  oftlie  four  smallest  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  or  matenally  exceeding  that  of  the 
entire  Swisa  Confederation,  it  is  littic  more 
tlian  tvo  centuries  since  the  Duldi  ciimmenccd 
their  aettlemcnt,  rescuing  the  n^on  from  the  | 
B«Tage  atate.  Thus,  what  seems  renerable  by ' 
an  accumulation  of  changes,  it  reduced  to 
&miliarity  wl>cn  we  come  seriously  to  consider 
it  solely  in  connection  witli  time. 

This  gUoee  into  the  perspcctire  of  the  past,' 
will  prepare  the  reader  to  look  at  the  pictures 
we  are  about  to  sketch,  with  leas  surjiriso  than 
be  might  otherwi&e  foel ;  and  a  few  aitditional 
explanations  may  carry  him  back  in  imagina- 
tion, to  the  precise  contUtinn  of  society  that 
we  desire  to  delineate.  Jt  is  matter  of  history 
that  the  settlements  on  the  oastem  s)>orea  of 
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the  HtuboR,  ■ndi  ks  Clavendc,  Kinderhuolc, 
and  ereo  t\Mighluepai«,  were  not  rrg;anlcd  as 

:  from    Indian  incunioni  ■  oeniury  since  ; 

I  tboe  IS  still  standing  on  the  banks  uf  the 
riTcr,  and  witliin  muslcet-ahot  of  the 
wliarTes  of  Albany,  a  residence  of  a  )-ounger 
bnadi  of  the  Van  RenaseUen,  that  haa  loop- 
liofci  constructed  Tor  detooe  against  the  same 
oiAy  enemy,  although  it  dates  frum  a  period 
Jjr  so  dialsot.  Otlier  similar  mrmonals 
'^Of  the  in&ncy  of  the  country  are  to  be  found, 
naUercd  through  what  ts  now  deemed  the 
vary  centre  uf  American  civilisation,  atTordiog 
the  plainest  proofs  tluit  all  we  posseks  of 
•eeority  from  innuion  and  hostile  violence, 
is  the  growth  of  bat  Uttle  more  than  the  time 
that  is  frequently  filled  by  a  single  humui 
life. 

The  incidcnta  of  this  tale  occurred  Iietween 
the  years  1740  and  17-15i  when  the  settled  poiw 
tioas  of  the  colony  of  New  York  were  confined 
to  the  four  Atlantio  couatiot,  a  narrow  belt  of 
ooontry  on  each  side  of  the  Hudson,  extending 
from  its  mouth  tu  tlie  falls  near  its  head,  and 
to  a  few  advanced  "  neighbourhoods"  un  tlie 
Mohawk  and  tlie  Scholiarie.  Broad  bclu  of 
the  virgin  wilderness,  not  only  teavltcd  Uie 
shores  of  the  first  river,  but  ihey  even  crostied 
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it,  strMchin^  away  into  New  En^Iind,  and 
affording  forest  covers  to  the  noiseless  moccAtin 
of  the  nstire  warnor,  as  he  trod  the  xccrct  nnd 
bloody  war-piitl».  A  I)ird's-eyc  riew  of  the 
whole  n^ion,east  of  the  MinHis^iippiiinust  then 
have  offered  one  v«»t  expaiise  of  woods, 
relieved  by  a  comparatively  narrow  fiin^  of 
cultivation  along  tlie  sea,  dotted  by  the  glitter- 
ini;  surfaces  of  lakes,  and  intersected  by  tlic 
waving  hncs  of  rivers.  Id  such  a  vast  picture 
of  loletnn  solitude,  the  district  of  country  we 
design  to  paint  sinks  into  inai^nificancc,  though 
wc  fed  encouraged  to  proceed  by  the  convic- 
tion that,  with  slight  and  immaterial  distinc- 
tions, he  who  succeeds  in  giving  an  accurate 
idea  of  any  portion  of  this  wild  region,  must 
necessarily  convey  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of 
the  whole. 

Whatever  may  be  the  clumget  produced  by 
man,  the  eternal  rotinii  of  the  sea»ons  i«  ui» 
broken.  tJumuicr  and  winter,  »e«d-time  and 
harvest,  return  in  tlteir  stated  onler,  with  a 
sublime  precision,  affording  to  man  one  of  the 
noblest  of  all  tlie  orcasions  be  enjoys  of  proving 
the  high  powers  of  his  far-readiing  mind,  in 
compassing  the  laws  that  control  their  exact 
uniformity,  and  in  calcuUling  tlidr  never' 
ending  rovolutions.    Ccnturua  of  summer  suns 
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bad  vrarmtd  the  tops  of  the  same  noble  oaks 
and  iiines,  sending  tlicir  heats  crcn  to  the 
tensoioiu  roots,  when  roiocs  were  heard  calling 
to  each  other,  in  the  depths  of  a  forest,  of 
iriiidi  the  leafi^  aoiftcc  lay  bathed  ia  the 
briUtattt  light  of  a  cloudless  day  in  June,  while 
the  trunks  uf  the  tract  rose  in  gloomy  grandeor 
in  the  shades  beneatli.  The  calh  were  in 
different  tones,  evidently  proceeding  from  two 
men  nhu  had  lost  their  way,  and  were  search- 
big  in  diflfervnt  directions  for  tlieir  path.    At 

rjength  a  sliout  proclnimed  socccm,  and  pre- 
sently a  man  broke  out  of  the  tangled  labyrinth 
of  a  small  swaniji,  emerging  into  an  ojiening 
that  appeared  to  have  been  fonn«<l  partly  by 
the  ravines  of  the  wind,  and  jrartly  by  tliose 
of  fire.  This  little  aren,  whicli  iLfTorded  a  good 
new  of  the  hky,  although  it  was  pretty  well 
iUed  with  dead  trees,  lay  on  the  tide  of  one  of 
lugh  hills,  or  low  mountains,  into  which 

^nearly    the  whole    stufiuw    of  the  adjacent 
country  was  broken. 
••  Here  is  room  to  breathe  in!"  exdaimcd 
liberated    forester,  as  soon  as  he  found 

Eliimself  under  a  clear  sky,  shaking  his  huge 
frame  like  a  mattiff  that  has  just  escaped  from 
a  snow-bank ;  "  Hurrali,  Deerslay cr !  here  ii 
daylight,  at  last,  and  yonder  is  the  lake." 
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Tlicso  words  were  scarcely  uttered  when  the 
Kcond  forenter  daabed  uide  the  buHlies  of  the 
swamp,  afid  appeared  in  tlie  area.  Al^or 
makiDg  a  biuricd  adjastmeot  of  bis  um» 
and  disordered  dress,  be  joined  bis  companion, 
wbo  bad  already  begun  hia  dispositions  for  a 
halt. 

*'I>oyou  know  this  spot?"  demanded  tlie 
one  callnl  Decrslaycr,  "  or  do  you  about  at  the 
sight  of  Uie  sun  }" 

"  BoU>,  lad,  both  ;  I  know  the  spot,  and  am 
not  sorry  to  ace  so  useful  a  friend  aa  the  tun. 
Now  vrc  have  got  tlie  p'inta  of  the  compass 
in  our  minds,  once  more,  and  't  will  t>c  our 
own  faults  if  we  let  anytliing  turn  thvm  tupsy- 
turry  ug'in,  as  has  just  happened.  My  name 
it  not  Horry  Harry,  if  ibis  be  not  the  very 
q>ot  where  the  land-huntcra  'cnniped  last 
aummcr,  and  passed  a  week.  See,  yonder  are 
the  dead  bu»hea  of  tlieir  t>ower,  and  here  is  the 
spring.  Much  as  I  like  tlie  sun,  boy,  I've  no 
oocation  for  it  to  tell  me  it  u  noon;  this 
•tomaeb  of  mine  is  aa  good  a  time- piece  as 
is  to  be  found  in  the  colony,  and  it  idready 
p'inti  to  balf-paat  twelve.  So  oi>cn  the 
wallet,  and  let  us  wind  up  for  another  ux 
boors*  nn." 

At  this    suggestion,    liotli  ict    themselTea 
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about   tnaluDg  the  prcparmUoiu  neceaury  for 
tbdr  usual  frugal,  but  bcwrtf ,  meal.    We  will 
profit  by  tfaU  pause  in  the  disooone  to  gire  the 
reaider  some  idea  of  the  appearance  of  the  men, 
both  of  whom  are  destined  to  enact  no  inaig- 
nificant  parts  in  our  legend.  It  would  not  have 
been  easy  to  find  a  more  noble   specimen  of 
vigorous  manhood,  than    was  offered   in  the 
person  of  him  who  called  himself  Hurry  Harry. 
(lis  real  name  was  Ucnry  March ;  but  the  fron- 
bermen  having  cauj^ht  the  practioe  of  giving 
atAriqueti,  from  tlic   Indians,  the  appellation 
ol  Hurry  was  far  ofteticr  applied   to  him  tlian 
bis  proper  designation,  and  not  utifrcquentjy  ho 
htna  termed  Hurry  Skurry,   a  nick-name  he 
obtained  from  a  dashing,  reokleu,  ofT-hand 
^amnner,  and  a  phyncal  redtlesaness  that  kept 
hin  ao  constantly  on   the  move,  as  to  cause 
him  to  be  knoirn  along  tlic  whole  line  of  sca^ 
tered  bsbitatiotis  that  lay  between  tl>e  province 
and  the  Caiutdas.    The  stature  of  Hurry  Harry 
exceeded  six  feet  four,  and  bang  unusually 
veil  proportioned,   his  strcngtli  fully  realized 
the  idea  created  by  his  gigantic  frame.     The 
face  did  no  discredit  to  the  rest  of  tho  man, 
for  it  waa  both  good-humoured  and  handsome. 
His  air  waa  free,   and   though    his    manner 
ace— arily  partook  of  tlie  rudeness  of  a  border 


8 


TBB  PBBRSLAYan. 


life,  the  grandeur  that  pervaded  so  nohle  a 
phrsique  prevented  it  from  becoming  alto- 
gether vuJgsr. 

Dccrslayer,  as  Harry  called  his  compftnion, 
was  a  rer}'  different  person  iti  appearanoe,  m 
well  as  in  character.  In  stature,  he  stood  about 
six  feet  in  bis  mocraains,  bat  his  frame  wat 
comptratiTdy  light  and  stcnd«r,  showing  mu»> 
clcs.  however,  that  promised  unusual  agility, 
if  not  unusual  strength.  His  face  would  lia\'e 
had  httic  to  recommend  it  except  youth,  were 
it  not  for  an  expression  that  seldom  failed  to 
win  upon  those  who  Imd  leisure  to  examine  it, 
and  to  yield  to  tlte  feeling  of  confidence  it 
created.  This  expression  was  simply  tliat  of 
guileless  troth,  sustuined  by  an  earnestness  of 
purpose,  and  a  nnccrity  of  feeling,  tliat  rendered 
it  reniaikuble.  At  dmes  tliis  air  of  integrity 
aeeaied  to  he  so  simple  as  to  awaken  the  sus- 
pidon  of  a  want  of  the  usual  means  to  dis- 
crinttnate  between  artifice  and  truth  ;  but  few 
came  in  serious  contact  with  the  man,  without 
loting  this  distnut  in  respect  for  his  opinions 
Olid  motives. 

Bolii  these  frontier-men  were  still  yotrag, 
Hurry  having  reached  the  age  of  six  or  eight 
and  twenty,  while  Dccrslayer  was  aovcral  years 
his  junior.    Their  attire  needs  no  particnlar 
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doeription,  though  H  may  t>c  wrD  to  sdd  that 
it  wms  oonpoaed  in  no  srikU  degree  of  dressed 
deer-skins,  uid  \utA  the  umal  ngns  of  belong- 
ing to  those  who  juutsed  thdr  tiin«  between  the 
skirts  of  dviliLed  society  and  the  boundJess 
foccstm.  There  was,  notwithstanding,  some 
■ItentioD  to  smartness  and  the  pictoraaqoe 
ia  the  arrangement  of  Deenlayer's  dress,  more 
partieoUily  in  the  part  connected  with  his  arms 
and  acooutrements.  His  rifle  was  in  perfect 
conditian,  the  handle  of  his  hunting-knife  was 
neatly  carrcd,  his  powdcr-honi  was  omaincnted 
with  aoitable  devices,  hjjhtly  cut  into  the  niate- 
rial^  and  his  shot-pouch  was  decorated  with 
wampuni.  On  the  other  hand.  Hurry  Harry, 
either  from  oonstitationBl  recklirssnirss,  or  from 
a  Mcret  consciousness  how  little  his  appearance 
required  artificial  aids,  wore  every  thing  in  a 
careless,  slovenly  manni^r,  as  if  he  felt  a  noble 
&com  for  the  trifling  acccssorii.-s  of  dress  and 
ornaments.  Perhaps  the  peculiar  effect  of  his 
fine  form  and  groat  stature  was  inereued, 
rather  tlian  lessened,  by  this  onstodied  and 
disdainful  air  of  indifference. 

*^  Come,  Deerslayer,  fall  to,  and  prove  that 
you  have  a  Delaware  stomach,  as  you  say  you 
haTe  had  a  Delaware  cdication,"  cried  Hun^ 
aetliog   the  example  by  opening  his  mouth  to 
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raoMTO  ft  dice  of  cold  Tenboo  stoftk  tl»t  vould 
hcra  Bftde  ad  entire  meal  for  a  Kuropean 
pcftMtit ;  "  fall  to,  lad,  and  prove  yaat  mao- 
Iuxk!  on  UiU  poor  dcri)  of  a  doe,  with  jrour 
teetli,  fts  you've  already  done  with  your  ride." 

*'Nay,  Day,  Horry,  there's  little  manhood  in 
killing  a  doc,  and  that,  too,  out  of  season ; 
tboogh  there  might  be  some  in  bringing 
down  •  painter,  or  a  catamount,"  rctomed 
the  other,  diqwong  himself  to  oompty.  "  The 
Delawares  liare  gircn  me  my  naine,  not  to 
mocb  on  account  of  a  bold  heart,  as  on  oo- 
ODDnt  of  a  quick  eye,  and  an  actyrc  foot. 
There  may  not  be  any  cowardyce  in  oi,-crcoift- 
ing  a  deer,  but  sartin  it  is,  there's  no  glCftt 
ralour." 

"  The  Dcbwares,  themselres,  are  no  heroes," 
muttered  Hurry  through  his  teeth,  the  month 
bcmg  too  full  to  permit  it  to  be  fairly  o)>oned, 
"  or  tbey  wouh)  ttevcr  liare  allowed  them  lop- 
ing T^abonda,  the  Mingos,  to  make  them 
women." 

"  That  tnatlcr  a  not  nghOy  anderstood— Im 
never  been  rightly  exfdaincd."  said  DeerskTcr 
earnestly,  for  be  wma  aa  sealous  a  friend,  as  hia 
ooraiintiion  was  dangerous  aa  on  enemy ;  "  tlM 
Mei^we  fill  the  woods  with  tlicir  Ucs,  and 
tniaixHtceive  woidi  aad  treaties.    I  liavc  now 
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lired  ten  jt*n  vitfa  the  DcUwarvx,  and  know 
thea  to  be  as  maniiil  w  *ttf  otbcr  natioti,  when 
the  proper  time  to  strilcc  comn." 

*'H>ricG«,   Muter  Dccnlayer,  aince  we  are 

on  Uie  subject,  we  nay  u  well  open  our  toiod* 

CAcb  oiber  ia  a  mui-to-mtn  way  i  imsn-er 

r&M  one  qoesttoo ;  foo  hare  hid  ao  nocli  luck 

amoc^  the  game  aa  to  hare  gotten  a  title,  it 

would  Mcm,  bat  did   you  erer  bit  any  thing 

■n  or  inteUigible :  did  you  ever  pull  trig- 

oa  an  inimy  tliat  was  capable  of  pulling 

:  apon  yoa }" 

This  question  prodooed  a  ungnlar  cdUmoii 
between  raortigcatton  and  correct  feeling,  in 
the  boson  of  the  youth,  Uiot  waa  eauly  to  be 
traced  in  the  workings  of  his  ingennoDS  cottn- 
cte&anoe.  The  struggle  waa  abort,  however ; 
'vpri^tneaa  of  heart  aoon  getting  the  better 
of  ialse  pnde  and  Ironticr  boaatfulneM. 

**  To  own  the  truth,  I  never  did,**  answered 

LDcenLtyer;   "  aecing    that  a   fitting  oocaaion 

I  never  offered.   The  Dehwarea  hare  been  peace- 

I  able  ainoe  my  sojourn  witli  'ein,  and  1  hold  it 

to  be  oolawful  to  take  U>«  life  of  man,  except 

■n  open  and  gincixnis  warfare." 

"  What !  did  you  never  6nd  a  fellow  tttiev> 
ing  among  your  traps  and  eIuos,  and  do  the 
law  on   him   with    your   own   bands,  by  way 
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of  MTing  Uie  magtstntes  trouble,  in  tli«  settle- 
ments, and  tlic  rogue  himveir  tli«  costa  of  the 

"  I  am  no  tnpper,  HutT)-,"  returned  the 
young  man  proudly:  "  I  hvt  by  tlte  rifle,  a 
we'pon  at  which  1  will  not  turn  my  back  on 
any  otan  of  my  years,  atwcen  the  Hudson  and 
tlic  St.  Lawivncc.  1  never  offer  a  skin  that 
bax  not  a  bole  in  its  head  beside  them  which 
BAtur'  made  to  see  witb,  or  to  breatlie 
ifafoogh." 

"  Ay,  ay,  tliis  is  all  rery  wcU  in  the  animal 
way,  tliougli  it  makes  but  a  poor  fii^urc  nlong- 
■idos  of  scalps  and  and-busbes.  Shooting  an 
Indian  from  an  and-hush  is  acting  up  to  hla 
own  principles,  und  now  we  hare  what  you  call 
a  lawful  war  on  our  hands,  the  vooner  you 
wipe  that  disgrace  off  your  oonsdence,  the 
sounder  will  be  your  sleep ;  if  it  only  come 
firom  knowing  there  is  one  inimy  tlie  less 
pmwling  in  tlie  woods.  I  nludl  not  frequent 
your  society  long,  friend  Natty,  unless  yoa 
look  higher  than  four-fguted  beast*  to  practyse 
your  ride  on." 

"  Our  journey  is  nearly  ended,  you  say, 
Master  Mordi,  and  we  can  part  to-night,  if  yoa 
■ec  itrcaBioti.  I  Iuito  a  fri'nd  waiting  for  me, 
who  will  tliiuk  it  no  disgrace  to  consort  with 
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ft  fellow  crcfttur'  tliftt  hfti  ncrtr  jtt  ■bin  bit 
kind." 

"  I  wish  I  Icnew  wh&t  has  broBgbl  tbift 
alculking  Ue)«we  into  tliu  pftftoftlte  eomtty 
ttrly  in  the  ■CMoUt'*  mBttered  Unrry  to 
in  ft  Wftjr  ta  abov  cqtuQjr  diitruu  sad 
■  s  KckleaMMM  of  iti  betnrftL  "  When  Ad 
joa  ftftf  tbe  yottBg  chief  wat  to  pn  50a  tiM 


"  AtftimftU,  rotmdnck,  near  the  Am*  of  th* 

lake,  where,  thef  taO  aac,  tb«  tribes  an  gWaa 

I  resorting  to  make  tfatktnades,  and  to  bvrf 

their  kftUrhetft.    Tim  mk  I  htn  oAen  beard 

tbe  Delawmrea  mention,  tboo^  Uc  and  nd( 

an  cquftUy  stru^en  to  ne.    Tbe  ewwliy  ia 

t  ■JmiimJ  b^  both  Mingoa  and  MoUaBS,  aad  » 

a  fort  of  eommoo  territory  to  fish  bmI  baat 

thraupif  in  IwK  of  pcaeCf  tfaoapi  what  tt  Hf 

t  in  war-time,  tbe  Lord  obIj  Inowt !" 

CommoQ   tcnitot;  f*    TtctsJrocd     Harry, 

k&ai^ji^  ftlood.     "  I  should  tike  to  know  wbi* 

[Toes  Hotter  would  a^  to  tbaC?     He 

^«WaBi  the  lake  as  Us  own  property,  io  Tartac 

of  fifteen  jcan*   poawniaa,  and  will  noC  be 

■  Hbdlyteg>TeitBpeithertoMingoorDeUwarr» 

'  vitbont  a  baule  farit.'* 

*  And  what  wS  the  cobiay  my  10  saefa  a 
foaiTel }    AU  this  omotry  onst  have  aiMBa 
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owner,  the  gentry  pasbing  tJteir  cnvings  into 
the  vri]denies»,  even  where  thej*  ncrer  dare  to 
ventur*,  ui  their  own  'persona,  to  look  at  'em." 

"  'riiat  may  do  in  other  quarters  of  the 
colony,  Deerslayer,  but  it  viti  not  do  here. 
Not  a  bunion  being,  the  Lord  excepted,  own* 
afootof  s'ile  in  thia  ittitof  the  country.  Pen 
wu  iicrer  put  to  |<aper,  consaniing  either  hill 
or  Tftlley,  hcrenwny,  as  I've  beard  old  Tom  say, 
time  nnd  ag'in,  and  lo  he  claims  tlie  bent  right 
to  it  of  any  man  breathing;  and  what  Tom 
daims,  he^U  bcrcry  likely  to  nutintaia." 

"  By  what  I've  heard  you  say,  Hurrj%  this 
Floating  Tom  must  be  an  oncummoo  mortalj 
neither  Mingo,  Delaware,  nor  Palc-Fkoe^  His 
posacasion,  too,  baa  been  long,  by  your  tell, 
and  altogether  beyond  frontier  endurance. 
Wbst'a  tiie  man'a  history  and  iiatur'  ?" 

"  Why,  as  to  old  Tom's  humna  niitur*.  it  is 
not  niudi  like  oUier  men's  human  natur',  but 
more  like  a  musk-rat's  human  natur',  seeing 
that  he  takes  more  to  the  ways  of  that  animal, 
than  to  tltc  ways  of  any  other  fellow-creatur*. 
Some  tliink  he  waa  a  free  liver  on  tiic  salt- 
water, in  hU  youth,  and  a  companion  of  a  vartain 
Kidd,  who  was  hanged  for  piracy,  long  afore 
you  and  I  were  bom,  or  acquainted,  ahd  that 
h«  cauifl  up  Into  tliese  regions,  tlijnking  that 
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the  long's  cmisen  could  never  cross  the  mouo* 
taios,  and  that  be  might  enjoy  ttio  plandei 
peaccaUjr  in  the  woods." 

" Then  be  was  vrong.  Hurry;  very  wrong. 
A  man  can  enjoy  flxmdcipeacrabfy  nowlierc" 

"  That's  much  as  his  turn  of  miixl  may 
happen  to  be.  I've  known  tticm  tJiat  never 
ooold  enjoy  it  at  all,  unless  it  waa  in  the 
midst  of  a  jollification,  and  tltem  >g'in  Uiat  CQ- 
joyed  it  best  tn  a  comer.  Some  men  liare  no 
peace  tf  they  don't  find  plunder,  and  some  if 
Ihey  do.  Human  natur'  ia  erooked  in  theac 
matters.  Old  Tom  seems  to  belong  to  neitlicr 
let,  as  be  enjoys  his,  if  plunder  lie  has  really 
got^  will)  his  darters,  in  a  very  quiet  and  com- 
fortable way,  and  wishes  for  no  more." 

"  Ay,  he  has   darters,  loo  ;  I've  heard  the 
iDdawares,  who've  hunted  tliis-a-way,  tcU  Uieir 

stories  of  these  young  women.  Is  tliere  no 
mother,  Hurry?" 

"  There  was  once,  as  in  reason ;  but  she  bos 
now  been  dead  and  sunk  these  two  good 
years." 

"  Anan  ?"  said  Deersbyer,  looking  up  at  his 
companion  in  a  little  surprise. 

*'  Dead  and  sunk,  I  say,  and  I  hope  that's 
good  Kttglish.  The  old  fellow  lowered  his  wife 
into  the  lake,  by  way  of  seeing  the  last  of  her. 
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K>  I  cui  Icsttfjr,  bong  an  e^vitocss  of  the 
eenaoay;  but  wbethtr  Tom  did  it  to  tan 
dgpng,  wbich  ii  ao  nsj  job  unong  roots,  or 
oot  of  ft  conait  tW  nier  wasbcs  avrnj  sin 
sooner  than  'artfa,  u  more  thu  I  can  taj." 

"  Wh  tbe  pour  tronyui  oncommop  wicked, 
thai  ber  biulnni]  tbooM  take  so  aodi  paioa 
witb  het  body  r' 

"  Not  onreMontble ;  tbot^  the  had  ber 
&olti.  I  consider  Juditb  Hutler  to  hare  been 
u  gtaeefaij  and  about  as  likdy  to  make  a  good 
bid,  as  any  woman  who  had  tived  so  long 
beyond  tbe  sound  of  chard)  bells  ;  and  I  con- 
clude Old  Tom  sunk  her  aa  moch  by  way  of 
aavimg  pains,  as  by  way  of  taking  it.  lliere 
waa  a  little  steel  in  her  temper,  it's  true,  and  as 
old  llutter  ia  pretty  much  flint,  tlicy  struck  out 
tparka  oncc-aod-a-vhilc,  but,  on  the  whole,  they 
might  be  said  to  live  amicable  like.  When  they 
did  kindle,  tbe  Ibtcncrs  got  some  such  insights 
into  tborpast  bvei,  as  one  gets  into  tlic  darker 
parta  of  the  woods,  when  a  stray  gleam  of  sun- 
ahinc  finds  ita  way  down  to  tlte  roota  of  tho 
trees.  But  Juditli  I  shall  always  esteem,  aa 
it'i  reconmeod  enough  to  one  woman  to  betbo 
mother  of  such  a  creatur*  as  ber  darter,  Judith 
Hutler!" 

"  Aji  Judith  was  the  name  the  Dclawarea 
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mentioned,  tliragli  U  VM 
nduoo  of  tbcif  ovtt.     nm  toar 
do  oot  think  the  gtri  woold  modi 

*'  Tfaj  (miuj  !"  ecdkiiMd  Much,  tdkinf  in 
equally  at  the  indiflcrcDce  atul  at  the  |WiiiBip 
tion  of  hia  ooaipainoa,  "  what  the  deril  bare 
yoo  to  do  witha  &ncy,  and  that,  too,  eooa«m> 
tag  one  like  Judith }  Too  an  b«t  a  boy  ■ 
Np&og,  that  haa  nam  got  rooC  JoAlb  ha* 
had  mm  among  her  unton,  enr  mttix  the 
waa  fifteen ;  which  »  oo«r  near  five  yean;  lod 
will  iMtbei^eventooHtalook  apoa  ahatf- 
grown  crcaltir'Ufce  jroa  f* 

**  It  IB  Jane,  and  there  b  not  a  ekmd  Ktween 
OS  and  the  aon,  Huny,  to  >□  this  heat  it  Dot 
wanted,"  answered  tJie  otlter,  altogcAer  oafii- 
turbed ;  **  any  one  may  have  a  bney,  and  a 
iqnirrel  haa  a  r^tto  makeup  hia  mind  toocb- 
ing  a  catamount-" 

"  Av,  bot  it  night  not  be  wiae,  alwaya,  to  (et 
the  catamonat  know  it,''  growled  &lardi.  "  Bat 
yoti'reyovagand  thoagbtlen,  and  111  orerlook 
yoorigDonnoe.  Come,  Deenlayer,"  be  added, 
with  a  good>natDrcd  hag^,  after  pktuing  ■ 
aoBCBt  to  reflect,  "  come-,  Deendayer,  we  aie 
sworn  fii'Dda,  and  will  not  qoarrd  abovt  a 
Bgbt*BnDded  jilting  jade,  joat  bceaiue  the  h^K 
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pens  to  be  buicUoaw ;  more  .especUllj*  as  jroa 
bare  sever  seen  her.  Jodith  is  only  for  m  man 
iriioM  teeth  show  the  full  narks,  and  it's 
foolish  to  be  afeard  of  a  bor.  niiat  did  the 
Delaware^  mj-  of  the  hussy ;  for  an  Indian, 
after  all,  has  his  notiotu  of  woman-kind,  oa 
veil  as  a  white  man  s" 

**  llkey  said  she  was  fair  to  look  on,  and  plea- 
sant of  speech ;  but  over-given  to  aduitrcrs,  and 
Ught-tninded.'* 

"  They  are  devils  incarnate !  After  all,  what 
achoolmaster  is  a  match  for  an  Indian,  in  look- 
ing into  natur*!  Some  people  think  tliey  are 
otdy  good  on  a  trail,  or  the  war  path,  but  I  say 
that  they  arc  pbiloKiphers,  and  understand  a 
man,  as  well  as  they  understand  a  beaver,  and 
a  woman  as  well  as  they  understand  either.  Now 
that's  JudJtIi's  character  to  a  riband  1  To  own 
the  truth  to  you,  Dcerslayer,  I  should  have 
mairied  the  ga]  two  years  since,  if  it  bad  not 
been  for  two  |)articular  things,  one  of  which  was  i 
tliia  very  light-mindedness." 

"And  vhat  may  have  been  the  other ?^ 
demanded  the  hunter,  who  conlinued  to  eat 
Uka  one  tliat  took  very  little  interest  in  the 
sobject. 

"  T'other  wu  an  unsartainty  about  her 
bating  me.     The  hussy  is  lumdsorac,  and  she 
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knotrs  it.  Boy,  not  m  tree  that  »  growing  in 
these  hilU  is  straighter,  or  wxves  in  tiie  wind 
with  an  easier  bend,  nor  did  70a  erer  tee  the 
doe  that  boondod  with  a  more  nat'ral  motion. 
If  that  wu  all,  CTi-ry  tonfjue  would  sound  her 
|vaiac« ;  but  she  has  such  failings  that  I  find  it 
hard  to  OTCrlook  them,  and  sometinies  I  swear 
111  nerer  visit  the  lakeag'in." 

<*  M'hich  is  the  reason  that  you  always  come 
back }  Nothing  is  ever  made  mon  rare  by 
■wearing  about  iL" 

'*  Ah,  Deeralaycr,  you  arc  a  novelty  in  tbeae 
partic'lars ;  Iteepirtg  as  true  to  cdicatlon  aa  if 
you  had  never  left  the  settlements.  With  me 
the  case  in  different,  and  1  never  want  to  cdinch 
an  idee,  thnt  1  do  not  fed  a  wish  to  awcAr 
about  it.  If  you  know'd  all  that  1  know  coa- 
aambg  Judith,  you'd  find  a  justification  for  ■ 
little  rursing.  Now,  the  officcM  dometimc*  stray 
over  tu  tlic  lake,  from  the  forts  on  tlic  Mulutwk, 
to  fiah  and  hunt,  and  then  the  crcatur'  seemi 
beside  herself  I  You  can  see  it  in  the  manner 
in  which  she  wears  her  finery,  and  the  airs  she 
gives  herself  witli  tlte  galhints." 

"  That  is  unseemly  in  a  poor  man's  darter,** 
returned  DcersUyer  gravdy,  "  the  officers  arc 
all  ;;mtry,  and  can  only  look  on  such  as  Judith 
with  evil  intentions." 
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"There's  the  unsaruintr,  »nd  the  damper! 
I  have  my  misgivings  about  a  portlcuUr  cap- 
tain,  and  Jade  has  no  one  to  blame  but  her 
own  folly,  if  I'm  wrong.  On  the  whole,  I  with 
to  look  upon  her  as  modest  and  becoming, 
and  yet  Uie  clouds  tliat  drive  among  these  hilts 
are  not  more  onsartain.  Not  a  dosen  white 
men  hare  ever  laid  eyes  upon  her  since  sh« . 
was  a  child,  and  yet  her  airs,  wiUi  two  or  tliree  i 
of  these  officers,  nre  extinguUhers !" 

"  1  would  think  no  more  of  surh  a  woman, 
but  turn  my  mind  altogether  to  tlie  forest ;  that 
will  never  deceive  yoa,  being  ordered  an<l  ruled 
by  a  hand  titat  never  wavers." 

"  If  you  knuw'd  Judith,  you  would  see  bow 
much  easier  it  is  to  say  this,  tlisn  it  would  bt ' 
to  do  it.  Could  1  bring  my  mind  to  be 
about  the  officers,  1  woul<l  carry  the  gal  off  to 
the  Mohnwk  hy  force,  make  her  nisrry  me  in 
spite  of  her  whiffling,  and  leave  Old  Tom  to  the 
care  of  Hetty,  his  other  chUd,  who,  if  she  be 
not  as  handsome,  or  as  quick-witted  as  ber 
sister,  is  mud»  the  most  dutiful." 

"  Is  tliere  another  bird  in  the  mme  nest  ?"' 
asked  I>eenilayer,  raising  his  eyes  with  a  species 
of  balf-awakcned  curiosity — "  the  DeUwarea 
•poke  to  me  only  of  one." 

"That's  nat'ral  eaoogh,  when  Juditli  Hutter 
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Ilctt}*  flutter  are  in  question,  tletty  is 
only  comely,  while  Iter  sister,  I  tell  thee,  boy^ 
i*  ftuch  unotlier  nn  is  not  to  b«  found  atween 
tltia  and  the  Hea :  Judith  is  as  full  of  wit,  and 
talk,  and  cunning,  as  an  old  Indian  orator, 
while  poor  Hetty  is  at  beat  but  'compass 
meant  us,' " 

"  Ansn  ?"   inquired  a^n  the  Dccrslaycr, 

"  Why,  what  the  officers  call '  compass  meant 
OS,'  which  I  understand  to  signify  that  she 
means  al«-ays  to  go  in  tlic  right  direction,  but 
tometinics  doesn't  know  how.  '  Compass'  for 
the  p'int,  and  '  meant  us'  for  the  intention.  No, 
poor  Hetty  is  what  I  call  on  the  rargc  of 
ignorance,  and  sometimes  she  stumbles  on 
one  side  of  the  line,  and  sumctiraes  on 
t'other." 

**  Tlicm  arc  beings  that  the  Lord  has  in  his 
'special  can;,"  said  Dccrslaycr,  solemnly ;  "  for 
he  looks  carefully  to  all  who  fall  short  of  their 
proper  share  of  reason.  'Hie  Redskins  honour 
and  respect  tliem  who  are  so  gil^inl,  knowing 
that  the  Evil  Spirit  dcliglits  more  to  dwell  in  an 
artful  body,  tlian  in  one  that  has  no  cunning 
to  work  upon.'* 

*'  111  answer  for  it,  then,  tlint  he  will  not  re- 
main long  with  poor  Hetty — for  the  child  is 
just  •  compass  meant  us,'  as  I  ha™  told  you. 
Old  Tom  has  a  feeling  for  the  gal,  and  so  has 
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Judith,  quidt-witted  nml  gtorioua  as  sfae  ta 
beractr;  else  would  I  not  irnswer  fur  her  )>etng 
altogether  s«ie  among  the  sort  of  men  that 
somctiraes  meet  on  tlte  lake  shore." 

"  1  thought  this  water  an  unknown  and  Uttle- 
frequciitetl  sheet,''  uhseircd  the  Decrslaycr, 
cvidcntljr  uneasy  at  the  idea  of  being  too  near 
the  world. 

"  It's  all  tliat,  lad,  the  eyes  of  tvcnty  wlitte 
men  ncrer  having  been  laid  on  it ;  stiU,  twenty 
true-bred  frontiersmen — hunter*,  and  trappers, 
and  soouUi,  and  the  like— can  do  a  deal  of  mis- 
ditef  if  lliejr  try.  Twould  be  an  awfid  thing 
to  me,  Dcerslayer,  did  I  find  Judith  married, 
after  an  absence  of  six  months  V 

"  (lave  you  the  {ral's  fiutb,  to  inoourage  yoa 
to  hope  otlierwiso  !" 

"Not  at  all.  I  know  not  how  it  ia— I'm 
good-looking,  boy ;  that  much  I  can  sec  in  any 
•pring  on  which  the  sun  shines — and  yet  I 
eould  never  get  the  husay  to  a  promise,  or 
even  a  cordial  wiUing  smile,  though  ^he  will 
kuji^  by  the  hour.  If  she  /uu  dared  to  marry 
in  my  absence,  shell  be  like  to  know  the  pUa> 
surcs  of  n-idowhood,  afore  she  is  twenty  !" 

"Too  would  not  barm  the  man  she  luul 
chosen.  Hurry,  simply  because  she  found  him 
more  to  her  Uking  than  yourself  P' 

*'  Why  not !     If  an  coemy  crosses  my  path 
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•ill  I  not  beat  him  out  of  it !  L#ook  M  tot — 
am  I  s  man  like  to  let  uiv  sneaking,  cnwUng, 
■kin-tnuler,  get  the  better  of  me  in  a  matter 
that  toachea  me  n  near  as  the  kindni>ss  of 
Judith  Hutter  t  Bendes,  when  wc  lire  beyond 
law,  we  must  be  our  own  judges  and  execu- 
tionera.  And  if  a  man  tkoutd  be  found  dCAil 
in  the  woods,  who  a  there  to  say  who  slew 
lum,  eren  admittii^  that  tJie  Colony  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  mftke  a  atir  about  it  ?" 

"  If  that  mnn  thoald  be  Judith  flutter'a 
htuband,  after  what  liut  pnssL-d,  1  miglit  tell 
•nongh,  at  least,  to  put  the  Colony  on  the 
ttmil." 

"Yoo! — half-grown,  rcnison-hnnting,  bant- 
ling I  Tou,  dare  to  think  of  informini;  aiiainst 
Hurry  Hairy  in  so  much  as  a  matter  touching 
a  mink,  or  b  woodchuclc'* 

"  1  would  dare  to  epeak  truth,  Hurry,  con- 
ing you,  or  any  man  that  crcr  lived.'' 

March  looked  at  his  companion,  for  a  mo- 
ment, in  silent  amazement ;  then  seixing  him 
by  the  throat,  with  both  hands,  he  shook  lus 
comparatiTely  sligbt  frame,  with  a  violence  that 
menaced  the  dislocation  of  some  of  the  bones. 
Nor  was  this  done  jocularly,  for  anger  flashed 
from  the  gianfs  eyes,  and  there  were  certun 
iigiui,    that  seemed  to  threaten  much   more 
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earnestness  than  the  occ««on  would  tiqMMfftO 
csll  for.  Whatever  might  be  the  real  intenttoti 
of  March,  and  it  is  probable  there  was  none 
settled  in  his  mind,  it  is  certain  that  he  war 
unusually  aroased  ;  and  roost  men  who  founu 
themselves  throttled  by  one  of  a  mould  so  -  - 
gantic,  in  such  a  mood,  and  in  a  aotitude  so 
deep  and  lieljiletts,  would  have  felt  intimidated, 
and  tempted  to  yield  even  the  right.  Not  so, 
however,  with  Deeralayer.  llis  oouilcnance 
remained  unmoved ;  his  hand  did  not  Khakc, 
and  his  answer  was  given  in  a  vc  ce  thnt  did 
not  resort  to  the  aiti6ce  of  louder  tones,  even, 
by  way  of  proving  its  owner's  rc»)luttoii. 

**  You  nvay  shake,  Huiry,  until  you  bring 
down  tite  mountain,"  he  aa'id  quietly^  "  but 
nothing  beside  tnitb  will  you  shake  from  me. 
It  is  probable  that  Judiih  Huttcr  has  do  hus- 
tiand  to  slay,  and  you  may  never  have  a  ehanoo 
to  waylay  one,  else  woiUd  1  tell  her  of  your 
Uueat  in  the  first  conversation  I  held  with  tho 

March  released  his  gripe,  and  sat  regarding 
Uio  other  in  silent  astonishment. 

"  I  thought  wc  had  been   friends,"    lie   at 
length  added,  "  but  you've  pot  the  last  seer 
of  mhte  that  will  ever  enter  your  eara." 

"  I  wont  none,  if  they  are  to  be  like  this. 
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know  we  lira  in  tfae  wootU,  Hurry,  uid  ve 
tliongltt  to  be  beyond  honun  lawa — and 
perlupB  we  are  to,  in  &ct,  whatever  it  may  be 
in  right — but  there  is  a  Uw,  and  a  law  maker, 
that  rule  ocxou  the  whole  continent.  He 
that  flies  in  the  lace  of  either,  need  not  call  toe 
fri'nd." 

"  Damme,  Deerskyer,  if  I  do  not  bHieve 
you  ore,  at  heart,  »  Monrian,  and  no  &ir- 
mtnded,  ptoin-dcaling  hunter,  u  you're  pre- 
tended to  be !" 

"  Fair-minded  or  not.  Hurry,  you  will  find 
OM!  as  plun-dealing  in  deeds  as  I  am  in  words. 
Bat  tfab  girii^  way  to  sadden  soger  is  Ibalisb, 
and  proves  how  little  you  hare  ■ojoumed  with 
the  red  men.  Judith  llutter  no  doubt  is  still 
BO^e,  and  you  spoke  but  as  tbe  tongue  ran, 
and  not  as  tbe  heart  felt.  There's  my  hand, 
and  we  will  say  and  think  no  more  about 
k." 

Harry  seemed  more  surprised  than  ever; 
then  he  burst  forth  in  a  load  good-natored 
kagh,  whicli  broo^t  tears  to  his  eyes.  AAer 
this,  be  aooeptcd  the  offered  hand,  and  tbe  par- 
ties became  friends. 

"  Twould  hare  been  htJSA  loqawri  about 
an  idee,"  March  cried,  as  he  reiioimd  Us  med, 
"  and  more  like  bwyera  in  tbe  towns,  than  hke 
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MB^Ie  men  in  the  woods.  Tliev-  tcU  me, 
DeenUycr,  much  ill  blood  grows  out  of  ideej 
among  the  people  in  the  lower  countries,  and 
that  they  sometimes  get  to  extremities  upon 
tliem." 

"  Tlist  do  they^that  do  Uiey ;  and  sbout 
other  matters  that  mi(;ht  better  be  left  to  take 
ewe  of  UicmselTcs.  1  hare  heard  the  Mora- 
rians  say  that  tliere  arc  lands  in  which  men 
quarrel  eren  conwning  their  religion ;  and  if 
they  can  ^ct  Uicir  tempers  up  oit  such  a  sub- 
jeet,  Huny,  the  Lord  have  marcy  on  'em. 
Howaerer,  there  is  no  occasion  lor  our  follow- 
ing their  example,  and  more  especially  al>uut  a 
btuband  that  tiiis  Judith  Hutter  may  never 
or  nerer  Willi  to  we.  Furmypiirt,  I  feel 
car'osity  about  tlie  fe«ble-witted  aiater,  Uian 
aboQt  your  beouty.  There's  aometbing  that 
comes  dose  to  a  man's  feelin's,  when  he  meet* 
witli  a  fellovr  cniatur'  that  hM  all  the  outward 
ibow  of  an  aocountal>le  mortal,  ond  who  fails 
of  being  what  lie  aecms,  only  tlkrough  a  lack  of 
rcuon.  This  is  bod  enough  in  a  roan,  but 
when  it  comes  to  a  woman,  and  she  a  young 
and  may-be  a  winning  crcatur',  it  touches  ail 
the  pitiful  tltuughts  his  natur*  has.  God  knotvs, 
Horryf  tliat  audi  poor  tilings  ore  defenceless 
enough  witb  all  their  wiu  about  'cm ;  but  iu 
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cruel  fortun'  vhea  Utat  great  protector  btmI 
guide  fails  'em." 

"  Haricee,  l>eer8layer — you  know  whai  tlic 
banters,  and  trappers,  and  peltry-men  in  gene- 
ral be ;  and  their  best  friends  will  not  deny 
that  tiiey  are  heatbtrong  and  given  tu  having 
tlieir  own  way,  without  mucli  bethinking  'em 
of  oUier  people's  rights,  or  feelin's — and  yet  I 
don't  think  the  man  is  to  be  found  in  all  this 
regioo,  who  would  harm  Hetty  llutter,  if  he 
could  J  no,  not  even  a  rcd*»kin." 

"  Tlierein,  fri'nd  Hurry, youdo  the  Delawares, 
at  Irast,  and  all  their  eJlied  tribes,  only  justice^ 
for  a  red-wkin  looks  upon  a  being  tliua  struck 
by  (jod's  power,  as  especially  under  hi-t  rare. 
I  rejoice  to  hear  wliat  you  suy,  liowsevi^r,  I 
rejoice  to  hear  it;  but  as  tlte  sun  is  beginning 
to  turn  towaixla  the  afternoon's  sky,  had  we 
not  better  strike  the  trail  ng'in,  and  make  for- 
ward, that  we  may  get  an  opportunity  of  scving 
these  wonderful  sisters  ?" 

Harry  Miirch  giving  a  elieerful  astient,  the 
remnants  of  the  meal  vcen  soon  coUecled ; 
then  the  travellers  sliuuldered  tlicir  packH,  re- 
■tUDed  their  arms,  and,  quitting  tlie  littie  area 
of  light,  they  again  plunged  into  the  deep 
shadows  of  the  forest. 
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CHAPTER    U. 

"  TkM  'rt  pu^B|  frODi  lbs  Uk«'i  fncn  tide, 

Aad  <b«  hnottrS  bcartli  ■»]-, 
Vbr  tfct  dM«  of  Dover*,  for  the  tumtiKt^  jirHl. 

Daof  hi«T !  Ibou  (Sn*!  out  (Uj." 

RICOBO*   »r   •KtMIU'. 


Our  tw-o  adventurers  liad  not  ftr  to  go.] 
Huny  knew  the  direction,  us  soon  u  he  had 
found  the  open  epot  and  tiic  spring,  and  he 
now  led  on  with  the  confident  step  of  a  man 
■nurcd  of  his  object.  The  forest  was  dark, 
w  a  matter  of  course,  but  it  was  no  longer 
obstructed  bjr  under-brush,  and  the  footingi 
was  firm  and  diy.  After  proceeding  near  r 
mile,  March  stopped,  and  began  to  c«st  about 
litm  with  an  int^uiring  look,  examining  tlie 
difTcrciit  objects  with  care,  and  occasiotiidJy 
turning  his  eyes  on  the  trunks  of  the  &lleo 
trees,  with  which  the  ground  was  well  iprinUcd, 
as  is  usually  the  case  in  an  American  woud, 
especially  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where 
timber  has  not  yet  become  Taliublc. 

"  This  must  be  the  place,  Deerslayer,"  Marcb 
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,  length  observed ;  **  here  u  a  beech  by  tlie 
of  s  hemlock,  with  three  pincK  at  hand, 
and  yonder  is  a  white  htrch  witli  a  broken  top; 
and  yet  I  nee  no  rock-,  nor  any  of  the  branches 
bent  down,  as  1  told  you  would  be  the  case." 

"  Brokim  braitcbca  are  onskilful  landmarks, 
•s  the  Icast-exper'enced  know  that  branchea 
don't  often  break  of  themselves,"  returned  Uie 
other ;  "  and  they  aho  lead  to  suspicion  and 
discoveries.  The  Dclairares  never  trust  to 
broken  branches,  unless  it  is  in  fricudly  times, 
and  on  an  o]>cn  trait.  As  for  the  beeches,  and 
pines,  and  hemlocks,  why,  they  are  to  bo  seen 
on  all  sides  of  us,  not  only  by  two  and  three's, 
but  by  forties,  and  fifties,  and  hundreds." 

*'  Very  true,  DeersUyer,  but  you  never  cal- 
culate on  position.  Here  is  a  beech  and  a  hem- 
lock  •' 

**  Yes,  and  there  is  another  beech  and  a 
hemlock,  as  loving  as  two  brothers;  or,  for 
that  matter,  more  loving  than  some  brothers ; 
and  yonder  are  others,  for  neither  tree  is  a 
rarity  in  these  woods.  I  fear  me,  Hurry,  you 
arc  better  at  trapping  beaver  and  shooting 
bears,  than  at  a  leading  on  a  blindish  sort  of  a 
trail.     Hat  there's  what  you  wish  to  find,  after 

alir 

"  Now,  Deerslayer,  this  is  one  of  your  Dela- 
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Wire  pretensions,  for,  bang  mc  if  I  see  any 
thing  but  these  txecs,  vhich  do  seem  to  start 
tip  anHuid  DJ,  in  ft  most  onaccountable  and 
perplexing  manner/ 

"  Look  tlits-a-vay,  Iluny — ^herc,  in  a  Bne 
with  the  black  oak^Klon't  yoQ  see  the  crooked 
SBplutg  that  u  hooked  op  in  the  braitciiex  of 
the  bass-wood,  near  it  i  Now,  that  sapling 
vras  once  snow-riddco,  and  got  the  bend  by 
its  weight;  but  it  never  straightened  itself, 
and  fastened  itself  in  among  the  bass-wood 
branches  in  the  way  yon  sec  The  hand  of 
nan  did  that  act  of  kindness  for  it." 

••  That  hand  was  mine  I"  exdainied  lluiry  ; 
**  I  found  the  slender  yoang  thing,  bent  to  tlic 
airth,  Uke  an  unfortunate  ereatur'  borne  down 
by  misfortune,  and  stuck  it  up  where  yoD 
see  iL  After  all,  Decrslaycr,  I  must  allow, 
you're  getting  to  linrc  an  oncommon  good  eye 
for  the  woods !" 

"  Tit  improTitig,  Hurry — 'tia  improving,  I 
will  odtitowledg«  ;  bat  'tis  still  only  a  child** 
eye,  compared  to  some  I  know.  There's  Tame- 
Dund,  now,  though  a  man  so  old  tliut  few  re* 
tnember  when  be  was  in  his  prime,  Tanicnund 
kta  ootlung  escape  hw  look,  whicli  is  more 
like  the  scent  of  a  hound,  tlum  the  sight  of  aa 
eye  Then  Uncas,  llie  father  of  Chingacbgook, 
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and  the  kwftil  did*  of  the  MoUcni,  ta 
■notber  that  it  is  almcMt  ItopcJcn  to  pmn  «d- 
MBO.  I'm  UnpraTn^,  1  tUI  aOov — I'm  im- 
pnmn^  bat  &r  from  betog  perfect  u  jet.** 

"  And  who  it  thb  Chiiydieookt  erf  wfaon 
you  talk  to  nad^  Deenlqrcr  J'*  a^ed  Uony, 
■a  be  mored  off  ia  tbe  dirtctioa  of  the  righted 
Mpbi^  **a  \ofiag  rcd-sldii,  at  the  beM,  I 
make  no  qocstioa.'* 

"  Not  so,  Ilurrr,  but  the  beat  of  loping  red- 
skins, as  jrott  call  'em.  If  be  had  his  rigbta, 
he  would  be  a  greet  chief;  but,  as  it  is,  be  is 
only  a  brare  and  jnt-minded  Dclawsre ;  re- 
spected, aod  ereo  obeyed  iu  tome  thii^s,  'tis 
tme,  bat  of  a  fallen  race,  aod  ^fliFypg  to  a 
&Uea  people.  Ah !  Harry  March,  *!  would 
warm  the  heart  wtthia  yoa  to  sit  ia  tbeir  lodgea 
of  a  winter's  night,  and  listen  to  tbe  tradicioiM 
of  the  ancient  grcatoeas  and  power  of  the 
MohkaoaP' 

"Haike^  fii'nd  Nathaniel,"  said  Harry, 
stopping  short  to  Ace  his  companion,  in  order 
that  his  words  might  cany  greater  weight  with 
thmif  "  if  a  man  believed  all  that  other  people 
Aooae  to  say  in  their  own  farour,  be  might  get 
■a  oirernxed  opinion  of  tbem,  aod  an  undersised 
opinion  of  himself.  These  red-skins  are  no* 
table  boasters,  and  I  set  down  more  than  half 
of  their  mditiuns  as  pure  talk." 
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"  There  U  tmtli  in  what  jou  xay,  Hurry,  I'U 
not  deny  it,  for  I've  seen  it,  uid  believe  it. 
They  do  bo«st,  but  tlicn  that  is  a  gift  (ram 
natur';  and  it's  ainfiil  to  withstand  nat'ral  gifts. 
See ;  thin  is  ttie  spot  you  come  to  find !" 

This  remark  cut  sliort  the  discourse,  and  both 
the  men  now  gave  all  their  attention  to  the 
object  immediately  before  them.  Dcerslayer 
pointed  out  to  his  compuiion  the  trunk  of  a 
huge  linden,  or  bass-wood,  as  it  Is  tenned  in 
the  language  of  the  country,  which  Itwl  filled 
its  tin>L>.  and  fallen  by  its  own  weight.  This 
tree,  like  so  many  millions  of  its  brethren,  lay 
where  it  had  fallen,  and  was  mouldering  under 
the  slow,  but  certain  influence  of  the  seasons. 
The  decay,  however,  had  attacked  its  centre, 
even  while  it  stood  erect  in  the  pride  of  vege- 
tation, hollowing  out  its  heart  as  disease  some- 
times destroys  the  vitals  of  animal  life,  ereii'l 
while  a  fair  estcrior  is  presented  to  the  olv 
server.  As  the  trunk  Lay  stretched  for  near  a 
hundred  feet  along  the  earth,  the  quick  eye  of 
the  hunter  detected  this  peculiarity,  and,  from 
this  and  otJier  cirrumstaiiocs,  he  knew  it  to  be 
the  tree  of  whicli  Mardi  was  in  search. 

*'  Ay.  here  we  have  what  we  want,"  cried 
Hurry,  looking  in  at  the  larfter  end   of  th 
Uuden ;  "  every  thing  is  as  snug  as  if  it  hi 
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been  IdV  in  an  old  woman's  cuptword.  Come, 
lend  me  a  hand,  DeemUyer,  and  we'll  be  afloat 
in  half  an  hour." 

At  this  call,  the  hunter  joinH  his  companion, 
■Dd  the  tvro  went  to  work  dclilicratcly  and  re- 
golarhr,  like  men  accustomed  to  the  sort  of 
thing  in  which  they  wen:  employed.  In  the 
first  place,  Hurry  removed  some  pieces  of  bark 
that  lay  before  the  large  opening  in  the  tree, 
■nd  which  the  other  declared  to  be  disposed  in 
t  way  tlist  would  bare  been  more  likely  to 
•ttnct  attention,  than  to  conceal  the  curer,  bad 
any  straggler  passed  tliat  way.  The  two,  then, 
drew  out  a  bark  canoe,  eontobing  its  aeata, 
paddles,  ud  other  appliances,  eron  to  fishing 
Bnei  ud  rods.  This  rcssel  was  by  no  means 
small ;  but  such  was  its  comparatirc  lightness, 
and  so  gigantic  was  the  strength  of  Hurry,  that 
the  tatter  shoulderod  it  with  steeining  ease,  de- 
dining  all  Kssistaiioe,  ereit  in  the  act  oi  raising 
it  to  the  awkwvd  position  in  winch  he  was 
obliged  to  hold  it. 

*•  Lead  ahead,  Deerelayer,**  said  Maid),  *'snd 
open  the  boshes ;  the  rest  I  can  do  for  my- 
self." 

The  otlier  obeyed,  and  the  men  left  the  spot, 
Deerslayer  clearing  the  way  for  his  companion, 
and  iDcUning  to  the  right,  or  to  the  left,  as  the 
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Utter  directed,  tn  about  ten  minutes,  they 
both  )>roke  niildenlf  into  tbe  brilliant  light  of 
llie  sun,  on  a  kIuw  gimvellj  point,  that  ma 
washed  by  water  on  quite  hatf  its  outUne. 

An  cxdamatiou  of  surprise  broke  from  the 
lips  of  Decrslaycr,  an  exclamation  that  was  low 
and  gnardedlT  made,  however,  for  his  habits 
were  much  more  thoughtful  and  regulated  than 
those  of  the  reckless  Hurry,  when,  on  reaching 
the  mar}pn  of  the  lake,  ho  beheld  the  riew  that 
unexpectedly  met  his  gaze.  It  was,  in  truth, 
sufficiently  striking  to  merit  a  brief  description. 
Un  a  level  witli  the  point  lay  a  broad  sheet  of 
water,  so  placid  and  limpid,  that  it  resembled 
a  bed  of  the  pure  mountain  stmosphcrc,  com* 
pRSftcd  into  a  setting  of  hills  and  woods.  Its 
length  was  about  three  leagues,  while  its  breadth 
was  irregular,  expanding  to  half  a  league,  or 
even  more,  opposite  to  the  point,  and  contract* 
ing  to  less  than  luU/  that  distance,  more  to  the 
southward.  Of  course,  its  margin  was  hregi^ 
lar,  being  indented  by  bays,  and  broken  by 
many  projecting,  low  points.  At  its  northern, 
or  nearest  end,  it  was  bounded  by  an  isolated 
mountain,  lower  land  falling  off,  cast  and  west, 
gracefully  rcliering  the  sweep  of  the  outline. 
Still  tJie  character  o(  the  country  was  mouii- 
tainouaj  high  bills,  or  low  mountains,  nni^ 
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and  relieved  by  the  beautiful  variety  afforded 
by  the  prescncB  of  ao  broad  an  exptuue  of 
water. 

**  Thia  is  grand ! — 'tis  solemn  ! — 'tis  an  edi- 
cation  of  itaclf  to  look  upon  !"  exclaimed  Dccr- 
riayer,  as  be  stood  leaning  on  bia  tifie,  and 
gpztng  to  the  right  and  left,  north  and  south, 
above  and  bcncatb,  in  whichever  direction  his 
eye  could  wander;  "  not  a  tree  disturbed  even 
by  red-slnn  hand,  as  I  can  discover,  but  erezy 
tiling  left  in  tlic  ordering  of  the  Lord,  to  lire 
and  die  according  to  his  own  dnigns  and  laws  I 
Hurry,  your  Judith  ought  to  be  a  moral  and 
well' disposed  young  woman,  if  she  has  passed 
half  the  time  you  mention  in  the  centre  of  • 
spot  so  &rourcd." 

"That's  a  naked  truth  ;  and  yet  tlie  gal  hat 
the  n^Biies.  jiO  her  time  has  not  been  |>aated 
here,  bowsever,  old  Tom  having  the  ctutom, 
afore  1  know'd  him,  of  jjoing  to  apend  the  wiiu 
tela  in  the  iKighbottrbood  of  the  settlera,  or 
under  the  guns  of  the  foiti.  No,  no,  Jud«  baa 
noght  more  than  is  for  her  good  from  tlie 
settlers,  and  especially  from  the  gallantifying 
officers." 

**  If  the  has— if  she  has,  Ilurry,  this  is  a 
•diool  to  set  her  mind  right  agin.  But  what 
is  this  I  KC  off  here,  abreast  of  us,  that  seems 
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fifteen  minatcs  will  cvry  two  nidi  puldlM  u 
yoor'n  and  mine  to  tlie  castle.*' 

At  tbia  niggestioQ,  DeenUjrer  helped  hb 
oompuucm  to  place  the  different  utidcs  ia  the 
canoe,  which  ic&s  already  afloat.  This  waa  no 
sooner  done,  than  the  two  ftontjer-mcn  em- 
Imrked,  and,  by  a  vigorooB  push,  sent  the  tight 
bark  some  eight  or  ten  rods  from  the  shore. 
Horry  now  took  the  seat  id  the  stem,  while 
Deersbyer  placed  himself  forward,  and,  by 
Icisurclr  but  steady  strokes  of  the  paddle*,  tb* 
canoe  glided  across  the  placid  sheet,  towardt 
the  extraordinary  looking  stnictnre,  that  the 
former  had  styled  Miukrat  Castle.  Several 
times  the  men  ceased  paddling  and  looked 
about  them  at  the  scene,  as  new  glimpses 
opened  from  behind  points  enabling  them  to 
see  fiulher  down  the  hike,  or  to  get  broader 
riewa  of  the  wooded  mountains.  The  only 
changes,  however,  were  in  the  new  forma  of 
the  hills,  the  varying  curvatore  of  the  bay*, 
and  the  wider  reaches  of  the  valley  south  ;  the 
whole  cartb,  apparently,  being  doUied  in  a 
gala-<lrcsM  of  leave*. 

"  This  if  «  sight  to  warm  the  heart !"  eoi- 
churned  Deerslayer,  wlien  they  had  thus  stopped 
for  the  foorth  or  fifth  time  :  "  the  lake  seema 
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aade  to  let  us  get  ao  tonght  into  the  noble 
fonats;  and  land  utd  wst«r,  alike,  stand  in  tho 
bwaty  of  God's  prorulcBM  1  Do  you  ny, 
Hniry,  that  there  is  no  nwo  who  calis  bitnaelf 
lawful  owner  of  all  these  glories  i" 

"  None  but  tJte  King,  lad,  Uc  may  prrtend 
to  KUDc  right  of  tltat  netur',  but  he  is  so  &r 
away,  that  his  elaim  will  never  trouble  old  Tom 
Batter,  who  bsa  got  poasesaioo,  and  is  like  to 
ka^  it  as  long  as  his  bfc  lasts.  Tom  is  do 
squatter,  not  bong  oq  land;  but  I  call  him  a 
aoater.-* 

"  I  inry  that  man  ! — 1  know  its  wrong,  and 
1  strive  ag'in  the  feelin',  bat  I  tnvjr  that  man ) 
Don't  think,  Horry,  that  I'm  consarting  any 
pbm  to  put  myself  in  his  moccasins,  for  such  a 
thought  doesn't  harbour  in  my  mind ;  but  1 
ean't  help  a  little  invy  !  'Tis  o  nat'ral  fcclin', 
and  the  best  of  us  are  but  nat'ral,  after  ail,  and 
give  way  tu  such  feeUns  at  times." 

"  Toa'fc  only  to  marr)'  Hetty  to  inherit 
half  the  estate,"  cried  flurry,  laughing ;  "  the 
gal  a  comely;  nay,  if  it  wasn't  for  Iter  sister's 
bcAUty,  she  would  be  even  handsome  ;  and 
then  bor  wits  are  so  small,  that  yon  may  easily 
oonTart  her  into  one  of  your  own  way  of  think- 
ing ia  all  things.  Do  yon  take  Hetty  off  the 
old  IcUow's  hands,  and  I'll  engage  he'll  gite 


40 


TaC    DEBRSLATRR. 


you  an  interest  in  every  deer  you  can  knock 
over  within  fire  milL-s  of  his  lake." 

"  I>ocs  game  abound  ?"  suddenly  demanded 
the  other,  who  paid  but  litUe  attention  to 
Mardi's  nuUery. 

**  It  b«i  tlie  country  to  it^df.  Scarce  ft 
tri^^  19  pulled  on  it ;  and  as  for  the  trappen^ 
this  is  not  a  region  they  greatly  frequent.  I 
ought  not  to  be  so  mucli  here,  myself,  but 
Jude  pulls  one  way,  while  the  beaver  poU* 
anollter.  More  than  a  hundred  Spanish 
dollars  baa  that  crcatur*  cost  ate,  the  two  last 
attMiu ;  and  j-et  1  could  not  forego  tiio  wish 
to  look  upon  her  face  onoe  more." 

"  Do  the  red-men  often  visit  this  lake. 
Hurry?"*  continued  Deerslayer,  pursuing  his 
own  train  of  thought. 

"  Wliy,  Uiey  cone  and  go ;  sometimes  in 
parties,  and  soDietimes  singly.  The  ooontry 
seems  to  belong  to  no  native  tribe  in  particular ; 
and  so  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
H  utter  tribe.  The  old  man  tells  me  that  some 
sharp  ones  have  been  wheedling  the  Mohawks 
for  an  Indian  deed,  in  order  to  get  a  title  out  of 
the  Colony ;  bat  nothing  has  come  of  it,  seeing 
that  DO  one,  heary  enough  for  such  a  trade,  has 
yet  meddled  with  the  matter,  '11>e  hunters 
bare  a  good  life-leaie,  atiU  of  this  wilderness." 
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•*  So  much  the  better — 90  moch  tl»e  better. 
Harry.  If  I  wu  Etn^  of  EngUnd,  Uie 
that  feOed  one  of  the»c  trees  irithoot  good 
owion  for  the  tinbtT,  shoald  be  banuhed  lo 
a  dewted  and  forlorn  n^on,  in  winch  no  foar- 
footed  animal  ever  trod.  Right  glad  am  I  that 
CluDgacbgook  appi'nted  our  meeting  on  thui 
takct  for,  hitherto,  eye  of  mifte  nerer  looked  on 
such  a  gloriou*  qMcCade !" 

"That's  beoBM  yoa're  kept  lo  nocfa 
■■m«g  xhe  Dclavarca,  in  whose  coontry  then 
are  ao  Ukea.  Nov,  &rtber  north,  and  Either 
wcM*  tbac  btU  of  water  abound ;  and  you're 
yottngb  and  may  yet  lire  to  see  'cm.  Bat, 
Uioa^  tbafc  be  other  takes,  Deenliyer, 
there's  no  other  Judith  Hutter !" 

At  this  remark  his  companion  smiled,  and 
then  he  dropped  bis  paddle  into  the  water,  as 
tftn  consideration  of  a  brer's  baate.  Both  now 
pulled  ngoroualy  until  they  got  witlitn  a  hun- 
ilf«d  yards  of  the  "  castle,"  a>  Hurry  bmi- 
fiariy  called  the  house  of  Hutter,  when  they 
wpm  eeued  paddUog;  tha  admirer  of  Judith 
ifatmrdng  Ims  impatience  the  mote  t«a£ly,  aa 
be  perceived  that  the  baUding  waa  amenantcd, 
at  the  nKMoeat.  This  new  pause  was  to  eoable 
Dectsbyer  to  sttrrey  the  singulu-  edifice,  which 
I  of  a  conatniclioa  so  norel  as  to  oicrit  a 
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Mu&kmt  Castle,  as  the  house  had  liocn  facc- 
tioaxly  naniei]  by  some  waggish  officer,  stood 
in  the  open  lake,  at  a  dUtuioe  o^  fullif-  *  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  nearest  shore.  On  every 
other  side,  the  water  extended  inu(^  farther^ 
tlte  precise  position  being  distant  about  two 
miles  from  the  northern  end  of  the  sheet,  and 
near,  if  not  quite  a  mite  from  ita  eastern  shore. 
As  there  was  not  tlie  smallest  appearance  <4^M 
Bny  island,  but  the  house  stood  on  piles,  witll^^l 
the  wnter  flowing  bcnnttli  it,  and  Decrslayer 
had  already  discovered  that  the  Ukc  was  of  a 
great  depth,  he  was  fain  to  ask  an  explanation 
of  this  singular  circumstance.  Hurry  solved 
the  difficulty  by  telling  him  that  on  this  spot 
alone,  a  long  narrow  shoal,  which  extended  for 
•  few  hundred  yards  in  a  north  and  wuuth 
direction,  rose  within  six  or  eight  feet  of  the 
tathet  of  the  hike,  and  that  Hutter  had  driven 
piles  into  it,  and  placed  his  halntatioii  on  tbeti^^M 
for  tti«  purpose  of  security.  ^B 

"  The  old  fellow  was  burnt  out  three  time*, 
atween  tlie  Indians  and  tlie  hunten;  and  in 
one  affray  with  the  ird-aiuna  he  1o»t  his  only 
son,  since  which  time  be  Kaa  taken  to  the  water 
for  safety.  No  one  can  ottack  hin,  bei^ 
witbaut  coming  in  a  boat,  and  the  plunder  and 
acalpa  would  scarce  be  worth  the  trouble  ot 
digging  out  canoes.     Tlieu  it's  by  no  meuB 


yrtftin  wliich  tFodd  whip,  in  such  a  Hkrim- 
nftgc,  for  old  Tom  is  well  supplied  with  arms 
ud  ammunition,  and  tlie  coitle,  as  you  may 

,  ia  ft  tight  brewt-work  ag^  li^ht  sliot." 

ayer  liad  aorae  theoretical  knowledge 

frontier  wnrfiire,  tliougk  he  had  nevnr  yet 
been  called  on  to  raise  his  hand,  in  anger, 
iii^nst  a  feltow-creaturc.  lie  saw  that  Hurry 
liid  not  overrate  tlic  strength  of  this  position, 
in  a  military  point  of  view,  aince  it  would  not 
be  easy  to  attack  it,  witliout  exposing  the 
MBailantJt  to  the  fire  of  the  besieged.  A  good 
iieai  of  art  bad  also  been  manifested  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  timber,  of  which  the  building 
via  oonstnieted,  and  which  afForded  a  pro- 
tection much  greater  than  was  usual  to  the 
ordinary  log-cal>ins  of  the  frontier.  The  sides 
U)d  ends  were  composed  of  the  trunks  of  large 
pines,  cut  about  nine  feet  long,  and  placed 
upright,  instead  of  being  laid  horizontally,  as 
was  the  practice  of  the  oountry.  These  logs 
were  s^juared  on  three  sides,  and  had  large 
teooDS  on  each  end.  Massive  sills  were  se- 
cured on  the  heads  of  the  pile^,  witii  suitable 
({roores  dug  out  of  their  upper  surfaces,  which 
bad  been  squared  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
lower  tenons  of  the  upright  pieces  were  placed 
in  these  grooves,   giving  tliem  a  securv   fas* 
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leiiing  below.  PUtes  hod  been  laid  on  the 
upper  end)  of  the  u])riglit  logs,  anil  were  kept 
in  tlieir  pUocs  hj  k  similar  contriranoe ;  the 
aeveral  comers  of  the  stracture  being  well  fas- 
tened by  Bcariiiig  and  pinning  the  sills  and 
plates.  The  floors  were  made  of  souLllcr  logs, 
nmilarly  squared,  and  the  roof  watt  composed 
of  light  poles,  firmly  united,  and  wcU  covered 
with  bark.  The  effect  of  this  ingonioui  ar- 
irtngcment  was  to  give  its  owner  a  house  that 
CDuld  be  apprunchcd  only  by  water,  titc  si<les  of 
which  were  composed  of  logs,  closely  wedged 
togetlier,  which  were  two  feet  thick  in  tJidr 
thinnest  parts,  and  which  could  be  separated 
only  by  a  deliberate  and  Uixtrious  usto  of  human 
hands,  or  by  the  slow  operaliun  of  time.  Tho 
outer  surface  of  the  building  was  rude  and 
uneven,  tlve  logs  bdng  of  unequal  sizes ;  bdt 
the  squared  surfaces  within,  gave  both  the 
aides  and  door  as  uniform  an  appearance  i 
was  desired,  cither  for  ove  or  show.  Tba'* 
chimney  waa  not  tlie  least  singular  portion  of 
tho  cutlc,  as  Hurry  made  his  companion 
observe,  while  Itc  expluncd  the  process  by 
which  it  liad  lieen  made.  The  material  waa  ft^ 
■tiff  clay,  properly  workvd,  which  had  been  put 
together  in  a  mould  of  sticks,  and  suffered  to 
harden,  a  foot  or  two  at  a  time,  commencing 


•t  t)ie  bottom.  Vt'hta  the  entire  diimcieT  bMl 
thtu  been  niwd,  Knd  bad  been  properly  booad 
in  with  oatward  props,  a  brisk  fire  vu  kiodted, 
and  kept  gtnog  ttntil  it  was  btiraed  lo 
thing  like  a  brick-red.  Tbis  bad  &ot  been  an 
easy  openti/m,  nor  bad  it  uocecded  entirrij  } 
bat  by  dint  ot  fUUng  tbe  cradta  «illi  fiflah 
cUjr,  a  safe  fire-pUoe  and  dumtsejr  bad  beca 
obtained  in  tbe  end.  Ttas  part  of  tbe  work 
stood  on  tbe  log-floor,  •ecnivd  beneaA  hf  ma 
extra  ptfe.  There  were  a  few  otber] 
litiea  aboot  this  dvelbaf,  vhieb  wifl 
aflpear  in  tbe  cOQiae  of  ibe  aarraliTe. 

•*  Old  Tom  is  fun  of  oontrivMMCa,"  added 
Hurry,  *<  and  be  wl  bia  beart  on  tbe  neceM  of 
his  cbimneT,  wUcfc  Ibraatned,  aMwe  Aaa  OBce, 


to  gm  oat  ahogecber ;  bat  pananreiaBee  will 
even  oreroome  aoioke ;  and  now  be  baa  a  eo^ 
Ibttahle  ediin  of  it,  tboogb  it  did  proBuae,  at 
onetime,  to  be  aeUnkjaort  of  a  dae  to  carry 
flames  and  fire." 

**  Yoa  seem  to  know  tbe  wbole  Uatory  of 
tbe  caatle,  Hnrrr,  efatmner  and  ridea,"  sud 
DeerWayer,  amilu^ ;  "  is  lore  ao  utauHuing 
that  it 
■weetbcan'a  hrfiitatwB }' 


a  man  to  stody  tbe  etiwy  of  baa 


*  Partly  that,  lad,  and  partly  ejen^*  re* 
turned    tbe   good-oatored    gtat,    haehtng; 
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*'  there  was  a  Ik^e  gang  of  lu  in  at  the  Iftkc, 
the  aanunCT  the  old  fellow  built,  and  we  helped 
him  along  with  the  job.  1  raitied  no  tunall  part 
of  the  we^bt  of  them  uprights  with  my  own 
ahoiilden,  and  the  itxes  flew,  I  can  inromi  jruo. 
Master  Natly,  while  we  were  hee-irig  it  among 
the  trees  ashore.  The  old  devil  is  no  w«y 
stingy  about  food,  and  as  we  had  often  eat  at 
hn  hearth,  wc  thought  wc  would  just  hooae 
him  comfortably,  afore  we  went  to  Albany 
witJi  our  skins.  Yes,  many  is  the  meal  I've 
swallovred  in  Tom  flutter's  cabins ;  and  tlettyi 
though  so  weak  in  the  way  of  wits,  has  a  won- 
derful jKinicular  way  about  a  frying-pan,  or  ft 
gridiron !" 

While  tl>e  parties  were  thus  dis(!our»ingt  tho 
canoe  had  been  gradually  drawing  nearer  to  the 
**  ctutle,''  and  was  now  so  close,  an  to  rvquiro 
but  a  nng^  atroke  of  a  paddle  to  reach  the 
hnding.  Tbia  was  at  a  floored  platfonn  in 
front  of  the  entrance,  that  might  hare  beea 
some  twenty  feet  aqunre. 

"  Old  Tom  calls  this  tort  of  a  whnrf,  bis 
door-j'ard,"  observed  Hurry,  as  he  fastened  tfat 
canoe,  after  he  and  his  companion  had  left  it; 
"  and  the  gallants  from  the  forts  have  named 
it  tlie  '  castle  mart,'  though  what  a  '  court'  can 
have  to  do  here,  is  more  than  I  can  tell  yoa. 


: 
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Mcing  that  tliore  it  no  \aw.  Tis  u  t  sop* 
posed  ;  ool  a  »oul  within,  but  tlie  trbole  (miaUy 
is  off  on  a  v*]: 'go  of  dacomy  !" 

While  Harry  wsa  bustling  aboot  the  "  door^ 
y«nl>"  examining  the  6»hing-speani,  rods,  nets, 
and  other  similar  appliances  of  a  frontier 
cabin,  Oeenlayer,  whose  manner  waa  alto- 
gether  more  reboked  and  quiet,  entered  the 
building,  W7th  a  coriositT  that  was  not  usiully 
exhibited  b]^  one  so  long  trained  in  Indian 
habits.  He  interior  of  the  **  castle"  was  aa 
bultlessly  neat,  as  its  exterior  was  novel.  The 
entire  space,  some  twenty  feet  by  forty,  was 
aabdiTided  into  several  sntall  sleefung- rooms; 
the  apartiDcnt  into  which  he  first  entered, 
aerring  c^joally  for  tlie  ordinary  uses  of  its 
ttiinatcs  atid  for  a  kitchen.  The  furniture  was 
of  the  Rtrange  mixture  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  in  the  lemotely  situated  log-tciiemcnta 
of  the  interior.  Most  of  it  was  rude,  and,  to 
the  last  degree,  rustic ;  hut  then  was  a  clock, 
with  R  liandsumc  cose  of  dark  wood,  in  a  cor- 
oer,  and  two  or  tltrw  chain,  witli  a  tabic  and 
bureau,  that  had  evidently  come  from  some 
dwelling  of  more  than  usual  pretension.  The 
cluck  was  induslnouily  ticking,  but  its  leaden- 
Looking  luuida  did  no  discredit  to  tlieir  dull 
aspect,  for    they   pointed    to    the    hour   of 
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eleven,  tliough  tlie  sun  pUinlf  showed  it  vna 
■ome  time  put  the  tarn  of  the  day.  I'here 
was  also  a  dark  massire  chest.  The  kitchen 
oten§iU  vrcre  of  the  simplest  kind,  and  far 
from  nuDicrans,  but  every  article  was  in  its 
placr,  and  showed  the  nicest  care  in  its  con- 
dition. 

After  Deerslayer  luid  cast  a  look  about  him 
in  the  outer  room,  he  raised  a  voodcn  Utch, 
and  entered  a  narrow  p&ssagc  that  divided  tlie 
inner  end  of  the  houao  into  two  equal  parts. 
Frontier  usages  being  no  way  scrupulous,  and 
his  curiosity  being  strongly  excited,  the  young 
man  now  opened  a  door,  and  found  himself  in 
a  bed-room.  A  single  glance  suffieed  to  show 
that  the  apartment  bclungod  to  fcmalca.  llie 
bed  was  of  the  feathers  of  wild  geese,  and  filled 
nearly  to  overflowing ;  but  it  lay  in  a  rude 
bunk,  ruscd  only  a  foot  from  the  floor.  On 
one  aide  of  it  were  arranged,  on  pegs,  varioM^H 
dresses  of  a  quality  much  superior  to  what  one 
would  expect  to  meet  in  such  a  place,  with 
ribands,  and  other  similar  artides  to  corres- 
pond. Pretty  shoes,  with  handsome  nlrcr 
buckles,  rack  as  wen  then  worn  by  females  ta 
coy  mrcumatanoea,  were  not  wanting ;  and  no 
leas  than  aix  fans  of  gay  colours,  were  placed 
half  open,  m  a  way  to  catch  the  eye  by  their 
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eoneeits  antl  buei.  Even  Uie  pxllaw,  on  this 
side  of  the  bed,  wa«  covered  with  finer  linen 
thsn  its  companion,  and  it  Wks  ornamented 
with  a  small  ruffle.  A  cap,  coqu«ttiih1y  deco- 
rated with  ribands  liung  above  it,  and  a  pair 
af  long  gloves,  such  aa  were  rarely  used  in 
those  days  by  persons  of  tJie  labouring  classes, 
were  pinned  oslentatioualy  to  it,  as  if  »-ith  an 
intention  to  exhibit  them  there,  if  they  could 
not  be  shown  on  the  owner's  arms. 

All  this  Dcerslayer  saw,  and  noted  with  a 
degree  of  minuteness  tlmt  would  haw  done 
credit  to  the  habitual  observation  of  bis  friends 
tlie  Delawares.  Nor  did  he  fail  to  perceive 
the  diatiiiction  that  existed  between  the  ap- 
pearances on  the  diScrcnt  sides  of  the  bed, 
the  head  of  which  stood  against  the  walL  On 
that  op)>oiitc  to  the  one  just  described,  every 
thing  WAS  homely  and  uninviting,  except 
thfoagh  its  perfect  neatness.  The  few  gar- 
ment* that  were  hanging  from  the  pegs  were 
of  the  coarsest  materials,  and  of  the  commonest 
forms,  while  notbing  seemed  made  for  show. 
Of  ribands  tlicrc  was  not  one;  nor  wtis  there 
either  cap  or  kerchief,  beyond  tliose  which 
Hutter's  daughters  might  be  fairly  entitleil  t^ 
wear. 

It  was  now  teventl  yean  since  DeersUyer  had 
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been  in  a  spot  cspecialljr  devoted  to  the  nsea 
of  fomalcB  of  hia  own  colour  and  race  Tbo 
sight  brought  back  to  his  mind  a  rush  of  child- 
ish recollections;  and  he  lingered  in  the  room 
with  a  tenderness  of  feeling  to  which  he  had 
long  been  a  stranger,  lie  bethought  liim  of 
his  mother,  whoso  homely  Tcstmcnts  he  remem- 
bered to  have  seen  hanging  on  pegs,  like  thos* 
which  he  felt  roust  belong  to  llcttr  flutter  : 
and  he  bethought  himself  of  a  sister,  whooe 
incipient  and  native  taste  for  6nery  had  exhi- 
bited itself  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  that  of 
Judith,  though  necessarily  in  a  leu  degree 
Tticse  little  resemhhuices  opened  a  long-hidden 
vein  of  aeoaations ;  and  as  he  quitted  the  room, 
it  was  with  a  saddened  mien.  lie  looked  no 
further,  but  retumed  slowly  and  tliouglilfuUy 
towards  the  "  door-yard.** 

'*  Old  Tom  has  taken  to  a  new  calling,  and 
has  l»een  Irj-tng  his  hand  at  the  traps,"  cried 
Uurr)-,  who  had  been  cooUy  examining  the 
borderer'n  iinplemcnta ;  "  if  that  is  his  humour, 
and  you're  disposed  to  remain  in  these  pArta,  wc 
can  make  an  oncommon  comfortable  season  of 
it  ;  fur,  while  the  old  man  and  1  out-knowledg* 
tlie  beaver,  yna  can  Asli  and  knock  down  the 
deer,  tu  keep  body  and  soul  together.  We 
always  give  the  poorest  huntcn  half  a  share. 
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bat  OQfl  as  tctyve  and  sartoiD  as  yourself,  mij^t 
expect  a  full  one." 

"llanVee,  Harry;  thanVee,  with  all  my 
heart — bat  I  do  a  little  beavering  for  myself 
as  occasions  offer.  *1^  true,  the  Delawares 
call  me  Deerslayer,  but  it's  not  so  mnch  be- 
CKQse  I'm  pretty  iatal  with  the  venison,  as 
because  that  while  I  kill  so  many  bucks  and 
does,  V-n  never  yet  taken  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
creatnT* !  They  say  their  traditions  do  not  tell 
of  another  who  has  shed  so  mach  blood  of 
animals,  that  had  not  shed  the  blood  of  man." 

"  I  hope  they  don't  account  you  chicken- 
hearted,  lad?  A  faint-hearted  man  is  hke  a 
no- tailed  beaver." 

"  I  duii't  believe.  Hurry,  that  they  account 
me  as  out-of-the-way  timorsome,  even  though 
they  may  not  account  me  as  out-of-the-way 
bnre.  But  I'm  not  quarrelsome,  and  that  goes 
a  great  way  towards  keeping  blood  off  the 
bands,  among  the  hunters  and  red-skins ;  and 
then,  Harry  March,  it  keeps  blood  off  the  con- 
science too." 

"  Well,  for  my  part,  I  account  game,  a  red- 
skin, and  a  Frenchman  as  pretty  much  the 
same  thing ;  though  I'm  as  onquarrelsome  a 
man,  too,  as  there  is  in  all  the  Colonies.  1 
despise  a  quarreller,  as  I  do  a  cur-dc^ ;  but 
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one  lias  no  need  to  bo  OTer-scrupulsome,  when 
it's  the  right  time  to  show  the  flint." 

"  I  look  upon  liim  as  the  most  of  a  man, 
who  acts  nearest  ^e  right,  Hurnf.  But  this  is 
a  glorious  spot,  and  my  eyes  never  a-wcary 
looking  at  it !" 

"  Ti*  your  first  acquaintance  with  a  lake  ( 
and  these  idees  come  over  us  nil  at  sucli  time*. 
laken  liare  a  general  character,  ns  1  say,  being 
pretty  much  water  aiitl  land,  and  point*  and 
bays." 

As  this  definition  by  no  means  met  the  feel- 
ings that  were  uppermost  in  tJic  mind  of  tlie 
yonng  hunter,  he  made  no  immediate  ansu-cr, 
bat  stood  gasiiig  at  tlie  dark  hills,  and  tba 
glassy  water,  in  silent  cnjuymCRL" 

"  Have  the  Guvemur's  or  the  King's  people 
given  this  lake  a  name  ?''  he  suddeidy  asked,  as 
if  struck  with  a  new  idea.  "  If  they  've  not 
began  to  blaze  tbdr  trees^  and  aet  up  ilieir 
ooniMUMa,  and  line  off  their  mapa,  it's  likely 
tliey  've  not  bethought  them  to  disturb  iiatur, 
witl»  a  name." 

"  Tlicy  're  not  got  to  that,  yet ;  and  the 
last  time  I  went  in  with  skins,  one  of  llie 
King's  survcyora  was  questioning  me  consam* 
ing  all  the  regions  Hereabouts.  lie  had  heard 
iJiat  there  was  a  lake  in  this  quarter,  and  hn4 
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got  some  genenl  notions  iboat  it,  such  as  that 
tbtm  was  mter  and  hilU :  but  how  much  of 
eitber,  )i«  know'd  no  more  ttian  fou  know  of  the 
Mohawk  tongue.  I  didn't  i^n  the  trap  any 
wider  than  was  necessary,  pring  him  but  poor 
«neoarageiDent  in  th«  way  of  famiA  and  clcar- 
iagt.  In  short,  I  left  on  his  mind  tome  socfa 
0(Nnion  of  this  country  as  a  man  geta  at  • 
■pritig  of  ditty  water,  with  a  path  to  it  that 
b  so  noddy  that  one  mires  afore  be  tets  oot. 
He  told  me  tbey  hadn't  got  the  spot  down, 
yet,  on  their  maps;  though  1  conclude  tlut  is 
a  mistake,  for  he  showed  me  his  pordimcnt, 
and  there  is  a  lake  down  on  it  where  there  is  no 
lake,  in  fact,  and  which  is  about  fifty  mtica 
from  the  place  where  it  ought  to  be,  if  they 
meant  it  for  this.  I  don't  think  my  account 
will  cQconrage  him  to  mark  down  another,  by 
war  of  im prove m en t." 

Here  Hurry  laughed  heartily  ;  such  tricks 
bang  particuUrly  grateful  to  a  set  of  men  who 
dreaded  the  approaches  of  civilization  oa  a 
eartailment  of  their  own  Uwle»s  empire.  The 
egn^us  enors  that  eiisted  in  Uie  mops  of 
the  day,  all  of  which  were  made  in  Europe, 
was,  moreover,  a  itondittg  topic  of  ridicule 
UBong  tliem ;  for  if  tbey  liod  not  sovnce 
enough  to  make  any  better  themselves,  they 
bod  tttffident  local   information  to  detect  the 
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gross  blunden  contuned  in  Uiusc  tliat  existed. 
Any  one,  who  will  ukc  tlie  trouble  to  com- 
purc  these  unanswerable  evidences  of  the  topo- 
graphical skill  of  our  fathers  a  c^itury  since, 
vith  the  mure  accurate  ikctclies  of  our  own 
time,  will  at  once  perceive  that  tlie  men  of  the 
woods  bad  aulTident  justiAcatioa  fur  all  their 
criticism  on  tins  brAnoh  of  tiie  skill  of  lite  co- 
lonial govcrnmenu,  which  did  iiot  at  all  liexiute 
to  place  a  river,  or  a  lake,  a  degree  or  two  out 
of  th«  war,  even  though  they  lay  within  a  dajr** 
march  of  tite  inhabited  parLt  of  the  oouiitry. 

"  I'm  glad  it  hs§  no  name,"  resumed  Deer- 
■layett  **  or,  at  least,  no  p«le>faoed  name ;  for 
their  christenings  always  foretell  waste  and  de- 
struction. No  doubt,  howscvcr,  the  retUsktn* 
have  their  modes  of  knowing  it*  and  tlie  hunt- 
on,  and  trappers,  too ;  they  are  likely  to  c»U 
the  place  by  something  reasonable  and  n- 
Mmbling.'* 

*'  As  for  the  tribes,  each  has  its  own  tongue^ 
nod  its  own  way  of  colling  tilings ;  and  they 
treat  tliis  part  of  the  world  just  as  they  treat  all 
others.  Among  ourselves,  we've  got  to  calling 
the  pUoc  the  *  Glimmcrglass,'  aceing  that  its 
whole  basin  is  so  often  fringed  with  pines,  cast 
npward  from  its  &ce,  as  if  it  would  throw  back 
the  bills  that  hangover  iL" 

"  There  ta  an  outlet,  1  know,  for  all  Ukea 
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bave  oatlets,  sod  the  rodt  at  which  I  am  to 
Dtcet  Cluagachgook  standa  near  aa  ontlet. 
lias  tkat  no  CoJony-name  yet }" 

*■  la  that  particular  they're  got  the  advan- 
tage of  us,  having  one  end,  and  that  the  big- 
gest, in  their  own  keeping ;  they're  given  it  a 
whicb  has  found  its  way  np  to  its 
names  nat'rally  working  up  stream. 
No  doubt,  Deerslayer,  you've  seen  tii«  Soa- 
^uehannah  down  in  the  Delaware  country  ?" 

**That  have  I,  and  hunted  along  ita  bank*  a 
hundred  times." 

"  Hiat  and  this  are  the  same,  in  fiut,  and,  I 
suppose,  the  san>o  in  sound.  I  am  glad  they've 
been  compelled  to  keep  tlie  red-nwn'a  name, 
for  it  would  be  too  hard  to  rob  them  uf  both 
land  and  name  I" 

Deenlayer  made  no  answer ;  but  lie  stood 
leaoing  on  his  ride,  gazing  at  the  view  which 
so  nuob  delighted  him.  The  reader  ia  not  to 
cappoMi  however,  that  it  was  the  pictureM|uc 
akioe  which  m  strongly  attracted  bis  attention. 
The  spot  was  very  lovely,  of  a  truth,  and  it  was 
then  teen  in  one  of  ita  most  favourable  mo- 
menta, the  surface  of  the  take  being  as  smootli 
as  glass,  and  as  limpid  as  pure  air,  throwing 
back  the  mountains,  clothed  in  dark  pinea, 
alon^  the  whole  of  ita  eastern  boundary,  the 
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points  thmstin^  fonnrd  thdr  trees  eren  to 
ncorlf  horisonul  lin»,  while  the  b«)*s  vera 
mtn  glittcnng  through  aii  occuional  srch  be- 
neath, left  by  n  vault  fretted  with  branches  and 
leaves.  It  was  tlie  air  of  deep  repose— the 
soliludeit,  that  .iiioke  of  sceoes  and  foreats 
tmtoodied  by  the  hands  of  man — the  reign  of 
nature,  in  a  vrord,  that  gave  so  much  pure  de- 
light to  one  of  his  habits  and  turn  of  mind. 
Still  he  felt,  tliough  it  was  unconsciously,  like 
a  poet  alao.  tf  he  found  a  pleasure  in  atady- 
ing  this  large,  and,  to  hint,  unusual  opening 
into  t)ic  niysterieH  and  forms  of  the  woods,  as 
one  ia  gratified  in  getting  broader  views  of  any 
subject  that  has  long  occupied  his  thoughts^ 
he  was  not  inneiiHihle  to  the  innate  lovelinesa 
of  cucb  a  landscaiie  neither,  but  felt  a  portion 
of  that  soothing  of  the  spirit  which  is  a  oom- 
nion  attendant  of  a  scene  so  tliorouglily  pcf^ 
faded  by  the  holy  calm  of  nature. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"CoBcihallwccaud  kill  i»T«i»M! 
Aad  T«t  k  Irb  ow,  Um  |ii>or  difpM  Itelv— 
Bf laf  Mifra  hat^ktn  al  Itiii  diWrt  dferr- 
Sbo«IJ,  in  iWron  mnfl^i.  vUb  (orfced  WmU 
IUr  Ibdr  rouad  ktrndM  (ond." 


I 


lltJiiRT  Harry  thought  more  of  the  beau- 
ties of  Judith  Hutter,  than  of  thoM  of  tha 

GUniiDerglASfl,  and  it*  accompanying  soenecy. 
Ax  soon  as  he  had  taken  a  sufficientif  intimate 
mrrey  of  Floating  Tom's  implements,  there- 
fore, he  summoned  his  companion  to  the  canoe, 
that  they  might  go  down  the  lake  in  quest  of 
the  &miJy.  Previous  to  embarking,  howerer, 
Hurry  cnrcfully  examined  the  whole  of  the 
northern  end  of  tlie  water  with  an  indifferent 
■liip's  glass,  that  formed  a  part  of  Huttcr's 
effects.  In  tliis  scrutiny,  no  part  of  tlie  shore 
was  overlooked ;  the  bays  and  points  in  parti- 
cular, being  subjected  to  a  closer  inquiry  than 
the  feat  of  the  wooded  boundary. 
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"Tia  as  I  tlionglit,"  said  Hurry,  laying 
uido  the  gloss,  "  the  old  fellow  is  driving 
about  the  south  end  this  fine  weather,  and 
has  left  the  castle  to  defend  itself.  Well,  now 
we  know  that  he  is  not  up  this>a>way, 
'twill  be  but  a  small  matter  to  paddle  down ; 
and  bunt  htm  up  in  his  hiding- place." 

"Docs  Master  flutter  think  it  ni-cetsary  to 
burrow  on  tliis  lake  ?"  inquired  DcersUyer,  ax 
he  followed  his  companion  into  tlie  canoe ; 
"  to  my  eye,  it  ia  such  a  wlitude  as  one  might 
open  his  whole  soul  in,  and  fear  no  ono  to 
disarrange  his  thoughts  ur  his  worship." 

"You  fi^rget  your  frienda,  the  Mingos,  and 
all  the  French  savages.  Is  there  a  spot  on 
'trt3i,  Deerslayer^  to  which  thcin  disquiet 
rogues  don't  go }  Where  i^  the  lake,  or  even 
tltc  deer-lick,  that  the  blackguards  don't  &nd 
out ;  and,  harinj;  found  out,  don't  sooner  or 
later,  discolour  its  water  willi  hlood  ?** 

*'  I  hear  nogoodctuiracterof  Uicni,  sArtainly^ 
friend  Hurry,  though  I  'vc  never  been  called 
on,  as  yet,  to  meet  them,  or  any  other  mortal 
on  tite  n-ar-patli.  I  dare  to  nay  Uiat  such  > 
lovely  spot  as  this  would  not  be  likely  to  be 
overlooked  by  such  plunderers ;  for,  though 
I've  not  bi-cn  in  the  way  of  quarrelling  with 
them   tribes   myself,  the   Uclawares  give  ma 
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lucb  an  account  of  'cm,  that  I've  pretty  much 
let  'em  doirn,  in  my  own  mind,  w  thorough 
BtiKreants.'' 

**  Yoa  piay  do  Ui^t  with  a  safe  oonBci«noe, 
or,  for  that  matter,  any  other  savage  you  may 
)ia{>pen  to  meet." 

Here  Deerslayer  protested,  and,  as  they 
went  paddling  down  tiie  lake,  u  hot  diKuitsion 
vas  maintained  concerning  the  respective 
oierits  of  the  pale-faces  and  the  red-skins. 
Uurr)'  had  all  the  prejudices  and  antipathies 
of  a  white  hunter,  who  generally  regards  the 
Indian  as  a  sort  of  nature!  competitor,  and, 
not  unfrequently,  as  a  natural  cncmr.  As  a 
matter  of  ooursc,  he  was  loud,  clamorous,  dog- 
matical, and  not  very  argumentatire.  Dcei^ 
■layer,  on  the  other  hand,  manifested  ^  very 
different  temper ;  proving,  by  the  moderation 
of  hia  language,  tlie  fairness  of  his  views,  and 
the  simplicity  of  bis  distinctions,  that  he  pus- 
MMed  every  disposition  to  hear  reason,  a 
■Irong  iniuLe  desire  to  do  justice,  and  an  in- 
grauousness  that  was  singularly  indisposed  to 
have  recourse  to  sophisms  to  maintain  an 
a^^mcnt,  or  to  defend  a  prejudice.  Slil),  he 
was  nut  ultu^her  free  from  the  iniluei)cc  of 
tlie  latter  feeling.  This  tyrant  of  the  human 
mind,   which   rushes  on  its  prey,  through  a 
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thousajKl  arcnuei,  almost  *a  soon  as  inenbe|^ 
to  think  ond  feel,  and  wliicb  seldom  relin- 
qubih«a  lib  iron  sway  until  they  cease  to  do 
eitlitr,  had  tntide  tome  impresMon  on  even  the 
just  propensities  of  this  iodixndual,  who  pro- 
bably offered,  in  these  particulars^  a  fair  specx- 
men  of  what  absence  from  bad  exampU,  the 
vrant  of  temptation  to  go  wrong,  and  natiw 
good  feeling  can  render  youth. 

"  Too  will  allow,  Dcerslayer,  that  a  Mingo 
»  morctlian  halfdcnl,"  cried  Hurry,  following 
up  the  discussion  with  an  animation  that 
touched  closely  on  ferocity,  "  though  you  want 
to  over-pcrauade  roe  that  the  Delaware  tribe  is 
pretty  much  made  up  of  angels.  Now,  I  gain- 
say that  proposal,  consaming  white  men,  crea. 
All  white  men  are  not  faultless,  and  therefore 
■11  Indians  can't  be  faultless.  And  so  your 
Bigumeut  is  out  at  the  ell>ow  in  the  start. 
But  this  is  what  I  coll  reason.  Here's  three 
colours  on  'arth  ;  white,  black  and  red.  White 
is  the  h^(hesL  colour,  and  therefore  tlie  bost 
man  ;  black  comes  next,  and  is  put  to  lire  in 
the  neigh bourliood  of  the  while  man,  attol&- 
rahlc,  and  tit  to  be  made  use  of;  and  red  oome* 
last,  which  allows  tliat  thiMW  that  made  'em 
never  expected  an  Indian  to  be  accounted  aa 
morctlian  half  human." 
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■God  wade  all  three  alike,  Hurry." 
"Alike !     Oo  you  c&ll  a  nigger  tike  a  wbitB 
man,  or  me  like  aa  Indian  ?" 

"  Yoa  go  off  at  half-cock,  and  don^  bear  me 
oat.  God  made  ns  all,  white,  black  and  red} 
sad,  no  doobt,  bad  his  own  wiae  ioteutjaua  ia 
colooring  as  differently.  Still,  be  made  om,  in 
the  main,  much  the  same  in  fcelin'a;  tboagb, 
111  not  deny  that  he  garc  each  race  ita  gifta.  A 
white  man's  gift*  are  diristuuiiznl,  while  a  rcd- 
skin's  ate  more  for  the  viklemesa.  Thas,  it 
would  be  a  great  offeooe  for  a  wlute  man  to 
■calp  the  dead  ;  whereas,  it's  a  si)>na]  raitoe  in 
an  Indian.  Then  i^m,  a  white  man  cnimoc 
amboosfa  women  and  children  in  war,  while  a 
rad-skin  may.  Tta  eniW  work,  111  aQenr;  bat 
far  them  it's  tei^/U  worit  j  while  far  h^  it 
would  be  grievous  work.'* 

"That  dependa  on  yoor  inimy.  As  tar 
salpn^  or  even  akinnini^  a  Mnaf^  I  kiotl 
ttpon  tbem  pmty  much  the  aas  u  eading  off 
the  e*rs  of  wolves  for  the  boantr,  or  urippiag 
a  be*r  of  its  hide.  And  then  you're  oat  >^i^ 
6e*ntlT.  as  to  uking  the  poll  of  a  rcd-skm  ia 
hand,  seeing  Aat  the  rery  Colony  has  offered 
•  boanty  for  the  job ;  all  the  aame  a*  it  p*ya 
for  wolte*'  cars  and  crows'  heads.'* 

'  Ay  and  a  bad  bo&inea  it  is,  Harry.    Eren 
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t)ie  Indians  themselves,  cry  xltftme  on  it, 
seeing  it's  sg'in  a  white  man's  gifts.  1  do  not 
pretend  that  all  that  white  men  do,  is  properly 
christianized,  and  socurding  to  the  lights  giTCn 
them ;  for  tlicn  they  would  be  what  they  ovght 
to  be ;  which  we  know  they  arc  not;  bat  1  will 
maintain  that  tradition,  and  use,  and  colour, 
and  laws,  make  such  a  difTerenoe  in  races  aa  to 
amount  to  gifts.  I  do  not  deny  tliat  there  am 
tribes  among  the  Indians  tliut  are  nat'mlly  per- 
nrse  and  wicked,  m  tlicre  are  nations  among 
tl>c  wliitca.  Now,  I  a<;count  the  MiiigOH  aa 
bdongiiig  to  tlte  6nt,  and  tltc  Frendiem,  in  the 
Canadas,  to  tlic  last.  In  a  sute  of  Uurful  war- 
fu%  auch  a*  we  linve  Utcly  gut  into,  it  is  a 
duty  to  keej)  down  all  compoiuiomite  fceLin's 
so  liir  as  lil«  goeH,  ag'in  eitWr ;  but  when  it 
oomes  to  scalps  it's  a  very  diiTerent  matter." 

"  Just  hearken  to  reason,  if  you  pleasSj 
DMrslaycr,  and  tell  mo  il'  the  Colony  can  maka 
an  onlawful  law  ?  la  n't  on  onlawful  law  more 
ag'in  natur*  than  scalpin'  a  aavage  ?  A  law  ean 
tiu  more  be  oulawful,  than  tnith  can  be  a 
lie." 

"  "XYiM.  touuds  reasonahle ;  but  it  has  a  moat 
oamsonable  bearing,  Ilurr)-.  Laws  don't  all 
come  from  the  tame  quarter.  God  has  given 
us  bia'n,  and  some  oome  from  the  Colony,  and 
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otlicrs  cumc  from  Uie  king  and  parlUment. 
When  the  Colooy**  laws,  or  even  tlie  King's 
Itvs,  run  ag'tn  tlie  laws  of  God,  Utey  get  to  be 
cnilavful  and  ou^lit  not  to  be  obeyed.  I  hold 
(o  a  white  man's  rcs])ccting  white  laws,  ho  long 
u  they  do  not  cross  the  track  of  a  Uw  oomin' 
iroiii  a  higher  authority ;  and  for  a  rvd-maii  to 
obey  his  owii  red-skin  usages,  under  tlie  same 
privil^e.  Bat,  'tis  useless  talking,  as  eacli 
man  will  think  for  himself,  and  have  his  say 
■greeabic  to  his  thoughts.  Let  us  keep  a  good 
look  out  for  your  friend.  Floating  Tom,  lc«t  we 
pais  him,  as  fac  lies  liidden  under  tliis  bushy 
abore." 

Ueeralayer  had  not  named  the  borders  of  the 
lake  amiss.  Along  their  whole  length,  tltc 
smaller  tree*  overhung  the  water  with  their 
breiicbes  often  dipping  in  the  transparent 
elcmcnL  The  banks  were  steep,  even  from  tiic 
narrow  strand :  and,  as  vegetation  invariably 
struggles  towards  tlic  light,  tlie  effect  waa  pre- 
ciacly  tlint  at  which  the  lorer  of  the  picturesque 
would  have  iiinied,  had  the  ordering  of  thia 
gUmuuH  setting  of  forest  been  submitted  to 
kia  oontrol.  The  points  and  bays,  too,  were 
nifl&ctcntly  numerous  to  render  the  outline 
Imlien  and  diversilied.  As  the  canoe  kept 
dose  along  the  we»t«m  side  of  the  lake,  with  a 
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view,  as  Hurry  had  explained  to  his  com- 
pftiiion,  of  reconnoit«ring  for  eneinics  before  be 
tntsted  himself  too  openly  in  sight,  the  e 
pectntions  of  the  two  adTenturers  were  ke 
constantly  on  the  stretch,  as  neither  couli 
foretell  what  the  next  turning  of  a  point  might 
rcvcat.  Their  progress  was  swift,  the  fpg&ntk 
strength  of  Hurry  enabling  him  to  pUy  with 
tJte  light  bark  as  if  it  had  been  a  feather,  while 
the  sktU  of  his  companion  almost  equalixed 
tlieir  luefalnciis,  notnith standing  tlie  disparity 
in  natural  means. 

Eadi  time  the  canoe  passed  a  point,  lluiry 
turned  a  look  heliind  liim,  expecting  to  see  the 
**  ark"  anchored,  or  l>eached  in  the  hay.  He 
was  fated  to  be  disappointed,  howerer,  and 
they  had  got  within  a  mile  of  the  southern  end 
of  the  lake,  or  a  distance  of  quite  two  leagues 
from  the  '*  castle,"  which  was  now  hidden  from 
view  by  ludf  a  doscn  intervening  projections  of 
the  land,  when  he  suddenly  ceased  paddling, 
as  if  iraoertain  in  what  direction  next  to 
steer. 

"  It  is  poskiblo  tliat  the  old  chap  has  dro|>- 
pcd  into  tlic  river,"  said  Hurry,  after  looking 
oarcAdly  along  tlie  whale  of  Uie  eastern  sliure, 
which  was  about  a  mile  distant,  and  open  to 
his  scrutiny  for  inure  ikau    half  ib 
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*Ar  be  has  taken  to  trapping  conudcrahle 
ifbtc,  and,  bairiiig  flood-woo<l>  he  might  drop 
<!nm  it  a  mile  or  so ;  though  h«  would  have 
i  nost  scratching  time  in  getting  back 
igiin!" 

"  Where  is  this  outlet  V  asked  Deeralayerf 
"  I  Ke  no  opening  in  the  banks,  or  the  trees, 
dtat  looks  as  if  it  would  let  a  river  like  the 
Susqaeliiuinah  run  through  it." 

"  Ay,  Ueerslayer,  rirers  are  like  human 
uortals  ;  having  mnidl  begiiintngH,  atid  ending 
nth  broad  Hhuulders  nn<l  wide  mouths. 
Vou  don't  see  the  outlet,  bc«au»e  it  panes 
nween  high,  steep  banks ;  and  t)ie  piites, 
uid  hemlocks,  and  bass-woods  hang  orer 
it,  as  a  roof  hangs  orer  a  hutise.  If  old 
Tom  ia  not  in  tiie  *  Rat's  Cove,'  he  must 
liave  borrowed  in  tlie  river:  we'll  look  for 
him  first  in  the  Cove,  and  then  we'll  cross  to 
the  outlet,'" 

As  they  proceeded.  Hurry  explained  that 
there  was  a  shallow  bay,  formed  by  a  long, 
low  point,  that  had  gotten  the  name  of  the 
"  Rat's  CoTc,"  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
being  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  musk-rat ;  and 
which  offered  so  complete  a  cover  for  tlie 
"  ark,"  that  its  owner  was  fond  of  lying  in  it 
whenever  he  found  it  convenient. 
B      "  As  a  man  never  knows  who  may  be  his 
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Tutten,  in  thi*  put  of  the  ooantry,"  continaed 
Huiry,  "  tt'i  ft  great  adranUge  to  gM  a  good 
look  at  'em  before  they  come  too  near.  Nov 
it's  war,  sudi  caution  is  more  than  commoolf 
usefuJ,  sinoe  a  Canadian,  or  a  Miii}[o,  might 
get  into  bis  btit  afore  he  invited  'em.  But 
Hatter  b  s  first-rate  look-enter,  and  on 
imttf  mod)  ccent  danger,  as  a  boaod  tcenta 
the  deer." 

"  I  tiioald  think  the  castle  so  open,  that  it 
would  l>e  wrtain  to  draw  inimics,  if  any  ha[>- 
paoed  to  hud  the  lake ;  a  thing  onlikely 
•BOOgh,  I  will  allow,  as  it*s  off  the  trail  of  the 
forta  and  settlementa." 

"  Why,  Deerslayor,  I've  got  to  beliove  that 
a  man  mceta  witb  inimiea  easier  than  be  meets 
with  fr^inds.  It's  skcaHid  to  think  for  how 
many  causes  one  gets  to  be  yoor  inimy,  and  for 
how  few  your  fr'ind.  Some  take  up  the 
hatchet  because  you  don't  think  just  as  they 
think ;  other  some  because  you  run  ahead  of 
'em  in  the  same  idees ;  and  1  once  know'd  a 
TBgabnnd  that  quarrelled  with  a  fH'nd  hecattse 
he  didn't  think  bim  handsome.  Now,  you're 
no  monument  in  the  way  of  beauty,  yourself, 
DecrsUycr,  and  yet  you  woold'nt  be  ao  onrot- 
•onahlc  as  to  become  my  inimy  for  joat 
saying  so." 

"  I'm  aa  the  Lord  made  roe ;  and  I  wish  to 
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be  aocounted  no  better,  nor  any  worse.  Good 
look*  I  may  not  have }  that  is  to  say,  to  a 
degree  that  the  iij-ht-mindcd  and  vain  crave ; 
but  1  hope  I'm  not  ttltogcther  withuut  some 
ricotamcnd  in  the  way  of  good  conduct. 
I1»n*8  few  nobler  looking  men  to  be  Men 
than  yourseir,  Hurry ;  and  I  know  tliat  I  am 
not  to  cx|>ect  any  tu  turn  their  eyes  on  me» 
when  such  m  one  as  you  can  l>e  gawd  on  i  but 
I  do  not  know  tliat  a  hunter  U  leu  expart  with 
tlic  riHe,  ur  le-ts  Ui  be  relied  on  for  food,  hecause 
Uc  doesn't  wijih  to  stop  at  every  sinning 
■prtng  he  may  meet,  to  study  his  own  coun- 
tenance in  ttic  water." 

Here  Hurry  buret  intoa  fit  of  loud  laughter ) 
for,  while  he  was  too  reckless  to  care  ntuch 
about  bis  own  manifest  physical  superiority,  ha 
was  well  aware  of  it,  and,  like  most  men  who 
derive  an  advantage  from  tlie  accidents  of 
harth>  or  nature,  he  was  apt  to  tliink  compla- 
oently  on  the  subject,  whenever  it  happened  to 
cross  his  mind. 

"  No,  no,  Deerslayer,  you're  no  beauty,  as 
you  will  own  yourself,  if  you'll  look  over  the 
&de  of  the  canoe,"  he  cried ;  *'  Jude  will  say 
liat  to  your  face,  if  you  start  her,  for  a  partcr 
tongue  isn't  to  he  found  in  any  gal's  hcsd,  in 
or  out  of  the  settJements,  if  you  provoke  her 
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to  ■■>  it.  Mj  adTioe  to  roa  is  nerer 
afgntnte  Joditli ;  though  roa  mijr  tcU 
thing  to  BcUy,  uid  shell  Uke  tt  m  meek  ■> 
k  kmb.  No,  Jtide  will  be  just  u  bke  as  not 
to  tdl  joa  faer  opinion  oonmning  your 
Jooks." 

**  And  if  she  docs,  Harry,  >bc  wiJI  teU  rae  no 
more  tbui  ytni  Iibtc  said  already — " 

"  You're  not  thicWning  up  aboat  a  small 
remark,  I  bope,  Deerslayer,  when  no  haim  u 
m<anL  Yoa  are  n«(  a  beauty,  aa  yoa  must 
know,  and  wby  shouldn't  fri'nds  tell  each  other 
tbeae  little  trifles  ?  If  yoa  trot  handsome,  or 
ever  like  to  be,  I'd  be  one  of  the  fint  to  tell 
you  of  it ;  and  that  ought  to  content  yon. 
Xov,  if  Jude  was  to  tell  me  that  I'm  as  ugly  aa 
a  sinner,  I'd  take  it  as  a  sort  of  obligation,  and 
try  not  to  believe  her." 

"  It's  easy  for  them  that  nator'  has  &Toared 
to  jest  about  such  matters,  Hurry,  though  it 
H  sumclimcs  hard  for  others.  I'll  not  deny 
but  I've  had  my  cravings  towards  good  looks ; 
yes,  I  hare ;  but  then  I've  always  been  able  to 
get  ll>em  down  by  considering  how  many  I've 
known  with  fair  uutsidcs,  w)k>  have  had 
notliing  to  boast  of  inwardly.  Ill  not  deny. 
Hurry,  that  I  of^n  wish  I'd  been  creatsd 
more  comely  to  the  eye,  and  more  like  meh  a 


me  as  yourself,  in  thera  particulars ;  but  th«n 
I  get  tlie  feeling  under  by  remembering  how 
mucli  better  <>ir  1  am,  in  a  great  many  respeicts, 
tban  some  fellow- mortals.  I  might  have  been 
honi  tame,  uid  onfit,  eTcn  for  a  squirrel  bunt : 
or,  blind,  which  would  have  made  me  a  burthen 
on  myself,  ns  well  m  an  my  fri'ndn ;  or,  witli- 
QUt  hearing,  which  would  have  totally  uiiqunli- 
lied  me  for  ever  CKiu|)aij^ing,  or  scouting, 
which  I  look  fonranl  to,  as  jiart  of  a  man's 
doty  in  troublesome  times.  Yes,  yes  :  it's  not 
pleasant,  I  will  allow,  to  sec  them  th&t's  more 
comdy,  and  more  sought  after,  and  honoured 
than  yourtelf ;  bat  it  may  all  be  borne,  if  a 
mui  looks  the  evil  in  the  face,  and  don't  mis- 
take bis  giAs  and  his  obligations," 

Hurry,  in  the  main,  was  a  good-hearted,  as 
mil  as  good-natured  fellow,  and  tlie  self-abase* 
nent  of  his  companion  completely  got  the 
better  of  the  passing  feeling  of  personal  \'anity. 
He  regretted  the  atluMion  he  had  made  to  the 
other's  ap]>earanee,  and  endeavoured  to  express 
u  much,  though  it  was  done  in  tlte  uncouth 
manner,  that  belonged  to  the  habits  and 
opinions  of  the  frontier. 

"  1  meant  no  liBmi.  Dccrslaycr,"  he  an- 
swered, in  a  deprecating  manner,  *'  and  hope 
pa 'It  forget  what  I've  said.     If  you're  not 
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dowm%bt  handaoue)  jua've  «  sartjn  looV  that 
■iyt  pbiner  than  any  wonls,  t)iat  all's  right 
within.  Then  you  set  no  \-alic  by  looks,  awl 
will  the  sooner  for^ve  any  little  slight  to  yoor 
appearance.  I  will  notsay  that  Juflcwill  great- 
ly adioire  you,  for  that  might  raise  hopes  that 
would  only  breed  disapp'intment ;  but  there's 
Hetty,  now,  would  be  just  as  likely  to  find 
satisfaction  in  looking  at  you,  as  in  looking  at 
any  other  man.  Then  you're  alto^-ther  too 
grave  and  considcnto-likc,  to  care  mnch  about 
Juditfa  ;  lor,  thoui^h  llie  gal  in  onrommun,  she 
is  90  general  in  her  admiration,  tliat  a  man  need 
not  be  exalted,  because  slic  li«pj>ens  to  stnila. 
I  Kotnclinies  tJiink  the  hussy  loves  herself 
better  than  hIic  duci  any  thing  el«e  brenlhin'  1" 

**Ifahedtd,  Hurry,  she'd  do  no  more,  I'm 
afeard,  ttian  must  queens  on  their  thrones,  and 
ladies  in  the  towns,"  answered  Decrslaycr, 
smiling,  and  turning  hack  towards  his  com* 
panion  with  every  trace  of  fechng  banished 
bom  his  honest-looking  and  frank  oountdnanosk 
"  I  never  yet  know'd  even  a  Dctawsre  of  whom 
you  might  not  say  tliat  much.  But  here  is  the 
end  of  the  long  p'int  you  mentioned^  and  the_ 
*  Rat's  Core*  can't  be  far  otf." 

This  pMtil,  instead  of  thrusting  itself  fo 
like  all  the  others,  ran  in  a  line  «-i 
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<bon  of  the  Uke,  whidi  have  «mpt  vitUn  it 
81  ft  deep  MM  rcorBQ  ovff  ciwiiity  rauiHl  sovIb 
■pia,  feC  tbe  dUtotwM  of  a  qnutcr  of  »  nile, 
and  uotd  the  vaUejr,  fornuog  ibt  BOalbrrn 
tmnawboo  of  the  water.  InUuilMT,  HvnjUtt 
llimM  ocrtain  of  fioding  tii«  wrl^  nna*,  aocbaiwl 
bdnwl  tbe  trea  ihftt  cotered  Uw  omtov  atrip 
of  the  point,  it  mi^ht  bave  hn  cooewled  fraoi 
eres  ui  entire  mnuoer.  So  omnplm, 
was  tbe  oorer,  in  this  ipoi,  thai  a  boat 
hnled  doae  to  tbe  beach,  within  tbe  point,  aod 
netf  the  bottom  of  tbe  bajr,  oould  bj  poasibibty 
be  accQ  from  oaiy  oae  directioa ;  and  that  waa 
from  a  danMAf>«ooded  abore,  within  tbe  iw«^ 
of  the  water,  where  mnngut  woaU  be  bttk 
apt  to  pt. 

"  W«  aball  Mwn  aee  the  ark,"  aaid  Harry, 
8i  the  eutoe  gbded  round  tbe  cxtmnitf  of  the 
peist,  vberctbe  water  waa  »  deep  aa  actaallr 
M  appear  bhdt;"  be  lores  to  bamrn  «p  aBong 
tbenubea,  and  weritaObe  in  hie  nealia  five 
Btnotca,  altboBgb  the  old  fellow  may  be  off 
anoiqi  the  napa  himwilf.'' 

Marab  prored  a  &be  pnqibeC  The  canoe 
eompltaly  doohled  the  point,  ao  ••  to  enable 
tbe  two  trateUen  ta  eoanmaitd  a  view  of  tbe 
•hole  cove,  or  b«f .  for  a  was  more  property  tbe 
Im^  aod  DO  object,  but  those  that  nature  had 
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nepbdd 

l;bst  aD  hytntWi 
of   a   vikleracis. 
acew  VM  Mcb  M  k  poet,  or  «d  artist 
Mifv  OBipMCfl  n,    bot  It  Baa  do  ytMnn  lor 
Hwiy  B  vryv  *w>  wm  MUBiBg  win  i 
to  pet  a  Hso'  "*  ****  n^t-BMndcd  bcon^. 

netBoboa  of  tfae  caaoeiMKi  been  Mttadrf 
wiUi  Eule  or  no  auic,  the  fruotier-awn, 
tnHj,  fitting  Mcoitaawd  to  cantjoa  : 
of  thflirioovcnHDta,  and  it  oow  by  oa  tfae| 
wtUK  appearing  to  doal  to  air,  partaking  of  tlie 
breathing  stillncM  that  wened  to  pemde  tha 
entire  acene.  At  thi>  instant  a  dry  stidc  «u 
l»card  cracking  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land, 
that  concealed  tlie  tny  from  the  open  hkc 
Both  the  adrenturers  started,  and  each  ex> 
tended  a  lutnd  towards  his  rifle,  the  we^ioa 
oerer  bein^  oat  of  reach  of  the  arm. 

**  TVras  too  heary  for  any  light  creator',** 
whi^KTcil  Hurry,  "and  it  sounded  like  the 
tnad  of  a  man  V 

"  Not  Ml — not  ao,"  returned  Dc«r«1aycr ; 
"  'twas,  as  you  say,  too  heavy  for  one,  but  it 
waa  too  light  for  Uie  other.  Put  your  paddW 
in  tlu!  water,  and   send  tlie  canoe   tti  tu 
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k>g ;  I'll  Ufld,  and  cut  off  the  creatur's  retreat 
np  the  pint,  be  it  a  Mingo,  or  be  it  only  n 
musk  nW 

Aa  Hurry  complied,  Deenlayer  was  soon  on 
the  shore,  advancing  into  the  thicket  with  a 
moccasin 'd  foot,  and  a  caution  that  prevented 
the  least  noise.  In  a  minute,  he  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  narrow  atrip  of  land,  and  moving 
alowly  down  towards  its  end,  the  bushes  ren- 
deriog  extreme  watchftdneu  nucessaf)'.  Just 
aa  he  n-achcd  the  centre  of  the  thicket,  the 
dried  twigs  cracked  again,  and  the  noise  was 
repeated,  at  short  intervals,  as  if  some  creature 
having  life  walked  slowly  towards  the  point. 
Hurry  heard  these  sounds  also,  and,  pushing 
the  cauoc  off  into  the  bay,  he  seized  his  ritle  to 
watch  the  result.  A  breathless  minute  suc- 
ceeded, after  which  a  noble  buckvralked  out  of 
the  thicket,  proceeded  with  a  stalely  step  to 
the  aandy  extremity  of  the  point,  and  began  to 
afaike  his  thirst  from  the  water  of  the  lake. 
Hurry  hesitated  an  instant ;  tlien  raising  his 
riAe  hastily  to  his  shoulder,  he  took  sight  and 
firecL  The  effect  of  this  sudden  interruption 
of  the  solemn  stillness  of  such  a  soone.,  was  not 
ila  least  striking  peculiarity.  Tlie  report  of  the 
weapon  had  tlic  usual  sharp,  short  sound  of  the 
rifle ;  but,  when  a  few  moments  of  silence  had 
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sncceciled  the  sudden  crack,  during  whicli  the 
noise  urns  floating  in  air  across  the  water,  it 
reschcd  the   rocks  of  the  opposite  mountain, 
irhcre   the   vibrations   accumulated,  and  were 
rolled  from  canty  to  cavity  for  miJes  along  tbc 
liilU,  seeming  to  awaken  the  sleeping  tJiunden 
of  the  woods.      I'he  buck  merely   shook  Im 
hetid  at  the  report  of  the  ride,  and  the  whistling 
uf  tJic  bullet,  for  never  before  had  he  conte  in 
contact  with  man  ;   but  the  echoes  of  the  hilla 
aM-ftkencd   his  distrust,  and,   leaping  forward, 
with  his  four  legs  drawn  under  his  body,  he  fell 
at  once  into  doep  water,  and  began  to  swim  to- 
wards the  (oat  of  the   lake.     Hurry  shouted^ 
and  daahed  forward  in  chase,  and  for  ooe  or 
Mro  miaiitos  tin  water  foamed  around  the  por- 
net  nd  Ae  pursonl.    The  former  wis  daab- 
ing  post  tlic  point,  when  Decrslaycr  appeared 
on  the  sand,  and  «gned  to  him  to  return. 
"  Twaa  tncoBxideratc  to  pull  a  trifQ[cr 
we  had  rooonn'itnid  titc  shore,  and  made  >ai 
that  no  inimics  harboured  near  it,"  said  Uw 
latter,  as  his  companion  slowly  and  reluctantly 
oumplied.     "  'lliis  mudi  I  liave  Tamed  from 
the    Delaware*,  in   tlic  way  of  sdioolmg   and 
tnuUtiona,  eren  thoi^i  I've  never  yet  boea  on 
awar-|Mith.  And,  moreover,  venison  can  hardly 
be  called  in  aceaan,  now,  and  we  do  not  wi 
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(or  food.    Tbejr  nB  bm  DendaTcr,   111 

knd  perbsps  I  deatrre  the  nuae,  to  tbe  vr^  «£ 

undentMadiBg  the  cratur'a  hdbkk,  u  nflw 

for  saxuio^  ta  the  tan ;  bat  thmj  evi't  i 

BM  of  IdUinB  m  laJBil  vlien  there 

■OD  <br  tbt  BOft,  or  tlw  din.     I   aef  Ws 

abycr,  it's  tme,  bat  I'm  no  ■haglcenv.* 

*«  'TnMunrfBlMiitBketoiiuMtteb«&^ 
dcUimcd  Uurrjf  dofin  ftw  ap 
fab  tiogers  thrai^Ji  Ua  *—■ "*-~t.  bit  i 
coils,  BS  if  be  would  looaen  hia  *"f^r^  U 
by  the  pnieeas;  "  I've  out  done  so  nniienrtj 
« liuog  Mnoe  I  «as  fifteen." 

"  Merer  luBcnt  it;  dw onetor'e  deatb  ooald 
bnc  doee  ncidMr  of  ua  any  good,  asd  aighC 
bav«  doiie  o*  hana.  Then  echoes  •■■  man 
amMt  in  mj  can,  tkaa  yavr  ■inrfw,  Hwtry ; 
Sar  thej  aeood  bkc  tbe  ▼eise 
OBt  ag"!!)  a  vasttftil  and  milliiiiliieg,  i 

•■  Yoa'U  bcBT  ptentjr  of  sodt  o^  if  yoa 
twry  kMg  in  liua  qoutw  at  tke  wbU,  Ud,** 
(CUtrned  tbe  other  *— ^-^  "thm 
icpat  pretty  aiiidi  all  that  ta  aaid  «r  doee  i 
til*  dtBunenlaM^  ib  tUi  c^bi 
t^^  irBpddblaIk.7«abesr  efil. 
timee,  ay^  and  ag^ ;  a*  if  the  hiUa  voe  mock- 
iBg  jtHir  dBnaatae ;  aad  a  be^  or  a  wfaiatle, 
eavcB  out  of  (hem  poMi,  vben  tbey  're  to  the 
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bumoor  to  speak,  in  avnty  to  make  you  believe 
tbej  can  r'allr  cunvane." 

**  So  mudi  tlie  more  reason  for  being  pru- 
dent snd  silent.  I  do  not  think  the  inimjr  can 
have  found  their  way  into  these  hills  ytt,  for  I 
don*t  know  what  thry  are  to  gain  by  it ;  but  all 
the  Dclawarea  tell  nic,  that  as  courage  is  a  war- 
rior's first  rartuc,  so  is  prudence  his  second. 
One  such  call  from  the  mountains,  is  enough 
to  let  a  whole  tribe  into  tbe  secret  of  our  ani- 

**  If  it  does  no  otlier  good,  it  will  wnm  old 
Tom  to  put  the  pot  over,  and  let  him  know 
visitors  are  at  band.  Come,  lad ;  get  into  the 
canoe,  and  we  will  hunt  the  ark  up  while  thera 
is  yet  day." 

Ocerslayer  complied,  and  the  c«noe  left  the 
spot.  Ita  head  was  tumed  diagonally  acron 
tlic  lake,  pointing  towards  tlie  KonlJi-castem 
cun-aturc  of  tlie  sheet.  In  tliat  direction,  tJie 
distance  to  the  shore,  or  to  tbe  temunation  of 
the  lake,  on  tbe  course  tbe  two  were  imiw 
steering,  was  not  quite  a  mile,  an<)  llteir  pro> 
gross  being  always  swifi,  it  was  fast  lessening 
under  the  skilful,  hut  enay  sweeps  of  the  pad- 
dles. When  about  Imlf-way  across,  a  slight 
noise  drew  the  eyes  of  the  men  towanlti  the 
Dearest  land,  and  they  sow  that  the  buck  woa 
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JQSt  emerging  from  the  lake,  and  wading  towards 
the  beach.  In  a  minute  tlie  noble  miiroal 
shook  tiie  water  from  his  flanks,  gnxed  upward 
at  the  covering  of  trees,  «nd,  bounding  against 
tlMbank,  plunged  into  the  forest. 

"  That  erratnr'  goes  ofl*  with  gratitade  in  his 
hearty''  aaid  Deerslayer,  "  for  natur'  tells  liim 
b«  haa  eM:ape<l  a  great  danger.  You  ought  to 
have  Mme  of  the  same  feelin's,  Hurry,  to  think 
four  eye  wasn't  truer — tliat  your  hand  was 
onsteady,  when  no  good  could  come  of  a  shot 
that  waa  intended  oncoe&iungly,  rather  than  in 
reason." 

"  I  deny  the  eye  and  ihe  hand,"  cried  March, 
witlt  some  heat.  "  You've  got  a  little  charac- 
ter down  among  the  Delawarcs,  there,  for 
quickness  and  sartainty  at  a  deer ;  but  I  should 
like  t»  see  you  behind  one  of  them  pines,  and 
a  fall-painted  Mingo  behind  another,  each  with 
a  cock'd  ritle,  and  a-stnving  for  the  chance ! 
Them's  the  situations,  Nathaniel,  to  try  the 
fight  and  the  hand,  for  they  begin  with  trying 
the  narrea.     1  never  look  upon  killing  s  crca- 

Ltur"  as  an  esplite ;  but  killing  s  savage  is.  The 
time  will  come  to  try  your  hand,  now  we're 
got  to  blows  ag'in,  and  we  shall  soon  know 
what  a  ven'son  repitation  can  do  in  the  field. 
I  deny  that  either  hand  or  eye  was  onstcady ; 
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it  wu  M  a  niisca]<7nt«lton  of  the  back,  irfat 
stood  still  when  he  ought  to  hir«  kept  in 
tion,  nnd  »o  I  shot  fthend  of  him." 

'*  Hare  it  your  own  way.  Hurry ;   nil  I  con- 
tend for  i»,   tliat  it's  lucky.     I  dare  say  I  shaD 
not  pull  upon  a  human  mortal  aa  steadily,  or  ^ 
with  a«  light  a  heart,  as  I  pull  upon  a  deer."     ^H 

"  Who's  talking  of  raortalii,  or  of  human  " 
beings  at  all,  Deonlayer  ?     I  pat  the  matter  to 
yoo  on  the  supposition  of  an  Indian.     I  date 
say  any  man  would   hare  his  feelin's  when 
gnt  to  be  life,  or  death,  ag'in  anotlier  hu 
mortul ;   but  there  would    be  no  such  acm; 
in  r^ard  to  an  Indian;  nothing  but  the  chance 
of  his  bitting  you,  or  the  chance  of  your  hittit^ 
him." 

"  I  look  upon  the  red  men  to  be  quite  as 
hatnan  as  wa  are  ourselves.  Hurry.  Tbey  hsra 
their  ^fts,  and  their  religion,  it's  true ;  but 
that  lonkcH  no  difference  in  the  end,  when  eadi 
will  be  judged  according  to  hit  deeds,  and 
aceortling  to  his  skin.** 

"  That's  downrii^ht  missionary,  and  will 
tittle  fiiToar  np  in  ihis  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  Moravians  don't  congregate.  Now, 
skin  makes  the  rmu.  This  is  reason  ;  els«  how 
are  proplr  to  judge  of  ea<-h  other.  The  akin  ia 
put  on,  over  all,  in  order  Uiat  when  a  creatur*. 
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or  a  mortal,  U  fiatiy  seen,  you  may  knuw  »t 
once  what  to  make  of  him.  You  know  a  hear 
from  a  hog  by  faia  akin,  and  a  grey  atquirre) 
from  a  black." 

**  Troe,  Hurry,"  said  the  other,  looking  back 
and  smiling,  "  neverthalesa,  tbey  are  both 
aquirrola." 

"  Who  denies  it }  But  youtl  luit  say  UiaB 
a  red  man  and  a  whit«  man  arc  both  Indiana  ?*' 

**  Xo ;  but  I  do  say  they  are  both  men.  Mcm 
of  different  races  and  colours,  and  having  dif- 
ferent gifta  and  traditions,  bot,  in  the  main, 
witii  Die  same  natur'.  Both  liavc  souls ;  and 
both  will  be  held  accountable  fur  tbeir  <lceds  in 
tfaialifc." 

Hurry  was  one  of  thnse  Uieorists  who  be- 
beted  in  the  inferiority  of  all  of  Uw  humnii 
nee  who  were  not  white.  Hia  notions  on  the 
fubject  were  nut  very  clear,  nor  were  hia  deli- 
nitions  at  all  well  settled ;  but  his  o|>iniotiH 
were  none  tbe  less  dogmatical,  or  fierce.  Uih 
oooKienoe  accused  him  of  sundry  lawless  acts 
■gaiost  the  Indians,  and  he  had  found  it  an 
exceedingly  essy  mode  of  quieting  it,  by  put- 
ting tbe  whole  hniily  of  red  men,  incontinently, 
without  the  category  of  human  right*.  -Nq- 
ihing  angered  him  sooner,  than  to  deny  his 
prapcmtioii}  more  e3|>eciaU}-  if  tlie  denial  were 


THE    DBERSLAYEB. 


McoffipwiMd  by  >  show  of  plausible  argutocat} 
and  he  did  not  listen  to  bis  companioDs  r»- 
marks  willt  raucli  contpusurc,  of  either  inan- 
tier  or  fctfbng, 

"  You're  a  boy,  Decrslayor,  misled  and  mis- 
oonxaitcd  by  Delaware  arU,  and  mianonary 
ignorance,"  be  exclaimed,  with  bis  usual  iadif- 
fcrence  to  tbc  forms  of  speed),  wben  excited. 
"  yVu  may  account  yourself  as  a  red  aWin's 
brother,  but  /  hold  'em  all  to  be  animals;  with 
itotlitng  human  about  'em,  but  cunning.  Jiial 
they  liave,  111  allow ;  but  so  has  a  fox,  or  even 
a  bear.  Tm  older  than  you,  and  tiave  lived 
longer  in  tlie  woods — or,  for  that  matter,  bare 
lived  always  tltere,  and  am  not  to  be  told  what 
an  Indian  is,  or  what  he  is  not.  1/  you  wish 
to  l>c  oonsidered  a  savage,  you've  only  tu  aay 
so,  and  IIJ  name  you  as  such  to  Judith,  and 
the  old  roan,  and  then  we'll  see  bow  you  '11  Uko 
your  welcome." 

Here  Hurry's  imagination  did  his  temjwr 
some  service,  since  by  conjuring  up  the  recep- 
tion Ills  semi-aqiuktic  acquaintance  would  be 
Idccly  to  beittow  on  one  tJius  introduced,  ha 
burst  into  a  hearty  6t  of  Uughtcr.  Deerslayer 
too  well  knew  the  uadessness  of  attempting  to 
cotivinoe  such  a  being  uf  any  thing  againu  his 
prqudioes  to  feel  a  desire  to  attempt  tlte  task  i 
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uih)  was  not  sorry  th&t  the  approach  of  the 
«ti«  to  Ui«  soutfa-eastcm  curv«  of  the  lake, 
pn  s  new  direction  to  his  ideas.  They  were 
now,  indeed,  quite  near  the  place  that  March 
had  pointed  out  for  the  position  of  the  outlet, 
anil  both  began  to  look  for  it  with  a  curiosity 
tlut  m  iQcreascd  by  the  expectation  of  finding 
Uievk. 

It  may  ittrike  the  reader  ns  a  litttc  singular, 

^  die   place   where  a   stream   of  any  siM 

puwd  ttirough  banks  tJiat  had  an  elevation 

of  MOK   twenty  feet,   should  t>c  a  niatter  of 

tlonbt  with    men    who  could  not  now  have 

'Ktn  more   than  two  hundred    yards  distant 

fwm  the  pred»c  spot.     It  will  be  recollected, 

Ixnverer,  tiiat  the  treca  and  bushes  here,  as 

vliewheie,  fairly  overhung  the  water,  making 

tocli  a  fringe  to  tlie  lake,  «9  to  conceit  any 

Ijltle  variations  from  its  general  outline. 

"  I'rc  not  been  down  at  this  end  of  the  lake 
these  two  summers,"  stud  Hurry,  standing  up 
in  the  canoe,  the  better  to  look  about  him. 
"  Ay,  there's  the  rock,  showing  its  chin  aboro 
the  mter,  and  i  know  that  the  river  begins  in 
its  neighbourhood.'* 

Tlie  men  now  plied  the  paddles  again,  and 
ihey  were  presently  within  u  few  yards  of  the 
rock,  floating  towards  it,  though  Uieir  efforts 
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■wen  suspended.  This  rock  wai  not 
being  merel)-  Nome  fivt  or  nix  feet  high, 
half  of  which  elevation  roue  above  th«  Ukl 
Hie  incessant  washing  of  the  water, 
centuries,  had  so  rounded  iti  suminit,  that 
rcMmbled  a  lar^te  bee-hire  in  shape,  iU  fonn 
being  more  than  usually  regular  and  even. 
HuTTj-  remarked,  ns  they  floatwl  slowly  paat^ 
that  this  rock  was  well  knowii  t«>  all  the  Indians 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  tbut  they  were 
in  the  practice  of  u«ng  it  as  a  mark,  tu  desig- 
nate the  piflcc  of  meeting,  when  sepantted  by 
tlioir  buiilN  and  marches. 

"And  here  is  the  rivrr,  Decrslayer,"  be 
oontinaed,  "though  so  shut  in  by  trees  and 
bashes,  as  to  look  more  like  an  aiid.busbj 
than  the  outlet  of  such  a  sheet  as  the  Glim- 
mergluft." 

Hurry  hwl  not  badly  described  the  plaoe^ 
whidt  did  truly  sccni  to  be  u  stream  Ijing  in 
amhusii.  11ie  high  batiks  might  have  been  ■ 
htntdred  feet  asunder;  but,  on  the  weiterv 
side,  a  small  Int  of  low  land  extended  so  &r 
forward,  as  to  diminisli  tlie  breadth  of  the 
ftnam  to  half  tliat  widUi.  As  the  boabcs  bung 
in  tlie  water  beneath,  and  pines  that  had  the 
stature  of  Hi  urch>  steeples,  rose  in  tall  column* 
abore,   all   inclining  towards  the  light,   antU 
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their  branches  tntenwii|^ecl,  the  eye,  at  a  litdc 
distance,  could  not  easily  detect  any  opeaing 
in  the  shore,  to  mark  tJie  egress  of  the  xnxa. 
In  the  forest  above,  no  tnoca  of  this  outlet 
vera  to  be  seen  from  the  lake,  tJic  wiiote  pre* 
aenttng  the  asme  connected,  and  Memingly 
intenmD^blc,  carpet  of  leaves.  Aa  tlie  canoe 
dowly  advanced,  sucked  in  by  the  current,  it 
ottered  beneath  an  arob  of  trees,  through 
which  the  light  from  the  heavens  atraggled  bf 
ounal  openings,  faintly  relieving  the  gloom 
beneath. 

**  This  is  a  nat'ial  and-busb,"  half  vhispend 
Uurry,  as  if  be  felt  tiiat  the  place  was  deroted 
to  secnoay  and  watchfulness ;  **  depend  on  it, 
aid  Tom  has  burrovrcd  with  the  ark  somewhere 
in  this  quarter.  We  will  drop  down  wilti  the 
current  a  sliort  distance,  and  ferret  him  out." 

"  This  Bcenis  no  place  for  a  vessel  of  any 
■tie,** returned  the  other;  "  it  appears  to  me, 
that  we  ahoU  liave  hanlly  room  enough  fur  tbc 
cuioe." 

Hurry  laughed  at  tfata  nggeation,  and,  as  it 
soon  appeared,  with  mson;  fur,  tlic  fringe  i4 
busbca  iiDinecliatcly  uu  the  shore  of  tbc  lake 
mt  no  sooner  p«s«d,  than  the  adventurers 
iirond  tbemaelves  in  a  narrow  stream  of  a 
■uSident  depth  of  limpid  water,  n'itb  a  strong 
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current,  and  a  canopjr  of  leaves,  upheld  by 
arches  com|iose(l  of  the  limbs  of  hoary  trees. 
Bushes  lined  the  shores,  as  usual,  but  they  left 
«u£Scient  space  between  tliem  to  admit  the 
pMUge  of  any  thing  that  did  not  exceed 
twenty  feet  in  widtli,  and  to  allovr  of  a  per- 
spective ahead  of  eight  or  ten  times  that  dis- 
tance. 

Neither  of  our  two  adventurers  used  his 
paddle,  except  to  keep  the  light  bark  in  the 
centre  of  the  current,  hut  both  watclied  eadi 
turning  of  the  xtreain,  of  which  there  were  two 
or  tbreo  within  the  first  hundred  yards,  with 
jealous  vigilance.  Turn  after  turn,  however, 
was  passed,  and  the  canoe  had  dropped  down 
with  the  current  some  little  distance,  when 
Hurry  caught  a  buah,  and  arrested  ita  move- 
ment, so  suddenly  and  silently,  as  to  denote 
some  unusual  motive  for  the  act.  SecrsUyer 
laid  hu  hand  on  the  stock  of  his  rifle,  as  soon 
as  he  noted  this  proceeding;  but  it  was  quite 
as  much  with  a  hunter's  habit,  as  livm  sitjr 
feeling  of  alarm. 

"There  the  old  fellow  is  !"  whispered  Hurry, 
p(»nting  with  «  finger,  and  laughing  heartily, 
though  be  carefully  avoided  making  a  n(MS^ 
"  rattiog  it  away,  just  as  I  supposed ;  up  to  his 
knen  in  the  nuid  and  water,  looking  to  the 
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traps  and  the  bait.  But,  for  the  lif«  of  me,  I 
cmii  see  noUiing  of  tti«  afk  ;  tliough  I'll  bet 
CTCfj  skin  I  lake  this  warcn,  Jude  isn't  trust- 
ing ber  i>relty  IJule  feet  in  tlic  neighbourhood 
of  that  black  mud.  The  gal's  more  likely  to 
be  bnidlng  Iter  hair  by  the  side  of  some  spring, 
where  she  can  see  her  own  good  looks,  and 
ooUeet  aoomfal  feeUngs  ag'in  us  men." 

"  Tou  orer-judge  young  women  ;  yes,  yoo 
do,  Hurry— who  as  often  bethink  themof  Uimr 
fiulings  as  they  do  of  their  perfections.  I  dare 
to  say,  tliiii  Judith,  now,  is  no  such  admirer  of 
benelf.  and  no  such  sconier  of  our  sex,  us  you 
acem  to  tJiitik ;  and  tlutt  she  ia  quite  as  hkely 
to  be  sarring  her  fuUier  in  tlie  house,  where- 
evcr  that  may  he,  as  he  is  to  be  sarving  her 
among  the  traps." 

"  It's  a  pleasure  to  hear  truth  from  a  man's 
tongue,  if  it  be  only  once  in  a  girl's  life,"  cried 
a  pleasant,  rich,  and  yet  soft  female  voice,  so 
near  tlie  canoe,  an  to  make  both  the  listeners 
ataft.  "As  for  you,  Master  Hurry,  fair  wordla 
are  so  apt  to  chuak  you,  that  I  no  lon^r  expect 
to  hear  them  from  your  mouth ;  the  lost  yoa 
ottered  sticking  in  your  throat,  and  coming 
near  to  death.  But  I'm  glad  to  sec  you  keep 
better  society  than  formerly,  and  llint  they  who 
know  hov  to  esteem  and  treat  women,  are  not 
ashamed  to  journey  in  your  company." 
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At  this  w»s  naid,  a  singulnrly  liandsome  and 
youUifdl  feiuole  fuce  was  Uinuit  through  u 
opening  in  the  leaves  within  reach  of 
slayer's  paddle.  Its  owner  smiled  grneiousl; 
on  the  young  roan;  and  the  frown  that 
cast  on  Hurry,  though  siinulatcd  and  pettish, 
had  Uie  effect  to  render  her  beauty  more  strik- 
ing by  exhibiting  the  play  of  an  cxpresrin^ 
but  capriciouR  countenance;  one  that  seemed 
to  change  from  the  soft  to  the  severe,  th* 
mirthful  to  the  reproving,  with  lacility  and^ 
indificrcnce.  B 

A  second  look  explained  the  nature  of  tiM 
surprise.  Cuwittingly,  the  men  bad  dropped 
alongnde  of  the  ark,  which  had  been  purjiotely 
OOnoealed  in  bushes,  cut  and  arranged  for  tli« 
{MupoM  ;  and  Judith  Huttcr  hod  merely 
pushed  aside  the  learea  that  lay  before  a 
window  in  order  to  show  her  fitce,  and  speak 
them. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"  A»6  iW  IhaU  fMra  ttatu  mi  wUk  ror. 
WhM  I  MMi  10  htfr  utRt  bower. 
Aoil  thai  j«uaf  Maf  ri«l«  u  nc  ii  dew. 
Ant  I  tbi(  lb«  »llml  tutamlri  ntw. 
To  look  m  Ike  brcijr  Omrer." 

MTAITT. 


The  ark,  sa  the  floating  habitation  of  tbe 
llnttera  was  gcDerally  called,  iras  a  rery  simple 
OOQtrivanoe.  A  large  flat,  or  kov,  conipoied 
the  buoyant  pan  of  the  Teasel ;  and,  in  ita 
oenire,  occupying  the  whole  of  ita  breadth,  and 
■bout  tvo-thirdi  of  ita  Icngtb,  stood  a  low 
bbric,  resembling  the  cmstle  in  construction^ 
tboQgh  made  of  materials  so  light  as  barely  to 
be  bullet-proof.  As  the  sides  of  the  scow  were 
a  little  higher  than  usual,  and  the  interior  of 
the  cabin  h»d  no  more  elevation  than  was 
Moessary  for  comfort,  this  unusual  addition 
had  neither  a  vcrj-  cluiosy,  nor  a  very  obtni- 
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sire  appearance.  It  wu,  in  short,  little  tnor 
than  a  modem  canal-boat,  though  more  rudely 
constructed,  of  greater  breadth  than  common, 
and  bcarinj;  about  it  the  signs  of  the  wilder- 
ness in  it»  bark-eovercd  posts  and  roof.  The 
•cow,  however,  had  been  put  together  with 
sonw  skill,  being  comparatively  light,  for  its 
strength,  and  sufficiently  manageable.  The 
cabin  was  divided  into  two  apartments,  one  of 
which  served  for  a  parlour,  and  the  sleeping* 
room  of  the  father,  and  the  other  was  appro* 
priated  to  the  uses  of  the  daughters.  A  very 
aimple  arrangement  sufficed  for  the  kitchen, 
which  was  in  one  end  of  the  scow,  and  re- 
moved from  tlto  cabin,  standing  in  the  open 
air ;  the  ark  being  altogether  a  summer  habi- 
tation. 

The  "and'bush"  as  Hurry  in  hia  ignorance 
of  Hngliih  termed  it,  is  quite  as  easily  ex- 
pUincd.  In  many  parts  of  the  lake  and  rircr, 
where  the  banks  were  steep  and  high,  the 
smaller  trees  and  larger  boshes,  as  has  beea 
already  mentioned,  fairly  o\*erhung  tltc  stream, 
their  brandies  not  unfre(]uciitly  dipping  into 
the  water.  In  some  instances,  they  grew  oat 
in  nearly  horiaontal  lines,  for  thirty  or  forty 
feet.  The  water  being  uniformly  decjwst  iicer 
the  shores,  where  the  banks  were  highest)! 
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nesrest   to   •  peq>cndtciilar,    Hutter  liad 

lid  no  difficulty  in  letting  the  ark  drup  under 

uDt  o[titnc  conav,  where  it  had  been  anchor^ 

ed  with  »  new  to  concc&l  its  position ;  Mcurity 

nqiirii^  some  auch  precautions  in  his  view 

of  the  cue.      Once  benesth  the  trees  and 

boAta,  a  tcvr  stones  fastened  to  the  ends  of 

the  branches  had  caused  them  to  bend  sufli- 

aadjto  dip  into  tlie  river;  and  a  few  •erered 

bodiai,  properiy  disposed,  did  the  rest.    The 

taier  has  seen  that  this  cover  was  so  com- 

l^te,  as  to  deceive  two  men  accustomed  to 

the  woods,  and  who  were  nctuallj  in  search 

iT  tliose   it  cunoeiiled ;    a    circumstance  that 

iriQ  be  easily  understood   by  those  who  are 

ftnuliar  with  the  malted  and  wild  loxuriaiioe  of 

■  vb^in   American  forest,  more  especially  in  a 

liehsoU. 

The  diacotery  of  the  ark  produced  very  dif- 
ferent effects  on  our  two  adventurers.  Aa 
foon  as  tl;e  canoe  could  be  got  round  to  the 
proper  opening,  Harry  leaped  on  board,  and  in  a 
■unnle  wasdooely  engaged  in  a  gay,  and  a  sortof 
TCeriminstin^  diacoone  with  Judith,  apparently 
tDrgetfnl  of  the  existence  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Not  so  with  DeersUyer.  He  entered 
tbe  ark  with  a  slow,  cautious  step,  cxamio- 
ti^  every  anangencnt  of  the  cover  with  eariotia 
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•nd  scratinunn;  eyes.  It  is  troe,  he  cut  one 
admiring  gUnoe  at  Judith,  vhicb  vnx  extorted 
by  her  brilliant  and  singular  beautjr ;  but  even 
this  cx>uld  detain  him  but  a  single  instant  front 
the  indulgsaoa  of  his  interest  in  Iluttrr'a  coo- 
trinacM.  Step  hj  step  did  be  look  into  the 
oonxtruction  of  tbe  singular  abode,  inrestigata 
ill  &st«ning«  and  itrenglli,  ascertain  its  mean* 
of  defence,  and  nuvke  every  iiHjtury  that  would 
be  hkcly  to  occur  to  one  wliote  thoughts  dwdC 
principally  on  sucb  expedients.  Nor  was  the 
cover  neglected.  Of  this  be  examined  tha 
whole  uiinutcly,  hU  cocninendauon  esopti^ 
him  more  than  once,  in  aodible  comments. 
Frontier  usage  adioitting  of  this  fiimiUarity, 
hfl  passed  through  the  rooms  as  be  bad  pr^ 
nOQsly  done  at  tbe  castle,  and  opening  a  d<ior, 
issued  into  tlie  end  of  the  scow  opposite  to  that 
where  he  had  left  Hurry  and  Judith.  Uat  he 
imind  the  other  ^stcr,  employed  on  some 
coarse  needle-work,  watcd  beneath  the  leafy 
canopy  of  tbe  cover. 

As  Dccrslayer's  examination  was  by  th!« 
time  eodedf  be  dropped  tlie  butt  of  bis  rifle, 
aod  iMoing  on  the  hairvl  with  both  hands,  he 
tnmMl  tuwanla  the  k*''  ^^  '"  intemtt  the 
nngular  tieaaty  of  her  sister  had  not  awakened. 
He  had  gathered  from   Harry's  remarks  that 
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Hetty  vn»  considered  to  hare  leM  intellect  than 
urdinarilT  lUla  to  the  share  of  human  beings  j 
and  hia  education  among  Indians  had  taught 
Mm  to  treat  those  vho  were  thus  afflicted  by 
Proridenoe  with  more  than  common  tender- 
mtm.  Nor  waa  there  any  thing  in  Hettjr  Hut- 
ter'a  appeanuioe,  as  no  often  happens,  to  weaken 
tha  iiitei«at  her  situation  excited.  An  idiot 
ib«  eoold  not  properl]r  ^  termed,  her  mind 
bong  jaaC  enough  enfeebled  to  lose  most  of 
those  trwts  that  are  connected  with  the  moro 
wtfiil  qoatitiea,  and  to  retain  its  ingcnaousnesa 
and  loTC  of  truth.  It  had  often  been  re- 
marked of  this  girl>  by  the  few  who  had  seen 
her,  and  who  possessed  sufficient  knowledge  to 
discriminate,  that  her  perception  of  the  right 
aeemed  almost  intuitlTC,  while  her  aversion  to 
the  wrong  formed  so  distinctive  a  feature  of 
her  mind,  as  to  surround  her  with  an  atmos- 
phere of  pure  moralit)' ;  pccuharitics  that  are 
not  nnii-equent  with  persons  who  aix;  termed 
feeble-minded ;  as  if  God  had  forbidden  the 
evil  spirits  to  invade  a  precinct  bo  defenceless, 
with  the  benign  purpose  of  extending  a  direct 
protection  to  those  who  had  been  left  nnth- 
oat  the  usual  luds  of  humanity.  Her  pcr- 
iOn,  too,  wo*  agreeable,  having  a  strong  re- 
iblance  to  that   of  her  tutcr,  of  wliidi  ifr 
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tres  a  subdued  and  hamblc  copy.  If  it  b«d 
noQC  of  the  bnUiancy  of  Judith'a,  tlie  calm, 
quiet,  almost  holy  cxpreuion  of  ber  meek 
countenance,  seldom  failed  to  win  on  tbe  obMi^ 
tvt;  and  few  nuU-d  it  long,  that  di<l  not  be^ 
to  feel  a  deep  and  Uuting  interest  in  the  girL 
She  had  no  colour,  in  common,  nor  was  ber 
aimple  mind  apt  to  present  images  that  caused 
ber  check  to  brighten;  though  ahe  retained  a 
modesty  so  innate,  tltat  tt  almost  raised  her  to 
the  unsuit[>ccting  puritv  of  a  being  auperior  to 
human  infirmities,  (jmleless,  innocent,  and 
nilhout  distnist,  equidly  by  nature  and  frun 
ber  mode  of  life,  Providence  had,  nerertlieleu, 
shielded  her  from  linrm  by  a  halo  of  moral 
light,  as  it  is  said  '  to  temper  the  wind  to  tlio 
shorn  lamb.' 

"  You  are  Hetty  Hutter,"  said  Dccrslayer, 
in  the  vray  one  puts  a  question  unconsciously 
to  himself,  aasuming  a  kin<)iie&s  of  tone  and 
manner  tliat  were  singularly  adapted  to  win  the 
confidence  of  her  ho  addressed.  "  Harry 
Hurry  has  told  me  of  you,  and  I  know  yoa 
must  be  the  child.** 

**  Yea,  I'm  Hetty  Iluttcr,"  returned  the  girl, 
in  a  low,  sweet  voice,  which  nature,  aided  by 
some  education,  liad  preserved  from  vulgarity 
of  tone  and  utterance;  "  I'm  Hetty;  Judith 
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Uuttcr's  siater,  and  Tliumaa  nutter's  jroungett 
daughtrr." 

"  I  know  your  history,  ihen,  for  Hurry 
Horry  talks  considerable,  nnd  he  is  (r<x  of 
qicecli  when  he  am  And  other  people's  con- 
kams  to  dwell  on.  You  pa»  nto»t  of  your  life 
on  the  lake,  Hetty." 

**  Cextainly.  Mother  is  dciul;  fsthcr  is  gone 
a-trapping,  and  Judith  ftnd  I  »tny  at  home 
Whal's  ifour  name  ?" 

**  That's  a  question  n»ore  cMily  asked  than 
it  is  anawered,  young  wucnan  ;  seeing  that  I'm 
M>  youn^,  and  yet  Iiuve  borne  more  names  Uiun 
some  of  the  greatest  ehiefs  in  all  America." 

"  But  you've  got  a  name — you  doii*t  throw 
away  one  name  before  you  come  honestly  by 
anotbcr?" 

**  I  Ik^  not,  gal — I  hope  not.  My  names 
have  oome  nnt'rally ;  and  I  suppose  the  one  I 
bear  now  will  lie  of  no  gnukt  liuting,  since  Uic 
Ddawaras  seldom  settle  on  a  man's  ra'al  title, 
until  such  time  as  he  has  an  opportunity  of 
showing  his  true  natur*  in  the  council,  or  on  the 
war-path ;  which  has  never  behapponed  me ; 
aeoRg,  fintly,  because  I'm  not  horn  a  red-skin> 
and  hare  no  right  to  sit  in  Mrircouncilhngs,  and 
am  moch  too  humble  to  be  called  un  for  opi- 
nions from  the  great  of  my  own  colour ;  and, 
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secundJjr,  because  this  is  the  first  war  tluit  has 
befallen  ia  my  time,  and  no  inimy  has  jtt 
inroaded  far  enough  into  tbe  Colony,  to  be 
reached  by  an  snn  even  longer  than  mine," 

"  Tell  nie  your  names,"  added  Hetty,  look- 
ing up  at  him  artlessly,  "  and,  may  be,  I'U  tell 
you  your  character." 

"  There  is  some  truth  in  that.  111  not  deny, 
though  it  often  fails.  Men  are  deceived  in 
other  men's  charactcra,  and  frequently  give  'cm 
Dames  thej-  by  no  means  desar^'c.  You  can 
see  tl>c  trotli  of  tliis  in  the  Mingo  naiocSt 
which,  in  their  own  tongue,  signify  tJ>e  sanw 
things  as  the  Delamire  names— Htt  least,  so  tliey 
tell  mc,  for  )  know  little  of  thnt  tribe,  luJcss  it 
be  by  report— and  no  one  can  say  they  are  as 
honest,  or  as  upriglita  nation.  I  put  no  great 
dependence,  tliercfore,  on  names." 

**  Tell  me  aH  your  names,"  rv]>eated  the  giri, 
earnestly,  for  her  mind  was  too  simple  to  sepa- 
rate things  from  professions,  and  she  Hid  attach 
importance  to  a  name ;  "  I  want  to  know  what 
to  think  of  you." 

"  Well,  wrtoin ;  I've  no  ubjcc-ttun,  and  you 
shall  bear  them  alL  In  the  first  pUce,  dien, 
I'm  Cbrisiisn,  and  w)ute>bom,  tike  yourHcIf, 
and  my  jtarents  had  a  name  that  carao  down 
Irom  fatlier  to  son,  as  is  a  part  uf  their  pfts> 


TnC    DKKIULATKII. 


H 


I 


My  &(ther  was  eallod  Bamppo;  utd  1  wu 
nmmeil  miW  liim,  of  course,  the  given  name 
beittg  Nathaniel,  or  Xotty,  as  moat  people  nw 
fit  to  Urn  tt." 

Ym,  ye«— Natty — and  Hetty—"  inter- 
ruptad  the  girl  quickly,  and  looking  up  from 
her  work  igaia  witli  a  smile ;  "  you  arc  Natty, 
•ad  I'm  Hetty— tliou^  you  are  Bumppo,  and 
I'm  Hutter.  Bumppo  isn't  aa  prettj-  as  Ilut- 
tcr,  is  it  ?" 

"  Why,  that's  as  people  fancy.  Bumppo 
has  no  lufty  sound,  I  admit}  and  yet  men  have 
boBfod  through  the  «tirld  with  it.  1  did  not 
go  by  this  name,  horaeror,  ircry  long ;  for  the 
Ddannres  soon  found  out,  or  thought  Uicy 
fomd  oat,  that  I  was  not  given  to  lying,  aitd 
tfaey  called  me,  firstly,  Stimight-tongne*" 

"  lltat's  a  good  name,  interrupted  Hetty, 
eamcrtly,  and  in  a  positive  manner;  "  doa't 
tdl  me  there's  no  virtue  in  names !" 

"  I  do  not  say  thaty  for  perhaps  I  desarvcd 
to  be  so  called,  lies  being  no  lavount^w  with 
mc  a*  they  arc  with  some  After  u  while  lliey 
Jbnnd  out  that  I  wns  quick  of  font,  atiil  tlien 
tbey  callnl  me  '  The  I'^geon  ;*  which,  you  know, 
has  a  swift  wing,  and  flics  in  a  direct  line." 

"  Thai  was  a  prtUy  name  1"  exclaimed 
Uetty  ;  "  pigooiui  are  preCly  birds  !" 
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"  Most  things  that  God  luis  ercnted 
pretty  in  tlicir  way,  my  good  gal,  ihuugti  Uwy 
get  to  he  deformed  by  tusnkind,  so  as  to  change 
tlieir  natur's,  as  veil  as  their  appearance.  Fmn 
carrying  mcssa^a  and  striking  blind  trails,  I 
got,  at  last,  to  foUoA-ing  the  Iiontcrs,  wlicn  it 
vas  thought  I  was  quicker  and  surer  Kt  6ndtng 
the  game  thsn  most  lads,  and  then  tltvy  called 
nic  tlto  '  Lap-car ;'  as,  they  said,  1  i>arlook  of 
tlic  sagacity  of  a  hound." 

"  That's   not  so   pretty,"  answered  H 
"  1  hope  you  didn't  keep  that  name  long.*' 

"  Not  after  1  was  rich  enough  to  buy  a  rifle,' 
Kturncd  t)te  other,  betraying  a  little  pride 
through  his  usuidly  quiet  and  subdued  man* 
tier;  "  then  it  was  seen  I  could  keep  a  wigwam 
in  veo'fton;  and,  in  time,  I  got  the  nitme  of 
*  Deerslayer,'  wiiicli  is  that  t  now  bear ;  homely 
•I  Bome  will  tlunk  it,  who  set  more  ndic  on 
the  scalp  of  a  fellow-mortal,  than  on  tJie  honu 
of  a  buck." 

■*  Well,  l>eer9layer,  I'm  not  one  of  tlmm/ 
anawered  Hetty,  simply:   "Judith  like*  aol- 
dien  uid  flwy  coats,  and  fine  feallters ;  bi^H 
they're  all  naught  to  me.    She  uys  the  ufHccf^^ 
are  great,  and  gay,  and  of  soft  ^jteedi ;  but 
they  make  mc  ahudder,  for  their  business  is  tn 
kill  tlicir  fellow-CTCalurcs.     I  like  your  c&Uing 
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better ;  and  yoar  lut  name  ia  a  rery  good  one 
— belter  ti»n  Natly  lluin|ii>o.'" 

"  ThU  U  nat'ral  in  one  of  your  turn  of  mind, 
Hetty,  and  much  u  1  should  have  cxpcct«L 
They  tell  mo  your  Hister  is  tifindaome— oncom- 
UOH,  for  &  murtAl ;  »ti(l  beauty  is  apt  to  seek 
admiratioiL'' 

"  Did  you  nerer  see  Judith  r"  demanded  the 
pi\  with  quick  earnestness ;  "  if  you  never 
have,  go  at  once,  and  look  at  tier,  Kven  Hurry 
Harry  isn't  more  |>lcasant  to  look  ut ;  though 
she  ia  a  woman,  and  Ae  is  a  roan." 

J>eerslayer  regarded  tltr  ^rl,  for  a  moment 
with  concern.  Her  pale  face  hxd  flushed  ■ 
Ihtle,  and  her  eye,  usually  to  nild  and  serene, 
briiititeued  as  site  apokc  in  the  way  to  betray 
the  inward  impulses. 

■•  Ay,  Hurry  Harry,"  he  muttered  to  hlm- 
wlf,  as  he  walked  tlirongh  tlie  cabin  toward* 
tbe  other  end  of  tlie  boat ;  "  this  comes  of  good 
looks,  if  a  light  tongue  has  bad  no  consam  in 
it.  It's  easy  to  see  which  way  that  poor 
creatur's  feelin's  are  leanin',  whatever  may  be 
the  case  with  your  Jude  V 

But  an  interruption  was  put  to  tbe  gallantry 
of  Hurry — tbe  coquetry  of  his  mistress — the 
thooghu  of  Deeralayer,  and  the  gentle  feeUngt 
of  Hetty,  by  the  mdden  appearance  of  tlie 
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c*noe  of  the  irk'&  owner  in  the  nvrcmr  open- 
ing among  the  bushes,  that  served  ui  >  sort  of 
moat  to  his  position.  It  woald  seem  that 
HuttCT,  or  Floating  Tom,  bs  he  wms  familiarly 
called  by  all  the  hunters  who  knew  his  habits, 
recognized  the  canoe  of  H  urry,  for  he  expressed 
no  surprise  at  finding  hini  in  tlte  wow.  On 
the  contrary,  his  reception  was  Kurh  ax  to  de- 
note not  only  gratificatioi),  hut  «  pleasure,  min- 
gled with  a  little  disnppoinlnient,  at  his  not 
having  made  his  appearance  tome  days  sooner. 

"  I  look'd  for  you  Ia»t  week,"  lie  said,  in  a 
half-grumbling,  half-welcoming  manner ;  "  and 
was  disa])pointcd  uncommonly  that  you  didn't 
arrive.  There  came  a  runner  through,  to  warn 
all  the  trappers  and  hunters  that  the  Colony 
and  the  CaiiadAS  were  agtdn  in  trouble ;  and  I 
felt  lonesome,  up  in  thcM  mountains,  with 
three  scalps  to  see  to,  and  only  one  pair  of 
hattds  to  protect  them." 

"  That's  reasonable,"  returned  March  ;  "  and 
*t  was  feclin*  hke  a  part-nl.  No  doubt,  if  I  )ind 
two  such  darters  as  Judith  and  Hetty,  my  ex- 
pcrVnce  would  tell  the  same  story,  though,  in 

*ral,  1  am  iust  as  well  ulist'ied  willi 
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having 


the  nearest  neighbuur  fifty  mile*  off,  a*  when 
he  is  within  call." 
**  Notwithstanding,    you  didn't   choose    to 
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came  into  the  witJtrmcsi  alone,  now  you  kn«w 
IbU  the  Canada  savages  are  likely  to  bo  stir- 
RDfr'  ntarncd  lluUcr,  giring  a  sort  of  dia- 
tnsdul,  and,  at  lite  same  time,  inquiring 
gliDocU  L>eer&iByer. 

"  Why  should  I  ?  Tliey  say  a  bod  compa- 
luon,  on  a  journey,  helps  to  shorten  the  path ; 
tiii  this  young  man  I  account  to  l>e  a  reo- 
oniUy  good  one.  Thia  ts  Deershiyer,  old 
Tun,  a  noted  hunter  among  the  UcUwares, 
■ixi Christian-bom,  and  Chriatian-edicated,  too, 
lib  fo«  and  me.  The  lad  is  not  parfect, 
P'^M,  but  tliere's  worse  men  in  the  country 
■W  be  come  from,  and,  it's  likely  he'll  find 
'^"t  lliat's  no  better  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
^*^uld  we  have  occasion  to  defend  our  traps 
*■"  tiie  territory,  he'll  be  useful  in  feeding  us 
•"i  for  he's  a  reg'lar  dealer  in  vcn'son." 

Young  man,  you  are  welcome,'"  growled 

'"'>>  thrusting  a  hard,  bony  hand  towards  the 

^""th,  as  It  pledge  of  his  sincerity ;  "  in  such 

^^,  a  whit«-fiioc  is  a  friend's,  and  I  count 

""  you  as  a  support.     Children,  sometimes, 

stout    heart  feeble,    and   these   two 

c  more  concern  thcin 
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Xiy   traps,  iiud   skins,  and   rights  in   the 


try." 

That's   nat'ral  V    cried    Hurry. 


Yes, 
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Decralsyffr,  you  and  I  don't  know  it,  yet,  by 
cxpcr'cncc ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  consider  that 
as  nat'rs].  It'  wc  had  darters,  ifs  more  than 
probable  we  should  hare  some  such  feclin's } 
and  I  honour  tJic  man  tlint  owns  'em.  As  for 
Judith,  old  man,  1  enlist,  at  oncc^  as  hvr  soU 
dier>  and  here  is  Deerslaycr  to  help  you  to 
take  care  of  Hetty.'* 

"  Many  Utanks  to  you,  Master  March,**  re> 
tamed  ihc  Wauty,  in  a  full,  rich  Totcr.  and 
vritli  an  accuracy  of  intonation  and  utterance 
that  she  shared  in  oommon  with  her  sister,  and 
which  showed  that  she  had  been  better  taug:bt 
than  their  fathcA  life  and  apprarann>  would 
give  reason  to  expect ;  "  many  tlianks  to  you  ; 
but  Judith  Hutter  has  the  spirit  and  tlie  ex- 
perience tliat  will  make  her  depend  more  on 
herself,  than  on  good-luoking  rovers  like  you.' 
Should  there  be  need  to  face  the  savages,  do 
j'ou  land,  with  my  fntlicr,  instead  of  burrowiiif; 
in  tltu  huta,  under  tlic  show  of  defending  as 
ftmales,  and 

'  Girl — girl>"  interrupted  the  father,  "  quiet 
that  glib  tongue  of  tliine,  and  hear  the  truth, 
'dicre  are  aaTagea  on  tlie  lake  shore,  already, 
and  mi  man  can  say  how  near  to  ub  they  may 
be  at  this  very  inoiiient,  or  when  we  may  lia 
wore  from  tlicm  !" 

•'  If  this    be   true,   blaster   IluUer,"    sai 
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Harry,  vhose  change  of  countcnann!  denoted 
how  Mirious  he  deemed  the  information,  though 
it  did  not  denote  any  unmanly  alarm ;  "  if  tbii 
be  true,  your  ark  is  in  a  most  miifortuiiiitc  po> 
sition ;  for,  though  the  cover  did  deceive  Deerw 
alayer  and  myself,  it  would  hardly  be  otct* 
looked  by  a  full-blooded  Indian,  who  was  out 
■eriousjy  in  s'ttTch  of  G<»lpa !"' 

"  1  think  sa  you  do,  Hurry,  and  wish,  witli 
all  my  heart,  we  lay  anywhere  eUe,  at  tliis 
moment,  than  in  this  twrrow,  crooked  stream, 
wliicli  has  many  advantages  to  hide  in,  bat 
which  is  almost  fatal  to  them  that  are  dis- 
covered. The  sh-nfes  arc  near  us,  moreover, 
and  the  difficulty  is.  to  get  out  of  the  river 
without  being  shot  down  like  deer  standing 
at  a  lick !" 

**  Are  you  sartain,  Master  Iluttcr,  that  the 
red-skins  yoa  dread  arc  n'al  Canadax  ':'*  asked 
Deerslsycr,  in  a  modest,  but  earnest  nuinncr. 
"  Have  you  seen  any ;  and  can  you  describe 
their  paint  ?" 

"  I  hare  fallen  in  with  the  signii  of  tltcir 
being  in  the  neighbourliootl,  but  have  seen 
none  of  'em.  I  was  down  stream,  a  mile  or  so, 
looking  to  my  traps,  when  I  strack  a  fresh  trail, 
crossing  Uie  comer  of  a  swamp  and  moving 
northward.    The  man  had  not  passed  an  hour ; 
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md  I  ttnow'cl  it  fnr  an  Indian  footstep  by 
•ise  of  the  foot  and  the  intoe,  even  before 
found  B  worn  moccasin,  which  its  owner 
dropped  as  asclcsx.     For  that  mottcr,  1  foui: 
tlie  upol  u-liL-re  he  hiklted  to  innke  a  new  oti 
which  was  only  a  few  yards  from  the  pla 
where  lie  had  dropped  the  oM  one." 

**  Tliat  doesn't  look  much  like  a  rtd-skin 
the  war-path  '.''  rctumcd  the  other,  shakiDg  lui 
head.      **  An  experienced    warrior,    at 
would  bare  bumts],  or  buried,  or  sunk  in 
riTor,  such  signs  of  his  passage ;  and  yonr 
is.  quite  likely,  a  peaceable   trail.      But  tfai 
moccasin  may  greatly  relieve  my  mind  if 
bdthcHlght  you  of  bringing  it  off.     I're  comiT 
hm  to  meet  a  young  chief,  myself;  and  hii 
coarse  would  be  much  in  the  direction  you've 
BkMitioncd.    The  trail  may  have  been  his'n."  J 

••  Hurry  Harry,  you're  well  acquainted  witfc^ 
tbia  young  man,  I  liopc,  «ho  )iai  meetings  witli 
Mvagcs  in  ■  part  of  t)>e  country  where  be  has 
never  been  before?"  demanded  H utter  in  k 
tone  and  in  a  manner  that  suffidently  indie 
the  motive  of  the  question ;  theae  rude 
•cUotn  hcxitating,  on  the  score  of  delicacy, 
betray  tbetr  fedinga.    •*  Treadiery  is  an  India 
«fato»t  and  the  wUtea,  that  live  much  ia  tfai 
tribaa,  aoon  catdi  their  w^ri  tad  pfaetien.'' 
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"True— Cne  u  the  Otupel,  old  Toia  i  but 
not  pertonable  to  Deenbjer,  who's  a  young 
mm  of  truth,  if  be  hu  do  other  riDommend. 
ni  otiKirer  for  hU  AoM></y,  whaterer  1  may  do 
for  his  Taloor  in  bkttJe." 

"  1  ihould  like  to  know  his  errand  in  thin 
rtnnge  quarter  of  the  country }" 

-  That  is  soon  told,  Master  flutter,'*  aud 
tlie  young  man  with  tlie  oompOBUre  of  one  who 
kepi  a  dean  conscience ;  "  I  think,  moreover, 
you're  a  right  to  ask  it.  The  father  of  two 
•neb  darten,  wbo  oecapiea  the  lake,  after  your 
&afaioa,  has  just  the  nine  right  to  inquire  into 
a  stranger's  bosineas  in  bis  neighbourhood,  as 
the  Cotony  would  liave  to  demand  the  reason 
why  the  FVencliera  put  more  rijimeiitA  than 
common  along  tlie  lines.  No,  no,  I'll  not  deny 
yuor  right  to  know  why  a  stranger  cornea  into 
your  habitation,  or  country,  in  times  as  serious 
as  these." 

"  If  such  is  your  way  of  thinking,  friend,  let 
me  hear  your  story,  without  more  words." 

**  Ta  soon  told,  as  I  said  aibrc ;  and  shall 
be  honestly  told.  I'm  a  young  man,  and,  as 
ytt,  have  nerer  been  on  a  war-path ;  but,  no 

■  sooner  did  the  news  come  among  the  Dcla- 

■  wares,  that  wampum  stkI  a  liatcliet  were  about 

■  to  be  aeut  in  to  the  thbcj  than  Uiey  vrisbed  mc 
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to  pi  out  among  the  people  of  my  own  ooloor, 
and  get  the  exact  state  of  tilings  for  'em.  Tliis 
I  did ;  and,  after  dclircring  my  tidk  to  the 
chiefs,  on  my  return,  I  met  an  officer  of  the 
crown  on  the  ■jchoharie,  wlio  had  moneys  to 
send  to  some  of  tlie  fii'ndly  tnbcs,  thai  lire 
further  west.  This  iras  thought  a  good  occ»* 
sion  for  Clitngachgoolt,  a  young  cluef  who  has 
never  struck  a  foe,  and  myself,  to  go  on  ottf 
first  war-patii  in  comiiany ;  and  an  app'tntment 
was  mnde  for  iix,  hy  an  old  DcUa-nre,  to  meet 
at  the  rock  near  the  foot  uf  this  lake.  I'll  ni 
deny  that  Chingodigouk  has  atutther  ohject 
view,  bat  it  has  no  conMUD  witli  any  here, 
IS  his  secret,  and  not  mine;  therefore  I'll 
no  more  about  it." 

"  T\K  something  about  a  young  woman 
interrupted  Judith,  hastily ;  tlien  laughing 
her  own  impetuosity,  and  even  having 
grace  to  colour  a  little  at  tl)C  manner  in  wliich 
abe  had  betrayed  her  readiness  to  impute  audi 
a  motive.  "  If  'tis  neither  war,  nor  a  liunt,  it 
inust  be  lovo." 

"  Ay,  it  comes  easy  for  the  young  and  hand* 
some,  who  hear  so  much  of  them  feelin's,  to 
MipfKwa  tliat  they  lie  at  th«  bottom  of  most 
prooaedin's ;  but,  on  that  head,  I  say  notliin'. 
CUngachgDok  is  to  meet  mc  at  the  rock,  aa 
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how  ftfore   ransct   to-morrow  crcning,   alter 

which  ire  shall  go  our  waj  togeUicr,  molesting 

lone  bot  the  lung's  Jnimies,  who  are  lan-fuU)- 

t*Uf  own.     Knowing  Hun7  of  old,  who  once 

^^ppett  in  our  liunting-gruunds,  and  fullitig  in 

'*^tli  him  on  the  Sdioharie,  just  as  he  was  on 

^*^«  p'int  of  starting  for  his  summer  h'ants,  we 

^^^Tccd  to  journey  in  company  ;  not  so  much 

^■^jfD  (ear  of  the  Mingos,  as  from  good  fcUow- 

^*4tp,  and,  as  he  say%  to  shorten  a  long  road." 

''  And  you  think  the  trail  I  saw  tnny  have 

^^^sen  that  of  your  friend,  ahead  of  hb  time  i" 

id  llutter. 

**  That's  my  idee  j  which  may  be  wrong,  but 
hich  may  be  right  If  I  saw  the  moccasin, 
*^  owcrcr,  1  Dould  tell  in  a  minute,  whetlier  it 
*-^  mede  in  the  Delawuv  &shion  or  not." 

"  Hero  it  is,  tlien,"   said  tlie  quick-witted 

^i^udith,  who  had  already  gone  to  the  canoe  in 

«^ucat  of  it;  "tell  us  wliiit  it  says;  friend  or 

^nemy.     You  look  honest ;  and  /  believe  all 

■Jrou  nay,  whatever  father  may  think." 

"  Tliafs  the  way  with  you,  Judc;  for  ever 
finding  out  friends,  where  1  distrust  foes," 
grumbled  Tom :  "  but,  speak  out,  young  man, 
and  tell  us  what  you  think  of  the  moccasin." 

'•  That's  not    Delaware    made,"     returned 
Decrsluycr,  examining  the   worn  and  rejected 
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DecfBlayer,  you  and  I  don't  know  it,  yrt,  by 
exper'encc  ;  but,  on  tlie  whole,  I  consider  that 
as  naf  rat.  If  we  had  darters,  it's  more  than 
probable  we  should  have  some  auoh  feelin's ; 
and  I  honour  the  man  that  owns  'em.  As  for 
Judith,  old  man,  I  enlist,  at  once,  as  her  sol- 
dier, and  here  is  Deerslayer  to  help  you  to 
take  care  of  Hetty." 

"  Many  thanks  to  you,  Master  March,"  re- 
tamed  the  brnuty,  in  a  full,  rich  voice,  and 
with  an  accuracy  of  intonation  and  utterance 
that  she  shared  in  common  with  her  sister,  and 
which  showed  that  she  had  been  better  tau);ht 
than  their  fut)>cr*s  life  and  appearance  would 
give  reason  to  expect ;  "  many  thanks  to  you  ; 
but  Judith  lluttcr  has  the  spirit  and  tlie  ex- 
perience that  will  make  her  depend  more  on 
hcTadf,  than  on  good-luoking  rovers  like  you. 
Should  there  be  need  to  face  the  saragca,  do 
you  land,  with  my  father,  instead  of  burrowiaf[  ' 
in  the  hutx,  under  the  show  of  dcfendiiig  i^^ 
female*,  and ^H 

"  Girl— girl,"  interrupted  the  father.  "  quiet 
that  glib  tongue  of  thine,  and  hear  tlic  Iruih. 
Tbere  are  savai^s  on  the  lake  shore,  already, 
and  no  man  can  say  how  near  to  us  tliey  may 
he  at  tliis  very  moment,  or  when  we  may  hear 
more  from  them  1" 

**  If  thU    be  true.  Master  HuUer,"    —=■' 
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Hany,  whose  diftnge  o(  countenance  denoted 
Wieriotis  he  deemed  the  tufonnation,  though 
it  ifid  not  denote  any  unmanly  ubrin ;  "  if  tJiix 
be  tnie,  yoor  ark  is  in  a  moat  mialortunute  po- 
■Iua;  for,  though  the  corcr  did  deceive  Deer- 
ihycr  and  myself,  it  would  tivdly  be  over- 
looknl  by  a  fiiU-bloadcd  Indian,  who  vaa  out 
•eriaiuly  in  s'btcIi  of  scalps  !" 

**  I  think  as  you  do,  Harry,  and  wish,  with 
til  my  bear^  we  lay  anywhere  else,  at  this 
Boment,  than  in  this  narrow,  c^oukl^d  stream, 
vhidi  has  many  adraiitagca  to  hiilc-  in,  but 
which  is  almost  &tal  to  them  that  arc  dis- 
Birered.  The  savages  arc  near  as,  moreover, 
md  the  diflieulty  is,  to  get  out  of  the  river 
witliout  being  shot  down  like  deer  standing 
UalJck!" 

"  Are  you  aartain,  Master  Hutter,  tliat  the 
red-akiiis  you  dread  are  ra'al  Canadas  ?'*  asked 
Deerslaycr,  in  a  modest,  but  earnest  manner. 
"  Hare  you  accn  any ;  and  can  you  dcscniw 
their  paint  r" 

"  I  have  fallen  in  with  the  signa  of  their 
bong  in  tlte  neighbourhood,  but  have  seen 
none  of  *cm.  I  was  down  stream,  a  mile  or  so, 
looking  to  my  traps,  when  I  stmck  a  fresh  trail, 
croNsing  the  conter  of  a  swamp  and  moving 
northward.    The  roan  had  not  passed  an  hour ; 
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strcfiiD.I  hftvc  a  BUTtofacrab,  too,  Umt  Itgtiteiu 
the  pull  on  occasion.  Judc  can  use  the  our, 
astnrn,  as  well  ux  mj'sclf;  and,  when  we  fear 
no  enemy,  to  get  out  of  tlie  river  ^ves  us  but 
little  trouble. 

"  What  should  we  gsin,  Master  Hutter,  by 
changing  llie  positwn :"  uked  Ueeralayer,  with 
a  good  deal  of  earnestness ;  "  this  is  a  safe 
cover ;  and  a  stout  ddiciioc  miglit  be  made  from 
the  inside  of  this  cabin.  I've  never  fuu't,  uideas 
in  the  way  of  tradition  ;  but,  it  sccrib  to  inc> 
we  inif;ht  beat  oflT  twenty  Mingoa  with  palt^^ 
sades  like  them  afore  as."  ^M 

"  Ay,  ay ;  you've  never  fought,  except  in 
traditions,  that's  plain  enough,  yuung  nuin ! 
Did  you  ever  see  as  broad  a  sheet  of  water  as 
this  above  us,  before  you  came  in  upon  it  with 
Hurry?" 

"  I  can't  say  that  1  ever  did,"  Deernlayer 
answered,  modestly.  "  Youth  is  tiie  time  to 
I'am;  and  I  'in  lar  firom  wishing  to  raise  my 
voice  in  ooancil,  afore  it  is  jostilieid  by  exp»* 
r'cnc*.** 

"  Well,  then,  I'll  teach  you  the  disadronlag* 
of  tightitig  in  tliis  [waition,  and  the  advantage 
of  taking  to  the  o])en  lake.  Here,  you  may 
see,  the  savages  will  know  where  to  aim  every 
sltot;  and  it  would  be  too  much  to  hope  that 
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torn  wuuld  not  6nd  their  vnj  tbrough  Uie  < 
Tiettof  the  logs.  Nuw>  an  the  other  hutd,  *c 
shonld  have  nothing  but  a  ToreBt  tu  aim  at. 
Vxa  we  are  not  sale  from  Arc,  hern  ;  tb«  \mA 
<d  this  roof  being  little  better  than  ki  mmA 
UDdling-vood.  Tlic  castle,  too,  miglit  bt  •»- 
Irred  and  ranaacked  in  my  abaenoe,  and  dl  iqr 
pnusuoTis  overrun  and  deMmjrcdl 
the  lake,  we  can  be  attacked  oaij  ia 
(o  rafts — aball  hare  a  &Jr  chance 
toany — and    can  protect  the  taad* 

irk.      Do     yoa    onderatand    tkta 

jnuKBtcr  t 
"  It  soonds  «d] — yes,  it  baa  a  i 

aod  I'll  itoc  ^iaaay  iL.** 
"Wen,  old  Tarn."  cmd  H«T,  »jfwm, 

tomrfCilbe  10009  we  1 

•oooer  wc  shaD  kaaw 

oar  icalps  fer  mi^kt-tm{ 
A»  tUa 

denied  its 

dtort 

tkar 

the  >Bcbt 

»d.  by 
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quite  dose  to  tlie  western  thore,  by  tlie  faroe 
of  tlie  cumiiL  Not  a  soul  on  board  heard  the 
rustling  of  the  branches,  as  the  rabin  came 
tgainat  the  bushcH  and  trees  uf  the  ncatcm 
bank,  without  a  feeling  of  aneasiness ;  for  no 
one  knew  at  what  moment,  or  in  what  place,  a 
M-erct  and  murderous  enemy  might  tinmakk 
binuielf.  Perhaps  the  gloomy  liglit,  that  still 
stnigj^ed  tlirough  th«  impending  canopy  of 
leaves,  or  found  its  way  through  tlie  nairov, 
riband-like  opening,  which  seemed  to  mark,  in 
tli«  Air  above,  tlio  courae  of  the  river  that 
flowed  beneath,  aided  in  augmenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  danger ;  for  it  was  little  more 
tliun  suilicietit  to  render  objects  risible,  with- 
out giving  up  all  ihi-ir  outlines  at  a  glance. 
Although  the  »uu  had  not  absolutely  xet,  it  liad 
withdrawn  ita  direct  rayti  from  the  volley ;  and 
the  hues  of  evening  were  beginning  to  gattier 
around  objects  that  stood  uncovered,  rendering 
tliose  within  the  shadows  of  the  woods,  still 
more  sombre  and  gloomy. 

No  interruption  followed  the  movement, 
however,  and,  as  the  men  continued  to  haul  on 
the  line,  the  ark  passed  steadily  ahead,  the 
great  breadth  of  the  scow  preventing  its  sink- 
ing into  the  water,  and  irom  offering  much  re- 
•istoncc  to  tbc  progress  of  tbo  awifl  dement 
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benntli  its  bottom.  Ilatter,  too,  bad  xdopted 
a  precautiun  suggested  by  experience,  which 
might  hare  done  credit  to  a  sc&man,  stid  which 
COtoplctel]:  prevented  any  of  the  annoyances 
and  obstacles  which,  othenrise,  would  have 
attended  the  short  turns  of  the  river.  As  the 
ark  descended,  heavy  stoncn,  attached  to  the 
line,  were  dropped  in  Uic  centn  of  t]ie  stream, 
forming  local  anchors,  each  of  which  was  kept 
from  dragging  by  the  assistance  of  those  above 
it,  antjl  the  uppermost  of  all  n-as  reacliedt 
whieli  got  its  "  hacking"  from  the  anchor,  or 
grapnel,  that  lay  well  out  in  the  lake.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  expedient,  the  ark  floated  clear 
of  the  incumbrances  of  tlic  shore,  against  which 
it  would  otlicrwise  have  been  unavoidably 
hauled  at  every  turn,  producing  cmharrass- 
nicntx  that  Mutter,  single- handed,  would  have 
found  it  very  ditlicult  to  overcome. 

Favoured  by  this  foresight,  and  simulated 
by  the  a|)prchcnnon  of  discovery.  Floating 
Tom  and  his  two  atliletic  companions  hauled 
the  arte  ahead,  with  (jutie  as  much  rapidity  as 
comported  witli  the  Mtrcngtli  of  the  line.  At 
every  turn  in  tlie  stream,  a  stone  nun  raised 
lirum  the  bottom,  when  the  direction  of  tlie 
scow  changed  to  one  that  pointed  towards  the 
stone  that  lay  above.     In  tliis  mnniier,  with  the 
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channel  buoyed  oat  for  him,  u  a  sailor  might 
term  it,  did  Ilulttrr  more  forward,  occasionaOy 
orging  his  lirictids,  in  a  low  and  gaarded  Totoe, 
to  increase  their  exertions,  and  then,  aa  occa* 
sioiis  offered,  vrafning  tbem  against  efTort^  tliat 
might,  at  porticulitr  momenta,  endanger  all  by 
too  much  ecal.  In  s[nte  of  tlieir  long  tami- 
Uarity  witJi  tlte  woods,  the  gloomy  character  of 
the  ahaded  river  added  to  the  micasincss  tliat 
each  felt ;  and  when  the  ark  reached  the  lirat 
bend  in  the  Sus<]uehBimali,  and  the  eye  caught 
a  glimpse  of  tlie  broader  expanse  of  the  hdce, 
all  felt  a  relief,  tltat  perhaps  neither  would  liare 
been  n-iUing  to  cunfeaa.  Here  the  last  stooe 
was  raised  from  the  hottuin,  and  tlie  line  led 
directly  towards  the  gnijincl,  which,  as  Ilutter 
had  e«t)l<ii"ed,  was  dropped  nborc  the  snctioil 
of  the  current. 

"  Tlk&nk  God  I"  ejaculated  Hurry,  "  tUfre  ta 
dar-lisht,  and  we  shall  soon  have  a  chance  of 
ietiiy  our  iniutes,  if  we  are  to  feel  'em." 

"That  is  more  than  you,  or  any  man  eon 
my,"  growled  Hatter.  "Here  is  no  spot  so 
likely  to  harbour  a  party,  as  the  shore  an>und 
the  outlet ;  and  tlic  moment  we  dcnr  theae 
I  water,  will  be  the  mo« 
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get 
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trying  time,  aincc  it  will  leave  tlie 
eovcr,  while  it  puts  us  out  of  one. 


enemy  ■ 
Judith, 


TUB    D8KBSLATBB. 


Hi 


girl,  do  j-ou  Kcul  H«tty  leave  Uic  oar  to  take 
care  of  itself,  uid  go  witJitti  tlic  cabin  ;  nnd  be 
mtudrul  not  to  show  yuur  fnces  at  a  window; 
for  they  who  will  look  at  tliem  won't  stop  to 
praise  their  beat.t]r.  Atid  uuw,  Huny,  we  11 
step  into  this  enter  room,  ourseU'efl,  and  haul 
tlifough  the  duor,  where  we  atiall  all  be  safe, 
from  a  surprise,  at  least.  Friend  DccrsUycr, 
as  the  current  U  tighter,  and  the  lino  lias  all 
lite  stnia  on  it  that  is  prudent,  do  yon  keep 
iDorii^  from  window  to  window  taking;  care 
not  to  let  your  head  be  seen,  if  you  srt  any 
value  on  life.  Nu  unc  knows  when,  or  where, 
we  shall  hear  firum  our  neighbours." 

UeersUrcr  complied  with  a  sensation  that 
bad  nothing  in  common  with  fear,  but  wliich 
Itad  all  the  interest  of  a  perfectly  novel,  and  ■ 
moat  exciting  situation.  For  the  first  time  in 
bis  life,  be  was  in  the  vicinity  of  enemies,  or 
had  good  reason  to  tliink  so ;  and  tliut,  too, 
under  all  tl>e  Uirilhng  circumstances  of  Indian 
surprises  and  Indian  artifices.  As  be  took  his 
stand  at  a  window,  tlie  ark  was  just  pasung 
tbroogfa  tlie  narrowest  part  of  the  stream,  a 
point  where  tlie  water  first  entered  what  was 
properly  termed  the  river,  and  where  the  trees 
Curly  interlocked  over-bead,  cauung  the  cur- 
rent to  nub  into  an  arch  of  rerdure ;   a  feature 
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■a  approprute  and  peculiar  to  the  ooantry, 
perhaps,  as  that  of  Switzerland,  where  the  rivers 
come  rushing  literally  from  chambers  of  ioe. 

The  ark  was  in  the  act  of  pasaing  the  last 
curve  of  this  leafy  entrance,  as  DcersUyer,  hav- 
ing examined  all  that  could  be  seen  of  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  river,  cro&sed  the  room  to  look 
from  the  opposite  mndow  at  the  western.  Ilia 
arrival  at  this  aperture  was  most  opportune,  for 
be  had  no  sooner  placed  his  eye  at  a  crack,  than 
•  sight  met  his  gaze  tliat  might  well  have 
alarmed  a  sentinel  so  young  and  inexperienced. 
A  sapling  overhung  the  water,  in  nearly  half  a 
drde,  having  first  grown  towards  the  light,  »nd 
then  been  preuod  down  into  thb  form  by  the 
wciglit  of  the  snows ;  a  cJrcum&tan^  of  com- 
mon occurrence  in  the  American  woods.  On 
this  tree  no  less  than  six  Indians  had  already 
appeared,  others  standing  ready  to  follow  them 
as  they  left  room  ;  each  evidently  l»cnt  on  run- 
ning out  on  the  trunk,  and  dropping  on  the 
roof  of  the  ark,  as  it  passed  beneath.  This 
would  liave  been  an  exploit  of  no  great  diffi- 
culty, the  inclination  of  the  tree  admitting  of 
an  easy  passa^,  the  adjoining  branches  offer- 
ing; ample  support  for  the  hands,  and  the  &U 
being  too  triHing  to  be  apprehended,  When 
Deenlayer  first  saw  this  party,  it  was  juat  on- 
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maskinie;  itaelf  bj  a«c«ndini;  the  pnt  of  tket 
nearest  to  the  esrth,  or  tUat  wbkh  « 
the  moMt  difficult  to  orercome ;  and  bis  know- 
ledge  of  ladian  habits  told  hini,  at  oocc,  that 
they  were  all  in  their  war-paint,  a»d  bck>aged 
to  a  hostile  tribe. 

"  Pull,  Harry,"  be  cried  j  "  poD  for  jroor 
life,  aiul  as  yon  lure  Judith  Huttirr !  PuD,  mut, 
puU!" 

This  coll  was  made  to  one  that  the  yooBg 
man  knew  had  the  strength  of  a  fia&t.  It  waa 
an  earnest  and  solemn,  ibat  both  Ilotttr  lad 
March  felt  it  was  not  idly  given,  and  tk«y  a^ 
plied  aU  their  force  to  tlie  line  simoltancoiuly, 
and  at  a  moat  critical  moment.  The  aeov  i»- 
doubled  its  motion,  atid  seemed  to  ^ida  front 
ooder  the  tree  as  if  coRsciooa  of  the 
that  was  impending  orer-bead.  Pereciria^l 
tbey  were  discurered,  the  Indians  ntiered  tbt 
fearfiU  war-whuop,  and  running  forward  on  the 
tree,  leaped  desperately  towards  tlieir  iancied 
priae.  There  were  six  on  the  tree,  and  each 
made  tbe  effort.  AU  but  their  leader  I'ell  into 
ll>e  river,  more  or  less  distant  from  the  arlt,  as 
tbey  came,  sooner  or  later,  to  tbe  lespit^-place. 
Tbe  diief.  who  had  taken  tbe  daogeroos  post  in 
adrano^  having  an  earlier  opportunity  tfaaa  tb* 
others,  sCmck  the  scow  just  within  tb* 
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The  fall  prored  so  mucli  greater  than  he  lutd 
uiltcipatnl,  Ii«  was  slightly  stunn<.><l,  and,  for  ft 
ntomeal,  be  remained  half  bcDt  and  uncQn- 
•douB  of  his  ntiution.  At  this  instant,  Ju- 
dith rushed  (nun  tlie  catnn,  her  beauty  height- 
ened by  the  excitement  tliat  produced  the  bold 
act,  which  flushed  her  cheek  to  crimson,  and, 
throwing  all  her  strength  into  the  eflort,  she 
pushed  the  intruder  over  tl>e  edge  of  the  mow, 
headlong  into  the  rircr.  This  decided  feat  was 
no  sooner  accomplished  Uian  the  woman  ro> 
sumed  her  sway :  Juditli  looked  orer  tlie  tStm 
to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  the  man.  Rod 
the  expression  of  her  eyes  softened  to  concern; 
next,  her  cheek  crimsoned  between  sluune  and 
surprise  at  her  own  tementr ;  and  then  alie 
laughed,  in  her  own  merry  and  sweet  manner. 
All  tills  occupied  less  than  a  minute,  when  the 
arm  of  Deerslnycr  was  tlirown  round  her  waist, 
and  slie  was  dmj^ed  swiftly  within  tlic  protec- 
tion of  the  cabin.  This  retreat  u-as  not  ef- 
fected too  soon.  Scarcely  were  the  two  ia 
anfotT,  when  the  forest  was  filled  vrith  ytSia, 
and  huUets  began  to  patter  against  tlie  logs. 

The  ark  being  in  swift  motion  all  this  whilc^ 
it  was  beyond  the  danger  of  pursuit  by  the 
time  tbew  little  evenU  had  occurred ;  and  the 
aRTigc^  ai  aoOD  aa  tli«  fint  burst  of  tbeir  anger 
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hid  lubnded,    ceased   firing,    with   the  con- 
■Qooaness  that  they  were  expending  their  am- 
mimition  in  vain.     When  the  scow  came  up 
orer  her  grapnel,  Hutter  tripped  the  latter,  in 
■  nf  not  to  impede  the  motion ;  and  being  now 
be^nd  the  infinence  of  the  current,  the  vessel 
ooDtinued  to  drift  ahead,  until  fiurly  in   the 
open  lake,  though  still  near  enough  to  the  land 
to  render  exposure  to  a  rifle-bullet  dangerous. 
Hotter  and  March  got  out  two  small  sweeps, 
and,  covered  by  the  cabin,  they  soon  urged  the 
■rk  &r  enough  from  the  shore,  to  leave  no  in- 
ducement to  their  enemies  to  make  any  further 
attempt  to  injure  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 

"  Wbjr.  Ut  ihe  itrkkFii  iber  go  wmp, 

Tlir  hurl  iingnllnl  plaj  : 
For  ttftar  TiiiiiC  walch,  wliilf  (ome  mmttJupi 

Thui  luiM  tba  wurlil  >«■;'.'' 

*  HAH  >»«>■■ 

Another  consultatiuii  took  place  in 
furwsnl  jmrt  o{  th«  scuw,  at  which  both  Judith 
and  llctty  were  present.  At  no  danger  could 
now  0|>|)roach  uiiteen,  ioiincdtate  uneaainett 
had  given  pUtce  to  the  concern  which  attended 
the  conviction  that  enemies  vrcre  in  consider- 
able force  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  that 
they  might  bo  sure  no  iintctic«t>lc  means  of  ac- 
eomplishing  Uieir  own  dcslniction  would  be 
neglected.  As  a  matter  of  course,  Hutter  feh 
tJiesc  truths  the  deepest,  his  daughters  having 
an  habitual  reliance  on  his  resources,  and 
knowing  too  little  to  appreciate  fully  all  tbe 
risks  they  ran ;  while  his  male  companions  were 
At  Ulierty  to  quit  him  at  any  moment  they  saw 
fit.  Ilia  first  remark  showed  that  he  had  an 
eye  to  the  latter  circunuuncc,  and  mtgbc . 
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d,  to  a  keen  obserrer,  the  appreberutoB 
dui  wu,  joat  then,  nppcrmott. 

"We've  I  great  sdvantage  over  tiie  Iroquou, 
or  tbe  cnemr,  whoever  Ihejr  are,  in  being 
idnt,^  lie  Kijil.  "  Tltcpe's  not  a  canoe  on  Die 
Ux.  that  I  don't  know  where  it's  hid ;  and 
not  jDurs  is  here.  Hurry,  tliere  arc  but  thre< 
non  on  tbe  land,  and  they're  so  snug  in 
hiiow  ]og%  that  I  don't  believe  the  Indiana 
mid  find  tfaeai,  let  Ihent  try  ever  so  long." 

"There's  no  tclhng  that— no  one  can  say 

tiUr"  pot   in    Dccniayer;  "  a    hound   is   not 

Okn  sartain  on  the  scent  than  a  red-skin  when 

he  expect*  to  get  any  thing  by  it.     I^-t  tlus 

lurty  sec  acalpa  afore  'em,    or    plunder,    or 

iionoor,  aocordin'  to  their  idees  of  what  honour 

ia,  and  'I  will  be  a  tight  log  tltut  hidea  a  canoe 

[  fiom  ihiar  cyea." 

'  You  're  right,  Deeralayer,"  cried  Harry 
^larch ;  *'  you  're  downright  Oonpel,  in  this 
matter,  and  I  rej'ice  that  my  bunch  of  bark  is 
sate  enough  here,  wiltiin  reach  of  my  arm.  I 
ealcilatc  Uiey  'U  be  at  all  the  rest  of  the  canoes, 
•fare  to-morrow  night,  if  tlicy  are  in  ra'al 
'amest  to  smoke  you  out,  old  Tom,  and  we 
may  aa  well  overhaul  our  paddles  for  a  pull." 

Butter  made  no  immediate  reply.  He  looked 
tbont  him  in  silence  for  quite  a  minute ;  ex- 
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uniiung  tUc  sky,  the  lake,  and  the  belt  of  I 
which  enclosed  it,  as  it  might  be  hermctieaU]r,| 
like  one  consulting  their  signs.  Nor  did 
find  any  alarmin°  symptoms.  The  (lauadlc 
woods  were  sleeping  in  tlic  deep  repose 
nalare,  the  hmvcns  were  placid,  but 
loniinous  with  the  light  of  the  retreating 
while  the  lake  looked  more  luvcly  and 
than  it  had  before  done  that  day.  U  wms 
scene  altogether  soothing,  and  of  a  character  to 
lull  the  passion)  into  a  specie*  of  holjr  cmlm. 
How  iir  this  effect  waa  produced,  however,  on 
the  party  in  the  ark,  must  appear  in  the  prf>> 
gresa  of  our  narrative. 

"  Judith,"  called  out  the  father,  when  he 
had  taken  this  close,  but  short  survey  of  tbc 
omens,  "  night  is  at  hand ;  find  our  friends 
food ;  a  lonx  march  gires  a  sharp  appetite." 

*•  We  "re  not  starving.  Master  Iluttcr,** 
March  observed,  "  for  we  filled  up  just  as  wa 
reached  the  lake,  and,  for  one,  1  pr^-far  the 
company  of  Jodc,  even  to  her  supper,  Thu 
quiet  evening  is  very  agreeable  to  nt  by  her 
side." 

"  Natur^  it  nator*,"  objected  Ilnttcr.  "  and 
must  he  fed.  Judith,  see  to  the  meal,  and 
take  your  nster  to  help  you,  I  'vc  n  little  di>- 
OOBTM  to  hold  icilli  you,  friends,"  be  continued^. 
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ai  torn  &s  hU  dsuglitera  were  out  of  hearing, 
"lod  wish  ihc  giris  airay.     You  soc  my  nitua- 
tim;  and  I  should  like  to  hear  your  opinion* 
ODQceniing  what  is  tMst  to  be  done.  I^rcc  timei 
bm  I  l>ccn  burnt  out,  already,  but  that  was 
on  th*  shore  [  and  I  Ve  considered  myself  as 
pnuy  mfc,  ever  since  I  f^ot  the  cobUc  built, 
nd    the    ark    afloat.     My    other    accidents, 
tomer,  tiappened  in  peaceable  times,   being 
nothing  more  than  such  flurries  ns  a  man  must 
meet  villi  in  the  woods  ;  but  this  matter  loolu 
wrioos,  and  your  ideas  would  ^atly  relieve  my 
mind." 
P      **  It  'a  my  notion,  old  Tom,  that  you,  and 
ytrar  huts,  and  your  traps,  and   your  whole 
pOMeasions,   hereaway,   arc   in   desperate  jip- 
pardy,"    returned    the    matte r-of- fact    Hurry, 
who  saw  no  use  in  concealment.     "  Aocordin' 
to  my  idees  of  valie,  they  're  altogether  not 
worth  half  a«  much  to-day,  as  they  was  yester- 
day, nor  would  I  give  more  for'em,  taking  the 
pay  in  skina.** 

"  Then  I've  children  !"  continued  the  father, 
malting  tlte  allusion  in  a  way  that  it  might 
liave  putded  even  an  indifferent  observer  to 
say  WM  intended  as  a  bait,  or  as  an  exctama- 
tJon  of  paternal  concern ;  '*  daughters,  as  you 
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know,  Hany;  and  good  girU,  Uio,  I  mmy  my, 
though  I  am  thvir  fnth«r.*' 

"  A  man  may  say  any  thing,  Miist«r  Huttcr, 
particularly  when  presitcd  by  time  and  drcura- 
stanccs.  You've  <tiiTti.'r8,  as  you  say,  mid  one 
of  them  liojin't  her  e<]util  cm  the  frontiers  for 
good  looks,  whatever  the  may  have  for  good- 
behaviour.  As  for  poor  Hetty,  she's  Hetty 
Huttcr,  and  that's  as  much  as  one  cvn  ray 
about  the  poor  thing.  Give  me  Jude,  if  her 
conduct  was  only  equal  to  her  looks  1" 

"  1  sec,  Harry  Marcli,  I  cati  only  count  on 
you  OS  a  fair-wcatliered  friend  ;  and  1  nuppoM 
that  your  companion  will  he  of  tlie  same  way 
of  thinking,**  retumeti  the  other,  with  n  slight 
show  of  pride,  that  was  not  altogether  without 
dignity ;  "  well ;  1  must  dejicnd  on  Providence 
which  will  not  turn  a  deaf  car,  perhaps,  to  a 
father's  prayers." 

"  If  you've  understood  Hurry,  Iwe,  to  meui 
that  he  intends  to  tlesart  yuu,"  said  Deerakyer, 
with  an  earnest  simplicity  that  gave  double  as- 
surance of  its  truth,  "  I  ihaiJc  you  do  him  injus- 
tice ;  as  1  know  you  do  me,  in  supposing  1 
would  follow  him,  wus  he  so  ontnie-hvarted 
as  to  leave  a  family  of  his  own  colour  in  such 
a  strait  as  tliis.  I've  come  on  this  lake.  Master 
Hutter  to  rende'rous  a  fri'nd,  and  I  only  wish 
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^m  h«re,  Itimteir,  as  I  nuke  no  doubt  b* 
viil  be  at  lutivct  tu-morruw,  when  you'd  bava 
notW  ride  to  lid  you ;  ui  loexper'enced  0CM» 
in  Ulow,  like  my  own,  but  one  thftt  haa  proved 
tne  u  often  ^in  the  gune,  big  and  Uttl^ 
lUl  111  answer  for  its  aairice  »f^ia  moitab." 

"May  1  depend  on  you  to  stand  by  me  and 
a;  dughters,  then,  UeersUyer  i"  denundMl 
titt  old  man,  with  a  t'atber's  anxiety  in  bis 
oouiitcnance. 

"Tbat  may  you,  Floating  Tom,  if  Ibat'a 
four  name ;  and  aa  a  brotJier  would  Hand  by 
1  aster— «  huiband  bis  wUe— or  a  suitor  his 
■veetbeart.  In  tins  «tratglit  ynu  may  ooont 
on  me  tbroogli  all  adrarsitics  ;  and,  1  tbink, 
Uitrry  does  discredit  to  his  natur'  and  wiabo, 
if  you  can't  count  on  him."  ' 

"Not  he,"  cried  Judith,  tbrustinj;  her  hand- 
some face  out  of  the  door ;  "  bis  nature  is 
bury,  aa  well  as  his  name,  and  be'tl  hurry  off, 
a  aoon  aa  he  thinks  his  fine  figure  in  danger. 
Neilher  'old  Tom'  nor  bis  * gala^  wilt  depend 
HMch  on  MasiPf  March>  now  they  know  him, 
bttt  ytm  they  will  rely  on,  Oeers  layer ;  for  yoar 
honest  face  and  honest  heart,  tdi  us  that  what 
Tou  promise  you  will  perform.'' 

TbiB  was  said,  as  much,  perhaps,  in  affectad 
■com  for  Hurry  as  in  sincerity.     Still,  it  waa 
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not   said  without  feeling.     The   fine   face 
Judith  sufficiently  proved  the   Utter  nrconi- 
stBnc«;   and  if  the  conscious  March  iancted 
tliat  he  had  ncrcr  sci'ii  in  it  a  stronger  displajr 
of  contempt— a  feeling  in  which  the   be«Dty 
was  ipt  to  indulge — than  while  she  wtia  looldng 
at  hioi,  it  ccrtainlv  seldoni  exhibited  more  of 
womatily  softness  and  svnsihility   tlian   wh( 
her  speaking  )>luc  eyes  were  turned  on  bis  ' 
rcUing  companion. 

"  Leave  us,  Judith,"  Hutter  ordered  sternljr, 
before  cither  of  the  young  men  could  repljr ; 
"  leave  ua ;  and  do  not  return  until  you  come 
with  the  venison  and  fiili.  The  girl  has  been 
spoilt  by  the  flatter)-  of  the  ofiirer«,  who  som^ 
times  find  their  way  up  here,  Mn^ter  March, 
and  )-ou'll  not  tliink  any  liann  of  her  »iUs 
woid»." 

"  You  never  said  tracr  ayllahle,  old 
retorted   Hurry,  who  smarted  nndcr  Judith's 
observations ;  "  the   devil-tongucd   youngiten 
of  the  garrison  have  proved  lier  undoing !    ^M 
scarce  know  Judc  any   longer,  and  shall  sooa 
take  to  admiring  her  sister;  who  is  getting  |^^ 
be  much  more  to  my  fancy."  ^| 

"  I'm  glad  to  bear  tliiii,  Harry,  and  loiik 
upon  it  as  a  sign  that  you're  coming  to  jrovr 
r%ht  sense*.    Hetty  would  make  a  much  : 
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id  more  rational  coiDpanion  than  Jude,  and 
would  be  much  tltc  moat  likely  to  listen  to 
your  suit,  m  the  officers  liarc,  I  greatly  fear, 
unsettled  her  sister's  mind." 

**  Xo  tnnit  need  a  safer  wife  tlian  Hetty,'* 
HucI  Hurr}',  laughing,  "  though  I'll  not  «nsn-er 
for  her  being  of  tlie  most  rational.  But,  no 
matter;  Deerslaycr  has  not  misconceived  me, 
when  he  told  you  1  should  be  found  at  my 
post.  I'll  nut  quit  gou,  uncle  Tom,  juat  now, 
whatever  may  be  my  ficclin's  and  intentions 
reapeicting  your  eldest  darter." 

Hurry  had  a  res|>ectable  reputation  for 
prowcas  among  his  associates,  and  Hotter  heard 
this  |)kdge  with  a  satisfaction  that  was 
not  concealed.  Even  the  great  {wrsond 
strength  of  such  an  aid,  became  of  moment 
in  tnoring  the  ark,  as  well  as  in  the  species  of 
hand-to-hand  conflicts  that  were  not  unlrequent 
iu  the  woods ;  and  no  commaiider,  who  was 
hard  prc&scd,  could  feci  more  joy  at  hearing  of 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements  tJian  the  borderer 
experienced  at  being  told  this  important  auxili- 
ary was  not  about  to  quit  him.  A  minute  be- 
fore, Hutter  would  have  been  well  contented 
to  oompromite  his  danger,  by  entering  into  a 
Cionipact  to  act  only  on  the  defensive ;  but  no 
sooner  did  he  feel  some  security  on  this  point, 


THS    DBBR9LATBB. 

than  the  reHtlesBness  of  man  induced  him 
think   of  tlie  means  of  carrying  the  war  iut^i 
the  enemy's  country.  ^H 

"  High  prioca  arc  offered  for  scalps  on  botJ^^ 
sides,"  he  ohscrvcd  vith  a  grim  smile,  aa  if  he 
felt  the  force  of  the  inducement,  at  the  very 
time  he  winhed  to  effect  a  superiority,  to  earn- 
ing moni-y  by  means  that  the  urdinary  feeliitga 
of  thow  wtio  as|>irc  to  lie  civilized  men  re> 
pudiated,  even  while  they  were  adopted.  **  It 
isn't  right,  perhaps,  to  take  gold  for  human 
blood ;  and  yet,  when  mankind  is  busy  in  kill- 
ing  one  another,  there  can  be  no  great  liann 
in  adding  a  little  bit  of  skin  to  the  plunder. 
Wbafa  your  sentiments.  Hurry,  touchim; 
these  p'ints." 

"  That  youVc  made  a  vast  mistake,  old  man, 
in  calUng  savage  blood,  human  blood,  at  all.  1 
think  no  more  of  a  rcd'skin's  scalp,  tlum  1  do 
of  a  pair  of  wolfs  ears;  and  would  just  as 
lief  finger  money  for  one,  as  for  the  other. 
Wit))  v'Ai/e  people  't  is  different,  for  tliey're  • 
nut'ral  ararsion  to  being  scalped  ;  whereas  yoar 
Indian  shares  his  head  in  readiness  fur  the 
knife,  and  leaves  a  lock  of  hair,  by  way  of 
braggadocio,  that  one  can  lay  hold  of  in  tba 
bargain." 

"  Tliat's  manly,  however,  and  1  felt,  from 


TBC   OBBMlutTBB. 


1*7 


linl,  ikftt  w«  had  onljr  to  get  70a  on  oar  tide, 
nhm  jroor  bnrt  wid  band,'*  returned  Tom, 
kwg  all  tus  reserre,  w  be  gaitMd  n  renewed 
owBdence  In  tlic  disposition  of  his  eomptLnlon. 
"Scmething  more  tDsjr  turn  op  from  thi»  iu- 
iMd  of  the  rcd-«kins,  than  they  bof^ned  for. 
Dmbyer,  I  oondude  jros're  of  lluny's  w*; 
of  thinking,  m4  look  upon  money  'itmed  in 
itb  my  u  being  •>  Hkdy  to  pus,  as  money 
'tmad  in  tnppiog  or  bunting." 

"  I've  no  sueli  feelin',  nor  kiiy  wish  to  hsr- 
boitr  it,  not  I,"  returned  itie  oiher.  "  My  gifts 
m  not  scalpers'  gifts,  bat  such  as  bdong  to 
ay  religion  and  culoor.  I'll  stand  by  yon,  old 
nan,  in  the  ark  or  in  the  castle,  ihe  canoe,  or 
the  woods,  but  111  not  anhamsniie  my  natur* 
by  &lling  into  ways  that  Uod  intended  fur  ano- 
ther raoe.  If  you  and  Hurry  bare  got  any 
Ifaoygbia  that  lean  towards  the  Colony's  gold> 
go  by  yourselves  in  s*arch  of  it,  and  leave  the 
Hr*'—  to  my  care.  Much  as  I  must  differ 
from  yoa  both  on  all  gifts  that  do  not  properly 
belong  to  a  white  nun,  we  sliall  agree  that  it  b 
the  duty  of  the  strong  to  take  care  of  the 
weak,  especially  when  the  last  belong  to  them 
tfaat  natur*  intended  man  to  protect  and  ootw 
sole  by  his  gentleness  and  strength." 
"  Hurry  Harry,  that  is  a  lesson  you  mij^t 
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learn  and  practice  on  to  lome  Mivantage," 
tlie  sweet,  but  xpirited  voice  of  Jaditli 
tlic  cabin  ;  a  proof  that  she  hod  orerheard  all 
that  had  hitherto  been  said. 

"  No  more  of   tliis,  Jude,*'  called  oat  lfae_ 
father   angrily.     "  Move   further  off;  we 
about  to  talk  of  matters  un6t  for  a  woman  la~ 
listen  to."  ^ 

Hutter  did  not  take  any  steps,  liowevcr,  tgH 
ascertain  whether  he  was  obeyed  or  pot ;  bat 
dropping  his  voice  a  little,  he  pursued  tlic  di>- 
course. 

"The  young  man  is  right.  Hurry,"  he  sud} 
"  and  we  can  leave  tlie  children  in  bis  car*. 
Now,  my  idea  w  just  Uiis  ;  nn<l  1  think  youH 
agree  that  it  is  rational  and  correct.  There's  a 
large  party  of  these  snvages  on  the  shore ;  and, 
though  I  didn't  tell  it  before  the  girls,  for 
they're  womanish,  and  apt  to  be  troul>le«otne 
when  anything  like  real  work  is  to  he  done, 
there's  women  among  'em.  This  1  know  from 
moccasin  prints;  and  't  is  Likely  tliey  am 
hunters,  after  all,  who  have  been  out  ao  kmg 
that  tbry  know  nothing  of  the  war,  or  of  the 
bounties." 

"  In  which  case,  old  Tom,  why  was  their 
first  salute  on  altcmpt  to  cut  all  our  throats  r" 

**  We  don't  know  that  tlicir  design  was  so 
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bloody.  1^8  natorel  and  easy  for  an  Indian  to 
&U  into  ambushes  and  aurprisea;  and,  no 
doubt,  they  wished  to  get  on  board  the  ark 
first,  and  to  make  their  conditions  afterwards. 
That  a  disapp*inted  savage  should  fire  at  us,  is 
in  rule ;  and  I  think  nothing  of  that.  Besides, 
how  often  have  tbey  bumed  me  out,  and 
robbed  my  traps — ay,  and  pulled  tri^er  on  me 
in  the  most  peaceful  timea  ?" 

"  The  blackguards  will  do  such  things,  I  must 
allow,  and  we  pay  'em  off  pretty  much  in  their 
own  c'ine.  Women  would  not  be  on  the  war- 
path, sartiunly ;  and  so  far,  there's  reason  in 
yoor  idee." 

*'  Nor  would  a  hunter  be  in  his  war-paint," 
returned  Deerslayer.  "  I  saw  the  Mingos,  and 
know  that  they  are  out  on  the  trail  of  mortal 
men ;  and  not  for  beaver  or  deer." 

"  There  you  have  it  ag'in,  old  fellow,"  said 

Hurry.      "  In  the  way  of  an  eye,  now,  I'd 

u  soon  trust  this  young  man,  as  trust  the 

oldest  settler  in  the  Colony  ;  if  he  says  paint, 

^hy  paint  it  was." 

"Then  a  hunting  party  and  a  war-party 
h»Te  met,  for  women  must  have  been  with 
'*to.  It's  only  a  few  days  since  the  runner 
'mt  through  with  the  tidings  of  the  troubles  j 
wd,  ii  iDay  be,  that  warriora  have  come  out  to  ■ 
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call  in  their  womea  and  children,  and  lo  get  ui 
early  blow." 

"  That  would  stand  the  courts,  and  is  just 
tJic  truth,*'  cried  Hurry;  "  you've  got  it  DOW, 
old  Tom,  and  I  should  like  to  Itcar  what  yoa 
mean  to  make  out  of  it?" 

"The  bounty;"  returned  the  other,  looking 
up  at  his  attentive  vompnnioti,  in  a  cool,  suUrn 
manner,  in  which,  howm-er,  hcartleiu  capidity, 
and  indifference  to  tlie  meaiiii,  were  far  more 
conspicuouii  than  any  feel'mga  of  animosity  or 
revenge.  "  If  there's  women,  there's  cliildren; 
and  big  and  Uttle  hare  M»lps ;  the  Colony  paya 
for  all  ahke." 

"  More  shame  to  it,  that  It  should  do  so,"* 
interrupted  Dccr&laycr ;  '*  more  shame  to  it, 
that  it  don't  understand  its  gilts,  and  pay 
greater  attention  to  the  wiU  of  (Jod." 

"  llarken  to  reason,  lad,  and  don't  cry  out 
afore  you  understand  a  case,"  returned  the  un- 
moved Iluri)* ;  "  tlie  skTBges  scalp  your  fri'iuU 
tlic  Dclawarcs  or  Mohicans,  whichex'cr  they 
may  be.  amonj;  the  rest ;  and  why  shouldn't  w* 
•calp  i  I  will  own,  it  would  he  ag'in  right  for 
you  and  me,  now,  to  go  into  the  acttknisolB 
and  bring  out  scalps,  but  it's  a  very  difTsmt 
matter  as  consarns  Indians.  A  man  shouldn't 
Ulte  acalpa,  if  he  isn't  ready  to  be  soUpcd,  lum- 
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r,  on  fitting  occuionH.  One  good  Iutd  de- 
farrcs  ani>tlicr,  all  the  world  over.  That's 
reason,  aitd  1  bclicrc  it  to  be  good  rcli^on.'* 

"Ay,  Master  Hurry,''  atp^in  interrupted  the 
rich  voice  of  Judith,  "  is  it  religion  to  say  that 
one  bail  turn  desenri-it  another  }" 

"  I'll  never  reason  ag'in  you,  Judy,  for  you 
beat  me  with  beauty,  if  you  can't  with  sense. 
Here's  the  Canadas  paying  their  Indians  for 
•calps,  and  why  not  we  p«y " 

*  Our  Indians !"  exclaimed  the  girl,  laughing 
with  a  sort  of  melancholy  merriment.  *'  Fa- 
ther, fiititer !  think  no  more  of  this,  and  listen 
to  the  adrice  of  Decrslayer,  who  has  a  con- 
science ;  which  is  more  than  I  can  say,  or 
think,  of  Harry  March." 

H  utter  now  rose,  and,  entering  the  cabin,  he 
compelied  his  dnu|;htcrB  to  go  into  the  adjoin- 
m^  room,  when  he  secured  botli  the  doors  and 
returned.  Then  he  and  Hurry  punued  the 
subject ;  but,  as  the  purport  of  all  tliat  was 
mutcrial  in  this  discourse  will  appear  in  the 
narmtive,  it  need  not  Ik  reUited  here  in  detail. 
The  reader,  however,  can  have  no  difficulty  in 
com prc)>cn ding  the  morality  that  presided  over 
their  conference.  It  wax,  in  trutli,  that  which, 
in  some  form  or  other,  rules  most  of  the  act^ 
of  men,  and  in  which  the  controlling  principle 
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U,  that  one  wrong  will  justif]^  aaotber.  "nidr 
enemies  paid  fur  scalps;  and  this  was  sufGdent 
to  justify  tlic  Colon)' for  retaliating.  ItistnKi 
the  Frcncii  used  the  same  argument,  «  cimtm- 
stancc,  as  Iluny  look  occasion  to  observe,  in 
answer  to  one  of  Decrslaycr's  objections,  that 
proved  iVt  truth,  as  mortal  enemies  would  not 
be  likely  to  liavc  recourse  to  the  same  reason, 
unless  it  were  a  good  one.  But,  neither  Hutter 
nor  Hurr)-  was  a  man  likely  to  stick  at  trido, 
in  matters  connected  with  tJie  rights  of  tlw 
aborigines,  since  it  is  one  uf  tlie  oontequenoea 
of  aggression,  tliat  it  hardens  the  consctenoe 
as  the  only  means  of  quieting  it.  In  the  tnoM 
peaceable  state  of  the  country,  a  species  td 
warfare  was  carried  on  between  tlie  Indians, 
especially  those  of  the  Canadas,  and  men  of 
tlieir  caste;  and,  the  moment  an  actual  and 
recognised  wsriarc  existed,  it  was  regarded  as 
Uie  moans  of  lawfully  revenging  s  thousand 
wrongs,  real  and  imaginary.  Then  again  there 
was  some  truth  and  a  good  deal  of  expediency 
in  the  principle  of  retaliation,  of  which  they 
botli  availed  iltcmsclTCs,  in  particular,  to  an- 
swer the  objections  of  their  juster-minded  and 
more  scmputoui  companion. 

"  You    must  %ht  a  man  witli   hit 
we' pons,  DcersUycr,"  cried  Hurry,  in  hi 
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eoulb  dialect,  and  in  hia  dogmatical  m inner 
of  diHpoMngofal)  moral  ]iruposition» ;  "  if  h«'s 
f'erce,  you  must  be  Peroer;  if  he'a  Htout  of 
heart,  you  must  b«  stouter.  This  is  tlie  way 
to  get  the  better  of  Christian  or  snrage :  by 
keeping  up  to  this  trail,  you'U  get  soonest  to 
tl>e  iod  of  your  journey," 

"  That  'a  not  Moravian  doctrine,  wbicli 
iCTcbea  tltnt  idl  are  to  be  judgi-d  nccordiitg  to 
their  talents,  or  IVning;  the  Indian,  like  an 
Indian;  and  the  white  tnun,  like  a  white  man. 
Some  of  their  teaehexH  say,  that  if  you  're 
struck  on  the  cheek,  it 's  a  duty  to  turn  the 
other  side  of  the  face,  und  take  another  blow, 
iiuteail  of  seeking  revenge,  whereby  I  under- 
ftUnd " 

"  That's  enough  !"  shouted  Hurry  ;  "  that '» 
all  I  want,  to  prove  a  man's  doctrine!  How 
long  would  it  lake  to  kick  u  man  tlirough  the 
Colony — in  at  one  ind,  and  out  at  tlie  otiier, 
on  that  principle?" 

"  Dun'l  mistake  me,  March,"  returned  the 
yoang  hunter  with  dignity ;  "  I  don't  under- 
stand by  this,  any  more,  than  tliat  it  'a  6fal  to 
do  this,  if  ftoitiUe.  Kevcngo  is  an  Indian  gifl, 
and  forgiveness  a  white-man's.  That  's  all. 
B  Overlook  all  you  can,  is  what  'a  nteant ;  and 
I    not  rettnfft  all  you  can.    An  for  kicking,  Mas- 
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ter  Hurry,"  and  DcerHlajror's  sun-bumt  cheek 
fluBbed  aa  he  continacd,  "  into  the  Colony  or 
out  of  the  Colony,  that 'a  neither  here  t»or 
there,  seeing  no  one  propoics  it,  and  do  one 
irould  be  likely  to  put  up  with  iL  What  I 
wish  to  say  is,  that  ■  rcd-akin's  scalping 
justify  a  palc-l'acc's  scalping." 

"  Do  as  you  're  done  by,  Dci-rslayer  j  that  \ 
ever  the  Christian  pareon's  doctrine." 

**  No,  Hurry,  I've  asked  the  Moravians 
saminf;  that;  and  it  *s  Blto£;cther  difTcr 
■  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,'  they  tell 
is  the  tnt  saying,  while  men  practyse  tht/abt, 
Tbey  think  all  the  Colonics  wrong  that  offer 
bounties  for  acalps,  and  believe  no  blessing 
will  follow  Die  measures.  Above  all  thiQg% 
they  forbid  revenge.** 

"  Thai  for  your  Moravians  !*'  cried  5farch, 
snapping  his  fingers ;  "  they  're  the  next  thing 
to  Quakers ;  and  if  you  'd  believe  all  tbcy  tell 
you,  not  even  a  rat  would  be  skinned  out  of 
marcy.  Who  ever  heard  of  marcy  on  a  tnusk* 
rat!" 

The  disdainful  manner  of  Hurry  prevent«d 
a  reply,  and  he  and  the  old  man  resumed  the 
discussion  of  their  plans  in  a  mure  (]ui«t  and 
confidential  numncr.  I'his  conference  last* 
ttntil  Judith  appeared,  bearing  tin  simple,  hi 
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uToarr  mpper.     Mtjch  observed,  witb  a  lit- 
tle uiiprise,  tbat  she  pUccd  iJie  choicest  bits 
before  DeeralsTcr,  aoit  that  in  the  little  tuuue- 
Itu  sltcntioitH  it  H-&1  ill  hrr  [wtrrr  to  bvstov, 
ibe  quite  obriuuslr  maoilcatcd  a  desire  to  lot 
it  be  seen  that  she  deemed  bim  the  bonoured 
guaL    Aceastomed,  bovevn-,  to  the  wayward- 
MM  BD<)  coquetry  of  the  bcaaty.  Ibis  discorery 
gm  luni  btUe  concern,  and  be  at«  with  an 
appetite  that  was  in  no  degree  disturbed  by 
taf  moral  causes.     The  easU)-- digested  Tnod 
of  tbe    Torests   offering    the   fewest    poastble 
obstacles    to   tbe   gratiticatioii   of   tbis    p«Bt 
uiiinal  iudulgenoe,  Deerabjrer,  not  withstanding 
the  hearty  meal  both  hod  taken  in  the  woods, 
ma  in  no  mauocr  behind  his  companiun  in 
doing  justice  to  the  viands. 

An  hour  later,  the  scene  had  greatlj*  chan^d. 
The  lake  n~as  still  placid  and  gUssy,  but  the 
^oom  of  tlie  hour  bad  succeeded  to  the  soft 
lwili)j;ht  of  a  summer  crcoing,  and  all  within 
the  dark  setting  of  the  woods  lay  in  the  quiet 
lepoM  uf  night.  The  forests  gave  u|>  no  aoi^ 
or  cry,  or  even  murmur,  but  looked  down  from 
tbe  hills  on  the  lovely  l»s'ui  tliey  encircled,  in 
•olemn  stillncs* ;  and  the  only  soand  (tiat  waa 
sndihlc,  was  the  rc;;uULr  dip  of  the  tweejis,  at 
tJurry  and    Dcerslayer  lawly   pu»l)ed. 
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impelling  the  ark  towards  the  cAStle.  llu' 
had  with4lmwn  to  tlie  stem  of  Ui«  soo 
order  to  steer,  but  finding  that  the  young  men 
kept  even  strokes,  and  held  the  desired  coune 
by  ihtar  owii  skill,  he  had  permitted  tlie  oar  to 
drag  in  the  water,  taken  a  seat  on  the  end  of 
the  vessel,  and  lighted  his  pipe.  He  had  not 
been  thus  placed  many  minutes,  ere  Hetty 
came  stealthily  out  of  the  cabin,  or  house,  as 
they  usually  termed  that  part  of  the  ark,  and 
placed  herself  at  his  feet,  on  a  bttlc  bench  that 
she  brought  with  her.  An  this  movement  vaa 
by  no  means  unusual  in  his  feeble-minded 
child,  the  old  man  paid  no  other  attention  to 
it,  than  to  lay  his  hand  kindly  on  her  head,  in 
an  aScctionatc  and  approving  manner;  an 
aet  of  grscc  that  the  girl  received  in  meek 
silence. 

AAer  a  pau*e  of  several  minutes,  Hetty  bfr>' 
gan  to  ring.  Her  voice  was  low  and  tremu- 
lous, but  it  wu  eantest  and  solemn.  The 
words  and  the  time  were  of  the  sim))lest  fom, 
the  tirat  being  a  hymn  that  she  had  been 
taught  by  her  mother,  and  the  last,  one  of 
those  natural  melodies  that  find  favour  willi  all 
dasscs,  in  every  age,  coming  from,  and  Imng 
addrcsned  to,  tlie  feelings.  Hutter  never  lis- 
tened to  this  simple  strain  witliout  finding  hta 
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litan  and   manner  softened ;    facts   that    his 

daughter  well  kn«ir,  and  by  whkli  she  had 

ofua  pro6ted,  through  the  sort  of  holy  iitMinct 

thai  eulighteiis  the  weak  of  mind,  more  e*pe* 

daUj  in  their  aini*  toward  good. 

Hetty's  low,  sweet  tones  had  not  been  niied 
mkny  moments,  when  the  dip  of  the  oars 
oesacd,  and  the  holy  strain  arose  singly  on  the 
breatliing  silence  of  the  wilderness.  Am  if  she 
gathered  courage  with  the  theme,  her  powers 
appeared  to  incmac  as  she  proceeded ;  and 
though  nothing  vulgar,  or  noisy,  mingled  in  her 
mdody,  its  strength  and  melancholy  tender- 
ness grew  on  the  ear,  until  the  air  was  filled 
with  this  simple  homage  of  n  soul  that  seemed 
almost  spotless.  Tliut  tlie  men  forward  were 
not  iodifferent  to  this  touching  tnterraption 
was  proved  by  their  inaction ;  nor  did  their 
oar*  itgaia  dip,  until  the  hut  of  the  sweet  sounds 
h»d  actually  died  among  t)>e  romarltable  shore§» 
which,  at  that  witching  hour,  would  waft 
erea  the  lowest  modulationB  of  the  human 
voice  more  than  a  mile.  Ilutter,  himself, 
waa  affected;  for,  rude  as  he  was  by  early 
liabits,  and  even  ruthless  as  he  had  gut  to  be 
by  li>ng  exposure  to  the  practices  of  the  wilder- 
ness, his  nature  was  of  tliat  fearful  mixture  of 
good  and  eril  that  so  getkerally  enters  into  the 
moral  composition  of  man. 
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**  You  RFC  snd  to-nigUt,  chfld,"  said  the 
father,  whoMe  manner  and  language  oaoally 
'■svumcd  some  of  the  gentleness  and  elevation 
of  the  civilited  life  he  hml  led  in  youth,  when 
he  tltu)  communed  with  tliis  particular  child ; 
"we  have  jurt  escaped  from  enemies,  and 
ought  mtlier  to  rejoice." 

"  You  can  never  do  it,  father  !*'  naid  Hetty, 
in  a  low  reinonBlrating  manner,  taking  his  hard 
knotty  hand  in  hoth  her  own ;  '*  you  h*ft 
Ulkrd  long  with  Harry  March ;  but  neither  of 
you  will  hare  the  heart  to  do  it !" 

**  litis  is  going  beyond  your  means,  ibolish 
child ;  you  ntuiit  hare  been  naughty  enough  to 
hare  li.%len«d,  or  you  could  know  nothing  of 
our  tiilk." 

"  Why  should  you  and  tlorry  kill  people-^ 
Mpecially  women  and  diildren  i" 

"  Peace,  girl,  peace ;  wt  arc  at  war,  and  must 
do  to  our  enemies  as  our  enemies  would  do  to 

"That's  not  it,  father!  I  heard  Dcershiyer 
<ay  how  it  was.  You  must  do  to  you  enemies 
as  you  wmA  your  enemies  would  do  to  you. 
No  man  wislies  his  enemies  to  kill  bim." 

*'  We  kill  our  enemies  in  war,  girl,  lest  they 
should  kill  us.  One  side  or  the  other  most 
begin ;  and  them  that  begin  first  are  most  apt 
to  ^eC  the  victory.    You  know  nothing  about 
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these   things,   poor  Hetty,  utd  hul  best  aay 
oothing." 

"Jmdilh  says  it  is  wrong,  father;  and  Judith 
has  sense,  thougb  I  hai-e  none.** 

"  Jude  understands  better  than  to  talk  to  Die 
of  these  matten ;  for  she  has  sense,  ns  you  say, 
and  knows  I'll  not  bear  it.  A^liich  would  you 
pfcfar,  Uctty  ;  to  ba^x  your  own  scalp  taken, 
and  sold  to  the  French,  or  that  we  should  kill 
oar  cnetuiea,  and  keep  them  from  harming 
«»?■■ 

•*  That's  not  it,  father !  Don't  kill  them,  nor 
let  them  kill  as.  Sell  your  skins,  and  get  more, 
if  yon  ean ;  but  don't  sell  blood." 

"Come,  come,  child ;  let  us  talk  of  mnttera 
you  understnnd.  Are  you  gUul  to  sec  our  old 
friend,  March,  back  again?  You  tike  Hun-yj 
and  must  know  that  one  day  he  may  be  your 
brotticr — if  not  something  nearer." 

"  Tluit  can't  be,  father,"  returned  the  girl, 
after  a  considerable  pause ;  "  Hurry  has  hud 
one  bther  and  one  mother;  and  people  ncrcr 
liare  two.'* 

"  So  much  for  your  weak  min<l,  Hetty. 
When  Jude  ntarrics,  her  husband's  father  uiU 
be  l>er  father,  and  her  husband's  sister,  her 
aster.  If  she  should  marry  Hurry,  then  he 
mil  be  your  brotlier.'* 

"Judith  will  never  have  Hurry,**  returned 
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tlie  i^rl  mildly,  but  positiveljr ;  "  Judith  don't 
like  Hurry." 

"  ThMt's  more  tlian  you  can  know,  Hetty. 
Harry  Miirch  is  the  handwneiit,  and  th« 
strongest,  and  the  boldest  young  nmn  tliat 
erer  risits  the  lake ;  and,  as  Jude  is  the  greatat 
beauty,  1  don't  see  vhy  they  shouldn't  come 
together.  He  liM  as  muclt  as  promixcd  that  he 
will  enter  into  this  job  with  mc  on  coadition 
tUt  111  conwut." 

Hetty  begnn  to  mnvc  her  body  hack  wid 
forth,  and  otherwise  to  cxj)re-t)i  mental  agita- 
tion ;  but  she  made  no  answer  Tor  more  than  ■ 
minute.  \ler  father,  accastomed  to  her  man- 
ner, and  suspecting  no  immediate  cause  of 
concern,  continued  to  smoke  with  the  spparenC 
phlegm  which  would  seem  to  belong  to  that 
particular  species  of  enjoyment. 

"Hurry  t*  handsome,   father,"  said   Hetty*' 
with  B  simple  vnipluuis,  thnt  she  might  have 
hesitated  atraut  using,  had  ber  mind  been  mora 
alire  to  the  inferences  of  others. 

"  I  told  you  HO,  child,"  muttered  old  Hutter, 
without  recnuvin^  tlie  pi|>c  from  between  hi» 
teeth  I  *'  he's  the  hkeliest  youtli  in  these  ports ; 
and  Jude  is  Uie  likeliest  young  woman  I're 
met  with  since  her  poor  mother  was  in  hor  beat 
fbys." 

"  la  it  wicked  lo  be  ugly,  father?'* 
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"One  nt^bt  be  guUty  of  worse  things— but 
you're  by  no  means  ugly ;  tliuugli  not  w) 
oomely  m  Judc." 

"  In  Judith  any  happier  for  being  so  Iiand- 

"  She  may  be,  ctiild :  and  nhe  nisy  not  be. 
Bnt  talk  of  otticr  matters,  now  ;  fur  yuu  hardly 
udcratand  tlicsc,  poor  Hetty.  How  do  you 
lAe  OUT  new  acquaintance,  Deerslayer }" 

"He   isn't  handsome,  father.     Hurry  is  far 
t:andsonier  than  Deer&layer." 

"  That'll  true ;  but  lliey  say  be  is  a  noted 
bunter!  His  fame  had  rexclied  roe  before  I 
erer  hw  him  ;  and  1  did  hope  he  would  prove 
to  be  M  stout  a  warrior,  as  he  is  dexterous 
with  the  deer.  All  men  arc  not  alike  how- 
•ever,  diild  ;  and  it  takes  time,  as  I  know  by 
experience,  to  give  a  man  a  true  wilderness 
heart," 

'*  Have  I  got  a  wilderness  heart,  father — and, 
Uorry.  is  Aur  heart  true  wilderness.'" 

"  You  sometimes  ask  queer  questioiu, 
Hetty !  Tour  heart  is  good>  child,  and  litter 
for  the  settlemenls  tlian  for  the  woodK;  whil« 
your  reason  is  fitter  fur  tlie  woods  tluui  fur  the 
settlements." 

•*  Why   lias  Judith    more   reason    than  I, 
Utiteti' 
"  Heaven  help  thee,  child  1— this  is  more 
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than    I   can   tniivcr.     God  g\\xt    *ense>  bi 
sppcBmnees  and  all  tlicsc  thmg:^ ;  mid  lie  j 
them  Bs  he  scctli  lit.     Dost  tliou  wish  for  mc 


scnxe : 


u 


Not  I.    The  little  I  have  troubles  me ; 

n   1   feel 


when   I    think  the   hnrdest,   thcr 
uiihappiest.     I   don't  believe  thii 
for  me,  though  I  da  wish  1  was  as   handkotne 
as  Judith  I" 

"  Whjr  M,  poor  child?  Thj  sister's  beauty 
may  cause  her  trouble,  aa  it  caused  her  mother 
before  her.  It's  no  advantage,  Hettf ,  to  be  ao 
■narked  fur  anr  thing  as  to  become  an  object  of 
envy,  or  to  be  sought  after  more  tJian  olJjers.** 

"  Mother  was  good,  if  she  iriu  bandsotne,** 
returned  the  girl,  the  tears  starting  to  her  eyes, 
■a  usually  hapjwneil  when  stic  adverted  to  her 
deceased  jiarent. 

Old  lliittcr,  if  not  equally  affected,  waa 
noody  and  silent  at  this  allusion  to  his  wi& 
He  continued  smoking,  without  appearing  di^ 
posed  to  make  any  answer,  until  his  simple 
miixkd  daughter  repeated  her  remarti,  in  a  vr*f 
to  show  tltat  site  felt  uneasiness,  lest  he  might 
be  inclined  (o  deny  )i«r  assertion.  11irn  be 
knocketl  the  ashes  out  of  his  pipe,  and  laying 
bis  liand  in  a  sort  of  rough  kiitdiicsa  on  tlitt_ 
girl's  bead,  be  made  a  reply. 

"  'I'hy  moUier  was  loo  good  for  thia  world,' 
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bead;  "tboogh  o&en  might  not  think  so. 

Hsgood  looks  did  not  befriend  her;  and  yon 

^  ao  oocawn  to  rooom  that  you  are  not  as 

■nndi  lifce  her  as  yoor  siater.    Think  less  of 

baaty,  diild,  and  more  of  your  duty,  and  youll 

he  u  happy  OQ  this  lake,  as  you  could  be  in  the 

tig's  palMe.** 

"  I  know  it,  father ;  but  Hurry  says  beauty 
M  erery  thing  in  a  young  woman." 

Hotter  made  an  ejaculation  expressive  of 
dissatisfaction,  and  went  forward  ;  passing 
through  the  house  in  order  to  do  so.  Hetty's 
simple  betrayal  of  her  weakness  in  behalf  of 
March,  gave  bim  uneasiness'  on  a  subject  con- 
cerning which  be  had  never  felt  before ;  and  be 
determined  to  come  to  an  explanation  at  once 
with  his  visitor  ;  for  directness  of  speech,  and 
decision  in  conduct,  were  two  of  the  best  qua- 
lities of  this  rude  being,  in  whom  the  seeds  of 
a  better  education  seemed  to  be  constantly 
straggling  upward,  to  be  choked  by  the  fruits 
of  a  life  in  which  his  hard  struggles  for  sub- 
sistence and  security  had  steeled  his  feelings, 
and  indurated  bis  nature.  When  he  reached 
the  forward  end  of  the  scow,  he  manifested  an 
intention  to  relieve  Deerslayer  at  the  oar, 
directing  the  latter  to  take  his  own  place  aft. 
By  these  changes,  the  old  man  and  Hurry  were 
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ogain  Icf^  alone,  while  t)>e   j-outig  liunter  wu^ 
tmi.<(feTred  to  the  other  end  of  the  ark* 

Uett)r  had    di8appeare<)    when   Demlayer 
rcnclicd  his  new  post,  and  for  sorae  lillle  time 
he  directed  the  course  of  the  slow-uioving  cnft 
by  himself.     It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
Jadtth  came  out  of  the  cabin,  as  if  disposed  to 
do  tlie  honours  of  the  place  to  a   stranger  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  her  family.    The  star- 
light was  suffident  to  permit   ohjects  to  be 
plainly  distinguished   when  near  at  hand,  and 
the  bright  eyes  of  the  girl  had  an  expression  of 
kindness  in  tliem  when  they  met  those  of  the 
Touth,  that  the   latter  was  easily  enabled  to 
discover.     Ilcr  rich  liair  shaded  her  spirited, 
and  yet  soft  countenance,  even  at  that  boar, 
rendering  it  the  more  beautiful — as  the  rose  ts 
loTclieit  when  reposing  amid  the  shadows  uid 
contrasts  of  its  native  fulia;;e.    LJttle  ceremony 
ia  used  in  the  intercourse  of  the  woods ;  and 
Judith  had  acquired  a  readiness  of  address,  bj 
the  admiration  tJiat  she  so  generally  excited, 
which,   if  it  did   not  amount  to  forwardness 
certainly  in  no  degree  lent  to  her  charms  tl>e 
aid  of  that  retiring  modesty  on  which  poets  love 
to  dwell. 

"  I  thought  I  xliuuld  have  killed  myself  with 
laughing,    DecrsUycr,"   tJie   beauty   abruptly. 
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but  coquettuhly  commenced,  "  when  I  sav  that 
Indian  dire  into  the  river !  He  was  a  good- 
loobdng  BiTsge,  too,"  the  girl  always  dwelt  on 
peraonal  beauty  as  a  sort  of  merit,  "  and  yet 
one  conidn't  stop  to  consider  whether  his  paint 
^onld  stand  water !" 

"  And  I  thought  they  would  have  killed  you 

ith  their  we'pons,   Judith,"  returned  Deer- 

'''^i  "it  mu  an  awM  risk  for  a  female  to 

""» in  the  fece  of  a  dozen  Mingos  !" 

**Did  that  make  you  come  out  of  the  cabin, 

^  spite  of  their  rides,  too !"  asked  the  girl, 

^th  more  real  interest  than  she  would  have 

^*ed  to  betray,  though  with  an  indi&erence  of 

^*4nner  that  was  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of 

'^*"»ctice,  united  to  native  readiness. 

"Men  ar'n't  apt  to  see  females  in  danger, 
^*%<1  not  come  to  their  assistance.  Even  a 
*tingo  knows  that." 

This  sentiment  was  uttered  with  as  much 

**diplicity  of  manner  as  of  feeling,  and  Judith 

''^'vrarded  it  with  a  smile  so  sweet,  that  even 

Deerslayer,    who    had    imbibed    a   prejudice 

*Sttnst  the  girl,   in  consequence   of  Hurry's 

suspicions  of  her  levity,  felt  its  charm,  notwith- 

Btandittg  half  its  winning  influence  was  lost  in 

*^be  feeble  light.     It  at  once  created  a  sort  of 

confiijence   between  them,   and  the  discourse 

•■OL.  I.  M 
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WM  continued,  on  the  put  of  the  honter, 
without  the  lively  consciousness  of  the  ch«. 
nicter  of  this  coquette  of  the  wilclcniess,  vitfa 
which  it  had  certainly  commenced. 

"  You  are  »  man  of  deeds  and  not  of  ironis, 
I  see  phkiiily,  DcersUyer,"  continard  the 
beauty,  taking  her  seat  near  the  spot  where 
the  other  stood,  "  and  I  foresee  wc  shall  be 
very  good  friends.  Hurry  lUrry  haaa  tom[UP, 
andf  giant  as  lie  is,  ho  talks  more  than  he  prr- 
fbnn*." 

"  March  is  your  fri'nd,  Judith ;  and  fii'nds 
should  he  tt-ndcr  of  each  other,  when  apart.'* 

*'  Wc  all  know  what  Hurry's  friendship 
comes  to  I  Let  him  bare  his  own  waj  in 
every  thing,  and  he's  tlie  best  fellow  in  the 
Colony  ;  but, '  head  him  off,'  as  you  my  of  llie 
deer,  and  he  is  master  of  crcrry  tiling  near  him, 
but  hinjEcIf,  Hurry  is  do  favourite  of  tmoe, 
Deersl&yer ;  and  1  dare  say,  if  tlie  truth  waa 
known,  and  his  eonvcruttion  shout  me  ra- 
peaied,  it  would  be  found  tliat  he  thinks  oo 
belter  of  n>e,  than  1  own  1  do  of  him." 

Ttic  Utter  part  of  Uiis  spoi-ch  waa  not  uttered 
without  uncasiiieM.  Had  tlic  girl's  ooropa- 
nion  t>cen  mora  Mpliisticated,  he  miglil  ha** 
observed  the  ETerted  tace.  tlic  manner  in  whidi 
the  pretty  little  foot  was  agitated,  and  other 
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has  made  'era  tliouglitful,  and  a  loose  tongue 
is  no  ricommend  at  their  council  fires." 

"  I  dare  say  March's  tongue  goes  free  enough 
when  it  gets  on  the  subject  of  Judith  Hutter 
and  her  sister,"  said  the  gjrl,  rousing  herself  u 
if  in  careless  disdain.  "  Young  women's  good 
names  are  a  pleasant  matter  of  discourse  with 
some  that  would  not  dare  to  be  so  open- 
mouthed,  if  there  was  a  brother  in  the  way. 
Master  March  may  find  it  pleasant  to  traduce 
us,  but,  sooner  or  later,  he'll  repent  1" 

"  Nay,  Judith,  this  is  taking  the  matter  up 
too  much  in  'amest.  Hurry  has  never  whis- 
pered a  syllable  ag'in  the  good  name  of  Hetty, 
to  begin  with — " 

"  I  see  how  it  is — I  see  how  it  is" — imps-  — 
tuously  interrupted  Judith.  "  /  am  the  one  -^s 
he  sees  fit  to  scorch  with  his  withering  tongue !    -S* ! 

— Hetty,   indeed  ! — Poor  Hetty  !" — she  con 

tinued,  her  voice  sinking  into  low  husky  tones,^  ^ 
that  seemed  nearly  to  stifie  her  in  the  utterasce^^^^ 
— "sfte  is  beyond,  and  above  his  slanderoi 
malice !  Poor  Hetty !  If  God  has  created  he: 
feeble-minded,  the  weakness  lies  altogether  oik'^^  '^ 
the  side  of  errors  of  which  she  seems  to  know^'*:^* 
nothing.  The  earth  never  held  a  purer  beinp^  g 
than  Hetty  Hotter,  Deerslayer.*' 
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"  I  can  beliere  it — Tea,  I  can  believe  lAat, 
Jofitb,  and  I  tiope  'anietUy  that  the  umc  caii 
bcnid  of  her  handsome  Mster." 

Then  was  a  aootliin^  liiK^eritf  in  the  roioe 
ol  Dcerslayer  vhich  touched  the  girl's  feelif^i  j 
oor  did  the  aUttsian  to  her  beanlT  lessen  the 
cflect  vith  one  who  only  knew  too  n-cU  tJte 
power  of  her  personal  charms.  NeveitfadcsSi 
the  anil,  small  voice  of  conscience  wbb  not 
hushed,  and  it  prom[)tC4l  the  answer  wbidi  she 
msd«T  >Acr  giving  herself  time  to  reflect. 

**  I  dare  say  Hurry  bad  some  of  his  vile  hints 
about  tlie  people  of  the  garrisons,*'  ahc  added. 
"  He  knows  tliey  are  gentlemen,  and  can  never 
fingive  any  one  for  being  what  he  feels  he  can 
never  become  htmsdf.'' 

"Not  in  the  sense  of  a  king's  officer,  Judith, 
awtainly,  for  March  has  no  turn  tfaat-a-way ; 
but  in  the  sense  of  reality,  why  may  not  a 
iTcr-hontcr  be  as  respectable  as  a  governor. 
you  speak  of  it,  yourself,  I'i)  not  deny 
that  he  did  complain  of  one  as  humble  as  you, 
being  ao  much  in  the  company  of  scarlet  coata 
and  nlken  sasbea.  But  'twas  jcslousy  that 
brought  it  oat  of  him,  and  I  do  think  that  he 
nioumed  over  hts  own  thoughts,  as  a  mother 
voold  bare  mourned  over  bcr  child.*' 

Ferbapa  Deenlayer  was  not  aware  of  tbe 
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full  meaning  Uiitt  his  eantcst  Itngiuge  con- 
Teyed.  U  is  certain  tliat  he  did  irat  see  (he 
colour  t)iat  crimwned  the  whole  of  Judith's 
fine  face,  nor  detect  the  uncontruUnhlc  dixtrcu 
that,  immediately  after,  changed  its  hue  to  • 
deadly  paleness.  A  minute  or  two  elapsed 
in  profound  stillness,  the  splash  of  the  water 
seeming  to  occupy  all  the  avenues  of  sound; 
and  then  Judith  arose,  and  grssped  the  hand 
of  the  hunter,  almost  convulsively,  with  one 
of  her  own. 

•'  Decralaycr,"  she  said,  hurriedly,  "  I'm 
glad  the  ice  is  hroke  helweeti  us.  They  say 
that  sudden  friendships  lead  to  long  enmitiea, 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  turn  out  so  with 
us.  1  know  not  li«w  it  is — but,  you  are  the 
first  nan  I  ever  met,  who  did  not  seem  to  wish 
to  flatter — to  wish  my  ruin — to  be  an  enemy 
in  disguise — never  mind  ;  say  nothing  to 
Hurry,  and  another  time  well  talk  together 
again." 

As  the  girl  released  her  graap,  she  vanished 
in  the  house,  leaving  the  astonished  young  man 
standing  at  the  steering-oar  as  motionless  aa 
one  of  tlic  pines  on  the  hills.  So  abstracted 
indeed  luul  his  thoughts  become,  that  he  waa 
Itailed  by  1 1  utter  to  keep  the  scow's  head  in 
the  right  direction,  before  be  remembered  bts- 
•ctual  aituaUoo. 
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"So  iftk»  Ikt  tyMUU  Aoftl,  thonsh  in  pslo, 
Vtmuing  tlood,  bul  racfc<il  wiih  dtep  dupait." 

MILTON. 

SaoBTbT  after  tlie  dt«^ific«mnc«  of  Judith, 
*  light  south(;rly  sir  arow,  and  Huttcr  sot  a 
hi]ge  ■quare-sail,  that  had  once  been  Uie  flying 
to|»*M>l  of  an  Albany  sloop,  but  which,  hanng 
become  tlireadbarc  in  catcliing  tlic  brecses  of 
Tappan,  had  been  condemned  luid  sold.  He 
had  a  light  tough  spar  of  tamarack  that  he 
ooald  raise  on  oocwiion,  and  with  a  little  con- 
trivanoe,  his  duck  was  spread  to  the  wind  in  a 
sufficiently  profnuonal  manner.  l*he  effect  on 
the  ark  was  audi  as  to  supersede  the  necessity 
of  rowing ;  and,  tn  ahout  two  hours,  the  casUe 
wu  seen,  in  the  darkness,  rising  out  of  the 
water,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  yards. 
The  aail  was  then  lowered,  and  by  slow  degrees 
the  scow  dnftcd  up  to  the  building,  and  wbs 
•ecu  red. 

Jio  one  had  visited  the  iiouse  since  Hurry 


THE    OBEBSLJlTeB. 


and  his  coatpaibDn  Idt  it.  Tlic  piKe  vas  (aaad 
in  the  qaiet  al  nndn^t,  a  tort  of  trpc  of  the 
•olitodc  of  B  viliirrTics*.  As  mn  encniT  wmi 
known  to  i>e  nor.  Hatter  dirrctMl  hu  daugb- 
ten  to  Khiitain  from  the  ate  of  l^bu,  lanirics 
io  vliicb  they  teldooi  indulged  during  the 
warm  itionlha,  lest  they  might  prore  beacons  to 
direct  their  foes  where  they  might  be  found. 

'*  Id  open  davlight,  t  ahouldo't  fear  a  bo«t 
of  savages  behind  these  stout  ]oga,  anil  ibey 
without  any  cover  to  skulk  inta,''added  Ilutter, 
when  be  bad  explained  to  his  guesU  tiie  reaaot^^ 
why  he  fofbade  the  use  of  lights ;  "  for  I**^! 
three  or  four  trusty  weapons  always  toaded, 
and  Killdecr,  in  particular,  is  a  piece  that 
never  mbses.  But  it's  a  ditferent  thing  at 
night.  A  canoe  might  get  upon  ui  atnecn  in 
tlie  dark ;  and  the  sarages  hare  ao  mony  coo* 
ning  ways  of  aitadcing,  that  I  look  upon  it  ■• 
bad  enotigh  to  deal  with  'em  under  a  bright 
sun.  1  built  this  dwelling  in  order  to  have  'em 
at  anu's  length,  in  case  we  should  ever  get  to 
blows  again.  Some  people  think  it's  too  open 
and  exposed,  but  I'm  for  anchoring  out  bent, 
dear  of  underbrush  and  thickets,  as  the  surest 
means  of  making  a  safe  berth." 

"  You  n-as  once  a  sailor,  they  tell  me,  old 
Tom  y  stud   Hurry,  in   bis  abrupt    manner. 
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atruck  by  one  or  two  expressions  that  tlie 
other  bad  just  used  ;  "and  some  people  Ijcliere 
you  could  ^ve  us  stmnge  accounts  of  inimica 
wmI  shipwreck*>  if  you'd  a  mind  to  come  out 
with  all  you  knov  ?" 

"  Then  arc  people  in  tliis  world,  Hurry," 
retoriiod  the  other  evasively,  "  nho  live  on 
other  men's  thoughts;  and  some  such  ol^en 
find  tlii-ir  nny  into  the  wood».  What  I  Ve 
been,  or  what  1  've  seen  iu  youth^  is  of  less 
matter  now  than  what  the  sava^ces  are.  It's 
of  more  account  to  find  out  what  will  happen  in 
th«  next  twenty-four  hours  ihau  U>  talk  over 
what  happened  twenty-four  years  since." 

"  Tlint  '5  judgment,  Dccrslaycr  [  yes,  that 's 
sound  judgment.  Here  's  Judith  and  Uclty  to 
take  care  of,  to  say  nothing  of  our  own  top- 
kuots;  and,  for  my  part,  I  can  sleep  as  well 
in  tlio  daHc.  as  I  could  under  a  noon-i)ny  sun. 
To  me  it'fi  no  grent  matter  wliethcr  there  is 
ligtit  or  not,  to  see  to  shut  my  ej-es  by." 

As  DcersUyer  seldom  thought  it  necessary 
to  answer  his  companion's  peculiar  vein  of 
buraour,  and  Ilultcr  was  evidently  indisjmsed 
to  dwell  longer  oti  the  subject,  its  discussion 
ceased  with  tliis  remark.  The  latter  had  some- 
thing more  on  his  niinil,  however,  tluin  recol- 
lections.     His  dAUghters  had  no  sooner  left 
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Vffy  tnic.  Hurry,"  pul  in  tlie  person  to 

*"<"n  ihc  appeal  had  be«n  made,  *'  but  jrou 

"^riook  tl»c  nrcamaUnce  that  if  yoa  couldn't 

*^  (lie  trail  uf  the  man  who  did  tlie  job,  / 

^^kUL      I'm  oi*  Master   H utter'*  mind,   that 

'^  'i  hr  wtaer  to  mUtruat  a  sarage's  ingenuity, 

***m  to   build  any  great  expectations  on  his 

^tat  of  eyK-si^ht.     If  these  two  canoea  can  be 

C«t  off  to  the  castle,  therefore,  the  aoooer  it's 

done  the  better." 

**  Will  yoa  be  of  tlie  party  tliat's  to  do  it  ?*• 
demanded  Hutter,  in  a  way  to  show  that  the 
proposal  botli  surpri»ed  and  pleased  him. 

**  Sartaio.  I'm  ready  to  enlist  in  any 
enterptiae  that's  twt  tt^in  a  white  man's 
lawfiil  gifts.  Natur'  orders  us  to  dcfcitd  our 
liTes,  »nd  the  lives  of  others,  too,  when  there's 
oocanoo  and  opportunity.  I'll  fblluv  you, 
Floating  Tom,  into  the  Mingo  camp  on  such 
an  ar'r'n'd,  and  will  stiirc  to  do  my  duty 
should  we  come  to  blows;  though,  never 
hariog  been  tried  in  baulr,  I  don't  like  to 
promise  more  than  I  may  he  able  to  perform. 
We  all  know  our  wishes,  but  none  know  their 
might  till  put  to  the  itroof." 

"  That's  modest  and  aoitablc,  lad,"  ex- 
flaimH  Hurry.  "  You  'vc  never  yet  heard 
the  cracic  of  an  angr)-  rifle ;  and,  let  me  tell 
jou,  'tJB  as  diSerent  from  the  persuasion  of  one 
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of  your  vcniiton  xpecchvs,  ns  Uie  Uugli  of 
Judith  HuUer  in  Iter  best  humour,  is  from 
the  scolding  of  a  Datch  housekeeper  on  the 
Mohawk.  1  don't  expect  you'll  prove  much 
of  a  warrior,  Detrslayer,  though  your  equal 
with  the  bucks  and  the  docs  don't  exist  io  •& 
these  parts.  As  for  Uic  m'al  snrvice,  however, 
you  ni  turn  out  nither  rearward,  accorditig  to 
my  consait.'" 

«  We  'U  sec,  Hurry,  we  '11  see,"  return^ 
tlie  other  meekly  ;  so  far  as  human  eye  could 
discover,  not  at  alt  disturbed  by  tiiese 
pressed  doubts  conouniing  his  coiiduot  on  < 
point  on  which  men  are  sensitive,  precisely  in 
the  degree  that  they  feet  the  eonsciounness  of 
demerit ;  "  having  never  been  tried,  I  '11  wait 
to  know,  before  I  fonn  any  opinion  mysdf; 
and  then  tliere  11  be  sartainty,  instead  of 
bragging.  1  've  heard  of  them  that  was  valiant, 
afore  the  fight,  who  did  little  in  it ;  and  of  them 
that  waited  to  know  their  own  tempera,  and 
found  that  tJicy  weren't  as  bad  as  some  ex- 
pected, when  put  to  the  proof." 

"  At    any   rutc,  wc   know   you   can   use 
paddle,  young  man,"  said  Hutt«r,  "  and  that  I 
all  wc  shall  ask  of  you,  to.night.    Let  us 
DO  more  time,  but  get  into  the  canoe,  and 
in  place  of  Uilking." 

As  Huttcr  led  the  way,  in  the  execution 


I 


THE    OEEHSLAYEB. 

^«  project,  the  boat  was  loon  ready,  witli 
Harry  and  Deerslayer  at  the  paddlen.  Iklbrc 
tiie  olil  mail  embarked,  himself,  however,  he 
tield  a  conferenee  of  Mvenl  minutes  with 
Judiil),  entering  the  bouae  for  that  purpose ; 
tbeii,  returning,  be  took  his  place  in  the  canoe 
■bici)  left  the  nde  of  the  ark  at  the  next 
iMtant, 

Mad  there  been  a  temple  rcnred  to  God,  in 
•likt  tditary  wilderness,  its  clock  would  Iiiitc 
'''111  the  hour  of  midnight  aa  the  party  act  forth 
"'t  their  expedition.  The  darkness  had  in- 
Ototed,  though  Uic  night  was  still  clear,  and 
•^  light  of  the  stars  sufficed  for  all  tlie 
PUr]ioaes  of  the  adrenturera.  Hutter  alone 
•"•evf  the  places  where  the  two  canoes  were 
™d,  and  he  directed  tlic  couibc  while  his  two 
•*l<letic  companiona  raised  and  dipped  their 
P*«Idlea  with  proper  caution,  lest  the  sounds 
'*'<w»ld  be  carried  to  the  cars  of  their  enemies 
*^^oss  that  sheet  of  placid  water  in  the  stillness 
'^  deep  night.  But  the  bark  was  too  liglit  to 
'*<ltiire  any  extraordinary  efforts,  nnd  skill 
*'Pplyinj;  the  place  of  slretiglh,  in  about  half 
^  Keur  they  were  approaching  the  shore  at  a 
'^"tt  near  a  league  from  the  CR.9tle. 

"  Lay  on  your  paddles,  men,"  said  Hotter, 
")  ft  low  voice,  "  and  let  us  look  about  us  for  a 
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mtnoeDt-  We  most  now  be  all  eyes  uidl 
cars,  for  these  TemuQ  hare  dow*  like  blood- 
hoancb.'' 

The  shores  of  the  lake  were  examined  doadft 
in  order  to  disoorer  anv  glimmering  of  light 
that  might  hare  been  lett  in  a  camp ;  and  tha 
men  stnined  their  eves,  in  the  obscurity,  to 
see  if  some  thread  of  sniolce  was  not  atiU 
stealing  along  the  mountain-side,  aa  it  arose 
from  the  dying  embers  of  a  fire.  Nothing 
unusual  could  be  tiaced ;  and  as  the  position 
was  at  some  distance  fnuu  the  outlet,  at  the 
spot  where  the  savages  had  been  me^  it  was 
thought  safe  to  land.  The  paddles  were  plied 
i^ain,  and  the  bows  of  the  canoe  ground 
upon  the  giavellT  beach  with  a  gentle  motion, 
and  a  sound  barely  audible.  Hutter  and  Hurry 
immediatelr  landed,  the  former  carrying  his 
own  and  his  friend's  hfie.  leaving  Dcerslayer 
in  charge  of  the  canoe.  The  hollow  log  lay  a 
little  distance  up  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  old  man  led  the  way  towards  it,  using  so 
much  caution  as  to  stop  at  every  ttiinl  or  fourth 
step,  to  listen  if  any  tread  betrayed  the  pre- 
sence  of  a  foe.  The  same  death-like  stillness, 
however,  reigned  on  the  midnight  scene,  and 
the  desired  place  was  reached  without  an 
occMirrence  to  induce  alarm. 
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fit," whispered  Hutter,  Inpng  a  foot 
Ilk  of  a  &llcn  Unden ;  "  Imnd  me  Uie 
pddles  first,  ond  dnw  th«  Ix^t  out  with  c&re, 
for  the  wretches  m«y  have  left  it  for  a  bait, 
lAeraU. 

"  K«ep  my  rifle  bandy,  butt  lomrda  me, 
M  fellyw,"  answered  March.  "  If  they 
■Hack  me  loaded,  [  shall  want  to  unload  the 
pitcc  at  'em,  at  leant.  And  fed  it*  the  pan  la 
ML'- 

"  Ail's  right,"  muttered  the  other ;  "  ino%'e 
>knr,  when  you  get  your  load,  and  let  me  lead 
ihe  way." 

The  canoe  was  drawn  out  of  the  log  with  the 

iitnost  care,  raised  by  Hurry  to  liis  shoulder, 

ind   tlie  two   began  to  return    to  the    shore, 

'Dovit^  but  a   step  at  a  time,  lest  they  should 

^bledown  the  steepdcclivity.     Tlie  distance 

*■»  not  great,  but  the  deseent  was  extremely 

•JiScali ;  and,   towards  ihe  end  of  their  little 

Juurrivy,  I>eershtyvr  wits  obliged  to  land  and 

'"'ct  litem,  in  order  tu  aid   in  lilXing  the  canoe 

throtifih  the  bushes.     With  his  assistance,  the 

"**    was    sufccdsfuHy  accumplishcd,  and   the' 

^t  cmft  aoon  flouted  by  the  side  of  the  otlicr 

™*^>c     lliis  was    no  sooner  done,  than   all 

"■^Oc  turned  amcioasly  toward  the  forest  and 

"*"    tnountain,    ei])ecting  an  enemy   to  break 

le,  or  to  come  rushing  down  tlie 
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other.  Still  the  tulence  was  unbroken,  and 
Uiej-  all  embarked  with  the  caution  that  had 
beeo  used  in  coming  ashore. 

llutter  now  steered  broad  off  towar 
centre  of  the  lake.  Having  got  a  nafHcient 
distanvc  from  the  shore,  he  cast  hts  prize  loose, 
knounng  that  it  would  drift  slowlj  up  tlic  lake, 
hefore  the  light  southerljr  uir,  and  intendiiig  to 
find  it  oil  his  return.  Tlius  relieved  of  hia 
tow,  the  old  man  held  his  way  down  t)ie  lake, 
steeiriii^  towards  the  very  point  where  Harrj  | 
had  made  his  fruitless  attempt  on  the  life  oT 
the  deer.  As  tJie  distance  from  this  point  to 
the  outlet  was  less  than  a  mile,  it  was  like 
entering  an  enemy's  country,  and  redoubled 
c«tution  became  necessary.  Tlicy  reached  tbc 
extremity  of  the  point,  however,  and  landed 
in  safety  on  the  little  gravelly  beach  already 
mentioned.  Unlike  tlic  Inat  place  at  which 
tliry  had  gone  ashore,  here  was  no  acclivity  to 
ascend,  the  mountains  looming  up  in  the  darh> 
ncss  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  we 
leaving  a  margin  of  level  ground  between  the 
and  the  strand.  Tlic  point  itself,  though  lonj 
and  covered  with  titll  trees,  was  nearly  dat,  and, 
for  some  distance,  only  a  few  yards 
llutter  and   Hurry  landed,  as  before,  lean 
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tlie  dead  tree  that  contain 
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^C  aaoe  orwhich  tber  bad  come  in  quest,  kf 
**lu(  bilf-waf  between  the   eitrecititf  of  the 
^*itMr  alip  of  land,  and   the   plwe  where  it 
MlMd  the  main  shore ;  and,  knoning  that  th«e 
^ti  water  so  near  htm  on  hit  IcA,  tbc  old  man 
led  the  wajr  along  (he  eastern  side  of  tlie  belt, 
*itfa  some  confidence,  walking  boldljr,  liioo^h 
KtU  with  caution.     He  hod  landed  m  tlir  point 
ocpresslyto  get  a  glimpse  into  the  bajr,  and  tu 
make  certain  that  the  OMit  v«s  clear ;  other- 
vise  be  would  liavc  come  a«hore  directJjr  abrcMt 
of  the  hoUmr  tree.    Thvre  was  no  difficulty  tn 
finding  the  latter,  from   which  the  canoe  wm 
ilimwo,  as  before,  and,  instead  of  canying  it 
down  to  the  place  where  Dcenlajrer  lay,  it  was 
lannclied  at  tlie  nearest  favourable  spot.     As 
won  as  it  waa  in  the  water,  Hurry  entered  it, 
and  paddled  round  to  the  point,  whither  Hatter 
alao  proceeded,  following  the  beach.     As   th« 
three  men  bad  now  in  their  poasesaion  all  the 
boats  on  the  lake,  tlteir  confidence  was  greatly 
tDcreaaed,  and  tliere  was  no  longer  the  same 
fererish  desire  to  quit  the  ahore,   or  the  same 
neoeaaity  for  extreme  caution.    Their  position 
OQ  the  extremity  of  the  long,  narrow  hit  of 
land,  added  to  the  feeling  of  security,  as  it  per- 
mitted an  enemy  to  ai>proach  in  only  onedtre^ 
k  tion,  that  tn  their  front,  and  under  circumstanoet 
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that  would  render  diiicaver)-,  with  tlieir  hnbit 
Ti^lauce,    almoHt    certain.      The    Uirce   noi^" 
Unded  together,  and  stood  grouped  in  consul- 
tation on  the  grftTeUy  point. 

"  We  'vc  fnirlj  trec'd  the  icamps,"  nid 
Ilurr^-,  chuckling  at  their  success ;  "  if  they 
wish  to  visit  the  castle,  let  'em  wwlc  or  •vrim  ! 
Old  Torn,  that  idee  of  your'n,  in  burrowing  obI 
in  the  lake,  was  high  prool',  and  carries  a  fine 
bead.  Tliera  lie  men  who  would  think  the 
land  safer  than  the  water ;  hut,  after  all,  reason 
abows  it  isn*t ;  the  beaver,  and  rata,  nnd  othcf 
I'amed  creatures  taking  to  the  last,  when  hard 
preased.  I  call  our  poution,  now,  cntrcndied, 
and  set  the  Canadaa  at  deAance." 

"  Let  us  paddle  alon^  tliis  south  shore,"  sud 
Ilutter,  "  and  see  if  tlicre'it  no  uga  of  ao  ok 
campment — but,  first,  let  me  hare  a  better  louk 
into  the  hay,  for  no  one  hoti  l)«en  far  enough 
round  the  inner  shore  of  the  point  to  make  sure 
of  that  quarter  yvU'' 

As  Hutter  ceased  speaking,  all  three  moved 
in  the  direction  he  had  named.  Scaree  had 
tltey  fairly  u{)ened  the  bottuni  of  the  bay,  wban 
a  general  Htiirt  proved  tliat  their  eyes  had  ligbtad 
on  a  common  object  at  the  same  inalanL  Ik 
was  no  more  titan  a  dying  brand,  giving  out  its 
flickering  and  fikiling  light ;  but  at  that  hoar, 
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■d  in  tbitt  pUoe,  it  n-as  at  onoc  as  cnnspicuotu 
■  "igood  deed  in  a  naughty  world."  There 
■a  not  •  shadow  of  doubt  that  this  fire  bad 
hm  Idodled  at  an  encampment  of  the  Indiana. 
Ikabiition,  sheltered  from  ohscrvation  on  all 
alnhut  one,  and  even  on  that,  except  for  a 
■ny  tbort  disUnoe,  proved  that  more  care  had 
hnaken  to  conceal  the  spot,  than  would  be 
Mi  far  ordinary  purposes,  and  H  utter,  whu 
^wr  that  a  spnng  was  near  at  hand,  aa  well 
none  of  the  best  fi«hii)g-stations  on  the  lake, 
^MiAatelT  inferred  that  this  encampment 
^^■Uaed  the    women   and    children    of   the 

""nwt's  not  a  warriot'ii  eiMsimpnwnt,*"  he 
pnied  to  Hurry  ;  "  and  there's  bounty  enough 
■ittpng  round  that  fire  to  make  a  heavy  divi- 
■ini  uf  head-money.  Send  Uie  lad  to  the 
«««,  for  Uierc'U  come  no  gtwxl  of  him,  in  such 
■■■  omct,  and  let  ua  take  the  matter  in  hand, 
•t«We,  like  men." 

"There's  judgment  in  your  notion,  oldTonif 
**(tl  like  it  to  the  hack-lxxie.  Deerslayer,  do 
J"firt  into  the  canoe,  lad,  and  paddle  off 
i"*  lie  lake,  with  tlie  spare  one,  and  act  it 
'M,  as  we  did  wiih  llie  otlier;  after  which, 
!*o  ran  float  along  shore,  »s  near  aa  you  can 
S*^ta  IIm  bowl  of  tho  bay,  keeping  oaUido  tlie 
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point,  howaever,  and  outside  tlie  ru*hes,  too. 
You  can  hear  us  when  we  want  you;  and,  if 
tlwre's  any  delay,  I'll  call  like  a  loon — yea, 
tiiat'lt  do  it — ^thc  call  of  a  loon  shall  be  th« 
cifrnal.  If  you  hear  rifles,  and  feci  like  soldier- 
lng>  wl>yi  you  may  close  in,  and  sec  if  you  can 
make  t}te  Mmc  hand  with  the  savages  tliat  you 
do  n-ith  the  deers.'* 

"  If  my  wishes  could  be  tuUowcd,  tlita  matter 
would  not  be  undertaken,  Hurry — " 

"  Quite  true — nobody  denies  it,  boy  ;  but 
your  wishes  can't  )>c  followed;  and  tlint  inds 
the  mnttvr.  So  just  canoe  yourself  off  into  the 
middle  of  the  take,  and  by  the  time  you  get 
back,  there  'II  be  movements  in  that  camp !" 

The  young  mnn  set  about  corojilying  with 
great  reluctanc-e  tind  a  heavy  heart.  He  knew 
the  prejudices  of  tlie  frontier-men  too  well, 
however,  to  attempt  a  reiii<»nstrance.  The 
Utter,  indeed,  under  the  circumstances,  might 
prove  dangerous,  aa  it  would  certainly  prove 
useless.  He  paddled  the  caiiue,  tlierefore, 
silently,  and  with  the  former  caution,  to  a  spot 
near  the  centre  of  the  placid  sheet  of  water 
and  set  the  boat  )ust  reoovered  adrift,  to  Boat 
towards  the  castle,  before  the  light  southerly 
ur.  This  espcdicnt  hnd  been  adopted,  in  both 
cases,  under  the  certainty  tliat  the  drift  could 
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uot  cany  the  light  bwks  more  than  a  Ira^e 
or  tvo,  before  the  return  of  light,  when  they 
might  easily  be  overtaken.  In  order  to  prevent 
aoT  wandering  savage  Irom  usinft  thein,  by 
nrimmiiig  off  and  getting  poaseuiioii,  a  puuihie, 
but  scarcely  a  probable  event,  all  the  paddles 
were  retained. 

No  sooner  had  he  set  the  recovered  canoe 
adrift,  tlian  Dccralayer  turned  the  bon-s  of  his 
dim  towarda  llie  point  on  the  shore  thit  hod 
been  indicated  by  tlurry.  Sn  light  was  the 
morement  of  the  little  cmft,  and  no  slciidy  the 
awccp  uf  ita  master's  arm,  that  ten  minutes  had 
not  elapsed  ere  it  was  again  appruaehing  the 
land,  having,  in  that  brief  time,  paMied  o\-er 
hllj  half  a  mtleof  diHtunoe.  As  noon  as  Dcer- 
sUycr'a  eye  caught  a  glimpse  of  tlic  rushes,  of 
which  tliere  were  ninny  growing  in  the  water  a 
hundred  feet  from  the  shore,  he  arrested  the 
motion  of  the  canoe,  and  anchored  Ills  boat  bj- 
bolding  fast  to  the  delicate,  but  tcnadoua  stem 
of  one  of  the  drooping  planta.  Here  lie  re- 
mained, awaiting  with  an  intenhity  of  suspense 
that  can  be  easily  imagined,  the  r»tult  of  tJio 
hazardous  enter]>ri»e. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  convey  to  the  minds 
of  thi>4e  who  ha\'e  never  witnessed  it,  the 
sublimity  that  cltaractcrizes  the  aJlenee   of  a 
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the  hills.  It  is  not  easy, 
•ny  place  more  i»vourabI< 
DDtaral  impressions,  thui 
occupied.  The  size  of  thi 
within  the  rcadi  of  IiuribI 
displayed  so  much  of  Lbe  il 
■tngle  view,  ){ivin^  op, 
ffiaaetf  a  sufficiency  to  pi 
imprasaionti.  As  has  been 
fint  lake  Decrslaycr  bad  m 
his  experience  liiid  beco  liin 
of  rivers  and  smaller  strcanu 
had  he  seen  so  much  ol'  thai 
tic  so  well  loved,  spread  bd 
cmtomcd  to  Uic  Itirrtt,  howi 
capable  of  portmying  nil  its 
aa  lie  looked  upon  ita  Icafjr  i 
also  the  first  time  he  bad  bei 
buman  lives  depended  on  thi 
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brt,  bov  iotense  mast  have  been  ttie  axpeet»- 
tJaa  (if  tlic  foung  man  as  lie  mt  in  his  floUtvy 
fiu»oe,  endeavouring  to  catch  the  itnallcvt 
souiid  thu  might  denote  the  counie  of  thingi 
on  shore.  His  tmining  luul  Iwen  perfect,  m 
&r  as  theory  eouM  go,  and  his  aelf-poMettioot 
Dotwitlistanding  tlte  high  cxcitcnieiit  tlut  wu 
Uie  frvtt  of  ncxretif,  would  have  done  credit  to 
■  veirntn.  The  risiUo  evidencca  of  tlie  exist- 
ence of  the  camp,  or  of  the  £re,  could  not  be 
delected  from  the  spot  where  the  canoe  lay, 
and  lie  was  oompelled  to  depend  on  tlie  sense 
of  hearing  alone,  lie  did  nut  fi-cl  impatient, 
for  the  lessons  he  had  heard  taught  him  tlie 
virtoc  of  jntienoc,  and,  most  of  all,  incolcateil 
the  aeoesaity  of  wariness  in  condut-ting  any 
eorert  uaaolt  on  tlie  Indians.  Once  he  thought 
bt  hcud  the  cmeking  of  a  dried  twig,  but 
expcctatkin  was  so  intense  it  might  mislead 
hba.  In  tlils  manner  minute  after  minute 
pMsed,  until  tlic  whole  time  since  he  leil  his 
companions  vas  extended  to  quite  an  hour. 
I>eefslayef  knew  not  whether  to  rejoice  in,  or 
to  noorn  orer  this  cautious  dday,  for,  if  tt 
•Bgured  security  to  his  assuciJiteii,  it  foretold 
deatnictjon  to  the  feeble  and  innocent. 

It  migbt  have  been  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
hU  companions  and  he  had  parted,  when  l>eeiw 
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slayer  was  aroused  by  a  sound  that  Blled  hicsi 
etjuallr  with  concern  and  surprise.  The  qu»> 
rering  call  of  a  loon  arose  from  the  oppoute 
side  of  the  lake,  e^'idcntly  at  no  great  distance 
from  its  outlet.  There  was  no  mistaking  the 
note  of  this  bird,  which  is  so  familiar  to  all 
who  know  the  sounds  of  the  American  lakes. 
Shrill,  tremulous,  lou<1,  and  sufficiently  pro- 
longed, it  seems  the  very  en-  of  warning.  It 
is  often  raised,  also,  at  nii;ht — an  exception  to 
the  habits  of  most  of  the  other  featliered  in- 
mates of  the  wihlcmess ;  a  circumstance  whidi 
had  inducL>d  Hurry  to  select  it  as  hia  own 
signal.  There  had  been  sufficient  time,  cer- 
tainly, fur  the  two  ailvcnturcrs  to  make  thrir 
way  by  lain!,  from  the  point  where  they  had 
been  left  to  that  whence  the  call  hnd  come,  but 
it  was  not  [irobablt;  thai  they  would  adopt  such 
a  course.  Had  the  camj)  been  deserted,  they 
would  have  summoned  Deerslayer  to  the  shore, 
ami,  (lid  it  [mtve  to  he  i>ooplod,  there  could  be 
no  sutfifit'nt  motive  lor  cirding  it,  in  order  to 
re-embark  at  sn  i;reat  a  distance.  Should  he 
obey  the  si^nnt,  uiid  be  drawn  away  from  the 
landing,  the  lives  uf  those  who  depended  on 
him  iiii;:lit  be  the  furk'it — aiul,  shouhl  he  ne- 
glect the  cull,  tm  the  supposition  that  it  had 
been  really  n;ailc,   the   consequences  mi^ht  be 
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disaatrous,  thougli  from  a  different 
OWK.  In  Uiia  mdeciiion  he  waited,  trusting 
thittfae  call,  whelli«r  feigned  or  natural,  would 
be  ^Kedily  renewed.  Xor  was  he  mistaken. 
A.  wry  few  minutes  elapsed  before  tlic  same 
•hiill,  warning  cry  was  rejientcd,  and  from  the 
■WDe  part  of  tlie  lake.  Tlii?  time,  being  on 
tbe»lert,  hi*  tcnun  were  not  deceived.  M- 
Uinigfa  he  had  often  heard  admimblc  imttationa 
of^lhis  bird,  and  was  no  mean  adept,  himself, 
'Btatni^tts  notes,  lie  felt  satisfied  that  Hurrj-, 
*o  vhoRC  effortjt  in  that  way  he  had  attended, 
''nld  never  so  completely  and  closely  follow 
■•ftre.  He  determined,  therefore,  to  disregard 
"^  cry,  and  to  wait  for  one  less  perfect  and 
"Ber  at  Iiand. 

Oeenlayer  had  hardly  come  to  this  deter- 

BRmtion,  when  the  profound  stillness  of  night 

'*d  solitude  was  broken  by  a  cry  so  Ktnrlling, 

"to  drive  all  recollection  of  the  more  meliin- 

™^y  ah  of  tite  loon  from  tlic  listener's  mind. 

"  ^*U  a  shriek  of  agony,  tiiat  came  either  from 

""e  of  the  female  sex,  or  from  a  hoy  so  young, 

**    not  yet  to  hare  attained   a  manly   voice. 

^'a   appeal  could  not  be  mistaken.     Heart- 

'''**iing  terror — if  not  writhing  agony — was  in 

^^  soonda,  and  llie  anguish  that  had  awakened 
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incieci^ion.      The   bn- 

crackiii:j    of  ,Iri..,|  sti, 

were  all  distinctly  aud 

ing  to  approach  the  n 

tion  that  led  diagonally 

*  little  ferther  north  t 

«I»yer  had  been  ordered 

ing  this  dae,  the  youn 

■head,  paying  butlitUe 

"1  which  he  might  be 

had  reached  a  part  of  t 

mediate  bant   was   toI( 

»*«P-     Men  were  evide 

the  baahea   and   trees  . 

btDk,  foUowing  the  lin, 

thoae  who  fled  sought  i 

descending.    Just  „  ^j, 

rifle,  flashed,  «,d  theop 

"  «»«al,  the  shaip  report 
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"evtd,  i»  a  waj  to  sliow  that  man  vr&s  grap* 

pling  with  man. 

"  Slippery  devil !"  sbouted  Muny,  witb 
'w*  fiirj-  of  disappflUiUiioiit — "  hia  skin  'a 
Snuedl  I  shan't  grapple ! — ^Take  tiial  for  your 

1^  words  were  fotlovred  by  the  lall  of  some 
'Hny  object  among  the  smaller  trcts  tlmt 
Ringed  the  bsok,  appearing  to  Dcer^layer  as  if 
*kii  gigaQtic  AUKoctiite  bad  burled  an  enemy 
"Viun  bim  in  tbis  unceremonious  tnnnncr. 
^juu  the  dight  and  pursuit  were  renewed,  and 
then  the  young  man  saw  a  human  form  break 
down  tlie  hill,  and  rush  several  yards  into  tiie 
water.  At  this  critical  moment  the  canoe  was 
just  near  enough  to  the  spot  to  allow  this 
movement,  which  was  accompanied  by  no 
little  noiMi  to  be  seen  ;  and  feeling  that  there 
be  must  take  in  bis  comp«Dians,  if  anywhere, 
Deeralayer  urged  the  cmnoc  farwani  to  the 
rescue.  Uispwldlc  had  not  been  ntsed  twice, 
when  the  vtuce  of  Hurry  was  heard  tilling  the 
air  with  imprecations,  and  he  rolled  on  the 
narrow  bcadi,  literally  loaded  down  with  ene- 
miet.  Wiule  prostrate,  and  almost  smothered 
with  bis  foes,  the  athletic  frontier- man  gave 
hit  loon-call,  in  a  manner  that  would  hare 
■  excited  laughter  under  circumstances  less  ter« 
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rific.  The  figure  io  the  water  seemed  n 
to  repent  bis  own  flight,  aiid  ru&hed  to  tbe 
shore  to  aid  his  coiupaiiion,  but  was  inet  and 
immediately  uvcrpowored  by  bolf  a  dox«o  fresh 
pursuers,  uhu,  just  then,  came  lespbig  down 
the  bank. 

"  Let  up,  you  painted  riptyles— let  up  V 
cried  Hurry,  too  linrd  prcvsed  to  be  particular 
about  the  tcmiH  be  used ;  "  isn't  it  enough 
tliBt  I'm  witiicd  like  a  law-log,  tliot  yc  mn*t 
choke,  too?" 

This  spebcli  uttiKficd  Dcvnlayvr  that  hit 
frieoda  were  prisoners,  and  that  to  land  would 
be  to  share  tiicir  fate.  He  was  already  within 
a  hundred  feet  of  the  shore,  when  a  few  timdy 
strokes  of  the  paddle  not  only  arrested  his 
advance,  bat  forced  lum  off  to  six  or  dgbt 
times  that  distance  from  hist-ncmics.  Luckily 
for  him,  all  of  the  Indiana  had  dropped  their 
riflca  in  tlic  pursuit,  or  Uils  retreat  might  not 
bare  been  effected  with  impunity;  though  no 
one  had  noted  the  canoe  in  the  first  oonfuston 
ofthem^l^. 

"  Keep  off  the  land,  lad!"  called  out  Huttcr; 
"  the  girls  depend  only  on  you,  now :  you  will 
want  all  your  caution  to  csca|)C  these  aavagei. 
Keep  off,  and  God  prosper  you,  as  you  aid  my 
cliildren !" 
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Th«re  vna  Bttte  sfiDpatby,  in  general,  be- 
tnoi  Hutter  and  the  ^ung  man,  but  tlifl 
bodily  and  mental  angtiuh  with  which  thve 
■pped  «•■  made,  icircd  at  the  moment  to 
conceal  from  the  Utter  tlic  former's  faults, 
Uc  saw  only  the  father  in  his  suffcnn;^  and 
Ksolred  at  once  to  give  a  pledge  of  fidelity  to 
bis  interests,  and  to  lie  faithfiil  to  his  word. 

«  Put  your  heart  at  ease.  Matter  Ilutter," 
he  called  out ;  "  the  gala  stiall  be  looked  to,  oa 
well  OS  the  ca«tle.  The  inioiy  has  Kot  the 
shore,  'tia  no  use  tu  deny,  but  he  hasn't  got 
the  water.  Providence  lias  the  charge  of  all, 
and  no  one  can  *ay  what  will  oome  of  it ;  bu^ 
if  good-mil  can  sarvc  you  and  your'n,  depend 
on  that  much.  My  cxper'cnce  is  small,  but 
my  will  is  good." 

"  Ay — ay,  Deerslayer,"  returned  Hurry,  in 
Ilia  stentorian  roice,  which  was  losing  some  of 
its  heartiness,  notwithstanding — "  Ay,  ay,  Dccr- 
ilayer,  you  mean  well  enough,  but  what  can 
you  do  f  You  're  no  great  matter  in  tlie  best  of 
times,  and  such  a  perion  is  not  likely  to  turn 
out  a  miracle  in  the  worst.  If  ihcrv's  one 
skvage  on  this  lake  shore,  there's  forty,  and 
that's  an  army  you  ar'n't  the  man  to  overcome. 
The  best  way,  in  my  judgment,  will  be  to 
make  a  straight  course  to  the  castle;  get  the 
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gib  ioto  tbe  cwioc,  with  ■  lew  calsbles :  then 
stiike  off  for  tbe  comer  of  the  Ukc  where  wc 
CWDC  in,  and  take  tbe  best  trail  for 
Mohawk.  These  derQa  won't  know  where  t^ 
look  for  TOa  for  some  hours,  and  if  Ihejr  dkl, 
and  went  off  hot  in  the  pursuit,  thejr  mutt 
torn  either  the  foot,  or  the  hend  of  the  lake, 
to  get  at  Tou.  'Hiat's  Riy  judgment  in  the 
matter ;  and  if  old  Tom,  here,  witlies  to  make 
his  last  wiO  and  testameot  in  a  manner 
&vourabIe  to  his  darters,  heHl  say 
same." 

*'  T  will  nerer  do,  younj  man,"  rejc 
Hatter.  "  The  eneroj-  Itas  scoots  oat  at 
moraent,  looking  for  canoes,  and  you'll  be 
seen  and  taken.  Trust  to  the  castle ;  and, 
above  all  things,  keep  clear  of  tlw  land.  Hold 
out  a  week,  and  parties  from  the  gaimou 
will  drire  the  sarages  off." 

**  "T  wont  be  ftwr^nnd-twenty  hours,  oM 
fdlow,  afore  these  foxes  will  be  rafting  off,  to 
■tonn  your  castle."  intempted  Hurry,  with 
tnofC  of  the  bent  of  argnment  than  might  be 
expected  ifom  a  man  who  wtu  bound  and 
a  captive,  and  about  whom  nothing  could  be 
railed  free,  bat  his  opinions  and  his  tongoe. 
"  Tour  advice  has  a  stout  sound,  but  it  wQl 
bare  a  fatal  tvminatioa.    If  you  or  I  was 
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(k  house,  ve  tnight  bold  oat  a  few  dajs,  bat 
(OMmbcr    tbat  tbia    Ud    hu  Dercr  seen  an 
niat]rarorato-iu);ht,  and  U  wbat  you,  yooncli^ 
oiled  Mttlement-coascienoed ;  tfaougb,  far  iii|- 
pan,  I  think  the  coosctenoes  in  tba  aettknieala 
pKUy  much  the  sanie  as  they  are  oot  bere  in 
tilt  iroodt.     'Iliesc  savagca  an  malmig  ngna. 
Dnrslajrer,  for  me  to  encounge  yvn  to  eaow 
■ihara  with  tho  canoe ;  bat  tbat  IHl  Dcrer  do, 
M  it*!  ag*in  rcMOD  and  nator*.     Aa  ior  old 
Tom,  and  niTsctf,  wbetber  they'll  acalp  na  to- 
night, keep  us  for  the  tortore  by  fire,  or  carry 
ns  to  Canada,  is  oiora  than  any  one  knovi,  bat 
tba  devil  tbat  advises  them  how  to  act.     I'n 
nich   a  big  and  basby   head,  that   it's   qaits 
bkely  tboyll  indivor  to  get  two  scalpa  off  it, 
fiir  tin    bounty  ta  a    tempting    thing,  or   old 
Tom  and  I  wouldn't  be  in  this  scrape,     .^y— * 
there  they  gu,  n-ith    tlieir    signs,    ag^n,   bat 
if  I  advise  you  to  land,  may  tltcy  eat  me  as  well 
18  nwst  me.      No,    no.   Dcerslayer — do  yoa 
keep  off  where  yon  are;  and,   after  dayliglit, 
on    no   account,    come    within    two   haitdred 
jvds"— 

This  tnjanetion  of  Hurry's  was  stopped  by 
a  hand  being  rodcly  slapped  against  hia  mouth, 
the  certiun  sign  that  some  one  in  the  party 
cafEcicntly    understood    English    to   liave    a 
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length  detected  the  drift  of  hia  discoune.^ 
Imiuediately  after  the  whole  group  entered 
the  forest,  Ilutler  and  Ilorry  apparentljr 
making  no  resistance  to  the  movement 
Just  u  the  sounds  of  the  cracking  bu^cs  wen 
cenuiig,  however,  tlie  votw  of  the  fatlier  «m 
agitin  heard. 

**  As  you're  true  to  my  children,  God  prosper 
youj  young  man,"  were  tlic  woniK  tltat  mcbed 
Deonlaycr's  can ;  after  which  he  found 
himwlf  left  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own 
discretion. 

Severs]  minutes  elapsed,  in  death-like  still- 
nesa,  when  the  party  on  the  shore  had  dbap- 
peared  in  Hk  wihkIh.  Owing  to  the  distance, 
nlltcr  more  tlian  two  hundrvti  yards,  and  the 
ohftcurityi  Deeralaj'er  luiil  been  able  barely  to 
diitiD^iiih  tlte  group,  and  to  see  it  retiring  [ 
but  even  this  dim  connexion  with  human 
forma,  gave  an  auiniation  to  the  scene  that  via 
strongly  in  contrast  to  the  absolute  aoUtuda 
tliat  remained.  Although  the  young  man 
leaned  forw&rtl  to  lislcn,  holding  his  breath 
and  condensing  every  (acuity  in  the  singia 
sense  of  hearing,  not  another  sound  reached 
lus  ears  to  denote  iho  vicinity  of  kuaao 
beings.  It  seemed  as  if  a  silence  that  bad 
never  been  broken  reigned  on  the  sput  agatai 
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and,  lor  tn  instant,  even  that  pierch^  ■fariek 
vhich  hsd  so  lately  broken  the  stiUDcatofdw 
fonut,  or  the  execrations  of  Much,  would  hvre 
beena  relief  to  tihe  feeling  of  desertion  to  which 
itgsreriae. 

This  panlysU  of  mind  and  hody,  however^ 
could  not  last  long  in  one  eonstitutcd  mentally 
Knd  physically  like  Dcerslajcr.  I>ropptng  his 
psddle  into  the  water,  he  tomed  the  head  of 
the  canoe,  and  proceeded  slowly,  as  one  walks 
who  thinks  intently,  towards  the  centre  of  the 
bke.  I^lien  he  beliered  himself  to  liave 
reached  a  point  in  a  line  with  that  where  he 
had  act  tlio  but  canoe  adrift,  he  changed  his 
direction  northward,  keeping  the  light  air  as 
nearly  on  his  back  as  pouible.  After  ]>add)ing 
■  quarter  of  a  mile  in  this  direction,  a  dork 
object  l>6caine  risible  on  the  lake,  a  little  to 
tbe  right  i  and,  turning  on  one  aide  for  the 
purpose  he  bad  soon  ftecured  his  lost  prize  to 
his  own  boat  Ueerslayer  now  emmined  the 
heavens,  tbe  coorae  of  the  air,  and  tbe  position 
of  the  two  canoes.  Finding  nottnng  in  either 
to  induce  a  change  of  pUn,  he  lay  don-n  and 
prepared  to  catch  a  few  hours'  sleep,  that 
the  morrow  might  &nd  him  equal  to  its- 
ez%eDdea. 

Although  the  hardy  and    the  tired    sleep 
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profoundly  even  in  scenes  of  danger,  it  wn 
some  time  before  Deerslayer  lost  his  recoUec- 
tion.  His  mind  dwelt  on  what  had  passed, 
and  his  half-conscious  faculties  kept  fij^uring 
the  events  of  the  night  in  a  sort  of  waking 
dreara.  Suddenly  he  was  up  and  alert,  for  he 
fancied  he  heard  the  pre-concerted  signal  of 
Hurry,  summoning  hira  to  the  shore.  But  all 
was  still  as  the  grave  again.  The  canoes  were 
slowly  drifting  northward;  the  thoughtful  stars 
were  glimmering  in  their  mild  glory  over  hia 
head,  and  the  forest-bound  sheet  of  water  ky 
embedded  between  its  mountains,  as  calm  and 
melancholy  as  if  never  troubled  by  the  winds, 
or  brightened  by  a  noon-day  sun.  Once  more 
the  loon  ruaed  his  tremulous  cry,  near  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  and  the  mystery  of  the  alarm  was 
explained.  Deerslayer  adjusted  hia  hard  pillow 
— stretched  his  form  in  the  bottom  of  Uie 
canoe,  and  slept. 
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dear,  pUeid  L«man  !    njcovtnUtd  lake 
Vtlb  the  wild  worid  I  dwelt  U,  !•■  thing 
Which  warn  at,  with  itt  Millwu,  to  foruka 
Euth*!  troabled  walxn  for  a  pnrcr  (priof. 
Thii  qaiet  uil  li  aa  a  noiafkH  wiaf 
To  waft  pie  from  dUtraetloii  ■  once  I  hired 
Toro  ocean's  roar,  bat  tfaf  toft  nnnniiriiif 
Soanda  aerel  ai  if  aiblM'a  mke  repiomV 
Aut,  mth  alern  delighta,  ihonld  e'er  hate  been  to  maTOt.'* 

■TKOIf. 

Dat  had  &irly  dawned,  before  the  young 
Dan,  whom  we  have  left  in  the  rituation 
described  in  the  last  chapter,  again  opened  his 
eyes.  This  was  no  sooner  done,  than  be  started 
up,  and  looked  about  him  with  the  eagerness 
rf  one  who  saddenly  felt  the  importance  of 
accnrately  ascertaining  his  precise  positioti. 
His  rest  had  been  deep  and  ludisturbed  ;  and 
when  be  awoke  it  was  with  a  clearness  of 
iotellect,  and  a  readiness  of  resources  that  were 
much  needed  at  that  particular  moment.  The 
son  had  not  risen,  it  is  true,  but  the  vault  of 
heaven  was  rich  with  the  winning  softness  that 
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'  brings  and  shuts  the  day,'  while  the  whole  air 
was  filled  with  the  carols  of  birds,  the  hyxans 
of  the  feathered  tribe.  These  sounds  first  told 
Decrslaycr  the  risks  he  ran.  The  air,  for  vrind 
it  could  scarcely  be  called,  was  still  light,  it  is 
true,  but  it  had  increased  a  Uttlc  in  the  course 
of  the  night,  and  as  the  canoes  were  mere 
feathers  on  the  water,  tlicy  had  drifted  twice 
tlic  expected  distance ;  and,  what  was  still  mure 
dangerous,  had  approached  so  near  the  base  of 
the  mountain  tJiut  here  rose  precipitously  front 
the  eastern  xliore  as  to  render  the  enrols  of  the 
birds  plainly  audible.  This  was  not  tlie  wont. 
The  third  canoe  hud  taken  the  same  direction, 
and  was  slowly  drifting  towards  a  point  where  it 
must  inevitably  touch,  unless  turned  aside 
by  a  shift  of  wind,  or  human  hands.  In  other 
respects,  nothing  presented  itself  to  attnci 
attention,  or  to  awaken  alarm.  The  castle 
stood  on  its  shoal,  nearly  abreast  of  the  canoM, 
for  tlic  drifts  had  amounted  to  miles  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  and  the  ark  lay  fastened  to 
its  piles,  as  both  had  been  left  so  many  hours 
before. 

As  «  matter  of  course,  Dccrslayer's  attention 
was  first  given  to  tlie  canoe  ahead.  It  was 
already  quite  near  the  point,  and  a  very  few 
strokes  of  tlie  paddle  sutTiced  to  tell   1 
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it  mm  toQ^  before  he  could  posubly  overtake 

>L  Jnit  it  this  moment,  too,  tlir  wind  inop- 

potiineljr  fnshcncd,  rendering  the  drift  of  the 

I'^l  mil  much  more  mpid  and  crttoin.     Fed- 

"f  the  impan^bility  of  preventing  •  cont«ct 

n'lii  the  land,   tlie  young  man  wisely  deter* 

mined  not  to  heat  himself  witJi   unneoeunry 

tiertiona  ;  but*  first  looking  to  the  priming  of 

til   piece,   he    proccrded  sluwly    and  varity 

(oirards  the  point,  takijig  care  to  nudte  a  little 

arcuit,  that  ho  mij(ht  be  expOMtl  on  only  one 

side  as  he  approMcIieO. 

Ttw  canoe  adril'b,  being  diKcted  by  no  atieh 
intcUigenoe,  pursued  its  proper  wny,  and 
grounded  on  a  small  sunken  rock  at  tlie 
distance  of  three  ur  four  yards  from  tlic 
■bore.  Just  nt  lliat  moment,  Oeeralayer  had 
got  abreast  of  the  point,  and  turned  the 
bows  of  bis  own  boat  to  the  land ;  6rst 
easting  loose  his  tow,  that  his  movements 
might  be  unencumbered.  The  canoe  hung  an  in- 
stant on  the  rock ;  then  it  rose  a  hair's-breadth 
on  an  almost  imperceptible  swell  of  the  water, 
swung  roaad,  floated  clear,  and  readied  the 
strand.  AH  this  the  young  man  noted,  but  it 
neither  quickened  bis  polsea,  Dor  hastened  his 
hand.  If  any  one  had  been  lying  in  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  the  waif,  he  must  be  seen,  and 
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tbe  stmoM  csoliMi  in  kpproschiiig  the 
beame  awJiapeBMiMc ;  if  do  one  w&s  in  uDbiuh, 
faornr  VBS  unneccuvT'.  The  point  being  oearif 
Aagonally  opposite  to  tbe  Indian  enaunptnen^ 
be  hoped  the  tut,  tbongb  the  former  ma  Dot 
onl^  posaible,  but  probable ;  for  tbe  sav^e* 
were  prumpt  in  adopting  all  the  expedients  of 
thnr  particular  modes  of  nrlare,  and  quite 
likelj  bad  inauv  scouts  searching  tbe  sbora 
for  craft  to  cany  tbem  off  to  tbe  castle.  Aa  « 
glance  at  the  take  from  any  hdght  or  projee- 
tion,  would  cxpo^M;  the  amallest  object  on  its 
Borfacc,  there  was  little  hope  that  either  of  tbs 
csnoes  oould  pass  nnwen ;  and  Indian  aagad^ 
needed  no  instrurtioa  to  teU  which  way  a  boat 
oralog  would  drift,  when  the  direction  of  the 
wind  was  known.  A*  Deerstajer  drew  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  land,  the  stroke  of  Ids  paddto 
gmr  dower,  his  eye  l>«can)e  more  watchfbl, 
and  bi*  ear»  and  nottrilii  almost  dilated  with 
the  effort  lo  detect  any  lurking  danger.  Twu 
a  tjying  moment  for  a  norioe,  nor  was  there 
the  enooaragemcnt  which  even  the  timid  tomo- 
times  fed,  when  ctmsciuua  of  being  observed 
and  oomtocnded.  He  was  entirely  alone, 
thrown  on  his  own  reaourees,  and  was  cheered 
bjr  no  friendly  eye,  emboldened  by  no  cncoo- 
nging  Twce.     Notwithstanding  all    theao  cir>- 
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comstanccs.  ihc  most  experienced  vetcT«n  in 
forest  w-Rrfan;  could  nut  liavc  conducted  IjctUT* 
EqoaUv  free  from  recklessness  and  hesitntion, 
bis  advBtioe  iros  marked  by  n  sort  of  philo- 
sophical pradettce,  tiiat  appeared  to  render  liint 
superior  to  uU  mutivcs  bat  those  which  wure 
best  odcutated  to  effect  liis  purpose.  Such 
wu  the  cuniniencement  of  a  career  in  forest 
exploits,  that  RAerwarda  rendered  this  man,  in 
bis  vmy,  and  under  the  limits  of  his  hahitii  and 
o])ptirtunitiea.  as  renowned  as  many  a  hero 
«ho»e  tianie  has  adonied  the  i»g(^H  of  works 
more  cclehnited  thim  legends  simple  as  oun 
can  ever  become. 

When  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  shore 
DMTsUyer  rote  in  the  canoe^  gave  three  ur  four 
Ti^rous  strokes  with  llm  paddle,  sufficient  of 
tbemselws  to  impel  the  t>ark  to  bind,  and  then 
quickly  laying  aside  the  instrument  of  labour, 
he  seised  that  of  war.  Ho  was  in  the  very  act 
ofiwsing  tlie  riHc,  when  a  sliarp  report  was 
foUowed  by  the  buzx  of  a  bullet  tliat  piused  so 
near  his  tMdy,  an  to  cause  him  invuhintarily  to 
slift.  The  next  instant,  Dcerslaycr  Blairgt^rcd, 
Md  fell  his  whole  length  in  the  bottom  of  the 
cuioe.  A  yell — it  came  from  a  single  voice — 
ifaUowed,  and  an  Indian  leaped  from  the  bushes 
bpou    the   ojicn   area  of    the  point  bounding 


184 


Tttt    DBEKSLATBR. 


towkitis  die  canoe.  This  was  the  moment  the 
Toung  man  desired.  He  rose  on  the  instant, 
and  lerell(»t  his  own  rifle  at  his  uncorcred  foe ; 
hut  his  linger  hcsitntvd  ahout  pulling  tlie  tri^ 
ger  on  one  wiiom  ha  hvlJ  nt  Kudi  a  disiulran- 
tBge.  This  little  delay,  probably,  saved  the  life 
of  the  Indian,  who  bounded  back  into  the 
oorer  as  swiftly  as  he  had  broken  out  of  it.  In 
the  meantime,  Deemlayer  had  been  swiAir  ap- 
proaching the  land,  and  hiit  own  canoe  remrlied 
the  point  just  as  his  enemy  dixnppeared.  As 
its  moTCments  had  not  been  directed,  it  touched 
the  shore  a  few  yards  from  the  other  boat ;  and 
though  the  rifie  of  his  foe  had  to  be  lotded, 
there  was  not  time  to  secure  his  prize,  and  to 
carry  it  beyond  danger,  before  he  would  be 
exposed  to  another  shot.  Under  the  cireunt- 
stances,  tlierefore,  he  did  not  pause  an  instant, 
but  dashed  into  the  woods  and  sought  a  cover. 
On  the  immediate  point  there  was  a  small 
open  area,  partly  in  native  grass,  and  partly 
beach,  hut  a  dense  fringe  of  bushes  lined  its 
upper  side.  Tliis  narrow  belt  of  dwarf  vege- 
tation passed,  one  issued  immcdintcly  into  the 
high  and  gloomy  vaults  of  tlic  forest.  I'hc  land 
was  tolerably  level  for  a  few  hundred  feet,  and 
tlien  it  rose  precipitously  in  a  mountain  side. 
The  trees  were  tall,  large,  uid  so  frue  from 


■dtr-bnuh,  that  thcj*  rcMmbled  vasteolumni, 
■riy  scattered,     upholding  a    dome  of 
■n>,    Altliongb   they  stood   tolerably  doae 
liEttkr,  for  their  ages  and  aiae,  the  eye  could 
ptnemte  to  conudentble  distance* ;  and  tmdiea 
oTinen,  rren,  ought  bare  engaged  beiieatli  liieir 
Wrcr  vritb  concert  and  inlelligeiice. 

Dcenlayer  knew  tlvat  his  adversary  must  be 
eciployed  in  re-loading,  ooless  he  bad  fled. 
Hie  fonncr  proved  to  be  the  'case,  for  the 
young  man  had  do  sooner  placed  himself  be- 
hind a  tree,  titan  be  caught  a  glimpse  of  dm 
aim  of  the  Indian,  his  body  being  concealed 
by  an  oak,  in  the  very  act  of  forcing  the 
lealbered  ballet  home.  Nothing  would  bare 
becD  cancr  than  to  spring  forward,  and  decide 
ibe  a&ir  by  a  dose  assault  on  hti  unprepared 
foe;  bat  every  feeling  of  Decndaycr  revolted 
at  audi  a  step,  although  his  own  life  bad  just 
been  attempted  from  a  cover.  He  was  yet 
unpractised  in  the  rutldcss  expedients  of  savage 
irariare,  of  whidi  he  knew  nothing  except  by 
tradition  and  theory,  and  it  struck  him  as  an 
un&r  advantage  to  assail  an  unarmed  foe. 
lit*  colour  had  heightened,  his  eye  frowned, 
his  lips  were  compressed,  and  all  his  encrgiea 
were  collected  and  ready ;  bat  instead  of  ad* 
Txndng  to  fir^   he  dropped  his  lifla  to  the 
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Qsual  position  of  a  »portsman  in  readiness  to 
catch  Ilia  aim,  aiid  muttered  to  Ium»eU',  un- 
conscious tliat  he  was  speaking — 

"No,  no — that  may  be  red-skin  war&ie, 
but  it's  not  a  ChriHtian's  pda.  l^el  the  mis- 
creant charge,  and  Uivn  wu'U  tak«  it  out  like 
men ;  for  the  canoe  be  nuul  not,  and  thall  not 
have.  No,  no ;  let  bim  have  time  to  load,  and 
God  will  take  care  of  the  right  1" 

All  this  time  the  Indian  Iiad  been  so  intent 
on  liis  uvm  movements,  that  he  was  even  ig- 
norant that  bis  enemy  was  in  the  wood.  His 
only  apprehension  was,  that  the  canoe  would 
be  recovered  and  carried  away,  before  lie  might 
be  in  readiness  to  prevent  it.  He  had  sought 
the  cover  froni  habit,  but  was  witliin  a  few 
feet  of  the  fringe  of  hushes,  and  could  be  at 
the  margin  of  the  forest,  in  readiness  to  fire, 
in  a  moment.  Tlie  distance  between  hitn  and 
his  enemy  was  about  lifly  yard.t,  and  the  trees 
were  so  arranged  by  nature  that  the  line  of 
sight  was  not  interrupted,  except  by  the 
particular  trees  behind  which  each  party 
stood. 

His  ritle  was  no  sooner  loaded,  than  the 
mviige  glanced  around  him,  and  advanced  in- 
caatiouxly  as  rc^rdcd  the  real,  but  stealthily 
M  rvapcetcd  tlic  fancied  position  of  his  enemj'j 
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^'&\uwts  hatijtxpamed.    Urn  Deenkfer 
■tqipei]  fimn  **T^T~^  his  own  cover,  and  hailed 

tiiin. 

"Tiia-^incff  led-slin;  Ito  »  way,  if  you're 

MinS  ftn-  me,"  he  called  oet.     "  I'm  yoims 

Bt  nr,  but  not  ao  yom^  aa  to  Maod  on  ao 

open  beach  to  be  shot  down  likt  ao  owl,  by 

flight.      It  icstx  OD  yoonelf  wbether  k*s 

peace,  or  war,  atween  ns ;    far  my  pfts  are 

white  gifts,  and  I'm  not  <Mie  €i  than  that  ttnnks 

it  Taliant  to  slay  hanun  mortals,  si^y,  in  the 

woods." 

The  aarage  was  a  good  deal  startled  by  this 
sodden  discorery  of  the  danger  he  ran.  He 
bad  ■  little  knowledge  of  English,  bowerer,  and 
caught  the  drift  of  the  other's  meaning.  He 
was  also  too  well  schooled  to  betray  alarm,  but, 
dropping  the  bott  of  his  rifle  to  the  earth,  with 
an  air  of  confidence,  he  made  a  gesture  of  lofty 
courtesy.  All  this  vas  done  with  the  case  and 
self-possession  of  one  accostomed  to  connder 
no  man  his  saperior.  Id  the  midst  ot  this  oon- 
sunmate  acting,  however,  the  volcano  that 
laged  within  caused  his  eyes  to  glare,  and  bis 
nostrils  to  dilate,  like  those  of  some  wild  beast 
diat  is  saddenly  prevented  from  taking  tbe 
&tal  leap. 

"Two  canoe,"    be  sud,  in  the  deep  girttuial 
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tones  of  htt  ncc,  holding  up  the  nonober  of, 
fingeni  he  mentioned,  by  vsj  of  prerentti 
mistalces ;  "  one  for  you— one  for  me." 

"  No,  no,  Mingo,  tliat  will  nerer  do.  Yo 
own  neither ;  and  neitlier  abatl  j-ou  bare, 
long  as  I  can  prevent  it.  I  know  it*i 
atwcen  your  people  and  mine,  but  that's  bo 
reason  why  human  mortals  should  slay  eu^ 
other,  like  savage  creator's  that  meet  in  tl» 
voods;  go  your  way,  then,  and  Icare  me  to 
go  mine.  The  world  is  Urge  enough  for  oi 
both ;  and  when  we  meet  furly  in  battlo,  whj 
the  Lord  will  order  the  fate  of  each  of  as."        f 

"  Good  1"  exclaimed  the  Indian ;  **  my 
brother  muiionary — great  talk ;  all  about  Ma- 
nitou." 

**  Xot  so — not  90,  warrior.  I'm  not  good 
enough  for  the  Moravians,  and  am  too  good 
for  most  of  tlie  other  ragahonds  that  preadi 
about  in  the  woods.  No,  no,  I'm  only  a  hunter, 
aa  yei,  though  afore  the  peace  is  made,  'lU  like 
enough  there'll  bo  occasion  to  strike  a  blow  at 
some  of  your  people.  Still,  I  wish  it  to  be 
done  in  fair  fight,  and  not  in  a  quarrel  about 
the  ownership  of  a  miserable  canoe."  ^| 

"  Good  !  My  brother  Tcry  young — but  be 
\-erywiae.  Little  warrior— great  lalker.  Chiefu 
sometimes,  in  coundL" 


TSI   DKKUl^TKa. 


**  I   lion't  Imow  tbia,  ttordo  1  ny  it,  IntEan," 

Ktan^ed  DecnUfcr,  coloariBg  *  btxle  at  the 

iU-concealcd  svc&sm  of  the  other'*  iBMifWff; 

^Ilookfbnrard  to  a  liic  in  the  woods,  and  I 

^■■■Tnope  it  maybeapcaoaUeooe.    Altroai^ 

■MB  nnt  go  on  the  war  path  when  tbrrc's 

Msnoo.    but  war    ian't   iwedfulljr   iiimiii  ii 

^  Mco  enoQgh  of  the  bft^  thi«  very  ni^l, 

bbovtbat  ProtideiMe  frowmon  it;  and  1 

Btr  mtile  rou  to  go  yoor  owa  way,  while  I  go 

BBoe  [  and  hope  that  we  nay  put  fti'ada.'* 

"  Good  1  My  brother  haa  two  scalp — grey 
bir  nnder  t'other.  Old  wiadoot — yoong 
tongue." 

Here  the  aarage  adrsnoed  with  eooSdeooe, 
bis  hand  extended,  his  &ce  mibig,  and  fab 
vfaole  beaiiag  denoting  amity  and  reipeet. 
Deenlayer  met  his  offered  friendship  in  a 
{■oper  spirit,  and  they  shook  hands  eocdiaBy, 
tmett  endesYouring  to  aasare  the  ocfaer  at  hb 
unechtT  and  desire  to  be  at  pcaee. 

**  All  have  bia  own,"  wd  the  Indian ;  "  my 
eanoe,  mine;  your  canoe,  yoor'o.  Go  look: 
if  yoor'n,  you  keep ;  if  mine,  1  keep." 

"  Tbatfs  just,  red-skill  ;  thoo^  you  mtut 
be  wrong  in  thinking  the  canoe  your  property. 
Howaerer,  seeiu'  is  bdievio',  and  we^  godowa 
the  shoce,  where  yon  may  look  wilb  yov 
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own  eyes ;  for  it's  likely  yoall  otgect  to  tnutia* 
altogether  to  mine." 

The  Indian  uttered  his  faronnte  eichmalion 
of  "  good  1"  and  then  they  walked  ude  by  tide, 
towards  the  shore.  There  was  no  appucat 
distrust  in  the  manner  of  ather,  the  IndaM 
moving  in  advance,  as  if  he  wished  to  ahow  bii 
companion  that  he  did  not  fear  tunuog  hia  h»ck 
to  him.  As  they  reached  the  open  groimd,  the 
former  pointed  towards  Deeislayer's  hoat,  and 
said  emphatJcally — 

"  No  mine — pale  face  canoe.  7Wf  red 
man's.  No  want  other  man's  canoe — want  hn 
own." 

"  You're  wrong,  red-skin,  you're  altogether 
wrong.  Tliis  canoe  was  left  in  old  Hutter*! 
keeping  and  is  his'n  according  to  all  law,  red 
or  white,  till  its  owner  conies  to  claim  it. 
Here's  the  seats  and  tlie  stitching  of  the  buk 
to  speak  for  themselves.  No  man  everknow'd 
an  Indian  to  turn  off  such  work.'' 

"  Good !  My  brother  little  old — big  wi»- 
dom.  Indian  no  make  him.  White  man'i 
work." 

"  I'm  glad  you  think  so,  for  holding  out  to 
the  contrary  might  have  made  ill  blood  atween 
us  J  every  one  having  a  right  to  take  possession 
of  his  own.     I'll  just  shove  the  canoe  out  of 
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Ttocli  of  dispute,  at  once,  as  the  qaickest  vny 
of  Httiing  difficulties.'' 

Willie  Dccrslayer  was  speaking,  he  put  a  foot 
■t  the  end  of  tfac  light  boat,  and  giving  a  ngo- 
rou  ahoTC,  he  sent  it  out  into  the  lake  a 
hmdred  feet  or  more,  where,  taking  the  true 
coirent,  it  would  neccssaril)'  float  past  the 
point,  Ktid  lie  in  no  further  danger  uf  coining 
aibore.  The  savage  started  at  tliis  rrady  and 
decided  e3t[M;<lient,  und  bi>  companion  saw  that 
be  cA.it  a  hurried  and  fierce  glance  at  his  own 
cnioe,  or  tliat  which  contained  the  paddles. 
The  ehuige  of  manner,  however,  was  liut  ino- 
tnentanf.  and  then  the  Iroquois  resumed  his 
•it  of  friendliness,  and  a  smile  of  satisfai^lion. 

"  Good !"  he  repeated,   with  stronger  em- 
pliasis  tlian  ever.    "  Young  head,  old   mind- 
Know  bow  to  Mttlc  quarrel.  Farewell,  brother. 
He  go  to  bouKc  in  water — muskrat  bouse— 
Indian  go  to  camp ;  tell  chiefs  no  find  canoe." 
Decrslajrer  was  not  NOrry  to  hear  tliia  pro- 
posal, for  be  felt  anxious  to  join  the  females, 
kskdbe  took  tlie  offered  hand  oftlie  Indian  very 
W^UUngly.    The  parting  wordH  were   friendly; 
ftzvd,  while  tbe  red  man  walked  calmly  towards 
the  vood,  with  the  ride  in  the  hollow  of  bis 
*XVL,  witbout  onoG  looking  back  in  uneasiness 
■lltiustt  the  white  man  moved  towards  tbe 
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remaining  canoc^  carrying  his  {HCoe  in  Uie 
snmc  pacific  manner,  it  is  true,  but  keeping  iiis 
eyes  TostttDed  on  tlie  movements  of  tl>e  other. 
lliis  distrust,  however,  seemed  to  be  altogether 
uncalled  fur,  ntid,  as  if  ashamed  to  have  eitter> 
tiiined  it,  the  young  man  averted  his  look,  and 
st«[>])ed  carelessly  up  to  his  boat.  Here  he 
bega»  to  push  the  canoe  from  the  shore,  and 
to  make  his  other  preparations  for  departing. 
He  might  have  been  thus  emploj'ed  a  minute, 
when,  liappeniiig  to  turn  his  face  towards  the 
land,  his  quick  and  certain  eye  told  him,  at  a 
glance,  the  imminent  jeopardy  in  which  his  life 
was  placed.  The  bhick,  ferocious  eyes  of  the 
sar^  were  glancing  on  him,  Ukc  those  of  the 
crouching  tiger,  through  a  small  opening  in 
the  hushes,  and  the  muzzle  of  his  rifle  seemed 
already  to  be  opening  in  a  line  with  his  o 
body. 

Then,  indeed,  the  long  practice  of  Deer' 
slayer,  as  a  hunter,  did  him  good  service- 
Accustomed  to  6rc  with  tlic  deer  on  the  bound, 
and  ol^u  when  the  precise  position  of  the 
animal's  l>ody  had  in  a  manner  to  be  guessed 
at,  he  used  the  same  expedients  here.  To  cock 
and  poise  liis  rifle  were  tlie  acts  of  r  sin|^e 
moment,  and  a  single  motion ;  then,  aiming 
ahuost   witliout  si^h^g,    he  find  into   the 
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bushes  vhere  he  knew  a  body  ought  to  be,  in 
order  to  snstun  the  sppalling  counteiumoe, 
which  alone  was  visible.  There  was  not  time 
to  raise  the  piece  any  higher,  or  to  take  a  mme 
deliberate  um.  So  rapid  were  his  morementa, 
that  both  parties  discharged  thdr  pieces  at  the 
same  instant,  the  concussions  mingling  in  one 
report,  llie  mountains,  indeed,  gave  back  but 
a  single  echo.  Deerslayer  dropped  his  piece, 
and  stood,  with  head  erect,  steady  as  one  of 
the  pines  in  the  calm  of  a  June  morning, 
watching  the  result;  while  the  savage  gave  the 
yell  that  has  become  historical  for  its  appalling 
influence,  leaped  through  the  hushes,  and  came 
bounding  across  the  open  ground,  flourishing  a 
tomahawk.  Still  Deerslayer  moved  not,  but 
stood  with  his  unloaded  rifle  fallen  ngfunst  his 
shoulders,  while,  with  a  hunter's  habits,  his 
hands  were  mechanically  feeling  for  the  powder 
horn  and  cbaiger.  When  about  forty  feet  from 
his  enemy,  the  savage  hurled  his  keen  weapon ; 
but  it  was  with  an  eye  so  vacant,  and  a  hand 
so  unsteady  and  feeble,  that  the  young  man 
caught  it  by  the  handle,  as  it  was  flying 
past  him.  At  that  instant,  the  Indian 
staggered  and  fell  his  whole  length  on  the 
ground. 

"  I   know'd   it — 1   know'd    it !"    exclaimed 
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Decrs1ay«r,  who  was  already  preparing  to  force 
a  fresh  bullet  into  his  rifle ;  "  I  ktiow'd  it  must 
c»me  to  this,  as  soon  as  I  had  got  the  range 
from  the  crcntur^H  eyes.  A  mait  eights  sud- 
denly,  and  fires  quick,  when  his  onn  life's  in 
danger;  y«s,  I  knonr'd  it  would  come  to  tJiis. 
I  was  about  tlie  hundredth  part  of  a  second 
too  quick  for  him,  or  it  might  ha%*e  been  bail 
for  me !  Tlie  riptyle's  bullet  has  just  graied 
my  side — but,  say  what  you  will,  for  or  og'iD 
'em,  a  red  skin  in  by  no  means  as  sartain  with 
powder  and  ball  as  a  white  man.  Their  gifts 
don't  seem  to  lie  thitt<n>way.  Even  Chin- 
gadigook,  great  as  he  is  in  other  matters,  isn't 
downright  deadly  witli  the  rifle." 

By  this  titufl  the  piece  was  reloaded,  and 
Dcerstayer,  after  tossing  the  tomshan-k  into 
the  canoe,  advanced  to  his  ^'icti^l,  and  stood 
over  hini,  leaning  on  his  ritle,  in  melancholy 
attention.  It  was  the  first  instance  in  which 
he  had  seen  a  man  fall  in  battle — it  was  the 
6rst  fellow  creature  against  whom  he  had  erer 
seriously  raised  bis  own  hantt.  Hic  sensations 
wen:  nuvcl ;  and  rcgrvt,  willi  the  freshness  of 
our  better  feelings,  mingled  with  his  tnumph. 
The  Indian  was  not  dead,  though  shot  direetly 
through  tbc  body.  He  biy  on  hiK  back  mo- 
tionless^ but  his  eyes,  now  full  of  consciousness. 
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vstcbed  each  action  of  his  victor — as  the  fallen 
bird  regards  the  fowler — ^jealous  of  every  move- 
ment. The  man  probably  expected  the  &tal 
blow,  which  waa  to  precede  the  loss  of  his 
scalp;  or,  perhaps,  he  anticipated  that  this 
latter  act  of  croeltjr  would  precede  his  death. 
Deenlayer  read  bis  thoughts ;  and  he  found  a 
melancholy  sstds&ction  in  relieving  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  helpless  savage. 

"  No,  no,  red-skin,"  he  said  j  "  you  *ve 
nothing  more  to  fear  from  me.  I  am  of  a 
Christian  stock,  and  scalping  is  not  of  my 
gifts.  I  '11  just  make  sartain  of  your  riRe,  and 
then  come  back  and  do  you  what  sarvice  1 
can.  ThoDgh  here  I  can't  stay  much  longer, 
as  the  crack  of  three  rifles  will  be  apt  to  bring 
some  of  your  devils  down  upon  me." 

The  close  of  this  was  said  in  a  sort  of  a 
soliloquy,  as  the  young  man  went  in  quest  of 
the  fallen  rifle.  The  piece  was  found  where  its 
owner  bad  dropped  it,  and  was  immediately 
put  into  the  canoe.  Laying  his  own  rifle  at 
its  side,  Deerslayer  then  returned  and  stood 
over  the  Indian  again. 

"  .\tl  inmity  atween  you  and  me  's  at  an  ind, 
red-skin,"  he  said ;  "  and  you  may  set  your 
heart  at  rest  on  the  score  of  the  scalp,  or  any 
further  injury.     My  gifts  are  white,  as  I  've 
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told  you ;  and  I  hope  my  conduct  wiU  be  white 
also  !" 

Could  looks  have  conveyed  nil  they  meant, 
it  is  jirnlwhie  Deentlayer's  iniiorent  ranitj,  on 
the  Kuhject  of  colour,  would  have  heen  rebuked 
»  little;  but  he  ooniprehendcd  the  gratitude 
that  n-iut  ex))reji)(ed  in  the  eyes  of  tlie  dying 
Mii'age>  without  in  the  ienst  detecting  the  hitter 
taroasm  thnt  struggled  with  the  better  feeling. 

**  Water  1"  ejaculated  the  thirsty  and  un- 
fortunate creature ;  "  give  poor  Indian  water  !*' 

"  Ay,  water  you  shall  have,  if  you  drink  the 
lake  dry.  1 'II  just  carry  you  down  to  it,  tliat 
you  moy  take  your  fill.  Tliis  is  tlie  way,  tliey 
tell  me,  witli  all  wounded  people— water  ts 
their  greatest  comfort  and  delight." 

So  Raying,  DeerslKyer  raUed  tlie  Indian  in 
his  arms,  and  carried  him  to  tlie  lake.  Here 
lie  first  helped  him  to  lake  an  attitude  in  which 
Ite  could  appease  his  burning  thirst ;  nAer 
whidi  he  seated  himself  on  a  stone,  and  took 
the  head  of  his  wounded  adversary  in  his  own 
lap,  and  endeavoured  to  soothe  his  anguish,  in 
the  best  manner  he  could. 

"  It  would  be  sinful  in  me  to  tell  you  your 
time  hadn't  come,  wanior,''  he  commenced, 
*'  and  therefore,  I'll  not  say  it.  You  've  itassed 
the  middle  age  already,  and,  cunsiderin'  the 
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sort  of  livc«  yc  lead,  your  days  have  been  pretty 
irell  tilled.  The  [nincipal  thing,  now,  ia  to 
look  fonraM  to  what  comes  next.  Neitlier 
red-skin  nor  pale-Tace,  on  the  whole,  ealculatot 
macb  on  sicepin'  for  ever;  but  hutli  expect  to 
live  in  another  world.  Each  has  bis  gifbi,  and 
wilt  be  judj^  by  'em,  and,  I  suppose,  you  've 
thought  these  matters  over  enough,  not  to 
stand  in  need  of  sannons,  when  the  trial  comes. 
Too  11  find  your  happy  hunting-grounds  if 
you're  b«scn  a  juat  Indian }  if  an  unjust,  yoall 
meet  your  dcsarts  in  another  war.  I  've  my 
own  idces  about  these  things ;  but  you  're  too 
old  and  cxper'enccd  to  neiMl  any  explanations 
from  one  as  young  as  I." 

"  Good  !"  ejaculated  the  Indian,  whose  roioe 
retained  its  depth  even  as  life  ebbed  away; 
"  you»g  head — old  wisdom  !" 

"  It  's  HomctinieB  a  consolation,  when  the 

ind  comes,  to  know  that  them  we  've  harmed, 

or  trUd  to  harm,  forgive  us.     I  suppose  natur' 

■ecks  tliis  rchcf  by  way  of  getting  a  pardon  on 

'arth?   as   wc   never   can    know  whether   He 

pardons,  who  is  all  in  all,  till  judgmi-nt  itself 

oomes.  It'H  toothing  to  know  that  nmy  pardon, 

H     St  such  times;  and  that   1  conclude,  is  tlie 

^1     secret.     Xow,  m»  for  myself,  I   overlook  sdto- 

^1     geUier  your  designs  ag'tn  my  life;  first,  because 
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no  h«nn  came  of  'em ;  next,  because  il^i 
your  gifts,  and  natur'  and  trainia',  and  I  ought 
not  to  have  trusted  you  at  all ;  and  tinally  and 
chiefly,  because  I  can  bear  no ill-uill  to  a  dying 
msn>  whether  heathen  or  Christian.  So  pot 
your  heart  at  ca»e,  so  far  aa  I'm  oonsamcd ; 
you  know  best  what  other  Inattl^^l  ought  to 
truuble  you,  or  what  ought  to  giTc  you  satis- 
faction, in  so  tr)-ing  a  mumeiit." 

It  is  probable  that  the  Indian  had  sonic  of 
the  fearful  glimpses  of  the  unknown  state  of 
being  which  God,  in  mercy,  seems,  at  times,  to 
afford  to  all  the  human  noe ;  but  they  were 
necessarily  in  conformity  with  his  liabils  and 
prejudices.  Like  most  of  his  people,  and  like 
too  many  of  our  own,  he  thought  more  of  dying 
in  a  way  to  gniti  ajiplause  among  tliotte  he  Idt, 
than  to  secure  a  better  slate  of  existence  hexe- 
after.  Wliilc  Deerslayer  was  speaking,  hb 
mind  was  a  little  bewildered,  Uiuugh  he  felt 
that  tliu  intention  waH  good ;  and  when  he  had 
done,  a  regret  passed  over  hia  spirit  tliat  none 
ofliisown  tribe  wi^re  present  to  witness  his 
Ktoicism,  under  extreme  bodily  suffering,  and 
the  firmness  with  which  he  met  hia  end.  With 
the  high  innate  courtesy  tliat  so  ofUn  diatin- 
guishes  the  Indian  narrior,  before  he  becuines 
corrupted   by  too  much  intercourse  with  tlie 
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mt  dMi  of  the 'wliitB  men,  he  endeimniKd 
to  apnm  his  (hankfulnesB  for  the  otber'i 
good  inteoticnu,  end  to  let  him  understand 
Ibtthey  were  eppreciBted. 

"Good!"   he  repeeted,    for  this    was  in 

&^ish  word  moch  used  by  the  aavBges — 

"good — ^yoanj;  head;  young  heart,  too.     Old 

heart  tough ;  no  shed  tear.    Hear  Indian  when 

he  die,  and  no  want  to  lie— what  he  call  him  7" 

"  Deeralayer  is  the  name  I  bear  now,  though 

die  Delawarea  hare  aaid  that  when  I  get  back 

fiom  tiiia  war-path  I  ahall  have  a  more  manly 

titl^  provided  I  can  'am  one." 

"  That  good  name  for  boy — poor  name  for 
warrior.  He  get  better  quick.  No  fear  iker^' 
~-the  savage  had  strength  sufficient  under  the 
atroi^  excitement  he  felt,  to  raise  a  hand  and 
tap  the  young  man  on  his  breast — "  eye  sartun 
— finger  lightning — um,  death — great  wanior, 
•oon.  No  Deerslayer — Hawkeye — Hawkeye 
— Hawkeye.     Shake  hand." 

J>eeTBlayer  —  or  Hawkeye,  as  the  youth 
was  then  first  named,  for  in  after  years  he  bore 
the  appellation  throughout  all  that  region — 
Deerslayer  took  the  hand  of  the  savage,  whose 
last  breath  was  drawn  in  that  attitude,  gaung 
in  admiration  at  the  countenance  of  a  stranger, 
wbo  had   shown  so  much  readiness,  skill  and 
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finnncss,  in  a  scene  that  was  equally  trj-iiig  and 
DOreL  When  the  rc«dor  remem)>crs  it  is  the 
highest  gratification  an  Indian  can  roccive  to 
•DO  his  enemy  betray  wealcnca>,  he  mil  be 
hett«r  able  to  appreciate  the  conduct  which 
had  extorted  mi  great  a  concession  at  such  a 
moment. 

"  His  spirit  has  fled  1"  said  Deerslayer,  in  a 
suppressed,  melanclioly  roioe.  "  Ah's  mc  I — 
Well,  to  this  we  most  all  come,  Kooner  or 
Uter ;  and  he  is  happiciit,  let  hiii  skin  he  of  whnt 
colour  it  may,  who  is  best  fitted  to  meet  it. 
Here  lies  the  body  of,  no  doubt,  a  brave  war- 
rior, and  the  soul  is  already  fiying  towards  its 
bearcn,  or  hell,  whctlier  that  be  a  happy  hunt- 
ing-ground, a  place  sciint  of  game ;  regions  of 
glory,  according  to  Moravian  doctrine,  or  flames 
of  Are  !  So  it  happens,  too,  as  regards  other 
matters!  Ilvrc  hove  old  lluttcr,  and  Hurry 
Harry  got  tlK-mHolves  into  difficulty,  if  they 
linvn't  got  themselves  into  torment  and  death, 
and  all  for  a  bounty  tliat  luck  ofTers  to  me  in 
what  many  would  think  a  lawful  and  suitable 
manner.  Hut  not  a  farthing  of  such  money 
sliall  cross  my  hand.  White  I  was  bom,  and 
white  will  I  die;  clinging  to  colour  to  the  last, 
even  lliough  the  King's  Majesty,  his  governors, 
and  all  his  councils,  both  at  home  and  in  tlie 
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Colonics,   forget  fiom  whnt  Ibey  ootne,   mad 
where  they  hope  tu   go,  and  all   for  ■  UtUe 
advantage  in  warfare.     No,  no — vnrnor ;  luuul 
of  mine  sliall  never  molest  jrour  walp,  and  to 
your  soul  may  rest  in  peace  on  tbc  p*int  of 
mlcing  a  decent  appearance,  when  the  body 
eooes  to  join  it,  in  your  own  land  of  Bpirito." 
Deeralaj-er  arose  as  soon  aa  he  bad  spoken. 
Then  be  j^aoed  the  body  of  the  dead  ttkan  in 
a   aittinf;  poetore,  witb  its  back  against  the 
little  rock,  taking  the  necessary  care  to  pre- 
nnt  it  from  fiUiii^,  or  in  any  way  settling  into 
on  attitude  that  miglit  be  thoogfat  unseemly  by 
the  ficnsitJTC,  though  wild  notions  of  a  sange. 
When  this  duty  was  performed,  the  young  inan 
stood  looking  at  the  grim  countenance  of  his 
fidlen  foe  in  a  sort  of  melancholy  abstraction. 
As  was  his  practii-e,  however,  a  habit  guned  by 
firing  M>  mncb  alone  in  the  tbrcat,  ho  then 
began  again  to  ^tc  utterance  to  his  thoughts 
and  feelings  olcmd. 

"  I  didn't  wish  your  life,  red-skin,"  he  said, 
"  but  you  left  mc  no  choice  otween  killing,  or 
being  killed.  Each  parly  acted  according  to  hb 
gifta,  I  suppose,  and  bUroe  can  light  on  neither. 
Von  were  treacherous,  accordin'  to  your  naiur* 
in  war,  and  I  waa  a  tittle  orcnightfol,  as  I'm 
apt  to  bo  in  tmscing  others.     Well,  tlus  is  my 

x3 


202 


TUB    DBBRSI.AVER. 


first  battle  willi  n  humun  mortal,  ttiough  W* 
not  like]y  to  lie  tlie  luHt.  I  have  fou't  most  of 
tlie  creatur's  of  tlie  forest,  such  as  hcnn,  vrotves, 
painters  and  cntacnutinbt,  but  tliis  is  the  b^iH 
ning  with  the  red-skinB.  If  I  was  Indian  boni, 
now,  I  might  t«ll  of  this,  or  carry  in  the  scalp> 
and  boast  of  the  expl'ite  afiire  the  wliule  tribe  t 
or,  if  my  iniiny  had  only  becii  eren  a  bear, 
't  would  have  been  nat'ral  and  proper  to  let 
every  body  know  what  liad  happened ;  bat 
I  don't  well  see  how  I'm  to  let  eren  Chin- 
gachgook  into  this  secret,  so  lonj;  as  it  can  be 
done  only  by  boasting  with  a  wltite  tongue. 
And  why  should  I  wish  to  boaat  of  it,  niter 
all  i  It's  slaying  a  human,  althuugb  he  was  a 
Mvage;  uid  how  do  I  know  thnt  he  was  a  just 
Indian  ;  and  that  ho  htts  not  been  taken  away 
suddenly  to  any  thing  but  happy  hunting- 
grounds.  When  it's  onsartain  whether  good 
or  evil  has  been  done,  the  wisest  way  is  not  to 
be  boastful — stilt,  I  thould  like  Cliingacbj^ok 
to  know  tliat  I  haven't  diaeredited  the  Dola- 
u-nres,  or  my  trainitig  1" 

Part  of  this  was  uttered  aloud,  while  part 
wiia  merely  muttered  between  the  speaker's 
teeth ;  his  mora  confident  opinions  enjoying 
the  6rst  advantage,  while  his  doubts  were 
expressed  in  the  latter  mood.     Soliloquy  sod 
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nRtctirm  receiTec]  a  startliRginlcmiption,  liow- 
ercr,  by  the  sudden  a))))earance  of  a  Hecon<i 
Indian  on  th«  lake  shore,  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  point.  This  man,  evideutty  nnotlier 
H»at,  who  liad  probably  been  drawn  to  the 
place  by  the  reports  of  the  fi&eft,  broke  out  of 
tbo  forest  with  so  ItttJo  caution,  that  Deerslnycr 
MOght  B  ricw  of  his  person  l>efore  he  was 
himiGlf  discovered.  When  the  latter  event 
did  occur,  as  was  the  co&c  a  nionteat  later, 
the  aaroge  gRV«  «  loud  yell,  which  was  an- 
swered by  a  dozen  voices  from  different  parts 
of  the  tnountaiu-side.  'Iliere  wa.i  no  longer 
any  time  for  delay,  and  in  anotlicr  minute 
tiie  boat  was  quitting  the  shore  under  long 
and  steady  sweeps  of  the  paddle. 

As  soon  as  Deerslayer  believed  himself  to 
bo  at  a  safe  distance,  he  ceased  his  efforts, 
pcimittiDg  the  Uttle  bark  to  drift,  while  he 
leisurely  took  a  survey  of  the  state  of  things. 
The  canoe  6nt  xfnt  adrift  was  iloatinj;  before 
the  air,  <)uitc  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  him,  and 
a  Bttle  nearer  to  the  shore  than  he  wished, 
now  that  he  knew  more  of  the  savages  were 
near  at  hand.  The  canoe  shoved  from  tlic  point 
VBs  within  a  few  yards  of  him,  he  having 
directed  his  own  coarse  towards  it  on  quitting 
the  land.    The  dead  Indian  lay  in  grim  quiet 
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where  he  had  Irft  him,  tlie  warrior  who  had 
uliovm  himself  from  the  forest  had  iilready 
Tunishe^,  and  tlic  woods  thcmselvea  where  as 
ailent,  and  seemingly  ns  dexcrted,  as  the  dajr 
they  came  fre-th  frum  tlie  lianda  of  their  great 
Creator.  Tins  profound  stillneux,  however, 
lasted  hut  a  moment.  When  ^me  had  been 
given  to  the  scouta  of  the  enemy  to  leoonnoitre, 
they  hurst  out  of  tlic  thicket  upon  tlie  naked 
point,  tilling  t)ie  air  with  yells  of  fury,  at  di»- 
ooveritig  the  death  of  ttieir  oompanion.  These 
cries  were  immediately  succeeded  by  shouts  of 
delight,  when  tlicy  reached  tiie  body,  aiid 
clustered  eiigerly  around  it.  Deerslayer  was  a 
sufficient  adept  in  the  usages  of  the  natives, 
to  understaitd  the  reason  of  the  change,  lite 
yell  was  the  cuMtomary  lamentation  at  the  loss 
of  a  warrior,  the  shout  a  nign  of  rejoieing 
that  tlie  conqueror  had  nut  heen  able  to  secure 
the  scalp;  the  trophy,  without  which  a  vic- 
tory was  never  considered  complete.  The 
distance  nt  which  tlie  canoes  lay,  prohahly 
lirevented  any  attempts  to  injure  the  conqueror, 
the  American  Indian,  liln;  the  panther,  of  his 
own  woods,  seldom  making  any  cflbrt  a^tnst 
]iis  foe,  unless  tolerahly  certain  it  is  under  cir- 
cumstances tliat  may  be  exjiected  to  prove 
effect  ire. 
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As  Uie  young  n>un  Iiad  ng  tuneer  nny  nioUve 
to  retaun  near  the  point,  lie  prepared  to  collect 
hit  cunoes  in  order  to  tow  dieni  off  to  the 
astle.  That  nearest  wii*  •oon  in  tow,  when 
be  proceeded  inquest  of  the  other,  whirl)  was, 
■11  thiB  tJRie,  floating  up  the  lake.  'Dk-  eye  of 
Deerslayer  was  no  sooner  faslenod  on  this  last 
boat,  than  it  atntck  him  that  it  was  nearer  to 
tlte  shore  tlian  it  would  hsve  been,  had  it 
merely  followed  the  course  of  the  gentle  current 
of  air.  Ue  be^n  to  suspect  the  intluencc  of 
some  unseen  current  in  the  water,  and  he 
quickened  his  exertions,  in  order  to  regain  pos- 
Mssion  of  it  before  it  could  drift  into  a  <langer- 
ous  proximity  to  the  woods.  On  getting  nearer, 
he  thought  tliat  the  canoe  had  a  perceptihle 
iDDtioii  tJirougb  the  water,  and,  as  it  lay  broad- 
aide  to  the  air,  that  this  motion  was  taking  it 
tuwardii  the  land.  A  few  vigorous  strokes  of 
tlie  paddle  carried  biin  still  nearer,  when  the 
myatcry  was  explained.  $umelhing  was 
evidently  in  motion  on  the  oir-si<ie  of  llie  canoe, 
»r  that  which  was  furthest  from  himself,  and 
closer  scrutiny  showed  that  it  was  a  naked 
human  ann.  An  Indian  was  lyin^  in  the 
bottom  of  the  canoe,  and  was  prujtc^lting  it 
■lowly,  but  certainty,  to  the  shore,  using  his 
hand  aa  a  paddle.    Dcerslayei  understood  the 
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wliole  artifice  at  a  glance.  A  sarsfrehad  iwum 
otf  tu  tlie  bunt  u-hilc  lie  was  occupied  with  hw 
enemy  on  tlie  point,  got  possession,  and  was 
using  ttieMe  means  to  urge  it  to  ttic  shore. 

Satisfied  tliat  the  man  in  the  cnnoc  could  hare 
no  arms,  DeersUyer  did  not  hesitate  to  dnsii 
close  alongside  of  the  retiring  heat,  without 
deeming  it  neceKsary  to  raise  liis  ovm  rifle.  As 
soon  as  the  wanli  of  the  witter,  which  liv  made 
in  approaching,  hecame  audible  to  the  prostntc 
savage,  the  latter  sprang  to  his  feet,  and  uttered 
an  exclainatioii  that  prored  how  eoinjiletely  be 
was  taken  by  suqirise. 

"  If  you've  cnj'ycd  yourself  enough  iti  that 
canoe,  red-skin,"  Dccrslaycr  coolly  observed, 
stopping  his  own  career  in  sufficient  time  to 
prerent  an  absolute  collision  between  the  two 
boats—"  if  you've  enj'yed  yourself  enough  in 
that  canoe,  you'll  do  a  prudent  act  by  lakino 
to  the  lake  ag'in.  I'm  reasonable  in  t]i«»e 
matters,  and  don't  crave  your  bluod,  though 
there's  them  about  that  would  look  upon  you 
tnore  as  a  due-bill  for  the  bounty,  than  a  liuntan 
mortal.  Take  to  the  lake,  this  minute,  afore 
we  get  to  hot  words." 

The  savage  was  one  of  those  who  did  not 
understand  a  word  of  English,  and  he  was  in- 
debted to  the  gestures  of  Deeralayer,  and  to  the 
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apnmoo  of  an  efe  that  did  not  uften  deceive, 

fans  impeifect  comprehension  of  hi>  meaning. 

Ibbqn,  too,  the  nght  of  the  rifle  that  Uj  m 

atu  the  hand  of  the  white  man  quickened  tut 

dcosoo.    At  all  erenta,  be  crouched  like  a 

6ga  about  to  take  hia  le^f,  uttered  a  yell,  and 

tte  next  instant  bia  naked  bod  J  had  diaaiqieaicd 

^  the  water.    When  he  roae  to  take  breath,  it 

%ai  at  the  distance  of  aevenl  yards  from  the 

CMoe,  and  the  baaty  g^aooe  be  threw  b^ind 

iaa,  denoted  how  much  be  feared  the  arrival 

«f  a  &tal  messenger  from  the  rifie  of  bis  foe. 

But  the  young  man  made  no  iodicatkni  uf  any 

hostile  intention.      Deliberately  wcurijti;  the 

esoae  to  the  other,  be  )>e^sD  tu  paddk  frvaa 

the  shore ;  and  by  the  tiioe  the  Indiui  reacbed 

the  land,  and  had  sLftkn  Limtelf,  iike  a  q*- 

uri  oo  quittii^  tfae  vxter,  his  irt^dvi  Cbemy 

«ns  abody  beyund  rifle- uxit,  ou  his  wkt  V* 

fte  casde.      As  was    vj  mach  J:»    jAwxifle, 

Deer^layer  t&d  if  A  fkij  to  soiik/quiiA  -jn  wukt 

iad  just  occurred  wllie  suadiir  purkUij:!;  bi» 

eoiirse  towards  tlic  yj^t  vi  i^aearjiajjii. 

hare  l>t*i  wratr  to  idii  «  ti^mt-j  iri'jrti.  wxtit- 
«it  am  o't'^eO.  Sc^pt  iff*  'jc  ui^  vj«-juia  wfiiii 
me.  saiC  tit  n  swets,  eac  tnir*-t  nyJ  '■v  '>*  WMai 
kiy  by  ii«si  ooa  iairt:  wuat  ^iu.   Xw 
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savage  was  a  Mingo,  it's  true;  and  I  m«ke  no 
doubt  he  is,  and  will  be.  as  lung  as  he  lives,  s 
ra'al  riptirle  and  vagabond ;  but  that's  no  reason 
1  should  fbrg>ct  my  gifts,  and  colour.  No,  no, 
let.  him  go;  if  cvor  wo  meet  ag'in,  rifle  in  hand, 
wily  then  't  will  he  seen  which  Itns  the  stoutett 
heart  and  the  quickest  eye. — Hnwkeye  !  Tliat'i 
not  a  had  name  for  a  warrior,  sounding  mucli 
more  manful  and  valiant  than  I>eeni layer, 
"r  wouldn't  be  a  had  title  to  be^n  with  and 
it  has  been  fairly  'nmcd.  If  't  was  Cbingach- 
goolc,  now,  he  might  go  home  and  boost  of  his 
deeds,  and  tbc  chief  would  name  him  Hawkeye 
in  a  minute ;  but  it  don't  become  white  blood 
to  brag,  and  't  isn't  easy  to  sec  how  the  matter 
can  be  known,  unless  I  do.  Well,  well— cvm 
thing  is  in  the  hands  of  Providence;  this  afiair 
as  well  as  another ;  I'll  trust  to  tliat  for  getting 
my  dcsarts  in  all  things." 

Having  tlius  betrayed  what  might  be  termi 
bis  weak  spot,  the  young  man  continued  to 
paddle  in  silence,  makinc;  his  way  diligently, 
and  as  fast  b5  hiit  tows  would  allow  liim,  towards 
the  castle.  By  this  time  the  tun  bad  not  only 
rliten,  but  it  had  apjieared  over  the  i-ostcni 
mountains,  and  was  aliedding  a  Hood  of  glorious 
light  on  this,  as  yet,  unchristeiied  sheet  nf 
vater.     The   whole  scene    was  radiant   with 
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beauty;  and  no  one  unaccustomed  to  the  ordi- 
nary hiatory  of  the  woods,  would  fancy  it  had 
M  lately  witnessed  tncidcnta  so  ruttik-sa  and 
barbarous.  As  he  approached  tlie  building  of 
old  Iluttcr.  Dccrslaycr  thought,  or  lather/eU, 
that  its  appearance  was  in  singular  harmony 
wiUi  all  tlie  rest  of  tlic  scene.  Altliough 
nothing  Iind  liecn  consulted  but  strength  and 
security,  the  rude  nuustve  logs,  coveted  with 
their  rough  barb,  the  projecting  roof,  and  the 
form,  would  contribute  to  render  the  building 
pacturesqae  in  almost  any  situation,  while  its 
actual  position  added  noirelty  and  piquancy  to 
iu  other  points  of  interest. 

When  Deerslayer  drew  nearer  to  the  castJe, 

lunrerer,  objects  of  interest  presented  tliem- 

lelTes,  that  at  once  eclipsed  any  beauties  that 

BUgbt  hare  distinguished  the  scenery   of  the 

lake,  and  tlie  site  of  the  singular  edifice.  Judith 

aod  Hetty  stood  on  the  platform,  before  the 

door,  Hurry's  door-yard,  awaiting  Ins  approach 

villi  ounifest  anxiety ;  tlie  former,  from  time 

to  liiQe  taking  a  survey  of  )iis  person  and  of 

"X)  canoes   through  the  old   ship's  spy-glass 

"^t  has  been  already  mentioned.     Never  pro- 

"">iy  did  Ihts  girl  seem  more  brilliantly  bcau- 

^W  thai)  at  that  moment ;  tlic  flush  of  anxii-ty 

^^  aknn  increoxing  her  colour  to  ita  riclicst 
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tints,  while  the  softness  of  her  eyea>  a  cbarm 
that  even  poor  Hetty  shared  with  her,  was 
deepened  by  intense  concern.  Such,  at  leasts 
without  pausing,  or  pretending  to  analyze  mo- 
tives, or  to  draw  any  other  very  nice  distinctions 
between  cause  and  effect,  were  the  opinions  of 
the  young  man  as  his  canoe  reached  the  nde 
of  the  ark,  where  he  carefully  fastened  all 
three,  before  he  put  his  foot  on  the  plaU 
form. 
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Nbithbb  of  the  pd»  Bpf^ct,  u  DeenUycr 
■tood  befsre  tbem  skine,  his  coaatraunoe 
betnyiDg  &D  the  apprehensioa  he  felt  od 
account  of  the  tiro  absent  memben  of  thdr 
pHty. 

** Father!"  Jadith  at  length  exclaimed,  soc- 
ceeifing  in  uttering  the  word,  as  it  might  be^ 
hy  a  desperate  effort. 

"  He's  met  vith  misfoTtime,  and  there's  no 
use  in  concealing  it,"  answered  Deerslayer,  in 
liis  direct  and  nmple-minded  manner.  "  He 
and  Horry  are  in  Mingo  hands,  and  Heaven 
only  knows  what's  to  be  the  tarmination.  I've 
got  the  canoea  safe,  and  thsfs  a  consolation, 
nnce  the  vagabonds  will  have  to  swim  for  it, 
or  raft  ofi^  to  come  near  this  place.  At 
■onset  well  be  reinforced  by  Chingachgook,  if 
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I  cau  manage  to  get  him  into  a  canoe ;  and 
then,  I  think,  we  two  can  answer  for  the  nk 
and  the  castle,  'till  some  of  the  offioera  in  die 
garrisons  hear  of  this  war-path,  vhich  sooner 
or  later  must  be  the  case,  when  we  may  look 
for  sacconr  from  that  quarter,  if  from  no 
other.'* 

"  The  officers  !"  exclaimed  Judith,  imp^ 
tiently,  her  colour  deepening,  and  her  eye 
expressing  a  lively  but  passing  emotioB. 
"  Who  thinks  or  speaks  of  the  heartless  gal- 
lants, now  ?  We  are  sufficient  of  ourselves  to 
defend  the  castle ; — but  what  of  my  &ther,  and 
of  poor  Hurry  Harry  ?" 

""ns  natural  you  should  feel  this  consam 
for  your  own  parent,  Judith,  and  I  suppose  it's 
equally  so  that  you  should  feel  it  for  Horry 
Harry,  too." 

Deerslarer  then  commenced  a  succinct  but 
clear  narrative  of  all  that  occurred  during  the 
night,  in  no  manner  concealing  what  bad 
befallen  his  two  companions,  or  his  own 
opinion  of  what  might  prove  to  be  the  cons^ 
quences.  The  girls'  listened  with  profonnd 
attention,  but  neither  betrayed  that  feminine 
apprehension  and  concern  which  would  have 
followed  such  a  communication  when  made  to 
those  who  were  less  accustomed  to  the  haaardi 
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md  acodenU  of  »  ftoDtier  life.  To  the  sor- 
pnse  of  Deerdayer,  Judith  seemed  the  mo«t 
distressed ;  Hetty  fistening  e^erly,  but  appcsr- 
ing  to  brood  oxer  the  &cti  in  mduxiiolT 
sflence,  lather  than  betraying  my  outwani 
signs  of  feeling.  The  fonner's  aEituk.«  the 
young  man  did  not  faS  to  aCtribnte  to  ttc 
interest  she  felt  in  Hnrrr,  quite  as  much  as  to 
her  filial  lore,  while  Hetty's  afqnmit  indtf^ 
fefence  was  ascribed  to  that  mental  daricDeas 
which,  in  a  measure,  obscured  her  intellect, 
■nd  which  possibly  prerented  her  ^m  fore- 
seeing  all  the  conseqaences.  Little  was  said, 
however,  by  either,  Judith  and  her  siiter  busy- 
ing themselves  in  making  the  preparations  ior 
the  morning  meal,  as  they  who  hab:t^ully 
attend  to  snch  matters  toil  on  mechanically, 
even  in  the  midst  of  saffering  and  sorrow.  TLe 
plain  but  nutritious  break&st  was  taken  by  all 
three  in  sombre  silence.  The  girls  ate  Lttle, 
but  Deerslayer  gave  proof  of  possessinz  out 
material  requisite  of  a  good  soldier,  tikal  of 
preserring  his  appetite  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  alarming  and  embarrassing  circumstances. 
The  meal  was  r.early  ended  before  a  syllable 
was  uttered  ;  then,  however,  Judith  spoke  in 
the  convulsive  and  hurried  manner  in  which 
feeling  breaks  through  restraint,  after  the  latter 
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Itu    become    more    painful,    than    even    tlic 
betrayal  of  emotion. 

"  FatliCT  would  hare  relished  this  fiith !"  sbe 
exclaimed ;  "  he  says  tlie  salmott  of  the 
Uke*  is  almost  aa  good  as  the  salmon  of  the 


*'  Your  father  has  been  scquaiiited  with  tbe 
aea,  tltey  tell  me,  Judith,"  returned  the  yonng 
man,  who  could  not  forlicar  tliruwing  a  ghnee 
of  inquiry  at  the  girl ;  for,  in  ooramon  with  aO 
who  knew  IIuttcr>  he  had  some  curiosi^ 
on  the  subject  of  hia  curly  history.  *'  Uuny 
Ilarry  tells  me  he  was  once  a  sailor." 

Judith  first  looked  |>Grplcxcd ;  then,  influ- 
enced by  feelings  tliat  were  novel  to  her,  in 
more  ways  tlian  osw^  she  became  sudden^ 
commtinioative,  and  Keeniiii{{Iy  mucli  interated 
in  the  diseotirse. 

"  If  Hurry  knows  anytiiing  of  iatbn'k 
htstorj',  1  would  he  had  told  it  to  me !"  she 
cried.  "  Sometimes  I  tliiiik>  too,  ho  woa  once 
a  sailnr,  and  then  again  I  think  he  was  nut. 
If  tltat  chest  were  open,  or  if  it  eoulil  a]>eak,  it 
raiglit  let  us  into  his  whule  history.  But  its 
fastenings  are  too  strong  to  be  broken  Uke 
p&ck-threiid." 

DecntUyer  turned  to  the  chest  in  question, 
indj  tor  tlie  tirst   time,    examined  it  dosdy. 
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MH^  discoloored,  and  bnring  proofs  of 
IttTn^  received  tnocli  Ul-trcntmcat,  lie  saw  tJnt 
it  was  of  nsUnalfl  and  workmanship  altogether 
mperior  to  uijrthitijE;  of  the  sanw  aort  he  had 
erer  before  beheld.  Tlic  wood  ma  dark,  rich, 
aod  had  once  been  highly  polished,  though  the 
tmatmetit  it  had  received  left  little  glon  on 
ha  suiftee,  and  variotu  scratches  and  indenta* 
dona  proTcd  the  rough  collisions  that  it  had 
encountered  with  substanco  still  harder  than 
ittelf.  The  comers  were  firmly  booad  with 
itecl,  ebiburatel}'  aod  richly  wrought,  while  the 
locks,  of  which  it  had  no  less  than  three,  and 
tlie  hinged  were  of  a  fashion  and  workmanship 
(bat  would  have  attracted  atteotion,  ercn  in  a 
warehouse  of  curioai  furniture.  The  chest 
was  lai^e  too ;  and  when  Dccralayer  arose,  and 
endearoured  to  raise  an  end  by  its  massive 
baadle,  be  found  tliat  the  weight  fully  oorres* 
ponded  with  the  external  appearance. 

"Did  you  ncrcr  ace  that  chest  opened, 
Judith  i"  the  young  man  demanded  with 
frontier  freedom,  for  delicacy  on  sucli  subjcelx 
aas  little  felt  among  the  people  on  ttic 
TCfge  of  carilisatiun  in  that  age,  even  tf  it  be 
to-day. 

"  Never.     Father  Las  nuver 


opened 


my 


preaence,  if  be  ever  opens  it  at  all.     No  one 
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here  has  ever  seen  its  lid  raised,  unleas  H  be 
father;  nor  do  I  even  know  that  he  haa  ever 
seen  it." 

"  Now,  you're  wrong,  Judith,"  Hetty  quietly 
answered.  "  Father  has  raised  the  lid,  and  Fve 
seen  him  do  it." 

A  feeling  of  manliness  kept  the  mouth  of 
Deerslayer  shut ;  for  while  he  would  not  have 
hesitated  about  going  far  beyond  what  woald 
he  thought  the  bounds  of  propriety  in  ques- 
tioning the  elder  sister,  he  bad  just  scruples 
about  taking  what  might  bethought  an  advan- 
tage of  the  feeble  intellect  of  the  younger. 
Judith  being  under  no  such  restraint,  how- 
ever, turned  quickly  to  the  last  speaker,  and 
continued  the  discourse. 

"  When,  and  where  did  you  ever  see  that 
chest  opened,  Hetty  ?" 

"  Here,  and  again,  and  again.  Father  often 
opens  it,  when  you  are  away,  though  he  don't 
in  the  least  mind  my  being  by,  and  see- 
ing all  he  docs,  as  well  as  hearing  all  he 
says." 

"  And  what  is  it  that  he  does,  and  what 
does  he  say  ?" 

"  Tliat  I  cannot  tell  you,  Judith,"  returned 
the  otiier,  in  a  low,  but  resolute  Toice. 
"  Father's  secrets  are  not  my  secrets." 
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"Scoetal  Tbis  is  stranger  still,  DcersUjrer, 

ibl  biker  should  tcU  them  to  Hetty,  and  ngt 

tdll&cmto  iDc!" 
"Here's   good    reason    for   that,    Judith, 

llmigfa  you're  not  to  know  it.  Father's  not 
hat  to  utsver  for  hioiKlf,  and  I'll  say  no  more 
lioul  it." 

Judith  and  DecrsLaycr  looked  surprised,  and 
for  a  iDtnutc,  the  first  NCcnictl  pained.  But, 
rnddenly  recollecting  herself,  she  turned  avray 
from  ber  sister,  as  if  in  pity  for  her  weakness, 
and  addressed  the  young  man. 

ToaVe  told  but  half  your  story,"  she  said, 
"breaking  off  at  tlie  phioc  where  you  went 
to  sleep  in  the  canoe— or,  rather,  where  you 
roae  to  listen  to  the  try  of  the  loon.  We 
beard  the  call  of  the  loons,  too,  and  thought 
their  cries  might  bring  a  storm,  though  wo  are 
little  used  to  tempests  on  this  lake,  st  this 
season  of  tho  year." 

**  The  winds  blow,  and  the  tempests  howl  us 
God  pU-ascs  i  sometimes  at  one  season,  and 
sometimes  at  another,"  answered  Pccrslnycr ; 
"  and  the  loons  speak  accordin'  to  tlieir  natur'. 
Better  would  it  be  if  men  were  as  honest  and 
fnuik.  After  I  rose  to  listen  to  the  birds, 
finding  it  could  not  be  Uurry's  signal,  I  lay 
down  and  slept.     Wien  tlie  day  ilan'iicd  1  wta 
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up  ond  Rtirring,  ns  usiiilI,  iind  tlien  1  went  in 
diasc  of  the  two  canoes,  lest  thu  Min^x  sliould 
lay  ImntU  on  'em." 

"  Vou  have  not  tohl  ua  all,  Deerslayer,"  sakl 
Judith,  earnestly.  "  We  heard  rifles  under 
the  eastern  mountain  ;  the  echoes  were  full 
und  long,  and  came  so  soon  aAcr  the  reports, 
tliat  the  pieces  must  hare  been  fired  on, 
or  quite  near  t»  tlte  shore.  Our  ears 
ore  used  to  these  signs,  and  arc  not  to  be  de- 
ceived." 

"  They've  done  their  duty,  gal,  this  tin»  [ 
yes,  they  'vc  dune  tlieir  duty.  Rifles  hare 
been  sighted  this  morning,  ny,  and  triggers 
pulled,  too,  though  not  as  of^en  as  they  niigbt 
have  been.  One  warrior  has  gone  to  his  hafpy 
hunting-grounds,  and  that's  the  whole  of  it. 
A  man  of  white  blood,  and  white  pfti,  is  not 
to  be  expected  to  boast  of  his  expl'ites  and  to 
flourish  sculps.'' 

Judith  listened  almost  breathlessly ;  and 
when  Decrslayer,  in  his  quiet,  modeat  mannerj 
seemed  disposed  to  quit  the  sobjert,  she  rose, 
and  crossing  the  room,  took  a  seat  by  bis  side. 
The  manner  of  the  girl  had  nothing  forward 
about  it,  though  it  betrayed  the  quick  instinct 
of  female  oScction,  and  tlie  symjiathizing  kind- 
ness of  a  woman's   interest.    She  even  took 
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the  bard  hand  of  the  huiit«r,  and  pressed  it  tii 
both  lier  own,  unoonscioualy  to  lierself,  per- 
haps, while  she  looked  earnestly  and  even  re- 
proachiully  into  his  suti-bunied  face. 

'*  YoD  have  been  fighting  tlie  mvages,  Deer- 
alayer,  singlf,  and  by  yourself!"  sJie  said.  "  In 
your  wish  to  take  caro  of  us— of  Hetty — of 
mc,  pcrbapif — you've  fought  the  enemy  bravely, 
with  no  eye  to  encourage  your  deeds,  or  to  wit- 
ness your  fall,  bad  it  pleased  Providence  to 
■offer  so  groat  a  calamity !" 

**  I've  fou't,  Judith ;  yes,  I  Aotw  fou't  tho 
iiiuny>  and  that,  too,  for  tlie  first  time  in  my 
Uie.  These  tilings  must  be,  and  they  bring 
with  'em  a  mixed  fcclin'of  sorrow  and  triumph. 
Human  iiatur'  is  a  fightin'  natur',  I  suppose,  as 
all  nations  kill  m  battle,  and  we  must  be  true 
to  our  rights  and  gifis.  AVhat  has  yet  been 
done  is  »u  great  matter,  but,  should  Chingacb- 
fpok  oome  to  tlie  rock  this  evening,  as  is  agreed 
■tween  a*^  and  1  get  him  off  it,  onbcknown  to 
tlw  nragea,  or,  if  known  to  tliem,  ug'in  their 
wishes  and  designs,  then  may  wo  all  look  to 
BOmeChing  like  warfare,  afore  the  Mingos  shall 
get  pouoKsion  of  cither  the  castle,  or  the  aric, 
or  yourwlves." 

*'  M'ho  is  this  Chingachgook ;   from   what 
place  dues  he  come,  andtfAydoeshe  come  Aeref* 
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"Tlie  questions  are  nat'ral,  uid  right,  I  sup — 
poae^  thouj^h  the  youth  liM  a  great  name,  aU- 
mtdj,  in  hut  ovm  fan  of  Uie  country,  Chia- 
gachgook  U  u  Mohican  by  blood,  consorting 
with  the  Uclawarea  by  usage,  as  is  the  case  trith 
most  of  his  trihe ;  which  has  long  been  broken 
ap  by  the  increase  of  our  colour.  He  is  of  thr 
family  of  the  Rreat  chiefs;  Uncos,  hia  father, 
liKviiig  been  the  conKi(lerablc»t  warrior  and 
oounKcllor  of  his  people.  Krcn  old  Tameuund 
honours  Chingsrhgook,  tliough  he  is  thought  to 
be  yet  too  young  to  lend  in  vmr;  and  then  tlie 
nation  is  so  digparscd  and  diminished,  that 
chiefiainsliip  among  'em  hnx  got  to  be  little 
more  than  a  name.  Well,  this  war  havit^ 
commencod  in  'anient,  the  DeLawvre  and  1  ren* 
dC8vous*d  an  npp'intment  to  meet  tliJs  eroning 
at  sunset,  on  the  rendezrous-rock,  at  the  foot 
of  this  rery  Iske,  intending  to  come  out  on  our 
6rst  hostile  cxpetlition  ng'in  lti«  Mingos.  fFihy 
we  come  exactly  tliis-a-way,  is  our  own  secret; 
but  thoughtful  young  men,  on  a  war-pnth,  as 
you  may  suppo&e,  do  nothing  without  a  calcu- 
lation  and  a  design.'' 

"  A  Delaware  can  have  no  unfriendly  tnte»> 
tions  towards  us,"  said  Judith,  after  a  mo- 
ment's bemtatioi),  "  and  wc  know  you  to  be 
rrieodly." 
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"  Tnadtaj  is  the  last  crime  I  hope  to  be 
accused  of,"  returned  Deer»Uy«r,  liurt  nt  Uie 
gleam  of  distrust  that  bad  shot  tlirougli  Judith's 
mind :  "  utd  least  of  all  trcodicry  to  in]r  o"*" 

CotottT." 

"  No  one  suspects  you,  Deerslayer,"  tlic  girl 
impctaoosljr  cried.  "  No — no,  your  hottest 
countenance  wotdd  be  a  sufHctent  surety  fur 
the  truth  of  a  thousand  hearts  I  If  all  men 
had  u  hone»t  tongues,  and  no  more  promised 
vhat  they  did  not  mean  to  perform,  there 
would  be  le«s  vrong  done  in  the  world,  and 
fioe  feathers  and  soviet  doaks  would  not  be 
thought  excuses  for  baseness  and  deception." 

The  girl  ^okc  witli  strong,  nay,  even  with 
conrul.icd  feeling,  and  her  fine  eyes,  usually  so 
soft  and  allurini;,  dashed  fire  as  she  concluded. 
Deenlayer  could  not  but  observe  this  citraor- 
dioary  emotion ;  hut  vntli  tlie  tact  uf  a  courtier, 
he  avoided  not  only  any  allusion  to  tlie  circum- 
stance, but  succeeded  in  concealing  Uie  effect 
gf  his  discovery  on  himself.  Judith  gradually 
grew  calm  again,  and,  as  she  was  obviously 
anxious  to  appear  to  advuntage  in  tlie  eyes  of 
the  young  man,  she  was  soon  able  to  renew 
the  oonveraation  as  com|>os«dly  as  if  nothing 
had  occurred  to  disturb  her. 

"  1  have  DO  tight  to  look  into  your  secrets. 
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or  the  secrets  of  your  friend,  Dcerslaycr,'*  she 
continued  ;  "  nitd  am  ready  to  take  all  you  say 
on  trust.  If  we  can  really  get  aiiotlier  male 
ally  to  join  as,  at  this  tryinf;  moment,  it  viO 
aid  us  much ;  and  I  am  not  without  lio|>e  that 
when  the  mivages  find  we  are  able  to  keep  the 
lake,  they  will  offer  to  give  up  their  priaoiien 
in  exchnngo  for  skins,  or  at  least  for  the  kej{  of 
powder  that  wc  have  in  the  house." 

Tlie  young  man  had  the  words  "  Malpa" 
and  "  bounty^'  on  his  lips,  but  •  reluctance  to 
nlann  the  feelingH  of  the  daughters  prevented 
him  frum  making  Uie  ulluition  he  had  intcndod 
to  the  probable  fate  of  tlieir  fatlier.  Still,  so 
little  waa  he  practised  in  the  arts  of  deception, 
tlint  his  exprcHMve  countenance  was,  of  itself, 
understood  by  the  quick-witted  Judith,  wliose 
intelligence  had  been  sharpened  by  the  risks 
and  habits  of  her  life. 

"  I  understand  wlint  you  mean,"  she  con- 
tinued, liurrivdly,  "  and  what  you  would  say, 
but  for  the  fear  of  hurting  me—u»,  I  mean; 
for  Hetty  lores  her  fivthcr  quite  as  well  as  I  do. 
But  this  is  not  as  we  think  of  Indians.  Tliey 
never  scalp  an  \mburt  prisoner,  but  would 
rather  tnke  him  away  alirc;  unless,  indued,  the 
fierce  wish  for  torturing  should  get  the  niiistcry 
of  Uiem.    1  fear  nothing  for  my  father's  sculp. 
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and  little  far  his  liic.  Could  they  steal  on  ua 
in  the  night,  wc  should  all  probably  enScr  in 
this  way ;  but  men  taken  in  open  stri/c,  are 
•eldom  injured ;  not  at  Iccut  until  the  time  of 
torture  cones.*' 

"  That  's  tradition,  I'll  allow,  and  it's  lo- 
cording  to  practice— but,  Judith,  do  you  know 
the  'ar'nd  on  which  your  father  and  Hutt«r 
went  ag^m  the  savages  ?" 

"  I  do ;  and  a  cruel  errand  it  was !  But 
what  will  you  have }  Men  will  be  men,  and 
acme  even  that  flaunt  in  tlicir  gold  and  silver, 
■nd  carr^'  tlie  kinj^'s  tromniisHion  in  their  pockets, 
ue  not  guiltless  of  equal  cruelty."  Judith's 
eye  again  flashed,  but,  by  a  desperate  struggle, 
she  resumed  her  composure.  "  I  get  warm 
when  I  think  of  sU  the  wrong  that  men  do," 
she  added,  affecting  to  smile,  an  effort  in  which 
■he  only  succeeded  indifiercotty  welL  "  All 
this  is  silly.  What  is  done,  is  done,  and  it 
cannot  be  mended  by  complaints.  But  the 
Indbns  tlunk  so  little  of  the  shedding  of  blood, 
and  value  men  so  much  for  the  boldnccs  of 
their  undertakings,  that,  did  they  know  the 
business  on  which  their  prisoners  came,  they 
would  be  more  Itkcly  to  honour,  than  to  injure 
them  for  it." 

"  For  B  time,  Judith;  yes,  I  allow  /Aa/,  for  a 
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tjme.  But,  when  t1»t  feelin*  dies  »vny,  then 
mil  come  tJio  love  of  revenge.  We  tniut  in- 
divour,  Chingadigook  and  I,  we  must  indivour 
to  sec  wliat  wc  can  do  to  get  Iluny  aiid  your 
father  free ;  for  tlic  MJiigos  will,  no  doubt, 
liover  about  this  lake  some  days.  In  order  to 
make  the  most  of  their  success." 

"  Tou  tJiink  thi.1  Delawnre  can  be  depended 
on,  Deerslaj-er }"  demanded  the  girl,  thon^t- 
fulty. 

"  As  modi  M  1  con  mj-self.  You  say  you 
do  not  suspect  me,  Judilli*'" 

"  You .'"  taking  ]m  hnud  again,  and  pressing 
it  between  her  own  with  a  vrannth  tliat  miglit 
have  awakened  the  vanity  of  one  le-ss  simple- 
minded,  and  more  disposed  to  dwell  on  his 
own  good  qualities.  "  I  would  as  soon  suspect 
a  brother !  I  have  known  you  but  a  day,  Deer- 
slayer,  but  it  has  awakened  the  confidence  of 
ft  year.  Your  name,  hovcvcr,  is  not  unknown 
to  me ;  for  the  gallants  of  the  garrisons  fre- 
quently speak  of  the  Icnsons  you  hare  given 
tliem  in  hunting,  and  all  proclaim  your  1k^ 
nesty." 

"  Do  they  ever  talk  of  the  shooting,  gal  r" 
inquired  tJie  other  eagerly,  after  however 
laughing  in  a  silent  but  heartfelt  manner.  "  Do 
they  ever  talk   cjf  the  shooting?     I  want  to 
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bear  notliinf;  aboot  mjr  own.  for,  if  that  bn't 
sailjfiecl  bi,  by  thu  time,  in  all  these  puts, 
there's  little  use  in  being  skilful  und  sore;  bat 
vhat  do  the  officen  mj  of  their  own — yes, 
vbat  do  they  s«y  of  their  own !  Anns,  as  they 
call  it,  is  tbcir  Inde,  and  yet  there's  some 
wnoag  'em  that  know  rery  little  liow  to  ose 
'em!" 

"  Such,  I  hope,  will  not  he  the  case  with 
your  friend  Chingachgook  &a  you  call  him— 
vriiat  U  the  En^iib  of  his  Indian  name }" 

"  Big  Strpcnt — so  called  for  his  wttdom  and 
cunning.  Uncas  is  his  ra'&l  name— oU  hi* 
^mily  being  called  Uncas,  until  lliey  get  a  title 
tlkat  baa  been  'amed  by  deeds.*' 
**  If  he  has  all  this  wisdom,  we  may  expect 
naeful  friend  in  him,  unless  his  own  busineas 
in  this  part  of  tlic  country  should  prevent  him 
from  serving  lu." 

**  1  aee  no  gn»t  liarm  in  telEng  you  hit 
arVd,  aAer  all,  and  as  you  may  6nd  means  to 
help  us,  I  will  let  you  and  Hetty  into  the 
whole  matter,  trusting  that  you'll  kevp  the 
■ccret  as  if  it  was  your  own.  Yoa  niu»l  know 
that  Chingachgook  is  a  comely  Indiiin,  and  i» 
much  looVd  upon  and  admired  by  the  young 
women  of  his  tribe,  both  on  account  of  his 
&mily  and  on  account  of  himself.    Now,  there 
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is  a  cluef  that  has  a  daughter  called  Waii-ta  !- 
Wah,  whidi  is  intarprctcd  into  Hist-oh  UUist, 
in  the  Kngliah  tongue,  the  nreiit  gal  among  the 
Dclan-arcs,  and  the  one  most  sought  after  and 
craved  for  a  wife  by  all  the  young  warriors  of 
the  nation.  Wcli,  Chingschgook,  among  otlicrs, 
took  a  fancy  to  Wah-taS-Wah,  and  Wah-t«!- 
Wah  took  a  fancy  to  him.''  Here  Dccrslayer 
paused  an  instant;  for,  as  he  got  thus  far  in 
his  talc,  Hetty  Hutter  eroitc,  appronchcd  and 
stood  attcQti\'e  at  his  knee,  as  a  child  draws 
near  to  listen  to  the  legends  of  its  mother. 
"  Ye<t,  he  fancied  her,  and  she  fancied  him," 
resumed  Deerslayer,  after  casting  a  friendly 
and  approving  glance  at  the  innocent  and  in- 
terested girl ;  "  and  when  that  is  the  case,  and 
all  the  elders  are  agreed,  it  docs  not  often 
happen  that  the  young  couple  keep  apart. 
Chingachgook  conld'n't  well  carry  uff  such  a 
prize  without  making  inimies  among  them  that 
wanted  her  as  much  a<(  he  did  himself.  A  sar- 
tain  Briartliorn,  as  we  call  him  in  English,  or 
Yocommon,  as  he  is  tArmcd  in  Indian,  took  it 
most  to  heart,  and  ne  mistrust  him  of  having 
a  hand  in  all  that  followed.  Wah-U  UWah 
went  with  her  lather  and  mother,  two  moons 
ago,  to  6sh  for  salmon  on  tlic  western  streams, 
where  it  is  agreed  by  nil  in  these  parts,  that 
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fish  nkut  iboandi,  md  while  thus  empl'f 'd  Ac 
gal  Tuuihed.  For  Mrera]  weeks  we  oould  gtt 
no  lidii^  of  ber ;  but  here,  ten  day*  since,  « 
rBDoer  that  came  through  the  Dfrlawue  coun- 
tej,  brtHtght  us  «  message,  by  which  we  ruTi 
tkat  Wah-tal-Walk  was  stolen  from  her  people 
—we  think,  but  do  not  know  it,  by  Briarthom's 
BarcoiDTentionB — and  that  she  was  now  with 
tiie  inimy,  who  had  adopted  her,  and  wanted 
her  to  marry  a  young  Mingo.  The  message 
said  that  the  party  intended  to  hunt  and  fon^ 
thiDogh  this  rcffion,  for  a  month  or  two,  afore 
it  went  back  into  the  Canadas,  and  that  if  we 
«o«Id  oontrire  to  get  on  a  scent  in  this  quarter, 
something  might  torn  up  that  would  lead  to 
ovr  getting  tlte  maiden  off." 

"And  how  docs  that  coneem  yon,  Deer- 
abyer?^  demanded  Judith,  a  little  anxiooaty. 

*  It  ooDsanis  me,  as  sU  thing*  that  taoehea 
•  fii'iid  consams  a  fri'nd.  I'm  here  as  Cbin- 
gMct^ooVa  aid  and  helper,  and  if  wc  can  get 
the  young  maiden  he  likes  back  ag'in,  it  wiQ 
pxt  nw  almost  a*  much  pleasure  as  if  1  had 
got  bank  my  own  sweetheart.*' 

"  And  where,  then,  is  your  sweetheart,  Deer- 
aUyer?" 

**  She's  in  the  forest,  Judith — ban^ng  from 
tbe  boughs  of  Ute  tree*  in  a  soil  rain — to  tbe 
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dew  on  tlic  open  grass— the  cloads  tlmt  float 
about  in  t)ic  blue  licavcns— the  birds  tliit  ung 
in  tlic  woods — the  swe«t  spring  where  I  sUke 
my  thirst — tuui  in  idl  the  otiier  glonoua  ^fta 
tliat  come  from  God's  I*rovideiice  !*" 

"  You  mean  tliaC,  as  yet,  you've  nerer  lored 
one  of  my  itex,  but  love  best  your  haunts  and 
your  own  manner  of  hfe."  h 

"That's  it— that's  just  it.  1  am  white-->| 
have  a  white  heart,  and  can't,  in  reason,  lore  a 
red-skinned  maiden,  who  must  have  a  red-skin 
heart  and  fodin's.  No,  no,  I'm  sound  enoogh 
in  them  particulars,  and  hope  to  remain  ao,  at 
least  till  this  war  is  over.  1  find  my  time  too 
much  taken  up  with  C'hiiigachgook's  affair,  to 
wish  to  have  one  of  my  own  on  my  hands 
afore  that  is  settled.*' 

"  The  girl  that  finally  wins  you,  Dcerslayer, 
will  at  leaat  win  an  homsl  heart ;  one    without 
treadiery  or  guile ;  and  tliat  will  be  a 
that  most  of  her  »tx  ought  to  envy." 

AsJudilh  uttered  this,  her  Ixwuliful  face  bad 
a  resentful  frown  on  it;  while  a  bitter  amili 
lingered  around  a  mouth  that  no  dcimngemeot 
of  tlie  musclex  could  render  any  thing  but 
liandaomc.  Her  companion  observed  the 
change,  and  tliough  Uttlo  skilled  in  the  worit- 
iuga  of  tlw   female  heart,  be  bad  —  "S-jtnt 
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nacirc  ddkac;^  to  undentand  that  it  might  be 
well  to  drop  the  tubject 

■Aa  the   hour  when  Chiiigiu:hj;uok  was  ex- 
pected still  remained  distant,  Deenlayer  had 
tizxae  enough  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
*'^feiices,  and  to  make  such  additional  arrange 
ii^^uita  as  were  in  his  power,  and  the  exigency 
**^   the  moment  seemed  to  require.    The  expe- 
'•^ncc  and  forcsijsht  of  Iluttcr  had  left  little  to 
"**  done  in  these  particulars ;  still  several  pre- 
^^titiona  niggcatod   thcmselrcs  to   tho  young 
****o,  who  may  be  said  to  have  studieil  the  nit 
^*   frontier  warfare,  through  the  traditions  and 
^^ods  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had  so 
'Ong  lived.    The  distance  between  the  eostle 
^tid   the  nearest  ]ioint  on  the  shore  prevented 
^jr  apprehension  on  tiie  subject  of  ride-bullets 
^hrown  from  the  land.    The  house  was  withirt 
tmsket-sbot,  in  one  sense,  it  was  true,  but  aim 
■Was    entirely   out  of  tlic  question,  and  even 
•^odith  profeMsed   a  perfect  disregnrd   of  any 
clanger  from  that  source.    So  long,  then,  as 
%)ie  party  remained  in  possession  of  the  fortress, 
they  were  safe;  unless  their  assailants  could 
6n«I  the  means  to  oooie  off  and  carry  it  by  fire 
W  storm ;  or  by  some  of  the  devices  of  Indian 
cuuning  and   Indian    treachery,     .^gaiiiat  tlie 
fint  source  of  danger,  Hulter  hud  made  ample 
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proTision,  and  the  building  itxelf,  tiie  lurk  roof 
excepted,  waa  not  very  combustible.  The  floor 
wns  xcuttled  in  several  places,  and  backets 
provided  with  ropes,  were  in  daily  use,  ia 
readiness  t'or  ntiy  such  emergency.  One  of 
the  girls  could  casUy  extinguish  any  6re  thit 
might  be  lighted,  provided  it  had  not  time  to 
mnke  inueli  headway.  Judith,  who  appealed 
to  undcrstAiid  all  her  father's  schemca  of 
defence,  and  who  had  Uie  spirij  to  take  no 
unimportant  share  in  tJie  execution  of  theo^ 
expUined  alt  thcHe  detaiLt  to  the  young  man, 
who  was  thus  saved  much  time  and  htbour  in 
making  his  investigations. 

Little  was  to  be  ajiprehendcd  during  the  day. 
In  possession  of  the  canoes  and  of  the  nrk,  DO 
other  vessel  was  to  he  found  on  the  iake. 
Nevertheless,  Dccrslayer  well  knew  that  a  inA 
was  soon  made,  and  as  dead  trees  were  to  be 
found  in  nbundance  near  tlio  water,  did  the 
savages  seriously  eontcmphite  the  risks  of  on 
assault,  it  would  not  lie  a  very  ditHcolt  nutter 
to  find  the  neceKNiiry  means.  The  celebrated 
American  axe,  a  tool  that  is  quite  unrivalled  in 
its  way,  was  then  not  very  extensively  known, 
and  the  savages  were  far  from  exjiert  in  the  use 
of  its  halehct-like  subrtitute ;  still,  they  had 
aufficient  practice  in  crotsiiig  streams  by  this 
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tDoiie  to  render  it  certain  th<'y  would  construct 
*  nttt  ahoald  tbcy  deem  it  exjMTdient  to  expose 
tlicmsclvcs  to  the  risks  of  nn  nmiult.  The 
desch  of  tbcir  warrior  might  prore  a  sufficient 
incentive,  or  it  tniglit  act  »s  «  caution ;  but 
Dceralayer  thought  it  more  tlinn  possible  that 
tho  aaooeeding  night  would  bring  matters  to  a 
aiai*i  and  in  this  precise  way.  This  impression 
eauaed  him  to  wiih  anientty  for  Uie  presence 
Bid  auccour  of  his  Mohican  friend,  and  to  look 
fimrmrd  to  the  approach  oi  sunset  with  nn  in- 
ovaaing  anxiety.  ' 

Aa  the  dny  advanced,  the  party  in  the  castle 
matured  their  plans,  at>d  mnde  their  prepe- 
ntiona.     Judith  was  active,  and  seemed  to  find 
a  pleasure  in  consulting  and  advising  with  her 
new  aojuainlance,  whose  indilTerence  to  danger, 
tnanly  devotion  to  herself  and  sister,  guileless- 
neas  of  manner,  and  truth  of  feeling,  had  won 
vrnpidly  on  both  her  imagination  and  her  afTec- 
tions.     Altliough  the  hours  appeared  long  in 
some  respects  to  Ueerslayer,  Judith  di<l  not 
find  them  so,  and  when  the  sun  began  to  dest- 
cend   towards   the  pine-clad  summits   of  the 
western  hills,  she  felt  and  expressed  her  sur- 
prise that  the  day  should  so  soon  be  drawing 
to  a  close.     On  the  Other  hand,  Hetty   was 
moody  and  silent.    Slie  was  never  loquacious, 
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or  if  she  occsaionally  Iwcamc  communicadve.  it 
was  under  the  influi'iice  of  some  tcmporerjr 
excitement,  thnt  serred  to  exdte  h«r  unso- 
phisticated mind  ;  hut,  for  hou»  ct  a  time,  in 
tlie  counw  of  this  alUimportant  day.  slie  aeemed 
to  have  absolutely  lost  the  use  of  her  tongue. 
Nor  did  apprehension  on  account  of  her  fattier 
materially  aSect  the  manner  of  eitlier  Mtter. 
Neitlier  appeared  aeriou^ty  to  dread  any  evil 
greater  than  captivity,  and  once  or  twice,  when 
Hetty  did  speak,  she  intimated  the  expectation 
that  Hotter  would  find  the  means  to  litwraU 
himself.  Although  Judith  was  leas  sanguine 
on  this  head,  she  too  hetniyed  the  hope  tJtat 
propositions  for  a  ransom  would  come,  when 
tlie  Indians  discovered  thnt  the  castle  set  th«r 
expedients  an<l  artifices  at  defiance.  Dee^ 
slayer,  however,  treated  these  passing  surges- 
tions  as  the  iU-di^cstcd  fancies  of  ^rls,  making 
his  own  arrangements  as  steadily,  and  brooding 
over  the  future  as  seriously,  as  if  they  had 
never  fallen  from  their  lips. 

At  length  the  hour  arrived  when  it  became 
necessary  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
apjHiintvd  with  the  Mohican;  or  Delaware  as 
Chingnchgook  was  more  commonly  celled.  As 
the  plan  had  been  matured  by  Dccratayer,  and 
fully  comiouuicated  to  bis  companions,  all  three 
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Ktaboat  Hs  exreutioR,  in  concert,  jmd  intelti- 
gffitlf.     Hetty  passed  into  Uic  ark,  nni]   ftis- 
lemiig  tiro  of  thtt  autoes  together,  the  entered 
one,  snd  paddled  op  to  »  sort  of  gnteway  in 
the  ptlttadoei  tliat  suTTounded  the   building, 
tliratigh  which  she  carried  both ;  s«cuTing  tbcm 
beneath  the  boase  by  chains  that  were  fastened 
within   the   building.     11tc3c  palisadocs  were 
(ranks  of  trees  driven  linnl)-  into  the  mud,  and 
•erred  the  double  purpose  of  a  small  enclosure 
that   was  intended  to  be  vised   in   this  very 
manner,  and  to  keep  any  enemy  that  might 
approach  in  boats  at  arm's  length.      Canoes 
thus  itocJctH  were,  in  a  measure,  hid  from  sight, 
M)d  as  tHe  gate  was  properly  barred  and  fas- 
tened, it  would  not  be  an  easy  task  to  remore 
lliem,  even  in  the  event  of  Uieir  being  seen. 
Previously,  however,  to  closing  tl>c  gate,  Judith 
tiso  entered  within  the  endoNure  with  tlic  tliird 
tanoe,  leanng  Decrslayer  busy  in  securing  the 
doors  and  windows  iiuide  the  building,  orer  her 
bead.     Aa  every  thing  was  massive  and  strong, 
and  sinsll  saplings  were  used  as  bars,  it  would 
hare  been  tlic  work  of  an  liuur  or  two  to  break 
into  tlie  building,  when   Ucerstayer  had  ended 
hia  task,  even  allowing  the  assailants  the  use  of 
any  tools  but  the  axe,  and  to  W  unresisted. 
This  attention  to  security,  arose  from  Iluttcr's 
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hftTing  been  robbed  once  or  twice,  by  Uic  k 
tess  wtiiteit  of  ttic  fronbcrn,  (luring  aome  of  ba      , 
many  absences  from  home.  ^H 

A.S  800)1  u  all  yrtis  fait  in  the  inside  of  the^ 
du-etling,  Deenlnyer  appeared  at  ■  imp  frwa 
which  he  descended  into  the  canoe  of  JuditlL 
When  this  was  done>  he  fastened  the  door 
with  a  massive  staple  and  stout  padlock.  Hetty 
was  then  received  in  tiie  oanoe,  which  wu 
shored  outside  of  the  pdisadoes,  'I'lie  itest 
precaution  was  to  fasten  tbe  gate,  and  tlte  keys 
were  earned  into  the  ark.  The  three  were  now 
fastened  out  of  the  dwelling,  which  could  only 
be  entered  by  violence,  or  by  following  the 
course  taken  by  the  young  rosn  in  quitting  it. 

The  glass  had  been  brought  outside  as  k 
preliminary  step,  and  Dcer&layer  next  took  a 
careful  sui^ey  of  the  entire  shore  of  tbe  lake, 
as  far  as  his  own  position  would  allow.  Not  a 
living  thing  was  risible,  a  few  birds  excepted, 
and  even  the  last  Buttered  about  in  tlic  shadea 
of  the  trees,  as  if  unwilling  to  encounter  the 
heat  of  a  sultry  afternoon.  All  the  nearest 
points,  in  particular,  were  subjected  to  severe 
scrutiny,  in  order  to  make  certain  tliat  no  nft 
was  in  preparation ;  the  result  every  where 
giving  the  same  picture  of  calm  .solitude.  A 
few  words   will  explain   the   greatest   cn>l 
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r^ssment  belonging  to  the  ntuation  of  our 
P*rty.  Exposed  thenuelrcs  to  tlie  ol>iterrauon 
of  any  vntchful  eyes,  tbo  moTements  of  tiieir 
tttemieK  were  concealed  by  the  drapery  of  a 
^Cttte  fomt.  While  the  imagination  would  be 
'cry  apt  to  people  tho  Utter  with  more  war- 
non  than  it  really  contained,  their  own  weak- 
nnit  must  be  too  apparent  to  all  who  might 
diauce  to  cut  a  glance  in  tlicir  direction. 

"  Nothing  ia  stirring,  howa'cver,"  exclaimed 
Deenlaycr,  as  he  finally  lowered  the  glass,  and 
(Mepared  to  enter  the  ark :  "  if  the  vagabonds 
do  bBrbonr  mischief  in  tiietr  minds,  they  arc 
too  cunning  to  let  it  bo  seen ;  it's  true,  a  laft 
may  be  in  preparation  in  the  woods,  but  it  has 
not  yet  been  brought  down  to  the  lake.  Tlicy 
oan't  guess  that  we  are  about  to  quit  the  castle, 
■nd,  if  they  did,  they're  no  means  of  knowing 
■■hero  we  intend  to  go,'' 

''Tilts  is  »o  true,  Dcerslaycr,"  returned 
Joditiii  **  that  now  all  is  ready,  we  may  pro- 
ceed, at  once,  boldly,  and  wiUiout  the  fear  of 
heing  followed— ^se  we  slisU  be  behind  our 
time/' 

"Ko— no— the  matter  needs  management^ 

l]fa>,  though  the  savages  are  in  the  dark  as  to 

Chingachgook  and  the  ruck,  they've  eyes  and 

legs,  and  will  see  in  what  direction  wc  steer,  and 
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will  be  xartftin  to  follow  us,  I  iliall  Htrire  to 
bofflv  'cm,  lion-s'cvcr,  by  hcaulitig  the  kow  ixi 
all  manacr  of  ways,  first  in  one  quarter,  and 
tlien  in  another,  until  tliey  get  to  be  a-leg> 
vcary,  and  tired  of  tramping  after  us." 

So  far  ns  it  vras  in  his  jiower,  DeersUtyer  vat 
ts  good  as  liis  word.  In  less  tlian  five  minutes 
after  this  xpeeoh  was  mwle,  the  whole  party 
watt  in  the  ark  and  in  motion.  There  was  a 
gentle  breeze  from  the  north  i  and  boldly  bust- 
ing the  &nil,  the  young  man  laid  the  bead  of 
the  uiiwieldly  eraft  in  such  a  direction  aa,  after 
making  a  libcrnl  hut  neceHsary  allowance  for 
lee-way,  would  have  brought  it  ashore  a  couple 
of  tnilex  down  the  Inbe,  and  on  its  eastern  side. 
The  sailing  of  the  nrk  was  never  very  sviA, 
though,  lloating  as  it  did  on  the  surface,  it  wis 
not  difficult  to  get  it  in  motion,  or  to  nrpi  it 
along  over  the  water,  at  the  rate  of  some  three 
or  four  miles  in  t!ie  hour.  The  distance  be- 
tween tl)e  cnntle  and  the  rock  was  a  little  more 
than  two  leagues.  Knowing  the  punctuality 
of  an  Indian,  Deerslaycr  hnd  made  his  calcu- 
lations  closoly,  and  had  given  himself  a  little 
more  time  than  was  ncocssnry  to  reach  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  with  a  view  to  delay,  or 
to  press  tiis  nrrival,  as  might  prove  most  ex- 
pedient.   \^'b«a  hv  hoisted  the  sail 
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l*y  abore  the  western  hill*,  at  an  eli^ration  that 

pn>iiu(ed  rather  more  than  two  hours  of  day ; 

w*A  I  few  minatea  tatiRfient  him  that  tlw  pro- 

P*m  of  the  scow  was  such  as  to  equal  his 

ttpeetatJonx. 

Il  was  I  glorious  June  afternoon,  and  never 
did  that  aoUtarj'  sheet  of  water  seem  less  like 
u  arena  of  strife  and  bloodshed.  The  light  air 
Kuce  desceiuled  as  low  as  tlic  bed  of  the  lake, 
hovering  over  it,  as  if  unwiUing  to  disturb  its 
deep  tranquillity-,  or  to  ruffle  its  mirror-Uke 
nrface.  Kren  tlie  foresU  apjieared  to  be  slum- 
bering in  the  sun,  and  a  few  piles  of  Hcccy 
cloods  bad  lain  for  hours  along  the  northern 
horizon,  like  ^xtures  in  tlie  atmosphere,  placed 
there  purely  to  emlieiliHh  the  scene.  A  few 
■qiuttic  fowls  occasionally  skituined  along  the 
mtcr,  and  a  single  raven  was  visible,  sailing 
high  above  the  trccn,  and  keeping  a  watchful 
ej'e  on  the  forest  beneath  liim,  in  order  to  de- 
tect any  thing  having  life  that  the  mysterious 
woods  might  otler  as  prey. 

The  reader  will  probably  have  observed,  that 
amidst  the  frankness  and  abruptness  of  man- 
ner which  marked  the  frontier  habits  of  Judith, 
her  lat^oage  was  superior  to  that  used  by  her 
male  companions,  her  own  fiiUior  included. 
"Bom  differmoe  extended  as  well  to  pronun- 
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ciation,  as  to  the  choice  of  words  and  phnses. 
Perhaps  nothing  so  soon  betrays  the  education 
and  associatioD  as  th«  modes  of  speech  ;  and 
few  aocomplishment^  so  much  aid  the  charm  of 
female  beauty  as  a  graceful  and  even  uttcnuMe, 
while  nothing  so  soon  produces  the  disen- 
chantment that  necessarily  follows  &  discre- 
pancy between  appearance  and  manner,  as  i 
mcuii  intonation  of  voice,  or  a  vulgar  use  of 
words.  Juditli  nnd  her  sister  were  marked 
cxcejitions  to  all  Uie  girU  of  Iticir  vhus  along 
the  whole  frontier;  the  ofTicert  of  the  nearest 
garrison  having  ofbeii  flattered  the  former  with 
tlie  belief  tliat  few  htilics  of  the  towns  acquitted 
themselves  better  than  henelf  in  tltts  impor- 
tant particular.  This  v.'as  far  from  being  lite- 
rally true,  but  it  was  sutHcienlly  near  the  fact 
to  give  birtli  to  the  compliment.  The  girls 
were  indebted  to  their  motlier  for  this  adrao- 
tage>  having  acquired  from  her,  in  childhood, 
an  advantage  that  no  subsequent  study  or 
labour  can  give  without  a  drawback,  if  ne- 
glected beyond  the  earlier  ])criods  of  life.  Who 
that  mother  was,  or  rather  hud  been,  no  one 
but  Ilutter  knew.  She  had  now  heen  dead  two 
summers,  and,  as  was  stated  by  Hurry,  sfic 
had  been  buried  in  the  lake ;  whether  in  in^ 
dulgcnce  of  a  prejudice,  or  from   a  reluctance 
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to  Ukc  the  trouble  to  dig  her  grave,  had  fro- 
^ucjtUr  been  a  matter  of  discuuion  between 
the  rode  bcuga  of  that  rrgion.  Juditli  had 
nercr  vtiutcd  the  spot,  but  Hetty  wa*  present 
■t  the  interment,  and  she  often  paddled  a  canoe 
■boat  sunset,  or  by  the  Ught  of  tike  moon, 
to  the  pUcc  and  goxed  down  into  tlie  limpid 
water,  in  tlic  )i0|>e  of  being  able  to  cnlch  a 
^mp«e  of  ft  form  tliat  she  had  so  tenderly 
loved  from  infancy  to  the  Md  boar  of  tlieir 
parting. 

"Must  we  reach  the  rock  exactly  at  the 
moment  the  son  sets  ?'*  Juditlt  demanded  of 
the  young  man,  as  they  stood  near  each  otJier, 
Dccrslayer  holding  tlie  stccring-oar,  and  she 
working  witlt  a  needle  at  some  ornament  of 
dreu,  Uiut  much  exceeded  her  station  u>  life, 
ud  was  alto^etlicr  a  novelty  in  tlic  woods. 
"  H'ill  a  few  minutes,  sooner  or  later,  alter  the 
oatter?  it  will  be  rery  haurduux  to  remain 
long  near  the  .shore  as  tltat  rock  !" 

"  Tliat'A  it,  Judith  ;  titat's  the  very  difficulty  1 
Iht  rock's  withui  p'int  blank  for  a  gun>!ihat, 
tnd  'twill  never  do  to  hover  about  it  too  close 
utd  too  long.  When  you  have  to  deal  with  an 
iadiui,  you  must  calculate  and  manage,  for  a 
led  natur*  dearly  Ukcs  sarcumvention.  Now, 
jqn  wtCt  Judith,  that  I  do  not  steer  towuxls  the 
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our  tnovemcnts,  DeersL 
they  might  have  iiJlen 
md  left  us  to  ourselves  fi| 

■*  That's    altogether 
Tlicrv's  no  let-up  in  an 
when  he's  on  a  war-path  I 
at  thin  minute,  though  tJl 
We  mujit  draw  near  ilie  rj 
and  indivour  to  get  tlie 
weiiL    The  Mingos  have  | 
mc :  hut  II  while  man's  rea 
equalize  tlicir  instinct." 

Judith  now  entered  i&t 
course  with  Deerslavcri 
betrayed  her  growing  int 
man ;  an  interest  that  bis 
and  her  denston  of  chara< 
was  hj  the  conscious ncsi 
consideration  her  personal  c 
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tbt  it  required  all  the  aid  of  her  eioecdii^ 
bauty  to  prevent  from  awskcnin^  suipidom 
mi&TOUTsbie  to  her  discretion,  if  not  to  ber 
morsU.  Willi  DemLtyer,  howerer,  these  gtnnce* 
were  rrndorcd  Icbh  obnoxioaa  to  so  unpleasant 
a  CDnstniction ;  for  she  seldom  looked  ftt  liim, 
vitboot  discorering  much  of  the  sincerity  uid 
ntare  that  woompany  the  purest  emntions  of 
woman.  It  was  a  little  remarkabli?  that,  as  his 
capttvity  Icnj^hcncd,  ncithn-  o{  the  girls  mant' 
fest«d  uiy  gTe«t  conoem  for  her  father;  bot,  M 
Im  been  said  already,  their  hnhita  gnre  them 
coD6dcnce,  and  tticy  looked  forward  to  his 
liberation,  hy  nicanii  of  a  mnsoni,  with  a  con- 
fidence that  might  in  a  great  degree,  account 
fer  tiieir  apparent  indifference.  Once  before. 
Hatter  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Iroquois, 
■ltd  a  few  ikins  had  readily  effected  his  release. 
Thii  event,  howerer,  utiknuwn  to  the  sisters, 
lud  occurred  in  a  time  of  peace  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  and  when  the  savages  were 
restrained,  inatead  of  being  encouraged  to 
coQimit  their  exoeasc*,  by  ttie  policy  of  the 
different  colonial  governments. 

While  Judith  was  U)<[uadoos  and  careasing 

B  in  her  manner,  Hetty  remaineil  thoughtful  and 
•UenL     Once,  indeed,  she  drew  near  to  Deer- 

■    (layer,  and  quesUoned  him  a  little  doaely  as  to 
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his  intendons,  as  veil  as  concerning  the  mock 
of  effecting  hta  puqiose;  but  her  nish  to 
converse  went  no  farther.  As  uon  as  her 
simple  queries  were  answered — and  ansucred 
they  all  were  in  tlie  fullest  and  kindest  man- 
ner— she  vrithdrev  to  her  seat,  and  contioaed 
to  work  on  a  coarse  garment  that  she  was 
making  for  her  fnlhcr,  sometimes  humming  a 
low  melancholy  air,  and  frequently  sighing. 

In  this  manner  the  time  passed  away ;  and 
when  the  sun  was  beginning  to  glow  behind  the 
fringe  of  pines  that  hounded  the  wcsteni  hill, 
or  iiliout  twenty  minutes  l>efore  it  tictiudly  set, 
tJve  ark  wan  nearly  us  low  as  tlie  point  where 
Hutler  nnd  Hurry  had  been  made  prisoner*. 
By  sheering  tirtt  to  one  side  of  the  lake,  tod 
then  to  the  other,  Deerslayer  bad    managed  to 
create  an  uncertainty  as  to  his  object;    i^| 
doubtless,  the  savages,  wiio  were  unquestion- 
ably watching    liis   movements,   were    led  ^ 
lielieve  tliat  his  aim  was  to  communicate  w^| 
tbcm,  at  or  near  this  spot,  and  would  hasten 
in  that  direction,  in  order  to  he  in  readiness  lo 
pro6t  by  eircumstanees,     Thisaitificc  was  well 
managed ;    lunce  the  sweep  of  tbc   bay,  the 
eurvalure  of  the  lake,  and  the  low  marshy  land., 
tliat  iuter\-ened,  would  probnbty  allow  the  arfc- 
to  read)  tJ»e  rock,  before  its  pursuers,  if  redl* 
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collected  near  the  point,  could  have  time  to 
incite  the  circuit  that  would  be  required  to  get 
there  by  land.     With  a  view  to  ud  this  decep- 
tion, Deerslayer  stood  as  near  the  western 
■licire  as  was  at  all  prudent ;  and  then  causing 
Jodith  and  Hetty  to  enter  the  house,  or  cabin, 
ud  crouching  himself  so    as  to  conceal  bis 
fenoa  by  the  frame  of  the  scow,  he  suddenly 
threw  the  head  of  the  latter  round,  and  began 
to  make  the  best  of  his  way  towards  the  outlet. 
Favoured   by  an  increase  in   the   wind,    the 
progress  of  the  ark  was  such  as  to  promise 
the  complete  success  of  this  plan,  though  tlie 
crab-iike  moTement  of  the  crafit  compelled  the 
helmsman  to  keep  its  head  looking  in  a  direc- 
tion very  different  from  that  in  which  it  was 
Mtually  moving. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"  Yet  (hou  »rt  prodigal  of  tmilet — 
Smiles  Bvceter  [ban  thf  fnmni  amtenii 
Eartb  seDda  from  all  her  thonund  isleia 
A  «hoDt  *t  tbj  relurn. 
The  glory  thnt  comeadowa  from  tb«e 
Bitbea,  in  deep  JofttbeUod  Mid  tM." 

THB  ■■■». 

It  may  assist  the  reader  in  nn  rlrnitnndinC^^ 
the  eventa  we  are  about  to  record^  if  he  has 
rapidly  sketched  picture  of  the  Bcene  placed 
before  his  eyes  at  a  single  view.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  lake  was  an  irregnlariy 
shaped  basin,  of  an  outline  that,  in  the  mun, 
was  oral,  but  with  bays  and  points  to  relieve 
its  formality  and  ornament  its  shores,  tba 
surface  of  this  beautiful  sheet  of  water  waa 
now  glittering  like  a  gem,  in  the  last  rays  of 
the  evening  sun,  and  the  setting  of  the  whole 
—hills  clothed  in  the  richest  forest  verdurfr— 
was  lighted  up  with  a  sort  of  radiant  smil^ 
that  is  best  described  in  the  beautiful  lines  we 
have' placed  at  the  head  of  this  chapter.    A« 
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""  nnlu,  with  few  exceptions,  rose  nbniptly 

"^•n  the  water,  even   wliere  the  mountain  did 

"'^  ifflEoediately  boun<l  the  view,  there  was  • 

"^^riy  bratten  fringe  of  leuvcs  overhanging  the 

P'*cid  lake — the  trees  starting  out  of  t)ic  accli- 

"ties,  inclioing  to  the   light,   until  in   many 

■"stsaceti,  they  extended  tlietr  long  limbs  and 

•''^ight  tnitiks  some  forty  or  fifty  feet  beyond 

tl»«  Ibe  of  tJie  peri»eii(iiculiir.     In  these  oaaei 

■  ve   allude  only  to  the  giants  of  the  forext— 

I^nes  of  B  hundred  or  a  hundred  and   fifty  feet 

"*    height — for,  of  the    smaller  grovrtli,   very 

°>An]r  inclined  so  far  as  to  steep  their  lower 

^>ftnd)es  ill  the  water. 

lit  the  position  in  wliich  the  ark  had  now 
^  the  caafle  was  concealed  from  view  by  tJic 
))rcijecttun  of  a  point,  as,  indeed,  was  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  lake  itself.  A  re* 
qiectuble  mountain,  forest-clad,  and  rounded 
fike  all  the  rest,  limited  the  view  in  tliat 
(Erection,  stretching  immediately  across  the 
whole  of  the  &ir  scene,  with  the  exception  of  a 
deep  bay  that  passed  its  western  end,  Icn^h- 
eotng  tlie  basin  for  mure  than  a  mile.  The 
manner  in  which  the  water  Hon-ed  out  of  the 
lake,  beneath  the  leafy  arches  of  the  trec«  that 
lined  the  sides  of  the  slrcnin,  has  nlrcndy  been 
ntnttooed,  and  it  has  obo  bven  said  that  the 
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Iiad  lietnyed  him  ;  a  chance  so  improbable  in 
iUelf,  as  t«  give  him  no  concern.  Notwith- 
standing the  celerity  and  decision  of  his  more- 
ments,  be  did  not,  hon-cvor,  venture  so  near 
the  shore  irithout  taking  due  precautions  to 
effect  a  retreat,  in  the  event  of  its  becoming 
nccessarjr.  lie  held  the  line  in  his  iiaud,ai»l 
Judith  was  stationed  at  a  loop,  on  the  aide  of 
the  cabin  next  the  shore,  n-hcre  she  could 
watch  the  beach  and  t)ic  rocks,  and  give  timdy 
notice  of  the  approach  of  cither  friend  or  foe. 
Hetty  was  also  placed  on  watch,  but  it  was  to 
keep  the  trees  uvcr-head  in  view,  lest  some  ene- 
my might  ascend  one,  and,  by  completely  com- 
manding the  interior  of  the  scow,  render  the 
defences  of  the  hut,  or  cabin,  useless. 

Tlie  sun  bad  disapiHaircd  from  the  lake  and 
%'a1lcy,  when  Dccrslaycr  checked  the  ark  in 
the  manner  mentioned.  Still  it  vaiit«d  s 
few  minutes  to  the  true  sunset,  and  he  knew 
Indian  punctuality  loo  well  to  anticipate  any 
unmanly  haste  in  his  friend,  Tlic  great  ques- 
tion was,  wbuthcT,  surrounded  by  enemies,  as 
he  was  known  to  be,  he  had  escaped  tticir  toils. 
The  occurrences  of  tite  last  twenty-four  hours 
must  be  a  secret  to  him,  and,  like  himaetf, 
Chingachgook  was  yet  young  on  a  war-path. 
It  was  true,  he  came  prepared  to  encounter 
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P*nf  that  withheld  his  pmraised  bride,  bat  he 
W  no  means  of  anoertattiing  the  extent  of 
^  drager  he  no,  or  the  precise  positiona 
*ci^Hed  bj  either  friends  or  foes.  In  *  word, 
Aa  trained  siigseity,  and  untiring  caatton  of  an 
ladiaD,  were  all  he  )iod  to  relj-  on,  amid  the 
critical  risks  lie  unaroidnhly  ran. 

*'  la  tlie  rock  empty,  Judith  ?'*  inquiivd 
Oeerslaycr,  as  soon  aa  he  had  checked  the  drift 
of  the  ark,  deeming  it  imprudent  to  rentore 
aaoeceaaarily  near  the  shore.  "  Is  any  thing 
to  be  aeen  of  the  Delaware  chief?" 

"  Nothing,  Deerslayer.  Neittier  rock,  shore, 
tne,  nor  lake,  seems  to  have  ever  held  a  htuoan 
form." 

"  Keep  dose,  Juditlt — keep  close,  Hetty — ■ 
rifle  haa  a  prying  eye,  a  nimble  foot,  and  a 
desperate  fatal  toogue.  Keep  dose  then,  bat 
keep  up  adyrc  looks,  and  be  on  the  alart. 
Twould  gricTc  mc  tu  the  heart,  did  any  harm 
befid  eitber  of  yuu." 

**  And  jK/u,  Deerslayer  1"  exclaimed  Judith, 
turning  her  hnndsomc  ftce  from  the  loop,  to 
besUiw  a  gracious  and  grateful  look  on  tl»e 
yoong  man ;  *'  do  yoa  '  keep  close,'  and  have  a 
proper  care  that  the  wrages  do  not  catch  a 
gUmpee  of  yoo  E     A  ballet  might  be  as  fatal  to 
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you,  as  to  one  of  us ;  and  llic  blow  that  fou 
felt,  would  be  felt  by  all." 

•'  No  fear  of  mc,  Juditli — no  fear  of  me.  my 
good  ga].     Do  not  look  this-a-w«y,  fclthiiug^"* 
you   look   so  pleasant  and  comely,  but  keep 
year  eyes  on  the  rock,   and  tlie  alwrct  »»■* 

the " 

Decniayer  wax  interruptcii  by  *  ilight  excl^"' 
niatioii  from  Uie  girl,  who,  in  obedience  to  I*-'*' 
burned  ge-stures,  as  mucli  as  iit  obedience  to  l»  ™ 
wonU,  bad  imnieiliately  bent  her  looks  n^*  *' 
in  tbe  opposite  direction. 

"  What  iu't  ?— wluitis'l,  Judith  }"  he  lia»t»  "■? 
demanded.    "  Is  any  thing  to  he  seen  ?** 

"  There  ia  a  man  on  tbe  rock ! — an  Ind"^*^ 
warrior,  in  his  paint,  and  armed!" 

"  Where  dun  be  wear  his  hawk's  feather  ^ 
eaj^erly  added  Deerstayer,  reUxing  his  hold    ^ 
the  line,    in  readincM   to  drift  nearer  to  t** 
place  of  rendcEvouH.     "  Is  it  fattt  to  tlie  wT^** 
lock,  or  does  be  carry  it  above  tbe  left  ear  {*' 

"  Tis  as  you  say,  above  the  left  car  ;  *" 
smilcx,  too,  and  mutters  tlie  word  'Mol"" 
«n.'  " 

'*  God  be  praised,  'tis  the  Surpent,  at  lust  ' 
exclaimed  the  young  man,  KutTfriitg  the  line  C* 
slip  through  hlx  hands,  until  bearing  a  lig^^  ^ 
bound  in  tbe  oUier  end  ofthc  craft,  be  instanl'^* 


^ ;  then,  for  '»^*.^"!'  ^  M  the  flo*t..>S 
^iy  ce^ed  »l^-;'^^::,«a  feet  from  tbe 
J«Jo«M  ^'"*^i«  protection  «§«'»' 

^  ..  j„aill.  and  Hf  1^'  ;;'     »  ihi*  i.  tl.e  >»«- 

^U:«n  chief  of  -b««'  ^"^....d,  «Ucl»  -g"f« 
C^^Ho^«  ^e  «  -  ^  ,„,  K«  -«^;- 

.«d  l,u»i  frle..d.     I  ^;     ^e  left  *=«.  «^ 
other  w»rao»««'""'5*  J 


A  ilight  scream,  and 
followed  from  the  girl ;  t 
deapenKc  effort  of  their 

(Wriy  ,„  niotion,  gliding  , 
with  a  velocity  that  wt 
enemies  at   nnughL     As 

P"^'"'^<M'riJH=  position 
««>nxwhat.pa««)a»tem., 
to  inquire  of  the  prf,  jo, 
chase. 

**  What  now.  Juditl.  ?_w 
M'njos  still  foUow.  or  are, 

Uwp.^,em?"cleman.ledl), 
fclttheropcyieJchng,«ifj, 
r«t  ahead,  and  beard  the  aci 

-fthe  girl  almost  in  the  s«m. 

"Thejrhaverajiislicdl— o 
''«ryu,|r  hiniself  in  th^  buah 

the«,  I,e  ha,  di«,,peared  ii 
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ttod  when  the  wow  luid  ahot  some  dUtance, 
>^<1  lo«t  iu  wkv,  tlicy  let  the  Anclior  dn^ 
■^Jn ;  then,  for  the  first  time  since  tiicir  meet* 
tbej  ceased  their  efforts.  An  Uie  ftoating 
now  ]hy  several  hundred  feet  from  the 
««m,  and  offered  a  complete  protection  against 
bulltCs,  there  was  no  longer  any  danger,  or  any 
motive  for  immediate  exertion. 

The  manner  in  wliidi  the  two  friends  now 
RCognised  each  other,  was  highly  cliaractcria- 
tic.  Chingach^ook,  a  noble,  tall,  handsome, 
and  athletic  young  Indian  warrior,  first  exa- 
mined his  ride  with  care,  opening  the  pan,  to 
make  sure  the  priming  was  not  wet ;  and  aa- 
aured  of  this  important  fact,  he  next  cast  (iir- 
tive  but  obserraiit  glances  around  him,  at  the 
ttnnge  habitation,  and  at  the  two  girls ;  atill 
he  spoke  not,  and  most  of  all,  did  he  avoid  the 
betnyal  of  a  womanish  curiosity  by  asking 
questions. 

"Judith  and  Hetty,'' said  Deerslayer,  with 
an  untaught,  natural  couniesy, "  this  is  tlie  Mo- 
faicui  chief  of  whom  you've  heard  nie  speak  t 
Chingacligook,  as  he  ia  called,  which  agnifiea 
tbe  Bit;  Sarpentj  so  named  for  his  wisdom, 
•nd  prudence,  and  cunning,  and  my  'arliest 
and  latest  friend.  I  kno«-'d  it  must  be  lie,  by 
the  hawk's  fcatlicr  over  the  left  ear,  most 
otlier  warriors  wearing  'em  on  the  war-lock." 
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As  De«rslayer  ceased  speaking,  he  IsuglMil* 
heartily,  excited  mora  pertiaps  by  the  delight 
of  having  got  his  firiend  safe  at  his  side,  under 
circumstances  so  trj-ing,  than  by  any  conceit 
tJiat  happened  to  cross  his  fan<ry,  and  cxhibil* 
ing  this  outbreaking  of  fcchiig  in  a  mwiocr 
that  was  «  little  rcniurkabli',  nnce  his  mcni- 
tncnt  vni!%  not  accompuiied  by  any  noi&c.  Al- 
tliuuglt  Cliingadigook  both  uodcnlood  and 
spoke  English,  lie  was  unwilling  to  comniuiu- 
cate  his  tliooglits  in  it,  like  most  Indians ;  Mid 
when  he  had  met  Judith's  coirdial  shake  of  lfc« 
band,  and  Hetty's  milder  salute,  in  the  ooor- 
tcous  manner  that  became  a  chief,  be  turned 
anay,  apparently  to  await  tlie  moment  vheo  it 
might  suit  Iiis  friend  to  enter  into  an  explua- 
tion  of  bis  future  inlmlionH,  andtogivca  nam- 
tjve  of  what  ha<l  passed  since  their  sepantioo. 
The  other  undcntucMl  his  meaning,  and  dts* 
covered  his  own  mode  of  reasoning  in  the  uait- 
tor  by  oddrcuing  the  girls. 

"This  wind  will  toon  die  away  altogether, 
now  the  sun  is  down,*'  he  said,  *'  and  itiere  ia 
no  need  of  rowing  ajt'in  it.  In  half  an  bocr«^ 
or  M  it  will  cither  be  a  flat  calm,  or  tlie  M^l 
will  come  ofi*  from  the  south  ^lore,  when  w« 
will  be^in  our  journey  back  ai;'in  to  tlie  CAstk; 
ia  the  nieimwliilc,  the  IVlawara  and  I  Mill  talk 
ovtr  matters,  and  get  correct  idecs   of 
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oOiei'j  notions  ooDsaming  the  coune  we  ought 
MUkc" 

No  ona  opposed  this  prnpoftition,  and  ibe 

P^  «ith<lren-  into  ihe  cabin  to  pre]iarG  the 

•fumg  meal,  while  the  two  young  mea  took 

t&dritata  on  the  head  of  the  MXnr,  aiul  b«gBi 

I*  oonvene.     The  dialugue  was  in  tbc  Unj^ugs 

aTlhe  Ddavares.     Ah  tliat  dialed,  hovrcvcr, 

it  bat  little  uiidrrxtood,  even  by  the  learncdi 

n  diatl,  not  only  on  this,  but  on  all  Bubas- 

qaatt  occauons,  render  such  parts  as  it  may 

be  neceaaary  to  give  cloaely,  into  liltcral  Kng- 

liab ;  praerriiig,  as  Air  lut  poniiible,  tlic  idioms 

■nd  peculiarities  of  the  respective  sfwalcen,  by 

«my  of  preaenting  the   pictures  in   the  moat 

graphic  forms  to  Ute  mtiids  of  the  readers. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  the  details 
first  related  by  Deer^yer,  who  gave  a  brief 
narrative  of  the  &cta  tliat  are  alrcwly  fiundiar 
to  tboae  who  have  read  our  pages.     In  relating 
theae  eventN,  huwcvur,  it  may  be  wdl  to  say 
that  Ute  speaker  touched  only  on  the  outlines, 
more  partiL'ubirly  abstaining  from  saying  any 
tiling  about  his  eiH>>unter  witli,  and   victory 
over  the  Iroquois,  as  well  w  to  his  own  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  deaerted  yuung  wooMn. 
When   Oeerskyer  ended,  tlie  Delmwaru   took 
op  tile  nairatiTe,  in  turn,  sjieaking  acnten^ 
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OUBI7,  and  with  great  dignity.  His  account 
was  both  cl«ar  and  short,  nor  was  it  embel- 
lished by  any  accidents  that  did  not  directly 
concern  tJie  history  of  his  departure  from  tlie 
villages  of  his  people,  and  hiw  arrival  in  the 
valley  of  tlie  Suiiquehannah.  On  reaching  the 
latter,  which  was  at  a  point  only  half  a  mile 
south  of  the  outlet,  he  had  soon  struck  a  Inil, 
which  gave  him  notice  of  the  probable  vidnity 
of  enemies.  Being  prepared  for  such  an  oe- 
ourrence,  the  object  of  the  expedition  caUliig 
him  directly  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
party  of  Iroquois  that  was  known  to  b«  out, 
he  considered  the  discovery  as  fortunate,  rather 
than  the  rei'crse,  and  took  the  usual  precaulions 
to  turn  it  to  account.  First  following  the  river 
to  its  source,  and  ascertaining  the  pOi,ttion  of 
tiic  rock,  he  met  nnotlier  trail,  and  had  actu- 
ally been  hovering  for  hours  on  the  flanks  of 
his  enemies,  watching  equally  for  an  opportu* 
nity  to  meet  his  mistress,  and  to  take  a  scalp ; 
and  it  may  be  questioned  which  he  most  ar- 
dently desired.  lie  kept  near  the  lake,  and 
occasionally  he  ventun-d  to  some  spot  when 
he  could  get  a  view  of  what  was  passing  on  in 
surface.  Tlte  ark  had  been  seen  and  watcl>e<lf 
from  the  moment  it  hove  in  sight,  though  tlis 
young  chief  was  necessarily  ignorant  ihtt  t*^ 
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vts  t3  be  the  instrument  of  efTecting  the  dc- 
irtd  jundurc  with  hin  friend.  Tlie  uiicvrtAJnty 
fi  its  movements,  snd  Uie  fact  that  it  was  un- 
^Mrtionably  managed  bjr  whit«  men,  led  liiin 
to  cmjcctare  the  truth,  hovrever,  and  he  held 
AiDwlf  in  readiaess  to  get  on  Iward  wlicncvcr 
a  witable  occaaon  nught  ofTer.  Ai  the  sun 
diev  near  tlte  horixon,  he  repaired  to  the  rock, 
where,  on  emerging  from  the  forest,  he  was 
pitified  in  finding  the  nrk  Ijring  npparcntl]^  in 
readioeas  to  receive  him.  The  manner  of  lua 
appcaimncc,  and  of  his  entrance  into  the  craft, 
is  known. 

Although  Chingachgook  had  been  closely 
watching  his  enemies  for  hours,  their  sadden 
and  dose  punuit^  oa  he  reached  the  scow,  was 
aa  much  a  matter  of  surprise  to  himself,  as  it 
had  bcea  to  his  friend.  He  could  only  account 
for  it,  by  tJie  fact  of  their  being  more  nume- 
rous than  he  had  at  first  supposed,  and  by  their 
having  out  lutrties  of  the  existence  of  which 
he  was  ignorant.  Tlieir  rc^lar,  and  permanent 
encampment,  if  tlie  word  permanent  can  he 
applied  to  the  residence  of  a  party  that  intended 
to  remain  out,  in  all  probabUity,  but  n  fevr 
weeks,  was  not  fnr  from  tlie  sjiut  where  Hutter 
and  Hurry  had  fallen  into  tlicir  hands,  and,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  near  a  spring. 


.^,.ucr    into    tlie     peci 
speaker,    "   will.      Sriri 
•X'-f  scouting  around  tliese 

tluQg  to  tell  us  of  thei 
of  these  young  women, 
somewhat  conclude,  is  th 
"  Chingachgoolc  has 
m&n,  and  a  young  wanioi 
and  the  tall  pine." 

"  You're  not  bo  much  e 
not  so  much  out.  Old  1. 
a  sartainty,  though  many  t 
hewn  out  of  hit  trunlc  yet 
Harry,  so  &r  aa  height, 
comeliness  go,  he  may  be 
the  human  forest.  We 
or,  in  any  manner  sufferi 
on  account  of  the  young  i 
to  say,  would  be  glad  to  k 
«  It  ia  no»  —    ^ 
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"  Vcs,  that  '>  red  tmtur',  and  mutl'  be 
iNnntcd  to  I  Judith  uid  Udty,  here's  mm- 
^  (mnig  tidings  for  you,  Uie  Deliwve  belling 
^U  w  iW  neither  your  father  our  Hurry  Harry 
'V  '>inM0«ring;  hat,  bntin;;  tha  Uwa  of  hbtfty. 
ff  ••doffasvrcareoureelvcs.  Uf ooar*e  tliey 
^  uc  krpt  in  the  camp ;  otlicrwiie  tltey  do  maah 
^btdwypkMC." 

^^^  "  1  ivjfjior  lo  hear  this,  Deerslayer,"    r*- 

tned  Judtih,  "  aiid  now  we  are  joined  by 

par  friend,   1   nuke  no  raatiner  of  qantion 

titat  «e  sliall  find  an  opponunity  to  ransom 

the  prisoners.     If  there  arc  any  womea  in  tlio 

amp,  I  have  articles  of  dress  that  will  catdi 

their  eyes;  and,  should  the  vorst  come  to  tlie 

wont,  wc  can  open  the  good  chest,  whieh,  I 

think,  will  be  fuund  to  hold  things  that  may 

tempt  the  chiefs." 

**  Judith,"  said  the  yoong  man,  looking  up 
at  her  with  a  sjoite,  and  an  Gxpreuion  of  earnest 
corioaity,  th*t^  spite  of  the  growing  obscurity^ 
did  not  escape  the  watcbfiil  looks  of  the  girl, 
**  can  yoa  find  it  in  your  bcait  to  part  witli 
TOOT  own  finery  to  release  prixoncrs ;  even 
tlwtigh  one  Im  your  own  father,  and  the  other 
b  yoor  sworn  suitor  and  lovyer  Y" 

The  flush  on  the  hoe  of  ttic  ^rl  woae  io 
put  iioiD  rcMototent,  hot  more  pcrbapa  6wn 


=  .  "ItbiUbeb 
itfaftt  the  time  Am  1m 
f,  was  to  IDC  the  deal 
bvt  I  begiii  to  f«el  difierentl; 
Harry  »  naagfat  to  mc^  n 
would  ghre  »U  I  cmn  to  • 
VDold  do  this,  for  bluateriag 
Ilitmr,  wbo  has  nothing  b 
leooauMttd  him,  jroa  m^  } 
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la  "Oifiee  Uwtr  twu^  id  tfcarhoHtL    Tb  m 

d   iiabonldbe— 'tttaitakMldbel  i^psHha 

^m    ^  coloon.      Woaun   vm   emtti  far  ite 

H   Attn*!,  and  is  pcrttr  nodi  nkd  hf  fatCa*.* 

■      -WnnldtbeMn^UtAtihOTfOhiri^tt 

H   ttd  I  gsTe  tbcB  afl  eorbnt  tla^l*  d»> 

H  iMiJiH   HettT,  in  her  buMocnt,  wSd,  aiaaB: 

■      "Hidr  woaco  nagfat  JwCwfii,  good  Hm»; 

Jf  jtt,  tbeir  woieBMJgtrt  totcHcn  «ilh  tack  la 

ind  in  riev.     Btf  tril   me,  Swpw*,  Imw  it  i| 

M  to  squsvB  uncwg  tbe  kaara ;   hxn  tfacy 

manygf  tbcir  on  wtaea  in  tfae  eiap  ^ 

TbcDefawOTelmrdnd  —daitoud  JA^ 

1 

be  bad  mX,  vitb  srcrted  &cc,  •ee■■^^  ■■>■■ 

^^H 

iBttivc  to  a  (BMOBtwin  vtadihskadasdnet 

^^H 

cottcem.    Tiraa  appauM  to)  howaw,   nc  ^a> 

■ 

H 

manner. 

•<  fiix,'*  be  aid.  boUbc  sp  d  Oa  fiiVm  flf 

H 

one  band,  and  tbe  ibnmb  of  tbe  Mbar  ;  **be- 

mie»  Ikk.-     The  lart  unahg  ihaijlnl  bb  h». 

^^H 

troUked;  whooi,  vith  tbepaetryaid  Iratb  of 

^ 

oabire,  be  dcacribed  by  byiogba  kaadm  la* 

uwn  heart. 

^^H 

"  Did  jaa  ms  bcr,  tJoef—AA   jva  get  a 

^ 

gKBpw  of  bcf  pfaaiant  i  iaatfani«.  «r  aam 

doae  cBoe^  to  bcr  tmr,  to  «g  in  it  ibc  aaag 

dw  lore*  M  veil  t"* 

^^^^ 

. 

iVicri'l  with  a  sn.ile  on  it 
ri;r'.v-i.jiit,ini:  j  uii;t,  niul 
neanienU,  with  a  hright  j;le; 
**  Chingachgook  heard  the 
Wah  ;  he  knew  it  ^m  the 
of  the  Iroquoia.  It  soon 
the  chirp  of  the  wren.'' 

"  Ay.tnut  B  loTyeHB  ( 
Delaware's  ear  for  all   so 
heard  in  the  woods.     I  kii' 
Judith,  but  when  young  no 
say  it  may  be  all  the  same 
too — but  when  they  get  U 
towards  each  other,  it's  w( 
sant  the  laugh  or  the  spei 
other  person.     I've   seen  gi 
ing  to  the  chattering  and  th 
girla,  as  if  it  was  church 
heard  in  the  old  Dutch  ch 
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ft*  WTer  felt  how  pleasant  it  ts  to  Usten  to  the 
lugN  of  the  girl  you  love  ■" 

"Lord  blew  you,  gal ! — why  I've  nex-er  lived 
(ot^^  Binang  my  own  colour  to  drop  into 
^tn  sort  of  fcelin's — no,  never!  I  dares  to 
■fi  liiey  ftre  rmt'nl  and  right ;  but  to  nie 
'^"^t  M  music  »o  sweet  as  the  sighing  of  tlie 
vw  in  tlie  tree  tojM,  and  t3ie  rippling  of  a 
^Vtuifrom  n  full,  s[>arkhng,  naty\'e  fouiitun 
'"  pate  fruit  water ;  ufileu,  indeed,"  he  con- 
^vtd,  dropping  his  head  for  an  instAiit  in  a 
thoughtful  manner ;  "  unless,  indeed,  it  be  the 
"f"  Btoutli  of  a  sartniri  hound,  when  I'm  on 
"istnckof  u  fat  buck.  As  for  unsartuiu  do^, 
1  an  litUe  for  their  cries,  seein*  they  arc  m 
^^J  to  apeak  when  t)i«  deer  is  not  in  sight, 
"  "hen  it  is." 

Judiib  walkcx)  slowly  and  pensively  away, 
*"  Wi  there  any  of  her  ordinary  calculating 
^^rtry,  in  tlic  light  tremulous  sigh  that, 
"•sBBWooBly  to  herself,  arose  to  her  lips.  On 
'*  Mticr  hand,  Hetty  listened  with  guileless 
"^■nd;  though  it  strnck  Iter  simple  mind  as 
**C<^i  that  the  young  mnn  should  prefer  the 
"""ly  of  the  woods,  to  the  son^s  of  girls,  or 
^^  to  the  laugh  of  innocence  nnd  joy.  Ac- 
^"'•Md,  however,  to  defer  in  most  tilings  to 
^  ^idcr,  she  soon  followed  Judith  into  the 


nJJ  but  TiefseK    "LcfT  alone, 
friend  rcxumed  Uic'ir  discourai 

*'  Has  the  young  palc-facc 
on  thix  lake ;"  demanded   thj 
courteously  waiting  for    th 
&nt. 

"  Only  since  yesterday  noor 
that  has  been  long  enough 
much." 

The  gase  that  the  Indian 
companion  was  so  keen,  thatit 
the  gathering  darkncu  of  tfai 
other  furtively  rctun>cd  his  I 
two  block  eyes  glistening  on  It 
of  the  panther,  or  those  of  I 
He  understood  the  meaning 
gaze,  and  answered  evasircly 
woulil  beat  become  tlia^mOj 
man's  gifts.  ^|H 

'n»  as  yon  suspect,  ^ 
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**g^^  on  tbe  Bnn  of  bia   friend,  he  asked  if 
tfiw*  iwri!  any  agalps  takeu. 

"Tint  I  teili  maintain,  in  the  face  of  all  the 
^''liWBrc  tribe,  old  Tanienund,  and  your  father, 
t^grnt  Uncas,  as  well  as  the  rest,  is  ag'in 
"riutegifta  !  iWy  scalp  is  on  my  head,  as  you 
*W  tee,  Sorpcnt,  and  tliat  was  the  only  acalp 
™t  WM  in  danger,  wtien  one  side  was  alto- 
P^et  Cttriatian  and  white." 

"  Did  no  warrior  fall  ? — Deerslayer  did  not 
S^  bis  name  by  being  slow  of  sight  or  clumsy 
■»h  ll«  rifle !" 

**  In  that  particular,  chief,  you  're  nearer 
'■'■Ofi,  and  therefore  nearer  being  right.  I 
•^Juy  one  Mingo  fell." 

**  A  cliief  \"  demanded  the  otlier,  with  ntart- 
^  vehemence. 

*  Nsy,  that's  more  than  I  know,  or  can  say. 
"C  yg^   artful,   and   treacherous,   and    stout- 
^**Ted,  and   may  well  have  ^iied  popidarity 
^^tagli  with  bis  people  to  he  named  tu  that 
*****«-     The  man  fou't  well,  though  his  eye 
^^'it't  quick  enough  for  one  who  had  had  his 
^**><aolinp;  in  your  company,  Delaware." 
H      ■  My  brother  and  friend  struck  the  body?" 
Wl^     That    was  uncalled  for,  seeing    that    tlie 
*»»go  died  in  my  arms.     The  truth   may  as 
*>   Ik  said,  at  once ;  he  fou't  like  a  man  of 
*"«[-  I.  N 


made  tr.e.  and  white  1  must 
"  G.oJ  I  Deersiayer  i^  b 
pale-tace  bands.  A  Delai 
the  Kalp,  umI  bang  it  on 
song  in  hix  honour,  when 
people,  llie  honour  baton 
mittt  Dot  be  loet." 

"This  is eu? tallm^ ba 
t»sf  doing.  Hie  Mtngo^s  \n 
of  his  M'nds,  and,  no  doot 
hole,  where  DeUwmre  conn 
able  to  get  at  die  Kalp." 

He  young  otao  then  gan 
cinct,  but  dear  account  of  i 
moming,  coooeaUng  nothing 
and  yet  toacJiing  on  every  thi 
with  a  carefiil  att^tion  to 
habit  of  boasting.  Chingat 
pressed  his  satisfiu^tion  at  tb 
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liodlMil  oeued,  u  woa  usual,  with  the  setting 

of  Iba  aun,  wkd  «  light  air   arose   from   the 

touth.    Tlus  change  favouring  tliu  design  of 

DetnlsyeT,  lie  lifted  hix  grapnel,  and  the  scow 

iiiiBc£ately  and  quite  pL'rccptibly  began  to  drift 

Wninbi  the  lake.     The  sail  was  set,  wiicn  the 

ootiim  of  the   croft  inoreaaed   to  a  rate  not 

■iiich  leu    that!  two  milea  in  the  hour.     As 

flit  nijwnedcd   the   necessity  of  rowing — lui 

Nt^abon  that  an  Indian  wotdd  not  be  likely 

to  dettio  ^  Deeralaycr,  Chingachguok     and 

'idi  tented  tliemsclvcs  in  the  stem  of  the 

•*•■  »hoe  the  first  governed  its  movemcnta 

Ifhtdding  the  oar.     Here  they  diseourKd  on 

''">'  future   morements,  and  on  the  means 

***  Ought  to  be  used  in  order  to  elFect  the 

"'•'ilion  of  their  friends. 

*"  this  dialogue  Judith  held  a  material  part ; 

iVlaware  readily  understanding    all    she 

while  his  own  replies  and  remarks,  both 

*^ich  were  few  and  pithy,  were  occasionally 

"^^e^ed  into  English  by  bU  friend.    Judith 

.       ftreatly  in  the  catimation  of  her  companion, 

^^  half  hour  that  followed,     frompt  of  re- 

'■^n,  and  firm  of  purpose,  her  suggestions 

%xpedicnta    partook   of   her    spirit    and 

Tp^ty,  both  of  which  were  of  a  character  to 

■"^  ferour  with   men  of  the  frontier.    The 

K  i 


ance  of  •  Siyx  ~mS  aol 
bccii  won  by  his  gailcle 
uid  of  feeling— puK  nuT^ 
respected  Iter  own  csperit 
liariiics  liod  excited  her 
a  confidence  that  had 
by  any  other  man.  Hit 
compelled  to  stand  on  thi 
intercourte  willi  men — wit 
best  known  to  herself;  but 
suddenly  thrown  into  the 
the  protection  of  a  youth, 
little  contemplated  evil  tov 
he  had  been  her  hrotlicr.  ' 
integrity,  the  poetry  and  ti 
and  even  the  qu&intness  of  ^ 
all  had  their  inlluence  and  U 
intcre»tthnt  iihe  found  as  pi 
and  deep.  Hurry's  fine  A 
had  never  coiiipenHati: 
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to  fish  and  hunt,  had  an  effect  in  produdng 

litr    present   sentiments   towards    the    young 

fDingcr.       With  them,  while  her  vanity  had 

bem   gratified,      and    )icr    self-lovo    strongly 

mlcmed,    she    Iwd    nuiny  enuscs    deeply  to 

ngTct   the    ac«]tuuntancc  —  if   not  to   moam 

OTtT  it,  in  secret  sorrow— for  it  was  impossible 

bi  one  of  her  quick  intellect  not  to  perceive 

luw  linllow  vas  the  association  between  supe- 

"ft  Will  inferior,  and  that  she  was  regarded  as 

'!»  pUything  of  an  idle  hour,  rather  than  as  an 

*^  uid  a  friend,  by  even  the  best  intentioned 

'''■I  leait  designing  of  her  scarlctM^ad  adinireni. 

''•tnlafer,  on  the  other  hand,  had  a  window 

"I  ^  breast,  through  which  the  hght  of  his 

"""esty  was  ever  shining ;  and  even  bis  indif- 

"'^''Ofl  U>  charms  that  ao  rarely  failed  to  pro- 

™*  •  nnsatioo,  piqued  the  pride  of  tlic  girl 

/^  Sire  him  an  interest  that  another,  »cem- 

^y    more  favoure<l  by  nature,    might   have 

^^  to  excite. 

I**   this  manner  half  an  hour  passed,  during 

"^O  time  the  ark  had  been  slowly  stealing 

'"**'  the  water,  the  darkness  thickening  around 

'  '■  t.V)ough  it  was  easy  to  sec  that  the  gloom 

*-i»e  forest  at  the  southern  end  of  the  Uke» 

***  getting  to  be  distant,  while  the  mountains 

^*^  lined  the  sides  of  the  beautiful  basin  were 
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ovAvhkdowing  It,    neuly  from  ude 
lliere  was,  itideed,  k  narrow  stripe 
ia  th«  centre  of  the  lake,  where  the  tlitn  liglm  * 
that  wsH  still  slie<]  ftoRt  tLe  hearens  fell  upow 
its  HurriK>e,  in  n  line  extending  north  and  south     ; 
and  along  Uiis  faint  track — a  sort  of  inverted 
milky-way,    in    wliiclt  the   obseurity  was   no'C 
quite  as  dense  as  in  other  places — the  scov^ 
held  tier  course,  tie  who  steered  well-knowing' 
that  it  led  in   the  direction  he  wixhcd   to  g9- 
Thc  reader  is  not  to  suppose,  however,  that  any 
difficulty  cotild  exist  as  to  tlic  course.     Thx^ 
would  have   been  determined  by  that  of  th^ 
air,  had  it  not  been  possible  to  distingui&h  thtf 
mountains,  as  well  as  by  the  dim  Ofwning  to  the 
soutli  which  mnrknl  the  position  of  the  valley 
jn  that  quarter,  above  the  [^in  of  tall  tree^ 
by  a  sort  of  lessened  obscurity ;  the  difTereno^ 
between  the  darkness  of  the  forest,  and  that  o^ 
tlie  night,  as  seen  only  in  the  air.     The  pecta  — 
linritics    at    length    catight    the   attcjition   cv' 
Judith  and  the  Uecralayer,  and  the  oonveji^'" 
tion  ceosei),    to  allow   each  to   gaxc  at  tl»>^ 
lolemii  stilhieas  and  deep  repose  of  nataro. 

"Tis  ft  gloomy  night,"  observed  the  px"** 
after  a  pause  of  several  minntca.  "  I  hope  i^* 
may  be  able  to  find  the  castle." 

*'  Little  fear  of  our  missing  that,  if  we  ke^s'I' 
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w>  path  in  the  middle  of  the  lak«,"  returned 

^  young  man.     "  Natur'  has  made  us  a  road 

bcR,  ud,  dim  as  it  is,  there'll  be  littJe  diffi- 

cbI^  id  following  it." 
"Do  you   hear  nothing,    Deenlaycr?       It 

Mmed  as  if  the  water  was  stirring  quite  near 

■f 
"Saruinl;  Mroething  Jid  move  tlie  water, 
oooontnon  liJce;  it  must  hav«  been  a  Eilt, 
Them  creatur'*  prey  upon  each  otlier  like  men^ 
•od  animals  on  the  land ;  one  hiu  l««ped  into 
the  air,  and  AiUcn  back  bard,  into  his  own  cle- 
ment. Tis  of  little  use,  Judith,  for  any  to 
stjire  to  get  out  of  their  elements,  since  it's 
■wtur'  to  Btajr  in  'em ;  and  natur'  will  have  its 
waf .  Ha !  that  sounds  Uke  a  paddle,  used  with 
more  than  common  caution !" 

At  this  moment,  the  Delaware  bent  forward, 
and  pointed  significantly  into  the  boundary  of 
gloom,  as  if  some  object  had  suddenly  caught 
his  eye.  Both  Deerslayer  and  JudiUi  followed 
the  direction  of  his  gesture,  and  each  got  a 
view  of  a  canoe  at  the  same  instant.  The 
g^tDpM  of  this  startling  neighbour  was  dim, 
aad,  Co  eyes  less  practised,  it  might  have  been 
OBCertun;  though  to  those  in  the  ark,  the 
object  was  evidently  a  canoe,  with  a  single 
individual  in  it;    the  tatter  standing  erect  and 
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paddling.    How  many  lay  concealed  in  its  b^' 
torn,  of  course,  could  not  be  known.    FliglB 
by  means  of  oars,  from  a  bark  canoo  impelle 
by  ngoroua  and  skilful  bands,  was  unerly 
practicable,  and  each  of  the  men  seized  his  tit 
in  expectation  of  a  conflict. 

"  I  can  eauly  bring  down  tbe  paddler,"  wbi : 
pered  Ueerslaycr,  "  but  well  first  hul  him, . 
ask  his  ar'n*d."  Then  raising  bis  voice,  9~» 
continued  in  a  solemn  manner,  "Hold  [  If  yc7< 
come  n«arer,  1  must  lire,  though  contnu^ 
my  wishes ;  and  then  svtuin  deatli  will  folIo'W. 
Stop  paddling,  and  answer  1" 

"Fire,  and  slay  «  poor,   defenceless  girl," 
returned  a  soil  tremulous  female  voice,    "  and 
God  will  never  forgive  you !    Go  your  wafi 
De«r(Iayer,  and  let  me  go  mine." 

"  Hetty  !"  exclaimed  the  young  man  asd 
Judith  in  a  breath;  and  Uic  former  sprang 
insUmtly  to  the  spot  where  lie  had  left  the 
canoe  they  had  been  towing.  It  was  gone,  and 
lie  understood  tJie  whole  affair.  As  fur  the 
fugitive,  frightened  at  the  menace,  she  ceased 
paddling,  and  remained  dimly  visible,  resemb- 
ling a  spectral  outline  of  a  hutnan  form,  stand* 
ing  on  the  water.  At  the  next  moment,  tlie 
sail  was  lowered,  to  prevent  the  ark  from  pass- 
ing the  spot  where  the  canoe  lay.     This  last 
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(Xpedient,  bowerer,  vaa  not  tnken  in  time; 
fot  the  nonientum  of  so  hciivy  a  craft,  oimI 
Ue  impulaton  of  the  air,  »oon  itet  lier  by; 
winging  Hetty  directly  to  windward,  though 
till  risible,  m  the  change  in  llie  pwuUonii  of 
^tt  tro  boats  now  placed  her  in  tliat  spedes 
of  millty.way  which  has  been  mentioned. 

**  AVhat  can  this  mean,  Judith  ?"  demanded 
Owrslaycr.  ^Tiy  has  your  sister  taken  the 
cwioe  and  left  ua  ?** 

"  You  know  she  is  feeble-oiinded,  poor  girl  t 
^A  the  baa  her  own  ideas  of  whst  ou!;ht  to  t>e 
**oic.  She  love!)  her  father  more  than  most 
*liildfen  lo«  their  parents — and  then — " 

"Tben,  what,  gal ?   This  ia a  trying  moment; 
nie  in  which  trutli  mast  be  spoken !" 

Judith  felt  8  generous  and  womanly  regret 
H  betraying  her  sister,  and  she  hesitated  ere 
ibe  spoke  again.  But  once  ntorc  urged  by 
Deerslayer,  and  conscious  her$«lf  of  all  tlie 
ri»ka  the  whole  p*rty  wa»  running  by  the  in- 
discretion of  Hetty,  she  could  refrain  no 
longt^r. 

*'  Him  I  fear,  poor  ireak-winded  Hetty  hoa 
not  been  altogether  able  to  see  the  ranity,  and 
nudncsx,  and  folly,  that  lie  hid  behind  the 
bwidsome  face  ftnd  &ne  form  of  Hurry  Itarry. 
She  talki  of  him  in  ber  sleep,  and  sometimes 

H  S 
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bctisys   tlie   iRciination   in  bcr 
menu." 

**  You  lliink,  Ju<lit]i,  Uiat  your  sister  u  no 
bent  oil  some  mad  scheme  to  sorvc  her  f&the 
knd  Hurrjr,  n'ltich   will,  in  nil  likelihood,  gii 
Uicm  nptylcSi  the  Mingon,  tlw  oiutcrstiip  of 
canoe  i" 

"  Stidi,  I  fetor,  will  tnm  out  to  be  th«  fae 
Ueerslayer.  Poor  Hetty  hux  hurilly  sufBcic 
cunning  to  outwit  a  flavage.** 

All  tliis  while  the  csnoe,  with  the  form 
Hetty  erect  in  one  end  of  it,  was  dimly  per— 
oq)tiblQ ;  though  tl>e  greater  drift  of  the  ark 
rendered  it  atea«h  instant  less  and  leas  distinct. 
It  was  evident  no  time  wils  to  be  lost,  lest  it 
sliould  altogetlier  diiiap|ie.ir.    The  rifles  wer< 
now  laid  aside  as  useless;  and  then  tb«  two 
men  seized  the  oars,  and  began  to  sweep  the 
head  of  the  stcow  round  in  the  direction  of  the 
canoe.     Ju<lith,  accustomed  to  the  uffice,  fle* 
to  Uie  otlier  end  of  the  arlc,  and  placed  beraetf 
at  what  might  he  called  the  helm.    Hetty  took 
the  alarm  at  tliese  preparations,  which   could 
not  he  made  without  noise,  and  started  off  hkc 
a  bird  that  had  been  auddenly  put  up  by  the 
approach  of  unexpected  danger. 

As    Deerslayer   and   his  companion   roved 
witli  the  energy  of  those  who  felt  tl>e  neccasity 
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of  kti^u,^  every  nerve,  «td  Hetty's  strer^tli 

«**  iopMred  by   a  nen'oun  detire  to  escape, 

ue  chne  would  have  quickly  terminated  in  the 

'^'PtiiiT  of  the  fugitive,  bad  not  the  giri  made 

^"^  short  and  uulooketl-for  deriationi  in 

Wrooarac.  These  tomuigs  gave  her  dme,  and 

loqr  hid  also  the  effect  of  gradually  bringing 

bstb  canoe  and  ark  within   the  deeper  glooai, 

art  by  the  shadows  from  the  hills,     lliey  alw 

psdoally  increased  the  distance  between  the 

Aigitive  and  her  pursuers,  until  Judith  called 

oat  to  her  companions  to  cease  rowing,  for  she 

had  comjiletely  lost  sight  of  the  canoe. 

When  tills  mortifying  announcement  was 
made,  Hetty  was  actually  so  near  as  to  ander- 
btand  every  sellable  her  sister  uttered ;  though 
the  Utter  lisd  uu:d  ilie  precaution  of  speaking 
■■  low  aa  circumstance*  would  allow  her  tu  do, 
and  to  make  herself  heard.  Hetty  stopped 
paddling  at  the  xame  moment,  and  waited  the 
reatdt  with  an  impatience  tiiat  wait  hreatlilcss, 
equally  from  her  late  exertions,  and  her  desire 
to  land.  A  dead  silence  immedtitaly  fell  on 
the  lalce ;  daring  which  tiic  three  in  the  ark 
were  using  their  senses  differently,  in  order  to 
detect  the  positioa  of  the  cwioe.  Judith  leant 
forward  to  listen,  in  the  hope  of  catching  some 
■oood  that  might  betny  tlic  direction  in  which 
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™<li  it  lay  there  near  an  honr,  in  waiting  for 

^  expected  approach  of  Hetty ;    who,  it  ma 

^"Xight,  wonld  make  the  best  of  her  my  to 

^■pot,  as  soon  as  she  beliered  herself  re- 

fiSTad  from  die  danger  of  porsnit.    No  sneoess 

■nrinled  thia  Kttle  blockade  however ;  nddm- 

^ipesrsnce  nor  sound  denoting  die  passage  frf 

t&e  canoe.     Disapptunted  at  this  &ilnre,  and 

coosGums  of  the '  importance  of  gettii^  poaaes- 

aoa  (A  the  fortress,  befixre  it  coold  be  aeixed 

by  the  enemy,   Deerslayer  now  took  his  way 

towards  tiie  castk,  with  the  ^prehennon  that 

ill  his  foresight  in  securing  the  canoes  vonld 

be  defeated  by  this  nngoarded   and  alarming 

norement  on  the  part  of  the  feeble-minded 

Hetty. 


CIIA 

" But  «b( 

""TnwJitgiVetoeilb, 

M«l.ltl«confu«dwo 


Pbab,  a»  mach  u  c 
Hetty  to  ceaw  paddlinj 

herpureuersdidnotkn 
to  proceed.    She  remain 

«k  had  pulled  in  near  tl 

been  reUted  in  the  p„ 

She  resumed   the  paddl 

strokes  made  the  best  of 

western  shore.   In  order 

>>oweTer.  who,  she   ritrh. 
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^^   result  of  a  desire  ta  rscape ;  for,   feeble 

^^'idndas  she  wu,   Ilctt}'  HutUn-Iud  •  good 

^^  of  that  iostinctive  caotion  which  so  often 

*^p*  those  whom  God  has  thus  nsited  from 

"■*!».     She  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  import- 

^>ce  of  keeping  the  canoes  from  billing  into  the 

"knds  of  die   Inxjnois;  and    long  famiUimtf 

*iUi  the  Jake  had  suggested  one  of  the  sitn[dest 

expedients  hy  which   this  great  object  could  he 

fttdcred  compatible  with  her  own  purpose. 

The  point  in  qoestioD  was  the  first  projection 
Aa  offered  on  that  side  of  the  lake,  where  a 
ano^  if  set  adrift  u-ith  a  southerly  air,  would 
Aukt  dear  of  the  land,  and  where  it  would  be 
w>  gnat  violation  of  probabilities  to  suppose  it 
might  ercn  hit  the  castio;  the  latter  lying 
above  it,  almost  in  a  direct  line  with  the  wind. 
Such  then  was  Hetty's  intention;  and  she 
landed  on  the  citrcmity  of  tlie  gravelly  point, 
beoeatl)  an  ovcrhan£;ing  oak,  with  the  express 
intention  of  shoving  the  canoe  off  from  the 
shore,  in  order  that  it  might  drift  up  towards 
her  father's  insoUited  abode.  She  knew,  too, 
firom  the  logs  that  occasionally  floated  a)>uut 
the  lake,  that  did  it  miss  the  castle  and  ita 
appendages,  tliat  the  wind  would  be  likely  to 
ehange  before  the  canoe  could  reach  the  nortV 
era  extremity  of  the  lake,  and  chat  Deendayer 


g*M«.   In  all  this,  toe 

h  ony  chain  of  naac 
the  laiter  often  suppl 
»n  hum«n  lyings,  ^ 

office  for  Bnimala  of  U 

■^e  girl  was  quiie 

">  the  point ;  tlie  dii 

equally  detaining  her; 

wniLc  gravelly  hcacb,' I 

the   canoe  adrift    in   t 

While  in   the  act  of  p 

beard  low  roicea,  tliat 

■mong  the  trtcs  beliin. 

"Mxpeeted  danger,  Hel 

springing  into  the  canoe 
«ft*y  in  flight,  wlwn  sh 
nwed  the  tone,  of  J„di 
Bending  forwa«J,  no  v 
^  direetly.  they  evid 
■••torj  and  Uieii  she  un, 
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«U  tbe  ocnilct  desire  ;  the  canoe  wss  shored  off 
>Bto  (lie  lake,  leaving  its  late  occupant  alone  on 
■^  Damtr  strand. 

^ha  this  act  of  srlf-devotion  vn  perform'* 

tl.  Ilmjr  did   not  retire.     The  foliage  of  the 

^rrliingiog  trees  and  bushes  would  hare  al- 

"■OH  concealed  her  person,    had  there   been 

lijitj  but  in  that  obscurity  it  was  utterly  im- 

POWiblc  to  discover  any  object  thus  shaded,  at 

*w  disUnce  of  a  few  feet.     Flight,   too,  was 

PCffertly  easy,  as  twenty  steps  would  effectually 

'"''y  her  in  the  forest.     She  remained,   thcre- 

'**'©,  watching  witli  intense  anxiety  the  result 

**  her  expedient,  intending  to  call  tbe  attention 

**  tlie  others  to  the  canoe  with  her  Toke, 

ihouU  they  appear  to  pass  without  observing 

<^    The  ark  approached  under  its  sail  again  ; 

Dtaihyer  standing  in  its  bow,  with  Judith 

■tar  hitn,  and  the  Delaware  at  the  helm.     It 

tDoId  seem  that,  in  the  buy  below,  it  hud  got 

too  dow  to  tlie  shore,  in  tlie  lingering  hope  of 

iDtereqiting  Ketty ;  for,  as  it  came  nearer,  the 

latter  distinctly  heard  the  directions  that  the 

young   roan  forward  gave  to  his  companion  in 

order  to  clear  the  point. 

*'  Lay  her  head  more  off  the  shore,  Dela- 
ware," said  Deerslnyer,  for  the  third  time, 
^waking  in  English^  that  his  fair  ooinpuuoa 


3S2 


TOE   DBBHSLAYCB. 


migbt  nndemtand  his  worda ;  **  Uy  her  fatid 
well  off  sliore.  We  hvn  got  cmba^d  bne^ 
and  needs  k«t>p  the  muit  clear  of  the  tites- 
Juditli,  Uiere's  a  canoe!" 

The  l)ut  wurds  were  uttered  with  great  tar' 
itestiies!!,  and  Deenlayer's  hand  vaa  on  fai^ 
rifle  ere  they  were  fDurly  out  of  his  tDoudt'- 
BuC  the  tTQtli  flashed  on  Uie  mind  of  the  quU— ~ 
wilted  girl,  and  ithe  inittantly  told  her  eonp*'  — 
nion  Uiat  the  boat  miut  be  that  in  whicb  b(^^ 
sister  had  fled. 

**  Keep  the  scow  straight,  Delaware;  steer i^* 
Mtrniglit  as  your  bullet  flies  wlten  sent  ag^  ^^ 
buck ;  tliere^ — I  have  it." 

The   canoe   was    sciaicd,    and    immediaWl^^ 
secured   again   to   the   side  of  the  tirk.     A^C 
the  next  moment  the  sail  was  lowered, 
the  motion  of  the  ark  arrested  by  menu  i^ 
the  oars. 

"  Hetty  !"  called  ont  Judith,  concern,  e**^"^ 
affection  betraying  itself  in   lier  tones;    ** 
you  within  hearing,  sixter— for  God's  soke 
swer,  and  let  me  heur  the  sound  of  your  tds' 
ag&in  !  Hetty  !— dear  Hetty !" 

**  I'm  here,  Judith — here,  on  tlic  shore, 
it  will  be  useless  to  follow  me ;  as  1  will  Id 
in  the  woodB." 

"  Oh  1  Hetty,  wliat  is't  you  do  I  Kememb 
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^dnwing  nrar  midnis^ht,  and  that  the  woods 
in  filled  with  avages  and  wild  beuU  \" 

"  Ndtber  will  harm  «  poor  half-wiUcd  girl, 
Jaditb.  God  is  u  much  with  mc,  here,  as  he 
■oold  be  in  the  mrk,  or  in  the  hat.  I  am  going 
■Bhdptnf  &th«r  and  poor  Hurry  Harry;  who 
*>n  be  tortured  and  slaiii,  unlets  some  one 
owes  for  tliem." 

"  We   all  care   for  them,     and  intend   to- 

"OTTow  to  aend  them  a  flag  of  truce,   to  bu^ 

^^r  ransom.     Come  back  then,  sister ;  trust 

"*   Vm^  wbo  hare  better  heads  than  yon,  and 

•*>o  will  do  all  we  can  for  fiither." 

**  I  know  your  head  is  better  than  mine, 
'ttfltth,  for  mine  is  rery  weak,  to  be  sure ;  but 
■  ttiust  go  to  fiulier  and  poor  Hurry.  Do  you 
■*>d  Decf^yer  keep  the  castle,  dster;  Icaro 
<ttemthehai>dsof  Uod." 

"  6od  b  with  aa  all,  Hetty — in  the  cmstle,  or 
Oa  the  shore — &tber  as  well  as  ouiselfes ;  and 
il  is  nnful  not  to  tnist  to  his  goodness.  You 
(SO  do  uotfaing  iu  the  dark ;  will  lose  your  way 
ia  the  forest,  and  perish  for  want  of  food." 

**  God  will  not  let  that  happen  to  a  poor 
child  that  ^oc3  to  serve  h«r  father,  sister.  I 
most  try  and  find  the  savages." 

"  Come  back,  for  this  niglit  only ;  in  the 
morning,  we  will  put  you  ashore,  and  leare  you 
to  do  aa  you  may  think  righL" 


rnS    DBBRSLAYBR. 

"  Yoo  say  so,  Judith,  and  you  Ihink  so  ; 
you  would  not.  Your  heart  would  soften,  i 
you'd  see  tomahan-ks  and  scalpitij^-knivot  in 
the  air.  Bcndes,  I've  got  a  tiling  to  tcll  the 
Indian  chief,  that  will  answrer  all  our  wi^JMs; 
and  I'm  airaid  1  may  forget  it,  if  I  doti't  teU  it 
to  him  at  once.  You'll  see  that  he  will  let 
father  go,  as  noon  as  he  hrani  it !" 

"  Poor  Hetty !  >Vhat  can  you  say  to  a  fe- 
rocious savs^,  that  will  be  likely  to  change  his 
bloody  purpose!" 

<*  That  which  will  lighten  him,  and  makt 
him  let  fethcr  go,''  returnnl  the  simple-minded 
girl,  positively.  "  You'll  see,  sister :  yooTI 
see,  how  noon  it  will  bring  him  to,  like  a  gentle 
child!" 

"  Will  you  tell  me,  Hetty,  what  you  intend 
to  say  ?"  asked  Deerslay«r ;  "  I  know  the 
savages  well,  and  cnn  form  some  tdec  how  far 
fair  words  will  be  Ukdy,  or  not,  to  work  oB 
their  bloody  nattir's.  If  it's  not  suited  to  llM 
gifts  of  a  rcd-skiti,  'twill  be  of  no  use ;  for 
reason  goes  by  gifts,  as  well  as  conduel," 

"Well,  then,''  answered  Hetty,  dropjung 
her  voice  to  a  low,  coolidcntia]  tone ;  for  the 
stillness  of  the  night,  and  the  nearness  of  the 
ark  pcrmitt<-d  her  to  do  this,  and  still  to  be 
heitril.  "  Well,  then,  DeersU}-cr,  aa  you  seem 
n  good  and  honest  young  man,  I  will  tell  yH> 
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1  mtu  ikoC  to  ny  *  word  to  mbj  of  tfa*  i 

nitil  I  get  &oe  to  fuse  with  their  head  dud^  let 

>^  p^kguc  me  with  u  muij  qpeetioin  m  they 

phue;  no— rtl  aniiwer  none  «f  then,  vpkm 

>i  bt  to  tclt  them  to  leu)  mc  to  their  wiMit 

<t>tn.    Then,  Doerslaftr,  rU  tdl  him  thM  God 

*)U  not  forgive  marder,  uid  thefts ;  and  tfau 

■  fttber  and  llurry  did  go  after  the  Kalpe  of 

"C  Irvqutus,  lie  miut  return  f;ood  for  evil,  for 

"*  tlie  Bible  oommands,  die   be  wLU   go  into 

''Vtlaiitiag  punishment.    When  be  bear*  tUa, 

'Ad  feels  it  to  he  true,  u  leel  it  tie  most  t  bow 

^ng  wi)]  it  be   before  he  sends  father,    and 

^Urry,   wid  me,   to  the  khore,   oppoaie  the 

^atle ;  telling  us  all  tbree  to  go  our  way  in 

Tbe  ta&t  question  was  put  in  a  triumpliant 
Ouincr;  and  tlien  the  simple-minded  girl 
liughcd  at  the  impression  site  never  doubted 
ihtt  her  project  had  mode  on  her  auditors. 
Deerslsyer  uiu  dumb-founded  at  tlus  proof  of 
goiJeless  feebleness  of  mind;  but  Judith  bad 
juddenly  bcthoo^ht  ber  of  a  means  of  coun- 
teracting tliis  wild  project,  by  acting  on  the 
very  feebngs  tlmt  had  given  it  birth.  Without 
adverting  to  the  closing  question,  or  the  luugh, 
therefore,  she  hurriedly  called  to  her  sinter  by 
naioe,  as    one   suddenly   impressed    with  the 


■'''■■       ^ 
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'^  *ny,  tnftking  it  nearlir  morning  before  ih« 
KAt  htf  reouUectlon  in  sleep.  UeenlAyvr  Uid 
w  Delaware  took  their  rest  in  th«  ark,  wliere 
*•  tia&  leave  Aam  enjoying  the  deep  h1c«])  of 
the  lioaeat,  the  hnlthfu)  and  fearlcn,  to  rv- 
tnm  10  the  girl  wc  have  loat  seen  in  Uie  mid&t 
of  the  forest, 

niien  Hetty  left  the  aliore,  she  took  her  way 
tinheattatiiigly  into  the  woods,  with  a  nervous 
apprdicnsion  of  being  followed.  Luckily,  this 
coone  was  the  best  site  coul<l  have  tut  on  to 
effect  her  own  pufi>U!te,  since  it  wm  the  only 
oDB  that  led  her  from  tlic  point.  The  night 
vms  to  intensdy  dark,  beneath  the  branches  of 
the  trees,  thai  bet  progress  was  very  slow, 
and  the  direction  site  went  altogctlicr  a  matter 
of  chance,  after  the  first  few  yards.  TIm:  fonna* 
tioo  of  the  ground,  however,  did  not  permit 
b«T  to  deviate  Cu  from  the  lino  in  whidi  sl>e 
desired  to  proceed.  On  one  hand,  it  was  soon 
bounded  by  the  aocliiity  of  tlie  hill ;  while  the 
lake,  on  the  other,  aen'cd  as  a  guide.  For  two 
hours  did  Uiis  single-lienrted  an<l  simple-minded 
girl  toU  through  tlte  mazes  of  Uie  lort-st;  soroO' 
times  finding  herself  on  the  brow  of  tlie  bank 
tb4t  bounded  the  water,  and  at  others  stnig- 
gtiiig  up  an  ascent  that  warned  her  to  go  no 
Luther  in  that  direction,  siooe  it  nocessariiy 


L 


I  period  mentioned,  slic  i 

iudispensaUe  ;  and  she 

bed,  with  the  readiness 

whom  the  wilderness  pn 

*^non.    She  knew  the 

through   all  the  adjaca 

that  prcTed  on  the  hon 

and  of  dangerou  serpei 

none.    These  facta  had  I 

ftther;  and  whaterer  h« 

«t  all,  it  received  so  confi 

no  nneasiDess  from  any 

To  her  the  sablimity  of  i 

"he  was  placed  was  soothi 

ing;  and  she  gathered  a  i 

ranch  indifference  to   tht 

would  have  driven  the  t 

tirely  from  the  minds  of 

if  nh*  ti<»4  k.u. 
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**"«»it  the  hoiuble  pile,  eUsped  her  raifted  band* 
"<  ID  itdtade  of  deep  deTOtioti,  lutd  in  •  loft, 
'<'',  but  audible  voioe,  repeated   the    Lord's 
ffijw.    This  was  followed  by  those  sitrn»le  an<I 
ifwout  vcrars,  so  familiar  to  childrcD,  in  which 
*i>e  recommended  her  soul  to  God  altould  it 
Ik  called  away  to  another  state  of  exititenoe,  er« 
die  return  of  moniing.  Thisi  duty  done,  nhe  lay 
dowoaitd  disposed  herself  to  sleep.  The  attire  of 
(lie  prl,  ibougb  suited  to  tlie  season,  was  suf- 
GdcDtly  warm  for  all  ordinary  purposes ;  but 
ibe  forest  is  ever  cool,  and  Uie  nights  of  tliat 
eieraled  region  of  country  Ii^ve  always  a  fresh- 
ness about  litem,  that  renders  clothing  more 
neoessary  than  b  eommouly  the  case  in  the 
mmmers  of  a  low   latitude.    This  bml   been 
fijrtaeien  by  Hcttr,  who  had  brought  with  licr  a 
coaiM  heary  mantJe,  which,  when  laid  over  her 
body,  answered  all  the  useful  purposes  of  a 
blanket.    Hius  protcctc<l,  she  dropped  asleep 
in  a  few  minutes,  as  tranquilly  as  if  watched 
over  by  Ibc  guardian  care  of  that  mother,  who 
had  so  recently  been  taken  from  her  for  ever — 
affording,  in  this   {Mrltcular,  a    roost  striking 
contra-Ht  between  tier  own  humble  couch,  and 
the  sleepless  pillow  of  her  sister. 

Hour  passed  after  hour,  in  a  tranquillity  as 
undisturbed  and  a  rest  as  sweet  as  if  angi-ls 
vol-  I.  o 


I 


tTQVs.  tajinL'   on   their  lid 
ln:i!. rice's  'A  a    ^imnle^'s 
usual  summons  to  awake 
was  up  ere  the   nya  of 
sammits  of  tbe  moontaiiu 
non,  her  latigne  had  beei 
rest  was  so  profound,  tltat  i 
ings  ^iled  of  their  effecL 
in  her  sleep,  threrr  an  aim 
gently  as  an  infant  in  its  cr 
bered.     In  making  this  oi 
her  hand  fell  on  some  objc 
and  in  the  half  onconsaoos 
lay,  she  connected  the  arc 
habits.  At  the  next  momen: 
made  on  her  side,  as  if  a  i 
thrusting  its  snout  beneadi 
force  her  position  ;  and  thei 
of  "  Judith,"  she  awoke. 
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ntoation,  llettj  perceived  a  cub  of  the  con- 
Bon  .^roericwi  brown  bear,  bHlancing  iUell*  on 
Hi  hinder  legs,  and  atill  looldng  towards  her 
as  if  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  sale  to  trtut 
ttaelf  near  ber  person  again.  The  first  impulse 
of  iletty,  who  had  been  inistre&s  of  sererBl  of 
tiuH  cubs,  was  to  run  and  scixe  tiw  little  ciea- 
tare  as  a  prize,  but  a  low)  growl  warned  her  of 
the  danger  of  such  a  procedure.  Uecoiling  a 
few  Bteps,  the  ^rl  looked  hurriedly  round,  and 
peroeind  the  dam  watching  her  movements, 
with  fiery  exes,  at  no  great  distance.  A  hoUow 
tree^  that  had  onra  been  the  home  of  bee^ 
havii^  rec-ently  fallen,  the  mother,  with  two 
more  cubs,  was  feasting  on  the  dainty  food  that 
that  this  accident  liad  placed  within  her  reach ; 
while  the  first  kept  a  jealous  eye  on  the  aitua- 
tion  of  iu  truant  and  reckless  young. 

It  would  exceed  all  tlie  means  of  human 
knowledge  to  pretend  to  anolyxe  the  influeooea 
that  govern  the  acts  of  the  lower  animals.  On 
this  oooa^on,  the  dam,  though  proverfnally 
fierce  when  its  young  is  thought  to  be  in 
danger,  nuinifested  no  intention  to  attack  the 
girL  It  quitted  the  honey,  and  advanced  to  a 
place  within  twenty  feet  of  her,  where  it  rwsed 
itself  on  its  hinder  legs,  and  bahmccd  its  body 
to  a  sort  of  angry,  growUng  discontent,  hut 

o  2 


eyes,    repeated 
iiiglit.      This   ne. 
result  of  alarm  ;  I 
neglected  to  perfo 
the  return  of  cons 
busiaesa  of  the  da 
her  knees,  the  beai 
and  collecting  its 
them  to  draw  thor 
was  delighted  with  1 
an  animal  that  haa  b 
tation  for  the  gentl 
would  quit  its  nioth< 
in  wantonness,  she  ft 
catch  it  up  in  her  an 
admonished  by  ths 
matid  sufficient  not 
project  in   ezecutio 
errand  among  the  hi! 
from  •■*'"  — 
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I  tbort  dtjUftce  behind  her;  app*- 
ndy  wmtching  erciy  morciarot,  u  if  they  bad 
I  neir  interest  in  all  she  did. 

In  this  manner,  escorted  br  the  dan  and 
calx,  the  girl  proceeded  nearly  a  mil^  thrice 
tlie  distance  she  had  been  able  to  adDere  m 
the  darkness,  during  Uk  same  period  of  tirae. 
She  then  reached  a  brook  that  bad  dog  a  cbaa- 
nel  for  itself  into  the  earth,  and  went  brawling 
into  the  Ukc,  between  steep  and  high  banki, 
covered  with  trees.  Here.  Hetty  perfonned 
her  ablutions ;  then  drinking  of  the  pure 
mountain-water,  she  went  her  way,  refreshed 
and  U^hter  of  heart,  still  attended  by  her  singu- 
bx  eompaaions.  Her  course  now  lay  aloi^  • 
broad  and  nearly  level  terrace,  whidi  stretcbed 
from  the  top  of  the  bank  that  bounded  th« 
water,  to  a  low  acelirity  that  rose  to  a  second 
and  irregular  ptatfonn  above.  This  was  at  a 
part  of  the  valley  wherv  the  mountains  ran 
obliquely,  furoting  the  commcnectncnt  of  a 
plain  tliat  spread  between  the  hills,  southward 
of  the  sheet  of  water.  Hetty  knew  by  tliia 
ctrcomstanoc,  tliat  she  was  getting  Dew  to  tbe 
encampment,  and  tkad  she  not,  the  bean  would 
twYfl  given  her  warning  of  the  vicinity  of 
human  beings.  SnufRng  the  air,  the  dam 
lefosed  to  foUow  any  further,  though  the  girl 


i^  »o  more  tfci,  ^ 
«»«««««.  of  (fce,^ 

*^ 'f'O  «opped  her^  . 

Jod-th-.i^ter  bright 

»«  melody  it«lf.„d^^ 

"«-  J^  .11  the  „buked 
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^Tta  and  mothen,  is  by  no  means  tuiccHnmOD. 

lu  iLis  partictiUr,  the  original  owners  of  the 

toulTf  were  not  unlike  their  more  ciTilixed 

MBMuon  ;  nalwre  iippcaritig  to  h&vc  bestowed 

that  delicacy  of  mien  and  outline  that  fonnit 

w  great  a  cliarm  in  the  youthful  female,  hut 

of  which  tlicy  are  so  early  deprired  ;  and  thnt 

too,  a«  much  hy  the  ItabiU  uf  domestic  life,  as 

£rom  any  other  caune. 

The  girl  who  bad  so  suddenly  arrested  tlie 
•taps  of  Hetty  was  drcsoed  in  a  cilioo  nuntJe, 
that  effectually  prutecte«l  all  tlie  upper  put  of 
her  person,  while  a  short  petticoat  of  blae 
doth  edged  with  gold  laoe,  tltat  fell  no  lower 
than  her  kn«es,  leggings  of  the  some,  and 
moccasins  of  deer-&kin,  completed  her  attire. 
Her  linir  fell  itt  lung  dark  bfai<lii  down  her 
shoulders  and  back,  and  was  parted  abore  a 
low  smooth  forehead,  in  a  way  to  soften  the 
eiprcsswn  of  eyes  tli«t  were  full  of  archness 
and  natural  feehng.  Her  face  was  01,'al,  with 
delicate  features;  the  teeth  were  eren  and 
white,  white  the  mouth  expressed  a  melancholy 
tenderness,  as  if  it  wore  this  peculiar  meaning 
in  intuitive  perception  ofthc  late  of  a  being  who 
was  doomed  from  birth  to  endure  a  woman's 
sodcrings  rdieved  by  a  woman's  affections.  Her 
voio^Mhailwwaiready  JBtimatwIjyaj  wftu 


•ntoEngliJ,,  „,^^j 
In  a  word,  thia  wai 

"««   suspicion,,    WM 

«raundtl,cenc«„p„er 
"xfulgencc  wm  i„  ,^ 

I«%ofthcred.a,^ 

"jer,  that  I,er  trail  «.„! 

Jho  event  of  flight.     I 

Jeml,J,.tthcIro<,uo«. 
^  b.«er  eo  c^I  then,,  , 
oftheprexinityof^ 

thW^Lcdidnotknourh, 
It '"  not  cwy  to  , 

most  »df.,,osscs5io„  «  t 
'"&  tJ'epalo.faceorthe, 
•  Jmle  surprised.  \Va],.t, 
'""'"S  ^  "ix-ilc,  «nd  ft, 
"e^ng  consc(i,N>„cc,   «, 
«c-*ns   to  nrm  tJ.cm.     H 
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^tiidi  she  spoke  in  the  usual  abbreviated 
■ouner  of  an  Indian,  but  fluently,  and  without 
my  of  the  ordinary  reluctance  of  her  people. 

"Where  go?"  repeated  Wah-Ul-Wah,  ns 
taniiog  (he  smile  of  Hetty,  in  her  own  gentle 
winaiiif  niAnner;  "  tcickeJ  n-nrriur,  thaMt-vray 
— yood  warrior,  far  off." 

"  What's  your  naine  f"  asked  Hetty,  with 
the  simplicity  of  a  child. 

"  Wah-ta  !-Wah.  1  no  Mingo— good  Dela- 
ware— Ycngecsc  friend.  Mingo  verycruel,  and 
love  itcalp  for  blood — Delaware  love  him  for 
honour.    Come  here,  where  no  eyes." 

Wah-ta  !-Wali  now  led  her  compaiiton  to- 
wards the  lake,  dexocnding  tlie  Itank  so  M  to 
place  its  overhanging  treex  and  bushes  between 
them  and  any  probable  observers ;  nor  did  she 
stop  until  tliey  were  both  seated  side  by  side, 
on  a  fallen  log,  one  end  of  wliicli  actually  Uy 
bnried  in  the  water. 

"  ff'Ag  you  come  for?**  tlie  young  Indian 
then  eagerly  inquired ;  "  tcAere  you  come 
fnm?" 

Hetty  told  her  tale  in  her  own  simple  and 
tnth-toving  manner.  She  oxpUined  the  situa- 
tioD  of  her  father,  and  slated  her  desire  to 
serre  htm,  and,  if  possible,  to  procure  his 
rdease. 

03 
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time,  and  lie  no  hoy — 1 
want  tij  be  told  Iniquoi- 
kiiife,  and  rifle.      Why 
seize  me  by  h^r,  and 
girl?" 

"You!"   said  Hetty, 
horror ;  "  did  be  seise  ym 
you !" 

"  Why  no  ?  Delaware 
as  Mingo  scalp.     Govern 
Wicked  t'ing  for  pale-fu 
gifts,  as  the  good  Deerslay 

"  And  do  you  know  thi 
Hetty,  colouring  with  di 
forgetting  her  regrets  at 
influence  of  this  new  fee! 
too.  He  is  now  in  the 
a  Delaware,  who  is  called 
bold   and   handsome  wan 
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(■er  jet-black  eyea.  Ridsing  a  finger  in  an  atti- 
tude of  verning,  she  dropped  her  voice,  already 
*o  toft  and  sweet,  nearly  to  a  whbper,  as  she 
Continued  the  diBDOurse. 

"  Chingachgook  1"  returned  the  Delaware 
Sirl,  sighing  out  the  harsh  name,  in  sounds  so 
*ofily  guttural,  as  to  cause  it  to  reach  the  ear 
**j  melody.  "  His  fether,  Uncas — great  chief 
of  the  Mahicanni — next  to  old  Ttimenund  ! 
Ikjore  as  warrior,  not  so  much  grey  hair,  and 
less  at  council-fire.     You  know  Serpent?'' 

"  He  joined  us  hist  evening,  and  was  in  the 
ark  with  me,  for  two  or  three  hours  before  I 
left  it.  I'm  afnud.  Hist — "  Hetty  could  not 
pronounce  the  Indian  name  of  her  new  friend, 
bat  having  heard  Deerslayer  give  her  this 
familiar  appellation,  she  used  it  without  any  of 
the  ceremony  of  civilized  life;  "I'm  afraid. 
Hist,  he  has  come  after  scalps,  as  well  as  my 
poor  father  and  Hurry  Harry  !" 

"  Why  he  should'n't,  ha  ?  Chingachgook  red 
warrior,  very  red — scalp  make  his  honour — be 
sure  he  take  him." 

"  Then,"  said  Hetty,  earnestly,  "  he  will  be 

as  wicked  as  any  other.     God  will  not  pardon 

in  a  red  man,  what  he   will  not  pardon  in  a 

white  man." 

"  No  true,"  returned  the  Delaware  giri,  with 


Halp  on  a  pule  I  ChinJ 
ica)[),  grandfatticr  take  sd 
sc»lp;  anil  Cliiii|^cligi>oli 
01  he  can  cnrry  liimsolf !"  I 

"  Thcn^  Hist,  liis  sWJ 
terrible  to  tliiiik  of!  No  I 
hope  to  Iw  for^ren." 

"  No  cruel — plenty  for 
t»  UWaIi,  stamjung  ber  Utj 
straiiil,  and  shaking  her  he 
how  completely  feminine  fe 
pects  had  gotten  the  hette 
in  nnothcr.  "  1  tell  you,  9 
home  this  time  with  four, 

"  And  18  that  hia  cm 
really  come  all  tliis  distant 
and  volley,  rivers  and  lal 
rdloW'CreatureA,  and  do  M 

This  question  at  once  ■ 
ire  of  the  half-of 
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I 
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4i''f\>eri;  then  she  gazed  wi»tfu!l_v  into  the 
(ice  of  her  attentive  cumpnnion  ;  after  wliich, 
"*  Exhibition  of  girlish  wKjuelry  luid  vomant)' 
'<»«ftg  tenDinatcd  by  her  covering  her  face  with 
^^  her  hands,  and  laughinj;  in  a  strain  that 
^iglil  well  be  termed  the  melody  of  the  wooda. 
^*tad  of  diicoTcrr,  however,  soon  put  a  «top 
,^  this  uirre  exhibition  of  feeling,  and  remov- 
^g  her  hands  tliis  emtiirc  of  impulses  gased 
^^un  wisUully  tJilo  the  face  of  hcj-  com|)anion, 
^  if  inquiring  how  far  she  might  trust  a  atran- 
^cr  with  her  aecret.    Although   Hetty  had  no 
Claio)  to  her  sister's  extraordinar]-  beauty,  many 
Uioiight  her  countenance  tiic  most  winning  of 
tiie  two.     It  expressed  all  the  undisguised  sin- 
cerity  of  her  cluiracter,  and  it  was  totally  fre« 
from  any  of  the  unplcaunt  pliysicu]  nccompa- 
ttimcnta  tliat  so  freqticntly  attend  meiita]  inil>C- 
cility.     It  is  true  Utat  one  accustomed  toclowr 
obserration  titan  common,  might  have  detected 
the    proufa  of  her  feehleneu   of  intellect    in 
the  language  of  her  sometimes   vacant  eye*  ; 
but  they  were  aigna   that  attracted  sympathy 
hj  tlteir  total  wimt  of  guile,  rather  than  any 
other  feeling.    Tlie  clTcet  on  tltst,  to  u.%e  the 
English  and  more  fniniliar   trunaUliun  of  the 
name,  was  favourable ;  and  yielding  to  an  im- 
pulse of  te(idenie38>  she  threw  her  anns  around 


-">«  gooa,"  ivl 

"  you  good,  I  know 
"'ah    i,ave  a    fricni 
speak  her  heart  to  ! 
say  trut* }" 

"  I  never  had  a 

returning  the  warm 

eameatneasj   "   I've 

Judith  loTea  me,  and 

natural,  and  as  W€  < 

biitI,A(«,/rfliketohi 

friendj  with  all  my  ht 

and  your  smile,  and 

everything,  except  ah 

"  No  t'inli  more  o 

scalp,"    interrupted   Y 

pale-ftce,  I   red-skin; 

fashion.     Deerelayer  a 

friend,  and  no  the  sai 

what  your  name,  nr^.f. 
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■^e  \Vah-to!-Wiih  apdl,  but  no  won't  Irt 
"^.  No  good  for  Dtlitnare  giil  to  know  too 
"^Uch — know  more  tUuii  warrior  »ome  time; 
**>«g»rt  shame.  My  name  W»li-ta!-Wafi— 
^^  ny  Hist,  in  your  tongue ;  you  call  liini, 
Hist— I  call  hiro,  Hetty." 

Hew  prelim inaneB  settled  to  their  mutual 

^4titfaclkin,  the  two  girU  bc^ti  to  discouf»e  of 

^Jifir  sevenl  hopes  and  projects.     Hetty  made 

■ler  new    friend  more  fully  acquainted  with  her 

intentions  in  behaU*  of  her  father ;  and  to  one 

in  the  least  addicted  to  prying  into  the  affairs 

of  others,  Hist  would  hare  betrayed   her  own 

filings  and  expectations   in  connectiun  with 

the   young  warrior  of  her  own  tribe.^    Enough 

WBi  revealed  on  both  sides,  however,  lo   let 

each  party  get  a  tolersblc  insight  into  the  views 

of  the  other,  though  enough   still  remained  in 

mental  rcserratio«  to  give  rise  to  tlte  following 

qocstions  and  answers,  with  which  tlie  iiiter- 

ricw  in  effect  closed.     As  tJte  quickc«t-witted. 

Hilt   WHS  the  first  with    her    interrogatories. 

Folding  an  arm  about  the  waist  of  Hetty,  site 

bent  her  bead  so  as  to  look  up  playfully  into 

the  fiwe  of  the  other;  and  laughing,  as  if  her 

meaning  were  to  l>c  extracted   Irom  her  looks, 

she  Bpokc  more  plainly. 

Uctty  got  brodcr  as  well  as   fader?"   she 
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many    a    year, 
by  the  nde  gf 


aiud ;  "  why  no   talk  of  broder,    as  weQ 
fader !" 

"  I  have  no  brother,  Hist, 
they    say :   hot   he   is    dead 
and    hes  buried  in  the  lake 
mother." 

"  No  got  broder — got  a  young  warrior ;  lo' 
him,  almost  as  much  as  fader,  eh  }    Very  hand- 
some and  bravc-lookinfi; ;  fit  to  be  diief,   if 
good  as  he  tean  to  be." 

"  It's  wicked  to  love  any  man  as  well  as  I  lo 
my  fatlicr,  and  so  I  strive  not  to  do  it,  Hist," 
returned  the  conscientiouH  Hetty,  who  knew 
not  how  to  concxral  nn  cmatiun  by  an  approach 
to  an  untruth  as  venial  us  »n  e^'o.MOn,  though 
powerfully  temi>ted  by  female  shiunc  to  err ; 
"  ttiough  I  sometimes  tliink  wickedness  will  get 
the  better  of  me,  if  Hurry  oomes  so  often  to 
thclukc.  I  mutt  tell  you  the  tnith,  dear  Hiit, 
because  you  ssk  me ;  but  1  should  full  down 
and  die  in  the  woods  if  he  knew  it '.'" 

"  Why  ho    no    ask    you    himself  ?     Brave 
looking — why   not    bold    tpeaking  ?       You 
warrior  ougiit   to    asik  young   girl ;    no    mal 
young  girl  speak  fint.     Mingo  ^rls  too  iha: 
for  Ihat." 

Tlii»  was  said    indignantly,    and  with    the 
generous   warmth  a    young    female    of  spirit 


1 


ave 

I 
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"^"'^  be-apt  to  fed,  at  what  she  d«efn«d  an 
•"T'Sion  of  her  sex's   most    valued  pririU^ 
"0*4  little  influence  on   the   Bimple-minded 
7"^  kiw  just-minded    Hetty;     who,   though 
"^Wntljr   feminine  in  all   her  irapiibes,  ma 
^<lcli  iDore  alive  to  the  workings  of  her  own 
'^^ft  thaa  to   tay  of  tlie  usages  witli   wliich 
~^**mSoo   has  [irottcted  the  sensitivenen  of 

"Ask  me  thatf  the  startled  girl  demanded, 
^th  a  snddenitess  tliat  proved  how  completely 
**tx  fears  had  been  aroused.  "  Ask  me  if  I 
*ike  liim  as  well  as  1  do  my  own  father!  Oh  I 
I  hope  be  will  never  put  such  a  question  to  me, 
for  1  should  have  to  answer,  and  that  would 
AUtmeV 

"  No— no — no  kiU,  qaife  almost,"  returned 
the  otber,  laughing  in  spite  of  herself.  "  Make 
)iliasb  come — make  shame  come,  too;  bat  be 
no  stay  great  while ;  then  feel  happier  than 
erer.  Young  warrior  must  tell  young  girl  he 
w«nt  to  make  wife,  else  never  can  Uve  in  his 
wigwam." 

«  Uarrr  don't  want  to  manr  me — nobody 
will  ever  want  to  marry  me,  Hiu." 

"  How  you  can  know?  P'raps  everybody 
want  to  marry  yoo,  and  by-and-bye,  tongue 
say  what  )i«art  feel.  Why  nobody  want  to 
marry  you  J'' 


ft„„  the  vre««''»  ;„  „,4=  » 

^  h„  Wend,  «<»'  .  bea«J 

»*»*"■•  ^f!^  to  k»»» 


TBS  DSBMULTSB.  307 

^■t  in  nwny  tribe^  the  meitslly  imbadle  nd 
4>e  mad  woe  hdd  in  ■  ipedes  of  rdSpooa 
■ttvocnee ;  Rcarii^  from  tbe  antofamd  inba- 
^wtnits  OS  tbc  fanttf  rctpects  mm  bonoonj 
**k«tad  vf  die  contmnely  and  n^ect  that  it  is 
^kdr  fbitune  to  meet  with  among  Ae  more 
Pketending  and  sophisticated. 

Betty  accompanied  her  new  firiend  without 
■'pprebension  or  reluctance.  It  wu  ho-  wish 
W  reach  the  camp;  and,  sustained  by  her 
XkiotiTea,  she  ^t  no  more  conctm  for  the  con- 
Keqaences  than  did  her  companion  herself,  now 
the  latter  was  apprised  of  tbe  character  of  tbe 
pfotection  that  the  pale-&ced  maiden  carried 
'with  her.  Still  as  they  proceeded  slowly  along 
m  shore  that  was  tanked  with  orerhuiging 
boshes,  Hetty  continued  tbe  discourse,  assum- 
ing the  office  of  interrogatiRg,  which  the  other 
liad  instantly  dropped  as  soon  as  ahe  ascer- 
tained the  cbantcter  of  the  mind  to  wbicb  her 
(joestions  bad  been  addressed. 

«  Bat  you  are  not  half-n-itted,"  said  Hetty; 
**  and  there's  no  reason  \Tby  tbe  Serpent  shoold 
not  many  you." 

"  Hist    prisoner,  and  Mingo  got  large  ear. 
No  apeak  of   Cbingat^gook    when  they    by. 
Promise  Hist  that,  good  Hetty." 
«  I  iuiow— I  know,"  returned  Hetty,  half 


;— — * ■--•■■y  iron" 

wiaJ)  me  not  to  tell  the  i 
"  ''ow  you    know?* 
^■Mecl  at  the  moment 

«o«f«We-n,indcdthaj 
How  you  know  ?     Bei 

hut  fader  and  Huny;  M 
he  no    understand  rolh 

t««c  about  what  you  no  u 

But  I  rfo  undo«tai,d 

«w/t.dk.houtit.     Dete 

J^^'Wall  about  it,   i„„ 

nobody  told  rae  „ot  to  U 

•"."IdidHurrywdftt 

"  ^^'^y  l«d  for  pale    j 
«»'p.Mu,d  rcry  had  for  « 
°7  '     Now.   yo«  ,o,e  fti 
•nrf   BO,  among    Indiana, 
never  talk  moM.'» 

That's    tint    el. fl 
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"  TiiMt  vhat  Deenlayer  c&U  their  gift.  One 
SiAtotalb;  t'other  gift  to  hold  their  tongue. 
"oltUtongae  your  gift  among  Mingos.  If 
^etpeat  vant  to  see  Hist,  so  do  Hetty  want 
***  Me  Horry.  A  good  girl  sever  tell  secret 
ofittend." 

Hetty  understood  this  appeal ;  and  she  pro- 
^^ijsed  the  Delaware  girl  not  to  make  any  allu- 
^on  to  the  presence  of  Chingachgook,  or  to 
^e  motiTe  of  his  visit  to  the  lake. 

"  Maybe  he  get  off  Hurry  and  fader  as  well 
^  Hist,  if  let  bim  have  his  war,"  whispered 
W'ah-ta  !-Wah  to  her  companion,  in  a  confid- 
ing, flattering  way,  just  as  they  got  near  enough 
to  the  encampment  to  bear  the  voices  of  several 
of  their  own  sex,  who  were  apparently  occupied 
in  the  usual  toils  of  women  of  tbeir  class. 
"  Think  of  that,  Hetty,  and  put  two,  twenty 
finger  on  mouth.  No  get  friends  free  without 
Serpent  do  it." 

A  better  expedient  could  not  have  been 
adopted  to  secure  the  silence  and  discretion  of 
Hett}',  than  that  which  was  now  presented  to 
her  mind.  As  the  liberation  of  her  father 
and  the  young  frontier.raan  was  the  great 
object  of  her  adventure,  she  felt  the  connec- 
tion between  it  and  the  ser\ices  of  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  with  an  innocent  laugh  she  nodded 


'ed    the    way    i„to    | 
captors. 
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^^^V              CHAPTER    I.                                     H 

^r                                "  TV  grvtt  Kin;  of  kinga                                               ^^M 
^B                    Balfc  inlltf  Uble  of  hii  U«  Camtnaaded,                                              ^^| 
^1                  Thai  ihou  (balldD  ao  oiiirilcr.                                                         ^^H 
H                 TaLr  hMd ;  (or  he  hoUa  TvofMnc*  Ca  hia  (uod,                           ^^| 
^^^^         To  buri  opoo  lh*tT  bMub  tbat  break  kl*  law."                               ^^1 
^^^^                                                                                                                 ^^1 

H       That  the  party  to  which  UUt  campulBonly             ^H 

H     belonged  wai  not  one  thst  was  regularly  un  tlie              ^^M 

H     war-path,    was    evident   by   thv    prcsvnoc  of             ^^M 

V     iinnaics.     It  was  ■  saiall  fragment  of  a  tribe              ^^M 

that  hiu)  been  hunting  and  fishing  within  the            ^H 

H     Engli&li  limits,  where  it  was  found  by    the            ^H 

conitnencernent  of  hostilities,  and,  after  passing             ^^M 

the  winter  and  npring  by  living  on  what  was             ^^M 

strictly  the  property  of  its  enemies,  it  chose  to              ^^| 

strike  sbostile  blow  before  it  finally  retired.  There              ^H 

_      was  also  deep  Indian  sagacity  in  the  mnnoBuvre             ^H 

was  certain  to  carry  with  it 
within  the  influence  of  t 
rents — this  particular  part 
posted  on  the  shores  of  tl 
lies  some  fifty  miles  nearer 
than  that  which  is  the  aci 
have  fled  in  a  direct  line  fo 
have  exposed  them  to  th< 
pursuit ;  and  the  cJiiefe   1 
adopt  the  expedient  of  pen 
a  r^on  that  had  now  bt 
the  hope  of  being  able  to 
th^r  pursuers,  instead  of  h- 
trail.     The  presence  of  tbe  * 
the  attempt  at  this  m$e  ;  tJ 
feebler  members  of  the  par 
the  effort  of  escapiag   fr( 
warriors.      When  the  km 
vast  extent  of  the  AnMriou 
earlv  dav^  h**  mtt  — — - 
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**  H  19  on  th«  high  scu  in  n  time  of  active 

*ifl»re. 
Hie  eocampment  being  temporary,  it  offered 

to  the  eye  no  more  than  the  rude  protection  of 
■  bivouac,  rcliorcd  in  B'>nic  slicjlit  d^'^rcc  by  the 
ii^etiiixisexpedicntHwhich  suggested  thciDDcl  TCI 
to  the  nndiness  of  tliuse  who  pnucd  tlieir  livra 
amid  similar  scenes.  One  firo,  that  had  hcen 
kindled  against  the  roots  of  a  lirinie;  oak,  saHiccd 
for  the  whole  lutrty ;  the  weather  being  too 
inild  to  require  it  for  any  purpoHe  bat  cooking 
Scattered  aroand  this  centre  of  attraction  were 
some  liAeen  or  twenty  low  huts — pcrbapn 
kennels  would  be  s  tietUT  word— into  w)iich 
liwir  different  owners  crept  at  night,  nnd  which 
were  also  intended  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
a  storm.  These  httle  huts  were  mode  of  the 
bimnches  of  treeii,  put  together  witlt  sone 
ingentitty,  and  they  were  uniformly  topped 
with  bark  tliat  had  been  stripped  from  fallen 
trees ;  of  which  every  virgin  forest  possesses 
huudivds  in  all  stages  of  decay.  Of  furniture, 
tbey  hod  next  to  none.  Cooking  utensils  of 
the  atni[rieat  sort  were  lying  near  the  fire ;  a 
few  articka  of  clothing  were  to  be  seen  in,  or 
aroond  the  huta  ;  rifles,  boms,  and  poucboa, 
leaned  agunst  the  trees,  or  were  mtpended 
from  the  lower  branches ;  and  the  earcosca  of 

u  2 


aucmbie  ut  a  glance ;  but] 
out  of  the  gloomy  picturJ 
him  ill  quest  of  objecU. 
atJeu  the  fire  might 
opeii  nraa  where  the  pod 
village  mi^ht  congregate; 
dark,  covert,  and  cunning,! 
few  children  strayed  from] 
tiit  spot  a  little  tlic  air  o^ 
the  suppressed  laugh,  and 
women  occasionally  broke 
stillness  of  the  sombre  lores 
they  cither  ate,  slept,  or  ei 
They  conversed  but  little, 
apart,  or  in  groups  withdtsir 
whilst  an  air  of  untiring,  1 
and  apprehension  of  danf 
blended  even  with  their  aim 
As  the  two  girls  came  ne 
Hcltv  utt 
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Sicny  u  aoy  others  in  or  aHout  the  camp ; 
lod  ooo  mtaceustonied  to  Indioii  usagei  would 
tm  mistaken  them  for  viaiton,  inttead  of 
Rq)posing  them  to  be  eipUTes.  Wah-t«  !-W>h 
ltd  her  t>cv  friend  quite  near  tliem,  ain<l  then 
(Dodeirtly  withdrew,  tfa&t  her  own  presence 
might  be  no  restraint  on  her  feelings.  But 
Uetty  was  not  sufficiently  famihar  with  ca- 
resses, or  outward  dcmonstratioDs  of  fondness, 
to  indulge  in  any  outbreaking  of  fcehng.  She 
merely  approached  and  stood  at  lier  tatliur's 
aide  without  speaking,  rcsemMing  a  «lent 
Btatue  of  filial  affection.  Tiic  old  man  ex- 
presaed  neither  alarm  nor  surprise  at  her 
sadden  appearance.  In  these  particulars  he 
Ittd  caught  the  Moicism  of  the  Indians;  well 
kDomag  that  there  was  no  more  ccrlain  mode 
of  securing  their  respect  tlian  by  imitating  their 
aelf'Comniand.  Nor  did  the  savages  themselves 
betray  the  leaat  ugn  of  emotion  at  this  sudden 
•ppcannc«  of  a  Mnnfer  among  them.  In  n 
word,  this  arrival  produoed  much  less  visible 
aensation,  though  occurring  under  drcum- 
stances  to  peculiar,  than  would  be  seen  in  a 
village  of  higher  pretensions  to  civilisation,  did 
an  ordinary  traveller  drive  up  to  the  door  of  its 
principal  inn.  StillftfewwajTior»coUected,andit 
wascrident,by  tlie  manner  in  which  they  glanced 
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Bt  Hetty  as  they  conTsrsad  together,  that 
was  the  suhjcL-t  of  their  diacoane,  and 
tliat  the  reasons  of  her  onlookcd-for  ap; 
were  matters  of  discussion.  This  phlegra  d 
manner  ia  diaractcri^tic  of  the  North  Ameiieu 
Indian— some  say  of  his  white  successor  alao— 
but,  in  this  casr,  mach  should  be  attributed  to 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  the  party 
placed.  The  force  in  the  ark,  tlie  prcsoMo 
ChJn{;achguok  excepted,  was  well  known, 
tribe  or  body  of  troops  was  beUeved  to  be  Dear, 
and  vigilant  eyes  were  posted  round  the  eiiUK 
lake,  watching  day  and  night,  the  slightul 
movement  of  those  whom  it  would  not  ht 
exaggerated  now  to  term  the  besle;^. 

Iluttcr  was  inwardly  much  moved  hf 
conduct  of  Hetty,  tliuugh  lie  afliirtcd  so 
indifference  of  manner.      He   recollected  I«" 
gentle  appeal  to  him,  before  he  lei^  tht  w^t 
and  misfortune  rendered  that  of  weight,  vhidi 
might  have  been  forgotten  amid  tlic  triumph 
success.    Then  he  knew  tlie  simple,  w^ 
hearted  fidelity  tyf  this  child,  and  nadenlotd 
why  nhe  hod  come,  and  the  total  disregani 
self  thjit  reigned  in  all  her  acts. 

"  Tiiis  is  not  welJ,  Hetty,"  he  said,  dcpned- 
ing  the  conicqucriecs  to  the  girl  hcTself,  moR 
than  any  other  evil.     "  These  are 
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;g(H%  uul  M  little  *pt  to  forget  an  injury,  u  ft 
fiwur." 

"TeU  IXM,  father,"  returned  ttic  girl,  looking 
faniTely  ibout  her,  as  if  fearful  of  being  ovcr- 
ktud,  "  did  God  let  you  do  the  cruel  errand 
m  which  you  came  ?  I  want  uiucli  to  know 
lUi,  that  1  may  apeak  to  the  Indiniis  plainly, 
if  ke  did  not" 

"Voo  aliould  not  have  come  hither,  Hetty; 

tkoe  brutea  will  not  understand  yuur  nature, 

«  four  intention* !" 

"  How  woit  it,  father?  neitlier  you,  iior  Hurry 

^pna  to  have  any  Uung  ttiut  luok-i  like  scalp.'' 

PS'lfthat  will  aet  your  mind  at  peace,  child, 

ifiniaiiawer  you,  no.     I  litid  caugttt  the  young 

^^mar*  who  came   here    with    you,   but    her 

"Gtecbea  soon  brought  down  upon  me  a  troop 

^  tbe  wild  oats,  Uiat  was  too  much  for  any 

*il)^  Christian  to  withstand,     if  that  will  do 

^m  any  good,  wc  are  as  innoocnt  of  tiaving 

^^kcn  a  scalp  this  time,  as  I  make  no  doubt 

*'t  sltidl  also  be  innocent  of  receiTiog   the 

^unty." 

"  Tliank  you  for  tliat,  father !     Now   I  can 

k  boldly  to  the  Iruquoia,  and  witti  an  easy 

iiiscieuce.    I  ho|>e  [lurry  too,  has  nut  been 

<lc  to  tuirm  any  of  the  Indians  ?" 

"  Why,  as  to  that  maltcr,  Hetty>"  returned 


the  water,  but  never  did 
as  snappish  aa  that  which! 
night  afore  hut,  in  the ' 
harr&h-boys!     Why,   Ilol 
matter  at  n  reason,  or  an 
deeper  tlian  common ;  bu^ 
lisvc  Home  human  notions  I 
you  to  look  at  thc>«  circur 
Old  Tom,  your  father,  and 
operation,  as  i«  to  be  seen 
bw  and  tiie  proclamntion, 
when  we  were  net  upon  bj 
nwre  like  a  pack  of  hungry 
Mnges  even,  and  there  th 
like  two  sheep,  in  less  tim 
roe  to  tell  you  the  story." 

"  You  arc  free  now,  Uun 
glancing  timidly  at  the  fina 
the  yuune  cioii: 
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iff  I  tan't  Qie  them  in  the  way  I  should  Ulce. 
Eno  these  trees  have  ejes ;  ay,  and  tunguca, 
Un;  (or  was  the  old  man  here,  or  I,  tu 
ftvt  one  singla  rod  beyond  our  gaol  limits, 
nricc  would  be  put  on  the  bail  afore  we  could 
'gird  up  our  loins'  for  a  race ;  and,  like  as  not, 
^  or  five  rille-bullets  would  be  travelling 
ifitf  Bi,  canying  an  many  invitations  to  curli 
■V  iiBpatieace.  There  isn't  a  ^ol  in  the 
t^f  as  tight  as  this  we  are  now  in ;  for  I've 
ned  Um  vtitue  of  two  or  throe  on  'em,  and 
'  iaow  the  mater *als  they  arc  ooadc  of,  ai 
*eU  as  the  men  tliat  made  'em ;  takin'  down 
bnng  the  next  step  in  scfaoolin'  tu  puttin*  up, 
m  all  aoch  (abrications." 

I«st  the  reader  should  get  an  exa^cratoi) 
ajnnion  of  Hurry's  demerits,  from  tliis  boastful 
and  indiscreet  revdation,  it  may  be  well  to 
aay  Uiat  bis  offences  were  confined  to  assaults 
aad  b«*teri«>,  for  several  of  which  he  had  been 
imprUoned,  when,  as  he  has  just  said,  he  ol^en 
escaped  by  demonstrating  tlie  flirosiness  of  the 
constructions  in  which  he  was  conlincd,  by 
opening  for  himaelf  doon,  in  spots  where  the 
architects  had  neglected  to  place  them.  Dut 
Hetty  bad  no  kitowlcdge  of  gaols,  and  little  cf 
the  nature  of  crime,  beyond  what  her  unadul- 
terated  ar>d  almost  instinctive  perceptions  of 
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lii^it  and  n-roiig  taught  hor,  and  this  sdly 
the  rude  being  who  had  spoken,  was  lost  upon 
Iter.  She  understood  his  general  moaiuii^ 
ho*vGver,  and  answered  in  reference  to  that 
tilono. 

"  It's  sobes^  Hurry,"  she  said.  '*  Itixbeal 
father  and  you  should  be  quiet  and  peaceabk 
till  I  have  spoken  to  the  Iroquoin,  when  allviD 
Ite  wcU  and  happy.  I  don't  wish  inthcr  oTym 
to  follow,  but  k^nve  me  to  myself.  As  soon  ■* 
all  is  settled,  and  you  ore  tit  liberty  to  go  badi 
to  the  castle,  1  will  come  and  let  you  know 
iu" 

Hetty  spoke  with  so  much  umple  eama^ 
ness,  seemed  m  confident  of  suoMW)  snd 
wore  so  high  an  air  of  moral  feeling  and  traib, 
that  both  tlic  listener!*  felt  more  disposed  to 
attach  an  importance  to  her  mediation,  thlB 
might  otlierwiae  have  happened.  WIven  tbt 
manifested  an  intention  to  quit  tliem,  therefon, 
they  offered  no  obstacle,  though  ttiey  saw  ihe 
was  about  to  join  the  group  of  chiefs  vko 
were  consulting  apart,  seemingly  on  the  mui' 
ner  and  motive  of  her  own  sudden  af^wnraace- 
^^'hcn  Hist — for  so  we  love  beat  to  call  bs 
— quilted  her  companion,  the  strayed  nnt 
one  or  two  of  tlie  elder  warrior*,  who  ha' 
shown  her  iDOSt  kindness  in  her  captivity/ 
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iptnci[)*l  man  of  whom,  had  ercn  offered 

to  tdgpt  her  ui  his  child,  if  ihc  would  consent 

tDbeepmes  Huron.     In  taking  this  direction, 

i»  ihrcwd  girl  did  so  to  invite  inquiry.    S)ic 

m  too  well  trained  in  the  liahita  of  her  [woplc 

ttobtrade  the  opinions  of  one  of  her  sex  and 

Jtm  on  men  and  wuriors;  but  ntture   had 

(■Blushed  n  tict  and  ingenuity  that  enabled  her 

l>  tttnct  the  Bttentinn  she  deaired,  without 

vvnading  the  pride  of  thoM  whom  it  waa  ber 

<l(itj  lo  defer  to  and  respect.  Kven  Iter  affected 

indifference  stimolated  curiosity ;    and    Hetty 

hid  linnily  reached  the  side  of  her  father,  be* 

fan  the  Delaware  girl  was  brought  within  the 

(irale  of  the  warriors  by  a  secret  but  significant 

gesture.     Here  she  was  questioned  as  to  the 

presence  of  her  companion,  and  the  motives 

that  had  brought  her  to  the  camp.  This  was  all 

that  Hist  desired.      She  cxpluned  the  manner 

in  which    she   had   dctcrtcd  the  weakness  of 

Hetty's  reason,  rather  cxaggcmtiitg  tluin  less* 

ening  the  deficiency  in  her  intellect ;  and  ttien 

she  related,  in  general  terms,  the  object  of  the 

girl  in   venturing  among   her  enemies.      The 

effect  was  all  tiiat  ihe  speaker  expected  ;  her 

account  investing  tlie  person  and  character  of 

their  riaitor  with  a  sacredness  and  respect  that 

■he    srell    knew  would    prove  ber  protection. 


*«  be  offered  to 
»he  latter  might  } 
■'^''e  thus  occDi 
'"  no  degree  rel 
lK.ting    every   ch»i 

tl>e  chiefs,  every  oi 
smiUJer  ocrurrence 
«ffcct  her  owa  inu 
'nend. 

As  Hetty  «,,p^, 

"'eir  Ijtuc  cirote,  wii 

""Wiwr  that  wouJd  ] 

n»ore  oourllj-  origin. 

»nd  tJ«  oldest  of  U, 

•isnfortbegiHiob, 

pUcc  at  her  side  with 
Tiic  others   smmgcd 

**onithgr«vcdig„itj 
I'«d  suffident  c.bseTv»| 
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ilnit  patience  until  the  latter  had  BuriiniODwi 
Uiu  to  the  party.  This  iaUmiption  pn>- 
cnded  from  ll>c  chiePs  Iwnag  dbcoveml  diat 
tkre  rxistcd  a  oeccasity  for  an  iatcrpntcr; 
fa*  of  the  Hnrooa  praeot  noilcnrtandtag 
tiie  Eni>liib  langoa^,  and  tfaey  imX  itoptf^ 
fecUy.    ' 

Wah-ta!-Wah  was  not  aorry  to  be  nlU 
■pOD  to  be  present  at  the  intn-rier,  and 
*f  bQ  in  the  character  in  whicti  abe  w 
**nted.  She  w«*  aware  of  the  baanb  she 
TWi  in  attemptiDg  to  deceive  one  or  two  of  the 
puty  ;  bat  was  none  the  leas  reaobed  to  me 
(ttiy  means  that  offeivd,  and  to  practiie  every 
utificc  that  an  Indian  education  coald  sopply, 
to  conceal  tlic  facts  of  the  vicinity  of  her 
betroUted,  and  of  the  errand  on  which  be  bad 
come.  One  unpractised  in  the  »pedienta  md 
apinkms  of  sorage  life,  would  not  have  sa»- 
pected  the  readiness  of  invention,  the  wariiMM 
of  action,  the  high  resolution,  the  noble  iiii> 
pnlaes,  the  deep  self-devotion,  and  the  feminine 
disregard  of  self,  where  the  affections  were 
concerned,  that  lay  concealed  beneath  the 
detnore  looks,  the  mild  eye,  and  the  sonny 
smilea  of  this  youn^  Indian  beauty.  As  she 
approached  them,  the  grim  old  warrior  regarded 
berwitli  |deasare;  for  they  had  a  accret  pride 


THE    DBBRSt^TKn. 


in  the  hope  ofcit^nifung  lo  rare  a  scion  on  Hie 
stock  of  their  own  nation;  adoption  being u 
rtrguUrly  practised,  and  as  distinctlv  reoo^ni2ed 
among  the  trihca  of  America,  as  it  ever  liad 
bc«n  amoni;  those  nations  that  aahmit  to  the 
swray  of  the  civil  hiw. 

As  soon  ua  Hist  was  seated  by  the  side  of 
Hetty,  tlie  old  chief  desired  her  to  uk  "  the 
fair  young  pale-face "  what  had  brought  her 
among  the  Iroquois,  and  what  they  could  do 
serre  her. 

■<  Tdl  thom,  Hist,  who  1  am— Thomas  Hul- 
ter's  youngest  daught^^r;  Thomas  llulter,  the 
oldest  of  their  two  prisoners ;  he  who  owita  the 
cftHtle  and  the  ark,  and  who  has  the  best  right 
to  bo  tliought  the  owner  of  tltese  hills,  and  that 
Uke,  since  he  has  dwelt  so  long,  and  trapped 
so  long,  and  ftslicd  so  long,  among  tlwa. 
They'll  know  whom  you  mean  by  I'hotnat 
Hutter,  if  you  tell  them  thai.  And  then  tell 
them  that  I've  come  here  to  convince  them 
they  ought  not  to  harm  father  and  Hurry,  bnt 
let  Uiera  go  in  peace,  and  to  treat  tJiem  as 
brothers  rather  tlian  as  enemies.  Now  wll 
tliem  all  this  plainly,  Illst,  and  fear  nothing 
yourself  or  me ;  God  will  protect  us." 

Wah-ta  UVVolt   did    as  the  other   desired; 
taking  care  to  rfnder  the  words  of  her  Jriend 
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u  ulenlly  oa  potsible  intu  tlie  IroquoU  tongne, 
•  Wi^gc  slie  used  wiUi  a  reMJiiicss  almost 
Oquil  to  tltat  with  which  aho  spoke  her  Dim. 
Tie  nhiota  heard  tliis  opening  cxplaitation  with 
gmn  deouruoi ;  the  two  who  had  a  little  know- 
led^  of  English,  intiniatiiig  tlicir  satisfactiun 
with  the  interpreter,  by  furtiTe  but  significant 
ghnoes  of  the  eyes. 

"  And  iioWf  Hist,'* continued  Hetty,aa  soon 
as  it  was  intimated  to  her  that  she  might  pro- 
eeed ;  "  and  now,  Hist,  I  wish  you  to  tell 
tbesc  red  oien,  word  for  word,  what  1  am  about 
to  My.  Tell  tliem  lini,  tlint  father  and  Hurry 
came  here  witlt  au  intentjon  to  take  am  many 
acalpa  OS  they  could;  for  tlte  wicked  goremof 
and  the  province  have  otTerei)  money  for 
MBlpa ;  whether  of  warriors  or  women,  men  or 
diildren  ;  and  the  love  of  gold  was  too  strong 
for  their  hearts  to  withstand  it.  Tell  them 
this,  dear  Hist,  just  as  you  liare  hcani  it  from 
me,  word  for  word." 

Wab-ta  l-Wah  hesitated  about  rendering  this 
speech  u  literally  as  had  been  demied ;  but 
detecting  the  intelligence  of  those  who  under- 
stood English,  and  apprehending  even  a 
greater  knowledge  than  they  bcIuaIIv  possessed, 
she  found  herself  compelled  to  comply.  Con- 
trary to  what  B  cinlixcd  man  would  bsre  ex- 


16 


TUB   DKRIULATBR. 


pccted,  the  admission  of  tlio  motires  sn<l  of  the 
errands  of  thoir  prisoners,  pro(1ucc<3  no  visible 
eBixt  un  vithcr  t)ie  cuuntenuncc  or  the  feelings 
of  the  listencn.  They  prob*bly  considered 
the  net  meritorious,  and  that  which  neitlier  of 
them  would  hftvc  hcsitnted  to  perform  in  his 
own  person,  he  would  not  be  upt  to  cenmieiB 
another. 

"  And  now.  Hist,'*  resumed  Hetty,  u 
u  she  perceived  that  her  first  spceciies 
anderatood  by  the  chiefs  j  "  you  can  tell  them 
more.  They  know  th»t  fatJier  snd  Hurry  did 
not  succeed  ;  and  therefore  they  can  bear  them 
no  grudge  for  any  harm  that  hua  been  dooc^ 
If  they  had  slain  their  children  and  wiTCS,  H^ 
would  not  alter  the  matter;  and  I'm  noto0> 
tain  that  what  I  am  about  to  tell  them  would 
not  hare  more  wciglit  had  tliere  been  miseluef 
done.  But  ask  tliem  first.  Hist,  if  they  knar 
there  is  a  God  who  reigns  over  the  whote 
earth,  and  is  ruler  and  chief  of  all  wlio  lin, 
let  them  be  red  or  white,  or  what  colour  thejf 
may  7"  f 

Wab-ta  1-Wah  looked  a  little  surprised  at 
this  question ;  for  the  idea  of  tlie  Gre-al  Spiril 
is  Jtcldon*  long  absent  from  tlic  mind  of  an 
Indian  girl.  She  put  the  question  as  literattfl 
as  possible^  however,  snd  received  a  gntt 
answer  in  the  aflinuative. 
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"  Hiii  »  rif^t,"  eontfaioed  Rettft '  nd  mf 

intj  will  now  be  li^t.    Tina  Great  Spirit,  at 

TDK  oil  our  God,  has  caused  a  book  to  be 

vRttcti,  tbst  we  call  a  Bible ;  and  in  tbia  book 

iiave  bocn  set  donm  aU    hia  commandmenti, 

and  Itis  ho!]r  will  and  pteafore,  and  the  nika 

I  by  whicb  all  men  are  to  live,  and  direettooa 
how  to  go\'eni  tlie  thoughts  eren,  and  the 
vialies,  and  the  will.  Here,  this  is  one  of  tbcae 
boly  books,  and  yoa  most  tell  the  chiefs  what 
ll  am  about  to  read  to  tbem  IVom  its  aacred 

As  Hettj  coocluded,  she  rererently  onroUed 

small   Kngliiih   Bible    from    its  envelope    of 

eoane  calico,  treating  the  volume  witli  the  sort 

of  external  req>eet  that  a  Romanist  would  be 

Bpt  to  show  to  a  religioua  relic.     As  ahe  ahwly 

proceeded    la    her    task,   the    grim    warrion 

watched  each    movement    with    riveted  eves; 

and  when  they  saw  the  little  volume  appear, 

slight  expression  of  surprise  escaped  one  or 

two  of  tbera.     But  [letty  held  it  out  towards 

Aem  in  triumph,  as  if  she  expected  the  sight 

would  prodocc   a  visibh;    miracle ;    aitd  then, 

without  betraying  cither  surprise  or  mortifia^ 

■  tion  at  the  stoicism  of  tlic  Indian,  she  turned 

■eagerly  to  her  new  friend,  in  order  to  renew  the 

■Aeooorae. 


— .,   u^j..-    den- 
"='""^»    "i   a  m,, 

^  "  W-V.;-  ^.^^ 
~AhJ  yootnowth, 

.*««>"»'«  didoot  deet 
""/Wrtwtce  to  be  pre 

"erbodyingemlead 
»1« -B.  heard,  d«  « 
*"rt^   "Tguxnent.    of 

«  You  can  teU  the.^ 
»»"•   'HH.k,  n>en  a,,  ^, 

«^'a«-.  to  treat  then.. 

«"'«evertoinjur«tfaeir 
^PecuUIy  on  account  ^ 

P»"<»>.    DovouthinL. 
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<^  but  manner  she  could,  to  the  attendre 
loditoa,  who  bcaid  licr  wortU  with  some  such 
Biprw  u  an  Americui  of  oar  own  tinea 
nnld  be  apt  to  httny  at  a  su^estion  that 
tlw  great  modeni  I>ut  vacillutiiif;  ruler  of  tilings 
Juonan,  public  opinion,  might  l>e  wrong.  One 
or  tvo  of  their  number,  however,  luring  met 
with  missionariea  aaid  a  few  wonU  in  cxplans' 
tion,  and  tlien  &e  gruup  gare  all  its  attentioa 
to  the  communications  tltat  were  to  follow. 
Before  Hettv  resumed*  she  inquired  earnestly 
of  Hist  if  the  diieA  had  ondeiatood  her,  and 
receiving  an  evanre  aoawer,  was  fain  to  be 


B  **  1  will  now  read  to  the  warriors  some  of  the 
verses  that  it  is  good  for  them  to  know,"  oon- 
tinacd    the    giri,   whose    manner  grew    mora 

I  aolemn  and  earnest  as  she  proceeded  ;  **  and 
they  will  rcmcmlicr  tliat  they  are  tlic  rery 
wordi  of  the  Great  Spirit.  First,  then,  ye  are 
commanded  to  '  tcve  My  neiffhiour  a»  thtfttff.' 

ITell  them  l/wl,  dear  Hist,'' 
**  Neighbour  for  Indian,  no  mean  pale-face,** 
answered  tlie  Delaware  girl  vito  more  dcciaioa 
tfttn  slie  had  hitherto  tltou^ht  it  ncocsaary  to 
me*  **  Ndglihoar  mean  iroquois  for  Iroqooia, 
Mohican  fur  Mohican,  pale-Jace  for  palo-jace. 
No  need  tell  chief  any  tiling  ebe." 


"«<I<"ctne„  of  lights 
^h  wrons.  f«,n.  the  , 

J*[.  ere  gW„ed  wirj,  u 
^^•''"g^    h«   check,  fl„ 

.,"  «"'y  n,«dc  fi^«. 
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ondd  held    her  ton^ae-tied,  equally    with 

ctiieTs;    and   the    young,   Bimple- minded 

nthioiaat  bad  ^riy  become  exhausted  with 

ha  own  effortB,  before  the  otlHrr  opened  her 

mouth  again  to  utter  a  syllable.    Then,  indeed, 

tl»e  Oekwan  girl  gave  a  brief  tran»Ution  of 

the  substance  of  what  had  been  botb  read  aod 

•aid.  confining  herself  to  one  or  two  of  tbe 

inore  striking  of  the  versca,  ttiose  that  had 
atnick  her  own  imagination  as  tbe  most  para- 
doxical, and  which  certainly  would  have  been 
tlie  mcbt  appli»ble  to  tbe  case,  conkl  tbe 
uninstructed  minds  of  the    listeners  embnoB 

■  the  great  moral  truths  they  conveyed. 

I       It  will  be    scarcely  necessary   to    teQ   the 

'  reader  the  effect  that  such  novel  duties  would 

be  likely  to  produce  among  a  group  uf  In<lian 

■  wmrriora,  with  wliom  it  was  a  s])ec)e9  of  reli- 
gious principle  never  to  forget  a  benefit,  or  to 
fotpre  an  injur)-.  Fortunately,  the  previous 
explanations  of  Hist  hiui  prepared  the  minds 

■  of  the  HurutM  for  something  eitravn^nt;  and 
most  of  tliat  which  to  them  seemed  inconsistoit 
and  pmraduxical,  was  accounted  for  by  th« 
fsot  that  the  speaker  possessed  ■  mind  tliat 

■  was  constituted  difTerently  from  tliose  of  most 
of  tbe  human  race.  Still  there  were  une  or  two 
old  men  wlio  bad  heejd  siioilar  doctrines  from 


—  eaoneofthes 

'^o™  the  unreMsti.. 

^^A^,  and  the  Y«y. 

Tell  n.y  yomig  .i, 

mouth  and  ^ 

^he  Iroqnou  chief* 
'^fi^endli,^^,^^ 

"God?"'*   '"^  it 

"od  has  tnn-k.j  , . 
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ridt,    to  ^re  him  the  povrd«r-horn  too. 

ia  the  {Mle-free  kw }" 

"Not  to— not  M,"    Muwered   Hetty   c*r- 

nettfjr,  wlien  UieM  words  bad  been  iiiteqiretcd. 

"There  is  not  »  word  about  rifles  in  the  wtiole 

book ;  and  povder  arnJ  bullets  give  offence  to 

tbe  Great  Spirit." 

"  Wby,  then,  does  the  pale-fnce  um  them  ? 
If  be  is  ordered  to^v  double  toliim  tliat  askx 
only  for  one  tbin^;,  why  docs  be  laAe  double 
from  tbc  pwr  Indiana  irho  ask  for  no  tiling } 
He  comes  from  beyond  tbc  rising  Kun,  with  hit 
book  in  his  hand,  and  he  teaches  the  red-mm 
to  r«ad  it ;  but  wby  does  he  forget,  bimKlf,  all 
it  says  ?  When  the  Indian  gircs,  ho  is  nerer 
Misfied ;  and  now  he  offers  gold  for  th« 
nalps  of  oar  women  and  children,  though  ho 
caDa  tia  beasta  if  we  take  the  scalp  of  a  warriur 
killed  in  open  war.    My  name  ia  Birenoak." 

niien  Hetty  had  got  this  formidable  ques- 
tion fiiirly  pre^ntcd  to  her  mind  in  the  transla- 
tion, and  Hist  did  her  duty  with  more  than 
nsual  rcadineati  on  this  occasion,  it  scarcely 
need  )>c  said  tliat  she  was  sorely  jwrplesed. 
Ah\er  heads  tJiiin  tliat  of  this  poor  girl  hare 
frequently  been  puxsled  by  questions  of  n  nimi- 
kr  drift ;  and  it  is  not  surpriamg,  that  with  all 
her  own  earnestness  and  sincerity,  she  did  not 
know  what  anawer  to  make. 
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"What  shall  I  t«Il  them,  tlUt  f"  she  uke9 
tmplonngly  ;  "  I  know  that  all  I  lisve  ruicl  from, 
the  book  is  true ;  and  j'et  it  wouldn't  »eeiii  V> 
he  so,  would  it,   by  the  conduct  of  those  t»    ^ 
whom  the  hook  was  given  i"  ^M 

"  Give  Vri  pale-face  reason,"  returned  Hil^^ 
ironicuUy;  "that  nlvmyH   good   for  oiie, 
tliough  tte  bnd  fur  t'otJter." 

"Noi  no,  Hist,  there  can't  be  two  Kid 
truth — and  yet  it  does  seem  strange  !  I'm  cer- 
tain i  have  read  tlio  vcrees  right,  and  tio  one 
would  be  so  u-ickcd  aa  to  print  tbe  word  «f 
God  wrong.     That  can  never  he.  Hist." 

"  ^^'c^,  to  poor  Indian  girl,  it  seem  cwry 
tiling  ran  be  to  pale-&ce« ;"  returned  the  othtfr 
coolly.  "  One  time  'ey  say  white,  and  our 
time  Vy  say  bbick.  Why,  tljcn,  aeeer  emiri'' 

Hetty  was  more  and  more  enibarraHed,  im- 
til,  overcome  with  the  apprehension  tb&tibe 
had  failed  in  her  object,  and  that  tlie  Uvea  if 
her  father  and   Hurry  would  be   tlie  forfeit  oT 
Borne  blunder  of  her  own,  she  burst  \nUi  Uan- 
From  that  moment,  the  manner  of  Hist  lost  ill 
its  irony  and  oool  indilTorencc,  and  ahe  becuu 
the  fund  caressing  friend  again.    Throwing  ber 
arms  around  the  afflicted  girl,  she  attempted  V> 
soothe  ber  sorrows  by  tbe  scarcely  ever  fdAiag 
remedy  of  female  symiiathy. 

"Stop  cry— no  cry,"  she  said,  wi[nug  "'" 
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inm  the  bee  of  Ht^ty,  »  she  would  liara 
romwd  die  wme  office  for  nchtlcl,  mid  stop- 
jing  to  press  Ker,  occasionally,  to  her  own 
vtm  bowin  with  tiie  ufl'ectiou  of  a.  sister; 
"wbfyouno  trouble?  You  no  Diake  be  book, 
if  he  be  wrong ;  and  you  no  make  he  pale>faco, 
<f  Iw  wicked.  There  wicked  red-iuan.  and 
■WMd  white  man— no  colour  all  good — no 
nloiir  all    wicked.     Chiefs   know    that    well 

Ilcttjr  soon  recovered  from  tliis  sudden  burst 
*■•  gnc^  and  tlien  her  luind  reverted  to  the 
I'B'IWW  of  her  mit,  with  all  its  .tiiigte- hearted 
***'itttmm.  Perceiving  that  the  grira-tooking 
™™  were  atill  Standing  around  her  in  grave 
•"wtion,  she  hoped  tJiat  another  effort  to  con- 
•"W  Ihem  of  the  right  might  be  successful. 

'Iweii,  Hist,''  she  said,  struggling  to  snp- 

V^  her  sobs,  and  lo  spealt  distinMly ;  "  tell 

*•  cWcfs  that  it  matters  not  what  the  wicked 

•*-nglit   is   right^tlic   words  of  the  Great 

T'ini  are  the  words  of  tlic  Gre«t  Spirit — and 

"0  Ode  (,n  go  harmless  for  doing  an  evil  act, 

^cuiK  another  has  done  it  before  him  !  'Rtit- 

^ tt«d for  wU,'  says  this  book;  and  that  is 

^  Uw  fur  tlie  red-man  as  well  as  for  the  white 

"  Nurer  liear  such  a  law  among  Delaware,  or 
roL.  II.  c 


^e  c-:iesr 


ct-.u 


'^^^^^P,  and 


vat   DKBIULATBB. 


27 


ofllie  province  hsd  bid  liigh  for  ftcalps.    This 

(nak  avowal  una  received  )>y  the  Iruquois  u-it)i 

^nilent  Mtisfitdion,  iiot  so  inudi,  liowever,  on 

•ceouBt  of  the  advantage  it  gave  tliern,  in  « 

Wnl  point  of  view,  a>  by  proving  that  tltey 

■■diaptared  a  man  worthy  of  occupying  Uteir 

"U^bU,  and  of  becoming  a  subject  of  their 

"^tnge.    Hurry,  nlien  interrogated,  confessed 

"■c  truth,  though  he  would  have  bc«R  more 

i^mmmI  to  concralment  thai)  his  sterner  com- 

P*iii>n,  did  the  circutnstnnccs  very  well  admit 

"'  It*  adoption.     But  lie  had  tact  enough  to 

"•torcr  that  equivocation  would  he  useless,  at 

""t  tnument,  and  he  made  a  merit  of  necessity 

"T  imitating  a  frankness,  which,  in  tlio  case  of 

''<ttt«r,    was   the   ofispring  of  habits   of  in- 

'''^renee,  acting  on  a  dis|)usitiun  that  was  nl- 

**y*  rutlilcM  and  rccklem  of  pcraonal  conse- 

IS'Wncei. 

A^  toon  as  the  chieft  luid  received  the  ati- 

***'«  to  their  questions  they  wulkcd  away  in 

'"^^•ce,  like  men  who  deemed  Uie  matter  dia- 

P''**ti  of,  all   Hetty's   dogmas   being  thrown 

tvAy  Qn  benngs  trained  in  viotinioe  fruni  infancy 

^'^nhoud.     Hclty  and  Hist  were  now  lel^ 

""^e  with  Hutter  and   Hurry,  no  visible  re- 

"'^t  being  fdaced  on  the  muvemcnts  of  cither; 

I^KMigh  all  four,   in   fact,  were  vigilantly  and 

c  2 


::=aa£r^>  ■■■atdiec.      As  respects  ttie  neo. 
c:kne  v^£  i:zd  to  prereat  them  from  giUiDS 
T>:sst3s;:r.  of  may  of  the  rifles  that  lay  sottoeA 
ib:=t.  lieir  ovn  indnded  ;  snd  there  all  (fen 
— i-'-'-x-a-.— ii  ot  ntctfiiloess   ceased,   fla* 
:r.<y,  wi>  vere  so  experienced  in  Indian  jtiP' 
rixs.  "kr.i^  x^o  veil  how  great  was  the  distnx^ 
Sera^eer.  spreaiscces  and  reality,  to  become  Hb 
iuric*  c:':^:5  seeming  carelessness.    Altbon^ 
■x:h  thc-;r,;  ir-cessamly  of  the  means  of  «■ 
rajv.  ar.i  :'r.li  wiihout  concert,  each  was  awn* 
•  :;.c  -^s^'-eiiT-.tss  CI  sttemptins  any  project  of 
tie  «.-r:  that  was  not  deeply  laid  and  promptly 
exiVuTtd,     T'r.ey  had  been  long  enough  in  thi 
;-::v\iii:j-r.-.er.:.  xr.d  were  sufficiently  obsemnt 
t.'  h^vt-  3s<.Yr2'.r.ed  that  Hist  also  was  a  sort  of 
CiSirive;  ar.i  presuming  on  the  circumstance, 
I!-:;er  s^'ke   in   her  presence   more  openlf 
rhi:.  he  rj'.jht  otherwise  have  thought  it  pra- 
iie:-::odo:  :::.:uo;nz  Hurrj- to  be  equally  un- 
^"^tit.i  by  his  example. 

"  I'ii  not  Manie  you,  lictty.  for  coming  on 
:!  !■;  irrar.l,  which  was  well  meant,  if  not  very 
wiii'.y  p'r.Mioi!."  cea;niciicei.I  the  father,  seating 
i  it, -so!;  ;iy  the  side  vf  his  daughter  and  taking 
i.-.T  I'.iind:  a  sijii  of  nlFoctiun  that  this  nide 
\i:  i;  WB4  accustomed  to  manifest  to  this  par- 
ticuliir  child :  "  hut  preaching  and  the  Bible 
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ifenot  the  means  to  tarn  ftn  Indinn  rfx>in  hi« 
9KJI.  Has  Dcenilayer  «enl  any  mcungc }  or 
hu  he  my  scbeoie  hj  which  tie  thinks  to  get 
ufmr 

"At,  that's  the  substance  of  it!"  pot  in 
Hurry ;  "  if  you  can  help  us,  gal,  to  half  »  mile 
^  irrcdonif  or  eren  a  good  start  of  a  short 
^uutcr,  I'll  answer  for  the  rest.  Perhaps  Uic 
old  nun  uiay  want  a  littlo  more,  but  for  one  of 
'T^ogbt  and  years,  thai  will  meat  all  objec- 
liwM." 

Hetty  looked  distrented,  turning  bcr  eyes 
ftom  one  to  the  otlter;  but  stlie  had  no  answer 
to  put  to  the  question  of  the  reckless  Hurry. 

"Father,"  she  said,  "  neither  Deerslayer 
DOT  Jadith  knew  of  iny  ooroinj;  until  I  had 
left  the  ark.  They  are  afraid  the  Iroquois  will 
make  a  raft  and  try  to  get  off  to  the  hut,  and 
think  wore  of  defending  t/tat,  than  of  coming 
to  aid  you." 

"No — no — no,"  said  Hist  huniedly,  though 
in  B  low  voice,  and  with  her  face  bent  towards 
the  earth,  in  order  to  conceal  from  those  whom 
slie  knew  to  be  watching  them  the  fact  of  >i«r 
speaking  ftt  all.  "  No,  no,  no,  Deerslayer  dif- 
fefent  man.  He  no  t'ink  of  defending  'self 
vrith  a  friend  in  danger.  Help  one  another, 
and  all  get  to  hut." 
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'  This  sounds  wdl,  old  Tom,"  said  Umry. 
winking  anil  Laughing,  tltough  lie  too  used  the 
procKution  to  speak  low.  "  Give  me  b  readf- 
wittcd  squaw  for  a.  fn'nd,  ind  thoi^h  I'll  not 
downnglit  dtrfy  an  Iroquois,  I  think  I  wotd^ 
defy  the  devil.*'  B 

"  No  talk  bud,*'  said  Hist ;  "  some  Iroquois 
got  YengeeM  tongue,  and  all  got  YengMse 
ear," 

''  IlaTe  we  a  friend  in  yoo,  young  woman^ 
inquired  tluttcr,  with  an  increasing  interestlH 
the  conference.  "  If  so,  you  may  calculate  on 
a  solid  reward ;  and  nothing  will  b«  caster  than 
to  send  you  to  your  own  tribe,  if  ve  can  orw 
&irly  get  you  off  with  us  to  the  castle.  GivB 
us  the  ark  and  the  canoes,  and  we  can  com* 
niand  the  lake,  spite  of  all  the  savages  in  i 
Canadas.  Nothing  but  artillery  could  drivel 
out  of  the  castle  if  we  can  get  btck  to  ic" 

"  S'pose  *ey  come  ashore  to    take    scrip 
retorted  Hist,  with  cool  irony,  at  which 
girl  appeared  to  be  more  expert  than  is  com- 
mon for  her  sex.  |H 

"  Ay,  ay — that  was  a  mistake ;    but  then  ^^ 
little  use  in  lamentations,  and  less  itil, 
woman,  in  flings." 

"  Father,  said  Hetty,    "  Judith  thinlu 
breaking  open  the  big  chest,  in  liopn  of 
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iDg  something  ia  tit^  -whii^  ntsr  bcj  tdut 
Attdom  of  the  HngES.'* 

A  duk  biok    riMr    over  Hmaxr,    at  tix 
Miwiimiiifiir  <tf  tUs  fret,  awl  )« 
MCDHnBtfiia  m  a  ««yto  mde 
Igbbtoaanwiwl 

'Wbatfor  no  btok  opeo  i^mS?**  pB  is 
BisL  "Titfr  ■waetg  dun  uld  r^"^ — bcs^ 
sweeter  tban  cdd  dieat.  If  no  tell  dcrta'  to 
break  him  opoi,  Wab-A  !-Tf  ah  no  help  Idm  tu 

**Te  kiunr  not  vfaat  ye  atk — re  are  but 
aUj  piiM,  and  die  wisest  -wxy  far  y«  bolii,  is  to 
qieak  a£  what  ye  Bnden&nd,  and  to  i^ieak  of 
nodung  dae.  I  little  like  tide  cold  newest  of 
the  nT^ea,  Hnirr ;  it's  a  proof  thai  &er  douk 
of  aomething  aoiooi^  aad  if  we  are  to  do  anj 
tiling  we  mart  do  it  soon.  Can  we  coast  cm 
tTijf  Toong  w<Hnanj  t^iik  tod  y 

"  Ldaten*"  aud  Hist,  qoicklr,  and  iridi  jm 
earnestness  that  [MVTed  how  much  her  fei:ling» 
were  conooned ;  "  Wab-ta  !-Wab  no  Iru^Q'-a* — 
an  OTer  Delaware — got  Delawve  hear: — Dela- 
ware feelii^.  She  prisoner  tao-  One  pmoner 
hdp  t'other  prisoner.  No  gx>i  to  talif  mjre 
now-  Darter  stay  with  &ther — Wah-u  '.-Wah 
ootne  and  see  finend— all  look  li^t — tkt-a  Xa'A 
what  he  do." 


«''c  occupi,.,!,   as 
races. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

'""'■tricki  ribt  wotU;  uidbeint,  indbc^UhcrkMrt; 
^t*  arianilT  at  imv* ;  ift^u  thiog*  in  doabt. 


Thtt 


cany  but  hair  aaDie;  her  apwch  ii  nolhiag'. 


t  tit  nniupected  oie  of  it  doth  nove 
^  iunn  to  coUeetion  ; " 


in  AH  SPEARS. 


Wb  left  the  occupants  of  the  castle  and  the 

^«  buried   in  sleep.     Once  or  twice  in  the 

^urse  of  the  night,  it  is  true,  Deerslsyer  or  the 

'Delaware  arose,    and    looked    out    upon    the 

^t'^nquil  lake,  when,  finding  all  safe,  they  re> 

^^Umed  to  their  pallets,  and  slept  like  men  who 

^ere  not  easily  deprived  of  their  natural  rest. 

A.t  the  first  signs  of  the  dawn  the  former  arose 

Itowever,  and  made  his  personal  arrangements 

tor    the  day;    though   his  companion,   whose 

ttights  had  not  been  tranquil,  or  without  dis- 

lurbance  of  late,  continued  on  his  blanket  until 

the  sun  had  fairly  risen.     Judith,  too,  was  later 

than   common  that  morning,    for  the   earlier 

hours  of  the  night  had  brought  her  little  of 

c  3 
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WcftibieM  of  tb«  di^uise,  if  not  its  ■bsoluts 

aecenitjr.    Should  the  Iroquois  diMroYef  a  red- 

tata  in  or  about  the  castle,  it  migfat  indeed 

pixw  tliem  more  on  their  guard,  uid  give  their 

><U|Hcioiis    a    direction   Ui  wards   their   fciD^ 

(■piire.    Any  tiling  was  licttcr  tlian  »  failure^ 

»it  Kgirdcd  his  bctrotlted,  and,  after  taming 

tbtdifiicrcnt  garments  round  and  round,  exa- 

Biiaing  them   witli  n  spedes  of  grarc  irony, 

i^Ming    to    draw   thi-m   on   tn    a   way   that 

■Jefeitcd  itself,  and  othcrtriae  manifesting  the 

KlucUiKX   of  n  yuung  saragc  to  oonfiue  lus 

wobB  in  the  usual  appliances  of  civiliwd  life, 

^t  cliief  suhmiUcd  to  the  directions  of  iiis 

Wmpanion,  and  finally  stood  fortli,  so  far  a* 

lie  eye  oould  detect,  a  red-man  in  colour  alune. 

tittle  was  to  be  Rpprchcndcd   from  this  last 

JKruliarity,    however,    tlie  distance  from    tbe 

■hure  and  the  want  of  glasses,  preventing  any 

Very   close  scrutiny,   and   Dccrslayer  hiinsdf, 

Ihotu;!)  of  a  brighter  a^id  fresher  Lint,  had  a 

Eountenanee  that  was  burnt  by  tlie  sun  to  a 

)  aoarcely  leHa  red  than  that  of  his  Muhican 

Ktmpanion.    The  awkwardness  of  the    I>ela 

Ware  in  his  new  attire,  cauHed  his  friend  tu 

nnUe  more  than  onoe  that  day,  but  be  corefuUy 

ibstaincd  from  the  use  of  any  of  those  jokes 

rblcli  would  have  been  bandied  amoi^  white 


""'"I  season. 
^li-^'    ineetin; 

"'ent,  grave,  » 
'»yi«r  looks  th 
^•i  while  the 
***»»  with  its 

'^  few  words  ofc 
»^yer«dthegi, 
'«'.  bot  no  .Una 
*«»°-    At  length  J 

"d  whose  norelfi 

«wn  sentiments  m 

«>mmon,  introduo 

"^fto-howbown 

"*«="?•«)  in   the  c. 

nigbt 

"  '*  wouJd  be  dre 
abnipUyexcJaim^l 
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V&m  irho  arc  in  trouble,  could  the  vnf  to  do 
it  be  p'iiitcd  out.  It's  no  trifling  matter  to  fall 
into  red-ikin  hands,  when  men  set  out  on  an 
»Wd  like  that  which  took  Ilutter  and  Hurry 
wliwei  that  I  know  as  well  as  another;  and  I 
vouU'nt  wish  my  wunt  inimy  tn  such  a  strait, 
noch  leu  them  nith  whom  I've  journeyed,  and 
^  wd  slept.  Have  you  any  scheme,  that 
r^'ould  like  to  hare  the  Sarpent  and  me 
WiToiir  to  cany  out  ■" 

"I  know  of  no  other  means  to  release  the 

PWuiiers  than  by  bribing  the  Iroquois.    Tliey 

*'*  not  proof  against  presents ;  and  wc  might 

"•f  enough  perliapit,  to  make  tliem  think  it 

*J**t«r  to  carry  away  wliat  to  tliem  will  be  rich 

P***,  than  to  c*iTy  away  poor  prisoners ;   if, 

'»d,  tliey  should  carry  Uieni  away  at  all !" 

This  is  well  enough,  Judith;  yes,  it's  well 

'"'^tigh,  if  the  inimy  is  to  be  bought,  and  we 

****    find  articles  to  make  the  purchase  with. 

*^Ur  father  has  a  convenient  lodge,  and  it  is 

'^'Mt  cunningly  placed ;  though  it  doesn't  weeia 

"'entock'd  with  ricliea  that  will  be  likely  U> 

'"^y  his  riinsom.     There's  the  piece  he  calls 

Sjlldtcr,  might  count  for  something,  and  I  un- 

Mnland  tliere's  n  keg  of  powder  about,  which 

Kiigbt  Im  a  make<weight  sartain ;  and  yet  two 

tUe-bodied  men  are  not  to  be  bought  oiT  for  u 

(rifle— besides — " 


1^: 
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"  Besides  what  ?"  demanded  Judith,  impa- 
tiently, observing  that  the  other  hesitated  to 
proceed,  probably  from  a  reluctance  to  distrew 
her. 

"Why,  Judith,  the  Frenchers  offer  bounties 
as  well  as  our  own  side  ;  and  the  piice  of  tv» 
scalps  would  purchase  a  keg  of  powder,  and  k 
ri£e;  though  I'll  not  say  one  of  the  latter  al~ 
together  as  good  as  Killdeer,  there,  which  your 
father  va'nts  as  oncoromon  and  onequslled^ 
like.  But  fair  powder,  and  a  pretty  saitsin. 
rifle ;  and  then  the  red  men  are  not  the  expaiteifc 
in  fire  arms,  and  don't  always  know  the  dificF- 
ence  atwist  that  which  is  ra'al,  and  that  whkia 
is  seeming." 

"  This  is  horrible  !''  muttered  the  girl,  struck 
by  the  homely  manner  in  which  her  companion 
was  accustomed  to  stute  his  facts.  "  Bat  you 
overlook  my  own  clothes,  Deerslayer ;  and 
they,  I  think,  mi^ht  go  far  with  the  women  of 
the  Iroquois." 

"  No  doubt  they  would ;  no  doubt  thej 
would,  Judith,"  returned  the  other,  looking  at 
her  keenly,  as  if  he  would  ascertain  whether 
she  were  really  capable  of  making  such  a  sacri- 
fice. "But  are  you  sartain,  gal,  you.coald 
find  it  in  your  heart  to  part  with  your  otd 
finery  for  such  a  purpose  ?     Many  is  the  ntan 


poor. 


'4  m 


TUB   BKCBSI^TBrn. 

vlio  IiH  tbongbt  be 

*»nA  ilim  in  the  hot ;  I've : 

Am  comiied  they  vcn  kiad,  ■ 

P^t  away  all  they  h>d  to    the 

^'n  been  Usteaiag  to  other 

^artedaen ;  but  wfaee*  6atm 

l%tt  u  the  hveo  hickoty,  vftcn  k 

^ovuright  oSeriogi  o(  tbmr 

Judith,  you're 

^y  one  roi^t  obMm^  wai  do  ao  fcam  ta  tke 

trutli  i  and  Uiey  that  hare  btaalj,  Eha  tu  have 

that  which  will  adorn  iL    An  yon  artna  jam 

Coald  find  it  la  yoar  beait  to  part  with  jaar 

bwn  finery!" 

The  BooUuog  alliuion  to  the  penoaal  cfaaana 
of  the  girl  was  well-tiiDed  to  oooatenct  the 
effect  produced  by  the  dtaunt  Ihift  the ; 
man  irxpreucd  of  Jodicb'a  dnotioa  to  bo*  I 
datiea.  Had  another  aaid  aa  auicb  aa  Occr- 
slayer,  the  ootoplimcnt  would  nasi  profaahl; 
bare  bee  a  overlooked  in  the  tiidi^Mtiaa 
awBkcned  by  tite  doubta ;  bat  even  the  mt- 
poUabcd  aioccrity,  that  aa  ultra  Piade  ihia 
simple-minded  hunter  bare  bis  llioaghta,  lad  • 
charm  fur  the  girl ;  atid^  while  aba  cQkmRd, 
sod  fur  an  inxtant  her  eyes  flaahed  fire,  afae 
could  not  find  it  iu  her  heart  to  be  rcaUy  Kafry 
with  one  wboae  very  soul  seemed  truth  aikd 
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mnnly  ktnOiiPiM.  Look  her  reproaches  slie  di^K  j| 
but  conquering  the  desire  to  retort,  »im-  * 
Huoceeded  in  answehng  in  a  mild  and  friendly 
manner. 

"  Yuu  must  keep  all  your  laTourable  opuuo(k.9 
for  the  Delaware  girls,  Dceralayer,  if  jro** 
seriously  think  thus  of  those  of  your  otts 
colour,"  she  said,  aSccliog  to  laugh.  "  Bat.  Iry 
mc;  if  you  find  that  I  regret  cither  riband  o*" 
feather,  silk  or  muslin,  then  may  you  think 
what  you  please  of  my  heart,  and  say  vhat  youa 
think." 

"Thafs  justice!     The  rarest  thing  to  find 
on  'artli,  is  n  truly  just  man.     So  says  TaiDC" 
nund,  the  wisest  prophet  of  tltc  Dclawins  ; 
and  10  all  must  think  tlmt  have  occasion  U» 
sec,  and  tulk,  and  act  among  mankind.     I  love 
a  just  man,  S*r])cnt;  hts  eyes  are  ne\-er  covered 
vriUi  darkness  tovrurds  his  inimies,  while  thcjr 
arc  all  sunshine   and  bri^^litncsa  towards  Ills 
fri'iids.      He  unes  the   reason    that  God  bv 
gix-en  him,  and  he  uses  it  with  a  fcclin*  of  lii^ 
being  ordered  to  look  at,  and  to  consider  tbii;^ 
as  tliey  ttrt,  and  not  as  he  wants  them  to  b«9— 
It's  easy  enough  lo  find  men  who  call  tliea  -" 
selves  just ;  but  it's  wonderful  oncomauw 
find  them  that  are  the  thing,    in   fact.     li 
often  have  I  seen  Indians,  gal,  who  belieTi 


Tne    DBtlHiSLAYEB. 


41 


"TWereloodiii'  into  a  matter  agreeable  to  the 

'iW  of  Ihc  Great  Spirit,  when,  in  truth,  they 

■OS  only  striving  to  act  up  to  their  own  will 

">''  plewure,  and  this,  half  of  the  time,  with 

'  'unputiuQ  to  go  wrong  that  could  no  more 

*  tttrt  by  themselves,  than  the  stream  that 

'^  ill  tlie    next  valley,  con  be  seeo  by  us 

™<Mtgh  yonder  mountain ;  though  any  looker- 

")  nij^t  have  discovered  it,  as  plainly  as  we 

'»   diacover   the   porch   tliat    nrc   swimming 

"CHind  tl»is  huN" 

**  Very  true,  Deenilayer,"  rejoined  Judith, 
lc«it)»  every  trace  of  displeasure  in  a  bright 
KBile  J  "  very  true ;  and  I  hope  to  se«  you  act 
"*>  tliis  love  of  justice,  in  all  matters  In  which 
I  aoi  concerned.  Above  oil,  I  hope  you  will 
judge  for  yourself,  and  not  believe  every  evil 
•Wi^  tluit  a  prating  idler,  like  Hurry  Harry, 
"«y  have  to  tell,  that  goes  to  touch  the  good 
'*'ne  of  any  young  woman  who  may  not 
™Ppen  to  have  the  same  opinions  of  his  face 
[*"*!  person  UiM  the  blustering  gallant  has  of 
'■'Tiaelf." 

Hurry  Harry's  ideas  do  not  pass  for  gospel 
j^**^  me,  Judith ;  but  even  worse  thim  he  niiiy 
*■*«   eyes    and   ears,"    returned    tlie    other, 
^Vely, 

Enough  of  this  I"  exclaimed  Juditli,  witli 
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flasliing  eye,  and  a  fliuh  that  mounted  to  b. 
temples ;  "  and  more  of  my  tnther  aitd  iiis 
HOin.      Tia  ua  yoa  say,  Uecrslayer ;   the  In 
dians  will  not  be  likely  to  give  up  tlicir  pn- 
aoners,  without  a  hea«-ior  bribe  tban  my  clotbei 
can  oBer,  and  fattier'a  rifle  and  powder.    IIiuk 
ia  the  cbest." 

''Ay,  there  is  Uic  chist,  na  you  any,  Judiiiii 
and  when  the  question  gets  to  be  betvceu  i 
Moret  and  a  si-alp,  I  should  think  moat  m 
would  [>rcfur keeping  the  last.  Ptd  your&l 
ever  give  you  any  do\Tnrigbt  oonimand 
sarning  that  cliist  V 

"  Ncixr.     He  has  altrays  appeared  to 
its  locks,  and  its  st«cl  banda,  and  ila  atm 
ita  best  protection." 

"  'Tie  n  rare  chist,  and  ollogt^hcr  of 
build,"  returned  Decrslaycr,  rising  and 
proaching  the  tiling  tn  question,  on  whkh 
seated  hiniseir,  with  a  Ttew  to  exantiac  it 
greater  case.  "  Chlngachgook,  this  is  no  wv^ 
that  conies  of  any  fcHrest  that  you  or  1  liivc 
ever  trailed  throu^ !  Tian't  the  black  walnut; 
and  yet  it's  quite  as  comely,  if  not  more  ■■>• 
did  the  smoke  and  the  treatment  give  it 
pUy." 

The  Delaware  drew  near,  felt  of  the 
examined  its    grain,    cndcaTOured    to 
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KUttsui^witb  R  nul,  and 
t'^Unauiif  over  the  steel  bands,  tbe  hory  pa4> 
iocb,  and  tlie  oUier  nord  pccalknties  aC  cbc 
^  Dwire  box. 

^U  "^o — nothing  like  this  gnm  m  tbcae  n- 
^Pn^"  resomed  Deenlayer  ;  **  IVe  aeen  all 
.jiitatk9,  both  the  iMplf.  the  ehns  the  Imw- 
notl,  all  ttwnhiats^ttebalUfBali^aadnwf 
tRc  Uut  has  a  substaooe  and  eokkar,  wwight 
■to  aone  form  ur  other  ;  bat  aenr  haTc  I 
wforc  seen  such  a  wood  as  this  I  Judith,  tbs 
diiii  itMrli'  would  buy  jroor  father's  frecdant} 
or  Iroquois  curViity  isn't  as  mrong  as  icd^kia 
nr'oaity,  in  genenl;  especialljr  in  the  taatter 
tfmodB.'* 
"  The  purchase  mii^ht  be  cheaper  made,  per- 
DcQrslayer.  The  chcsl  is  full,  aod  it 
.  maid  be  better  to  part  with  lialf,  than  to  part 
with  the  whole.  Besides,  bther—l  know  not 
vhy — but  father  ralucs  that  chest  highly." 
"  He  would  Mem  to  prise  what  it  holds,  more 
n  the  chist  itself,  judging  by  the  manner  in 
f«rhich  he  treatx  the  out!ti<le,  and  Kcures  tlie 
JlBaide.  Here  arc  three  lucks,  Judith;  is  there 
to  key?' 

'  "  I've  never  seen  one  ;  and  yet  key  tliere 
toost  be,  since  Hetty  told  us,  tJtc  had  often 
|Ben  the  chest  opened." 


|»h] 


"  This  is  fo 
fur  you.     The 
and  H  utter  is  y 
is  a  woman's 
there  yon  have 
If  the  chist  has 
to  me  they  woul 
th^  owner's  Uf( 
bnt  thatia  a  nu 
not  for  ourn.     W 
or  a  buck,  or  a  cs 
kin  becomes  hia  r 
of  the  woods, 
say  whether  the 
opened." 

"  I  hope  you 
tate  when  my  fit 
aUyer  I" 

"WhTT  :»>- 
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wWDsl  in  men*!  ftUing  out  with  what  bw 
ten  done  for  their  own  good ;  I  dare  to  ay 
dwt  tna  the  moon  wonld  wem  •  different 
thing  from  what  it  does  now,  cooU  we  look  at 

it  from  the  other  side." 

"  Deenlayer,  if  we  can  find  the  iey,  I  will 
Mtboriie  yoo  to  open  the  cheat,  and  to  take 
mA  thioga  fiom  it,  as  yon  ouy  think  will  bny 
6ther'H  ransom." 

"Rrst  find  the  key,  gal  ;  well  talk  of  the 
mt  a'terwards.  Sarpent,  yoa've  eyes  like  a 
ij,  and  a  jadgment  that's  seldom  out ;  can  you 
Up  US  in  calculating  where  floating  Tom  wonld 
be  apt  to  keep  the  key  of  a  chist  that  be  holds 
to  be  as  private  as  this  1" 

The  Delaware  had  taken  no  part  in  the  dis- 
oonrse,  nntil  he  was  thas  directly  appealed  to, 
when  he  quitted  the  chest,  which  had  continued 
to  attract  his  attention,  and  cast  about  him  for 
the  place  in  which  a  key  would  be  likely  to 
be  concealed,  under  such  circumstances.  As 
Jadith  and  Deerslayer  were  not  idle,  the  while, 
the  whole  three  were  soon  engaged  in  an 
anxious  and  spirited  search.  As  it  was  certain 
that  the  desired  key  was  not  to  be  found  in  any 
of  the  common  drawers,  or  closets,  of  which 
tboe  were  sereral  in  the  building,  none  looked 
there,  but  all  turned  their  inquiries  to  those 


'^'"'s  [>art  of 

'n^'  sereraJ  ai 
devoted  to  th( 
'ts  owner;  but 

""o  keys,  it  was 
"e  to  Ught  the 
TAey  now  ei 
^'augfiters.      Chi 
'^■uck  with  the 
^nd  the  arrangen 
f''«t  might  be  cai 
more  properly  be 
exclamation  escap, 
*^"Wtion.  he  allud. 
speaking  to  bis  ft, 
"As  you  think, 
«'«)-er;  whose  rem^ 
^^nglish,  preserving 
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M'lMtlj'iui  God  CTcr  cn-AUd  goodness  and 

MIu   Y«t,  after  all,  I  dure  hijt  that  Judith 

WWrartues,  and  Hetty  has  her  failin's." 
"And  tlie  '  Fcchlc-Mind'  has  seen  the  chest 

•powdf  inquired  Cliingachgook,  with  curio- 

■ilT  b  his  giancc. 

"Sattoin  ;  that  much  I've  heard  (ix>m  her 
I'll  lipa ;  and  for  Chat  matter,  so  have  yvn. 
"  sums  her  father  dorxTi't  misgire  fier  discre- 
■iu),  though  he  doejt  lluit  of  his  eldest  darter." 

"Then  the  Vey  is  hid  onlj-  from  tlie  Wild 
Boser"  for  so  Chingiicltgook  Iiud  bL'gun  gal- 
■■itlif  to  term  Judith  in  Iiia  priratc  discourse 
*ith  liis  hricnd, 

"  That's  it !  That's  just  it !  One  he  trusts, 
*nd  tlic  other  he  doesn't.  There's  red  and 
■■Mte  in  that,  Sarpent ;  all  tribes  and  nations 
^tceetng  in  trusting  some,  and  refbsing  to  trust 
^«r  some.    It    depends  on  diameter   and 

**  Where  could  a  key  he  put,  so  little  likely 
*°  ■>«  found  hy  tlie  Wild  Itose,  as  among  coarse 
"  *hes  ?•• 

I^versbyer  started,  and  turning  to  his  ftiend, 
admimtion  expressed  in  erery  lineament 
"*  Ilia  face,  he  fiiirly  laoghed,  in  his  silent  hut 
^*^y  manner,  at  the  ingenuity  and  readiness 
"  ^be  conjecture. 


««»  she  fi,, 

J*^    TOed 

fi^u-d-     A  CO* 

■'"dith  »«  ,^ 

^o-Jd  be  likely  to 
The  »ords  were 
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« late,  M  macli  with  resentment,  perhaps,  as 
ntli  thamc ;  nnd  she  bit  her  lip,  though  she  con- 
^rurI  lilcnt.     DccrsUyer  nnd  his  friend  now 
^Wrrercd  th«  delicacy  of  men  of  native  rcfino- 
>Mn^  neither  smiling,  or  even  by  u  glance  be- 
In^ing  how  completely  he  understood  the  mo- 
Uitj  tnd  ingenuity  of  this  i-lever  artifice.   Tlie 
Mrnicr,  wlui  hnd  Uken  the  k«y  from  the  Inilinn, 
'^Hk  way  into  the  adjoining  room,  and  apply- 
ing it  to  ■  lock,  ascertained  that  the  right  in- 
''ftttnent  liad  actually  b«en  found.   There  were 
"irec  padlocks,  each   of  which,  however,  was 
••sily  opt-neil  hy  tJiiti  sitigic  key,     Deerslayer 
"sniovnl  titem  nil,  loosened  the  liaxps,  mined 
^"i  lid  a  little  to  muke  certain  it  was  loose,  and 
then  lie  drew  hack  from  tlie  chest,  sercraJ  feet, 
"Sting  to  his  friend  to  follow. 
***niiB  is  a  family  chist,  Judith,'"   he  said, 
'tis  like  to   hold  family   secrets.      The 
nt  and  I  will  go  into  tlie  ark,  and  look  to 
caaoes,  and  paddles,  and  oars;  while  yoti 
^*'*     examine   it    by    yourself,  and   find    out 
"I'Otlmr  imy  thing  that  will  be  a  make-weight 
^  nutsnin,  is,  or  La  not,  among  ttie  articles. 
*'en  you'ire  got  tlirough,  give  us  a  call,  and 
*^U  all   ait  in  council,  together,  touching  the 
"*»«  of  the  articles.- 
*"  Stop,  Deerslayer,''  exclaimed  the  giri,  as 

*Ot.   II.  D 
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he  wu  about  to  vtthdnw ;  "  not  b  bb^I 
will  1  touch — I  v,-ill  not  erco  rusetlwl 
unless  j-oa  an  present.      Father   and   8c 
bave  seen  fit  to  keep  the  inside  of  this  dii 
secTQt  from  me,  and  I  am  much  too  proad  I 
pry  into  tlieir  hidden  treasures,  unless  it ' 
for  their  own  good.     But,  on  no  account, ' 
I  open  the  cheat  alone.     Stay  with  oac,  I 
i  want  witnesses  of  what  I  do." 

"  I  rather  think,   Sarpent,   that   the  gil  t» 
right  1  Confidence  and  reliance  beget  •ecoiilV'v 
but   suspidon   is  like   to   make   ua  all  «k^- 
J  uditli  has  a  right  to  a&k  ua  to  l>e  present ; 
should  tho  chist  hold  any  of  Master  He 
secrets,  they  will  &U  into  the  keeping  oi  nra 
as  close-moathcd  youn^  men  as  arc  lo  be  famfL 
We  tDiO  stay  with  you,  Judith — but  first  ktv 
take  a  look  at  the  lake  and  the  shore,  for  lb* 
chist  will  not  be  emptied  la  a  minute." 

The  two  men  now  went  out  on  the 
and  DccrsLaycr  sucpt  the  shore  with 
glass,  while  the  Indian  gravely  turned  hisejl 
on  the  water  and  the  woods,  in  quest  of  asf 
•igu  tliat  might  betray  tho  machinatioita  «f 
their  enemies.  Nothing  was  viMble,  and  al- 
lured of  their  tempormry  security,  the  three 
collected  aronnd  the  chest  again,  with  tba 
BTowed  object  of  opening  it. 


e,  for  lb* 

pkdc>S 
with  S^ 
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Ittditfa  had  held  this  chest,  aod  iu  unknown 
conttnU,  in  a  specieB  of  rererenoe  u  long  m 
ibe  oould  remember.     2«'eitber  her  father,  Dor 
W  mother  ever  mentioned  it  in  her  presence ; 
■nd  ihon  apiKarcd  to  be  a  silent  convention, 
^innsming  the  different  ubjecta  tliat  occwion- 
^  Uood  near  it  or  even  lay  on  its  lid,  cue 
i^Mald  be  had  to   avoid  any  allusion  to  the 
(i>M  Itself.     Habit  had  rendered  this  so  esa)*, 
*"()  N  much  a  matter  of  coune,  that  it  vas 
only  quite  recentir,  tlie  girl  had  begun  even  to 
niue  on  the  singularity  of  the  circumstance. 
°ut  there  had  never  been  HufHcient  intimacy 
tttwten   Hutter    and   his  eldest   daughter  to 
BTKe  confidence.     At  times  he  vns  land,  bat 
n  genenl,  with  her  more  cspedally.   he  was 
em  and  morose.     Least  of  all  had  his  au- 
ority  been  exercised  in  a  way  to  embolden 
I  child  to  venture  on  tlie  liberty  she  was 
out  to  take,  without  many  misgii-ing«  of  the 
nsei)aences,  although  the  Uberty  proceeded 
m  a  desire  to  serve  hinutelf.     Then  Judith 
a  not  altogether  ftee  from  a  tittle  supcrsti- 
o  on   the  auhject  of  Uiis  clicst,  which  had 
od  a  sort  of  tabooed  relic  before  her  eyes, 
m  childhood  to  tiie  gircMnt  hour.     Ncver- 
ilesa,  the  time  liad  come  when  it  would  teem 
Atiiit  mystery  wu  to  be  exphiined,  and  tliat 

O  8 


52  THE    DEERSLAYEB. 

under  circumstances,  too,  which  left  her  v^rj" 
little  chuice  in  tlie  matter. 

Finding  that  both    her   companions   vere 
watching   her  movements    in    grave    sHeaoe, 
Judith  placed  a  hand  on   the  lid  and  endet- 
voured  to  r^se  it.    Her  strength,  howenr, 
was  insufficient,  and    it  appeared  to  the  gii^ 
who   was  fully  aware  that  all  the   fastemnp 
were   removed,   that  she  waa  resisted  in  ta 
unhallowed    attempt,    by    some    supematanl 
power. 

"  I  cannot  raise  the  lid,  Deerslayer,"  ib* 
said :  "  had  we  not  better  give  up  the  attempli 
and  find  some  other  means  of  releasing  dv 
prisoners  ?" 

"  Not  so,  Judith ;  not  so,  gal.  No  hmuu 
are  as  sartaiii  and  easy,  as  a  good  bnbi^ 
answered  the  other.  "  As  for  the  lid,  'tis  iM 
by  nothing  but  its  own  weight,  which  is  piv- 
digiaus  fur  so  small  a  piece  of  wood,  loaiii 
with  iron  as  it  is." 

As  Deerslayer  spoke,  he  applied  his  (W 
strength  to  the  effort,  and  succeeded  in  raisiiiS 
tlic  lid  against  the  timbers  of  the  house,  wtitft 
he  took  care  to  secure  it,  by  a  sufficient  prop- 
Judith  fairly  trembled,  as  she  cast  her  fin* 
glance  at  the  interior;  and  she  felt  a  tempo* 
rary  rehef  in  discovering  that  a  piece  of  caDT**^ 
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wu  carefully  tnckcd  in,  around  tho  uigfiSf 
effntiully  coiicealeil  nil  Iwnefttli  it.  The  chest 
»w  ippurently  well  storeti,  hovpercr,  tlie  can- 
nii  Ijing  vrithiii  mi  iitcli  of  the  lid. 

"  Here's  a  full  raxgo,"  said  Dceralayer,  eye- 
ing tlii;  arrsngomcnt ;  "  and  wc  bad  ii(s»ts  go 
tovork  Ittsurvly,  and  at  our  case.  Sarpcnt, 
binj  nme  stoola,  while  I  nprcad  this  blanket 
<ntlM  floor,  and  then  we'll  begin  work  orderly 
niJ  in  comfort." 

Tht  Delaware  complied;  Dccrslaycr  civilly 

pUecd  a  atvol  for  Juditli,  took  one  himself, 

■nd  conmenced  tlic  removal  of  tbc   canvass 

'*'*ring.      Tliis  was  done  dclibcralcly  and  in 

Mciulious  a  manner,  ns  if  it  were  believed  that 

""ncs  of  a   delicate  constniction   lay  hidden 

••"eub.     Wlien  tlic  canvass  was  removed,  the 

**t  articles  tJiat  came   in  view  were  mma  of 

'**  liabilinienta  of  the  male  sex.     These  were 

^  fine  niaterialK, and,  according  to  the  fashions 

Uie  ngv,  were  gay  in  colours,  and  rich  in 

""•ftments.     One   coal,   in   particular.  w«.i   of 

'^'Icl,  and   had  buttoii^holes  worked  in  gold 

P'^d.     Still  it  was  not  miUtary,  but  was  part 

"  the  attire  of  a  ci%-ilian  of  condition,  at   a 

f^od  when  koeial  rank  wa»  rigidly  respected 

"^  dress.     Cliingnchgook  could  not  refrain  from 

^  •xdamation  of  pleasure  as  booq  as  Deer- 
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jtlnyer  opened  this  vMt,and  held  it  tip 
for,  notwithstjuiding  all  his  trained   •elf-com- 
mand, the  splendour  of  the  vestment  was  too 
much  for  tlie  phitostiphy  of  an  ItHliuti.     l)ee^^ 
dayet  turned  quickly,  and  he  regiurded 
friend  with   momentary   displeasure,    as 
burst  of  weakness  escaped  him ;  and  then 
soliloquized,  as  was  his  precttoe^  whencrer  mjr 
strong  feeling  suddenly  got  the  ascendancy. 

«  Tis  his  gift !— yes,  'tis  the  gift  of  a  »*• 
skin  to  love  finery,  and  he  is  not  to  be  bUnt^ 
This  is  an  extr'ontary  garment,  too ;  and  »■ 
tr'omary  things  get  up  extr*omay  feeUn'a.  ^M 
think  this  will  do,  Judith,  for  ihc  Indian  he«^ 
is  hardly  to  bo  found  in  all  America,  that 
withstand  colours  like  these,  and  glitter 
that.    If  this  coat  was  erer  made  for 
father,  you're  come  honeatJy  by  the  taste 
finery,  you  have." 

*'  That  coat  was  rtever  made  for  father," 
answered  the  girl,  quickly ;  "it  ia  mucti  tw 
long ;  while  father  is  short  and  square." 

"  Cloth    was  plenty,  if  it  was,   and  gBlW 
cheap,"  answered  Deerstayer,  with  his  sikH 
joyous  lat^h.      "  Sarpcnt,  this  garment  «u 
made   for  a  man  of  your  site,   and  I  shoui 
like  to  sec  it  on  your  shouldera." 

Chtngachgook,  noUiing  loth,  submitted  to 


I 


TBB   DEBBSLAYKB.  59 

'''4;  throwing  aside  the  comm  and  tKrexd  bare 
F^of  HuUer,  to  deck  hU  person  in  a  co*t 
tlw  wu  originally  intended  for  «  gcntlonuto. 
7k  (nauformation  was  ludicroiu;  bat  as  man 
ve  seldom  struck  with  incongruities  in  thctr 
Mm  appearance,  any  more  than  in  thdr  own 
ooodoct,  the  Delaware  studied  this  change  in  a 
common  glass,  by  which  U  utter  was  in  the 
habit  of  shaving,  with  great  interest.  At  that 
moment  he  tliutij^ht  of  Hist,  and  we  owe  it  to 
truth  to  say,  thou;!;h  it  may  mihtatc  a  little 
against  the  stem  character  of  a  warrior  to  own 
it,  that  he  wished  he  could  be  seen  by  her,  tn 
his  present  improved  aspect. 

"  Off  with  it,  Sarpcnt — off  with  it,''  resumed 
the  inflexible  Decralayer ;  "  such  garments  aa 
little  become  yon,  as  they  would  become  me. 
Your  gifta  are  for  punt,  and  liawL-'s  feathers, 
and  blankets,  and  wampum ;  and  mine  arc  for 
doublets  of  skin,  tough  legging  and  sRiriceable 
moccasins.  I  say  moccasins,  Judith ;  for 
tlioagh  white,  Liring  as  1  do  in  the  woods,  it's 
necessary  to  take  to  some  of  the  practises  of 
the  woods  for  comfort's  sake  and  cheapnesa." 
"  I  tee  no  reaaon,  Deenlayer,  why  one  man 
may  not  wear  a  scarlet  coat,  aa  wdl  aa  another," 
returned  the  gir).  "  I  wish  1  oould  see  you  in 
tbia  handsome  garmenL.* 


...s.  uiiii  uie  11)  'em,  thuug 
anotlicr  deer,  or  spear  aiu 
have  I  cluiic,  tliat  you  sh 
in  such  a  flaunting  coat,  J 

"  Because  I  think.  Deer 
tongaed  and  &lse-heartec 
the  garrison,  ought  not  al< 
feathers ;  but  that  truth  ant 
claims  to  be  honoured  and 

"  And  what  ezaltification 
have  remarked  that  Deers 
cridcally  studied  his  dictio 
exaltification  would  it  be  to 
bedizzened  and  bescarleted, 
that  has  just  got  his  present: 
No — no — I'm  weil  as  I  am 
be   no  better.      Lay   the   c 
blanket,  Sarpent,  and  let  m 
the  chist." 

The  temptinf  («>"""-*■   - 
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c*^d  fiemale.  A  beautiful  dress  of  brocade, 
•  little  the  worse  from  negligent  treatment,  fol- 
1^*^;  utd  tliia  time  open  excUinations  of 
gKl  escaped  the  lips  of  Judith.  Mucli  m 
^^tlhad  been  addicted  to  dms,  and  fitrour- 
"^  u  had  been  her  opporttmitics  of  scdng 
''Vie  little  pretension  in  that  way,  among  tlie 
Im  of  tiic  different  commandants,  and  other 
wiiM  of  the  forts,  never  before  had  she  boheld 
■  tinoe,  or  tinta  to  equal  those  that  were  now 
to  onrxpoctcdly  placiNl  before  her  eyes.  Ilcr 
npture  vna  almost  childish ;  nor  would  she 
■Uow  the  inquiry  to  proceed  until  she  b«d  aU 
tired  her  person  in  a  robe  so  unsuiled  to  her 
habits  and  her  abode.  Willi  this  end,  she 
withdrew  into  Iter  own  rooui,  where,  with 
bands  praetiwed  in  sudi  offices,  she  aoon  got 
rid  of  Iter  own  neat  gown  of  linen,  and  atood 
forth  in  tite  gay  tints  of  the  brocade.  The 
dresa  happened  to  fit  the  fine,  full,  person  of 
Judith,  and  certainly  it  had  never  adorned  a 
being  better  qualilied  by  natural  gifts,  to  do 
crvdic  to  its  really  rich  hues  and  fine  texture. 
Wben  she  returned,  both  Dcerslayer  and  Chin- 
pehgoitk,  who  had  passed  the  brief  time  of 
her  absence,  in  taking  a  second  look  at  the 
male  garments,  arose  in  surprise,  each  pennit- 
ing   excUnmtions  of  wonder  and   pleasure  to 
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that  a  qaeen  ] 

gire  Bp  old  H 

at  such  a  apec 

"  I  thought 

Deerslayer,"  i 

admiration  mo 
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OS  the  frank'Speaking  honter,  in    no  degree 

knened  the  e&ct  of  her  chsrmB ;  and  aa  the 

Inmid  eyea  blended  with  it  a  took  of  sensibi- 

%i  perhaps  Judith  never  appeared  more  trulf 

'ovely,  than  at  what  the  young  man  had  called 

that  "  blessed  instant."     He  shook  his  head, 

held  it  suspended  a   moment  over  the  open 

ehest   like  one  in  doubt,  and  then  proceeded 

with  the  examination. 

^venl  of  the  minor  articles  of  female  dress 

came  next,  all  of  a  quality  to  correspond  with 

the  go\im.    These  were  Iwd  at  Juditli's  feet  in 

silence,  as  if  she  had  a  natural  claim  to  their 

P**'*ession.     One  or  two,  such  as  gloves,  aTic; 

™*»  tlie  girl  caught  up,  and  appended  to  liei 

already  fich  attire,  in  affected  playfuhiess,  bu* 

*^tn  tlie  real  design  of  decorating  her  pentui 

**  ***■    as  circumstances  would  allow.     Wliei 

f^^      two  remarkable  suits,  male  and  feuun' 

™*y     «Tiight  be  termed,  were  removed,  aiiot-u- 

anT^3,  covering   separated  the  remaiiidtr:    ■ 

*"*  **"licle8  from  the  part  of  the  chest  um 

""^y      liad  occupied.     As   soon   as   D««:i»»^.> 

P®'"'^^*Ted  this  arrangement,  he  pauaeil.   l.-~ 

*^f  the  propriety   of  proceeding    i** 
ther. 

-livery  man  has  his  secrets,  I  *«(>»•-■* 
»    *'and  all  men  have  a  right  lo  i—-  -- 
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ment ;  we've  got  low  enough  in  this  cliis  f,    / 
my  judgment  to  answer  our  wants,  and  it  seem^ 
to  me  we  should  do  well  by  going  no  fartlierJ 
and  I)y  letting  Master  Hutter  have  to  biif' 
self,  nnd  his  own  feelin's,  all  that's  beneath  tbf 
cover." 

"  Do  you  mean,  Deerslayer,  to  ofier  thw^ 
clothes  to  the  Iroquois, as  ransom?"  deminie^ 
Judith,  quickly. 

"  Sartain.      What  are  we  prj-ing  into  mo--^ 
tlier  man's  chist  for,  but  to  sarve  its  owner  ii^" 
the  best  way  we  can.     This  coat,  alone,  voold 
be  very  apt  to  gain  over  the  head-chief  of  tkc 
rlptyles ;  and  if  his  wife  or  darter  should  hap- 
pen to    be   out   with    liim,  that  there  gownd 
would  soften  the  heart  of  any  woman  that  ii 
to  be  found  atween  AlbaAy  and  Montreal.    I  do 
nut  see  llmt  we  want  a  larger  stock  in  trade 
than  these  two  articles." 

"  To  you  it  may  seem  so,  Deerslayer,"  re- 
turned the  disappointed  girl ;  "  but  of  what 
use  could  a  dress  like  this  be  to  an  Indian 
woman  f  She  could  not  wear  it  among  the 
branches  of  tlie  trees  ;  the  dirt  and  smoke  of 
the  uigwam  would  soon  soil  it ;  and  how 
would  a  pairof  red  arms  appear,  thrust  through 
these  short,  laced  sleeves  !" 

"  A]l  very  true,  gal  j  and  you  might  go  on 
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say,  it  is  altogether  out  of  tunc,  and  place, 
»«1  »CMon,  in  this  region  at  alL  What  is  it  to 
u  bov  tiie  finery  is  treated,  bo  long  aa  it  sii- 
twcrs  our  wixlics?  I  do  nut  see  that  your 
"Wr  can  make  ttay  use  uf  inch  clotlics ;  and 
"*  lucky  lie  has  tilings  that  arc  of  no  Talje 
to  htmHcIf,  that  will  bear  a  high  price  with 
•Wiem.  Wc  can  make  no  better  tisdo  for  him, 
'*««  to  offer  these  duds  for  liis  liberty.  We'll 
"iTow  in  tlic  light  frivoPties,  and  get  Hurry  off 
•n  tlic  bargain  V 

Then  you  think,  Decialaycr,  that  Thomu 


**ttcr  has  no  one  in  hia  familv — no  child^Hio 
"**ghtcr,  tu  whom  this  dress  may  be  thought 
^Coming,  and  whom  roa  could  wish  to  sec  in 
r^  On<!e  and  awhik',  cren  tliou^  it  should  be  at 
^^  intervals,  and  only  in  playfulness,  r" 

**  I  understand  you,  Judith — yes,  I  nour  on- 
^^«ntatid  your  meaning ;  and  I  think  I  cun  say, 
^four  wishes.  That  you  are  as  glorious,  in  that 
^Ireas,  as  the  sun  when  it  rises,  or  sets,  in  a  soft 
October  day,  I'm  ready  to  allow ;  and  tliat  you 
greatly  become  it,  is  a  good  deal  mure  sartain 
than  tliat  it  becomes  you.  There's  gifts 
in  clolhex,  as  well  as  in  other  things.  Now  1 
do  not  think  that  a  warrior  on  his  6rst  path, 
ought  to  lay  on  the  same  avrl'ul  paints  u  a 
chief  that  haa  luid  hia.rirtuc  tried,  and  knows 
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from  experience  he  will  not  disgnoe  hii 
tenaons.     So  it  is  with  all  of  as,  nd  or  * 
YoQ  are   Thonias   Hatter's  dartCT,  md 
gownd  was  made  for  the  child  of  some  gu«*"' 
Dor,  or  a  lady  of  high  station ;  and  it  «M  if 
tended  to  be  worn  among  fine  fiimitai^  mdiv 
rich  company.     In  my  eyes,  Judith,  m  tuol^ 
maiden  nerer  looks  more  becoming,  than  vk* 
becomingly  clad,  and  nothing  is  soitable  tlutti 
oat  of  character.      Besides,  gal,   if  tben^  * 
creatur'  in  the  colony  that   can    afford  to  d) 
without  finery,  and  trust  ta  her  own  good  loob) 
and  sweet  countenance,  it's  yourself." 

"  rU  take  off  the  rubbish  this  instant.  Deer- 
slayer,"  cried  the  girl,  springing  up  to  lean 
the  room  ;  "  and  never  do  I  wish  to  see  it  on 
any  hnman  being  again." 

"  So  it  is  nith  'em  all,  Sarpent,"  said  die 
other,  turning  to  his  friend  and  laughing,  as 
soon  as  the  beauty  had  disappeared.  "  They 
like  finer)-,  but  they  like  their  natyre  chums 
most  of  all.  I'm  glad  the  gal  has  consented 
to  lay  aside  her  furbelows,  howserer,  for  it's 
^in  reason  for  one  of  her  class  to  wear  'em; 
and  then  she  is  handsome  enough,  as  I  call  it^ 
to  go  alone.  Hist  would  show  oncommon 
likely,  too, in  such  a  gownd,  Delaware !'' 

"  Wah-ta  !-Wah  is    a  red-skin  girl,  Deer- 


■^cr,"  ntaraed  At  Isdisn  ;  "  likr  -dts  yunnE 

^Ac  ptgeoBf  ^)CH  to  be  kziinm  by  bcr  mm 

fewlien.     I  aboald  paai  by  vixiiost  kucnODE 

"V,  vere  die  dmaed  in   rac^   k  ekju.    1ft 

*>>CA  alnrs  to  be  >o  ciu!  liwt  tmr  fiscDdt 

*>ed  not  Mk  B>  fa-  OUT  nuoes.      Tlte  *  Wild 

*oi^i>  TOT  plewKXt,  bm  sbr  is  us  nmntir 

fcr  10  aaay  eolonn.*' 

"Tbat**    kl — last's    imSiir'.   und   t^  imr 

fcudtfioD  6r  Ivn  and  jmteetiou.     Wbfm  n 

ana  Mopt  to  p^  «  «ild  Etnnrbenx.  be  doec 

not   expect    to   fiod  a  ntdoD.    snd   v-bcn   be 

wishes  to  eati'tT  >  ntekm,  he'*  disKp^i'iiited  if 

it  prove  to  be  ■  sqiuBL.  tboofli  sgusKbec  itt 

often  brigfater  to  liie  eye  iLkd  m&iuiik.     HuEf't^ 

it.  and  it  oieans.  sdci  to  your  cifu.  and  yoxa 

pfts  will  stick  to  joa." 

Tbe  two  men  had  ovw  a  little  discosEioii 
togetiier,  tonchinz  the  pmfmety  uf  penetnLtiiiE 
any  iiirther  into  the  cbest  u  Hun>7,  vben 
Judith  re-appeared,  diresled  m  ber  ruina^  and 
in  her  own  simple  Imen  fmdi  aeuB. 

"Thank  yon,  JoditL,"  atid  Deerskyer. 
taking  her  kindly  by  tbe  hand  ;  "  for  I  know 
it  went  a  little  ae'in  tLe  nat  re]  craTiuzs  of 
woman  to  lay  aside  so  much  bnery,  as  it  mizbt 
be,  in  a  Inmp.  But  you're  more  pleasiDg  to 
the  eye  aa  you  ttand,  you  be,  than  if  you  had 
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■  OOTD  on   Ttni   bod.  and  jevcfa 

mm  TOET  liur.    Tlw  qnesuon  now  ti,  ^ 

to  iin  tlis    eofma^.    to  Me    vfait  «3  tt^ 

n*aI}T  ibr    best    baixain    ve   can  make  iir 

Milstct  HciWr;  Av  ve  must  do  >s  vediit 

Af  vcTilfi  be  viiline  to  do,  did  be  stand  itn  ■ 

cur  pJaces." 

J&dhh  looked  tvtt  b^ipy.    Accustomed  M 
she  VIS  to  adnliliDn,  tbe  bumble  bom^e  <i 
DeenUyer  had  ehen  ber  more  tnie  wtwiWfiw 
that  she  had  ever  yet  received  from  tbe  toopE 
of  man.     It  was  not  the  terms  in  which  A* 
adminnon  had  been  expressed,  for  tketf  vat 
simple  enough,  that    produced  so    strong  ■> 
impression:     nor   yet    their    novelty,  or  thfl' 
wariDth    bi   manner,    nor  any  of  those   pcc^ 
r^ritiesi  that  asu%Uy  give  value  to  praise,  bat 
t  .-   undinching    truth   of   the    speaker,  thd 
turned  i.is  words  so  directly  to  the  heart  d 
t:ie  listener.    This  is  one  of  the  great  advan- 
tages  of  plain   dealing  and   frankness.     Tbt 
habitual  and  wily  flatterer   may  succeed  until 
his  practices   recoil  on  himself,  and  like  other 
sweets,  his  aUment  clors  by  its  excess  ;  but  be 
who  deals  honestly,  though  he  often  necessarily 
offend,  possesses  a  power  of  praising  that  no 
quaUty   but   sincerity   can  t>estow;    since  hit 
words  go  directly  to  the  heart,  finding  thtar 
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op?"*    in  Am 

Tmwty,  that  mO  br  hatred 

MtW  OBUtt   to 

Aemror  Kb^e 

■Kite  enmity,  wbeic  fait 

"■■baetl    ■   sopMX  Mad 
|«M(W  MSM  loidcfed  k  |»«M.    U 
K«bea  tfaecmer«r 
tnogfat  him  IB  ooBtMtwitk  afioen  ofi 
1*^  «A«s,  CDtnisted  vitb  tbe  eve  <tf  die  «»• 
m«B  of  Uw  «W«,  thu 
tentd  on  • 
■I  !•  his  eoaa^iiitiMa  ^tA  m  ^ov  af  ptw 
p^  thitit  wwaot  alvsn  in  t^pow  of 


*w  ofnfMil  ^^Nnon  ta  cvKcft- 
Iktfitb  ns  the  fint  nAvidMl  of 
|rfMrwbofurty< 
■fjMnnn  oftntthi 
fDtenl*f*r.  She  h«l  aetwUr  pi^d  fer  Im 
labC(  uxl  she  had  now  ncorod  it ;  aod  tfaM 
(the  form  vhic^  wm  Boel  igimhlB  to  htf 
atx)  habils  of  lhaa|fat.  The  Rsak 
■in  Uwoanaool'dwaamim. 
i*(  If  ve  biev  all   thu  chat  holds,  Oeer- 


tjtr,*'  ratamed  the  girl. 


Sbttle 
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recorered  from  the  imincdiatc  effect 
by  his  oommendntions  of  ber  pcnonal  i 
uice,  "  we  could  better  determine  oa  ibe  i 
we  ought  to  take." 

"  That's  Dot  onreaionahte,  gil,  tboo^ 
more  a  pale-face  tlian  a  rnl-sldn  gift  lo 
ing  into  other  people's  secrets." 

"  Curioaity  U  natural,  and  it  Is  expected  i 
all  human  heings  sliould  have  human  failia;* 
Whenever   I've  been  at    tlie    gaimoos,  l'r« 
(bund  that  most,  in  and  about  tbem,  had    ^ 
longing  to  learn  their  neighhouHs  MCTets." 

"  Yes,  and  sometimes  to  &ncy  them,  wha^ 
they  couldn't  find  'cm  out.     That's    the  ififc- 
rencc  atween  an  Indian  gentleman  and  a  «1bW 
gcnth-man.    The  Sarpcnt,  here,  would  tun  Ufl 
head  aside  if  he  found  himself  onknoro^ 
lookin'  into  another  chief's  wigwmm ;  vbaW 
in  the  settlements  wliUe  all  pretend  to  be  pot 
people,  most  prove  the)-*ve  got  betten  by  tta 
manner  in  which  they  udk  of  their  oooaM 
rU  be  bound,  Judith,   you  wouldn't  gtt  tir 
Sarpcnt,  tliere,  to  eonfcss  there  was  aaolfctf 
in  the  tribe  so  much  greater  than  himself,  «* 
become  the  subject  of  his  idees,  and  to  eiB|irr 
his  tongue  in  conrcrsatiomi  about    his  noi*' 
ments,  and  ways,  and  food,  and  all    the  ollKi 
little  matters  that  occupy  a  man  when  he's  Ml 
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empiyd  in  his  greater  duties.  He  who  does 
diis,  is  bat  little  better  than  a  blackguard  in 
4w  grain,  and  them  that  encourages  him  is 
fttttymucfa  of  the  aame  kidney,  let  them  wear 
eoMiufine  as  they  may,  or  of  what  dye  they 

"  But  this  ia  not  another  man's  wigwam ;  it 
Mangt  to  my  father;  these  are  his  things,  and 
fttrue  wanted  in  his  service." 

"  That's  tme,  gal,  that's  true ;  and  it  carries 

m^  with  it.     Well,  when  all  is  before  us, 

*t  tuy  indeed   best  judge  which  to  offer  for 

t«  nnsom,  and  which  to  withhold." 

F       Jndith  was  not  altt^ether  as  disinterested 

i     IB  ber  feelings,    as  she  affected  to  be.     She 

[     moobered  that  the  curiosity   of  Hetty  bad 

|,    hm  indulged,  in  connection  with  this  chest, 

;.'    mile  her  own  had  been  disregarded  ;  and  sho 

**>  not  sorry  to  possess   an    opportunity  of 

•"iDg  placed  on  a  level  with  her  less  gifted 

nter,  in  this  one  particular.     It  appearing  to 

n  Mlmitted  all  ronnd,  that  the  inquiry  into  the 

coatents   of  the    chest   ought  to   be   pushed 

Arther,  Deerslayer  proceeded  to  remove    the 

meaad  covering  of  canvass. 

ne  articles  that  lay  uppermost  when  the 
enrtain  was  again  raised  on  the  secrets  of  the 
cfaettt,  were  a  pair  of  pistols,  curiously  inlaid 


it  miglit  be  Ijy  some  officer  from  E 
visited  the  colonies,  as  many  were 
to  do,  so  much  impressed  with  the 
of  the  usages  of  London,  as  to  fancy 
not  to  be  laid  aside  on  the  frontier  i 
What  occurred  on  the  discovery  of 
pons  will  appear  in  the  succeeding  d 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"Aa   o^ken,  broken,  elbow-chBir; 
*^^'»«ile-cnp  without  an  ear  ; 

*  **»ttered,  ibottcred,  ub  bedMctid ; 

*  *»«>x  flfdeil  witboutKlid; 

^  ***»roftongs,  bntonlof joiol; 
™*«W-iword  poker,  without  poiat; 
™>*h  which  might  good  meat  aSbrd  once; 
Orid,  sad  aaold  CoocordiDce." 

DBIN  Bnirr's  Incenlorg. 

TJo  Sooner  did  Deerslayer  raise  the  pistols, 
tltfn  ne  tamed  to  the  Delaware  and  held  them 
gp  for  bis  admiration. 

"  Child  gun,"  swd  the  Serpent,  smiling, 
(ftolc  Oe  handled  one  of  the  instruments  as  if 
it  bad  been  a  toy. 

"  Not  it,  Sarpent ;  not  it.  'Tis  made  for  a 
fpu))  and  would  satisfy  a  giant  if  rightly  used, 
pat  stop;  white  men  are  remarkable  for  their 
f^relessnesa  in  putting  away  fire-arms  in  chists 
»nd  comers.  Let  me  look  if  care  has  been 
gtren  to  these  we'pons." 

As  Deerslayer  spoke,  he  took  the  weapon 
fyom  the  hand  of  his  friend,  and  opened  the 
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pan.    The  last  vtui  filled  with  priming, 
like  a  bit  of  cinder,  bj   time,  moisturr, 
compression.      An  applicntion  of  the 
shovreil   that   both  the  pistols  irere 
altliuugh    Judith  could    testify  tlial  tbey 
probably  Uiiii  for  yenrs  in  tlie  chest.     It  a  i 
easy  to  portray  tlte  surprise  of  tlie  Indiia  i 
this  discover^',  for  he  was  in  tlie  pnctiot  < 
renewing  his  priming  daily,  and  of  looldx;  I 
the  contents  of  liis  pieoc  at  vtJier  sliort  inianb- 1 
"  This  is   white    neglect,"  said   i>ecnllf|j 
sttaking  his  head,  "  and  warce  a  tetaan  fOtf] 
by,  that  some  one  in  the  settleaients  dodri 
soffer  from  it.    It's  extr'omary  too,  Jndil^l 
yes,  it's  dotrnright  extr'omary,  that  the  onV 
shall  lire  his  piece  at  a  deer,  or  some  olhv 
game,  or  perhaps  ut  an  inimy,  and  twic*  oM 
of  three  times  he'll  miss ;  but  let  him  ealdi  M 
accident  with  one  of  these  forgottm  dniga 
and  he  makes  it  sartoin  death  to  a  child,  <ri 
brother,  or  a  fti'nd !     WcU,  we  ahall  do  a  |«od 
turn  to  the  owner  if  we  fire  tbeae  pbbib  tK 
him ;  and  as  tlicy're  no\-eltie3  to  yoa  utd  H 
Sarpent,  wc^  try  our  hands  at  a  mark.  FraA* 
that  priming,  and  I'll  do  the  same  with  thi^ 
and  then  we'll  see  who  is  tlte  best  mfta  wilhi 
pistol ;  as  for  the  ride,  that's  loi^  bMo 
stwccn  us.'' 
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'"Bihyer  laughed  beartily  tt  li»  own  con- 
Otit,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  they  were  both 
'■wling  on  the  platfonn,  selecting  some  object 
■  tfavkfor  tlidr  tiirget.  Judith  was  led  by 
nrinity  to  their  vide. 

"Shad  back,  gal,  stanri  a  little  back;  these 
■t^Wit  bare  been  long  loaded,"  said  Oeer> 
■%tr,  "  and  some  accident  may  happen  in  the 

*Th«i^(M>  shall  not  lire  tJiero  I  Give  them 
Ml  to  the  Delaware ;  or  it  would  be  better  to 
nlnd  them  without  firing." 

"TWa  ag*in  usage — and  some  people  say 

■(*»  manhood ;  though  I  hold  to  no  such  silly 

mbiae.    We  must  Are  'em,  Juditli;  yes,  we 

■"■tlirc  'em ;  though  I  foresee  tliot  neither  will 

"K  any  great  reason  to  boast  of  his  skilL" 

'udith,  in  the  main,  was  a  girl  of  great  per- 

tptrit,  nnd  her  liahit»  prerentcd  her  from 

any  of  the  terror  that  is  apt  to  come 

"*»  Iw  sex  at  tlie  rejiort  of  fire-arms.    She 

^  discharged  many  a  rifle,  and  had  even  been 

'"••a  to  kill  a  deor  under  circumstances  that 

*0e  &vourablc  to  the  effort.     She  submitted, 

t^KreTore,  falling  a  little  back  by  tlie  side  of 

Amltyer,  ^viog  the  Indian  the  front  of  the 

to  himself.     Chingechgouk  raised  the 

ID  teveral  times,  endeavoured  to  steady  it 


that    instt 
l)ccn  sclcc 
altogether . 
like  a  stont 

"Well   I 
Deerslayer, 
"  youVe  hit 
some  men  1 
it  here,  to  Ji 
belong  to  red 
and  that's  bt 
Now,  stand  1 
gifts  can  do  v 
a  rifle ;  but  & 

The  aim  of 
steady,  and  tl 
as  the  weapoi 
as  it  is  termei 
dozen  ili""^- 
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"  She's  wounded — yes,  Uie  poor  gal's  woiind- 
M)  Safpent,  though  one  couldn't  foresee  it, 
MMifing-  vhere  she  did.  We'll  lead  her  into  u 
•(•t,  tnd  we  mmX  do  tJic  best  for  her  that  our 
knowleiige  and  skill  can  afford." 

Juditli  suflered  herself  to  lie  supported  to  « 
*M>  iWBllon-ed  a  moutlifut  of  the  water  tlut 
^  Delaware  offered  her  in  a  gourd,  and  after 
■  wleot  fit  of  trembling  that  seemed  ready  to 
'^t  her  fine  frame  to  dissolution,  she  burst 
iotottu*. 

"The  pain  mustbehome,  poor  Judith — yes, 
itmatbc  borne,"  said  Deerslayer,  soothingly; 
*ll«f^  I  am  far  from  wishing  you  not  to 
*(*p ;  for  weeping  oflen  lightens  galish  fcclin's. 
•^(W  am  she  be  hurt,  Sarpent  r  I  ace  no 
*Ktt)  of  blood,  nor  any  rent  of  skin  or  gar- 
ntnb." 

"  I  un  uninjured,  Dccrslayer,"  stammered 
*^  ^1  through  her  tears.  "  It's  fright — 
""•Wog  more,  1  do  assure  youj  and  God  be 
P'»'»eti  t  no  one,  I  find,  has  been  harmed  by 
t^ia»dent." 

"ITiis  is  extr'omary!"  exclaimed  the  ua- 
XBpecting  and  simple-minded  hunter.  *'  I 
wuirlit,  Judith,  you'd  been  above  settlement 
i,  and  that  you  was  a  gat  not  to  be 
by  the  sound  of  a  bursting  we'pon. 


74 


THE    DEER8LAYER. 


No — I  didn't  tliink  you  so  skcary !  Htti^' 
ntiglit  well  liarc  been  startled ;  but  you've  le"^ 
mucli  judgment  and  reason  to  bo  fri^tcae^ 
when  the  danger's  all  over.  They're  pli 
to  tlte  eye,  chief,  and  cluingeful,  but  vtfy  \ 
Mitain  in  tbcir  feelin's !'' 

Sliaoie  kept  JuditJi  silent.    There  had  been 
no  acting  in   her  agitation,  but  all  had  fririy 
proceeded    from    sudden    and   uncootrollible 
alarm — an    olann   that  she   found   alroort  as 
'inexplicable  to  herself,  as  it  proved  to  Iw  lo 
her  companions,     ^^'iping  away  the  traces  ot 
tears,  however,  she  smiled  again,  and  wuwofl 
able  to  join  in  the  laugh  at  her  uwn  lolly. 

**  And  you,  DcersUyer,"  she  at  letigtb  «»■ 
ceedcd  in  saying,  "  arc  you,  indeed,  altogcli' 
unhurt?     It  seems  idmatt  miraculous  that* 
pistol  should  have  burst  in  your  hand,  and  fC     | 
escape  without  the  toss  of  n  limb,  if  not  of  lift 

"  Such  wonders  ar'n't  oncoramon  al  i^ 
among  worn-out  arms.  The  first  rifle  tb»I 
gave  mc  play'd  the  same  trick,  and  yet  I  li*tf 
through  it,  tliough  not  as  onhArmlesi  ai  I'" 
gut  out  of  tltis  afTair.  Thomas  HuUeriaiiu*' 
ter  of  one  pistol  less  tlian  be  waa  this  momii^i 
bat  as  it  bap]>uned  in  trying  to  sarrc  ki4 
there's  no  ground  of  oomplainL  Now  dis* 
Fkcar,  and  let  us  Uwk  further  into  the  " 
the  chUt." 
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JtuHtti,  by  thtt  time,  hiul  so  &r  gotten  the 

VitUo  of  her  notation  as  to  resume  her  Mat, 

■Wllie  examingtion  went  on.  The  next  ortide 

Ibt  oflend  was  enveloped   in   cloth,  and  on 

<IMii)g  it,  proTcd  to  be  one   of  tiic  mathe- 

■stkal  instnunents    that  were   then   in   oie 

iBUiag  MajneD,  possessing  the  usual  ornamcnta 

■■xl  Aitaiings  in  brass.     Deeralayer  and  Chin- 

(icligook  expressed  their  adminlion  aiMJ  sur- 

pite  at  the  unknown  instrument,  which  was 

briglit  and  glittering  having  nppurently  been 

*dl  cared  for. 

"  This  goes  bejond  the  aunrr)-or»,  Juditli/* 
Deerslayer  ezdaimcd,  after  turning  the  inttm- 
meat  sevefal  times  in  his  hands ;  "  I've  seen  all 
tbeir  tools  often,  and  wicked  and  heartleas 
enough  are  thejr,  for  they  never  come  into  the 
forest  but  to  lead  the  way  to  waste  and  de* 
■traction ;  but  none  of  tliem  have  as  designing 
a  look  as  this  !  I  fear  me,  after  all,  tliat  Thomas 
Ilutter  has  journeyed  into  tlie  wilderness  witti 
no  &ir  intentions  towards  its  happiness.  Did 
you  ever  sec  any  of  the  cravings  of  a  sun'eyor 
about  your  father,  gal  t'' 

"  He  is  no  surveyor,  Ueerslaycr,  nor  does  be 
know  the  use  of  that  instrument,  though  be 
seems  to  own  it.  Do  you  suppose  that  Thomas 
Uotter  ever  wore  that  coat.'    It  is  as  mud) 

B  2 
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too  large  for  him  as  this  instnunent  is 
his  learning." 

"  That's  it — that  mvut  b«  it,  Sarpent ;  ui 
the  old  fellow,  by  some  unknown  mewH,  ht^ 
fallen  heir  to  another  man's  goods !  Ther  ay 
he  has  heea  a  manner,  and,  no  doubt,  tliti 
chist,  and  all  it  holds — Ha!  vhat  hnvc  wc  hrrr ' 
This  far  out-does  the  brass  and  black  wuoJ  of 
tlie  tool  <" 

Ddcnlaycr   had  opened   n  small  bag,  fioa 
which  Ih:  was  taking,  one  by  one,  the  pieots  i^ 
a  set  of  chessmen.     They  were  of  tvoiy,  nnth 
larger  than  common,  and  exquisitely  wrought 
Each  piece  represented  tlie  chancter  or  lliinj 
after  which   it   is  named;  tlte   knighu  hfing 
mounted,  t)ie  castles  stood  on  elephunts,  •a' 
eren  tlie  pawns  ixisscssed  tl>e  heads  and  Ihib 
of  men.     The  set  was  not  complete,  and  a  fi* 
fractures  betrayed  bad  usage ;  but  alt  that  n* 
left  had  been  carefully  i)ut  away  and  preaerrtd- 
Eren  Juditli  expressed  wonder,  as  these  ucni 
objects  were  plitced  before  Iter  eyes,  and  Ona- 
gaehgook   fairly  furgot   his   Indian  dignity  in 
admiration   and  delight.     The  latter  took  if 
each   {uece,   and   examined   n-ith    nerer-tiriac 
satisfaction,  pointing  out  to  the  girl  the  more 
ingenious  and  striking  portions  of  the  week* 
manship.      But  the  elephants  gave  him  tin 
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ff<**««t  pleasure.     The  "  Hughs !"  that    he 
*"***d  u  he   passed   his   fingen   orer   their 

^^^  and  ears,  atid  tails,  were  very  distinct ; 

"(>f  did  he  &il  to  note  the  pawns,  which  wer« 

^ed  as  archers.  This  exhibition  lasted  scrcral 

OiMutcs,  during  wliidi  time,  Judith  and  the 
Indian  lutd  all  the  nfrture  to  llteimelrea. 
bMratajrer  sat  silent,  thoughtful,  and  eren 
g^ooaf,  though  bis  eyes  foUowed  each  more* 
Utnt  of  the  two  principal  actors,  noting  erery 
new  peculiarity  about  tlic  pieces  as  ttiey  were 
held  up  to  view.  Not  an  exclamation  of  plea- 
sure, nor  a  word  of  cwmmcndation  passed  his 
Up*.  At  length  his  companions  obscrrod  hia 
silence,  and  then,  for  the  first  time  sinoe 
the  chessmen  had  been  discovcrod,  did  he 
speak. 

"  Jadilli,"  lie  asked  eantestly,  but  with  a 
concern  that  amounted  almost  to  tenderness  of 
manner,  "  did  your  parents  ever  talk  to  you  of 
rehgioa?" 

The  girl  coloured,  and  the  flashes  of  crim- 
son that  passed  over  her  beautiful  countenance 
were  like  the  wayward  tints  of  a  Neapolitan 
sky  in  November.  Ueerslayer  had  given  her 
so  strong  a  taste  for  truth,  however,  that  she 
did  not  waver  in  her  answer,  replj-ing  simply 
and  with  sincerity, 

"My  nether  did,  often,"  she  aaidj  "my 
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father  never.  I  thought  it  nude  my  motb^^ 
sorrowful  to  speak  of  our  prayers  anddntie^' 
but  my  fathvr  lias  never  opened  his  tnoucJ^ 
on  such  matters  before  or  ance  he*^ 
death." 

"  That  I  can  helieve—that  I  can  belieT^^ 
He  has  no  God — no  such  god  as  it  becooM  ^ 
man  of  white  skin  to  worship,  or  ena  •  reA-~ 
skin.    Them  things  are  idob  I" 

Judith  started,  and  for  a  momeDt  slie  setcne^^ 
seriously  hurt.  Then  slie  reflected,  and  iii  th-^ 
end  she  laughed. 

"  And  you  think,  De«rtlayer,  that  these  i^tir^^ 
toys  are  my  fntlier**  gods  ?  I  have  hmnl  »>^ 
idols,  and  know  what  they  arc." 

"  Them  are  idols  !'*  re|>e&ted  the  otltcr  pni  — - 
tjvely.    "  >^'hy  should  your  father  keep  'em  t^^ 
he  doesn't  worship  'em  ?" 

"  Would    he  keep  his  gods  in  a  bag,  uic=^ 
locked  up  in  a  chest?    No,  no,  Deer^jer         I 
jny  poor   father    carries    his    god    witli  hiir^^^ 
wherever    tie    goes,    and    tliat  is  in  his 
craringR.     These  things  may  really  be  idolfr-i 
tliink  they  are,  myself,  from  what  1  have  hi 
and  read  of  idolatry,  but  Uiey  have  come  AoC^" 
some  distant  country,  like  all  tlie  other  artick**"-J 
and  have  fallen  into  'I'hofnas  Hutter's  liflnd<^* 
when  he  has  been  a  Bailor." 

"  I'm   glad  of  it— I  am  downright  gM  ^^ 
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litiv  it,  Judith,  for  I  do  not  think  I  ooulrl  have 
mu&tcred  the  resolution  to  strive  to  help  » 
vVute  isolator  out  of  his  diiSculties  !  The  old 
man  is  of  my  colour  and  nation,  and  I  wish  to 
>»rvc  him ;  but  aa  one  who  denied  all  his  gifts, 
tn  the  way  of  rcHj^iun,  it  would  have  come  hard 
to  ilo  so.  That  animal  sccnis  to  ^ve  you 
Smt  ntisfsction,  Sariwnt,  though  ifs  an  idola- 
tn>u  head  at  tlie  hest." 

"  It  is  an  elephant,"  interrupted  Judith. 
**  1'k  often  seen  pictures  of  Kuch  aiiimals  at 
''^ garrisons;  and  mother  had  a  book  iii  which 
"Xve  was  a  printed  account  of  the  creature, 
■^athirr  bunit  that,  with  all  the  other  books, 
"^r  lie  said  mother  loved  reading  too  well. 
''tit was  not  long  before  mother  died,  and  I've 

*^&ictiaie9  thought  that  the  loss  liaxtened  her 

This  was  sah)  equally  without  levity  and 
^'^tkoat  any  deep  feeling.  It  was  said  wittiout 
^^y,  for  JuditJi  was  saddened  by  her  recollcc- 
^^Mu,  and  yet  she  bad  been  too  much  no 
^*Mtocned  to  live  for  self,  and  for  the  indulgence 
^^  Wown  vanities,  to  feel  her  motlier's  wrongs 
^^ry  heavily.  It  required  extraordinary  cir- 
'^^nutancea  to  awaken  a  proper  sense  of  her 
situation,  and  to  stimulate  the  better  feelings 
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of  thi»  bMUtiful  but  mi^guiclcd  girl ;  uidl 
circumstances  tuul  not  yet  occurred  in  bcr  I 
existence. 

"  Elcplinnt,  or  no  elephint,  'tis  an  HA,-' 
returned  the  hunter,  "  and  not  6t  to  renuaa  i^ 
Christian  keeping." 

**  Good  for  Iroquois!"  said  Chingwhgoofc^ 
parting  with  one  of  tlio  castles  with  reluctanco 
u  his  friend  took  it  from  him  to  replace  it  m 
the    bag.      "  Klcphon    buy  whole  tiit 
Dclawsrc  almost !" 

"  Ay,  that  it  would  as  any  one  who  cod 
honds  red-skin  natur'  must  know,"  uan 
Decniayiir ;  "  but  the  man  titat  passes  him 
money,  Saqient,  is  as  bad  as  he  who  makes  iL 
Did  you  ever  know  a  just  Indian  that  woidda^ 
acorti  to  sell  a  coon-skin  for  the  true  OMtrMb 
or  to  pass  o£f  a  mink  for  a  beaver.  I  knov 
tb*t  a  few  of  these  idols,  perliaps  one  of  tirn 
elcpbants,  would  go  far  towards  buying  Thcaw 
Huttcr's  hberly,  but  it  goes  o^in  conacseMitt 
pwa  sueh  counterfeit  money.  Perhaps  tt 
Indian  tribe,  hereaway,  is  downright  idolaMi, 
but  there's  some  tliat  come  so  near  il,  ibl 
white  gifts  ought  tu  be  particulitr  iibout  i 
s^ing  tlicm  in  their  mistake.'' 

**  It'  idoUtry  is  a  gi/l,   Dcerslaycr,  and 
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Ut    «that  you  seem  to  chink  them,  idolatry  in 

people  can  bardl;  be  a  sin,"  said  Judilh> 

more  smartness  thnn  discrimination. 

'  God  grante  no  such  gilts   to   any  of  hia 

cmtur's,Judith,"rGtumcdtlic  hunter  neriouslv. 

"  Ut  must  be  adored  under  some  name  or  other, 

•nd  not  crcatur'a  of  brass  or  ivory.     It  matters 

lint  wlietlier  tlic  Father  of  nil  is  called  God,  or 

Mnitou,  Deity  or  Great  Spirit,  lie  is  none  tlie 

"Mouroommoii  Maker  and  Master;  nor  does 

It  Ooiuit  for  much  whether  the  houIs  of  the  just 

V^  to  Pniadisc  or  happy  hunting-ground),  since 

He  amy  sujiij  each  hia  own  way,  as  suits  his 

***n  pleasure  and  windom ;  but  it  curdles  my 

''ood  when  I  find  human  mortals  so  bound  up 

")  dirkneits  and  consait  as  to  fashion  the  'arth, 

J**  wood,  or  bones — things  made  by  tlieir  own 

'^iida — into  inotionless,  senseless  eOigies,  and 
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«n  Ikll  down  before  them  and  worship  'em  as 

**  After  all,  Deerslayer,  these  pieces  of  ivory 
^9<r  not  be  idoU  at  all.  1  remember,  now,  to 
t^ve  seen  one  of  the  officers  at  the  garrison 
Kth  a  set  of  fox  and  geese  made  in  some  such 
*Jesigii  as  tliese ;  and  here  is  something  hurd, 
ipped  in  cloth,  that  may  belong  to  your 
ols." 
Decrsbyer  took  tlie   bundle  tlie  girl  gave 
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him,  ftnd   unrolling  it,  he  found   the 
within.      Like   tlie  pieces,  it  wbs  largo,  rifs^ 
and  inlaid  with  ebony  and  ivory.      Pnttii^  Uv 
whole  in  conjunction,  tJie  hunter,  though  not 
witliout  many  misgiring*,  slowly  came  over  w 
Judith's  opinion,  aiul  linnlly  »dmitt«(l  th&t  tW 
fnnc-ied  idoU  must  he  merely  the  cuncMilj 
carved  tncn  of  nome  unknown  game.     Jodtt 
had   the   tact  to  use  her   victory    witli  gral 
modemtion;  nor  did  she  once,  even  in  the  moat 
indirect  manner,  allude  to  the  ludicrous  mt- 
take  of  her  companion. 

This  dtscuverv'  of  tlie  uses  of  tlie  eximn^ 
narj'-looking  little  images,  settled  th«  alliur  td 
the  proposed  ranaooi.  It  was  agreed  geno^ 
— and  all  understood  the  weaknesses  and  tostn 
of  Indians— that  nothing  could  be  more  likety 
to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  the  Iroquois  than  the 
elephants  in  particular.  Luckily  the  wbok 
of  tlic  castles  were '  among  the  piaoea, 
■nd  these  four  tovcr-bcaring  animala  It  ma 
finally  determined  slkould  be  the  rmnsoiD  offtnd. 
The  remainder  of  the  men,  and,  indeed,  all  tka 
rest  of  the  articles  in  the  chest,  were  to  be  htpt 
out  of  view,  and  to  be  resorted  to  only  m  a 
last  appeal.  As  toon  u  these  pretimiiariM 
were  settled,  every  thing  but  tliose  intended  fa* 
the  bribe  was  carefully  replaced  in  the  cbial« 
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*>>d  til  the  oovera  were '  tacked  in,'  u  they 

^  been  found ;   ind  it   wu  quite  possible, 

tvitid  Hntter  have  been  put  in  posaeasioa  of 

■iwiHtle  agtin,  that  be  might  have  passed  the 

BHiiiiikl  of  hit  d»j»  in  it,  without  even  raa- 

pMbg  the  inrasiun  that  had  been  made  on 

tbe  priracy  of  tlie  chest.  The  rent  p)»tol  would 

,  litre  been  the  roost  likely  to  roreal  the  secret ; 

tint  thia  ms  placed  by  the  side  of  ita  fiellow, 

aod  all  were  pressed  down  as   before — maaa 

hatf>a-dozcn  pack^ea  at   the  bottom   of  the 

cheat  not  having  been  opened  at  all.    When 

this  was  doiie,  the  lid  was  lowered,  tlie  padlocks 

replaced,  and  the  key  turned.     l*be  latter  waa 

then  replaced  in  the  pocket  from  which  it  bad 

been  taken. 

-  More  than  an  hour  was  conramed  in  settling 
tlie  coarse  proper  to  be  pursued,  and  in  re- 
turning every  thing  tn  ita  place.  The  pause* 
to  converse  were  frequent;  and  JudiUi,  who 
cxpeneoced  a  lively  pleasure  in  the  open, 
undisguised  admiration  with  which  Ueeralayer*a 
honcac  eye  gazed  at  her  handsome  face,  found 
the  meana  to  prolong  the  interview  with  a 
dextrntr  thnt  seems  to  be  innate  Jn  female 
coquetry.  DccrsUycr,  indeed,  appeared  to  be 
the  first  who  was  conscious  of  the  time  that 
had  been  thus  wasted,  and  to  call  the  attention 
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of  hti  companions  to  Uie 
soEaclhiug  towards  patting  the 
■oming  into  executioQ. 
maincd  iu  Iluttcr's  bed-room,  w! 
pbants  were  laid,  to  {cast  his  c]| 
imagra  of  aniiuah  so  wonderful  ■ 
Perhaps  an  instinct  told  bitn  that 
would  not  be  as  scce])tablc  to  his 
as  tills  holding  himsell'  aloof;  foe 
not  much  n.>scrTc  in  the  manil'esti 
prcfercni^s,  and   the  Delaware  ba| 
for  as  one  betrothed  without  aa 
knowledge  of  the  syiuptoms  of  tlM 
•ion. 

"  Well,  Juditli,"  said  Deerslajre 
the  intcnnew  had  lasted  mudi 
crcn  tie  himself  suspected,  "  'tia  ] 
varsing  with  you,  aiid  settling  all  t 
but  duty  calls  us  nnotlier  way. 
Hurry  and  your  father,  nut  to  saj 
The  word  w»a  cut  short  in  I 
laoutliffor,  attluit  critical  monien' 
was  lieiurd  on  the  plutform  or 
human  fi);ure  darkened  tlic  door- 
person  last  mentioned  stood  bcfo 
low  exclamation  t]>iit  escaped  D 
the  slight  scrciun  of  Ju(htli  were  I 
when  an  Indian  youth,  bctwcca 
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ffteen  and  seventeen,  stood  beside  her.     These 
1*0  cntmicet  bad  been  mode  with  moccasined 
tm,  ind  consequently  almost  without  noise ; 
hit  unexpected  and  stealthy  as  (bey  were,  they 
U  not  the  eScct  to  diatarb  Deeralayer's  aelf- 
punuion.     Uis  fint  measure  was   to  speak 
'*p>*IIy  in  DclAvrarc  to  his  friend,  cautioning 
■■■<>)  to  keep  out  of  tight  while  be  stood  on  bis 
8*>wd ;  tlie  second  wu  to  step  to  the  door  to 
"''ctain  the  extent  of  tlic  danger.     Xo  one 
''K|  however,  bad  cotne ;  and  a  sirojile  con- 
(nvuice,  in  the  shape  of  a  raA,  tliat  lay  floating 
■t  the  aide  of  the  ark,  at  once  explaiticd  Uic 
^'Uu  ibat  bad  been  used  in  bringing  Hetty 
^     Two    dead  and    dry,  and  consequently 
•"■Oyant,  logs  of  pine  wore  bound  together  with 
P*l»i  and  withes,  and  a  bttic  pUtforn  of  river 
^*»lnat  bad  been  rudely  placed  on  their  sur- 
^'Ua.     Here  Hetty  had  been  seated  on  a  billet 
f  wood,  while  the  young  Iroquois  bad  rowed 
»)e  primitive  and  alow-moving,  but  perfectly 
^afe  craft  from  tlic  sliore.     As  soon  as  Dccr- 
^layer  had  taken  a  dose  surrey  of  this  raft,  and 
Satisfied    himself  nothing    else  was    near,  lie 
*thook  his  bead,  and   muttered  in   his  solilo- 
quizing way— 

"  This  comes  of  prying  into  another  man's 
cbist  I     Had  wc  been  watchful  and  keen-eyed. 
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■■(ft  a  nuprise  could  ncm-  have  hapjMB^^^ 
and  gWtini;  this  mucb  from  s  boy,  tncbct  ^^ 
«)nt  ve  may  expect  when  the  old  wanion  t^^ 
tbcmwiTO  &irly  about  their  sarcatoTentkni^'*' 
It  opCM  the  way,  bonerer,  to  a  treaty  for  I 
noiom,  and  I  wUH  bear  what  Hetty  faaa 
•y." 

Jndidi,  ■■  aooo  Mher  aorprue  and 
bad  a  Ettle  abated,  diaeorend  a  proper  Ami 
affixtionate  joy  at  the  return  of  her  ntter.  Sb 
folded  her  to  ber  boMwt,  and  kiued  her,  u  bid 
bcni  ber  wont  in  the  dap  of  their  chUdhotd 
and  boocenee.     Hetty  hcr«elfvras  lesaaSiBCttit 
for  to  her  there  was  no  Eurprisc,  and  her  ntnti 
were  sostained  by  tlie  purity  and   holincsa  d 
ber  porpove.     At  her  sister's  request  she  togk 
a  aeat,  and    entered   into  sn  account  of  bd 
adrentures  Mnce  they  had  parted.     Her  tik 
commenced  jut  as  Deerslayer  returned,  and  bt 
abo    became  an    attentii,-e  listener,   wbik  tftt 
yoang  Iroquois  stood  near  the  door,  •eemio^ 
as  indifferent  to  what  was  pftBaing,as  ooeofib 
posts. 

The  narrstive  of  the  girl  wns  soffiocotly 
clear,  until  she  ftached  tbe  time  where  we  UA 
her  in  the  camp,  after  tlie  interview  with  the 
ebiefs.  and  at  the  moment  when  Hist  qtiitied 
ber  in  the  abrupt  manner  already  stat«d. 
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et^uel  of  the  story  may  be  told  in  her  own 

**  Wliea  I  read  tJie  texts  to  tlie  chiefs,  Ju- 
^tli,  jrou  could  uuC  have  seen  that  tU«y  miule 
ny  changes  on  their  minds,"  site  said ;  "  but 
if  teed  is  planted,  it  will  grow.  God  planted 
M  seeds  of  all  the  tree)—" 

"  Ajr,  that  did  he— that  did  h«,"  mutt«r©d 
DMralayer ;  "  and  a  goodly  han'ent  hns  fol- 
Wed." 

"  God  planted  the  seeds  of  all  Uie  trees," 
(ootinued  Hetty,  after  a  mooient'x  pause^  **  and 
i«a  see  to  what  a  height  aiid  stiikde  Uicy  haTC 
in^wnl  So  it  is  witti  the  Bible.  You  may 
^•d  a  verse  this  yeiir,  iukI  forget  it,  and  it  will 
'^"Ui  back  to  you  a  year  heiice,  when  you  least 
"pect  tn  remember  it.'' 

'*    And  did  you  find  any  tJiing  of  this,  among 
the  jaavages,  poor  Hetty  ?" 

Yes,  Judith,  attd  sooner,  and  more  fully 
"^^x  I  hftd  even  hoped.     1  did  not  Mtay  long 
witK    fatlier  and  Hurry,  but    went  to  get  my 
■  nie^Vfast  with  Hi&t.     As  soon  as  we  had  done, 
^  diiefs  came  to  us,  and  Mm  we  found  the 
^^t«  of  the  seed  titat  had  been  planted.     They 
**'4  what  I  )iad  read  from  the  good  botik  wag 
^^>t — it  mtui  be  right — it  sounded  right ;  like 
*  *^eet  bird  singing  in  their  ears ;  and  they  tuld 
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me  to  come  twck  ind  wy  u  modi  ta  Aff 
wairior  who  had  sUin  one  of  their  hnvuf 
to  tell  it  to  joa,  and  to  ny  how  hipp; 
should  be  to  come  to  church  here  io  the  < 
or  to  come  oat  in  the  sun,  and  bear  b* 
more  of  the  sacred  Tolnme — and  to  tell  roal 
tbey  wUh  you  would  lend  tbeai  m 
that  titer  can  bring  &tlicr  and  flurrT.aodl 
wotaen  to  the  castle,  that  we  might  all  hi  < 
the  platform  there,  and  Uitcn  to  the  stnjpnfl 
t)tc  pulc-face  Manitou.     There,  Jadith,  did] 
ever  know  of  any  tiling  tliat  so  plainly 
the  power  of  the  Bible  as  /Ao/ ."' 

"  If  it  were  trac  'twould  he  a  miracle,  ip 
Hetty.     But  all  this  is  no  more  than  In 
canning  and  Indian  treachery-,  striving  to 
the  better  of  us  by  management,  whc 
find  it  is  not  to  be  done  by  force." 

"  Do  you  douht  the  Bible,  sister,  tha 
judge  the  saragcs  so  liarshly  !'' 

"  I  do  not  doubt  tb«  Bible,  poor  H<i7< 
hot  1  mach  doubt  an  Indian  and  an  Iroqattfc 
What  do  you  say  to  this  visit,  Deeralayer  ?" 

"  Pint  let  nic  talk  a  liulc  with  ll«ttj,' 
returned  the  party  appealed  to ;  "  waa  thif 
nfi  made  after  you  bad  got  your  iMVakte* 
gal;  and  did  you  vn\k  from  the  oamp  totbe 
shore  opposite  to  us,  here  P' 
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"^^  BO,  DMndajTT.    The  raft  wMKMly 
n*^  ^ih)  in  the  water— cociU  that  bare  hem 
j^^^I  iitwadc,  Judith  f 

^^i^  *  Tts— ye> — on    Indian   mind^"    njoned 

^^      tte  fcunter.     "  They're  expart  enoaicb  ia  tbca 

^       iart  oT  mindes.     And  yoa  fatnd  tiw  nft 

^        Rxiy  nude  to  jaat  kanda,  bmI  m  iba  watv, 

^  in  wniting  like  for  ita  aigo  V* 

"  It  tras  alt  as  y  au  aay,    Tbc  nft  wn  nor 

ounp,  and  the  Indians  put  me  on  it,  and 

tOfies  of  bark,  and  thcv  dn^t;ed  me  to  the 

opposite  to  tiie  castle,  and  tbeo  tbejr  told 

yuttog  roan  to  row  me  off  here." 

"  And  tlie  wooda  are  fuU  of  tlie  Tagaboodi, 

*^tiiig  to  know  what  ii  to  be  ttie  ojw&oc  of 

*^B  miracle.     We  compralieoJ  this  a^r  iMnr, 

''l^itli,  and    I'll  first  get  rid   of  this  young 

^^nadiim  blood'Sucker,  and  tlien  well  wttle 

******  own  course.    Do  yuo  and  Hetty  leare  os 

6«tbcr,  first  bringing  me  tlte  elephanu,  which 

^'s    iSnrpvnt  U  admiring;  for  't  will  never  do 

tict  itiLs  loping  deer  be  alone  a  minute,  or 
^*ll  borrow  a  canoe  witliout  asking." 
■Ouditli  did  «a  deaired,  firvt  bringing  the 
''*^aee«,  and  retiring  witii  her  sister  into  their 
^^*  n  TDora.  Deeralayer  had  acquired  some 
^^vwlcdge  of  most  of  the  Indian  dialects  of 
l^^^t  Kgion,  and  he  kitew  enough  of  the  lr(^ 
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qoots  to   hold  k  dblof^e    in   t)ic   Un 
Beckoning  to  the  lad,  tltcrefore,  he  caosoll 
to  take  a  seat  on  the  chest,  when  be 
two  of  tlie  castles  suddenly  before  lUin. 
to  Uut  mocDent,  this  Toothrul  mn^  bad  i 
expressed  a  single  iiitell^hle  emotioB  or  I 
There  vcre  ntaay  tlungs,  in  and  abovt ' 
place,  that  were  novelties  to  him,  but  be 
maintained  his  self-command  iritli  philmop 
oomposure.     It  is  true,  Deersbyer  ba^ 
tected  his  dark  ei^e  scanning  the  de 
the  anns,  but  the  scrutiny  had  been  ma 
such  an  wr  of  innocence,  in  such  a 
indolent,  boyish  manner,  that  no  one  but  i 
mnn  whu  had  himself  been  taught  in  a  uiik 
9cl>o<^,  would  have  even  suspected  hts  obfBt 
The  instAnt,  hoverer,  the  eyes  of  the  sang^ 
fell  upni]  the  wroug;ht  ivoiy,  and  the  inupi 
of  the  wonderful  unknown  beasts,  sorpnse  flU 
adiniiatioD   got   the  mastery   of   him.      lb 
manner  in  which  the  natives  of  the  Saoth  StB 
Islands  6rst  beheld  the  toys  of  civiliMd  tSr, 
has  been  often  described ;  but  the  reader  is  aK 
to  confound  it  with  the  manner  of  an  Aatcika* 
Indian,  under  siniilar  circumstanoea.    In  tUi 
particular  caae,  tlte  young  Iroqoob,  or  llaMB, 
permitted  an  excUroatioa  of  rajttore  to  caospe 
him,  and  then  he  checked  himaeil^  lik«  one 
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I  had  been  guilty  of  an  iadeeonm.  After 
his  eyes  ceased  to  wander,  bat  becMne 
on  the  elcphinu,  one  of  wbtcb,  after  • 
Ann  hesitation,  he  eren  presoiDed  to  handle. 
Dttnbjrer  did  not  intCTTupt  him  for  quite  ten 
■imitu,  knowing  that  the  hd  was  taking  snch 
Me  of  the  cunontiea  as  would  enable  him  to 
gin  the  most  minute  and  accnratc  dcBcripbon 
<f  Adr  appearance  to  his  aeman,  on  hia 
Mva.  Wlten  he  thought  sofficieat  ttnw  had 
ban  tOowed  to  produce  Uie  deatred  eflect, 
Ae  Iniater  laid  a  finger  on  U»e  naked  knee  of 
thfODth,  and  drew  his  attention  to  himself. 

**  listen,''  be  said ;  "  1  want  to  talk  with 
Bf  foung  friend  from  the  Canadas.  Let  htm 
flftt  that  wonder  for  a  minute." 

■  Where  t'other  pale  brother  }"  demanded 

tb  boy,  looking  up,  and  letting  the  idea  that 

W  been  roost  prominent  in  bis  mind,  pre- 

tjoosly  to  the  introdoction  of  the  chessmen, 

escape  him  inrolunlnrily. 

"  Uc  sleeps — or  if  be  isn't  fairly  asleep,  he 
is  in  the  room  where  the  men  do  sleep,'*  re- 
turned Dceralayer.  **  How  did  my  young 
fiicnd  know  thL-rc  was  anottwr  !'* 

"  See  him  from  the  shore.  Iroquois  have 
got  long  eyes — see  beyond  the  douds — tee  the 
bottom  of  the  great  spring !" 
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-WcC.  tae  Inxiaais 
^V.iiffw  an  pKuonos  ia  tbe  eunptrf; 

Tbt  ^  9i>dded,  UCBUn;  the 
«=h   pn:  appumt   indideiencc ;    Iboi^  I 
■uDCELt  tncr.  M  hsgbed  as  if  ^'^^'lifig  k^ 
siqienar  addms  of  fais  cnm  tribe. 

-  Caa  TtKi  tdl  me,  bor,  vhat  joar  dtf  I 
txrtCDd  to  d^  with  these  cap^rv«a;  or  bniA| 
ther  ret  nude  np  their  minds  ?" 

Tne  Ud  laolied  a  moment  at  tbe  bvri^ 
■with,  a  linie  saiprise,  then  be  coolly  pot  ibeai 
ot~  his  ijTV  QngCT  on  his  Dim  bead,  jut  dm* 
tbe  lett  ear,  and  passed  it  round  hii  eratv 
vitb  an  accuracT  and  readiness  that  dioni 
bow  we'I  he  had  been  drilled  in  the  pecobrot 
of  his  lac  ■. 

"  When  ?''  demanded  Deerstayer,  *hDM 
gorge  rose  at  this  cool  demonstration  of  •■ 
difference  to  human  life.  "  And  irhy  not  tikt 
them  to  your  wigwams  ■" 

"  Road  too  long,  and  full  of  pale-Aeei- 
Wigwam  full,  and  scalps  sell  high.  SoA 
scalp,   much  gold." 

"  Well,  that  explains  it — yes,  that  does  ex- 
plain it.  There's  no  need  of  being  any  plainv* 
\ow  you  know,  lad,  that  the  oldest  of  joat 
prisoners  is   the  father  of  these   two  yoang 
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iCn,  and  tim  otli«r  is  tlie  suitor  of  one  of 
The  gala  nat'rnlly  wish  to  sarc  the 
nlfnof  such  friends,  and  they  mil  give  tlicm 
tvo  irofy  creatur's  as  ran«)fn,  one  for  eadi 
tt^f.  Go  buck  and  tell  this  to  your  chicfii, 
lad  bring  ine  the  answer  before  the  sun 
Ml." 

TTic  boy  entered  walously  into  tbia  project, 
■nd  nth  a  Bincerity  that  left  no  doubt  of  his 
tteeatiii^  his  commission  with  intelligence  and 
promptitude.  Fur  n  moment,  he  forgot  his 
K>T«af  honour,  and  all  hi«  clnnnisli  hosUlity  to 
1^  British  and  their  Indians,  in  his  vns\i  to 
fc«re  such  a  treasure  in  his  tribe,  and  Dccr- 
l^trvas  satisfied  with  the  impression  he  had 
Bode.  It  is  true,  the  lad  proposed  to  carry  one 
•ftlw  elephants  with  him  as  a  specimen  of  the 
Wbtr,  but  to  this  his  broUicr  negotiator  was 
Im  Ojiacious  to  consent,  well  knowing  tliat  it 
*»i|ht  never  reach  its  destination  if  confided  to 
•"A  liands.  Tiiis  little  diflioulty  was  soon 
''luigod,  and  then  the  boy  prei>art!d  to  depart. 
lu  be  stood  on  tlie  platform,  reaily  to  step 
"t*ii  of  the  raft,  he  hesitated  and  turned 
"■on,  with  a  proposal  to  borrow  a  canue,  as 
"k  means  most  likely  to  shorten  the  negotia- 
SoD,  Uecrslaycr  quietly  refused  the  re(|ue»t, 
nd  after  lingering  a  httlc  longer,  tlio  hoy 
Und  slowly  away  from  tlic  castle,  taking  ilia 
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i:r;:rl:7.  cf  a  ti.ickct  on  the  shore,  thrt 
ie&s  than  halt  a  mile  distant.  Detnli^ 
sealed  himseLf  on  8  stool  and  vatt^  t^^ 
prcere&s  of  the  ambassador  ;  sometimea  ciiM^-> 
scannicg  the  whole  line  of  shore,  as  Ui  aic^^ 
co^d  reach,  and  then  placing  ao  dbov  oa^ 
kr.ee.  he  rexwied  a  long  time  with  hiitUv 
resting  on  the  hand. 

Durinz  the  interview  between  Deenlnv 
and  the  lad,  a  different  scene  took  place  id  te 
adjoining  room.  Hetty  had  inqaired  for  the  De- 
laware, aiid  being  told  why  and  where  be  n- 
c^ainedconcealedjshejoinedhim.  Therec^iiUB 
which  Chingacbgook  gave  his  Tisitor,  wai  tt- 
spectnil  and  gentle.  He  understood  ber  d» 
meter,  and  no  doubt,  his  disposition  to  be  Itid 
to  such  a  being  was  increased  by  the  hoft 
Of'  learning  some  tidings  of  his  betrothed.  Si 
soDn  as  the  girl  entered,  she  took  a  seat,  soil 
invited  the  Indian  to  place  himself  nearbdr 
and  then  she  continued  silent,  as  if  she  thongkl 
it  decorous  for  him  to  question  her,  before  iU 
consented  to  speak  on  the  subject  she  hadtf 
her  mind.  But  as  Chingacbgook  did  not  of 
derstand  this  feeling,  he  remained  respectfulT 
attentive  to  any  thing  she  might  be  pleased  to 
tell  him. 

"  You  are  Cbingachgook — the  Great  Seipeiit 
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(iflJif  Delaware^,  ar'n't  your"  the  girl  at  length 
imced,  ia  her  ovn  simple  way,  losing  her 
inmand  in  the  desire  to  proceed,  but 
utiout  first  to  make  sure  of  Hie  individual. 

"  Cliingacbfcook,"  returned  the  Delaware, 
■illi  gnre  dignit)-.  "  lliat  say  (ireat  8arpent 
in  Otcrslaycr  tongue." 

"  WcH,  that  ia  my  tongue.  Dcerslsyer,  and 
Atbrr,  and  Judith,  and  I,  Bnd  poor  Hurry 
Hm^— do  you  know  Henry  Slarcb,  Great 
Snpent?  I  know  you  don't,  bowcrcr,  Ar 
vouldhavo  spoken  of  yi7n,  too." 

"  Did  any  tongue  name  Chingachgook, 
Drccping-Lily  ?"  for  so  the  chief  had  minted 
poor  Hetty.  "  Was  his  name  sung  by  a  little 
bird  »mong  tlic  Iroquois  ?" 

Rttty  did  not  answer  at  first ;  but  with 
t^  iiidcscribahlc  feeling  that  iLwakeiiH  xym- 
I*ll"y  »od  intelligence  among  the  youthful  and 
""pnctitcd  of  her  sex,  she  hung  her  head, 
■nd  tiie  blood  suffused  her  clieek  ere  she  found 
"C  longue.  It  would  have  exceeded  her  stock 
Mintel&gcnce  to  explain  this  embarrassment; 
"Ot  though  poor  Hetty  could  not  reason  on 
'*^  energency,  she  could  always  feel.  The 
•wor  slowly  receded  from  her  cheek,  and  the 
|i"  ktoked  up  archly  at  the  Indian,  smiling 
*^'n  the  innocence  of  a  child,  mingled  witli  the 
'Oterest  of  a  woman. 
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"  My  suter,  tlic  Drooping- Lily,  hear  to 
bird  \"  Oiingnchgook  oddcd,  krid  this  with 
gentleness  of  toM  and  n&nner,  that  woaX" 
have  astonished  tltose  who  sometimes  heard  tl»4 
disoordaiit  cries  that  often  came  from  the  wnv 
throat ;  tliese  tnuiMlions  froin  liie  horsli  aiitd 
guttural,  to  the  soft  and  melodious,  not  tmnf 
unfrcquent  in  ordinary  Indian  dialogacs.  **  My 
sister's  cars    were    open — has   she    lost    hs^^ 
tongue  i"  H 

**  You  are  Chingachgook — yoa  mut  be;  tar 
there  is  no  other  red  man  here,  and  sbc  tboa^ 
Oiingachgook  would  conic.'* 

*'  Chin-gach-gook/'  pronouncit^;  the  oiiaB 
slowly,  and  dwelling  on  each  syllable ;  **  Gmt 
Sarpent,  Yengeese  tongue." 

"  Chin-gach-gook,"  repented  Hetty,  ia  te 
same  deliberate  manner.  "  Yes,  so  Htu  oDbI 
it^  and  you  niw/  be  I)i«  chief." 

«  Wali-U-  l-Wah,'*  added  the  Dclawara. 

•'  Wah-ta  !-Wah,  or  Hist-oh  UllisL  1  iM 
Hist  prettier  than  Wait,  and  so  I  call  her  Hiit-* 

"  Wah !  very  sweet  in  Delaware  cars !" 

"  Tou  iTiAkc  it  sound  diflTcrenlly  from  m 
But,  ne^'cr  mind ;  I  did  hear  the  bird  jn 
•peak  of  sing.  Great  Seq>ent." 

"  Will  my  sister  say  words  of  song  ?  WU 
she  nng  most — how  she  look—oAcn  ibi 
UughP» 
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nsf  di^  4w ;  tiu]  sbe  hagbed  beutaj-.  when 
ll  tdAno«tbe  Iroqoois  waded  tnio  the  w«ter 
I  lAer  a>i  tad  eodd'ot  ntch  as.  I  hope  these 
^  V>phnQ*teus,  Serpent ."' 

"  No  (ear  logi ;  feu-  sister  next  room.  No 
R*r  Inqnois;  DeerslftTcr  stuff  his  eyta  and 
«"»  •nh  itrange  bcaat.'* 

"  I  understand  3roii,  Serpent^  and  I  under- 
wood Hist.     Sometimes  I  tliink  I'm  Mt  half 
^  fctble- minded  as  ihcy  say  1  am.     Now,  do 
)*«Ioolc  Op  at  tbo  roof,  and  I'U  t«ll  you  all. 
"ut  fga  frighten  roc,  jrou  look  so  eager,  when 
'  <p»k  of  Hist." 

T^  Indian  controUcd  his  looks,  and  affected 
^  comply  with  the  simple  request  of  the 
tfrl. 

'  Hist  tdd  me  to  say,  in  a  wry  low  voice, 
^Ittt  yen  mustn't  trust  the  Iroqucns  in  any 
%Uiig.  They  are  more  artful  than  any  Indiana 
^bt  knows.  Tlicn  she  says  tlmt  then*  is  a 
larfce  bright  sUr,  that  comes  over  the  hill, 
about  an  hour  after  dnrk, — (Hist  had  pointed 
oat  the  planet  Venua,  without  knon-ing  it) — 
•nd  juA  aa  that  star  comes  in  sight,  she  will 
be  OQ  the  point  where  I  landed  lost  night,  and 
that  you  must  come  for  her  in  a  canoe. 

"  Good  ^  Chitigachgook     understand    well 
roL.  tl.  ' 
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tMeicd  the  nrk,  the  previous  iiiglit,  and  it  was 
npected  tluit  he  hHci  since  apgieared  in  and 
)^b<iat  the  outle  in  Ute  dress  of  a  pale-faoe. 
^  tome  little  doubt  exiBt«d  on  the  latter 
I^int;  f<»r  lu  thiit  vm  the  reason  when  white 
Ota  might  be  eiipected  to  arrive,  there  was 
WW  (mr  that  the  garrison  of  the  castle  iras 
incnuing  hj  these  ordinary  means.  AU  tiiis 
bid  HiU  oommuuicated  to  Hetty  while  the 
Im^am  were  dragging  them  along  shore  ;  the 
dlMinee,  which  exceeded  su  miles,  afTordiiig 
bbuiidaiice  of  time. 

"  Uist  don't  know  herself,  whether  they 
■vpict  her  or  not,  or  whether  tliey  suspect 
)M:  bat  she  hopes  neitlier  is  the  case.  ^Vad 
Wf,  Ser|>ent,  ainec  I  have  told  you  ao  much 
fenn  yuur  betrothed,"  continued  Hetty,  un- 
BMKtously  taking  one  of  the  Indian's  hands, 
■"d  playing  witli  the  hngers.  as  a  child  is  often 
•••n  t«  play  with  those  ol  a  parent ;  "  you  must 
'•*  Oe  tell  you  something  from  myself.  When 
J^  uarry  Hist,  you  must  be  kind  to  hvr,  and 
''"■ie  on  her,  as  you  do  now  on  me ;  and  not 
^  cross,  as  some  of  the  chiel's  do  at  their 
''"aws.     Will  you  promise  this  i" 

I         .Uway  gof)d  to  Wah  ! — too  tender  to  twist 

P**^  !  else  she  break." 

I  Tea,  and  smile  too ;  you  don't  know  how 

i  F  3 
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I B  girl  cnii'es  smil«s  from  them  sbe  To 
Frther  Murce  imilcd  on  mc  once,  while  I  v^M 
with  bim  — and  Hurry — yes — Uoiry  liHiii^i 
load  and  laughed ;  but  I  dou't  think  he  iiiiiiln^ 
once  either.  Yoa  know  the  difference  betwe^si 
a  imile  and  a  laugh  r" 

■*  lAQgfa,  besL    Hear  Wab  !   laogh,  t!hi&3l 
bird  aog !"  ^ 

"  I  know  that ;  her  Laugh  is  pleunl^  fa^l 
jftm   must   smile.     And    then,    Serpen^   T*** 
muso't  make  her  carry  burthens  and  boe  ram* 
as  so  many  IndUns  do ;  but  treat  ber  more  a« 
the  pale-faces  treat  their  wives." 

"  Wah-ta-  !-Wab  no  pale-face — got  red  skin, 
red  bean,  red  feelin's.     Alt  red;  no  pale-btt.     | 
Mutt  carry  papoose." 

"  Every  woman  is  wiUinf;  to  carry  kcr 
cliild,"  said  Hetty,  smiling;  "  and  there  is  ao 
barm  in  tliat.  But  you  must  love  Hist,  uil 
be  f^ientlc  and  good  to  her ;  for  she  is  geotka' 
good  herself." 

Chingacbgook  gravely  bowed,  and  then  W 
seemed  to  think  tliis  part  of  tlie  subject  mi^ 
be  ciisroissed.  Before  tl>cre  was  time  far 
Hetty  to  resume  her  communicatioua.  ^ 
voice  of  Deerslayer  was  beard  calling  on  ha 
friend^  in  the  outer  room.  At  tJiis  anmiPWM 
the  Serpent  arocc  to  obey,  and  Hetty  joiaed 
her  sister. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


**  '  A  Hruigcr  aaitn*!.'  cries  one, 
'  Sure  DercT  llTcd  iMiiCalli  Ihr  *ua) 
A  liskrd^  body,  Imti  aiid  long, 
A  tah't  brad,  a  Krp«Dr*  tongac, 
lutoolh,  with  triple  claw  (lU]a<nrd; 
Aad  wbM  •  UnBib  of  tiU  bebiod  V  " 

MIBNICI. 

The  first  act  of  the  Delaware,  on  rejoining 
^  friend,  wss  to  proceed  gravely  to   disen- 
CDuber  himself  of  his  civilized  nttire,  and  to 
*Mi!  forth  an  Indian  warrior  again.    Tlie  pro- 
W  of  Dccrshycr  was  met  by  hU  communi- 
6»<ing  Uic  fact  that  the  presence  of  an  Indian 
">  the  hut,  wa«  known  to   the   Iroquois,  and 
^t  kii  maintaining  the  disguise  would  be  more 
lilelj-  to  direct  suspicions  to  bis  real  object, 
tbin  if  he  came  oat  openly  as  a  member  of  a 
bottile   tribe.      When   the   latter    understood 
the  truth,  and  was  totd  that  he  had  been  de- 
ceived in  supposing  tlie  chief  had  succeeded  in 
entering  the  ark   undiscovered,  he  cheerfully 
ConBcnted  to  the  ctiange,  since  further  attempt 
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at  concealment  was  ttselcss.  A  gentler  fecH 
titan  the  oii«  avowed,  however,  lay  at  tlie  ^' 
torn  of  the  Indian's  dewre  to  a|>pear  as  a  md 
of  the  forest.  He  had  t>c«n  told  that  llUt«i 
on  the  opposite  shore ;  and  nature  m  fti  In- 
umphcd  over  all  distinctions  of  Itabit,  oA 
tribes,  and  people,  as  to  reduce  ihix  yiniC 
sar&gc  warrior  to  tlic  l«v«l  of  a  feeling  whi(^ 
would  hare  t>ccn  found  in  tlie  most  n&n^ 
inhabitant  of  a  town,  und«r  similar  circum- 
stances. There  waa  a  mild  sutisfaction  m\f- 
lieving  that  she  he  loved  could  aee  him ;  vii 
im  he  walked  out  on  the  platform,  in  hi* 
scanty,  native  attire,  an  Apollo  of  the  wilifw- 
ness,  a  hundred  of  the  tender  fancies  that  lied 
through  lo%xrs'  broinst  beset  his  iniBginsDsii 
and  softened  his  heart. 

All  this  was  Io»t  on  Dcerslayer,  who  waino 
f^roat  adept  in  tlie  mysteries  of  Cupid,  bat 
whose  mind  was  far  more  oocupiod  with  tht 
concerns  that  forced  titemtelveit  on  hit*  i^ 
tention,  than  with  any  of  the  truant  fancies  if 
lore.  He  soon  recalled  hb  companion,  tlid^ 
fore,  to  a  sense  of  Uieir  actxuU  condition,  If 
summoning  him  to  a  sort  of  council  of  -"f^ 
in  which  they  were  to  settle  tlteir  future  conrt*-' 
In  the  dinlf^ue  that  followe<),  tlie  parties  m^" 
tually  made  each  otiier  acquainte<]  with  «ti< 
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""d  ptwed  in  thtnr  xcrcral  interviews.  Ctiin- 
S'cliyook  v&s  told  the  liistury  of  the  treat)- 
■"Out  the  ranaom ;  and  Deerslajror  beuxl  the 
*l«))e  of  HeUy'ii  cotnmunirations.  The  latter 
'■'tened  vith  generous  interest  to  his  friciiil's 
l>ope«,  and  promiaed  cheerfully  all  the  assiu- 
*noe  he  could  lend. 

"Tis  oar  main  ar'n'd,  Sarpont,  aa  you 
hmvr ;  this  battling  for  the  ostlc  and  old 
Huttor's  darters,  coming  in  as  a  sort  of  acci- 
dent. Tes—yes — I'll  be  iKfyvc  in  helfung 
little  Hist,  who'H  not  only  one  of  the  best  and 
handsomest  maidens  of  the  trilx-,  but  the  nuy 
best  and  bandsomesL  I've  altrays  encouraged 
jou,  chief,  in  tiiat  liking ;  and  it'a  proper,  too, 
that  a  great  and  ancient  race  Ulce  your'n 
■faouldn'c  come  to  an  end.  If  a  woman  of 
red  skin  and  red  gifts,  coold  get  to  be  near 
enough  to  me  to  wish  her  for  &  wife,  I'd  s'arch 
for  just  such  another,  bat  that  can  nn-er  )ke ; 
no,  that  cat!  imer  be.  I'm  glad  Hetty  1im 
met  with  Uist,  huvscrer,  for  though  the  fint 
U  a  little  short  of  wit  and  understanding,  tlte 
Luc  has  enough  for  both.  Yes,  Sarpcnt," 
Inugliing  heartily,  "  put  *cm  together,  and  two 
•marter  gals  isn't  to  be  found  in  all  York 
colony  f 

"  I  will  go  to  the  Iroquois  camp,"  returned 
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the  IJelannire,  grarcly.    "  No  one  knowa  CUia- 
gschgook   but   Wah !,  and   a   treaty   fbr  GieM 
and  scalps  should  be  made  hj  u  chief!    Gir0 
IDC   the  strange   beasts,    and   let  me  take  « 
canoe." 

Deerslnycr  drooped  his  head,  and  p^cJ 
witli  the  end  of  a  fish<polc  in  the  water,  ai  he 
sat  dangling  his  legs  over  tlie  edge  of  the 
platform,  like  a  man  who  was  loHt  in  thoi^bli 
by  the  sudden  occunence  of  a  novel  idea>  Ik- 
stesd  of  directly  answering  the  propocal  of  In 
friend,  he  began  to  sobloquiic;  a  circamstanoc^ 
however,  that  in  no  manner  rendered  his  ward* 
more  true,  as  he  was  remarkable  for  sajiig 
what  he  thought,  whether  the  remarks  wen 
addressed  to  himself  or  to  any  one  else. 

"  Yes— yes,"  he  said,  "  this  must  be  whrt 
they  call  love  1  Vra  heard  say  that  it  mii» 
times  upsets  reason  altogether,  leaving  »  joang 
man  as  hdpless,  as  to  calculation  and  caution, 
M  a  brute  beast.  To  think  that  the  Sarpent 
should  be  so  lost  to  reason,  and  cunnii^,  aad 
wisdom  1  We  must,  sartainly,  manage  to  gtt 
Hist  off,  and  have  'em  married  tut  soon  as  «t 
get  back  to  the  tribe,  or  tliis  war  will  be  of  M 
more  use  to  the  chief,  than  a  hunt  ■  Bttb 
oncommon  ai»d  extr'omary.  Yes— yes— hell 
□ever  be  ttie  man  he  was,   till  this  matter  b  df 
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Vn  tQuid,  and  he  comes  to  his  senses,    like  all 
^  ml  of  mankind.     Supent,    yoa  can't  be 
in  tinicat,   and  Lbereforc  I  shall  sa^  bat  little 
*>  Tout  offer.      But  you're  a  chief,  aad  wiU 
**oa  be  sent  out  on  the  war-path  at  the  ht»d 
"''parties,    and  I'll  just  ask  if  fouM  think  of 
putting  ]roar   forces   into  the   inimf's   hands, 
*(>re  the  battle  is  foo't?" 
"  M'ah  I"  ejaculated  the  Indian. 
"  Ay  —  Wall !  —  1   know   weU   enou^   it's 
^^'ah  !,  and  altofeeUier  Wah !    Ra'aily,  Sarpent, 
^  "^      conaanied  and  mortified  about  j'ou !     I 
ntv^x-  hemrd  so  weak  an  idee  oome  from  a  chief, 
and  \^f^  1^^^  Q„^  tliat's  already  got  a  name  for 
"''^S  wise,  young  and  incxper'enoed  as  he  if. 
t''****^©  j-ou  shan't  hare,  »o  long  as  the  r^iix  at 
ni  ^dihip  and  warning  c^n  count  for  anything." 
My  pale-faoe  friend  is  right.  A  cloud  came 
0^^  the  lace  of  Chingadigook,  and  weaknen 
^^  into  his  mind  while  his  eyes  were  dim.  My 
^rotlicr  has  a  good  memory  for  good  deeds, 
tnd  a  weak  memory  for  bad.     lie  will  forget.'* 
"  Tea,    that's  easy   enough.     Say  no  more 
•batit  it,  chief;  but  if  another  uf  them  clouds 
blow  near  you,   do  you  cndivour  to  get  out 
of  its  way.     Clouds  are  bad  enough  in   the 
weather;  but  wlicn  they  come  to  the  reason, 
it  gets  to  lie  serious.     Now,  stt  down  by  ms 
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here,   and  let  u*  cnlculntc  our 

little,   for  vre  (ba])  soon   either 

and  a  peace,  or  we  shall  oome  to  an  wetyn  sO^ 

bloody  war.     You  see  the  vag»bottd«  c&n 

logs  Hen'c  their  turn,  as  well  bb  tlie  beat  raft** 

men  on  the  rivers ;   and  it  would  he  no  gre*^ 

expllte  for  them  to  itiTade  us  in  a  body. 

been    tliinkiug   of  the   wisdom  of  patting 

old  Tom's  stores  into  the  ark,  of  barring  «»** 

locking  up  the  casllc,  and  of  taking  (o  the 

altogether.    That  is  movcahle,  and  by  ki 

the  sul  u]>,  and  thifting  pluces.  ne  might  wi 

through  a  great   many   nighlc,   witbottt 

Canada  wolres  finding  a  way  into  our 

fold." 

Chingncligoolc  liittcned  to  this  plan  wil 
probation.  Did  the  n^otiation  fail,  there 
now  little  Itope  that  tlie  night  would  pui  wit^ 
out  an  assault;  and  the  envtiiy  had  MajMitr 
enough  to  undcnttand,  that  in  carrjriof  ihi 
CBKtle,  they  would  probnbly  become  nuon tf 
nil  it  contained,  the  oflered  ranmm  include^ 
and  Mill  retain  the  adTanlage*  they  had  tulbw- 
to  gained.  Some  precaution  of  the  aort  ip- 
pearcd  tu  be  absolutely  neccvtary  ;  for  itow  tltf 
nurobera  of  tlie  Iroquois  were  knowD,  •  ri|^ 
attnck  could  scarcely  be  surcessfully  tnd.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  prerent  Uic  enemy  fn» 
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ng  posaettion  of  the  cnnoeit  and  the  nrk, 

vA  the  bitter  itself  wonld  Iw  a  lioM  in  which 

tkeauaiUnta  would  be  as  effectually  protected 

iC»iut  bullets  a.4  were  those  in  the  building. 

For  a  few  minutes  both  men  thought  of  aink- 

ing  the  ark  in  the  shallow  water,  of  bringing 

tbetanocs  into  tlio  bouse,    and  of  depending 

■""Btlhw  on  lb*  castle  for  protection.    But 

i^lMian  aatisfied  them  that,  in  the  end.  thia 

Ap(dient  would  fail.     It  was  so  rnsy  to  collect 

leg)  on  the  shore,  and  to  construct  a  raft  of 

Unait  any  uae,  that  it  waa  oeruin  tho  Irnquois, 

'•**tbey  bad  tume<l  their  attention  to  such 

1'*>ii,  wrould  resort  to  them  iieriouHly,  -to  long 

**  Uiete  woa  the  certainty  of  aucoess  by  per- 

**W8iioe.     After  delilierating   maturely,    and 

''^eing  all    the    considerations    fairly    before 

™^ta,  the  two  young  be^ners  in  the  art  of 

*''*et  wuftre  settled  down  into  the  opinion 

~*t  the  ark  offered  the  only  availnble  means 

*Ccority.     ITiis  decision  was  no  sooner  come 

_  than  it  waa  coramanicated  to  Judith.    The 

f""!  had  no  serious  objection  to  make,  and  then 

,       fttur  set  about  the  meiisurei  necessary  to 

P'*'«Tring  the  plan  into  exe<;ution. 

[  "^lie  reader  will  readily  understand  tJiat  float- 

''S    Tom's   worldly   goods   were   of  no  great 

^CftunL    A  cou|>]e  of  bedit,  some  wearing  ap- 
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paret,  the  tarns  and  ammunition,  a  few  ooolcT/^ 
utriiMU,  villi  Uie  iiiyst«rious  and  but  hftlf-eica- 
niiticd  cliesi,  formed  the  prii)ci|>al  items.  ThcM 
were  all  soon  removed,    tlie  ark  having  been 
hauled  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  building,  to 
that  the  transfer  could  be  made  without  twuf 
seen  from  the  shore.     It  was  tliouf^ht  uiiitKt*- 
sary  to  disturb  the  heavier  and  coarser  utitJe* 
of  furniture,  as  they  were  not  required  iatiie 
ark,  and  were  but  of  little  value  in  themKin*- 
Asgreat  caution  was  necessary  in  remonQ|liiB 
difieretit  objects,  most  of  whidi  were  j^aaei  coC 
ofawindoiv  with  a  view  to  oonoenl  wlimt  n* 
going  on,  it  required  two  or  three  huura  before 
all  could  be  eSectod.     By   the   ex)>iratioD  w 
that  time  the  raft  made  its  appearance,  moriip 
from  the  shore.     DccraUycr  immediately  had 
recourse  to  the  glass,  by  llie  aid  of  which  ht 
pereeived  that  two  warriors  were  on  it,  tboD^ 
tliey  appearetl  to  be  unanned.    The  progrcn 
of  thendV  was  slow,  nciroimstiuice  thatformd 
one  of  tlie  great  advitnUiges   that  wouhl  bt 
possessed  by  tlie  scow  in  any  future  ooIKmo 
lietween  them ;    the  movements  of  tlie  Uiur 
being  comparatively  swift  and  light.     As  U""*^ 
was  time  to  make  the  disp'^sitions  for  tii<  ff 
cvption   of  tlic  two  dangerous  visitors,  exrtf 
tiling  was  prepnred  for  them  long  hefon  tliq^ 
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M  got  near  enough  to  be  boiled.     The  Ser- 
IKnt  and  the  girls  retired   into  the   ))uildiiig, 
*^ne  the  former   stood   near  the  door   well 
Poinded  with   rifles ;    while   Judith  watclied 
^'  proceedings  without  through  a  lotip.     As 
""OeKn\»ycT  be  hsd  brought  a  Mnol  to  the 
^°^  of  tlic  platform,  »t  the  point  towards 
*^Kfa  the  raft  was  kdvancing,  and  tnlcen  hUiceat 
'*''  His  rifle  leaning  carelessly  beiwectn  h\%  legs. 
"*    the  raft  drew  nearer  every  tnttans  pos* 
•*•*<!  by  the  party  in  the  castle  was  resorted 
^  "*    order  to  ascertain  if  their  visitors  had 
"•y  6 re-arms.     Nrather  Deerslayer  nor  Cbin- 
S'^gook  could  discover  any ;  but  Judith,  uii> 
'fflirig  to  tniitt  to  nmple  cj-c  sight,   thrust  the 
E"**   tlirough  the  loop  and  directed  it  towards 
"*  bcfldocW  boughs  that  lay  between  the  tu-o 
'^^  of  the  raft,  forming  a  sort  of  flooring,  as 
•^asa  seat  for  the  use  of  the  rowers.     When 
"*  Wavy-moving  craft  was  witliiii  fifty  feet  of 
'^i  Dceralaycr  bailed  the  Hurons,  directing 
then  to  cease  rowing,  it  not  Iwing  bis  intention 
bpermit  them  to  land.     Compliance  ofoourse 
ns  necessary,  and  the  two  grim-looking  war- 
riors instantly  quitted  their  seats,  though  the 
raft  continoed  slowly  to  approach,  until  it  had 
driven  in  much  nearer  to  ihc  platform. 

"  Arc  yc  chiefs  r "  demanded  UecraUyer  with 
dq^ty.    Arc  ye  diicfs } — or  have  the  Mingos 


t)ie  mft,  rolling  hix  glu 
fercnt  objeets  that  wcc 
the  castle  will)  a  ktvn 
little  e&cn|>c<I  Iiim. 
proud,  but  Uira»oak  { 
Ulion  of  the  term,  wiiti 
iss  name  to  make  a  IVl 

"  Thsfs  true,  or  it's 
may  be ;  but  I  Km  not  li 
ing  that  I  was  bom  pole, 
and  why  do  you  come  an 
on  logs  tliat  are  not  eren 

"  Tlie  Iroquois  are  n 
mter !  Let  the  [wle-ru 
and  they'll  come  in  u  can 

"  That's  more  rationa 
to  pass.  Wo  have  but  1 
four  persons,  that's  oiil] 
We  tli&nk  you  for  the  oti 
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of  pride  and  human  veakneas  came  ov«r  liiro. 
tie  smiled,  muttered  between  his  teeth,  and 
then  looking  up  proudljr,  he  aaid — 

**  Mingo,  like  all  who  are  youne;  and  actyve, 
l*Te  been  known  by  diScrent  names  at  dilfcrcnt 
ttiDct.  One  of  your  warriors  whuso  spirit 
ttvltd  for  the  liappy-gTx>unds  of  your  people, 
*»  Intriy  as  yesterday  morning,  thooght  I  de- 
>*rved  to  be  known  by  the  name  uf  Ilawkcye ; 
^d  this  because  my  sight  liapiiencd  U>  Ik 
9*'i<^cr  titan  his  own,  when  it  got  to  be  liiis  or 
**th  atweeii  us." 

C^itini^acligook,  who  was  attcntirely  lintening 

^  *U  that  passed,  heard  and   uiidentood  tlus 

Pt'oof  of  pauing  we^mflM  in  his  friend,  and 

*"*    K  future  occasion  he  queHiioned  him  more 

«o««)j.  conoeming  tlie  whole  traiuaetiun  on  the 

P*mtt  where    Ucerdaj'er  Itad  tirat  taken  humati 

^C.     When  he  liadgot  the  whole  trotli,  he  did 

''Ot  (ail  In  communicate   it  to  ttie  tribe ;   from 

*hicb  time  the  young  hunter   was  universally 

ktovn  among  the  Dclawarea  by  an  appolladon 

»  honourably  earned.     As  this,  however,  was 

I  period  posterior  to  all  the  incidents  of  this 

tole,  we  iitiall  continue  to  call  the  young  hunter 

by    the  name  under  which  he  has  been  first 

intn>duced  totlie  reader.  Nor  was  the  Iroquois 

less  struck  with  the  Taunt  of  the  white  man. 
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'  of  the  death  of  his  comnde,  mA)ii 
■  in  KniienlBadin^  the  allusion ;  ihe 
raen  tbe  conqueror  and  >a 
I  that  occuoon  having  been  Men  ^ 
traces  od  the  shore  of  the  lake^  via 
been  stotioacd  at  diflcirnt  poinu  jolt 
tha  mmpa  of  the  biuhcs  to  wstch  thi 
■MMS,  lad  who  had  not  time  to  ntcb 
!  of  action  ere  the  victor  had  rrUred. 
OD  thb  rude  being  of  Uie  forest  wii 
of  surprise ;  then  lucli  b  iniSe 
ufcoortxsf  umI  vrxn  of  the  hand  succeeded, 
■B  ««ald  ban  done  credit  to  Asiatic  di|Joa»q. 
Iht  tvo  Intqaob  spoke  to  each  otlier  in  low 
•ad  both  drcir  near  tlie  end  of  the  rtft 
aadoaeat  to  the  platform. 
"  Mr  brother,  Hsvkeye,  baa  aent  a  ncuigl 
ID  the  HojODs,'*  resumed  Rivenoak,  "  and  it 
bi«  Bade  their  hcsrui  very  glad.  They  bttr 
ha  has  toHgea  of  beaats  vitb  two  tails !  Will 
he  abov  thea  to  his  friends  ?" 

*  iBinies  voold  be  truer,"  returned  Deer^ 
ab;«x;  "  bni  sound  isn't  tense,  and  doc«  tittle 
barm.  Here  is  one  of  the  image* ;  1  toss  it 
to  foo  under  &utb  of  treaties.  If  it's  not 
returned,  the  rifle  «iU  settle  the  p'int  atween 


w.' 


The   Iraqnda  seemed   to  acquiesce  to   the 
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(Ondidons,  and  Decrslaj-er  arose  and  prqiared 
tutoss  one  of  the  elephants  to  the  raft,  both 
putiM  using  all  the  precaution  that  was  neoes- 
•17  to  prevent  its  loss.  As  pracdoe  render* 
■Dcn  expert  in  inch  things,  tlie  little  piece  of 
mry  was  soon  successfully  transferred  troni 
one  hand  to  the  other;  and  then  followed  an- 
otlier  scene  on  the  rafl,  in  which  astonishment 
^d  delight  got  the  mastery  of  Indian  stoicism. 
Thex  two  grim  old  warriors  manifested  even 
more  feeling,  as  they  examined  the  ctirioualy- 
*Tixtgbt  chess-man,  tlian  had  l>ecn  betrayed 
hj  the  boy ;  for,  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  recent 
schooling  had  interposed  its  influence;  while 
the  men,  like  all  who  are  sustained  by  well- 
ertabllslicd  characters,  were  not  ashamed  to  let 
some  of  their  emotions  be  disoorcrcd.  For  a 
few  nitnates  they  apparently  lost  all  conscioos- 
ness  of  their  situation  in  tlic  intense  scrutiny 
tfaej  bestowed  on  a  material  so  line,  work  so 
fai|^y  wrought,  and  an  animal  so  extraor- 
dinary. The  lip  of  the  moose  is,  perhaps,  the 
1  neareat  n[^roach  to  tli«  trunk  of  the  elephant 
tl»t  is  to  be  found  in  the  American  forest ;  hut 
this  resemblance  was  far  from  being  sufficiently 
striking  to  bring  the  new  creature  within  the 
range  of  their  habits  and  ideas,  and  the  more 
they  studied  the  image   the  greater  was  their 
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Mtonishment.  Nor  did  thes«  diildreni 
forest  mistake  the  stmcture  on  the  back^ 
dephant  for  a  part  of  the  animal.  The] 
fnmilinr  vritli  hortcs  and  oscii,  and  bd 
towCTs  in  die  Canadas.  and  t'ound  aothii| 
prinng  in  creatures  of  borthen.  Stillf 
verjr  natural  associiition,  they  eupposa 
camog  meant  to  represent  tliat  the  j 
they  aaw  was  of  a  &tnm|^  suSicicnt  to  \ 
fort  on  its  back;  a  rarcumstancc 
degree  lessened  their  wonder. 

"  Has  my  pale-faec  brother  any 
beasts  ?"  at   last  the   senior   of  the   h 
asked,  in  a  sort  of  pctitioniRg  manner. 

"  ITicre's    more   whore  them 
Mingo,"  was   the   answer;   "  one 
however,  to  buy  off  fifty  scalps.' 

"  One  of  my  pnEoners  is  a  great  wj 
tall  as  a  pine — strong  ax  the  moose— aij 
a  deer — fierce  as  the  ]Hinther  1  Some  dj 
be  a  great  chief,  and  lead  the  army  a 
(ieor^ !"  I 

"'IVit — tut— Mint^;  Horry  Hinry  il 
Hurry,  and  you'll  never  make  more  tha 
porolofhiro,  if  you  do  that.  He's  tall'^ 
of  a  sartatnty ;  but  that's  of  no  use,  as  1 
hits  his  head  ag*in  the  Itranohes  as  I 
through  tlie  forett.     He's  strong 


11  un 

tliati 

■* 
he  h 
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***Qng  body  isn't  t  strong  head,  and  the  kin^s 
f**Mfal]t  ar«  not  chosen  for  their  sinews,  tie's 
*^^ilt,  if  joa  will,  but  a  rifle-bullet  is  swiAer ; 
"■Id  as  for  rereeness,  it's  no  great  rvco«iinend 
to  a  Mldier ;  they  Uiat  think  they  foel  Uic 
rttDBtnt,  often  girin'  out  at  tiie  pinch.  No — 
M — you'll  never  make  Huitj*'»  scalp  pa**  for 
nore  tlian  a  good  head  of  curly  hair,  and  a 
nulepate  beneatli  it  \" 

"  My  (^d  prisoner  very  vise — king  of  the 
lake — great  wairior,  wiiecoun»eUor  t" 

"  Well,  there's  them  tliat  mi^ht  ^insay  all 
this,  too,  Mingo,  A  very  wise  man  wouldn't 
be  apt  to  be  tnketi  in  so  foolish  a  manner  as 
belel  Master  flutter;  and  if  he  gives  good 
counsfl,  he  must  have  listened  to  bod,  in  all 
tliat  atfnir.  Tliorc's  only  one  king  uf  this  luko, 
mnd  lie's  a  Ion;;  vray  off,  and  isn't  bkelyerer  to 
see  it.  Floating  Tom  is  some  such  king  of 
this  region,  as  the  wolf  that  prowls  through 
the  woods  is  king  of  llio  forest.  A.  beast  with 
two  tails  is  well  worth  two  such  scalps  !" 

"  But  my  brotlier  has  another  beast?— lie 
will  give  two,"  holding  up  as  many  fingers, 
«  for  old  iiithcr  ?" 

"  Floating  Tom  is  no  lather  of  mine,  bat 
he'll  &re  none  the  worse  tor  that.  vVs  for 
giring  t«'o  beasts  tor  his  scalp,  and  each  beast 
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with    two  tails,    it  ia   quite   beyond 
Think  yourscU"  well  off,  Mingo>  if  you  m*It9  ' 
much  worse  trade."  f 

By  this  time  the  Rcir-command  of  Rinn-* 
oak  had  got  the  better  of  liU  wonder,  »nd  h^ 
bcgEQ  to  fall  back  on  his  usual  h«lnU  of  oi»- 
ning,   in   order  to  drive  the  best  bargain  h0 
could.    It  would  be  usdeas  to  relate  more  tlan 
the  substance  of  the  desultory  dialogue  tbtt  fal- 
lowed, in  which  the  Indinn  manifested  do  liltle 
numagement  in  endeavouring   to  reconr  the 
ground   lost  under   the  influence  of  surptiie. 
He  eren  affected  to  doubt  whether  any  ori- 
ginal for  the  image  of  tlie  beast  existed,  sad 
asserted  that   the   oldest    Indian    had    Mrrer 
heard  a  tradition  of  any  such  animat    Litik 
did  either  of  ibero  imagine  at  the  titoe,  tkit 
long  ere  a  century  elapsed,  the  progress  of  on- 
lization  would  bring  even  much  more  extntf- 
diruury  and  rare  aitimals  into  that  regiooi  •• 
curiosities  to  be  gBS«d  at  by  the  corioiui,  ui 
that  the  particular  beast,  about  which  the  fi^ 
putants  contended,  would  be  seen   lavtng  iH 
sides  and  swimming  in  the  very  sheet  of  «■■( 
on  which  they  had  met.     As  ia  not  unoommW 
on  such  occasions,  one  of  the  parties  got  a  IHlIl 
warm   in    the    coarse   of  the   discussion;  fd 
Decrslaycr  met   all    tlic  arguments   and  p«- 


nnriuons  of  his  su))Ue  opjioncnt  wiUi  his  own 
cob)  ^[irccuie»a  of  maiiiter,  and  unmored  luve 
a(  tradi.  What  an  eJepbaitt  wu,  he  knew 
liule  bcner  Uian  the  sa\iige ;  but  he  perfectly 
nndetttDod  that  tli«  carved  pieces  of  ivory 
nvt  htra  nime  such  value  in  the  eves  of  an 
"Ojaoii,  aa  a  bag  of  gold  or  a  package  of 
(NBTcr-ikins,  would  ia  those  of  a  trader.  Under 
tlie  circumstances,  therefore,  he  felt  it  to  bo 
pnideiit  not  lo  concede  too  much  at  lirst,  since 
'^n  existed  a  nearly  unconquerable  obstacle 
^Hukiftg  the  transfiTs,  even  after  the  coo- 
''iciiiig  parties  had  actualljr  agreed  upon  the 
^ttniL  Keeping  this  difficulty  in  view,  he  held 
*tie  extrs-chcss-men  in  reserve,  as  a  means  of 
*acK>thing    any  difficulty  in   the   moment  of 

At  length  the  savage  pretended  that  furtlicr 
>iegotiation  was  useless,  since  he  could  not  be 
•0  unjust  to  his  tribe  as  to  part  with  the 
looour  and  emoluments  of  two  excellent  full- 
>  grown  male  scalps,  for  a  consideration  ao  tri- 
fling sa  two  toys  like  tliose  he  had  seen — and 
he  prepared  to  take  tiis  departure.  Both  parties 
now  felt  as  men  are  wont  to  feel,  when  a  bar- 
gain tliat  each  is  anxious  to  conclude^  ia  on  the 
eve  of  being  broken  off,  in  consequence  of  too 
much  pertinacity  in  the  way  of  management. 
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The    effect  of  Ute   <li!i&ppointn)ent 
(lilfercnt,   howcrer,   on  the  reipective  'aS**^ 
duals.  DccnUyer  watt  mordfied  uid  filled  «itb 
regret;   for  he  not  only  felt  fot  the  priionav* 
hut  lie  also  felt  deeply  for  tlie  two  giris.  th^ 
condtiaion    of  the   treaty,  therefore,  left  hoD 
metmcltoly  nndfullofr^pvt*    With  theviifs 
his  ttefeat  produced  the  nvige  deslra  of  ■»• 
veiige.     In  b  moment  of  exntcment,  ht  bd 
loudly  announced  his  iitU'ntion  to  ny  iioinani 
and  he  felt  equally  enraged  with  ImDMlfnd 
vritJi  his  cool  o|«ponent,  thnt  he  twd  pKraatad 
a  palp-fucc  to  manifest  more  indiffcretict  sad 
belf-cotumand  than  an  Indian  chief.     Wliisb* 
begun  to  urge  his  raft  away  from  the  ptaD'oro, 
his  countenance  lovrered,  and  his  eye  gbM^ 
even  while  he  affected   a  smile  of  amityiii'> 
gesture  of  courtesy  at  parting. 

It  took  .some  liule  time  to  urrrcome  thi" 
inertug  of  tlie  loge,  and  while  this  nas  doin(li< 
the  silent  Indian,  Rivenualc  stalked  oter  ^ 
hemlock  boughn  that  lay  hetween  the  \op,  > 
Mient  ferocity,  eyeing  keenly  the  wfade,  ih 
hut,  the  platform,  and  the  person  of  bis  kB 
disputant.  Once  he  spoke  in  low,  quick  ttf** 
to  hia  companion,  and  he  stirred  the  boegk* 
with  his  feet,  like  an  animal  Iliat  is  rastiv*.  A> 
that  moment,  the  watchfulness  of  Dwrjaj* 
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kiikUttk  abated,  for  be  aat  musing  on  tbe 

inetni  of  renewing   the    negotiation   nitiiout 

|>*i<)g  Ido  much  ulrantage  to  the  otJicr  side. 

Ii  *u  perhspv  fortunate  for  him  that  tbe  kmn 

^d  bright  ej««  of  Judith  vrere  as  ^ig^knt  m 

"v.   At  the  instant  when  the  young  man  was 

■nu  on  his  guard,  and  his  cncm^  was  the  moat 

*tt  iho  alert,  she  called  out  in  a  warning  Toifl* 

^  (be  foriuer,   most  opportuneljr  giring  the 

"  Be  on  Tour  guard,  Dceralajrer/'  tbe  giti 
^iid ;  "  I  sec  nfles  with  the  glass  beneath  the 
'>«miuck  brush,  and  tbe  Iroqucus  is  loosening 
"Uiem  with  his  feet !'' 

It  would  aeem  that  the  enemy   had  carried 

Ucir  urtiticcs  so  far  as  tu  cinploy  an  agent  iriM 

tinderstood   English.     The  previous   dialogue 

Itad  taken  plane  in  hia  own  kngusge^  but  it 

\ras  evident*  by  tbe   sudden   manner  in  which 

his   feet  ceased  tbdr  treacherous  occupation, 

«nd  in    which    the  ooontcnsnce    of  Rivenoak 

changed  from  sullen  ferocity  to  a  smile  of  cour- 

teay,  that  the  cail  of   the  girl  was  underalood. 

Signing  to  Itis  companion  to  cease  liia  atfbflB 

to  set  the  logs  in  motion,  he  advanced  to  tbe 

end  of  the  nft  which  was  nearest  to  tbe  plat* 

form,  and  spoke. 

**  Why  slwuld  Kivcnoak  and  his  brother 
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leave  any  ctoad  between  them  }"*  he  nli 
"  They  are  both  wise,  both  brave,  and  bo^ 
generous,  they  ougbt  to  put  friends.  Ow 
beast  shall  be  the  price  of  one  pruoner.'' 

"  And  Mingo,"  ans«-ered  tlic  uther,  i^H^KUi 
to  renew  tilt  negotiation  on  almost  any  tcnnii 
and  (leteniuncd  to  clinch  the  bargain,  if  poi- 
siblc,  by  a  little  extro  liberality,  "  you'll  ttt 
that  a  pale-face  knows  how  to  pay  a  lull  pn« 
when  be  tiades  with  an  open  heart,  and  u 
open  band.  Keep  the  beast  that  yoa  bid  faf- 
gotten  to  give  back  to  me,  as  you  was  ahont  to 
start,  and  which  I  forgot  to  aakfor.  on  ueooot 
of  consani  at  parting  in  anger.  Show  it  in 
your  chiefs.  When  you  bring  us  our  in'tA, 
two  more  shall  he  added  to  it — and—"  bv* 
tating  a  moment  in  distrust  of  the  expeditaef 
of  so  great  a  conoeasion,  then,  dedding  b  ik 
favour— "and,  if  we  sec  Uicm  afore  the 
sets,  we  may  ^d  a  fourth,  to  make  up  \ 
number." 

This  settled  tfae  matter.  Every  gteuB  i 
diMiontent  vanished  from  the  dark  oounlnnB* 
of  lite  Iroquois,  and  he  amUcd  as  gradoM^ 
if  not  as  sweetly,  as  Judith  H utter  bencK 
The  piece  already  in  his  possession  was  sgas 
examined,  and  an  ejaculation  of  pleasBft 
showed  bow  much  he  was  pleased  with  iik 
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sBOpcctcd  termination  of  the  nflair.  In  [XMOt 
nfbct,  both  bo  nnd  Dccnlayer  had  louincnta- 
nly  forgotten  what  bad  beoome  of  tbe  subject 
tf  llicir  dueiunotu  in  the  wmth  oftbdr  fed- 
inpl  but  auch  bkd  not  been  the  caw  with 
Erenoak'fe  eonpaiuon.  This  man  retained 
&t  piece,  and  had  fully  made  op  his  mind, 
IK  it  daiiued  under  tuch  circumiitaooea  aa  to 
nmlct  ita  return  necessar)',  to  drop  it  in  the 
U^ trusting  to  Ida  being  able  to  find  it  ngun, 
■iMne  future  dajr.  Thta  denperatc  ei|>edient, 
KmtTer,  was  no  longer  ncoesaary,  nnd  after 
■vptuing  tlic  terms  of  agreement,  and  profcas- 
if  to  understand  [hem,  the  two  Indians  finally 
"•k  their  departure,  inot-iog  slowly  towards 
"•Aore/ 

"Can  any  faith  be  put  in  such  wretches?" 
■wed  Judith,  when  she  and  Hetty  liad  come 
""'  Oil  the  platform,  and  were  standing  at  tliC 
"^'^  of  Dcerslaycr,  watcliing  the  dull  more- 
""nt  of  the  loga.  "  Will  they  not  ralhcr  keep 
l>e  toy  Utey  have,  an<l  »end  u«  off  Mme  bloody 
"Oofs  uf  their  getting  tl>e  better  of  us  in  can- 
'^,  by  way  uf  boosting  ?  I've  heard  of  acts 
«  bad  u  this." 

^Bfu  doubt — Judith;  no  matter  of  doubt, 
^«  wasn't  for  Indian  natur*.     But  I'm  no 
ttdge  of  k  red-skin  if  that  two  tulM  beast 
vou  ir.  o 
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doesn't  set  the  wholes  tribe  in  some  i 
as  a  stick  rut«s  in  a  bcehire !  Now 
tbe  Sarpcnt,  a  man  with  nartes  like  flint,  i^v> 
no  more  cur'osity  in  ovcTy-<lay  coniaro*  lfa»^ 
is  befitting  iinidence. — Why  he  ww  m 
come  n-itli  the  sight  of  the  crcatur^,  camd  » 
it  u  in  bone,  that  I  felt  aahnmed  tor  him 
Th»^«  jurt  their  gifta,  however,  and  om  «■" 
well  qiinrrel  with  a  man  for  his  gifts, 
they  fire  lawful.  C'hingnfhi;ook  will  soon  gc 
over  his  weakness  and  remember  that  he'i  ■■ 
chief,  and  that  he  comes  of  a  great  stodc, 
has  a  renowned  name  to  support  and  nphoU 
bet  as  for  yonder  scampti,  there'll  be  no 
among'  em  until  ll>ey  think  they've  got 
sion  of  every  thing  of  the  natur"  of  that  kd 
can'ed  hone  that's  to  be  found  among 
Huttcr's  stores!*' 

'*Tbey  only  know  of  the  ckphanta, 
have  no  hopes  about  the  other  thiogs." 

"That's  true,  Judith;  still  cov«toa>n«a i> ■ 
craving  leelin'.  They'll  say,  if  the  pak^^o* 
have  tlieso  curious  beasts  with  two  tails,  «^ 
knows  but  they've  got  some  with  three,  oriK 
tliat  m&rier,  with  four '.  Thai's  what  the  tdwtt- 
masters  coll  unt'ml  arithmetic,  and  'iwiB  ^ 
sartain  to  iN-set  tlie  feelin's  of  sav^ea.  HKfl 
never  be  eany  till  the  truth  is  knoH-n." 
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Ugyoa  think,  Dccrslnyer,"  inquired  Hetty, 
tn  i^r  tiinple  lud  innocent  manner,  "  that  the 
Iroquoit  wttu't  let  tkther  and  Hurry  go! — I 
"^^  to  them  several  of  the  very  best  verses  Lo 
*^°  wliole  Bible,  and  you  see  what  they  have 
"fodc  already/ 

Tlie  hunter,  as  he  altrays  did,  listened  kindly 

**"i    eren  affectionaldy   to   Hett)''s   rctnarks; 

**>6tt   he  mused  a  moment  in  silence.     There 

*^  sometiiing  hke  a  flush  on  hid  clicck  ax  he 

*<M»wered,  after  quite  a  minute  had  passed. 

■      "1  don't  know  whether  «  white  man  ought 

•o  l>«  ashamed  or  not,  to  own  he  cain't  read ; 

out.   sach  is  my  case,  Judith.     You  are  skilful, 

P  I  S^nd,  in  all  such  matters,  while  1  have  only 

>>uXh  and  the  valleys,   the  mountain-tups,  the 
*^^ams,  tlio  forest  and    the   springs.     Much 
^^•■lung  may  be  got  in  this  way,  as  well  as  out 
<^  \>ouks ;  and   yet  1  sometimes  think  it  is  a 
'"liilc  man's  gift  to  road  !  When   I  hear  from 
Itic  mouths   of  the  Moravians   the   words  of 
viiich  Hclty  speaks,  they  raise  a  longing  in  my 
mind,  'and  1  think  ]  will  know  how  to  read'  em 
myself;  hut  U^e  game  in  summer,  and  the  tra- 
ditions,  and  les>ons  in  war,  and  other  matters, 
have  always  kept  me  hehindhnnd." 

'■  Shall   i    teach   you,    Ueenlayer  ?"    asked 
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Hettr,  earnestly-  "  Fid  wvmk-mindcd,  liajMff 
but  I  van  r«ad  u  well  u  Juditt.     It 
save  your  life  to  kuow  bow  to  read  the 
to  tlie  savages,  and  it  will  ctrtaivij  we  \ 
soul,   for   mother  told   me   thai,    a^iin 
again!" 

"  Thankee,  Hetty— yes,  thankee,  iritb  il 
tny  henrt.  Tbere  are  like  to  be  too  itirnf 
times  for  much  idleneu;  but  after  It'aptn 
and  I  come  to  sec  yoa  ^In  on  this  lake,  tia 
I'll  give  myself  up  to  it,  as  if  'twas  ploMB 
and  profit  in  a  single  business.  Perhaps  I  (M^ 
to  be  ashamed,  Judith,  that  'tis  so ;  bill  wA 
is  truth.  As  for  these  Iroquois,  'tian't  mJ 
likely  they'll  foi^et  a  beast  with  two  tiOi  t> 
account  of  a  varse  or  two  from  the  Btfah.  1 
rather  expect  they'll  give  up  the  prisoners,  u^ 
tnut  to  some  sArcumvcntion  or  other  lo  ^ 
'cm  hack  ag'ln,  with  us  and  all  in  tliecutk, 
and  the  ark  in  the  bargun.  Ilowitevcr,  «« 
must  humour  the  vagabonds;  lintt  togetjrotf 
fatlier  and  Hurry  out  of  llieir  hands,  and 
to  kocp  the  [leace  ntween  ui,  until  sodi 
OS  tlie  Sarpeiit  Uiere  can  make  out  to  get 
his  bclrothcd  w^fc.  If  there's  any  suddoi 
outbreakin'  of  anger  ntid  ferocity,  the  lodiiM 
will  send  olf  all  their  women  and  cfaildm  I* 
the  conip,  at  once;  wl»ereB9>  by  keepinc  W 
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and  tnutful,   we  may   manage  to  meet 
at  tke  spot  she  has  mentioiMd.     Rather 
''lan  have  tlie  bargiun  fiJl  tlirougK  now,  I'd 
">ro«  in  half  a  dosen  of  thcni  efiigy  bow-and- 
■ft>w  men,  such  as  we're  plenty  to  the  chisL'* 
•^udith  dieerfully   assented,   for  she   would 
ve    rcsigited    crcn     the    flrtwcrcd   brocade, 
her  than  not  redeem  her  fatlierf  and  please 

yer. 
1*be  prospects  of  success  were  now  so  en- 
'^Araging,  as  to  raise  the  spirits  of  aD  in  the 
tie,  ttraugh  a  due  watchfulness  on  the  more- 
of  the  eitemy,  was  maintained.     Hour 
after  hour,  nolwiUistiniling,  and  tltcsan 
once  more  begun  to  fiJl  towards  tlie  sum- 
■sits  of  t}ie  western  htlls,  and  yet  no   signs 
Were  seen  of  the  return  of  tlie  raft.     By  dint 
vt  sweeping  the  shore  with  the  gta&s,   Deer- 
slayer  at  length  discovered  a  pinre  in  the  dense 
and    dark    woods,    where   he   entertained   no 
doubt  the   Iroquois  were  aiuembled  in  consi- 
derable  numbers.      It   was   near  the   thicket 
whence  tlie  raft  had  issued,  and  a  little  rill  tliat 
trickled  into  the  lake  announced  the  vicinity  of 
a  spring.    Here,  then,  the  savages  were  proba- 
bly holding  their  consultation,  and  the  deci- 
I  aton  was  to  be  made  that  went  to  settle  the 
question   of  life   or  deatli  for  the   prisoners. 


126 


THE    OBERStAYBR. 


% 


There  ■vns  one  ground  for  hope  in  ajute  ol 
deUy,  lioircTcr,  that  DccrsUjcr  did  not 
to  pUoe  before  his  anxious  eompuiioiis, 
was  hr  more  probable  that  the  Indian*  kuf 
left  tlieir  prisoners  in  tlic  earop,  than  tbat  they 
Itad  encumhered  themselves,  by  causing  iheu 
to  follow  through  the  woods,  a  party  that  «a 
out  on  a  merely  temirorary  exennion.  If  sm4i 
was  the  fact,  it  required  oonsidcrablc  time  to 
send  a  messenger  the  necessary  distanor,  mil 
to  bring  the  two  white  men  to  the  spot  v 
they  were  to  embark.  Enoouraged  by 
reflections,  a  new  stock  of  patience  wa)  {^ 
tbercd,  and  the  declension  of  the  son  «is 
viewed  with  less  alarm. 

Tlte  result  justified  Dccrslaycr's  tuujmiWi' 
Not  long  before  the  sun  had  finally  diiappMlIt 
tlK  two  logs  were  seen  ooniing  out  of  ibt 
thicket,  again;  and,  as  it  drew  near,  Judttk  i»- 
nounced  that  her  father  and  Hurry,  botk  ■ 
them  pinioned,  lay  on  the  bunlie*  in  the  centn 
As  before,  d\c  Indians  were  rowing.  Tti«  HOC 
seemed  to  be  conscious  that  the  lateness  of  ibt 
hour  demanded  unusual  exertions,  and  contnT 
to  the  habits  of  their  people,  who  are  ettf 
BTCne  to  toil,  Uiey  Istmured  hard  u  the  rub 
stibntitntes  fnr  nars.  In  conscqaence  ofthii 
diU|[enoe,  the  raft  occupied  its  old  station,  fl, 
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qnoii  were  ootnpefled  to  flmat  { 

■iegood  &itfa  oft 

l<icliatlf  giren,  and  «m  peUol  to 

f   ■>tW  than  to  ccin6iWBce.     Aj  mis  w  Bi 

■I'd  U1UT7  should  be  relnMd,  the  pMty  m  tka 

OKle,  Dumbend  two  to  ooe, 

^omi  OQ  dM  raft,  and  BMape  bf  fi^ 

u  ^  tike  qoMtioo,  »a  tbe  fomer  h*d  tlma  fawk 

.^Utoes,  tu  ay  nodnnK  o£  tbt  dcfrngc*  e^tbe 

'  Aoqie  and  the  ark.    All  tfai>  wat  oadcntood 

**y  iKitb  parties,  and  it  a  pvobaUe  the  anwife- 

''kitot  never  could  bare  been  oompletedf  had 

%M  the  honest  ooaDtenai>oe   aad   nuumer  of 

4)ecnlaycr  wrought   their  usual  effect  oa  Ri- 

^enoak. 

"My  brother  knuKs  I  put  £utb  in  Aia,* 
•aid  tliu  latter,  as  he  advanced  with  tlutter, 
whoBC  Icjis  had  hL-i-n  released  to  enable  the  old 
nan  to  auend  to  the  platibrto.  ''One  scalp — 
pat  more  beasU" 

"  Stop,  Ming!),"  iiitemipted  the  hunter, 
*'  keep  your  prisoner  a  monient.  1  have  to  go 
ftnd  seek  tlie  means  of  payment." 


128 


ras   DKXKSLATaB. 


Tills  BxwiB,  lK>weTer,  tZioogli  true  in 
priucipilly  ■  fetdi.  DeenUver  leA 
plalfanD,  and  entering  the  hoase,  be  diiiuwrf 
Joditb  to  collect  all  the  anns,  and  to  cowed 
them  in  ber  ova  room.  Uc  then  spoVe  car- 
Dcstiy  to  tbe  Ddaware,  wbu  stood  on  gtarS  »» 
bdbre,  near  th«  entnnoe  of  the  boildins,  pot 
tbe  three  remaining  titles  in  his  pocket  Mid 
returned- 

*'  Yoo  are  wekome  back  to  yoor  old  abode, 
Master  Hutter,"  said  DeersUyer,  as  be  lidpcd 
tbe  oUier  up  on  the  pIstioTni,  slily  passing  alo 
tbe  hand  of  Kirvnoak,  at  tlie  luunc  tiine,  *M^ 
ther  of  tbe  castles.  "  Toull  find  your  ihrur* 
right  glad  to  see  you ;  and  here's  Ilcttrcooi^ 
herself,  to  say  as  much  in  her  own  behalf." 

Here  the  hunter  slopped  speaking  of  hiiovn 
accord,  and  broke  out  into  a  hearty 
bis  silent  and  |>ccaljar  laughter.  Ilurry'i 
verc  just  rdeased,  and  he  lind  been 
on  his  feet.  So  tightly  had  tlie  Ugaturra 
dikTn,  that  tlie  use  of  his  litnbs  waa  not  in* 
mediately  recorercd,  and  the  young  giant  pt- 
sented,  in  good  sootti,  a  rcry  hclpleaa  and  > 
somewhat  ludicrous  picture.  It  was  Ikif 
unusual  spectacle^  particularly  the  bewildcnd 
countenance,  tbat  excited  tbe  merriment  i' 
DccnJaycr. 
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I'ou  look  like  a  girdlnl  fiino  in  »  electrin', 

dirrj-  Hurry,  that  is  rocking  in  a  gile/'  ui<l 

Deerti«yer,  rtteckin};  his  unirasonable  mirth, 

■owe  from  delicacy  to  ttic  others,  tli&n  from 

"ly  respect  to  tiw  lilieiatcd  cnptire.     "  I'm 

|M,  howMever,  to  »ee  Uint  you  haven't  had 

fOBr  hait  dressed  b^  any  of  the  Iroquois  bar- 

•*"  in  your  late  visit  to  their  camp." 

"Harkee,  DecrsUyer,"  retorocd  the  other,  m 

■  "lie  fiercely ;  "  it  will  l>c  prudent  for  you  to 

"^  It-ss  in  mirth,  nad  more  in    friend  ship,  on 

W'a  nccasinn.     Act  like  a  christian,  for  once, 

""d  not  like  a  laughing  gal  in  a  country  school, 

^eii  the  master's  back  is  turned,  and  just  tell 

F*  ^rhether  there's  any  feet,  or  not.  at  the  end 

ff^Kcsc  legs  of  mine.     I  think  I  can  see  them, 

*    m  for  feetin*,  tliey  might  as  well  be  down 

'  *lie  banks  of  the  Mohawk,  as  where  they 

^»*i  to  be.-' 

p*  "You've  come  off  whole.  Hurry,  and  that*B 
^  «  littJe,''  answered  the  other,  secretly  paas- 
t  to  the  Indian  llie  remainder  (if  the  stipu- 
^^  ransom,  and  making  an  earnest  sign  at  tJie 
■^e  moment  for  him  to  commence  his  retreat, 
r  wa've  come  off  whole,  feet  and  all,  and  are 
^  3'  a  little  numb,  from  a  ti^ht  fit  of  tlic  withes, 
^^ur*  11  soon  set  the  blood  in  motion,  and 
^  II  you  may  begin  to  daiioe,  to  celebrate  what 
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I  nil  m  most  wondcrfal  and  onexpected 
Tcnixe  from  a  6ea  of  wuK-et." 

Deenbycr  released  the  ama  of  hit  frien^V 
■8  each  knded,  and  the  two  were  now  ttanfgi 
iag  and  Empini;  about  on  the  platibnn,  gmwl 
it^  and  uttering  denonciations,  as  thcjr  «^ 
deavoored  to  help  the  retoming  cireahliosB- 
"nfcr  had  benm  tethered  too  long,  howcrtr,  to 
ref  nin  the  use  of  their  limbs  in  a  mooient ;  mm) 
the  Indians  hcing  quite  as  diligent  on  their  n- 
turn,  as  on  their  adx-ancc,  the  raft  was  Mj  » 
hundred  yards  from  tlic  castle,  when  HuTf. 
turning  accidentally  in  that  dircrtion,  disnnfld 
how  fast  it  was  getting  beyond  the  reach  of  b 
vengeance.  By  tliis  time  be  could  mon  viA 
tokfable  fadlitj,  though  still  numb,  and  tA 
ward.  Without  eonndering  his  own  ntllli)t^ 
however,  he  Kiced  the  rifie  thnt  leaned 
the  shoulder  of  Deerslayer,  and  attempted 
oock  and  presenl  it.  The  young  huntR 
too  quick  for  him.  Seising  the  pie«ti  b 
wrenched  it  from  the  handa  of  the  giant;  Hl> 
however,  ontil  it  had  gone  off  in  the  stng^ 
when  pointed  directly  upward.  It  is  proUUt 
that  Decmlayer  could  have  prevailed  in  mA  > 
contest,  on  account  of  tite  condition  tif  Huny* 
limbs ;  but  the  instant  the  gun  went  off,  the 
latter  yielded,  and  &tum])ed  towwds  the  luHD^ 
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'*'**»»g  hia  legs  at  each  stqi,  quite  a  foot  from 
^  Kround,  from  an  uncertainty  of  the  actual 
P'^ition  of  his  feet.  But  he  had  been  antka- 
P»*eO  by  Judith.  The  whole  stock  of  Ilutter'a 
■">>«,  which  had  been  left  in  the  building,  as  a 
"•Ource  in  Uie  event  of  a  sudden  outbreaking 
"hostilities,  had  been  removed,  and  were  al- 
ft^y  secreted,  sgrceably  to  Decrslayor's  di- 
t*ctions.  in  consequence  of  this  precaution, 
DB  means  offered  by  which  March  could  put 
QB  design  in  execution. 

Disappointed  in  hia  revenge.  Hurry  seated 
hiraself,  and  like  Hultcr,  for  half  nn  hour,  l>e 
ms  too  much  oecupicd  in  endeavnuring  to  re- 
•tore  the  circulation,  and  in  rctni)')i"g  the  use 
of  his  limbs,  to  induL^  in  any  other  rcSeetiona. 
By  the  end  of  this  time,  the  raft  had  disap- 
peared ;  and  nif;lit  was  bci^ning  to  throw  her 
shadows  once  more  orer  tlie  whole  sylvan  scene. 
Before  darkness  was  oomplclely  set  in,  and 
while  the  girls  were  preparing  the  evening 
meal,  Dccfslayrr  related  to  UuUcr  an  outline 
of  the  events  tliat  had  taken  place,  and  gave 
Un  a  history  of  the  means  he  had  adopted 
fbr  the  security  of  his  children  and  property. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  Ai  ^au8  0*  Bd«ud(  nik*  Uty*  badn 
N«  quttl  ynn  wyD«  kiio«i 
Votir  lonnn  «nil  hiinhuiile*  itiall  bf  ilqi^ 
And  bmokci  with  Moodr  diall  Bowe." 

"  Vou  IfnTE  your*  fooils  aad  Uitfull*  kytifi, 

Whrnnt  in  u]rt««it^; 

LIkt  me,  iinhw  (he  Irur  raiiM  Mfckv, 

Anil  tor  the  tnu  oui>e  ilj«." 

tmartntf- 

Tfis  calm  of  evening  was  Attain  in  mg^ 
contrast,  while  its  gatliering  gloooi  wM  in  » 
singular   unison,  with   the  pasnoM  of  ■* 
The  sun  was  set,  and  the  rays  of  the  iicini| 
luminary  hot)  ccAscd  to  gild  the  edges  of  At 
few  clouds  that  tiad  sufficient  openings  tottiW> 
the  passage  of  its  fading  light.     Ttie  tttnf! 
overhead    was    heavy   and    dense,    protabii| 
another  niglit  of  darkness,  but  the  sar&M  i' 
the    lake  was  scarcely  disturbed  by  a  tifjlt 
There  was  a  little  air,  thougli  it  Karoe  dutnti 
to  be  termed   wind.     Still,    being  damp  m^ 
heavy,  it  likd  a  certain  fxtrce.    The  putj  in  tU 
castle  were  u  gloomy  and  silent  m  the  | 
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^^^  two  rwwomed  prisoner*  felt  humbled  and 
"•honourwJ,  l»ul  their  humility  partook  of  iho 
'*'*'*iir  of  revetige.  Tliey  were  far  luore  dis- 
P****<J  to  reitieiuber  the  indigniiy  with  which 
"icy  bad  hccR  treated  dai  ing  thv  last  few  hours 
*"  tlieir  capti\-ity,  than  to  feel  grateful  for  tlte 
P'^vious  indulgence.  Tlnii  that  kecn-iighted 
Oonitor,  conscience,  by  reminding  them  of  the 
•^tributive  justice  of  all  tiiey  had  endured, 
80kded  them  rotlier  to  turn  Uic  uihlcs  on  their 
'^mies,  than  to  aocuae  themselves.  Aa  for 
™e  others,  tliey  were  thoughtful  equally  from 
'^gret  and  joy.  Deenitayer  and  Judith  felt 
(Bost  of  the  former  sensation,  though  frooi 
^fry  diSerent  caosea,  white  Hetty  for  the  mo- 
Dent  was  perfectly  liappy.  The  Delaware  had 
ibo  lively  [Hcturos  of  felidty  in  the  pnwpect  of 
m  m  soon  regaining  his  betrothed-  Under  such 
drcum stances,  and  in  tliis  mooti,  all  were  taking 

I  the  evening  meal. 
"Old  Tom!'*  cried  Hurry,  bursting  into  a 
fit  of  boisterous  laughter,  "you  look*d  amaz- 
in'ly  like  a  tethered  bear,  as  you  was  .stretched 
on  them  hemlock  boughs,  and  I  only  wonder 
you  didn't  growl  more.  Well,  it's  over,  and 
■  syth's  and  lamentations  won't  mend  the  matter ! 
There's  the  blackguard  Rivcnoak,  he  that 
brooght  us  off,  has 
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t'd  give  as  muoh  for  it  myself  m  iIw  Colon- 
Yes,  1  feel  OS  rich  as  the  governor,  in  the 
matters  now,  and  will    lay  down  with 
doubloun  for  doubloon.     Judith,  darling,  &• 
you  mourn  for  mc  much,  when   I  was  in 
hands  of  the  Philii>stci»s." 

The  Inst  were  a  family  of  German  deaceott 
the  Mohawk,  to  whom  Hurry  had  ■  grfat  or»  — 
ttpathy,  Aiid  whom  ht;  had  confounded  willi  tik^^ 
eneniiex  of  Judex.  ^ 

"  Oar  tcara  hare  raised  Uio  lake,  Hatter 
March,  as  you  might  hare  ween  hy  tjie  abon  ^ 
returned  Judilh,  with  a  feigned  levity  that  i 
wax  far  from  feeling,  "lliat  Hetty  a»^ 
should  have  grie\-ed  for  father,  was  to  he  **') 
pected :  hut  we  fairly  rained  tears  for  you." 

"  We  were  sorry  for  poor  Hurry,  as  well  »*  I 
for  father,  Judith  !"   put  in  her  innoceot  tot* 
unoonifcious  sister. 

"IVue,  girl,  true  ;  but  we  feel  sorrov  fa 
evcrj'body  that's  in  trouhte,  you  know,"  rt- 
tumcd  the  otlter,  in  a  quick,  adntonilory  man- 
lier, and  a  low  tone.  **  Nerertlieless,  we  an 
glad  (o  ftoe  you,  Master  Majnch,  and  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Pliilipstcins,  tou.'' 

'•  Yes,  they're  a  bad  act,  and  >o  is  the  other 
brood  of  'em,  down  on  the  river.     It's 
dcrmcntto  me,  how  you  got  us  oS^  Deeralayn}] 
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'  wi  I  forgive  you  the  interference  that  pn- 
Wited  my  doin"  justice  on  tlmt  vagabond,  for 
tUs  Mnall  lervice.  Let  us  into  tlie  Het^et, tliftt 
■«  xamj  do  you  the  rame  good  tuni,  at  need. 
Wa«  it  by  l)ipg,  or  by  ooiuing  ?"' 

**  Bt  neither,  Hurry,    but  by  buying.     We 

pud  a  ransom  for  you  botli,  and  that,  too,  st  b 

prioc  u)  high,  you  hid  well  be  on  your  guard 

l^in  anotticr  capti/vecneiit,  lest  our  stock  of 

I  goods  shouldn't  liuld  out.'' 

\  ransom  I — Old  Tom  hss  paid  the  fiddler, 
for  nothing  of  mine  wotdd  have  bought 
X\k  hair,  much  lets  the  skin.  I  didn't  think 
"•**!  as  keen  set  as  them  vagabonds,  would  let 
*  *feltow  up  80  easy,  when  tliey  had  him  fairly 
"^       a  elo9e  hag,   and  floored.      But  monra^  ia 


•n^^ 


mey, 


and  somehow  it's    unnnt'ral    hard    to 


*~^%Jutand.     Indian,  or  white  maii^  'tis  pretty 

"^^^ch  the  same.  It  must  be  owned,  Judith, 
^^fc's    a   considemhle    of  human    natur*  in 

'^ftvikind  giniraUy,  after  all!" 

Uutter  now  rose,  and  signing  to  Decrslayer, 
^  led  him  to  an  inner  room,  where,  in  answer 

^~*  his  questions,  he  first  learned  the  prioe  that 
^  tid  been  paid  for  his  release.  Ti>e  old  raim  ex- 
S*l«!»e<l  neither  resentment  nor  suiprise  at  the 
^*^rund  that  had  been  made  on  his  chest,  though 

l*k«  did  manifest  some  curiosity  to  know  how 
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fiu-thc  inresti^tion  of  its  contents  had  b«encD- 
ried.  He  aUo  iiiqiiirvd  where  the  key  htdbM 
found.  The  tmbttua]  frankneat  of  Deeniltftf 
prevented  iiny  {trevuricntiun,  and  tlie  coofeffM* 
soon  terminated  hy  tlie  return  of  lite  two  H 
the  outer  room,  or  that  vhich  served  for  lit 
double  purpose  of  partour  and  kitchen. 

"  I  n-ondcr  if  it's  peace  or  war,  between  • 
and  the  savages?''    exdairoed   Hurry,  jnt  v 
Deerslayor,  who  hud  paused  fur  a  single  initMli 
listened  attentively,  and  ws3  pAsstug  thno^ 
the  outer  door  without  stopping.     "  This  i^iiia' 
up  captives  has  a  friendly  look,  and  when  men 
have  traded  toother,  on  a  fair  and  honousUfl 
footing,   they  ou^bt  to  part  th'nds,   ibr  ibat 
occasion,  at  least.    Come  back,  De«nlaref,  tai 
let  UN  have  Tour  judgment,  for  I  'm  bcg:inaia 
to  think  more  of  you,  since  your  Utc  Iwhaviaur, 
than  I  used  to  do." 

"There's an  anwwer  to  your  question,  Mtmy. 
since  you're  in  such  haste  to  come  ^la  u 
Wows." 

As  Deerslayer  spoke,  he  threw  on  the 
on  which  the  other  was  recUning  with 
elbow,  a  sort  of  miniature  fagot,  composed  of  ■ 
dozen  sticks,  bound  tightly  tngetlier  wiili  i 
deer-akin  thong.  Mnrdi  seized  it  eagerly,  and 
liolding  it  close  to  a  biasing  knot  of  pitw 
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Itj  on  the  benrth.  and  which  gave  out  nil  the 
ligfal  then  was  in  th«  roum,  »oertuinecl  lluit  tlie 
Bub  of  the  several  slktui  had  t>een  dipiwd  in 
IdoML 

*If  this  isn't  plain  Engli&h,"  tiaid  the  reok- 
nfroiilier  man,  "it's  plain  Indian  !  llere'a 
«hu  they  call  a  dicUration  uf  war,  doirn  at 
lork,  Juditli.  How  did  jrou  come  hy  tlita 
Wwice,  Dctfrslaycr  V 

"furly  enough.  It  lay  not  a  minut'  since, 
'"I  what  you  call  Floatin'  Tom's  dtior  yard." 

"Uow  it  came  tliere?  It  never  fell  from 
"t  clouds,  Judith,  as  little  toads  sometinics 
K  and  then  it  don't  Tain.  You  muMt  prove 
*l*re  it  come  from,  DcerJayer  or  we  shall 
'"'Pcct  some  design  to  skeitr  tliero  that  would 
''>ve  lout  tlior  wits  long  ago,  if  fear  ouuld  drive 


«»>  away." 


I^^rsijiyer  had  approached  a  window,  and 
**•'  a  glance  out  of  it,  on  the  dnrV  .vipcct  of 
^^   lake.     As  if  iiatislied  with  what  he  txiheld, 
"^    <lrev  near  Hurry,  and  took  tlie  bundle  of 
*^lu  into  his  own  hand,  examining  it  attcn- 

*  Ves,  this  is  an  Indian  dicltradon  of  war,  sure 
*"^^Tqh,"  he  said,  "and  it's  a  pruof  how  little 
'^Vx're  gtiited  to  be  on  the  path  it  has  travelled, 
^^»ry  March,  that  it  has  got  here,   ond  you 
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never  the  wiser  as  to  the  meaiifl.  The  nn^B^ 
may  have  left  the  scalp  on  your  bod,  but  At)  i 
must  have  tnkcn  off  the  curt ;  else  you'd  i 
heard  tJie  stirring  of  the  wster  mwlc  by  I 
lad  mM  he  come  off  og'in  on  bis  two  togi. 
ar'n'd  wns  to  titrow  tJietse  iticka  at  oar 
as  much  lut  to  ray,  we've  struck  the  wv-paal 
since  tlie  trade,  and  tlie  next  thing  will  be  M 
strike  goH." 

*'Tli«  pruwhng  wolves !  But  band  mcttel 
rifle,  Judith,  and  I'll  send  an  answer  backa 
the  vagabonds  tJirougb  their  messenger.*' 

"  Not  wtiile  i  stand  by.  Master  Mank* 
oooUy  put  in  Deerslayer,  notiomng  fat  tk* 
other  to  forbear.  "Faith  is  faith,  whcdtf 
given  to  *  red-skin,  or  to  a  Christian.  TV  hi 
lq;fated  a  knot,  and  came  off  fairiy,  under  it* 
blaze,  to  give  us  this  warning ;  aui]  do  naa 
here  should  harm  him,  while  empl'yrd  an 
such  an  ar'n'd.  I'liere's  no  use  in  wntit, 
for  the  hoy  is  too  euimiiig  to  leave  the  knot 
burning,  now  his  business  is  done,  and  ibt 
night  is  already  too  dark  for  a  rifle  to  hsn 
any  sartainty.'* 

*'  Tliat  may  Ite  true  enough,  as  to  a  gun,  bul 
Ihcre's  virtue  still  in  a  canoe,"  answsrctj  Hany, 
passing  towards  the  door  witli  eoomoaa  stridVi 
oarrying  a  ride  in  his  hands.    '  Tb« 
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Utc  that  shall  rtop  mc  from  following, 
bringing   back  thnt  Hplytc's  scalp.     The 
nore  on  'em  thM  you  crux)i   in  t)ie  egg,  tlie 
Wr  ihere'n  l>e  to  dart  at  you  in  the  wooils  !" 
JuditU  tniiibled  like  this  aHpen,  she  »cvoe 
beir  why  hendf,  though  there  was  tha  prcM> 
pKtoT  a  scetw  of  vidence;   for  if  Hurrf  wu 
fitnt  and  overbearing  in  the  consciomneas  of 
b  tut  strength,   DeersUyer  had  about  him 
ttt  (aim  determi nation  tliat  promises  greater 
fdwvcrancc,  and  a  resolution  more  likWy  to 
B^  its  object.     It  u-BS  thv  Htern,  resolute  eye 

K litter,  rather  than  the  noisy  vehemence 
first,  tliat  excited  her  apprehensions. 
Bvry  soon  reached  tlic  spot  where  the  canoe 
*»  futcncd,  bat  not  before  Decrstayer  had 
f*ie  in  a  quick,  earnest  voice  to  the  Scrjjcnt, 
^  DeUwarc.  The  l&tt(.'r  had  been  the  first,  in 
I^Uli,  to  tiear  the  sounds  of  the  oars,  and  he 
U^BC  upon  the  platfonn  in  jealoua  watch- 
nheu.  The  light  satisfied  him  that  a  mttii^iage 
"Mfloming,  and  when  Uie  hoy  cajit  hin  bundle 
(^  (ticks  at  his  ftet,  it  neither  moved  his  imger, 
Mr  induced  surprise.  He  merely  stood  at 
■ttdi,  rifle  in  ham),  to  mnke  certain  that  no 
tnMliery  hiy  behind  the  defiance.  A^  Deer- 
titjtt  now  calkd  to  hira,  he  stepped  into  tlic 
■BOe,   and   quick  u   thought    removed    the 
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paddtes.     Horry  was  furious  whi-n    lie  foon 
that  he  was  deprired  of  the   means  ot"  pro- 
ceediiijr.     He  first  approached  the  Indian  wid 
loud    menaces,    and   erea    Docrslaycr  stood 
aghast  at  Uic  probable  coiiscquciic».    Mird 
shook  his  sledge-hammer  tist-s  und  Houmhtd 
Ills  arms,  u  be  drew  near  Uie  Indian,  sad 
expected  he  wuuld  attempt  to  feU  the 
ware  to  the  earth  ;   one  of  them,  at  least, 
well  HwttTc  that  auch  on  exi>crimcnt  vuuUI 
followed  by  immediate  blood<ihcd.     Ual 
Hurry  was  awed  hy  the  stem  comjXKon  I 
the  chief,  and  he,  too,  linew  that  suck  ■  i 
was  not  to  be  outm^'<l  with  impunity; 
therefore,  turned  to  rent  his  rage  on  DMnIt 
where  he  foresaw  no  con»e<)uenres  ko 
What  might  have  Iwen  the  result  of  this  i 
demonstration,  if  completed,  is  unknown,  ■ 
it  was  never  mnde. 

"  Hurry,''    said  a  gentle,  soothing 
Iiis  elhow,  "  it's  wicked  to  be  so  angryi 
God  will  not  overlook  it.     The  Iroquolst 
you  well,    and  they  didn't    take    yowr 
though  you  and  father  wanted  to  take  /A 

The  influence  of  mildness  on  passion  la ' 
known.  Hetty,  too,  had  earned  a  sort  of  con* 
sideration,  that  h«d  never  before  been  enjoyed 
by  her,  tlirou^h  the  self-devotion  and  dcdiion 
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her  recent  conduct.  Perhaps  her  cstabUshed 
enlal  imbcciiity,  by  removing  all  distrust  of  • 
ibh  to  control,  aided  licr  intiacncc.  Let  the 
MM  be  as  questionable  os  it  might,  the  effect 
tB  luflkientl):  certnin.  Instead  of  throttling 
Ui  old  fellow' traveller.  Hurry  turned  to  lite 
^  ud  poured  out  a  portion  of  liu  discontent, 
tfaone  of  his  anger,  in  her  attentive  ears. 
■Tw  loo  bad,  Ilelty  !''  he  exclaimed;  "  as 
•d  u  a  county  gaol,  or  a  lack  of  heaver,  to 
ptt  creatur'  into  your  very  trap  and  then  to 
>K  it  get  off.  As  much  as  six  first  quality 
■kini,  in  vidie,  has  paddled  off  on  them  cluoisy 
bp,  when  twenty  sttrolies  of  a  wcll-turnod 
iddle,  would  overtake  'cm.  I  say  in  vslic, 
Wu  to  the  boy  in  the  way  of  natiir',  he  is 
onlf  n  boy,  and  is  worth  neither  mure  nor  less 
win  unc.  Deersiayer,  you've  been  untrue  to 
Our  Ir'inds  in  letting  sucb  a  chance  slip 
nngh  my  fingers  as  well  as  your  own." 
Ttie  ansver  was  given  quietly,  but  with  a 
Moa  as  steady  as  a  fearless  nature,  and  the 
rauciousness  of  rectitude  could  make  it.  "1 
have  t>cen  ontrue  to  the  right,  had  I 
otherwise,"  returned  the  Deerslayer, 
ly ;  "  and  neither  you,  nor  any  other 
ibu  authority  to  demand  that  much  of  me. 
lad  came  on  a  lawful  business,  and  the 
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tneancat  red-skin  that  roams  the  woodi 
Im:  iMbamed  of  not  respecting  his  ar'n' 
he's  now  ftir  bcyi>n<I  your  reach,  Mastci 
and  lliere's  little  u«e  in  talking,  likv  a  c 
women,  of  vrh&t  can  no  longer  l>c  hvlpe 
So  Raying,  Definlayer  turned  away, 
reHolved  to  waste  no  more  words  on  the 
while  Hutter  pulled  Harry  by  tlic  slc« 
led  him  into  the  ark.  Tlierc  thry  Ml 
private  conforenoc  In  the  mean  til 
Indian  and  his  friend  had  their  secret 
tation ;  for,  tliough  it  wanted  some  t 
four  hours  to  tJie  rising  of  the  star,  thi 
could  not  aintaiii  from  canvassing  bi« 
and  fmin  opening  his  heart  to  th« 
Judith,  too,  yielded  to  her  .wfter  firclin 
listened  to  the  whole  of  Hetty's  artles 
tiTo  of  what  cxMrurred  after  she  lande 
woods  had  few  terrors  for  either  of  tb4 
educated  as  they  had  heen,  and  accoati 
they  were  to  look  out  daily  at  tlieir  ridi. 
or  to  wander  heneatli  their  dark  ahiuli 
the  elder  siiitcr  felt  that  she  would  b^ 
taled  about  thus  venturing  alona  ) 
Iroquois  camp.  Conoeruing  Hiat,  H 
not  very  communicative.  She  spokt 
kindness,  and  gentleness,  and  of  tlie  mi 
the  forest ;  but  the  secret  of  Chingacht 
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Xsrded  with  a  shrewditesK  utid  fidelity,  tliat 
lany  a  sharper-witied  girl  nugtit  have  lailed 
0  duplay. 

At  length  the  iiereral  conferences  were 
bnln&up  by  the  roappearance  of  Huttcr  on 
Ac  idMfbnn.  Hera  Itc  assembled  tbc  whole 
fifty,  and  communi<:at4.'d  as  much  of  his  inten- 
Iwu  u  he  deemed  expedient.  Of  the  urrango- 
BWit  made  by  Dccrslaycr,  to  abandon  the 
(Wlc  during  the  night  and  lo  take  refuge  in 
libcailt,  he  entirely  approved.  It  struck  him 
M  it  tMl  the  others,  tu  tbu  only  effectual  means 
(f Nttping  destruction.  Now  that  the  savages 
hid  tuned  tlieir  attention  to  the  con»trucliun 
^ItlUp  no  doubt  could  exist  of  their,  at  least, 
■■lling  an  attempt  to  carry  the  building,  and 
^  mevsage  of  tbc  bloody  sticks  sufficiently 
ibtvtd  their  confidence  in  their  own  success. 
In  thort,  the  old  man  viewed  the  night  as  oi- 
tKtl,  knd  he  called  on  all  to  get  ready  ax  soon 
ttpoisible,  in  order  to  abandon  the  dwelling, 
Ittjionrily  at  least,  if  not  for  ever. 

These  communicatioiis  made,  every  tbiag 
pn)cecdc<l  promptly  and  witii  intelligence  :  the 
eutie  was  secured  iii  tlie  manner  already  des- 
ffibod,  tlio  canoes  were  withdrawn  frotn  the 
[>ck  and  fastened  to  tlie  ark  by  tbe  side  of  the 
ipr  ;  the  few  necessaries  that  had  been  left 


in  the  bouw,  wen  tniuferrn)  bi  the  ctfaiB^At 
fire  «'as  extinguished,  and  all  embarked. 

The  virinity  of  the  hills,  with  their  dnpcn 
of  pines,  had  the  cflect  to  render  nighudil  i 
were   obscure,   darker  than   comtoon  UD  At 
lake.     Am  umihI,  however,  u  belt  of  ooniianlin 
light  was  stretched  tlirough  the  oenire  of  ibt 
sheet,  while  it  was  within  the  lihaduw^  of  tk 
mountains,  that  tlie  glootn  rested  most  IkbtIi 
on  die  water.    The  island,  or  castle,  stood  • 
this  be]t  of  ooroparatiTe   light,  but  stiD  iht 
night  was  so  dark,  as  to  cover  the  deputwti' 
the  ark.     At  the  disUnce  of  an  observer  oa  tk 
shore,  her  niovetnents  could  not  be  seen  at  A 
more  pnrtieularl)'  as  a  back  ground  of  dark  las' 
side  filled  up  tlie   perspective   of  eirrr; 
that  was  taken  diagonally  or  directly 
the  water.    The  prevalent  wind  on  the  liliii^ 
of  thst  region  ts  west,  but  owing  to  tlte 
formed  hy  the  mountains,  it  in  fre4]uently  i 
possible  to  tell  the  true   direction  t>f  the  cnr- 
rcntK,  Bs  ihcy  often  vary  witltin  short  diatanoo, 
and  brief  diSerenccs  of  time.     Tliis  is  truer  i* 
liglit   fluctuating  puffa  of  air,  than    in  slaaJf 
breezes ;  though  tl>e  squalls  of  even  ibe  bMT 
are  familiarly  known  to  be  uncertain  and  bi^ 
flin^  in  all  mountainous  regions   and  nam* 
watcn.     Oti  the  prc»:nt  occasion,  Ilutter  tn**. 


THE    DBEIULATRB.  I-U 

idf,  (u  he  shored  the  ark   from  licr  berth,  at 

the   side  of  the  platform),  w&s   nt  n  Iuks  to 

pronounce  which  way  the  wind    blew.      In 

a>mmon,  this    difficulty  was  solved    by   the 

douds,  whidi  floatini;  high  above  the  liiU  tops, 

u  a  matter  of  course  obeyed  tlic  currents ;  but 

now  the  whole  vault  of  henvcn  seemed  a  mass 

if  gloomy  wall.     Not  on  opening  of  itny  sort 

**s  viuble,  aiid    Cliingacligook    was    alresdy 

t^mibUng  lest  die  noii-appettranoe  of  t)ie  .itur 

"light  prerent  his  betroUied  from  being  puiio- 

lual  to  her  appoiiitincnl.     Under  these  drcum- 

■Uiriocs,  flutter  hoisted  his  sail,  seemingly  with 

"'c   sole   intention   of  getting   away  from  the 

^'^^'tle,  as   it  might   he   dangerous  to  remain 

"^i.schlnnger  in  its  vicinity.    Tiieair  soon  tilled 

">^   clutli,  and  when  the  scow  was  got  under 

^'^'Kteinand,  and  the  sail  was  property  trimmed, 

>Wbs  found  that  the  direction  was  southerly, 

"^^^lining  towards  the  eaMtem  shore.    No  better 

'"^^Vinc  offisring  for  the  purposes  of  tlte  party, 

^^^  singoUr  craft   was   suiTered  to  skim  tlie 

^'^fftce   of  Uie  water  in  tliis  direction  for  more 

I  ^^-wn  an  hour,  when  a  change  in  Uie  currents  of 

I     '^e  wr  drove  them  over  towards  the  cnmp. 

Deerslayer  watched   all    the  movements  of 
Gutter  and  Hurry  with  jealous  attention.     At 
first,  he  did  not  know  whetlier  tu  ascribe  the 
VOt.   II.  B 


146 


THE    DBCMLAYEB. 


ien;  ^^' 


course  they  held  to  kociclcnt,  or  to  design : 
he  now  begin  to  suspect  the  latter.     Fimili*' 
as  Huttcr  was  witli  the  lake,  it  vu  easy  *** 
deceive  one  who  had  little  pnctkt  on  tl>* 
wftter ;  nnd  let  his  intentions  be  what  they 
III ig lit,   it    was   evident    ere   two    houra   h*d 
elnpscd,  that  the  ark  had  got  sufficient  apace 
to   be  within   a   hundred   rods  of  tbo  sbate* 
directly  abreast  of  the  known  position  of  the 
camp.      For  a  considerable  time  prcvioualjr  to 
reaching  this   p<Hnt,    Hurry,  who  had  tome 
knowledge  of  tlic  Algonquin  language,  had  been 
in  close  conference  with  llic    Indian,  and  the 
result   was   now   announced   by  tlie   latur  t» 
Deera.laj'cr,  who  had  been  a  cold,  not  to  wy     , 
distrusted,  looker-on  of  all  that  passed. 

''  My  old  lather,  and  ray  young  brother,  tltt 
Dig  I^ne," — for  so  tbc  DcUwaje  had  named 
March — "  want  to  sec  Huron  scalpa  at  ihcii 
belts,'' said  Chingschgook  tohisfiricnd.  "Thim 
is  room  for  some  on  tin:  girdle  of  the  Serpcaii 
and  his  jKoplc  will  look  for  them  when  be  gen 
back  to  his  village.  Their  eyes  must  notb* 
left  long  in  a  fog,  but  they  must  sec  what  they 
look  for,  I  know  tliat  my  bruUicr  liaa  a  vhitt 
hand ;  he  will  not  strike  even  the  dead.  Ut 
will  wait  for  us ;  when  we  come  back,  he  wiU 
not  bide   his  face  irom  stiame  fur  his  frioMl. 
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T"^  freat  Serpent  of  the  Mohicans  most  be 
worthy  to  go  on  the  war-path  with  Hawk-eye." 
"  At,  ay,  Sarpent,  I  see  how  it  is ;  that 
MW'i  to  stick,  and  in  time  I  shall  get  to  be 
bom  by  it  instead  of  DeersUyer ;  well,  if 
*idi  boDoan  will  come,  the  humblest  of  us  all 
■ttt  be  willing  to  abide  by  'em.  As  for  yotu- 
InUog  for  scalps,  it  belongs  to  your  gifts,  and 
I  M  no  hann  in  it  Be  marciful,  Sarpent, 
ionever  ;  be  mardfal,  I  beseech  of  you.  It 
nrdy  can  do  no  harm  to  a  red-skin's  honour 
h  ibow  a  little  marcy.  As  for  the  old  man, 
^  fiither  of  two  yoUng  women,  who  might 
^Oi  better  feelin's  in  his  heart,  and  Harry 
Uirdi,  here,  who,  pine  as  he  is,  might  better 
Kn  the  fruit  of  a  more  christianized  tree,  as 
^  ttfl*  two,  I  leave  'em  in  the  hands  of  the 
vlote-maQ'fl  God.  Wasn't  it  for  the  bloody 
'^Am,  no  man  should  go  ag'in  the  Mingos 
Ait  night,  seein'  that  it  would  dishonour  our 
"itb  tod  characters ;  but  them  that  crave  blood 
I*  Mt't  complain  if  blood  is  shed  at  their  call. 
I  Btin,  Sarpent,  you  can  be  marciful.  Don't 
.  begia  your  career  with  the  wrnls  of  women,  and 
t  "*  cries  of  children.  Bear  yourself  so  that 
[  fiiit  will  smile,  and  not  weep,  when  she  meets 
TOO.  Go,  then,  and  the  Manitou  presarve 
yoa." 

H  2 
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"  My  brother  will  sta;  here  with  the  tew. 
Wah  *  will  soon  be  standing  on  the  sbure  ni>- 
iiig,  and  Chingacbgook  mtut  hasteo." 

The  Indian   then  juined  his  two  co-^' 
turers,  aiid  first  lowering  tbe  sail,  they  ail : 
entered  a  canoe,  and  left  the  udeof  tliei^ 
Neither  Hatter  nor  March  spoke  to  IVcrv< '^ 
conoerning  their  abject,  or  the  probable  ki^ 
of  their  absGiioe.     All  thi^  had  been  ewiii 
to  the  Indian,  who  bad  acquitted  biiiuelfofil< 
trust  with  characteristic  brevity.   AsMXxisiU 
canoe  was  out  of  sight,  and  that  oocttrrcil  <t 
tlie  paddle*  bad  given  a  dozen  stroke,  Dttt 
slayer  made  the  beat  dispositions  he  eguUI) 
keep  tlie  ark  an  nearly  stationary  as  poMAki 
and  tlien  he  sat  down  in  tlie  end  of  the  K* 
to  cncw  Uie  cud  of  his  own  bitter  reflectittfc 
It  wiw  not,  long,  however,  before  be  was  joi»^ 
by  Judith,  who  suught  every  occasion  U>  " 
near  him,  managing  licr  attack  uti  his  affect*" 
with  tbe  address  that  was  suggested  by  nsli* 
coquetry,  aided  by  no  little  practice,  but  wbi(* 
received  much   of  its  most  dangerous  piKiff 
from  Ote  touch  of  feeling  that  threw  uwoi 
her  manner,  voice,  ucocnta,  thoughts,  and  icUi 
the  indescribable  witdiery  of  natural  tcnde^ 
ne».     Leaving  the  young  hunter  exposed  u 
llieae  dangerous  assailants,  it  haa  becQiM 
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sure  immediate  basiness  to  follow  the  party  in 
'ht  canoe  to  the  ahore. 

The  controlling  influence  tliat  led  Hutter  and 
Hwrf  to  repeat  tbcir  experiment  against  the 
caiDpi,vrBsprcciselytbat  which  had  induced  the 
fintittetnpt,  a  little  heijfhtenod,  perhaps,  by 
tta  deriitt  of  revenue.  But  neither  of  these 
t*o  ni<lc  beings,  so  ruthless  in  all  tilings  that 
Mchcd  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  red 
Ub,  though  possesiiing  reins  of  human  feeling 
M  other  matters,  was  much  actuated  by  any 
MiMr  desire  than  a  heartless  lon^ns;  for  profit. 
H«ij  had  felt  aiij^ered  at  his  suiferings,  when 
telibented.  it  i-i  true,  hut  that  emotion  had 
<oca  disappeared  in  the  habitual  love  of  gold, 
vludb  he  aouglit  with  the  reckle&s  avidity  of  n 
■wiy  spendtltrift,  rather  than  with  tlie  cease- 
■■loDgings  of  a  miser.  In  short,  the  motive 
■M  urged  them  both  so  soun  to  go  against  the 
HDnns,  was  an  liabitual  contempt  of  their  ene- 
BJ^i  acting  on  the  unceasingcu[Mdity  of  prodiga- 
lity. Tlic  additional  clianoea  of  success,  however, 
Uj  Uieir  plaoe  in  the  formation  of  the  uoood 
«.  It  was  known  that  a  large  portion 
the  warTiora~i>erhaps  all — were  eiicam[)e(l 
the  night,  abreast  of  the  castle,  and  it  was 
that  the  scalps  of  helpless  victims  would 
the   consequence.     To  confess   the  truth, 


'ace  Had   b 

communica 

gachgook  it 

if  the  India 

^MiJytohims 

Hutter  ati 

fiilly  taken  1 

ewhgook  sto 

for  all  threa  j 

of  tlwt  specie 

^^ep  erect  po 

neas.    The  aj 

with  great  caul 

in  safety.     TTm 

«nd  began  thei; 

CMop.    The  Ir 

companiiina  tn 

"*««Ithy  caotioui 

their  progress  all 

Slonalli.  -    -I  ■    . 


TBB    DBERSLAYBB. 

lown  to  be  the  centre  of  the  whole  position. 
t  length,  the  keen  eye  of  Chingachgook  caught 
glioipsc  of  thia  important  guide.  It  was 
inooicring  Bt  B  distance  amon^  the  trunks  of 
scs.  There  was  no  blaze,  but  mcrcl}*  a  single 
kouMcring  brand,  as  suited  the  hour  ;  the 
W^s  usually  retiring  and  rising  with  the 
r^olntiona  of  tlie  sun. 

-A*  soon  as  «  new  was  obtiincd  of  this 
Bcon,  tJie  progress  of  the  adrentarers  be- 
Qte  swifter  and  more  certain.  In  a  few 
inutcs  they  got  to  the  edge  of  tlie  circle  of 
tic  huts.  Here  they  stopped  to  survey  the 
cond,  and  to  concert  tlicir  moycmcnts.  Ttie 
irlcnesa  was  so  deep  as  to  render  it  difficult 
distinguisli  anytliing  but  the  glowing  brand, 
e  trunks  of  the  nearest  trees,  and  tlie  endless 
nopy  of  leave ti  that  veiled  Uie  clouded 
•reti.  It  was  ascertained,  however,  that  a 
t  WUH  (juite  near,  and  Chingachgook  al- 
npted  to  reconnoitre  its  interior.  The  manner 
which  the  Indian  approached  the  place  that 
ts  supposed  to  contain  enemies,  resembled 
B  wily  advances  of  the  cat  on  tlie  bird.  As 
drew  near,  he  stooped  to  his  hands  and 
«es,  for  the  entrance  was  so  low  as  to  require 
IB  Bttitadc,  even  as  a  convenience.  Before 
uting  his  head  inside,  howcrcr,  he  listened 
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long  to  cateti  the  breathing  of  slecpen.  K» 
sound  was  audible,  and  this  human  Sefpot 
thruBt  his  head  in  at  the  door,  or  op«nii>g,il 
another  serpent  would  hare  peered  in  on  tk 
neat,  Nothing  rewarded  the  hazardoos  expm- 
mcnt ;  for,  after  feeling  cautiously  witli  a  hud, 
the  place  was  found  to  be  emptor. 

The  Delaware  proceeded  in  the  same  guudd 
manner  to  one  or  two  more  of  the  bats,  fai- 
tng  all  in   the  same  situation.     lie  then  ■«■ 
turned  to  his  companions,  and  informed  theV 
that  the  llurons  ha<l  dcacrtcd  their  camp.    N 
little  further  inquiry  corroborated  this  fact,  atxi 
it  only  remained  to  return  to  the  amoc.    Tti^ 
diflfcrcnt  maimer  in  whidi  the  adTcnturrrs  bor^ 
the  disappointment,    is    worthy  of  a  pasnn^ 
remark.    TJic    chief,    who  Juid    bmded   solely 
with  the  hope  of  ai-qutring  renown,  stood  sta- 
tionary,  leaning  ngwnst   a  tree,  waiting  thtf 
pleasure  of  hia  oonipanions.      He    was  mor- 
tified and  a  little  surprised,  it  ix  true ;  but  fat 
bore  all  witli  dignity,  falling  back   for  suppDfl 
on  the  sweeter  expectations  that  atill  lay  la 
reserve  for  that  evening.     It  was  true,  be  conU 
not  now  hope  to  meet  his  mistress  with  the 
proofs  of  his  daring  and  skill  on  his  pvraoD, 
but  he  might  still  hope  to  meet  her  ;  and  tlic 
warrior,  who  was  xealous  in  the  seucb,  mi^t 
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■layer !"   »l»c  Mcliiiined.    "  Would  to  H»«n 
I  could  sec  an  end  of  it." 

'*  The  life  i>  well  enough,  Judith,"  wu  ibe 
aniwcr,  "  being  preltj-  mucli  as  it  is  tued  or 
abused.  Whut  would  you  wish  to  see  in  itt 
pUicc  i" 

**  I  should  be  &  thousand  times  happia  It 
lire  nearer  to  civilized  beiugs — where  therein 
farms,  and  diurches,  and  huuses  built,  at  il 
might  be,  by  Christian  hands  ;  and  where  at 
sleep  at  night  would  be  sweet  and  tranquil '.  i 
dwelling  near  one  of  the  forts  wouhl  be  & 
better  tlian  this  dreary  place  where  ** 
Uve  !" 

*' Nay,  Juditl),  I  can't  agree  too  lightlrin 
the  truth  of  all  this.  If  forts  are  good  to  kep 
oS  inioiics,  they  Rometimes  hold  iniintet  <■* 
their  own.  1  don't  think  'twould  he  for  yo* 
good,  or  tlic  gt)ud  of  Hetty,  to  live  near  owi 
and  if  1  must  say  what  I  think,  I'm  afeord  fflo 
are  n  litllc  too  near,  as  it  is."  Deendsyer  vtfl 
on,  in  his  own  steady,  earnest  manner,  for  tbt 
darkness  concealed  the  tints  that  had  colouR^ 
the  cheeks  of  the  girl  almost  to  the  brightaai 
of  crimson,  while  her  own  great  elTorts  up- 
pressed  tiie  sounds  of  the  breathing  tliat  abaatl 
choked  her.  "As  for  farms,  they  have  their  u«». 
&Tid  there's  them  that  like  to  pass  their  hves  oo 
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■d;  bat  whst  comfort  csn  a  man  took  for  in  a 
cMnn'i  (hat  he  can't  find  in  double  quantitiet 
in  tbe  forest )  If  air,  and  room,  and  light,  are 
■  little  craTod,  the  wind-rowH  and  the  streams 
will  furnish  'em,  or  here  are  the  lakes,  for  such 
u  htre  big^r  longings  in  that  way ;  but  where 
*re  fou  to  find  your  shades,  and  laughing 
■piingi,  and  leaping  brooks,  and  vinerable 
*nt%,  i  thousand  years  old,  in  a  clcarin'  ?  You 
wi't  And  tht^m,  but  you  find  their  disabled 
*ntia  marking  the  'arth  like  hcad-ston«s  in  a 
Ei^Te-jrard.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  people 
•''oliw)  in  such  placc-s  must  he  always  thinkin* 
"  tbeir  own  inds,  and  of  umvarsal  decay; 
"Ml  dill,  too,  not  of  tli«  decay  tliat  i.t  brought 
^^'OQt  !>y  time  and  natur*,  but  the  decay  that 
fuUoB-*  waste  and  violence.  Tlien,  as  to 
<iurdies,  they  are  good,  I  suppose,  else 
Voold'nt  good  men  uphold  'em.  But  they  are 
lot  altogether  necessary.  Tliey  call  'em  the 
tottlM  of  tlie  Lord ;  but  Ju<litli,  the  whole 
mrat-v  a  temple  of  the  Lord  to  such  as  have 
the  right  minds.  Neither  forts  nor  churclies 
make  people  happier  of  themselves.  More* 
over,  all  is  contradiction  in  the  settlements, 
irhile  all  is  concord  in  the  woods.  Forts  and 
churches  almost  always  go  t<:^tJier,  and  yet 
they're    downright    oontradictions ;    churches 
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being  for  peac«,  and  forta  for  vrw.  No,  no- 
pve  me  the  strong  places  of  the  wUdcrnHii 
whicb  is  the  trees,  and  the  churches,  too,  v\oA 
are  arboun  raised  by  the  hand  of  natnr*. " 

"  Woman  is  not  made  for  scenes  hke  ttide, 
Deerslayer;  scenes  of  wliich  wo  shall  haveM 
end,  as  long  as  this  war  lasts." 

"  If  you  mean  women  of  wliite  cohiwl 
mtlicr  think  you're  not  far  from  ihe  trutli,gil; 
but  as  for  the  females  of  the  red  mco,  lud 
Tiutations  are  qtute  in  diaracter.  KothiDf 
Tould  make  Hist,  now,  the  bargained  wift i( 
yonder  Di-lawarc,  happier  than  to  know  thil 
lie  is  at  thia  moment  prowling  around  lu> 
nat'ral  iiiimics,  stri^'ing  after  a  scalp.'' 

"  Surely,  surely,  Deerslnyer,  she  cannot  be  l 
woman,  and  not  feel  concern  when  site  thin^ 
the  man  she  lovea  is  in  danger.**     ■ 

"She  doesn't  think  of  the  danger,  Judith ? 
but  of  the  honour;  and  when  the  heart  ts  der' 
perot«ly  set  on  *uch  feclin's,  why  there  is  little 
room  to  cron-d  in  fear.     Hist  ia  a  kind,  gentk^ 
laughing,  pleasant  ereatur*,  but  she  lores  honom'^ 
as  well  as  any   Dclawaro  gal  I  ever  know'd^ 
She's  to  meet  the  Sarpent  an   hour    hence  Ofw 
the  p*int  where   Hetty  landed,  and  no  doabC 
she  has   her  anxiety  about  it,  like  any  otliar 
woman  ;  but  she'd  be  all  the  happier  did  ihr 
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•'I*  ihat  her  lover  waa  at  thU  momient  way- 

"yinj  a  Mingo  for  liis  scalp.'' 
*"  If  you  really  believe  this,  Deerslaycr,  no 

"''*ni}(r  you  lay  so  much  strcsa  on  gifta.  Ccr- 
^A  KQ  I,  that  no  white  |^rl  could  feci  any 
"^^Dg  but  misery  while  she  believed  licr  hc- 
""(^tbed  in  darker  o<f  his  life !  Nor  do  I  sup* 
P'itte  even  you,  unmoved  and  calm  as  you  ever 
•*ein  to  be,  could  be  at  peace  if  you  believed 
y«t(rllisttii  danger." 

"  That's  a  ditfereot  matter — 'tis  altogether  a 

iSerenC  matter,  Judith.     Woman  is  too  weak 

■nd  gentle  to  he  intended  to  nin  sucb  risks, 
aad  roan  imut  feel  for  her.  Yes,  I  rather  tliink 
Uut's  as  much  red  nalur*  as  it's  white.  But  I 
have  no  Hist,  nor  am  I  like  to  have ;  for  I  hold 
it  wrong  to  mix  colours  any  way,  except  in 
friendsliip  and  sar vices." 

"  In  that  you  are  and  feel  as  a  white  man 
should  I  As  for  Hurry  Harry,  1  do  think  it 
w^uld  be  all  t)te  same  to  him,  whether  his  wife 
were  a  s<)uaw  or  a  governor's  daughter,  pn^ 
Tided  she  was  a  little  comely,  and  could  help 
to  keep  liis  craving  stomach  full." 

"  You  do  Marcli  injustice,  Judith;  yes,  you 
do.  The  poor  fellow  dotes  on  you,  and  when 
a  man  has  ra'ally  set  his  heart  on  such  a  crea- 
tor', it  Isn't  a  Mingo  or  even  a  Delaware  gal. 
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that  'II  be  likely  to  unsettle  h'u  mind.  Tcy* 
may  taugh  at  lucli  men  as  Hurry  and  1,  ^O^ 
we're  rough  and  unteached  in  the  way  of  bo<W 
and  other  knowledge ;  but  we've  our  gaol 
p'ints  as  well  as  our  bad  ones.  An  hocol 
heart  LB  not  to  be  despised,  gal,  even  tbonjjb  il 
be  not  rarscd  in  all  the  niceties  that  pl«ut  t 
female  fancy." 

"  You,  Dcerslaycr ! — .\nd  dn  yoa— <«m 
for  an  instant,  suppose  1  place  you  by  tlie 
of  Ilarry  March  ?  No,  no.  I  am  not  so  Ec 
gone  in  dullness  as  tliat.  No  one — man  ot 
woman — could  think  of  naming  your  booot 
heart,  manly  nature,  and  simple  truth,  with  tlic 
boisterous  selfishness,  greedy  avarice,  aad  »w> 
bearing  ferocity  of  Henry  March.  TSe  fwy 
best  that  can  be  said  of  him  is  to  be  found  in 
his  name  of  Hurry  Skurry,  whidi,  if  it  bom 
no  great  Itarm,  means  no  great  good.  Ew 
my  father,  fullon-inf;  his  feelings  with  the  otbff, 
as  he  is  doing  at  tills  moment,  well  knows  tbt 
difference  between  you.  Tliis  1  Jbioip,  for  bt 
has  said  as  much  to  mc  in  plain  UnguB((e.' 

Judith  was  a  |;irl  of  quick  scnsibtlttiea 
of  impetuous  feelings ;  and  being  under  few 
the  restTsinta  that  curtail  the  manifcstaiioos  c^ 
maiden  emotions  among  those  who  u«  rda- 
cated  in  the  babita  of  civiltied  lifr,  aba 
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""Ow  bnniTed  ihe  Utttr  with  a  frwdom  thrt 
**»  JO  pare]y  natural,  u  to  place  it  as  far 
*°ove  the  wiles  of  coquetry,  as  it  was  superior 
^  ill  hc«rtIeMn«sa.      She  had  now  even  taken 
Qneof  the  hard  hand*  of  tiie  hunter  and  pressed 
■I between  l»olhherown,w.-ilhawannlhandcar- 
Wrtness  that  proved  how  sincere  was  her  lan- 
ftnge.      It  was  perhaps  fortunate  that  she  was 
checked   bj  the   very  excess   of  her  feeling, 
since  the  same  power  might  have  urged  her  od 
to  avow  ail  that  )ier  father  had  said — the  old 
man  not  having  l>cen  satisfied  with  making  a 
comparison   favourahle    to  Dccrslaycr,  as  be- 
tween the  hunter  and  Hurry,  but  having  ao> 
tually  in  liis  blunt,  rough  way,  briefly  advised 
his  daughter  to  cast  off  the  latter  entirely,  and 
to  think  of  the  former  as  a  husband.     Judith 
would  not  willingly  have  said  this  to  any  other 
man,  but  there  was  so  much  confidence  awaken- 
ed by  the  guileless  simplicity  of  Dccrslaycr^ 
that  one   of  her  nature   found   it  a   constant 
temptation  to  ororstep  the  bounds  of  habit. 
She  went   no  farther,    however,   immediately 
relinquishing  the  hand,  and  falling  back  on  a 
rcscr^-c  that  was  more  suited  to  lier  sex,  and 
indeed  to  her  natural  modesty. 

"Thank'ee,  Judith,   ihank'ee,   with  all   my 
heart,"    returned    tlie  hunter,  whose  hunulity 
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prerented  him  from  placing  any. 
isteiprcUHon  on  either  the  condoct  «  d# 
language  of  the  giit.  '*  Tbaiilf'ce,  &b  much* 
if  it  was  all  true.  Harry's  sightly — yei,bi'» 
as  sightly  as  the  tallest  pine  of  these  iih«- 
tains,  and  the  Sarpcnt  has  named  him  acmfd- 
■ngly;  bo«-seTer,  aome  fancy  good  looks,  nil 
some  &ncy  good  conduct  only.  Hurry  Im 
one  adTantage,  and  it  depends  on  bimitif 
vbetber  be'tl  have  the  t'oti>cr  or — Hark !  thit'i 
your  father's  voice,  gal,  and  be  speaka  likti 
man  who's  riled  at  something." 

*<  God  save  us  from  any  mofe  of 
horrible  scenes  V  exclaimed  Jadith, 
her  fiice  to  her  knees,  and  end««voariag  to 
exdadc  the  discordant  sounds,  by  applying  htf 
hands  to  her  ears.  "  I  sometimes  wish  I  h^ 
no  father  !'* 

This  was  bitterly  said,  and  the  reptningt 
which  extorted  the  words  were  bitterly  fell.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  wliat  might  next  ban 
escaped  tier,  bad  irat  a  gentle,  low  roicc  i 
atbcr  elbow. 

*<  Judith,  I  ought  to  hare  read  a  dt^itvl 
father  and  Hurry  !"  said  the  innocent  but  I 
ficd  speaker,  "  and   Ihai  would  have 
fiTHD   gwng    agun  on    such  an   em 
you  call  to  them,  Deeralayer,  and  ti 
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*U>t  Uiem,  and  that  it  vill  b<^  i^ood  for  them 
wh  if  they'll    return  and    hearken    to    my 

"  Ahs  !    ciG— poor  Hetty,   yoa  little  knoir 

"CoaTin'»  for  gold  mid  rvvcni^T  if  vow  Ijcheve 

^  uv  so  easily    turned    aside   from   titeir 

!*•  I     But  this  is  an  unoommon  busineHS^ 

IB  nore  ways  than  one,  Judith  1     I  hear  your 

Ather   and    Hurry  growling    like    bears,  and 

jtt  no  noise  comes  from   the   oioulti   of  the 

fwm%  chief.     There's  an  end  of  sccrcsy,  and 

jret  his   vhoop,  which  ouftht    to   ring  in    the 

tnonntainv,  accordin'  to  rule  in  such  sarcum- 

stanccs,  is  silent  '.'' 

"  Justice  may  have  alighted  on  him,  and  his 
death  has  saved  the  lives  o{  the  innocent.*' 

*'  Not  it — not  it — the  Sarpcnt  is  not  the  one 
to  suffer,  if  that  'a  to  be  the  latr.  Sartainly 
there  has  be«n  no  onset,  and  'tis  most  likely 
that  the  camp's  deserted,  and  tlie  men  are 
coming  back  disapp'inted.  That  accounts 
for  the  growls  of  Hurry  and  the  silence  of  the 
Serpent." 

Just  at  this  instant,  a  fall  of  a  paddle  nis 
beard  in  the  canoe,  for  vexation  had  made 
March  reckless ;  and  Deerslaycr  felt  convinced 
that  bis  conjecture  was  true.  The  sail  being 
down,  the  ark   had   not   drifted   iar,  and  ere 
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man^  mintitcs,  he  licard  Chingnchgoold  ifll 
low  quiet  tone,  directing  Hutter  bow  lo ! 
in  order  to  reach  it.     In  less  time  than  iti 
to  tell  the  Act,  the  canoe  touched  the 
and  tho  adventurers  entered  tlic  latter, 
thcr   lluttcr   nor   Hurry  spoke   of  wliat 
occurred ;    but  the  DeUvare,  in  paannj;  I 
friend,  merely  uttered  the  words,  "  fire's  uut^ 
vliicli,  if  not  literally  true,  sufficiently  i 
the  truth  to  iiiti  lintener. 

It  was  now  a  question  as  to  the  course  tol 
steered.     A  ehort  surly   conference  vna 
when  lluttor  decided  tliat  the  wisest  way  i 
be   to   keep  in   motion,  as    tho    means 
likely  to   defctit  nny  attempt  at  a  aur 
announcing  liiv  own  and  March's  intentJiflt 
requite  themselves  for  the  losa  of  sleep  da 
their  captivity,   by   lying  down.     As  tbt  I 
still  baffled  and  continued  Hght,  it  was 
determined  to  sail  before  it,  let  it  cum«  in  atl 
dirvctioR  it  mij^lit,  so  long  as  it  did  not 
the  nrk  upon  the  strand.     Thij  point 
the  released  prisoners  helped  to  hoist  the  i 
and  then  they  threw  thcitUFelves  on  two  of  (be 
pallets,    leaving  Deenlayer  and  his  friend 
look  after  the  luovenients  of  tlie  craft, 
neither  of  the  latter  w-aa  disposed  to  sleep,  i 
account  of  the  appointment  with 
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™^^t  was  acceptable  to  all  parties. 
^'*^th  one!  Hcttj-  rcmniiied  up  a\»o,  in 
*■"*«  inpiured  the  agreeable  features  of 
change. 

>t  tome  time  tbe  soow  rather  driAed  than 
i  along  the  western  ihoic,  folluwing  a 
(Docherly  current  of  the  air.  The  pro- 
wu  slow,  not  exceeding  a  couple  of  mile* 
)  hour,  but  the  two  men  jicredrnl  that  it 
ot  unlv  carrj-ing  them  towanlx  the  point 
deurod  to  reach,  but  at  a  rate  that  waa 
as  fast  as  the  hour  jret  rendered  necessary, 
ttle  was  said  the  while,  even  by  the  girls, 
lat  little  had  iDore  reference  to  the  rescue 
It,  than  to  any  other  subject.  The  Indian 
ilm  to  the  eye ;  but  as  minute  aAcr  minute 
],  his  feelings  became  more  nnd  more 
d,  until  tliey  reached  a  state  that  might 
ntisfied  the  demands  of  even  the  most 
ng  mixtrrss.  Dccndayer  kept  the  craft 
id)  in  tlic  bays  as  was  prudent,  for  the 
e  purpose  of  sailing  within  the  shsdows 

woods,  and  of  detecting  any  signs  of  an 
ipment  Uiey  might  pass  on  the  shore.  In 
umner  they  had  doubled  one  low  pointy 
ere  already  in  the  bay  that  was  tenni- 

north  by  the  goal  at  which  they  aimed, 
alter  was  still  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant 
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vftn  Cfciiydigook  smw  nkody  to  tbe  ifc  ' 
•f  kot  fiiead,  ami  piintod  to  a  pktt  dbidl( ' 
A  mdl  fin  wwrn  gUmBWihg  frt 
the  TOgccf  tbe  bodiem  diafcfiMdAi 
:aB  tbe  mamlbaatidtaCattfaul^  ha 
dodit  thA  At  IndbBB  bwl  wiliM; 
thdr  canp  to  die  -wtrj  plao^  «  ' 
Inat  tD  the  nry  pngeetiao  of  luid  wben  Sit 
kd  ghcB  tfaeoi  tbe  readesvoaa! 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  nuiUac  and  of  6o««T^ 
But  nnto  me  Ihoa  biiag*K  a  lak 
Of  TiaioBiiT  hooia.'* 

woMHworra. 

Thi  discovery  menlioiied  at  the  dow  of  the 
preoediog  chapter,  waa  of  great  moment  in  the 
eyea  ctf  Deeralayer  and  hia  friend,  in  Ae  fint 
place,  there  waa  the  danger,  almost  the  cer- 
tainty that  Hatter  and  Hnrry  wonld  maJce  a 
fresh  attempt  on  this  camp,  should  they  awake 
and  ascertain  its  position.  Then  there  was 
the  increased  risk  of  landing  to  bring  off  Uiat; 
and  there  were  the  general  uncertainty  and 
additional  hasards  that  must  follow  from  the 
circamstance  that  th^  enemies  had  b^un  to 
(jiange  their  positions.  As  the  Delaware  was 
aware  that  the  hour  was  near  when  he  ought 
to  repair  to  the  rendeevous,  he  no  longer 
thought  of  trophies  torn  from  his  foes,  and  one 
of  the  first  things  arranged  between  him  and 
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bis  associate,  waa  to  permit  tlie  two  otbcn** 
sleep  on,  lest  they  should  disturb  the  eunliv 
of  their  plans  by  substituting  some  o(  tbef 
own.  The  ark  uiovcd  slowly,  and  it 
have  taken  fully  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  i 
tlic  punt,  at  tlio  rate  at  wbicli  they  were  i 
thus  affording  time  for  a  little  forethavgh 
The  Indians,  in  the  wixh  to  conceal  theit  i 
from  those  who  were  thought  tu  be  stiil  in  At 
castle,  had  plored  it  so  near  the  soutliem  adt 
of  the  point,  as  to  render  it  extremely  dil 
to  shut  it  in  by  tlie  hushes,  though  Uc 
varied  tlic  direction  of  tlte  scow  botli  la ' 
rij;ht  and  to  the  left,  in  the  hope  uf  lieinsi 
to  cflfrct  tliat  object. 

"  Tlicre's  one  advantage,  Juditli,  in  fin 
tbat  fire  so  near  the  water,''  he  sai«I,  vb 
executing  these  little  manoeuvres,  "  sine*  * 
shows  the  Mingus  behove  we  are  in  the  bili 
and  our  coming  on  'em  from  tliis  quarter,  ^ 
be  an  onlooked  for  event  But  it's  lii^ 
Harry  March  and  your  father  ai«  asleep^ 
wc  should  have  'em  prowling  aAer  scalps  i 
Ha!  tiiere — the  bushes  are  beginning  to  i 
in  the  £re — and  now  it  can't  be  seen  at  alii" 

Deerslayer  waited  a  litUc  to  make  eertu 
that  he  had  at  last  gained  the  desired  positkm. 
when    he   giive    tlie     signal   agreed  on,   md 
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'  ?^V\gook  let  go  the  grapnel,  and  lowered 

^^V  t&tiiatioii  in  which  the  ark  nov  lay  had 
'•dnuigea  and  its  dindTantages.  The  fire 
ben  hid  by  aheering  tcnrarda  the  shore} 
Aa  latter  ms  nearer,  perhaps,  than  vas 
Still,  the  water  was  known  to  be 
'^^^  deqi  foitber  off  in  tiie  lake,  and  andioring 
'^  deep  water,  under  the  circamstances  in 
^)>di  the  party  was  placed,  was  to  be  avoided, 
^  Vpoinble.  It  was  also  believed  no  raft  could 
^  W  within  milea ;  and  though  the  trees  in  the 
t  '^'iness  appeared  almost  to  overhang  the 
'-  •*»,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  get  off  to  her 
*^'>ont  nnng  a  boat.  Ilie  intense  darkness 
*■*  prevailed  so  close  in  with  the  forest,  too, 
""^^^d  as  an  efiectoal  screen,  and  so  long  as 
I**'*  "Was  had  not  to  make  a  noise,  there  was 
pfe  or  no  danger  of  being  detected.  All 
^*^  things  Deerslayer  pointed  out  to  Judith, 
^^"•icting  her  as  to  the  course  she  was  to 
'^^Xv  in  the  event  of  an  alarm;  for  it  was 
'''^^^ht  to  the  last  degree  inexpedient  to  arouse 
*  ^fcleepers,  unless  it  might  be  in  the  greatest 
'^^'^^^ncy. 

And  now,  Jndith,  as  we  understand  one 
''*~^'%her,  it  is  time  the  Sarpent  and  I  had  taken 
"*     "^e  canoe,"  the  hunter  concluded.     "  The 
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iitar  has  not  rUen  yet,  it^i  true,  but  it 
must,  tliough  nune  of  us  ore  likrly  tobciP? 
the  wiser  for  it  to-night,  on  account  of  tf'' 
doucU.  Howsever,  Hist  lias  a  tttdf  iiunil,M<l 
she'a  one  oftliem  tliAt  duesii't  olttajrvimlW 
have  n  thing  xforc  her,  to  see  it.  I'll  wuaiit 
you  she'll  not  be  either  two  minutes  or  liro  ftd 
out  of  the  way,  unless  them  jealous  vagabasit, 
the  Miiigos,  hare  taken  the  alarm,  and  pot  ha 
as  a  stool-pigeon  to  catcli  us,  or  liare  Ud  kv 
away,  in  order  to  pre|>are  her  nund  fur  > 
Huron  instead  of  a  Mohican  husband." 

"  DcersUyer,"  interrupted  iJie  girl,  canMrilf, 
"  tills  is  a  most  dat^rous  service ;  wbf  da 
jfou  goon  it,  at  all  i" 

"Anan! — Why   you   knov,  gal,  w« 
bring  off  Hbt,  tlic  Ssrj>ent'a  betrothi 
maid  he  means  to  marry,  as  soon  as  we  jci 
back  to  the  tribe." 

"T)i4it  is  all  right  for  tlie  Indian— bat 
do  not  mean  to  marry  Hi»t — yaw  are  not 
trotlied,  and  why  sihould  two  risk  thotr  bm 
and  hberties,  to  do  that  whicb  ono  can  jint  m 
well  perform }" 

"  Ah  ! — now  I  anderatand  you,  Judilli — jt», 
now  I  bc^n  to  take  the  idee.  You  ttunh  m 
Hist  is  tlie  Sarpeiit'n  betrothed,  as  tbey  edl  it, 
and  not  mine,  it's  altogether  his  aflair;  aad« 
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nun  out  paddle  m  canoe,  he  ought  to  be 
'  to  go  after  hia  gRl  alone !  But  you  forget 
'  a  our  Ar'n'd  lirre,  on  the  lake,  und  it  would 
tell  well  to  forget  an  ar'n'd  just  aa  the 
came.  Then,  if  love  does  count  for  so 
lOiucK  witii  some  people,  particularly  with  young 
[Mneii>  fri'ndship  counts  for  sooiething,  too, 
(■illi  other  some.  I  dares  to  my,  the  Dclawnre 
[can  paddle  a  canoe  by  himself,  and  can  hrinj; 
[off  Uist  by  himself,  and  perhaps  be  would  like 
that  quite  as  well  as  to  have  me  with  him ;  but 
he  couldn't  sarcuntvcnt  sanumvcDltuni,  or 
atir  tip  an  ambtuhrocnt,  or  6ght  with  the 
nva:;e9,  and  get  his  sweetheart  at  the  same 
time,  as  well  by  himself  as  if  he  had  a  fri'nd 
with  him  to  ilojwnd  on.  even  if  tluit  fri'nd  is 
no  better  than  myself.  No — no — Juditli,  you 
iroul<ln't  dcitart  one  that  counted  on  you,  at 
auch  a  moment,  and  you  can't,  in  reason,  ex- 
pect me  to  do  it." 

"  I  ftar — I  believe  you  arc  right,  Docrslaycr, 
•nd  yet  1  vi»h  you  were  not  to  go!  PromiM; 
roe  one  tiling,  at  lenst,  und  tliat  is,  not  to  trust 
yourself  among  tlie  aarages,  or  to  do  anything 
more  than  to  save  the  girl.  That  will  be 
enough  for  oitce,  and  with  that  yuu  ought  to 
be  ntisAed.'' 

**  Lord  bless  you,  gal !  one  would  think  it 
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s-as  Hetty  that's  talking,  aad  not  the  qui 
wtttedf  and  wonderful  Jodidi  Mutter!     V'^ 
fright    niakca    the  vrisc  silly,  aiid  the  imOV 
ncak.     Yes,  I've  seen  proofs  of  that,  tinie  tmt^ 
B^in  I     Well,  it's  kind  and  soft-hearted  iii  foc^ 
Judith,  to  feci  this  consam  for  a  fellow  crtslur'. 
and  I  sliall  always  say  tiiat  you  arc  kind  ami  oi 
true  feelings,  let   them   that    envy  your  goad 
looks,  tell    as  many  idle  stories  of  yon  at  tkt 
may." 

"  Dccrslayer  I"  hastily  aaid  the  giil,  ima^ 
rupbng  him,  thoogh  nearly  diokcd  by  btrcvi 
emotions  ;  "  do  you  believe  all  you  hear  ib* 
8  poor,  motherless  girl }  Is  the  foul  tanjatif 
Uany  Hurry  to  hlost  my  life  !'^ 

"  Nut  it,  Judith— not  it.  I've  tokl  UatTyit 
wasn't  manful  to  backbite  them  he  ooskiiA 
win  by  fair  means  ;  and  tlist  even  an  Indko  ■ 
always  Lender,  touching  a  young  woman's  p)i, 
name." 

"  If  1  bad  a  brother,  ho  wouldn't  daic  to 
it!'*  cxchiimcd  JudiUi,  with  eyes  Aa&hing  ftt 
"  But,  finding  me  wittiout  any  protecUtr  battt 
old  man,  whose  ears  arc  getting  to  be  ■•  dil 
aa  his  fechngs,  he  has  bis  way  aa  h 
pleases  I" 

"  Not  exactly  tliat,  Judith  ;  no,  not  exatllf 
that,  neither  1    No  man  1  brother  or  strangfr, 
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wonW  stanil  by,  and  see  as  fair  a  gal  as  yourself 

liunUil  down,  without   snying  a  word    in   lier 

beiialf-     Hurry's  in  'amwt  in  w&ntiiig  to  make 

jou  ha  vrife,  and  tlie   little  lie  does   let  out 

■g^a  you,  comes  more  from  jealousy,  like,  than 

from  anything  else.     Smile  on   liim  when  he 

■wakes,  and    squdeze  his   hand  only  half  u 

"'™  u  you  xqucoced  minv  a   bit  ai;o,  and  my 

li«  On  ii,  the  ]»oor  fellow  will  forget  everything 

■''■t  your  comeliness.     Hot  words  don't  always 

m>ie  from   tJic  heart,   but  oftencr    from  ttic 

■•ttoach,  tlian  iinywhen:  else.  Try  him,  Judith, 

^^M   he   n'akes,    and   sec   the  vitrtuc    of  a 

•aile." 

Ooerslayer  laughed,  in  bis  own  manner,  as 

**'  concluded,  and   then   he  intimated  to  the 

lent-lootcing,  but  really  impatient  Chingacb- 

,  his  readiness  to  proceed.     As  the  young 

entered  the  canoe,  the  girl  stood  immove- 

ss  iitoi>e,  lost   in   the   musings  tliat  the 

and  manner  of  the  other  were   likely 

produce.    The  simplicity  of  the  hunter  had 

*^plctely  put  her  nt  Jault ;  for,  in  her  iuutow 

here,  Judith  was  an  expert   manager  of  the 

P'-Hf^T  sex  ;  thougli,  in  tlic  present  instance  she 

far  more  actuated  by  impulses,  in  all   alie 

uid  and  done,  thitn  by  calculation.     We 

ihaU  nut  deny  tluit  some  of  Judith's  reflections 

I  2 


172 


TRB    DKERSLAYKR. 


were  bitter,  though  the  sequel  of  the  l»lt  i 
be  rcfctred  to,  in  order  to  explain  bov  mrtied 
or  how  kcco  were  her  sufferings. 

Chiogachgook,  and  his  pale-Jace  fneti,  v' 

forth  on   their   ha^anlous  and   delicate  tntfl* 

prise  vith  a  coolness  and  method,  that  mH 

liaTc   done  credit  to  men  who  were  on  l^ 

twentieth,  instead  of  being  on  Uieir  first,  nt- 

path.      As  suited  his   relation   to   the  pRtt; 

fugitive,  in  whose  service  they  were  engw<L 

the  Indian  took  his  place,  in  the  head  of  thi 

canoe ;  while  DeeniUycr  guided  its  moveoeoD 

io  the  stem.     Dy  tins  arrangement,  the  fotwit 

would  be  the  6rst  to  land,  and  of  courK.  tk 

first  to   meet   his   mistress.     The   latter  W 

taken  his  post,  without  comment,  but  in  Mfrt 

influenced  by  the  rcBection  that  one  whobadw 

much  at  stake  as  the  Indian,  might  not  poaiU]! 

guide  tlic  canoe  with  the  same  stesidioeu  tti 

intelligence,  as  onotlier  who   )ind    more  CBit- 

mand  of  his  feelings.     Froui  the  instant  tbcf 

led  the  side  of  the  ark,  the  movementa  of  tbt 

two  adventurers  were  like  the  niarMruvrca  ft 

htglily-drilled  soldiers,  who,  for  tlie  ftnt  ttm 

were  called  on  Io  meet  the  enemy  in  the  fidd. 

As  yet,  Chingacligook  had  never  fired  a  shot  ii 

anger,  and  tlic  ilrliul  of  his  companion  in  mi^ 

fare,  is  known  to  the  reader.     U  is  true,  tbi 
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*»in  had  been    haiif;ing  about   his  enemy's 

**ip  for  8  few  hours,  on  his  first  arrival,  and 

^  Jiad  CTcn  nnco  entered  it,  as  related  in   the 

^tt  cbspter,  bat  no  consequences  had  followLsl 

^ther  experiment.     Now,  it  wan  certain  that 

^  important  result  was  to  be   eiTccbcd^  or  n 

bonifying  failure  wait  to  ensue.     The  rescue, 

wthe  continued  cDptirity  of  Hist,  depended 

on  the  enterprixe.     In  a  word,  it  was  rirtunlly 

Uie  maiden  expedition  of  these  two  ambitious 

young  forest  soldiers ;  and  while  one  of  them 

set  forth,  impelled  by  scntimentB  that  usually 

carry  men  so  far,  both  had  all  their  feelings  of 

pride  and  manhood  enUsted  in  their  success. 

Itintcsd  of  steering  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
pcnnt,  then  distant  Irom  the  ark  less  than  u 
quarter  of  a  mile,  Dcerslnyer  laid  the  head  of 
Ilia  canoe  diagonally  towards  the  centre  of  the 
lake,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  position,  from 
which  he  might  approach  the  shore,  having  his 
enemies  in  his  front  only.  Tlic  spot  where 
Hetty  bad  landed,  and  where  Hist  bad  pro- 
mised to  meet  them,  moreover,  was  on  the 
upper  side  of  the  projection,  rather  than  on 
the  lower;  and  to  reach  it,  would  have  re- 
quired the  two  adventurers  to  double  nearly 
the  whole  point,  close  in  with  the  shore,  had 
not  this  preliminary  steji  been  taken.     So  well 
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was  tHe  necessity  for  thb  meftsiuv  voi 
tfaat  Chingachgook  quirtly  {Mildled  oa,  i 
it  wu  adopted  vithoat  eoiuoltins  iam,  10^ 
appucntly  was  taking  tnm  in  a  chnetim  BH4f 
opposite  to  that  one  mioht  tbiiA  ha  Wi' 
wiabcd  to  go.  A  few  minates  aoflkcd,W- 
•rer,  to  cany  the  canoe  the  ntetwmrf  &&Mft 
when  both  the  young  men  ci«ued  paddhif 
it  were  by  instinctive  consent,  and  iba  M 
t>C4:aroe  stationary. 

I'he   darkness  increased  ntlier  tbaa  im 
nislied,  but  it  was  stiU  possible,  frooi  the  fin 
vberc  the  adTenturera  lay,  to  dbdngaU  tbt 
outlines  of  the  munntains,  Invain  didtheIMi> 
ware  turn  bis  head  eastward  to  catdi  a  gKaifK 
of  the    promued    star;    for,    not«rit)iataada| 
the  clouds  broke  a  little  near  the  horttoik,  si 
that  qunrtcr  of  tlie  hcnreas,  the  curtain  ea» 
tinued  so  far  drawn  as  eJTectualir  to  conceal  d 
bdiind  it.     In  IVont  as  was  known  by  tbe  faf> 
■nation  of  tand  above  and  behind  it,  lay  dM 
point,  at  the  dtstanoe  of  about  a  thotiMnd  CmL 
No  signs  of  the  casile  i»ulil  be  lera,  nor  eoild 
any  moretnent    in  tbat  quMter  of  the  Utt 
readi  the  ear.    The  latter  ctrcwnstanoe  n^ 
have  been  equally  owing  to  the  distanw,  «U(b 
was  several  miles,  or  to  the  fact  that  notfaiaf 
was  ID  motkin.    As  fur  tiie  ark,  though 
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r  from  the  cunoe  ttxa  tfae  poiat,  k  ky  m 
'>p)ete]y  buried  in  the  ifauls«*  <tf  lb*  ibore, 
it  would  not  hare  beta  viaifatt  ma  h*d 
b«en  m»aj  dtgnes  man  «f 
**til«lly  existed. 

The  wlrenturen  now  hcU  i 

*tHr  Toioes,  eontulung  tof^eUker  >■  to  ilie  prafa»> 

t>k  time.     Deenlayer  thougbt  it  wsatcd   yet 

^ome  ininate*  to  the   riung  of  the  ■tar,  white 

tfae    impatience  of  tlie   chief  otuaed    him   to 

fancy  the  night  further  adrsneed,  »nd  to  beliere 

that  his  betrothed  wai  already  wailing  hi>  a^ 

pearance  nn  the  shore.     As  might  hate  been 

expected,  the  opinion  of  tiie  latter  pmmilKl, 

and  his  friend  diipoaed  hnnaelf  to  Mecr  Cot  tbe 

place   of  rendesvooa.    The  ntmoat  aldll  and 

precaution  now  became  neoeasary  in  the  n** 

oagement  of    the  caiioe.    The  paddtaa  were 

lifted,  and  returned  to  the  water  in  a  noiseteas 

taanner ;  and  when  within  a  huinlred  yards  of 

the  beach,  Chini^acligook  took  in  his  altugcthcr, 

laying  hia  hand  on  hi*  rifle  in  iu  stead.     Aa 

they  got  itill  more  witliin  the  belt  of  darkneM 

that  girded  tfae  woods,  it  was  seen  U>Kt  they 

were  steering  too  far  north,  and  the  coane  was 

altered  accordingly.    The  canoe   now  seemed 

to  move  by  instinct,  so  cautious  and  ddtWrale 

mra  all  its  motions.    Still  it  continued  to  ad- 
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BM  IMMk|l 
■C   VVI   MDCM   OWipd  to  VSOB  feD  BM  I 

tfe  fafat^  bM  M  Hat  mraried  In 
WMKWmKn«l,WfiMiid  liii&MndalM« 
t£ic  dwae.  TWr  Mxteoidcncd  m  wM^BS 
t£«  lacfiaK  fpKlwjMfcig  that  tfaey  must  fane 
'""■"^^"  die  piice  erf"  rendczToiu.  Bnt  DeB- 
siayor  thoc^t  it  wis  pntiabk  tbej  bid  ■»■ 
taken  the  boor.  Wliile  he  wu  yet  speaknft 
be  gnsped  the  «nn  of  the  Debwue,  c—bI 
htm  to  tsm  his  bewl  in  the  dinction  of  tin 
lake,  and  pointed  bnrarda  the  Munmita  of  titt 
eastern  moantuns.  Hie  clonda  bad  Ixokoi » 
little,  apparently  behind  rather  than  above  lilt 
hilld;,  and  the  evening  star  was  gUttenng  anioa| 
the  brandies  of  a  pioe.  This  was  every  way  a 
flattering  omen,  and  the  yoong  men  leaned 
on  their  rifles,  listening  intently  for  the  aoand 
of  approachii^  footsteps.    Voicea  tbey  oAoi 
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kl"^*    and  mioglad  vilk 
pic*^edcri«s  ofdifldnii,iadtkcl«r1 

^S^  of  Indian  vomen.     Aal^ 

ncuiB  arc  halntaaUj  csotioas,  md  aridooi  broik 

wt  in  lood  conTcmdoo,  the  adTcnttmis  bacv 

%  thwe  fiwts,  that  they  nort  be  rtrf  nor  Ike 

'^aopment.      It  wu  easf  to  pereem  tbac 

"■Ctc  vas  a  fire  within  the  woods,  by  tbe  ■■»• 

"^  in  which  some  of  the  upper  braprfi— ofthe 

^%««  were  iUuminfttfd,  but  it  was  not  pamHtle, 

yhen  they  stood,  to  ascertain  exactly  bow  : 

'*  Was  to  themselves.  Once  or  twice,  it  i 

**  •trailers  from  arouad  the  fire,  were  i 

'f|g  Uic  place  of  rendexvoiu ;  but  tbeee 

^ere  eitlier  altogether  illusion,  or  those  wbo  had 

drawn  near,  returned  again  without  fftming  to 

the   shore.     A  quarter  of  an  boor  wis  pened 

in  this  slate  of  intense  expectation  and  anzietj*, 

when   Dccnlnycr  propoaed   that  tbey   should 

circle  the  point  in  tlie  canoe :  and  bjr  getting 

a  position  do&e  in,  where  the  camp  could  be 

seen,  reconnoitre  the  Indians,  and  thus  enable 

tlieniBclres  to  form  some  plausible  conjectures 

for  (he  non-appearance  of   Hist.     The  Oela* 

ware,  however,  resolutely  refused  to  quit  the 

spot  reasonably  enough  ofTering  as  a  reason, 

the  disapftoinlment  of  tlie  girt,  should  ulie  ar- 

rire  in  his  abKnoe.     Deeislajt-r  felt  for  his 
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friend's  concern .  and  oflered  to  make  Aa 
of  tiie  point  by  hiniaeir,  lomof  tbe  httw 
cealcd  in  the  bushes  to  «w«it  the  occofTCM* 
any  fortunate  event  that  might  Airoar  his 
With   tJiis    andcntanding,  then,    the 
wpD  rated. 

As  soon  as  Deeralaror  was  at  his  post 
in  the  stem  of  the  canoe,  be  left  the 
with  the  same  precautions,  and  in  the 
nmseleatM  manner,  as  he  had  approacbed  it  Ob 
this  occasion  be  did  not  go  far  from  tit  bodl, 
tbe  bashes  affording  a  sufficient  cover,  by 
keeping  as  close  in  as  possible^  Indeed,  i 
would  not  have  been  easy  to  devise  any  Bcani 
mure  favourable  to  reconnoitring  round  mi  ht 
dian  camp,  than  those  afforded  by  tbe  tttmi 
state  of  things.  The  formation  of  the  pan) 
permitted  Uic  place  to  bo  circled  on  tfami' 
its  sides,  and  the  progress  of  the  boat  ms  • 
noiseless  as  to  remove  any  apprebensions  fan 
an  alarm  through  sound.  Tl]e  moat  pracCiMl 
and  ftnarded  foot  might  stir  a  bonch  of  leaxh 
or  snap  a  dried  stick  in  tbe  dark,  but  a  hfk 
CBiioc  could  be  made  to  float  over  tbe  asrtet 
of  smooth  water,  almost  with  the  hutmclnt 
rrsdincss,  and  certainly  with  the  o( 
ninvemcnts  of  nn  aquatic  bird. 

Deer&Uyer  had  got  nearly  in  a  Ihta  b>ti 
Uw  ctuiip   and   tli«  ark,  bofurn  he  csujbt  • 


guin|>te  (if  the  fire.  Tliis  c«mc  upon  him  Bud- 
''^^ly.ind  » little  unexpectedly,  at  HrstCAasing 
**>  ^nn,  leM  be  bad  imautioudjr  ventured 
'"*'>in  the  circle  of  light  it  ca»t.  But,  perceiT- 
^  at  s  second  glaniic,  that  he  was  certnirilT 
^^  from  detection,  so  long  as  the  Iniltiuis  kept 
)"*>'  the  centre  of  the  illumination,  he  brought 
wC  cuH>e  to  a  state  of  rest,  in  the  mont  faTour- 
™^  position  be  cxinld  find,  and  commenced 
'^s  obscrvatioiis. 

U'e  hare  written  much,  but  in  vutn,  concern* 
'ng  this  extraordinary  being,  if  the  reader  re- 
quires now  to  be  told,  that,  untutored  ax  be 
ma  in  the  learning  of  the  world,  and  simpte  as 
he  erer  thoweit  hiinnelf  to  be  in  ail  matten 
touching  the  su1>t]etieti  of  conventional  taste, 
he  wasa  man  of  strong,  native,  poetical  feeling. 
He  loved  the  woods  for  their  freshness,  their 
sublime  solitudes,  their  vB&tiH»s,  and  the  im- 
preae  that  they  everj'wherc  bore  of  the  divine 
band  of  tlu:ir  creator,  lie  seldom  raored 
through  Uiero,  without  pausing  to  dwell  on 
■ome  peculiar  beuuty  that  gave  him  pleaMire, 
though  seldom  attempting  to  investigate  the 
OkOMS ;  and  never  did  a  day  pass  witliout  his 
ootnmuniitg  in  spirit,  and  this,  too,  witliuut  llie 
aid  of  forro.1  or  tangung-i!,  witli  the  infinite 
souroe  of  all  he  saw,  felt,  and   beheld.    Tiius 


180 


THE    UeGRflLAVBR. 


constituted,  in  a  moral  senxe,  mid  of  a  sUk''' 
ncu  that  no  danger  could  appal,  or  uij  ul»** 
disturb,  it  is  not  surprising  tJiat  Uie  huiiterfel' 
a  pleasure  nt  luokiri!;  on  the  lemc  lie  DM  i^* 
held,  tliat  momentarily  caused  liim  to  imf^ 
the  ohjcct  of  his  risit.  This  will  tnon  Mf 
appear  when  we  describe  the  scene. 

The  ranoe  Iny  in  front  of  a  natural  nitt,** 
only  through  the  bushes  tliat  lined  tbe  ibm 
but  of  the  trees  also,  that  afforded  a  dev  w* 
of  Uie  camp.     It  was  bjr  means  of  tlusMN 
opening  tliat  the  Ugbt  had  been  first  seen  ftas 
the  ark.    In  conscquenoo  of  their  rocentchuft 
of  ground,  tlie  Indians  had  not  yet  retired  Ui 
their  huts,  but  hod  been  delayed  by  their  [<^ 
porations,   which   included  lodging  as  well » 
food.     A  large  fire  had  been  made,  as  mck 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  torches  as  (or  tha  W 
of  their   simple    cookery;    and   at   this  f^ 
cisc  moment  it  was  blazing   hi^h  and  bri|M^ 
having  recently   received    a  large   supply  d 
dried  brush.     The  eTcct  was  to  illuminate  tk 
arches  of  th<^  forest,  and  to  render  the  wlwit 
area  occupied  by  the  camp  as  light  aa  if  hun- 
dreds of  tapers  wore  burning.     Most  of  ik 
toil  had  ceased,  and  even  tlte  hungriest  HM 
lind  sati»6ed  its  appetite.     In  a  word,  the  tm 
was  that  moment  of  relaxation  and  jgoimei 
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(odolence  vhich  ia  apt  to  succeed  a  hearty 

ineBli**^<I  vhen  the  Ubours  of  the  dny  hiive 

ended-       The   hunters  and  the  fishermen  liiul 

been  equally  succcssrul;   and  food,  th»t   one 

great  requisite  of  savage  life,  being  nbundant, 

CTerr  other  caro  appeared  to  have   sulLtided 

in  the  sense  of  enjoyment  dependent  on  Uiis 

■ll-ittportantfact. 

l^^^^layer  saw  at  a  glance  tliat  many  of  the 
^lU^otjwcrc  abM-nt.    His  aoquiiinlimoe  Riven- 
oak,  hoircver,  was   present,   being    seated   in 
the  foreground  of  a  picture  that  Satvator  Rosa 
"""><!  have   delighted   to  draw,   his  swarthy 
feWarcs  illuminated  as  much  by  plcasuro  as  by 
*™  torch-like  flame,  while  he  showed  another 
™  the  tribe  one  of  the  elephants   that   liad 
^i»ed  so  mucli  sensaUon  among  his  people. 
"  boy  was  looking  over  his  shoulder,  in  dull 
""'iority,  completing  the  group.     More  in  the 
^*ck  ground   eight  or  ten   warriors  lay   half 
^^Umbcnt  on  the  ground,  or  sat   witli  their 

P''*<ik»  reclining  against  trees,  so  many  types  of 
'violent  repose.     Tlicir  arms  were  near  thorn 
*>   sometimes  leaning  against  the  same  trees 
themselves,  or  were  lying  across  their  bodies 
carekss  preparation.     But  the  group  that 
'*Ast  attracted  the  attention  of  Deerslaycr  was 
***»*  composed  of  the  women  and  children.  All 


l«Bbe 

nbokn!  ^  qoiflt 

BMit  cniy  niBg 
i^u  tnnL    Hort  cc  !■■ 
to  be  Kghthattd 
!  «U  big  «!■  MMad  apart  villi  • 

VbICO  toe   nQBtEf  ^B  ^HV 

betnkoMd  diat  some  iaty  a£  an  Ba]il»' 
amt  d»Mictn  bad  been  am^ed  her  bj  thi 
due&-  Wbat  tbat  datr  was,  be  had  no  MM 
of  koowii^;  but  he  Mt  ntisfied  it  mutL  blB 
some  measure  coaiKcted  with  her  own  sai,  thi 
^ed  among  the  women  geneiaUy  being  dMN 
for  soch  offices  and  no  other. 

As  a  matter  of  coarse,  Deenla^er  looU 
eageflj  and  annonsly  for  the  form  of  Kit 
She  was  nowhere  Tisibte,  though  die  Qgbl 
penetrated  to  considerable  distaooea  ia  al 
directions  around  the  fire.  Oace  or  twiea  kl 
atuted,  as  he  thonght  he  recognized  her  bn^l 
bat  his  ears  were  deceired  by  the  aoft  mekiJy 
that  is  so  common  to  the  Indian  female  Toita 
At  length  the  old  woman  spoke  load  aol 
angrily,  and  then  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  (M 
or  two  dark    figures    in  the   back-gronod  tf 
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""^  which  turned  aa  if  ob«dient  to  the  re- 

a^'^^t  ihd  iralkctt  mote  witliii)  ihe  nrcie  oi  xhc 

ligbt.    \  young  viurior's  fona  first  cunc  latriy 

iitta  view ;  Uicn  followed  two  youthful  fctnalca, 

""^  of  irhoni  proved  to  be  the  I>cUw*re  girl. 

'''^'abycr  now  coniprolicndcd  it  al).    Ui»t  wm 

**^hcd,    posubly  by  ber  young  oonpuiion^ 

'*nainly  by  tlie  old  worain.     The  youth  wa» 

Pnttikbly  KiDie  suitor  of  titittt  lier  or  Iter  com> 

V^naa ;  but  even  bis  dincrction  was  distnutcd 

U&der  tlie   influence  of  bis  admiratiun.    The 

Wwn  vicinity  of  those  who  mij^lit  be  suppos- 

oj  to  be  Iter  friends  uid  the  arrival  uf  *  str&nge 

nd-mui  on  tlic  lake  bad  induced  more  tli&n  tlic 

uual  care,  and  tltc  ^rl  bod  not  been  able  to 

■lip  away  from  tb<i«e  wLo  watclicd  ber,  iit  order 

to  keep  her  u]>{>uinlmeiit.     UeersUyer  traced 

Ler  uneasiness,  by  l»cr  attempting  once  or  twice 

(o  look  up  tfarougit  tbe  branches  of  U>e  trees, 

as  if  endeavouring  to  get  glimpses  of  tlie  atar 

ftbc  lud  lien«lf  named  m  the  sign  for  meeting. 

AU  was  rain,  bowcrer,  nitd  after  stnilling  about 

the  camp  a  iitUc  lunger,  in  affi-cted  indifTerence, 

the  two  girls  quitted  their  male  escort,  and  look 

K«ta  among  tlieir  own  sex.  A-s  soon  ax  tliis  was 

doDCj  the  old  sentinel  changed  li«r  place  to  one 

more  agreeable  to  berwlf,  a  certain  jiroof  tliAt 

•be  had  hitherto  beeti  exclusively  on  watch. 

Deenlaycr   now   felt  greatly  at  a  luu  liow 
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to  proceed.  He  well  knew  that  ChingidbgMk 
could  nerer  l>e  iwrsiutded  to  return  to  the  nit' 
without  ntakiiig  some  desperate  effort  foi  tb 
recovery  of  his  mistress,  and  his  own  getieraii 
feelings  well  disposed  him  to  aid  in  t»A  ■ 
undertaking,  lie  thought  he  saw  the  n^  cf 
an  intention  among  tlio  females  to  retire  kt 
the  night ;  and  shuuld  he  remain,  and  the  Sk 
continue  to  give  out  its  light,  he  might  disn>Ht 
the  particular  hut  or  arbour  under  which  (lift 
reposed;  a  circamstann:  tliat  would  be  of  infr 
nitc  use  iit  their  future  proceeding.  $buaU 
lie  remain,  however,  much  longer  where  Iw 
was,  there  was  grcst  danger  that  the  impitMiiee 
of  his  friend  would  drive  him  into  someKto' 
imprudence^  At  each  instant,  indeed,  br  ei- 
pccted  to  nee  tlic  Ewartliy  form  of  the  Dtl^ 
ware  appearing  in  the  back-ground,  liVe  itx 
tiger  prowling  around  the  fold.  Taldng  iD 
things  into  conxideration,  therefore,  he  ctiuiv 
the  coneluxion  it  woukl  be  better  to  rejois  In 
friend,  and  endeavour  to  temper  his  tmpttto- 
Kity  hy  Koiiie  of  his  own  conhiess  and  ili*- 
eretion.  It  required  but  a  minute  or  Iw  W 
put  this  ph>n  in  execution,  the  canoe  rrtum- 
iiig  to  t}ie  strand  some  ten  or  lifiecn  ouduu* 
after  it  had  left  iL 

Contrary  to  his  expectations^  perliapa,  Vctt- 
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Bund  thelt»di«n  at  baa  poit,  from  vUck 
not  Mimd,  terfnl  Ifaat  fas  hitwdwd 
rrive  during  Ua  lihtoet.    A  ooaAnaeB 

L  in  whtoh    ChingMfagook  wsa  made 
ted    with    the    itate    o^*  thii^  in  A* 
bTVben    Hut   nuocd   the  point  aa  dM 
pneeting,  it  was  with  the  expectation 
Pg  her  escape  from  the  old  position, 
ep«iring  to  a  spot  that  the  expected  to 
bout  aiiy  ocx:upanta;  hot  the  uutdm 
bf  localities  had  disconcerted  all  her 
A  iDucli  greater  degree  of  vigUaaoe 
|l  been   preriousl^  retguircd  was  aow 
*;  and  the  circumstance  tiat  an  aged 
nras    on    watch,    abo    denoted   aome 
^uitds  of  alarm.      All  these  eonai- 
I,    and    maiiy  more   Utat  will  readily 
Qicmsclvcs  to  the  reader,  were  briefly 
1  before  the  young  men  came  to  any 
I'    The  occasion,  bowever,  being  one 
Idrcd  acts  instead  of  words,  the  course 
tsuod  was  soon  cboiien. 
jing  of  the  canoe  in  such  a  manner  that 
k  «c  it,  should  fllie  come  to  tbe  place 
|lg  prenousl;  to  their  return,  the  young 
tad  to  their  arms,  and  prepared  t«  cn- 
■Dod.    The  whole  projection  into  tlte 
pitied  about  two  acres  of  land ;  and 
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tlie  part  ttiKt  rormcd  tlic  point,  a 
the  camp  wax  plftMtl,  did  not  con 
of  more  than  half  tliat  mm.  U  wu  phn 
DOTcrcd  with  oaks,  wht^,  as  is  otiul 
American  forests,  ^w  to  a  gmt  hetghi 
out  throwing  oat  a  hmnch,  and  t)ien  an 
a  dense  and  rich  foliage.  Beneath,  exa 
fringe  of  thick  bushes  along  tlie  alton 
WAS  TCTf  little  underbrush ;  thoogh,  in 
quencc  of  tlicir  shape,  the  trees  mn 
together  than  is  common  in  regions  wlii 
axe  has  been  frecljr  u«C(),  rcsembfio 
stiaight,  rustic  columns,  upholding  A 
canopy  of  leaves.  The  surface  of  tlia  m 
tolerably  even,  but  it  hod  a  small  riM 
cmtre,  which  divided  it  into  a  nofthi 
southern  half.  On  the  laUer,  tlie  Ilor 
btult  their  fire,  profiting  by  tlie  foraa 
conceal  it  from  their  enemies,  who,  it 
remembered,  were  sujiposed  to  be  in  tb 
which  bore  northerly.  A  brook  all 
brawling  down  the  sides  of  tht 
hills,  and  found  its  vay  into  the 
the  southern  side  of  the  point. 
cut  for  itself  a  deep  passage  through 
the  higher  portions  of  the  ground,  and, 
days,  vhtm  this  spot  baa  become  nibj 
the  uses  of  civilisation,  by  its  winilit 


THE    DBBRSbATBR. 


m 


iniut^  bunks,  it  lias  iMconic  no  mcsn  sccvasorf 
awributing  to  thv  beauty  of  the  place, 
lb  kook  la;  west  of  the  encampment,  and  its 
9tm  fimnd  their  way  into  the  great  rt'scrvoir 
*f  Alt  region  on  the  same  side,  and  quite  near 
b  (1)6  spot  etiosen  for  tlic  lire.  Alt  these 
ptnlinritics,  so  far  as  circumstances  allowed, 
M  been  noted  by  Decrsljiycr,  and  cxpLuned 
liUi  Eriend. 

Dm  Kftder  will  understand  that  the  little  rise 
'ttepraund,  that  lay  behind  tlie  Indian  en- 
Onpinent,  greatly  fitvoured  the  secret  ndvanco 
I'ifetwo  adrenturers.  It  prevented  the  light 
'l3te  fire  ditfusing  itaelf  on  the  ground  directly 
)  tibe  rear,  although  the  land  fell  away  towards 
water,  so  es  to  leave  what  might  be  termed 

Eleft,  or  eastern  flank  of  the  position,  unpro- 
!d  by  this  coTcriiig.     We  have  said  "  uti- 
tcted,"   though  that  is  not  properly  the 
since  the  knoll  behind  the  huts  and  the 
oSend  a  cover  for  those  who  were  now 
ily  approaching,  rather  than  any  protec- 
to  tiic  Indians.     Dccrslayer  did  not  break 
;h    the    Aiago    of   buahcs  immediately 
It  of  the  canoe,  which  might  have  brought 
too  suddenly  witlyn  tlie  inHuence  of  the 
tince  tlie  hillock  did  not  extend  to  the 
Iter;  but  he  followed  the  beach  northerly  until 
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ht!  had  got  nearly  on  the  opposite  sida  of 
toii(;ue  of  land,  which  brought  him  vndar 
shelter  of  the  low  acclix'ity,  and  contt^iaif 
more  in  the  shadow. 

As  soon  as  the  friends  emerged  from 
hushes,  tliey  stopped  to  reconnoitre.  The 
was  still  blazing  behind  the  Uttlc  ridge,  eMlia| 
its  light  upward,  into  the  tops  of  the  tree% 
producing  an  effect  that  waa  more  ptaaa| 
than  advautAgeous.  Still  the  glare  had  its  ■Mat 
for,  while  the  back-ground  was  in  obscurity.tbc 
fore-ground  was  in  stroiig-ltght ;  exponngtbi 
savages  and  concealing  thdr  foca.  Pirufituf 
by  the  latter  circumstance,  the  young  mea  «t 
ranccd  cautiously  towards  the  ridges  DeenkjV 
in  front,  for  he  insisted  on  this  arrmgtinti 
lest  the  Delaware  should  be  ted  by  his  Maft 
into  some  indiscretion.  It  required  butaa*- 
ment  to  reach  the  foot  of  the  little  ascent,  snJ 
then  commenced  the  moat  critical  part  oftbt 
cnterprize.  Moving  with  exceeding  oubt^ 
and  trailing  hia  rifle,  both  to  keep  it«  huitJeM 
of  view,  and  in  readiness  for  serrioe,  the  bMW 
put  foot  before  foot,  until  he  had  goc  aifi* 
cieutly  high  to  over-louk  tlte  summit,  fats  en 
head  being  alone  brought  into  tbe  K^ 
Chingachgook  was  at  his  side,  and  both  pwBWl 
to  take  another  close  cxaminatioa  of  llie  eu^ 
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In    order,    however,    to    protect    tliemsehn 
^aliut  kiiy  straggler  in  tiic  rear,   Uiey  ptued 
t)icir  bodies  ngaiitst  the  truiik  of  an  oak,  stuict- 
">g  on  the  »ule  next  tlie  fire. 

The  view  that  l>eerslayer  now  ohtained  of 
ti*e  camp,  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  th&t  he 
hckcl  perceived  from  tlie  water.  The  dim  figures 
*^hicli  \x  )iad  formerly  discovered  must  have 
**«eu  on  the  auminit  of  tlie  ridge,  a  few  feet  in 
Bcl^uiee  of  Uie  upot  where  he  was  now  posted. 
^nc  fire  was  still  blazing  brightly,  and  around 
■*  were  seated  on  logs,  thirteen  warriors,  which 

I  Accounted  for  all  whom  he  had  seen  from  the 
^oe.  They  u-crc  conversing,  with  much 
Cfeaeatoess ,  among  themselves,  the  image  of 
tite  elephant  passing  from  hand  to  hand.  The 
&nt  burst  of  savage  wonder  had  abated,  and 
the  queation  now  under  discu&sion,  was  the 
probable  exUtcnce,  tlic  history  and  tlie  habits 
of  toextruurdinary  an  animal.  Wc  have  not 
leuore  to  record  the  opinions  of  these  rude 
men  on  a  subject  so  consonant  to  tlieir  lives 
and  experienoe ;  hut  little  is  haaarded  in  saying 
tluiC  they  were  quite  as  plausible,  and  far  mora 
ingenious,  tlinn  half  the  conjectures  Utat  pre* 
cede  the  demonstrations  of  K-ienec.  However 
mnch  they  may  have  been  at  fault,  as  to  their 
conclusions  and   inferences,  it  is  certain  that 
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■IB  loowt  Initv  }u»;  wc  wimwm  n^f  ■■ 
been  half  dut  imiDfaer  of  ywda  nig^.  Ik 
btzer,  indeed,  wore  m  near  as  to  aala  Ai 
utmosS  qiCTomxcljon,  bs  to  TnotioB  mn  Mii% 
indispensable.  Atthougfa  tfaey  eooTcned  ■ 
their  low,  soft  mioes,  it  was  posMMe^  b  tti 
profound  stillness  of  the  woods,  ereo  to  dfefc 
passes  of  the  ^scoorae ;  and  the  light-hCBli' 
bn^  that  esc^xd  the  gifts,  mi^t  oocaMailf 
hare  reached  the  canoe.  DeosUyv  fidt  tk 
tremoor  that  passed  throagfa  the  frame  of  Us 
friend,  when  the  latter  first  cangbt  the  ncrt 
sounds  that  issued  from  the  plump,  pnt^  &(■ 
of  Hist.  He  eren  laid  a  hand  on  the  ahooUv 
of  the  Indian,  as  a  sort  <^  admonition  to  ot^ 
roand  himself.  As  the  conTersation  grew  mff 
earnest,  each  leaned  forward  to  listen. 

"  The  Hurons  hare  more  curious  beasts  tktf 
that,''    said  one  of  the  girls  contemptaowlf) 
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bfi  Vie  the  men,  they  conversed  of  the  ele- 
filiiQt  uid  his  qiulities.  **  The  Delawares  will 
think  tliis  creature  wouderful,  but  to-morrow 
M  Huron  tongue  will  talk  of  it.  Our  young 
men  will  find  liim  if  the  animals  dare  to  ootne 
■uv  our  wigwams  \" 


Thit  was,  in  fact,  adi]rcs»c<I  to  AVah-ta  !- 
Vil>,  Uiougb  she  who  spoke  uttered  her  words 
*il^  on  assumed  diffidence  and  humility,  that 
pRveiitcd  her  louking  at  the  other. 

"  The  Delawares  ore  so  tui  from  letting  such 
ciWurcs  come  into  their  country,"  returned 
tliu,  "  that  no  one  has  even  Ken  their  images 
^liot !  Their  youn|[  men  would  frighten  away 
llic  MUjref  as  well  as  the  beasts." 

"  Tiie  Delaware  young  men  !— the  nation  is 
nan — even  the  deer  walk  when  ihey  hear 
luir  hunters  coming  I  Who  has  ever  heard 
theume  of  a  young  Ddawsre  warrior  (*' 

l^iis  was  said  in  good-humour,  and  with  a 
luifh;  but  it  was  also  said  bitingly.  That 
Hit  so  felt  it,  was  apparent  by  the  spirit 
bflraycd  in  her  answer. 
"  Who  has  ever  heard  tJie  name  of  a  young 
Mawarci"  she  repeated  earnestly.  "Tame- 
imd,  himself,  tiiough  now  as  old  as  the  pines 
1  the  hill,  or  as  the  eagles  in  the  air,  was  once 
Ootig !  his  name  was  heard  from  the  great  salt 


Ui^  to  dw  nvct  witan  cf  die  i 
■  tfaefinarofUMM?  Wbmiii 
po^  Oolite  pale ftcw hwe phuji^ 
kipmc^  aDdtaddeDcnilaboDMl  Dr 
eq|k«  flf  nUgli,  iBAe  deer  u  emf^  « 
panAcr  a»  InTe?  le  diere  ao  joangm 
otf^tfaefc  nee?  Let  the  Hnnm  mudm  ( 
da-  ^ci  wider,  end  dwy  n^  eee  one  0 
Chmgwiigocfc,  ^m  b  ■■  itat^  "^y 
adi,  md  as  tmi^  as  die  ladkarj.'* 

As  the  girt  used  faer  6garataTe  languge, 
tadd  her  compuiioos  to  °>  open  dior  eyei^ 
dtey  wcHild  see''  d>e  Delaware,  Deeni 
dinist  lus  fingers  into  the  ndea  of  hiafii 
and  iDdolged  in  a  fit  of  his  heutj,  beoen 
hi^to-.  The  otber  smiled ;  but  the  laagi 
trfthe  speaker  was  too  fiattering,  and  die  b 
t^  her  TOice  too  sweet  for  him  to  be  led  ) 
hj  any  aondental  ccnncidence,  faowercr  I 
croos.  The  speedi  of  Hist  prodooed  ■  n 
and  the  dispute,  though  conducted  in  g 
humuur,  and  without  any  of  the  coarse  viot 
of  tone  and  gesture  that  often  impain 
charms  of  the  sex  in  what  is  called  diS 
life,  grew  warm  and  slightly  clamcomL 
the  midst  of  tSia  scene,  the  Delaware  tm 
his  friend  to  stoop,  so  as  eompletdy  tD* 
ceal   himself,    and  then  he  made  a 
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oi*©!)-  resembliiig  the  little  clurmp  of  the 
trnallcrt  species  of  the  Anicrican  squirrel,  tli&t 
DeerslayiT  liiiosclf,  though  he  had  heard  the 
lantation  k  hundred  times,  actuatly  thought  it 
nine  from  one  of  th«  liltic  animids  skipping 
•bout,  over  his  head.  1'hc  sound  is  so  familiar 
»  the  woods,  that  none  of  the  Ilurons  paid  it 
IW  least  attention.  Hist,  however,  instantly 
(Maed  tnlking,  and  sate  motionless.  Still  she 
lud  aufhcient  aclf-eommand  to  abstain  from 
taming  her  head.  She  had  heard  tltc  signal  bjr 
itich  her  lover  so  often  called  her  from  the 
wiewam  to  the  stnlen  interview,  and  it  came 
ow  iMir  senaea  and  her  heart,  as  tlie  serenade 
■BKtu  tite  maiden  in  the  land  of  song. 

rfoin  (liat  moment  Chingachgook  felt  certain 
^  l)is  presence  was  known.   This  was  eflecc- 
•■S  miu-h,  and  he  could  now  hope  for  a  bolder 
l>»e  uf  conduct  on  the  purl  of  his  mistress  than 
^  ni^ht  dare  to  adopt  under  an  uncertainty 
*"  fcii  situation.     It  left  no  doubt  nfhcr  en- 
snaring to  aid  him  in  his  effort  to  release 
™>    Deerstayer  aroste  as  soon  as  the  si^al 
vu  liven,  and  though  he  ha<l  never  held  that 
f***t  communion   wliieh   is  known   only    to 
J«er»,  he  vrns   not   slow  to  dt^tect   the  great 
jckuge  that  had  come  over  the  manner  of  the 
rl.    She  still  affected  to  dispute,  tltough  it 
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vilih  ^iiit  umI  ingRHntT,  but 
wfent  the  wbA  waa  attend  man  u  a  luit  ta 
dnv  bcr  MMpHMli  oa  to  ui  euj  gwy^ 
Am  vitfa  any  tiopes  cf  satvrcdiag   iModL 
Omet  or  twice,  it  n  tnw^  her  ttatire  rai&w 
—EgtiiTcri  a  ntor^  cr  an  ai^BMnt  lliat  niiid 
a  IattE:b,  and  i^are  her  a  momcptary  advaoOge; 
Init  tbew  little  sallies,  tfae  fl&phtis  of  aHtbo* 
wit,  served  tbe  better  to  eoooeal  ber  ml  M- 
ia^  and  to  gire  to  tbe  triumph  of  the  Mbir 
party  a  iDore  natoral  air  than  it  nu^t  hut 
pBHWiJ  withoot  them.    At  Icogth  the  >b- 
r"**~*'  bseune  weaned,  and  thcjr  rose  in  i 
body  as  if  about  to  separate.     It  was  now  tbt 
Hist,  for  tbe  fint  time,  ventured  to  tun  hi 
fine  ID   the  direction   whence    t)ie  s^ntt  hti 
come,     la  doing   ibU,  her    movenients  wet 
natural,  but   guarded,  imd    she  stretcbed  bff 
arm  and  yawned,  &s  if  overconie  with  a  dean 
to  Hlccp.    The  chirrup  was  again  heard,  ai 
the  girl  felt  satisfied  as  to  the  position  of  bcr 
lover,  though  the  strung  light  in  which  ik 
herself  was  placed,  and  the  oomparativc  i»A- 
ness  in  which  the  adventurers  stood,  prerestt^ 
her  from  seeing  their  beads,  the  only  portion 
of  their  fomut  that  appeared  above  the  ridge  « 
all.    The  tree  against  which  tlicy  werepostf' 
had  a  dailt  shadow  cut  upon  it  by  the  iot0i. 
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itKtioo  of  an  enormous  pine  that  grew  between 
il  and  tlie  fire,  a  circumstance  which  aloite 
toald  have  reudered  ohjecta  within  ita  cloud 
ioriaible  at  any  distance.  This  Decrslayer  well 
faww,  and  it  was  one  uf  the  reaitona  why  he  had 
idected  thin  particular  tree. 

The  momcjit  was  near  when  it  became  n&* 

wsary  for  Hist  to  act.     She  was  to  sleep  in  a 

miil  hut,  or  bower,  that  had  been  built  near 

*t>en)  she  stood,  and  her  companion  was  the 

fCtd  hag  already  mentioned.     Once  within  tha 

^  «ith  this  sleepIcKi  old  woman  stretched 

•^Wb  the  entnuiee,  as  was  her  nightly  [>ritctice> 

*■•  bope  uf  eu'^e  was  nearly  ilesiroyed,  and 

"^  might  at  any  moment  be  Nummonud  to  tier 

^*1>    Luckily,  at  tliis  instant,  one  of  the  war- 

I'Wn  called  to  the  old  woman  by  iinme,  a:id 

j^fle  her  bring  him  water  to  drink.     There  was 

\*  delicious  spring  on  the  northern  side  of  the 

'itit,  and  the  hog  took  a  gourd  from  a  branch, 

summoning  HiHt  to  her  side,  she  moved 

**ard»  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  intending  to 

[^^ceiid   and  cross  the  point  to  the   natural 

Ifcninuin.     AH  this  was  seen  and  understood 

[  by  tlie  adrenturcr*.  and  they  fell  buck  into  the 

oWucity,  concealing   tlicir   persons  by  trees, 

P>t)l  tlio  two  fomatcs  bad  passed  them.     In 

nlkiug,     Hist  visM  tii-ld  tightly  by  the  hand. 
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At  she  moved  by  the  tree  that  \ui  O'savi' 
gook  aiid  his  friend,  tlie  former  fe'i  t.^  " 
tomahawk,  n-ith  the  intention  to  biuyitialt''1 
brain  of  the  wocoan.  But  the  otiter  sti  ^ 
hazard  of  ituch  a  measure,  siuce  a  mdkW  sen* ' 
might  britift  all  the  warrioni  upon  tliem.  kiiii*^ 
waa  averse  to  tlie  act  on  considprations  a( ' 
inanity.  His  hand,  therefore,  prevented  P^ 
blow.  Htill  att  tlie  two  moved  |Mt*t,  tbe  di^ 
nip  was  repeated,  and  tJie  Huron  woman  itufr 
ped  and  faced  the  tree  whence  the  tomd^ 
Meoied  to  proceed,  atanding,  at  the  moBMBtr 
within  six  feet  of  her  enemies.  She  expRMt' 
her  surprise  timt  a  squirrel  should  be  in  tnotioB 
at  so  lute  an  hour,  and  &aid  tt  boded  rri. 
HiKt  an&wered  that  she  had  heard  the  mow 
aquirrel  three  times  within  the  last  tvcott 
minulca,  and  that  she  supposed  it  was  wBttin( 
to  obtain  gocm;  of  the  crumbs  left  from  tbc  Uti 
supper.  Tills  explanation  appeared  sab^ctoT^ 
and  thcjr  moved  towards  tlM  spfing,  lbs  OM 
following  stealthily  and  closely,  'ftie  gouri 
was  filled,  and  the  old  woman  wns  bunyisf 
back,  her  hand  still  grasping  the  wrist  ol  tit 
^ri,  when  she  was  suddeiUy  M-ised  so  violntlj 
by  tbe  throat  as  to  cause  her  to  rcloM  Wr 
captive,  and  to  prevent  her  nmking  atty  othit 
sound   than    a    sort   of  gurgling,    suffocalBI 


fiBe.    The  S«rp«nt  parsed  his  >nn  round  the 

.  of  Wvt  mUtrestt  «i)d  dashed  through  the 

les  with  her,  on  th«  north  side  of  the  point. 

lire  he  immediately  lumci)  along  tlio  heach, 

•"J    ran   towards  Uie  canoe.     A  mure   direct 

"untc  could  have   been   taken,  hut  it   Riiglit 

"e  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  place  of  cinliark- 

D^crslayer  kept  playing  on  the  throat  of  the 
pd  woman  like  the  keys  of  an  organ,  occasion- 
lly  allowing  her  to  breathe,  and  then  comprcsn- 
:)g  l^%«  bngera  attain  nearly  to  strangling.  The 
lief  intervals  for  breath,  liuweTcr,  were  well 
mpvoved,  and  the  hag  sacoceded  in  letting  out 
t  •c»-«5«:li  or  two  that  serx'ed  to  alarm  tlte  camp. 
rho  ^ntnp  of  the  waniora,  as  they  sprung  fn»m 
^  Gn,  waa  plainly  audible ;  and,  at  the  next 
B  ~T  three  or  four  of  them  appeared  on  the 
**P  ^^  ll»e  ridge,  drawn  against  the  hack  ground 
*S'<t,  resembling  the  dim  shadowH  of  the 
'^^Asinngoria.     It  was   now  quite  time  for 


Thia 


**titcr  to  retreat.     Tripping  up  the  heds 

Captive,  and  giving  her  tliroat  a  parting 

^^*«,  quite  as  much  in  resentment  at  her 

***itable  efforts  to  Hound  the  aUrm  as  from 

t^^ltcy,  he  left  her  on  her  back,  and  moved 

*'<3s  ihc  husltes;  his  rifle  at  a  poise,  and 

r*^«d  OTcr  his  shottlders,  like  a  lion  at  bay. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 


"  TlwTC,  ft  wlw  MinU,  bcboU  jumt  Kgta,  ynvnir. 
Ye  umaU  b«  dupea  tinil  TktiaiK.  uid  j^e  aw 
lilttoough?  or  moitl,  while  klkrUI 

LtTt*  is  ro"' *■?■"■( '>^''"'*>  tfantyMi  *tinr' 

MMIL 

Tmr  fine,  tlie  canoe,  and  t1ie  spring  nocj 
which  Dec rslftTcr  commenced  bis  retreat.  mdJ' 
have  stood  in  tlic  angles  of  a  triangle  of  Uil^ 
nbl]r  equal  sides.  The  distance  Aram  the  in 
to  thv  boat  was  a  little  less  than  the  dbtutt 
from  the  6re  to  the  spring,  vhile  the  diatnM 
from  the  spring  to  the  boat  was  about  equal  la 
that  Ijctnceii  tile  two  points  tirst  noined.  IImi 
however,  was  in  str>iii;lit  lines— a  iDeans  a' 
esca|)c  to  which  the  fugitives  cnold  not  mart- 
Thejr  w«re  obliged  to  have  reeourse  to  a  AltMT 
in  order  to  get  tlie  cover  of  the  bushes,  and  tv 
follow  tJ>e  curvature  of  the  bench.  Under  thcN 
disadvantages,  tlien,  the  hunter  commenoed  liii 
retreat— disadvantages  that  he  felt  to  be  M 
much  the  greater,  from  his  knowledge  of  tht 
habits  of  all  Indiana,  who  rarely  fail  in  cnaaof 
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■nddcn  xlarm.  mora  especially  when  in  the 
midst  of  corer,  immeiiiktcly  to  throw  out 
flankers,  with  a  view  to  meet  their  foex  at  all 
points.  Mid,  if  possible,  to  tuin  theirrear.  Tliat 
some  sueh  course  was  now  adopted  he  believed 
from  Uie  tramp  of  feet,  which  not  only  came 
ap  tJie  ascenti  as  related,  but  were  aUo  heard, 
under  the  &int  impulse,  direrging  not  only 
towards  the  hill  in  the  rear,  but  towards  the 
extremity  of  the  point,  in  a  direction  opposite 
to  that  he  was  about  to  take  himself.  Fromp- 
btadc  consequently  became  a  matter  of  the 
last  importance,  as  the  parties  might  me«t  on 
the  strand  before  the  fugitive  could  reacb  tlte 
canoe. 

Notwithstanding  the  pressing  nature  of  tlie 
emcrgencr,  Deenlnyer  iie.iitiiled  a  single  in* 
stant  ere  he  plunged  into  the  bu.theii  thai  lined 
the  shore.  His  feelingti  had  been  awakened  by 
the  whole  scene,  and  a  stcninevi  of  purpose 
hatd  come  over  him  tn  which  he  was  ordinarily 
a  stranger.  Four  dark  figures  loomed  on  the 
ridge,  drawn  againut  the  brightness  of  the  fire, 
and  an  enemy  might  have  been  sacriticed  at  a 
glance.  The  Indians  had  paused  to  gaze  into 
the  gloom  in  search  of  the  screeching  hag;  and 
with  many  a  man  less  ^ron  to  reflection  than 
tliat  of  the  hunter,  the  deatJi  of  one  ot  tliem 
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would  b«ve  been  certain.  LuckUjr,  be  ni 
more  prudent.  Although  the  rifie  dropped  > 
little  towsrds  the  foremoit  of  bU  punnicn  ht 
did  not  aim  or  fire,  but  dissppcuvd  in  tht 
cover.  To  gniii  llie  kuich,  and  tu  tbllov  it 
round  tu  tJie  place  wliere  Chinfachgooli  n> 
already  in  tlie  cunoe,  witli  Hi*t,  anxioody  vtit- 
ing  his  appeuraiiK,  occupied  but  a  moment 
Laying  hJit  rifle  in  tlie  buttotn  of  the  canec, 
Deendayer  stooped  to  give  the  latter  a  vigatoai 
shove  from  tite  shore,  uhcn  a  jKiwerful  Indivi 
leaped  througlt  Uie  bushes,  alighting  like  a 
panther  on  Iuh  back.  Every  thing  waa  no* 
BDSpended  by  a  liair ;  a  false  step  ruining  iH 
With  a  generosity  that  would  have  neodcrrd  a 
Roman  illustrious  throughout  all  time— M 
which,  in  the  career  of  one  so  nmplc  andhUB- 
ble,  would  have  been  fur  ever  lost  to  the  wotU, 
but  for  this  unpretending  legend,  Deeralaycr 
threw  all  his  force  ntto  a  desperate  effort,  shond 
the  ca»o«  off  with  a  power  that  sent  it  a  haa* 
drcd  feet  from  the  shore,  as  it  might  be,  in  la 
instant,  and  fell  forward  into  tlie  lake  binuel^ 
fiioe  downward;  his  assivilant  nc 
lowing  him. 

Although  tlie  water  was  deep  within  a  I 
yards  of  the  beach,  it  was  not  more  tlian  I 
higlif  as  doss  in  as  the  spot  where  the  Um 
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combBlanU  fell.  StUl  this  was  quite  lufficknt 
u>  destroy  niic  who  had  sunk  under  the  great 
(lisadwilsgn  in  which  DvcnUycr  wus  pluced. 
Hit  hands  were  free,  however,  an<l  the  savage 
wms  compelled  to  relinquish  his  hug  to  keep  hia 
own  face  above  the  suriacc  For  half  a  minute 
there  wasadespemltiMTuggle,  like  the  flounder- 
ing of  an  alligator  tliat  has  just  seized  some 
ponrerful  prey,  and  tlien  both  stood  erect, 
{rrasping  eacb  other's  arms,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  use  of  the  deadly  knife  in  the  darkness. 
What  might  have  been  tite  issue  of  tliis  severe 
penooal  struggle  cannot  be  knon-n,  for  half*a- 
dotcn  savages  came  leajiing  into  the  water  to 
the  ud  of  their  friend,  and  Deerslayer  yielded 
himself  a  prisoner  with  a  dignity  that  was  as 
remarkable  as  his  self-devotion. 

To  quit  the  lake  and  lead  their  new  captive 
to  the  fire,  occupied  but  another  minute.  So 
much  enga^^  were  they  all  with  the  struggle 
and  its  consequences  that  the  canoe  was  un- 
seen, thou({h  it  still  Lay  so  near  the  shore  as  to 
render  every  syllable  that  was  uttered  perfectly 
intelligible  to  the  Delaware  and  bis  betrothed ; 
and  the  whole  party  left  the  spot,  some  cwn> 
tinuing  the  pursuit  aAer  Hist  along  tlic  beach, 
tboogb  most  proceeded  to  the  liglit.  Here 
Ooeralayer'a  ant^^nist  so  far  recovered   hia 
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brfath  and  hin  recolleclion,  for  he  bad 
throttled  nearly  to  strangulation,  as  to  iddt' 
the  manner  in  which  the  girl  bad  got  off.  It 
was  now  too  Utc  to  assail  the  other  fugitno, 
fur  no  sooner  was  his  iricnd  It^  into  the  btatMt 
tlian  the  Delaware  phiced  his  paddl«  into  Ik 
water,  and  the  light  ouioe  glided  noiselculf 
away,  holding  its  course  towards  the  eeotnti 
the  lake  until  safe  from  ^ot,  after  wtndi  i> 
sought  tW  ark. 

When  Dcer^layiT  reached  the  fire,  he  tomi 
hinisdf  xurrouiid(.><l  hy  no  less  than  eight  i^m 
savsgcs,  among  whom  was  hiti  old  act)uatntwei 
Kivcnuak.  As  soon  as  the  latter  caught  * 
glimpse  of  tlie  captive's  countenamx,  he  >pob 
a]).irt  to  his  companions  And  a  low  but  genenl 
exclamation  of  pleature  and  surprise  caapii 
tltcin.  They  knew  that  the  conqueror  of  tlxir 
late  iricnd,  h«  who  had  fallen  on  the  oppoau 
side  of  the  lake,  whs  in  their  hands,  and  sab- 
ject  to  lh«ir  mercy  or  vengeance.  There  aa* 
no  little  admiration  mingled  in  the  fcruowv 
looks  that  were  thrown  un  the  prisomrr,  o 
admiration  that  was  as  much  cxdtcd  by  In 
present  composure  m  by  his  jtaM  deeds.  Tbt 
scene  may  be  Mud  to  have  been  the  camBwnc*' 
ment  of  tlie  great  and  terrible  rcputatioa  d«i 
Deerslayer,  or  Hawkcyc,  a*  he  was  aAemiiA 
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••tied,  enjoyed  among  all  the  tribes  of  ^few 
fork  uid  CAiinda ;  a  reputation  tliat  was  ocr- 
»inl^  more  limited  in  ita  territorial  and  nu- 
nerical  exteot,  than  tho«e  which  are  possessed 
in  civilixcd  life,  but  which  was  cutopcnwtt^d  for 
irhat  it  wanted  in  time  [rarttculare,  per}iap«,by 
its  greater  justice,  and  the  total  adtxence  of 
nytti6cation  and  niiinageimeitt. 

Tlw  arm*  of  Deenlayer  »ei«  not  pinioned, 
and  he  vm  left  the  free  use  of  liii  hands,  hia 
knife  having  been  tirst  removed.  The  only 
precaution  tlial  was  taken  to  serure  his  pt^nton 
iras  untiring  n-atehfulncss,  and  a  strong  ro|>i;  of 
bark  that  passed  from  oncic  tu  nncle,  nut  M 
much  to  prevent  his  walking  as  to  {dace  an 
(d)itacle  in  the  way  of  his  attempting  to  escape 
by  any  Hudden  le^p.  Kvea  this  extra  provision 
against  Uigiit  was  not  made  until  the  captii.'e 
had  been  brought  lo  tlio  light,  and  his  eharacter 
ucertained.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  cutn])liment  to 
bis  prowess,  and  he  felt  proud  of  the  disline- 
tiim.  TImt  tie  might  be  hound  when  the  war- 
tion  alept  he  tliouglit  jirolHible,  but  to  be  bound 
in  tlie  motoeul  of  capture,  abowed  that  he  was 
ilready,  and  thus  early,  attaining  a  name. 
VVbdc  the  young  Indians  wore  fastening  the 
rope,  he  wondered  if  Cbingachgook  would  have 
beeii  treated  in  the  s&uio  manner  had  be  too 
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lallcn  into  the  hnnds  of  the  enemy.    Nor  ti 
the  repuUUioii  of  the  young  pale-iiuc  reMihfr 
gcther  on  hu  »u<:c«»  in  llie  previou*  conte, 
or  in  hU  (li.tcriniiiialing    and  cool  tauaad 
managing  tJie  late  negotitttioii ;  Jbr  It  had  i» 
ccived  a  great  accesuon  by  tlte  oonureixa  i'  \ 
the  night.     Ignorant  of  Uie  moveiiMnti  uT  lli 
Brkt  and  of  the  accident  Uiat  lukd  brought  thit 
fire  into  view,  the  Iroquois  attributed  tbe^ 
covery  of  their  new  ninp  to  llie  vigilantt  d 
ao  shrewd  a  foe.    The  manner   in  whidi  W 
ventured  upon    Uie  (wint,  tbe  abstnctioa  > 
escape  of  Hixt,  njid  most  of  atl  the  aelMn^ 
tign  of  the  pri«oner,  united  to  the  feidioM  I 
with  which  he  had  sent  the  uinoc  adrif^  wo 
•0  many  inigwrtant  links  in  tlie  chain  at  fiA 
on  which  hi»  growingfame  was  founded.   M»* 
of  tJiese  circuiitstauces  had   been  »eta,  MM 
had  been  explained,  and  all  were  undcntoc'- 
While  tills    admiration  and    theae  hooost 
were  so  unrcscrTedly  bestowed  ou   Decnlan'* 
he  did  not  escape  some  of  the  penalties  of  Itf 
siluatiuii.     He  was  pennitted  (o  seat  himtd' 
on  the  end  of  a  log  near  the  fire,  in  order  V 
dry  his   clothes,  his    laie   adversary  staniliai 
opposite,  ROW  hol<Iing  ankles  of  his  own  scanty 
vestments  to  the  heat  and  now  feeling  hia  thralt 
un  wliich  the  marks    of  his  eue]D]r*a 


TUS    OBKRILAYSS. 


205 


still  quite  visible.  The  real  of  the  warriors 
llted  togcUtcr.  near  at  hand,  &11  thosv  «'liu 
Iteen  out  having  returned  to  report  that  no 
I  of  any  other  prowlers  nor  the  camp  were 
!  found.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  old 
an,  wliuite  name  v»s  Shebear  in  phun  En- 
,  approached  Deer»Uyer,  irith  her  fists 
;bed  and  her  eya  flashing  fire.  Hitherto 
aad  been  occupied  with  screaming,  an  em- 
ment  at  which  she  had  plaj'cd   her   part 

no  small  degree  of  success,  but  having 
eeded  in  effitctnally  alarming  all  wiUiin 
li  of  a  pair  of  lungs  that  liad  been  strength- 
1  by  long  practice,  she  next  tamed  her 
ition  to  the  injuries  her  own  person  had 
uncd  in  the  struck'.  These  were  in  no 
tier  material,  though  they  were  of  a  nature 
rouse  all  the  fury  of  a  woman  who  bad  long 
ed  to  attract  by  means  of  the  gentler  qua- 
t,  and  who  was  much  disposed  to  rcrcnge 
hardships  she  hod  so  lung  endured  as  the 
ectcd  wife  and  mother  of  savages,  on  all 

came  nithin  her  power.  If  Dcerdaycr 
not  pemuuicntly  injured  her,  he  had  tem- 
irily  caused  her  to  sulTer,  and  she  was  not  a 
lOn  to  overlook  «  wrong  of  thi»  HAlurc  on 
lunt  of  its  motive. 

ik  of  the  pale-faces,"  commenced  this 


306 


TUB    DEKULATBR. 


exfispcrelcd  and  semi-poi;t!c  Atry,  shalini  bv 
iist  under  the  nose  of  tlic  impusiuble  hunts, 
"  you  nro  not  even  b  woman.  Toar  6ieid^ 
tbe  Del&wBTO,  nrc  only  women,  ind  yoo  M 
their  sheep.  Tour  own  people  u-iU  not  awn  n«. 
and  no  tribe  of  red  men  would  have  you  n 
their  wigwams ;  you  skulk  among  pettiooiltd 
warriors,  You  slay  our  breve  friend  wim  ht 
left  us!— no— his  great  soul  scorned  to  li|bl 
you,  and  left  his  body  rather  than  ban  (W 
shnmc  of  slaj'ing  you  I  Dut  the  blood  thit  jn 
spilt  when  the  spirit  was  not  looking  on,  kt 
not  snnk  into  the  ground  It  must  be  baiieda 
your  groans — what  music  do  I  hear)  TW* 
ape  not  the  vailingn  of  a  red  man ! — no  ifJ 
warrior  groans  so  much  like  a  hog.  Thcfoont 
from  a  pale-fnce  throat — a  Yengeeae  boson 
and  sound  as  plearaiit  as  girU  singing.— D(| 
— skunk —  wood-chuck —  mink —  Iteilge-liog— 
])ig — 1 1  ind  — spi<ler—  Ye  ngce — " 

Here  tlie  old  woman  having  expended  her 
hrcnth  and  exhausted  her  epithets,  was  bin  (o 
pauxe  a  moment,  though  both  her  fists  wne 
shook  in  the  prisoner's  face,  and  the  wh<.leaf 
her  wrinkled  countenance  was  filled  witli  Acne 
resentment.  Deersluyer  looked  upon  thM 
impotent  attempts  to  arouse  him,  as  \aSth 
renlly  as  a  gentleman  tn  our  own  state  of  raot^ 
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regard  the  ritupcrativc  terms  of  a  blackgiurd; 
the  one  [Mirty  feeling  that  tlic  tongue  of  nn  old 
wotnitn  could  nerer  injure  a  warrior,  and  the 
Dtlier  knoiring  that   ruendadty  and  vulgarity 
can  onlv  ]>cnnaneiitty  aflect  those  n-ho  resort 
to   their  use;  but  he  was  spared  any  further 
attack  at  present,  by  the  inter|>osition  of  Kiven* 
Dak,  who  sboTL>d  aside  t}ie  bog,  bidding  ber 
quit  the  spot,  and  prepared  to  t«ke  his  seat  at 
the  side  of  his  prisoner,     llic  (dd  woman  with- 
drew, but  the  hunter  well  undersux.-d  that  he 
ims  to  be  the  subject  of  all  her  means  of  annoy- 
sncr,  if  not  of  positive  injury,  so   long  as  he 
ren»iitcd  in  tlic  power  of  hia  enemies ;   for 
notliing  rankles  so  deeply  as  the  eonadousness 
that  an  attempt  to  initate  has  been  met  by 
contempt,  a  feeling  tliat  is  usually  the  most 
paisivc  of  any  lluit  i*  hurbourcd  in  the  humaa 
breast.      Hivenosk  quietly   took    the  seat  wa 
have  mentioned,  end  after  a  short  pause,  he 
oorotncnced  a  dialogue,  which  we  Ifanslste^  b» 
usual,  for  the  benelit  of  tlioite  readers  who  have 
not  studied  tJie  North  American  languages. 

"  My  pale-face  friend  is  very  weleumc," said 
the  Indian,  with  a  tnniiliar  nod,  »nd  a  smile  so 
covert  that  it  required  all  Ueerslayer's  vigi* 
lance  to  detect,  and  not  a  little  of  ha  philoso- 
phy to  detect  unmoved,  "  he  is  welcome.    The 


1  bcp  s  Int  an  to  diy-  dw  vhite  hr'i 

'  1  tinaJLynn,  Horoo,  or  Mi^o  w  I  aot 
Be  tn  csO  TOO,"  RtnriKil  tke  odiCT ;  **  I  dak 
rwfarde  ■tknac,  wrf  1  thank  foafcrttl 
fac  Eadi  B  Bad  in  ib  tst,  ntd  the  Im  ii 
voy  good,  wWn  one  has  beeo  in  k  aprst  ■* 

BSfbe  pleasaat  at  5i>db  a  Xitac,  to  a  mui  vtli 
sDclamarv  h«an." 

"  like  pale-taee  —  bal  mr  brotlier  bas  ■ 
name?  So  gnat  a  warrior  woold  not  htft 
lired  whboat  a  name  7^ 

"  Mingo,"  said  the  banter,  a  Httk  of  tl» 
weakness  of  human  natore  exhibiting  itadfii 
the  glance  of  his  ere  and  the  eoloor  oo  bii 
cheek,  **  Mingo,  jpoar  brare  called  me  Hawt 
eye,  I  suppose  on  account  of  a  qnidc  and  n^ 
tain  aim,  when  he  was  lying  with  his  bead  ■ 
my  lap,  afore  his  spirit  started  for  tix  bappf 
h  unti  ng-grou  n  ds." 

"  "Us  a  good  name !  The  hawk  ia  anre  of  Ui 
blow.  Hawkeye  is  not  a  woman ;  why  dOM 
be  live  with  the  Delawares  ?" 

"  I  understand  you,  Mingo,  bat  we  look  oa 
all  that  as  a  sarcumvention  of  some  of  your 
subtle  devils,  and  deny  the  charge.  Pnn^ 
dence  placed  me  among  the  Delawarea  yoon^ 
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^'^  Viating  what  Christian  usages  demand  of 
"^7  ^^o]our  and  giAs,  I  hope  to  live  and  die  in 
*l>ar  tribe.  Still,  I  do  not  mean  to  throw 
^**'T  altogether  my  natyve  rights,  and  ihall 
""We  to  do  a  pale-ftce's  duty  in  red-akin  so- 

**  Qood }  a  Huron  is  a  red-skin,  as  well  as  a 
■^^Tiware.  Hawkeye  is  more  of  a  Huron  than 
***^  «  woman." 

^I  suppose  yoa  know,  Mingo,  yonr  own 
^^^Saning ;  if  you  don't,  I  make  no  question  'tis 
"^"^^  known  to  Satan.  But  if  you  wish  to  get 
^^T  thing  out  of  me,  speak  plainer,  for  bar- 
S^oRs  cannot  be  made  blindfolded  or  tongue- 
*^«d." 

"  Good }  Hawkeye  has  not  a  forked  tongne, 
%rid  he  likes  to  say  what  he  thinks.  He  is  an 
^cqnaintance  of  the  Muskrat," — this  waa  a 
Dame  by  which  all  the  Indiana  designated  Hat- 
ter,— "and  be  has  lived  in  his  wigwam,  but  he 
is  not  a  friend.  He  wants  no  scalps,  like  a 
miaerable  Indian,  but  fights  like  a  stout-hearted 
pale-face.  The  Muskrat  is  neither  white  nor 
red,  neither  a  beast  nor  a  fish.  He  is  a  water- 
snake;  sometimes  in  the  spring,  and  sometimes 
on  the  land.  He  looks  for  scalps,  like  an  out- 
cast. Hawkeye  can  go  back  and  tell  him  how 
he  has  outwitted  the  Hurons,  how  he  has  es- 
caped; and  when  his  eyes  are  in  a  fog,  when 
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he  can't  see  as  fer  as  from  his  calnn  to  d" 
woods,  tlien  Hawkeye  can  open  die  door  ^ 
the  Hurons.  And  how  will  the  plaoder  be  D' 
Tided  ?  Why,  Hawkeye  will  carry  awtj  4* 
most,  and  the  Hurons  will  take  what  be  Wlf 
choose  to  leave  hehind  him.  The  scalpa  (» 
go  to  Canada,  for  a  pale-fiice  has  no  sstitfo- 
tion  in  them." 

"  Well,  well,  Rivenoak,  for  so  1  hear  '« 
tarin  yoii,  this  is  plain  English  enough,  tbtm^ 
spoken  in  Iroquois.  I  understand  aU  jw 
mean  now,  and  must  say  it  oat-devili  cffi 
Mingo  deviltry !  No  doubt,  'twould  be  euf 
enough  to  go  back  and  tell  the  Muskrat  that  I 
bad  got  away  from  you,  and  gain  some  m^ 
too,  by  the  expl'ite." 

"  Good ;  that  is  what  I  want  the  pslei* 
to  do." 

"Yea— yes — that's  plain  enough.  I  bw* 
what  you  want  me  to  do,  without  more  woi* 
When  inside  the  house  and  eating  the  Mo*" 
rat's  bread,  and  laughing  and  talking  withv* 
pretty  darters,  I  might  put  his  eyes  into"" 
thick  a  fog,  that  he  couldn't  even  see  the  d"*' 
much  less  the  land." 

"  Good !  Hawkeye  should  have  been  bort ' 
Huron!  His  blood  is  not  more  than  '>''' 
white  !" 

'  There  you're  out,  Huron ;  yes,  there  yon''* 


*>'^\ich  out  as  if  j-ou  mistook  a  wolf  for  a  ca- 

'*"««nt.     I'm  wliite  in   blooii,  lieart,  natur', 

"^  gifts,  though  iL  little  red-jikin  in  fwlin's 

*"<!  habitA.     But  when  old  IfuUer's  eye*  are 

*tll  be-fbgged,  and  his  pretty  darters,  jK'rlinps, 

'Ha deep  aleop,  and  Uarr^*  Hurry,  tlitt  Great 

Pine,  as  j-oa  Indians  tarm  Iiim,  is  dr«iuning  of 

anj-  thing  but  mischief,  and  all  suppose  Hnwlc- 

rye  is  acting  aa  a  failliful  sentinel,  nil  I  have  to 

do  is,  to  set  a  torch  somewhere  in  siglit  for  a 

signal,  open  the  door,  and  let  io  the  Hurona, 

to  knock  'cm  all  on  th«  bend." 

"  Surely  my  brother  is  mistaken ;  he  carmot 
b«  white !  lie  is  vrvrtliy  to  he  a  great  chief 
among  the  Ilurons  I" 

"  That  ia  true  enough,  I  dares  to  say,  if  he 
could  do  all  this.  Now  harkce,  Huron,  and 
for  once  hear  a  few  honest  words  from  the 
tnouth  of  a  plain  man.  I  am  a  Christian  bom, 
and  them  that  come  of  such  a  stock,  and  that 
listen  to  the  words  that  were  spoken  to  their 
fathers,  and  will  he  spoken  to  their  diildrcn, 
until  'arlh  and  all  it  holds  perishes,  can  never 
lend  themselves  to  such  wickedness.  Sarcum- 
ventions  in  war  may  he,  and  are,  lawful ;  but 
•arcumventions,  and  decdt,  and  Ureaclicry, 
among  fri'nds,  are  fit  only  for  tlie  jmle-fiicB 
devils.  I  know  that  there  are  white  men 
enoi^h  to  give  you  this  wrong  idee  of  our  na- 
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tur',  but  sucli  nrc  ontnie  to  their  blood 
gifts,  and  ought  to  b«,  if  they  are  not,  ooloHl^ 
tnd  vagabondH.    No  upright  pale-face  oould  do 
whiit  you  vrish,  and  to  be  as  [ilain  with  yos  w 
I  vrifih  to  be,  in  toy  judgment,    no  npri^ 
DcUwarc  cither;  with  a  Mingo  it  may  be  dif- 
ferent." 

The  Huron  listened  to  this  rebuke  vitfae^ 
vious  disgust,  but  lie  had  his  cnde  in  view,  ml 
was  Loo  wily  to  lose  nil  chnnce  of  effcctiac 
thetn  hy  a  precipit^tte  avowal  of  resentmcaL 
Affecting  to  smile,  he  seemed  to  listen  m- 
gerly,  nnd  )i«  tlicn  potidcrcd  on  what  ha 
heard. 

"  Does  liawlceyc  love   tlie   Mtuknt  r" 
abruptly   demanded ;    "  or   does   he   love  lu) 
daughters  ?" 

"Neither,  Mingo.  Old  Tom  ia  not  a  on 
to  gain  my  lore,  and  as  for  the  darters,  Ihejni 
comely  enough  to  gain  the  liking  of  any  yoof 
man ;  but  there's  reason  u;'in  any  very  gitit 
love  for  eitlicr.  Hetty  is  a  good  soul,  hot  a- 
tur'  has  laid  a  heavy  hand  on  her  mind,  pw 
thing!" 

«  And  the  Wild  Rose  !"  exclaimed  the  Ha* 
ron— for  the  fRmc  of  Judith's  beauty  had  sprtad 
among  those  who  could  travel  the  vrildemeia 
as  well  as  the  highway,  hy  means  of  old  ea^'s 
n^'ts,  rocks  and  riven  trees,  known  to  lliea  bf 
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"P*"*  •nd   tradition,  a»   well   as   among   tlia 
wAire  borderers— "  And  ihe  Wild  Rose,  is  ahe 
not  swcct  cnougli  tu  be  put  in  the  bosom  of  my 
bfollier  >•• 

I«'«'"«lttyer  had  far  too  inucb   of  tJie  innate 

g***"*"****!!  to  in»it)uate  aujjht  against  the  fair 

faOJC  "»     oti«  who,  by  nature  and  poaition,  waa 

•o  ^*^''^lv8s;  and  as  lie  did  tioC  choose  to  utter 

oliV»  «>  ^  In.  preferred  being  silent.   The  Huron 

oy»W^Vc  the  motive,  and  iupi>OHed  tliat  disap- 

f<^^^^  affection  lay  at  tbe  bottom  of  his  t«- 

s*'^'*       Still  bent  on  corrupting  or  bribing  his 

Ic*P^*t;,  in  order  to  obuin  |>uH!iesaii(n  of  the 
tieu^rcn  with  whieh  his  iiuaginaliuii  filled  the 
*■«*,  he  pcrxCTCred  in  his  allack. 
"lUwkcyc  is  talking  with  a  friend,"  he  con- 
^utd.  "  lie  knows  that  Rivcnouk  is  a  man 
of  h»  word,  for  they  have  traded  togclh[^^,  and 
trade  opens  the  soul.  My  friend  has  corue 
bere,  on  account  of  a  little  string  held  by  a  girl, 
that  can  pull  tlic  whole  body  of  the  stoutest 

I  warrior  ?" 
"  You  are  nearer  the  truth,  now,  Huron, 
than  yuu*ve  been  afore,  &inco  we  began  to  talk. 
Tliis  ia  true.  But  one  end  of  tliat  siring  was 
not  fast  10  my  heart,  nor  did  tlie  V^'ild  Itose 
hold  Uic  other." 

"  Tliis  is  wouderful  1  Does  my  brother  lore 


ran     3E^3L*I_tTEB. 


—      *  *       li; 


rr-ir 


r-  : 


I.    lEii   rLr.r  :^   lia   heart:  ind  on 
-iilnii  ~iij.   »-■  ziri  against  so  itmt 

■ 1~.  -r— ,  OiT      Tbe  §cr-;i^  yos  mean  is  &d 

—  .-~r—  X  I  ;— iar  I>iia.T-ir« ;  or.e  of  Moto- 
s;l -X  =  =.i.Ti  I— Hi  i----r  tiie  Delawaitt 
^  -:_=  .":-j-_-si:ii  r"  ":.?*  :  =ti  peopie.  tnd  rf 
ir—  ^  ,:  T :iria — Ci^c^=^>i<t  I*?" "^"'^ 
ri-riii  -S^-Tcac.  H :  :iti  ;•;  =:e  hsre,  led  by 
-^T-_^     ^j.    1  -;    r.  _■.  Tii,   :r  niber  com* 

-:l.-      -  r  ^:_.:   :=    ■^-     ..T    -.—jTirllT  of  thw 

. _-r   i..:::^-.   ,-;  i  _rus  ijrthar 

— .     »r-.-^     :_=■  rr;   :-  :•■ — :~ e  i*  '^^X  to 


r^  It;.-- 


-"^il  ;.s'-i  it  IB 
-.  ..L-  iein." 

:i--  — ■•■Vroihtf. 
r.r  :.-:  irs:  rJM 

:-.i-;;r,Ti-s  ji'ilw 
■  :•:,  ;  <:n:  :!£«•• 


:^..   -.L-.Ti  v^  :l :..L  ? il^ »lw« 


214 


TUB  OBBIULATBIt. 


in  his  h«ad,  and  ttot  in  his  bmt  ?  \ai 
the  F«eble-Miiiil  pull  so  hard  aj^unst  so  : 


"I'here  it  is  ag'in;  sometiines  right 
Hoitietinics  wrung  !  The  string  yoo  mesa  ii  fart ' 
to  ttie  heart  of  a  great  Dehtvrare ;  one  of  Molb- 
ma  stock  iii  fact,  Uving  among  the  DelanRt 
since  tho  dUparsion  of  his  own  people,  tA  li 
the  laaiily  of  Uncus — Cliiagachgook  by  bum, 
or  Great  Sarpcot.  He  hus  come  here,  led  bi 
the  string,  and  I've  followed,  or  rathef  com 
afore,  for  I  got  here  first,  pulled  by  notkiaf 
stronger  than  fri'iidxhip;  which  is  >tmg 
enough  for  such  as  arc  uoX  niggardly  of  tfedr 
fieelin's,  and  are  willing  tu  Uro  a  little  for  thai 
fellow-crcatur's,  as  well  as  for  themselres." 

"  Bui  a  string  has  two  ends — one  is  fast  • 
the  mind  of  a  Nfnhican,  and  the  other — V 

"  Why  tbo  other  was  here  dose  to  the  te, 
Iialf  an  hour  since.  Wali-tal-Wah  lield  it  ■ 
her  hand,  if  she  didn't  hold  it  to  her  heart." 

*'  1  utiderstund  what  you  tuean,  my  brotlMT," 
rctomed  the  Indian  gravely,  for  the  first  biac 
catching  a  direct  clue  to  tJie  adventures  of  lh> 
evening.  "  Thv  Great  Serpent  being  stroi^cat, 
pulled  the  hardest,  and  Hist  was  forced  to 
leave  us." 

"  1  don't  think  there  was  mach  pulling  i 
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^t''  answered  tlie  other,  laughing   always   in 
''tt  ulcnt  manner,  witli  ks  much  heurtincss  lu 
ifhe  were  not  *  captive,  un<l  in  danger  of  tor- 
lure  or  tleatli.    "  I  don't  tliink  there  was  much 
pulling  about  it ;  no,  1  don't.     Lord  help  you, 
Huron  J  he  likes  tlie  gal,  and  the  gal  likes  lum, 
and  it  surpaHJied  Huron  sarcumventions  to  keep 
two  yoDng  people  apart,  when  tliere  nas  so 
strong  a  feclin*  to  hiing*  em  together." 

"And    llawkeve   and    Chingacbgook   canw 
into  oar  camp  on  tliis  errand,  only  }" 

"  Tbat'ii  a  tjucstion  that  'U  answer  itself, 
Miiigo !  Yes,  if  a  question  could  talk,  it  would 
answer  itself  to  your  pariect  satisfaction.  For 
what  else  should  we  come  ?  And  yet,  it  isn't 
exactly  so,  neither;  for  wc  didn't  come  into 
yoar  camp  at  all,  but  only  as  far  as  that  pine, 
there,  that  you  s«c  on  the  other  side  of  the 
ridge,  where  wc  stood  watching  your  move- 
mciits  and  conduct,  as  long  as  we  liked.  When 
we  were  ready,  the  Surpent  gave  his  signal,  and 
then  all  went  just  as  it  should,  down  to  the 
moment  when  yonder  vagabond  leaped  upon 
my  back.  Sartain  ;  we  came  for  that,  anil  for 
tio  other  purpose,  and  we  got  what  we  came 
for;  there's  no  use  in  pretending  otherwise. 
Hist  is  off  with  a  man  who's  the  next  thing  to 
ber  husband,  and  come  what  will  to  me,  lAal't 
one  good  thin|[  detarmined." 
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"  Wh«t  sign  or  signa)  told  ibe  yoan^  nui^ 
tliat  her  loTcr  n-iia  nigh  ?"  asked  lli«  old  Wvm, 
with  more  curiosity  than  it  was  usual  forlB 
to  bi-lrnjr, 

Dccnla)-er  laughed  again,  and  seemed  to  ■ 
joy  tlie  success  of  tlie  exploit  nitlt  u  maA 
gle«,  as  if  he  liod  not  been  tu  vietim. 

"  Your  squirrels  are  great 
Mingo!'"  he  criwi.  Mill  btughiiig  —  "jHl 
they're  snrtainly  great  gaiUbouts  I  VHtea 
other  folks'  squirrels  are  at  home  and  asleep, 
yourn  keep  in  motion  among  tlie  trees  sod 
diirrup  and  sing,  in  a  wny  lliut  even  a  DelawaR 
gal  can  understand  their  music  I  Well,  tben^ 
four-legged  squirrels,  and  tliere*!  Iwc^kggcd 
squirrclH,  and  give  me  the  last,  when  there's  a 
good  tight  string  atween  two  hearts.  If  oat 
brings  'eui  togctiier,  t'other  tells  when  to  pall 
hardest  !" 

The  Huron  looked  vexed,  though  be  HK- 
ceeded  in  supjiressing  any  rioknt  exhitntioii  of 
resentment.  He  soon  quitted  his  prisuntn^ 
and  joining  the  rest  of  his  warrioM,  Ite  con* 
munic«ted  the  substance  of  what  he  liad  leorsed. 
As  in  bis  own  case,  admir«tioa  wis  mingled  wilh 
anger  at  the  boldness  and  succe&s  of  thoT 
ODcmics.  Titrve  or  four  of  tlicni  ascended  ths 
little  acclivity,  and  giBcd  at  the  tree  vlicn  it 
was   understood  the   adventurers   had  potted 
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""^^^wlves,   and  even  one   descended  it,  utd 

'^^incd  for  foot-prinu  kround  iU  roots,  in 

"'^^r  to  make  sore   that  tito  statement  was 

^*'*t.   The  result  confinncd  the  story  of  the 

t^ptiw,  and  they  all  returned  to  the  6re  with 

■nomsed  wonder  and  rea|>cet.     The  mensengcr 

*bo  had  arrived  with  some  communieatioii  ^m 

the   party  aboTC,   while   the    two  adTcnturers 

vere  watching  the  csmp,  was  now  dispatched 

with  some   answer,   and    douh()c&9  bore  with 

him  the  intelligence  of  all  tliat  had  happened. 

Down  to  this  moment,  the  young  Indian  who 
bad  hem  seen  walking  in  company  with  Hist, 
and  another  female,  had  made  no  advances  to 
any  oommunicaUon  with  Dccrslayer.  He  had 
held  himself  aloof  from  his  friends  even,  pasft- 
ing  near  tlic  bevy  of  younger  women  who  were 
daatcring  together,  apart  as  usual,  and  cor> 
Tcrscd  in  low  tones  on  the  subject  of  the  csc»pe 
of  their  late  ooropaoion.  Pcrhnps  it  would  bo 
true  to  say,  that  thew  last  were  pleased  as  woU 
aa  Texed  at  what  had  just  occurred.  Tbcir 
finnale  sympathies  were  with  tlie  lovers,  while 
their  pride  was  hound  up  in  the  success  of 
their  own  tribe.  It  is  possible,  too,  that  the 
superior  personal  advantages  of  Hist  rciKlcred 
her  dangrrous  to  some  of  the  younger  part  of 
the  group,  and  tlier  were  not  sorry  to  find  she 
VOL.    tl.  1. 
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WHS  no  longer  in  tlio  way  of  their  omi  ae^ 
dancy.  On  the  whole,  bowcrcr,  the  Ult^ 
feeling  WAS  most  prcTKlvnt ;  for  nettlxr  di* 
wild  condition  in  which  tliey  Urcd,  thediMii' 
prejudices  of  tribes,  nor  their  hard  fortnui  tf 
Indiiin  women,  could  entirely  conqoa  te 
inextin^ishable  leaning  of  their  sex  U  tbe 
affections.  One  of  the  girts  even  laogkii  ' 
tlic  disconsolate  look  of  the  swun  who  mi^ 
fancy  himself  deserted,  a  circumstance  tht 
M«mcd  suddenly  to  arouse  his  encT]giM)  u^ 
induced  him  to  move  towards  Uic  log, » 
which  the  prisoner  was  still  seated,  drjrift  b* 
clothes. 

«  This  is  Caumoant  \"  said  the  Itiimt 
striking  his  hand  boastfully  on  his  naked  bn^ 
as  he  uttered  the  words,  in  a  manstf  >■> 
show  how  muclk  weight  he  ezpect«d  thta  » 
carry. 

"This  is  Hawkeye,*'  qoictly  returneii 
slnyer,  adopting  the  name  by  which  be 
he  wouhl  be  known  in  future  amor^  lit  i 
tribes  of  the  Iroquois.     "  My  sight  is  Vea- ' 
my  brother's  leap  long  >" 

"  From  here  to  the  Delaware  nll^es. 
eye  lias  stolen  my  wife:    he   must  biinfl 
hack,  or  his  scalp  will  tuuig  on  a  pole,  vii ' 
in  my  wigwrun." 
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"  n^vkerc  has  stolen  notliin;;,  Huron.  He 
doesD't  cutnc  of  k  Uiicving  breed,  nor  hu  he 
ttienngpft*.  Your  wife,  u  you  call  Wali-ta!- 
Wah,  will  never  be  tiie  wife  of  any  red-skin  of 
tlie  C^nitdas ;  her  n^iiid  is  in  the  cabin  of  a 
Debiit'are,  and  her  body  has  gone  to  find  it. 
The  catamount  is  actyfe,  I  know ;  but  its  legs 
csn*t  keep  paoc  with  a  woman's  vrishea." 

•'  The  Serpent  of  the  Dclawarca  is  a  dog :  he 
is  a  poor  buU-pout,  tliut  keeps  in  the  water ; 
be  is  afraid  to  stand  on  tiic  hard  earth,  like  a 
bravv  Indian !" 

"  Well,  well,  Huroo,  that's  pretty  impudent, 
considering  it's  not  an  hour  since  the  Sarpcnt 
stood  within  a  hundred  feet  of  you,  and  would 
hare  tried  the  toughness  of  your  skin  witli  a 
riile-bullel,  when  I  pointed  you  out  to  him, 
hadu't  I  laid  the  weif;ht  of  a  Uttk  judgment 
on  bia  hand.  You  may  take  in  timesome  gals 
in  tlie  setlteraents,  with  your  cntsmount  whine ; 
but  the  can  of  a  man  can  tell  truth  from  on- 
trulh." 

**  Uist  laughs  at  him !  She  sees  he  is  lame, 
■od  a  poor  hunter,  and  he  has  never  been  ou  a 
vsr-patl).  She  will  take  a  man  for  a  husband, 
aod  not  a  fooL" 

"  How  do  you  know  that,  Catamount  ?  how 
do    you    know   that;"    returned    Deerslayer, 
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laughing.     ^  She  has  gune  into  the  lake,  m 
see,  aiid  maybe  she  prefers  a  trout  toamoi^ 
cat.      As  for  war-paths,  Deither   the  SarpOt 
nor  I  liavc  much  cxpcr'cncc,  we  are  readf  te 
ovrn ;  but  if  you  don't  call  this  one,  yon  onHt 
tarm  it,  what  the  gals  in  the  setUemeDts  tan 
iti  the  high  road  to  matriaiony.    Take  ny 
adrice.  Catamount,  and  search  for  a  wifeuHni 
the  iiuron  young  women  ;    you'll   nenr  gt 
one,  with  a  willing  mind,  from  among  the  Odt- 
wares." 

Catamount's  hand  fcU  for  hia  tomahnk, 
and  when  the  fingers  reached  the  handle,  thej 
worked  oonvulsiTely,  as  if  ih^  owner  hedtaiad 
between  policy  and  resentment.  At  this  criti- 
cal moment,  Kirenoak  approached,  ai>d,  liy  a 
gesture  of  nuthofity,  induced  the  yoong  nu 
to  retire,  auuming  hin  former  position,  hiaiMlf, 
on  tlie  log,  at  tlie  side  of  Deerslayer.  Here  bt 
continued  silent  for  a  little  time,  maini 
the  grave  rescr^-e  of  an  Indian  chief. 

"  Hawkeye  is  right,"  the  Iixiqouis  at 
began  ;  "  his  sight  is  so  strong  that  he  cmo 
tmtb  in  a  dark  night,  and  our  eyes  have  ben 
blinded.  He  is  an  owl,  darkness  hiding  bo- 
thing  from  him.  He  ought  not  to  strike  tit 
friends.     He  is  right." 

"  I'm  glad  you  think  ao,  Miikgo,"  retwnad 
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fte  other,  "  for  a  tnitor,  in  my  judgment,  is 
vone  than  m  coward.  I  care  as  little  ftir  the 
Muidcrat;  as  one  pale-facc  ought  to  care  for 
another;  but  I  care  too  much  for  him,  to 
ambush  him  in  the  way  you  wished.  In  short, 
accordtnj{  to  my  idcea,  any  sorcumventionsi, 
except  open-war  Harcuniveiitioiis,  are  ■g'iu 
both  law,  and  wliat  we  whites  ctdl '  gospel' 
too." 

"My  pale'fnce  brother  is  right;  he  is  no 
Indian,  to  forget  his  Manitou  and  his  colour. 
The  Hurons  know  that  they  have  a  great  war- 
rior for  tli«ir  prisoner,  and  they  will  treat  him 
as  one.  If  he  is  to  he  tortured,  his  torment* 
ahull  be  such  u  no  common  man  can  bear ;  and 
if  he  b  to  be  treated  as  a  friend,  it  will  l>e  the 
friendship  of  chiefs." 

As  tlie  Huron  uttered  this  extraordinary 
assurance  of  considcrutton,  his  eye  furtively 
glanoecl  at  the  countenance  of  his  listener,  in 
order  to  discover  how  he  stood  the  compli- 
ment ;  chough  his  gravity  and  apparent  sincerity 
would  hare  prevented  any  man  bat  one  prac- 
tised in  artifices,  from  detecting  his  motives. 
Deerslayer  belonged  to  the  cla&s  of  the  un- 
nt^cious ;  and  acquainted  with  the  Indian 
notions  of  what  constituted  respect,  in  mattcnt 
connected  with  the  treatment  of  captives,  he 


felt  his  blood  chill  at  the  announccmenti  m 
while  be  maintained  ui  asipect  so  ttecMf  tfal 
his  quick-sighted  enemy  could  discortr  iB  il 
ngna  of  n-caknesB. 

"  God  bas  put  roe  in  yoar  liandt,  H 
the  captive  at  length  unswercd,  "  and  I 
you  will  act  your  vill  on  me.  I  aball  not  ttoan 
of  vhat  I  can  do,  under  torment^  for  I've  nenr 
been  tried,  and  no  man  can  say  till  be  bai 
been ;  but  I'll  do  my  endivours  not  lo  dn^nn 
the  people  among  whom  1  i;ut  my  tninuif. 
HowscYer,  I  ynzh  yoo  now  to  bear  witam, 
that  I'm  attogGther  of  white  blood,  and,  ia  > 
nat'ral  way  of  white  giAa,  too ;  m,  tbould  I  h« 
overeome  and  forget  myvelf,  I  hope  yoa'D  by 
the  fault  where  it  properly  belongs  j  and  la  mi 
manner  put  it  on  the  Delswareii,  or  tbttr  tOka 
and  friends  the  Mohicans.  We're  all  eiutii 
with  more  or  less  weakness,  and  I'm  tkmii 
it's  a  pale-face's  to  give  in  under  great  bodiy 
tonncnt,  when  a  red-skin  will  sing  hia  m»f^ 
and  boast  of  bis  deeds  in  the  very  teetb  af  to 
focal" 

"  We  Nliall  *e«.  Hawkeye  has  a  good 
tcnance,  and  lie  is  tough  But  why  ahould  W 
be  tormented,  when  the  Ilurons  lore  his? 
He  is  not  bom  their  enemy ;  and  the  death  of 
one  warrior  will  not  cast  a  cloud  between  tbia 
for  ever." 
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"  So  much  the  bettor,  Huron  ;  so  much  the 
better.  Still  1  don't  wish  to  owe  any  thing  to 
t  mistftkc  about  each  other's  meaning.  It  ia 
■o  much  the  better  tjtat  you  bear  no  malice  for 
the  loss  of  m  warrior  who  fell  in  war ;  and  yet 
it  is  onlruc  that  tlicrc  is  no  inmity — lawful 
inmity  I  mcsn,  atween  us.  So  far  as  t  have 
red-skin  foelin's  at  all,  IVe  Delaware  fcelin's; 
and  1  leave  you  to  judge  for  yourself,  how 
(or  they  arc  likely  to  bo  fri'ndly  to  the 
Mingos.** 

Dceralayer  cea«ed,  for  a  sort  of  spectre 
stood  before  him  that  put  a  sudden  stop  to 
his  words,  and,  indeed,  caused  him  for  a 
moment  to  doubt  the  fidelity  of  his  boasted 
vision.  Hetty  Hotter  was  standing  at  the 
side  of  the  fire,  as  quietly  as  if  she  belonged 
to  the  tribe. 

As  the  hunter  and  the  Indian  sat  watching 
the  emotions  thai  were  betrayed  in  each  other's 
ouuntcnnncc,  the  girl  had  approached  unnuticed. 
doabtlcas  ascending  from  the  beach  on  the 
soathcm  side  of  the  point,  or  that  next  to 
the  spot  where  the  ark  had  anchon'.d,  and  had 
advanced  to  tlic  fire  with  the  fearlessness  that 
belonged  to  her  simplicity,  and  which  was  ccr^ 
tainly  justified  by  the  treatment  formerly  re- 
ceived from  tiiu  [ndians.     As  soon  u  Hivenuak 


224 


TUB    DBRRSLAYBR. 


perceived  the  girl,  she  was  recognisod,  vA 
calling  to  tvo  or  three  of  the  younger  ntnA 
the  diief  acnt  tliem  oat  to  reoonnoitref  Icat  i** 
appearanoe  sliould  be  tlterorerunner  ofanaOi" 
attack.     He  then  niutiuned  tu  Hetty  to 
near. 

"  I  hope  your  viiit  is  a  sign  that  the  S«pen' 
and  Hist  are  in  aafcty,  Hetty,"  s&jd  DetT' 
slayer,  as  soon  as  the  girl  had  complied  witbtik^ 
Huron's  request.  "  1  don't  think  you'd  coo^ 
ashore  ag'in,  on  the  ar'nM  that  biougbt  Jf^- 
here  afore." 

"  Juditli    told  me  to  come  tliis  time,  Detr  — 
slayer,"    Hetty    replied ;    *'  ahe    paddled  mtf* 
ashore  lieraelT  in  a  canoe,  as  soon  as  the  So- 
pent  had  shown  her  Hist,  and  told  his  starr- 
How  handsome  Hist  is  to-night,  DcerslayeTk 
and  how  much  hajipier  she  looks  than  wbca 
she  was  with  the  Hurons  1" 

"That's  natur*.  gal;  yes,  that  may  tw  td 
down  an  human  nator*.  She's  with  her  be> 
trotlied,  and  no  longer  fears  a  Mingo  husbui 
In  my  judgment,  Juilith,  herself,  would  kUB 
most  of  her  beauty  if  she  thought  she  wailo 
bestow  it  all  on  a  Mingo  !  Content  b  a  put 
fortifier  of  good  looks;  and  111  warrant  fiWi 
Hist  IS  contented  enough,  now  slie  n  out  d 
the  lianda  of  these  miscreant*,  and  with  hw 
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■en  wuTtor !     Did  jrou  say  that  your  sister 
jvu  to  cotne  nshore — why  should  Juditli 

She  bid  me  come  to  jwe  yott,  and  to  try 

penmule  the  savnges  to  take  mure  cU- 

at«  to  let  you  ofT;  but  I've  brought  tlie 

Le  with  tne— /An/  will  do  more  than  all  the 

"banta  in  father's  chest  1" 

And  your  father,  good  little  Hetty — and 
nj  ;  did  they  know  of  your  ar'n'd  i'' 

Nothing.    Both  are  a&leep ;  and  Judith 

the  Serpent  thought  it  beat  they  should  not 
Tuke,  lest  they  might  want  to  eome  again 
r  scalps,  when  Hist  had  told  them  how 
warriors,  and  how  many  women  and 
fan  there  were  in  the  caiup.  Judith  would 
" ine  no  peace,  till  I  had  come  ashore,  to 
what  had  happened  to  you." 

Well,  that's  remarkable,  as  consanis  Ju> 

t     Why  should  she  feci  so  much  unsar- 
ty  about  me  ?     Ay,  I  see  how  it  is,  now ; 

I  see  into  the  whole  matter,  now.  You 
t  understand,  Hetty,  that  your  aister  is 
ay  lest  Harry  March  shnuM  wake,  and 
!  blundering  here  into  tlio  hands  of  the 
y  ag'in,  onder  some  idee  that,  being  a 
:Uiiig  comrade,  he  ought  help  me  in  this 
cr!     Hurry  is  a  blunderer,  I  will  allow ; 
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but  I  don*t  think  be'd  risk  m  mnch  for  nr 
rake,  as  he  would  for  bis  own." 

"  Judith  don't  care  for  Hurry,  though  Huni 
cares  for  her,"  replied  Hetty  innooently,  bit 
quite  positively. 

"  I've  lieard  Tou  say  as  much  as  that  iJoR ; 
yes,  I've  hoard  that  from  you,  afore,  gil)  mA 
yet  it  isn't  trac.  One  don't  lire  in  a  tribe, 
not  to  see  something  of  the  way  in  m\uA 
liking  works  in  a  woman's  henrt.  Hio*^  no 
way  given  to  mnrrying  myvclf,  I're  been  ■ 
looker-on  among  the  DeUwares,  and  this  ti  a 
matter  in  which  imte-fiice  and  red-skia  |^ 
are  all  us  one  the  xanie.  When  the  ftebn*  !>•• 
gins,  the  young  wonuui  is  tbougbtful.  and  lai 
no  eytx  or  ears  oiileKi  fi^r  tlie  warrior  thai  baa 
taken  her  fancy  ;  then  follows  meUaeholy  Mid 
sighing,  und  such  sort  of  actiuna ;  sAer  wlacb, 
especially  if  niattera  don't  come  tu  plain  dit- 
courve,  she  often  flics  round  to  bsckbitiag 
and  fiiutt-tinding,  blaming  the  youth  Air  tk 
very  things  &hc  likes  best  in  him.  Some  JMIC 
creator's  are  forward  in  tliis  way  of  thovis| 
their  love,  and  I'm  of  opinion,  Judith  Lioo 
of  'em.  Now,  I've  heard  her  as  much  v 
deny  tliat  iturry  was  good* looking ;  and  iW 
young  woman  who  cuuld  do  that,  must  bt  kt 
gone  indeed." 


TOB   DSBBBLATBR. 


227 


"  TTw  yonng  woman  who  liked  Ilmry  would 
own  that  he  is  handsome.  I  think  Hurry  ut-rj 
bandsomc,  Dccnlajrer,  and  I'm  sure  every- 
body must  Uiink  so,  that  has  cye«.  Joditb 
don't  like  Harry  March,  and  that's  the  reason 
she  finds  fnult  witJi  him." 

"  Well— wcU — my  good  httle  Hetty,  have  it 
your  own  way.  If  wc  should  tnik  from  now 
till  winter,  each  would  think  as  at  present ;  and 
there's  no  use  in  words.  1  must  believe  that 
Jadith  is  mudi  wrapped  up  in  Hutt}-,  and  that, 
sooner  or  later  slie'U  have  him  ;  &iid  this,  too, 
■lU  the  more  from  the  manner  iu  which  9ihe 
abuses  him ;  and  1  dare  to  say,  you  think  just 
the  contrary.  But  mind  what  I  now  tell  you, 
gal,  and  pretend  not  to  know  it,"  continued 
this  being,  who  was  so  ot>tu»e  on  a  point  on 
which  men  are  usually  quick  enough  to  make 
discoveries,  and  so  acute  In  matters  that  would 
baffle  the  ohscn-ation  of  much  the  greater 
porUon  of  mankind ;  "  1  see  liow  it  i.t,  witb 
these  vagabonds.  Rivenoak  has  left  us,  you 
sec,  and  is  talking  yonder  with  his  young  men ; 
and  thoggh  too  far  to  bo  heard,  I  can  see  what 
be  is  telling  them.  Their  orders  is  to  watch 
your  luoroments,  and  to  find  ivbera  tlie  canoe 
is  to  meet  you,  to  take  you  liock  to  tlie  ark, 
aiid  then  to  seize  all  mid  what  tlicy  can.     I'm 
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,  bsIdv,  oonfidential,  ■ndncnungHB' 
i  ~  iBn  yoB  nttT  tmit  mtt  to  oitt4t  nv 
b£u  a>  diem  sU.     1  know  1  wmkH^ 
.  bmt  Itc got  amr  lonb and  joAm 
^MT  FB  «se  it  in  gettii^  back,  wlieii  my  ■!■' 

^A!b'  Be,  poorgil;  Tm  aftnrd  aDO^ 
CBSET  wd  tbao  done.  Tley'ie  a  vcnoDW 
jes  <x  iq<}->a,  and  thor  p*isoa*s  wne  tbc 
££^3R  Kv  ibe  loss  of  Hist.  WeU  I'm  ^ 
T=M  SaspcE.!  vas  the  one  to  get  off  with  Ac 
fCz  f.v  sov  tb^re^il  be  two  happy,  attnri; 
■'SKieMi.  h^d  i«  ^en  into  the  hands  cf  the 
Mi^s^'o.  tbeie'd  been  two  miseiaUe,  ud 
■a.'Cber  sir  ffo:3  leelin*  as  a  man  likes  to  feeL" 

-  N^w  TOO  pat  me  in  mind  of  a  part  <d  ntj 
«ncid.  :hal  1  had  almost  forgotten,  Deerslayer. 
Jadith  told  me  to  ask  you  what  yon  tlioi^t 
tne  Huvns  woold  do  with  yoa  if  yon  eonldn\ 
be  boofiit  oC  and  what  the  had  best  do  to 
serre  yvwa.  Yes.  ihis  was  the  most  important 
put  Ql  the  errand — what  she  had  best  do  in 
order  to  serre  too," 

■>  That's  as  yoa  think,  Hetty ;  bat  it's  no 
mattex.     Young  women  are   apt  to  lay  moit 
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^W^**  on  what  mOKt  togchcft  tbdr  feefin't— bat 
no  fl^tMter ;  l«ve  it  your  uwn  wit,  lo  yon  be 
Ivotc^fff^l  „Qi  la   let  the  r^abonds  get  the 
*'"*Wry  of  a  caiioc.     Wheu   you  get  bade  to 
'''*  *A,  teU  'eu  to  keep  dose,  «id  to  kttf 
""^itg  too,  most  espedelly  at  nJi^t.    Manjr 
"Oon  can't  go  by  without  tbe  troope  on  the 
•I'cr  hearing  of  this  pwty,  and  then  your 
Ai'iida   may  look  for  relief.     "Hs  but  a  day's 
mtrch   from   the  nearest    garrison,  and    true 
sohlicrs  will  never  liv  idle  with  tbe  foe  in  their 
neighbourhood.    This  is  my  ndvice,  and  you 
may  say  to  your  father  and  Hurry  that  scalp- 
hunting  will  be  a  poor  business  now,  as  the 
Mingoea  are  up  and  awake,   and  nothing  can 
t»re  'em    'till  the  troops  come,  except  keep- 
it^  a  good  belt  of  water  atween  'em  and  the 
ansgea." 

**  What  shall  I  tell  Juditli  about  you,  Deer- 
slayer?  I  know  she  will  send  me  hnck  again, 
if  1  don't  bring  her  liie  truth  about  you.'' 

"  Then  tell  lurr  Uie  truth.  1  see  no  renaon 
Judith  Ilutter  shouldn't  hear  tlie  trvih  idwut 
mc  as  well  as  a  tie,  I'm  a  eaptyvc  in  Indian 
hands,  and  Pruridcnce  only  knows  wlint  will 
come  of  it  I  Uark'ee,  Hetty — "  dropping  his 
voice  and  s))eaking  still  nton:  eonlidcntiidly, 
you  are  a  tittle  weak-minded,  it  must  be  al- 
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■rt  yoQ  UMB  Kwrtiimg  sf  Tfidiiifc 
Hen  I  BCQ  IB  titar  baodsr  *K<r  hxnng  dita 
ooe  oltfatir  stootest  wvnon,  tad  tbej'n  bM 


to«tak  Bpon  nw, 
to  betny  TDor  bihcr  radiOit 
tbea*L  I  nnderatand  ibe  bbritgntTda  ■»  wfl 
M  if  they'd  told  it  aU  oot  pbiniy  witli  tbat 
Tbej  bold  np  sniiee  •fui*  bc  m 

I  nde.  and  fen- OB  ^oUwr,  nd  think  boMtr 
wiD  give  wmy  rtBimi  ^wt  both.  Bal  bt  nor 
fttfcar  tad  HoTTT  know  'tis  owleas ;  u  die 
Swpent.  V  knovs  it  alrcBr^." 

"  Bat  vhat  sh«U  1  tell  Jm&A  /^— She  viU 
oertainlr  send  me  badt  if  I  don't  satiifr  ^ 
mind." 

"  WeU,  teU  JtxSth  the  same.  No  doubt  ik 
■m^cs  will  try  the  tonoents  to  make  me  pn 
in  and  to  mrnge  the  loss  of  thnr  wamor,  M 
I  roiBt  hold  out  aj;*in  natural  weaknns  in  tbe 
bot  manner  I  can.  Ynn  ma;^  tell  Judith  to 
ftet  no  eonsarn  oo  my  arcoont— it  wUl  cmm 
hard  I  know,  seeing  that  a  white  man's  gib 
don't  run  to  boastin:;  and  nnging  oadcr  lor* 
ment,  for  he  generally  feels  smalleat  wbcn  ht 
voffers  most — but  you  may  tell  her  not  to  bi** 
any  consam.  1  think  I  shall  make  oat  to  i 
it :  end  she  mav  rely  on  this,  let  me  give  ia  i 
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vrbite.  by  wailioga,  aod  '. 
tears,  yet  HI  nercr  &U  m  6r  ••  t»  Wiibj  mj 
friends.  When  it  f;ets  to  bunaag  kale*  bi  the 
drsli  with  healed  ramrods^  and  to  fc*"*™;  the 
body,  nnil  tearing  ifae  hair  oot  by  tka  raata, 
naiur'  iiiny  get  the  vtppBt  band,  lo  &r  m  groMM 
and  ooniplaints  an  cooMmed,  bat  there  the 
triumph  of  the  ragabondi  will  end ;  nothing 
abort  of  God's  abandoning  him  to  the  drrils, 
can  make  an  Itooeat  coin  ontnie  to  hu  colour 
and  duty." 

Hetty  listened  with  great  attention,  and  her 
mild  but  speaking  countenance  manifested  a 
strong  sympathy  in  the  anticipal£d  acoity  of 
tlic  supposititious  sufferer.  At  lint  the  teemed 
mt  a  loss  how  to  act ;  then,  taking  a  hand  of 
Doertlayer's,  she  affectionately  recommended 
to  him  to  borrow  her  Bible,  and  to  read  in  it 
while  the  savages  were  inflicting  their  torment*. 
When  the  other  honestly  admitted  that  it  ex- 
ceeded his  power  to  read,  she  even  volunteered 
to  remain  mth  him,  and  to  perform  this  holy 
office  in  person.  Tlie  <iffcr  was  gently  declined^ 
and  Rivvnoak  >>eing  itbout  to  join  them,  Doer- 
slayer  requested  the  girl  tii  Iea\-e  him,  first  en- 
joining hcragiun  to  tell  tlinse  in  the  ark  to  have 
full  confidence  in  liis  fidelity.  Hetty  now 
walked  away,  and  njipronchod  tlie  group  of  fe- 


232  THE    DEER8LAYER. 

rtuiea  with  as  much  confidence  and  self-posw- 
sion  as  if  she  were  a  native  of  the  tribe.   Oa 
the  other  hand,  the  Huron  resumed  his  sent  lij 
the  side  of  his  prisoner,  the  one  continuing  to 
ast  questions  with  all  the  wily  ingenuity  of  t 
practi&ed     Indian    counsellor,    and    the    othu 
baffling  him  by  the  very  means  that  are  knovn 
to   be   the   most  efhcactous   in   defeating  the 
finesse  of  the  more  pretending   diplomacjr  of 
(nvilizntion,  or  by  confining  his  answers  to  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  only. 
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CHAPTER  VHI. 


^^B  "  llias  died  the  i  MTrr  toon  on  brr 

'      Shall  nwnw  light,  or  ihaoir-    Sh«  vu  sol  OMile 
Thruugh  y«n  or  ntooni  tkc  (aa«r  wtiybl  lo  bcsr, 
Wliieh  nildvr  baarto  ndure  121  iWy  an  laid 
Bf  If*  in  «afl)i  (  h*r  lUp  and  ftettan  were 
Brkf  but  dFllgblful— Micb  u  had  oai  *uy«d 
Lent  BilL  bfT  diUiny  t  tiul  ibc  tlnp*  well 
8]r  ihe  ara-aboM  wberaoa  %ht  loT«d  la  davH." 

'  Tb  r  yoong  men  wtio  hftd  been  sent  oat  to 
leconnoitiv,  on  tlie  sudden  ippCBntnoa  of  Hetty 
Don  returned  tu  report  ttieir  want  of  success 
B  making  any  dUcoven-.  One  of  them  liad 
nn  bc«n  nlung  tiiv  beach  w  ftr  >s  the  spot 
lipoititc  U)  tbi-  ark,  but  the  dsrkoees  had  com* 
letdy  conoGsIod  tlint  ressel  from  hu  notice. 
ptfaent  bid  examined  in  different  directions, 
|nd  everywhere  the  stillness  of  night  was 
Ided    to   Uie    stlenoe    and   solitude    of    the 


y 


is. 


It  wM  consequently  believed  that  the  girl 
come  alone,  ta  on  her  former  <ri«ti  and  on 
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some  similar  errand.  The  Iroqaois 
nuit  that  the  ark  had  left  the  castJe,  and  thm 
were  movements  projected,  if  not  in  tbe  count 
of  actual  execution,  by  this  time,  which  ttm 
grcatlj'  added  to  the  seme  o[  semrttjr.  A 
watch  WM  set,  therefore,  and  all  but  tht 
aentiiicU  disposed  tlicmiiclvcs  to  sleep. 

Sufficient  care  was  had  to  tbe  safe 
of  the  captive,  without  inflicting  on  him 
unnecessary  suffering ;  and,  «■  for  Hetty, 
was  permitted  to  6nd  a  place  among  tbe  Imba 
girls  in  the  best  manner  she  could.  She  lU 
not  And  the  friendly  offioea  of  Hist,  tboo^  bs 
character  not  only  bestowed  impunity  fno 
pain  and  captivity,  but  it  procured  forbst 
connderation  and  an  attention  that  phced  hA 
on  tbe  score  of  comfort,  quite  on  a  level  with  ibt 
wild  but  gentle  beings  around  her.  She  n* 
Hupplied  with  a  skin,  and  made  Iter  own  bed  « 
a  pile  of  boughs  a  Utile  apart  from  tbe  huta 
Here  ahe  was  soon  in  a  profound  sleep,  like  iD 
around  her. 

There  were  now  thirteen  men  in  the  {MfTi, 
and  three  kept  watch  at  a  time.  One  remaiad 
in  shadow,  not  far  from  the  6rc,  however.  IU» 
duty  was  to  guard  the  captive,  to  take  canthtf 
the  fire  ncitlier  blazed  up  so  as  to  iilnmiaiU 
the  spot,  nor  yet  become  wtiuUy  cxtingwishsJ. 
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and  to  beep  kii  eye  f^rmlly  on  the  slate  of 
the  ouDp.  Another  pa«icd  ironi  one  b«>vch  to 
the  other,  croasiog  the  base  of  the  point,  while 
tbe  tliird  kept  raoTing  slowl)*  nround  the  stntid 
on  its  outer  extremity,  to  prevent  a  repetitiOD 
of  tbe  surprise  that  had  already  taken  place 
that  night.  ThU  arrangement  waa  far  from 
being  OBuat  among  savages,  who  ordinarily  rely 
more  on  tbe  secrecy  of  their  movements,  than 
on  vigilance  of  this  nature ;  but  it  had  been 
called  for  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  circum- 
stancea  in  which  the  Hurons  were  now  placed. 
Their  position  was  known  to  their  foes,  and  it 
could  not  easily  be  changed  at  an  hour  which 
demanded  rest.  Perhaps,  too.  they  placed 
moat  of  their  confidenc«  on  the  knowledge 
of  what  they  believed  to  be  passing  higher  up 
the  lake,  and  which,  it  was  thought,  would 
fttlly  occupy  the  whole  of  the  pale-laces,  who 
were  at  liberty,  with  their  Nulitary  Indian  ally. 
It  was  also  probable  Rtvenuak  was  aware, 
that,  in  holding  his  captive,  he  had  in  hia 
own  hands  the  most  dangerous  of  all  hia 
enemies. 

The  precision  witlt  which  those  accustomed 
to  watchfulness,  or  lives  of  disturbed  rest,  sleep, 
u  not  the  least  of  the  phenomena  of  our  my*, 
terioos  bang.    The  head  is  no  sooner  on  the 
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pillow  thnn  consciousness  is  tost ;  and  ytt,  tt 
neoDSsary  hour,  thu  mind  appears  to  aroosttk 
Ijody.  as  promptif  as  if  it  liad  stood  seiiul 
tlie  while  over  it.  There  can  be  no  donbt  ihl 
tliey  who  arc  thus  roused,  awako  bjr  thci» 
fluetice  of  thoug]it  over  matter,  tbongli  Ik 
mode  in  which  this  influence  is  exercned  But 
remuin  hidden  from  our  curiosity  unbl  it  ibiO 
be  expUined,  should  tlial  hour  ever  arrire,  bf 
the  entire  enlightenment  of  the  soul  on  tkt 
subject  of  all  human  mj-steries.  Thus  it  n* 
with  Hetty  llutt«r.  Feeble  as  the  iinm»KniI 
portion  of  Iter  existence  was  thought  to  br.  it 
wa»  sufficiently  active  to  cause  her  to  opra  bet 
eyes  at  midnight.  At  tliat  liourshc  awoke,  ud 
leaving  her  bed  of  skin  and  boughs,  she  waiiW 
innocently  and  openly  to  tlie  embcn  of  (^ 
Are,  stirring  the  latter,  as  the  coolness  of  tk 
night  and  the  woods,  in  connection  with  ■> 
exceedingly  unsophisticated  bed,  bad  a  fitllr 
chilled  her.  As  the  flame  shot  up,  it  ligblxl 
the  swarthy  countenance  of  the  liana  w 
wntch,  whose  dark  eyes  glistened  under  iti 
light  like  the  bnlls  of  the  ptintbcr  that  is  piir- 
sued  to  bis  den  with  burning  brands.  Bnt 
Hetty  felt  no  fcv,  and  she  approached  A* 
spot  where  the  Indian  stood.  Her  ntemae^ 
were  so  natural,  and  so  perfectly  devoid  of  i 
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^f  the  stealthiness  uf  cunning  or  deception, 
tiiat  he  imagined  she  had  merely  arisen  on 
•ocoont  of  the  coolness  of  the  night,  a  common 
oocoirence  in  a  bivouac,  and  the  one  of  all 
otherit  perb!4»,  the  least  likely  to  excite  sns- 
|naon.  Hetty  spoke  to  him,  but  he  understood 
no  English.  She  then  gazed  near  a  minute  at 
the  sleeping  captive,  and  moved  slowly  away  in 
a  sad  and  melancholy  manner. 

The  girl  took  no  pains  to  conceal  her  move- 
ments. Any  ingenious  expedient  of  this  na- 
ture, quite  likely  exceeded  her  powers;  still 
her  step  was  habitually  light,  and  scarcely 
audible.  As  she  took  the  direction  of  the 
extremity  of  the  point,  or  the  place  where  she 
had  landed  in  the  first  adventure,  and  where 
Hist  had  embarked,  the  sentinel  saw  her  light 
ibrm  gradually  disappear  in  the  gloom  without 
uneasiness  or  changing  his  own  position.  He 
knew  that  others  were  on  the  look-out,  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  one  who  had  twice  come 
into  the  camp  volnntarily,  and  had  already 
lefi;  it  openly,  would  take  refuge  in  flight.  In 
short,  the  conduct  of  the  girl  excited  no  more 
attention  than  that  of  any  person  of  feeble 
intellect  would  excite  in  civilized  society,  while 
her  person  met  witli  more  consideration  and 
respect. 


11-A.TKa. 


«f  iW  InwBiici,  kaB  «h«  fimd  faw  wvf  to  lb 
■Udl  A>  mehid  on  tbc  MawsUt  c' 
wB  M  tbc  •■  wind  tte  ooip  had  bia 
Br  faBo-iiig  &«  awsn  cf  the 

■  aofucnt  uinLtJUQ,  ww  boob  i 
tereddw  ladiwi  who  paced  tlw  stnad  m  aa- 
tiad.  tin  «■*  a  jrcPBiig  vtrrior*  aodateht 
beard  b«r  Ggbt  tread  eoauagaloog  tfae  gnM 
be  Kppruacbed  swukly ,  tboojfa  witb  any  tlaqg 
bat  meaaep  m  ku  manoer.  like  ikifaia*  wm 
lo  mtense  uui  tt  was  soc  easy  to  oiMaicr 
ferms  within  tbc  ifaadows  of  tbe  woods  Mik* 
distsaee  of  twenty  f«ct,  sad  quite  JigpowiMl 
to  diidngiusb  penoas  until  oear  eaoogbli 
taacli  tbcm.  Tlie  young  Huron  aMaUatli 
dtappoiatment  wbea  be  $mmtl  wboai  bt  hid 
met ;  for,  tnitfa  to  My,  be  was  expecting  ht 
fsTourite,  who  had  promised  to  refiai*  ikt 
eiunti  of  a  mtdni^bt  watch  with  ber  pRMata 
This  man  was  slao  ^ofant  of  Engfi^,  b«(  ht 
was  Bt  no  loai  to  understand  why  the  pd 
shoald  be  up  at  that  how.  8oeh  Unngi  wM 
osoal  in  SD  Indian  Tillage  and  canp^  iAm 
sleep  is  as  irregular  as  the  meals.  TWn  poa 
Hetty's  known  imbeality,  as  in  noet  thiogi 
oonnc<cted  with  the  savages,  stood  her  friend  w 
this  occasion.     Vexed  at  his  diaappuintmatft 
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•nd  impatient  of  the  preaence  of  one  he 
thought  U)  intruder  the  young  warrior  ai^ed 
for  the  girl  to  move  fonnni,  holding  the  direc- 
tion of  the  beuh.  Uetty  complied ;  but,  as 
she  walked  away,  she  Rpokc  aloud  in  English 
in  her  oanal  soft  tones,  which  tlie  stillness  of 
the  night  made  audible  at  some  little  distiDoe. 

"  If  you  took  m«  for  a  tJurongirl,  warrior," 
•be  said,  "  1  don't  wondi-r  you  arc  so  little 
pleased.  I  am  Hetty  IluKer,  Thomas  ilutter's 
daughter,  and  hare  never  met  any  man  at 
Bight,  for  mother  always  said  it  waa  wrong, 
and  modest  youiig  women  should  never  do 
it ;  modest  young  women  of  Uie  pole-faces,  I 
mean;  for  customs  are  difTerent  in  different 
puts  of  the  wiirM,  I  know.  No,  no ;  I'm 
Hetty  llutler,  and  wouldn't  meet  even  Harry 
Hurry,  though  he  should  fall  down  on  his 
knees  and  ask  lue  I  mother  said  it  was  wrong/' 

By  the  time  Hetty  had  said  this,  she  reached 
the  place  whore  the  canoes  had  come  ashore, 
and,  owing  to  the  curvature  of  the  land  and 
the  boshes,  would  have  been  completely  hid 
from  the  sipht  of  the  sentinel,  had  it  been 
bnud  day.  But  another  fouUtcp  had  caught 
the  lover's  car,  and  he  was  already  nearly 
beyond  the  sound  of  the  girl's  silvery  voice. 
Still  Hetty,  bent  only  on  her  own  thoughts  and 
purposes,  continued  to  speak,  tltough  the  gea-. 


I  a£  ber  tooes  prcfvoted  the  mtsbiw 
•  fu  into  the  woods.    Oa  tbt  no 
tlwT  war  wort  wiiMv  diffoaed. 

'*  Hm  I  MD,  Joditfa,'*  afce  xUed.  ■  td 
Aere  is  BO  oae  BMT  ne.    The  llaroa  onnlA 
bu  gone  to  meet  his   nrcctfaewt,  wtio  a  ■  I 
loditn  pri  you  know,  Bad  nerer  bail  •  Qii»  ] 
tiiD  mother  to  tdl  ber  bow  vnmg  tt  ia  to : 
a  toMtt  mt  Dtgbt — ^*' 

Hetty**  Toioe  wms  boxbcd  by  •  "  hnt !'  ' 
cwne  from  Ibe  ««ter,  and  tlten  she  a^gkl 
dim  riew  of  the  cuioe,  whteb  apiiniMM 
noiselesaJy,  and  sooo  gnted  on  tbe  lia^ 
with  its  bow.  Tbe  momeat  the  wrigtil  d 
Hetty  was  fdt  in  tbe  light  cnA,  tbe  oM 
withdrew,  stem  foTcmost,  aa  if  possenei  ^ 
life  and  rolition  ontil  it  was  a  hundred  nrfi 
from  the  shore.  Then  it  turned,  and,  maUsf 
a  wide  sweep,  as  much  to  prolong  the  fm^ 
as  to  get  beyond  the  sound  of  vtucea,  it  btld  'ft 
way  towards  the  ark.  For  KTcnl  h^mM 
nothing  was  uttered ;  but,  believing  bcrwlf  > 
twin  a  favourable  position  tu  oonftr  mbhff 
sister,  Juditli,  who  alone  sat  in  the  stnni  ■» 
naging  the  canoe  with  a  skill  little  short  of  tbri 
of  a  man,  began  a  discourse  wlucb  sb«  hul 
been  burning  to  commence  ever  since  they  W , 
quitted  tlic  point.  * 

"  Here  we  are  safe,  HeUy*"  the  said.  "  sol 
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:  vrithout  tlie  fear  of  being  orerhcard. 
It  speak  lutv,  however,  fur  sountls  are 
'  on  Uie  nntcr  in  &  sljll  night.  I  was  so 
the  point  some  of  the  time  while  you 
U,  that  I  hflve  heard  the  voices  of  the 
I  and  I  Imrd  your  shoes  on  the  gnvel 
ach,  even  hcforc  you  spoke." 
m't  believe,  Jutlilli,  th«  Ilurons  know 
(ft  tiicni." 

te  likely  tltey  do  not,  for  a  lover  raaken 
entry,  unlem  it  be  to  wutch  for  bis 
irt !  But  tell  me,  Hetty,  did  you  sec 
Jcwilh  Deeralaycr?" 
fcs— there  he  was  seated  near  the  life, 
lega  tied,  though  they  left  his  anus 
nore  them  as  he  pleased." 
I,  what  did  he  tell  you,  child  r"  Speak 
[am  dying  to  know  what  message  he 

r 

■t  did  he  tell  me  ?  why,  what  do  yoa 
adith;  he  told  me  tluit  he  couldn't 
)iily  think  of  that !  a  white  man,  and 
V  how  to  road  his  Biblccvcn!  He 
utd  liare  hitd  a  mother,  sister !" 
•r  mind  iliat,  Hetty.  All  men  can't 
pngh  mother  knew  so  much  and  taught 
ch,  father   knows  very   little  about 
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'•>xki.  cc  be  on  budr  icad  dw  Bible,  JM 

'^Ot:  I  never  thonzfat  frdiera  eamU  md 
sraiL.  br:  h«^  W*  oozbt  >U  to  read,  ebe  bdi 
»z.  ii«T  reafh  tfaeir  children  ?  Depend  on  i^ 
JitirzL.  DwnlaytT  nerer  conld  hare  bid  ■ 
=-:c;<r.  else  ht  vxxild  know  hov  to  icad." 

'  ly.i  yyi  tell  him  /  lent  yon  ashore,  Hclly, 
izii  i'?w  :r=:b  ooncem  I  feel  for  hia  aaihr- 
i=»  '"  asked  Ae  other,  iiopaticntly. 

-  I  "-.il-ei-e  I  did,  Jndith ;  but  you  know  I 
1=  r«'rl?-~:-.ded.  and  I  may  have  ib^otten. 
I  s.i  Till  iiz:  you  brought  me  ashore.  Andbe 
'.:~i  =:■;  a  iT^a;  deal  that  1  iras  to  say  to  too. 
"ti■^r.  I  nf^einher  well,  for  it  made  my  blood 
nr.  .-.li  •:■  '-ear  him.  He  told  me  to  sirthil 
>.is  rr.sz-di — I  suppose  yoa  are  one  of  tbeir. 
K*Ter  •" 

-Il.a-  car.  you  lorment  nie  thus,  Hettr. 
Ci-:a:r.ly,  I  am  one  of  the  truest  friends  be 
:.ij  >:r.  einh." 

-•Ti.rE::ent  you!  yes,  now  I  remember  ill 
ix-"--;  ::.  I  am  glad  you  used  that  word, 
J::,';:'-.,  for  it  brings  it  all  back  to  my  mind- 
Well,  he  said  he  might  be  tormented  by  th* 
s,iv7fcrcs.  but  he  would  try  to  bear  it  >s  b^ 
ivnies  a  Christian  white  man,  and  that  no  one 
nted  be  aseard— whv  does  Decrsiaver  all  it 
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afisard,  when  mother  alwars  tao^t  as  to  bt 
a&dd  ?*' 

**  Never  mind,  dear  Hetty,  nerer  mini  IKai, 
now,"  cried  the  otheralmo5tzas]unf  ibrbresth. 
**  Did  DeersUf  er  really  tell  yoa  that  be  thou^t 
the  aarages  would  put  him  to  tlie  torture  r  Re- 
collect now,  well,  Iletty,  for  this  Is  a  most 
mwful  and  serioua  thing." 

**  Yes  he  did  ;  and  I  remember  it  by  your 
speaking  about  my  tormenting  you.  Oh  I  I 
felt  rery  sony  for  liim,  and  Deerslayer  took  ali 
so  quietly  and  without  noise  !  Deerslayer  is 
not  so  handsome  as  Harry  Hurry,  Judith,  bat 
he  is  more  quiet." 

"He's  worth  a  million  Hurrys!  yes,  he's 
worth  all  the  young  men  who  ever  came  upon 
the  lake  put  together,"  add  Judith,  with  an 
energy  and  positiveness  that  caused  her  sister 
to  wonder.  "  He  is  irue. — There  is  no  lie 
about  Deerslayer.  You,  Hetty,  may  not  know 
what  a  merit  it  is  in  a  man  to  hare  truth,  hut 
when  you  get — no — I  hope  you  will  never 
know  it.  Why  should  one  like  you  be  evtr 
made  to  learn  the  hard  lessan  to  distrust  and 
hate !" 

Judith  bowed  her  face,  dark  as  it  was,  and 
nnseen  as  she  must  have  been,  by  any  eye  but 
dut  of  Omniscience,   between  her  hands,  and 
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groaned.  This  sudden  pKroxysm  of  feda^ 
hoverer,  lasted  but  for  a  moment,  and  she  ob- 
tinaed  more  calmly,  still  speaking  fianldfis 
her  sister,  vhose  intelligence,  and  whose  dian- 
tion  in  any  thing  that  related  to  hendf,  it 
did  not  in  the  least  distmsL  Her  tchcc,  hov- 
erer.  vas  low  and  husky,  instead  of  havii^  ib 
lonner  clearness  and  aiumation. 

"  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  fear  tmai,  Hetty,"  ibt 
swd :  **'  and  yet  do  1  more  dread  Deenlaycr'i 
truth,  than  any  enemy !  One  cannot  tamps 
with  such  truth — so  much  honest]' — such  ol>- 
stinate  uprightness  1  But  we  are  not  altag^ 
ttier  unequal,  sister — Deerslayer  and  It  Be 
is  not  altogether  my  superior  ?" 

It  was  not  usual  for  Judith  so  far  to  demean 
herself  as  to  appeal  to  Hetty's  judgment.  Not 
did  she  often  address  her  hy  the  title  of  sister, 
a  distinction  that  is  commonly  given  bytbe 
junior  to  the  senior,  even  where  there  is  per- 
icct  equality  In  all  other  respects.  Astnflin; 
departures  from  habitual  deportment  oftener 
strike  the  im^ination  than  more  important 
chiinjes,  Hetty  perceived  the  circumstanco, 
imd  wondered  at  them  in  her  own  simpk 
way. 

Her  amliitioii  was  a  little  quickened,  and  iIm 
ni:swer  was  as  much  out  of  the  usual  course  of 
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;  *.<■  the  (]u«sUi>n ;  the  pvtt  ^A  attoMpU 

treline  beyond  ber  strength. 
Saperior,  Judith  !"  she  repeated  with  pride. 
I  what  ran  Dcerslarer  be  yo«r  aspenar  r 
yoa  not  mother's  child— «nd  does  h*  knov 
'  to  read — snd  wasn't  motfacr  befaw  loy 
ua  in  sU  this  part  of  the  world  }  1  Aoold 
k,  so  far  from  soppoiing  hianclf  fMtr 
Biior,  h«  would  hardlf  bctiere  htandr 
e.  You  ore  bandMnte,  and  be  i»  oglf— — "* 
No,  not  ugly,  Hetty,"  interrupted  Jodith. 
nif  plain.  But  bi*  honest  face  has  a  look 
t,  tiuit  is  far  better  thim  besotf.  In  tay 
tt  Decniayer  is  handsomer  than  Harry 
riy." 

Judith  Hutter!  yon  Mg;faten  me.  Horry 
M  handsomest  mortal  in  the  world — eren 
dsomer  than  yoo  are  yourself ;  bec&ose  » 
(*•  good  looks,  you  know,  are  always  better 
I  a  woman's  good  looks." 
'bis  little  innocent  touch  of  natural  taste 
not  pleace  the  elder  sister  at  the  moment, 

she  did  not  scruple  to  betray  it. 
Hetty,  you  now  speak  foolishly,  and  bad 
er  say  no  more  on  this  subject,*'  she  an- 
ted. '*  Hurry  is  not  the  handsomest  mortal 
lie  world,  by  many;  and  there  are  ofhcers 
garrisons — "Judith  stammered  at  the 
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words—"  then  are  officen  ia  die  gnrraoM 
near  xa,  &r  comeliR-  than  he.  Bat,  wby  do 
Ton  tbiok  me  the  eqosl  of  Deenlaycr — tpei 
of  iAaly  for  I  do  not  like  to  bear  joa  Aa»  m 
moch  admiratioa  for  a  man  Hke  Httny  Huiy, 
who  has  neither  (eelinga,  manners,  nor  tat- 
science.  Yom  are  too  good,  for  Atai,  and  In 
ought  to  be  told  it,  at  once." 

"/■'  Judith,  how  yon  foi^  !  Whjlm 
not  beaati6]I,  and  am  feeble-minded." 

"  You  are  good,  Hetty,  and  that  i>  awn 
than  can  be  said  of  Henry  March.  He  axf 
liare  a  /ace,  and  a  bodtf,  bat  he  has  no  hea/1. 
But  enough  of  this,  for  the  present  Tdl 
me  what  raises  me  to  an  equality  with  Dee^ 
slayer." 

"To  think  of  you  asking  me  this,  Jndidi! 
He  can't  read,  and  you  can.  He  don't  kno* 
how  to  talk,  hut  speaks  worse  than  Hony 
even ; — for,  sister,  Harry  doesn't  always  pro- 
nounce his  words  right !  Did  you  ever  notice 
that  ?'' 

"  Certainly,  he  is  as  coarse  in  speech  as  in 
every  thing  else.  But  1  fear  you  flatter  me, 
Hetty,  when  you  think  I  can  be  justly  called 
the  equal  of  a  man  like  Deorslayer.  It  is  true,  1 
have  been  better  taught ;  in  one  sense  am 
more  comely ;  and  perhaps  might  look  bigber; 


TAB   OBgUbATKB. 


247 


at  then  his  tfuth^hU  truUi — mattes  a  fearTuI 
diffrrcDcc  bctn-eco  us  I  W<;11,  1  will  tiilk  no 
kuore  gf  this ;  and  wo  will  betliink  us  of  the 
nueuia  of  getting  him  out  of  tlie  hands  of  tbe 
Horona.  Wc  liavc  futher'n  chest  in  tlie  ark, 
]Hctly,  and  Diiglit  iry  tlie  t«uiptatioii  of  mora 
•lepbaiits  ;  tliuugh  1  fear  such  baublea  will  not 
|>uy  the  hberty  of  a  oiaii  like  DeeraUjrer,  t 
tm  afraid  falb«r  and  Harry  will  not  be  as  will- 
ing to  ransoui  Ueenlayer,  as  Ueerslayer  was  to 
ransom  them !" 

"Why  not,  Judith?  Hurry  and  Deenlayer 
fere  friends,  ond  friends  should  always  help  one 
anotlier." 

Alas  I  poor  Hetty,  you  little  know  man* 
kind  I  Seeinint;  friends  arc  often  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  open  enemies ;  particularly  by 
females.  But  you'll  hare  to  laud  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  try  again  wliat  van  be  done  for  I)eer- 
•la)-er.  Tortured  he  thali  not  be,  while  JudiUi 
gutter  lives,  and  can  find  means  to  prevent 

llie  conversation  now  grew  desultory,  and 
■VM  drawn  out,  until  the  elder  sister  bad  ex- 
tracted from  the  younger  crery  fact  that  the 
feeble  faculties  of  tlio  latter  permitted  her  to 
retain,  and  to  communicate.  When  Judith 
ma  aotisficd — though  sho  could  never  be  said 
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to  be  ntisfied,  whose  feeling*  aeemed  to  be  to 
iDterwavfti  with  all  that  reUt«:d  tn  the  Mbjtd, 
u  lo  hare  excited  a  nearly  inappesnbU  cnm- 
sitT— but,  when  Judith  could  think  of  no  nen 
questwint  to  ask,  without  resorting  to  rrp(6- 
tion,  tlie  canoe  was  paddled  lowmrds  the  loov. 
The  intense  darkness  of  the  lught,  and  tbs 
deep  shadows  which  the  hilb  and  forest  CBH 
upon  the  water,  rendered  it  difficult  to  find  the 
ressel,  anchored,  as  it  had  been,  as  close  to  tbe 
shore  as  a  regard  to  safety  rendered  prodtnt. 
Judith  was  expert  in  the  ukaugMiient  of  aback 
canoe,  the  lightness  of  which  demanded  difl 
nther  tlian  strength ;  and  she  forced  ber  o«b 
Uttlc  vessel  swiftly  over  tlte  water,  tlte  raoiMDl 
she  had  ended  her  conference  with  Hetty,  and 
had  come  to  the  determination  to  return.  Scill 
no  ark  was  aocn.  Several  times  the  siiun 
fancied  tliey  saw  it,  looming  up  in  tbeobsmntT, 
Uke  s  l>iw  black  rock ;  but  on  each  oocasioa  it 
was  found  to  be  cither  an  optical  illustoD,  or 
some  swell  of  the  foUage  on  the  shore,  iibr 
a  search  that  lasted  half  an  hour,  the  girls  mre 
forced  to  the  unwelcome  conrictton  that, 
ark  had  departed. 

Most  young  women  would  hare  fdt  Ite 
awkwan)nc»i  of  tlieir  aituatioa,  in  a  pbyiW 
souCf  under  the  drcanutiaoM  is  iriudi  it* 
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listen  were  left,  more  than  uty 

of  a  different   nature.     Not  so  widi 

however;    aiid  eren  Hett^  felt  more 

aliout  lite  motires  that  migbt  have  inflmnari 

her  father  and  Huny,  than  any  fisan  for  her 

own  sniety* 

"  It  cannot  be.  HtVy,"  said  Judith,  when  a 
thorough  search  liad  atufied  them  both  that 
no  ark  \nu  to  be  fonnd ;  "  it  cannot  be  that  the 
Indlan-t  hare  rafted,  or  swum  off  and  ratpriaed 
our  friends  as  tbef  slept  ?" 

*'  I  don't  believe  that  Hist  and  Chingach- 
gook  would  steep  until  they  had  told  eaeh 
oUier  all  they  had  to  say  after  so  long  a  aep^ 
ration — do  you,  aister  r" 

"  PerhapM  not,  child.  There  was  much  to 
keep  them  awake,  hat  one  Indian  may  hare 
been  luqiritied  even  when  not  aaleep,  eapedallf 
St  hia  thouglits  may  have  been  on  oUier  things. 
Still  we  should  have  heard  a  noise ;  for  in  a 
night  like  this,  an  oatii  of  Harry  Hurry's  would 
hare  echoed  in  Uie  eoatem  hills  like  a  dap  of 
Uiuiidcr." 

"  Hurry  w  sinful  and  thoughtless  about  his 
words,  Judilli,"  Hetty  meekly  and  sorrowfully 
answered. 

"  No — no ;  'tis  imposxilile  the  ark  could  be 
taken  ajid  1  not  hear  the  noise.     It  U  not  an 
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boor  nncx  I  kftit,  moA  dievbole  tia»llM 
been  attentire  to  the  unsUcM  aomid.  Aidji^ 
it  u  not  easy  to  beliere  a  &tber  vonU  A 
ingly  abandon  hia  duldren  E^ 

"  Peibapa  father  baa  tbonglit  oa  in  ovofeb 
saleep,  Joditb,  and  has  moved  awij  to  p 
home.  Too  know  we  often  more  the  vk  ■ 
thenigbt." 

"Thiaia  tnie,  Hetty,  audit  mnit  ben ]« 
aappose.  There  i>  a  little  more  aontbcn  m 
th&n  there  was,  and  Uiey  hare  gone  op  Ac 
kke " 

Judith  stopped,  for,  as  the  last  word  wb>  « 
her  tongue,   the   scene  was  suddenly  ligfatd, 
though  only  for  a  single  instant,  by  a  fiuL 
The  crack  of  a  rifle  succeeded,  And  then  iA" 
lowed  the  roll  of  the  echo  along  the  eaiten 
mountains.      Almost  at  the   same  moment  a 
piercing  female  cry  rose  in  the  air  in  a  prolonged 
shriek.       The   awful   stillness  that  succeeded 
was,  if  poiisible,  more  appalling  than  the  fiene 
and  sudden  interruption  of  tlie  deep  ulcnoe  of 
n.idnight.     Ucsulute  as  she  was   both  by  na- 
ture and  habit,  Judith  scarce  breathed,  wfaik 
poor  Hett}-  hid  her  face  and  trembled. 

"  Tliat  was  a  woman's  cry,  Hetty,"  said  the 
former  solemnly,  "  and  it  was  a  cry  of  anguiihl 
If  the  ark  has  moved  from  this  ppot  it  tan 
only  have  gone  north  with  thia  air,  and  the  goa 
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and    shriek  came  from   the  point.     Can   any 

thing  have  befallen  Hist  r" 

**  Let  lu  go  and  see,  Judith ;  ibe  may  vant 
oar  uaiatance — for,  besidea  henelf,  there  are 
none  but  men  in  the  ark." 

It  WM  not  a  moment  for  hesitation,  and  en 
Judith  had  ceased  speaking  her  paddle  was  in 
the  water.  The  distance  to  the  point,  in  a 
direct  line,  waa  not  great,  and  the  impulses 
under  which  the  girls  worked  were  too  exciting 
to  allow  them  to  waste  the  precious  moments 
in  nseless  precaution!.  They  paddled  incauti- 
oosly  for  them,  but  the  same  excitement  kept 
others  irom  noting  their  movements.  Presently 
a  glare  of  light  caught  the  eye  of  Judith  through 
an  opening  in  the  bushes,  and  steering  by  it, 
•be  so  directed  the  canoe  as  to  keep  it  visible, 

'  while  she  got  as  near  the  land  as  was  either 
prudent  or  necessary. 

The  scene  that  was  now  presented  to  the 
observation  of  the  girb  was  witiiin  the  woods, 
on  the  side  of  the  dechvity  so  often  mentioned, 
and  in  plain  view  from  the  boat.  Here  all  in 
the  camp  were  collected,  some  six  or  eight  car- 
rying torches  of  fat-pine,  which  cast  a  strong 
but  funereal  light  on  all  beneath  the  arclies  of 
the  forest.  With  her  back  supported  against  a 
tree,  and  sustcuned  on  one  side  by  the  young 
Kntinei  whose  remissness  hfid  suffered  Hetty 
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to  escape,  sat  the  female  whose  expected  n**' 
had  praduced  hi»  delinquency.     By  tba  glV 
of  the  torch  that  wu  held  near  bcr  face,  it  vK 
evident  thst  she  was  in  the  ai^unics  of  dttfK 
while  tlie  Mood  that  tni^dod  trom  kerbtnJ 
bosom  betrayed  tlic  nature  of  the  injstj  ikt 
bad  received.    Tlic  pnngvnt,  peculiar  mdl  d 
gunpowder,  too,  was  still  quite  perceptive  ia 
the  heavy,  damp  night  air.     latere  could  be  an 
question    that    she   had   been  shot.      ItiA 
understood  it  all  at  a  glutice.     Tlie  >tre^  <f 
light  had  nppeiired   on  the  water  a  aliort  (!»■ 
tance  from  llic  point,  and  citJier  tbc  liAr  W 
been  discharged  from  a  cutoc  hoverin;;  am 
the  land,  or  it  had  been  fired  from  the  aik  ia 
passing.     .\n  incautious  exclamation,  or  \aia^ 
may  have    produced   tbe  assault,    for  it  m 
barely  possible  that  the  wm  had  been  iMiri 
by  any  other   i^cnt  than  sound.     As  to  tte 
clTect,  that  was  soon  still  more  apparent,  tic 
head  of  tlie  vietim  dropping,  and   tbe  hoij 
sinking    in  deatli.    Tlten  all  the   torehes  btf 
one  were  extinguished — a  measure  of  pradcMii 
and  (he  niclandndy  train  that  bore  the  bo^ 
to  the  camp  was  just  to  be  distinguiabed  by  tfct 
glimmering  light  that  remuned. 

Judith  nglicd  heavily  and  shuddered,  as  htr 
paddle  a^in  dipped,  and  tlie  cuioe  mond 
cautiouMy  around   tbe    point.      A   sight  bad 
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'^^ted  her  senses,    and    now    haunted    her 
■"'HinBdon,  that  was  still  harder  to  be  borne, 
^''^t  tnn  the  untiinel)-  fate  and  paning  Bgoay 
of  the  doceaaed  girl.     She  had  seen,  under  the 
Mrong  glare  of  all  the  lurches,  the  erect  forin  of 
Deerslaycr,  standing  with  commiscradun,  and 
u  alie  thought,  with  shame,  depicted  on  bis 
ooonteoBoce,  near  the  djring  focnale.     He  be- 
trared  neither  fear  nar  backwardness  himself ; 
but  it  was  apjmrcnt  by  the  glances  cast  at  him 
by  the  waniurs,  that  fierce  passions  were  strug- 
gling in  their  bosoms.     All  this  sc«mcd  to  be 
unheeded   by   the   captive^     but    it   remained 
impressed  on  the  memory  of  Judith  through- 
out  the  night. 

Jio  caiioe  was  met  horering  near  the  point. 
A  Btiliness,  and  darkness,  as  complete  an  if  the 
silence  of  the  forest  had  never  been  disturbed, 
or  the  sun  bad  never  shorw  on  that  retired 
region,  now  reigned  on  the  |>oint,  and  on  the 
gtouuiy  water,  tlie  alumbering  woods,  and  even 
tlie  murky  Hky.  No  more  could  be  done, 
therefore,  tliau  to  seek  a  place  of  HaTety ;  and 
this  was  only  to  be  found  in  the  centre  of  the 
lake.  Pkddling  in  silence  to  that  spot,  the 
canoe  was  suffered  to  dift  northerly,  while  the 
girls  sought  such  repose  as  their  situation  and 
feelings  would  permit. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


'.'Suad  to  your  ■»>■  and  gauA  the  door— alFllMt 
UdIcu  thit  fnrfal  biU  ba  ■ilcnnd  i 
The  offiMc  hath  miM'd  hit  pat^  or| 
Or  met  lome  unforeieea  or  hidaou  obatadc 
Apielmo,  with  th;  eompanf  proceed 
Straight  to  the  tower ;  the  reit  remain  with  me.'* 

■nkMHo  raum 


Thb  conjecture  of  Judith  Hutter,  concenui^ 
the  manner  in  which  the  Indian  ^1  had  net 
her  death,  was  accurate  in  the  main.    AAn 
sleeping  several  hours,  her  &ther  and  Mirdt 
awoke.    This  occurred  a  few  minutes  after  ibe 
had  left  the  ark  to  go  in  quest  of  her  aiitcr, 
and  when  of  course  Chingachgook  and  hia  be- 
trothed were  on  board.     From  the  Delawuti 
the  old  man  learned  the  position  of  the  cainpk 
and  the  recent  events,  as  well  as  the  absence 
of  his   daughters.     The  latter   gave    him   bd 
concern ;    for  he  relied  greatly  on  the  sagu^ 
of  the  eldest,  and  the  known  impunity  with 
which  the  younger  passed  among  the  savage*. 
Long  familiarity  with  danger,  too,  had  blunted 
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^ensibiliiies.     Nor   did  lie   seem   mucli  to 
jStftt  the  captivity  of  Deerslayer;  for  while 
^  knew  hov  materiitl  hia  aid  might  be  in  a 
''^fcnce,  the  difference  in  their  views  on  the 
''toality  of  the    woods,  had  not   left  much 
Empathy  between  them.     He  would  have  re- 
joiced to  know  the  position  of  the  camp  before 
It  had  been  ahirmed  by  the  escape  of  Hist,  but 
it  would  be  too  hazardous  now  to  venture  to 
land ;   and  he  reluctantly  relinquished  for  the 
night  the  ruthless  designs  that  captivity  and 
revenge  had  excited  him  ta  entertain.     In  this 
mood,  Hutter  took  a  seat  in  the  head  of  the 
Bcow,  where  he  was  quickly  joined  by  Hurry ; 
leaving  the  Serpent  and  Hist  in  quiet  posses- 
non  of  the  other  extremity  of  the  vessel. 

**Deerslayer  has  shown  himself  a  boy  in 
going  among  the  savages  at  this  hour,  and 
letting  himself  &1I  into  their  hands  like  a  deer 
that  tumbles  into  a  pit,"  growled  the  old  man, 
perceiving  as  usual  the  mote  in  his  neighbour's 
eyes,  while  he  overlooked  the  beam  in  his  own. 
**  If  be  is  left  to  pay  for  his  stupidity  with  his 
own  desh,  he  can  blame  no  one  but  him- 
■elf." 

"That's  the  way  of  the  world,  Old  Tom," 
returned  Hurry.  "  Every  man  must  meet  his 
own  debts,  and  answer  for  hia  own  sins.     I'm 
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amazed,  however,  that  a  lad  as  ddlfnl  vA 
watctifulas  Deerslaj-or  should  have  beeacan^ 
in  such  a  trap  I  Didn't  he  know  any  beoa 
than  to  go  prowling  about  a  Ilurou  omptt 
midnight,  with  no  place  to  retreat  to  but  a  Ukt : 
or  did  he  think  himself  a  buck,  that  bjr  tain; 
to  the  irater  could  throw  off  the  scent  and  tna 
himself  out  of  difficulty  i  I  had  a  bctia 
opinion  of  the  boy's  judgment.  111  own;  Iwl 
we  mUKt  overtook  a  little  ignomnce  in  t  n« 
hand.  1  sity,  master  liutter,  do  you  htppea 
to  know  what  has  become  of  the  gab— I  wt 
no  signs  of  Judith  or  Hetty,  tliotigh  I've  haa 
tlirough  the  ark,  and  looked  into  all  its  bmf 
vreatur's  ?" 

liutter  briefly  explained  the  manner  in  vtiidi 
liis  daughters  had  taken  to  the  canoe,  ai  it  )ai 
Iwen  related  by  the  Delaware,  as  wcU  at  ik 
return  of  Judith  after  landing  her  aiiter,  and 
her  second  departure. 

"  TIitH  cumei  of  a  smooth  ton^uct  Flortiai 
Tom,"  i-iclaimeil  Hurry,  grating  his  teeth  ■■ 
pure  renentmcnt — "  this  comes  of  a  sbmoiIi 
tongue,  and  a  silly  gal's  ini^nationa — and  jm 
hwl  best  look  into  tlie  matter  I  Too  aadl 
were  botli  prisoners." — Hurry  could  recall  that 
circumstance  now — *'  you  and  I  were  Intk 
prioonen,  and  yet  Juditli  iicrcr  stirred  aniaA 
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I  ns  any  suricc !  Slie  is  b«n-ttche<)  with 
i  lank-looking  Dceralayer ;  and  lie,  and  »lie, 
nd  }wi,  and  all  of  us  liad  best  look  to  it.  I 
I  not  a  man  to  put  up  with  such  a  wrong 
iJetlf,  and  do  mj,  all  the  parties  hnd  best 
iook  to  it !  Let's  up  kedge,  old  fellow,  and 
more  nearer  to  this  jMiiit,  and  see  liow  matters 
are  getting  on." 

H  utter  liad  no  objections  to  this  roorenvent, 
and  the  ark  was  got  under  way  in  tlie  usual 
manner,  care  being  taken  to  make  no  noise. 
The  wind  was  passing  itDrthwarxl,  and  the  sail 
soon  swept  the  soow  so  far  up  the  lake,  as  to 
render  Ute  dark  outlines  of  the  trees  that 
dotbed  the  point  dimly  visible.  Floating  Tom 
stsered,  and  be  sailed  along  as  near  tiie  land  as 
the  depth  of  tJic  water  and  the  overhanging 
branches  would  allow.  It  was  impossible  to 
^tinguish  any  thing  that  stood  witliin  Ui« 
fliiadows  of  tlie  shore ;  but  the  forms  of  the 
sail  niid  of  the  hut  were  discvmed  by  the  young 
sentinel  on  the  bea<:h,  who  has  already  l;cen 
mentioned.  In  the  moment  of  sudden  surphse, 
a  deep  Indian  exclamation  escaped  him.  In 
(bat  spirit  of  recklessness  and  ferocity  that 
formed  the  essence  of  Hurry's  character,  this 
man  dropped  bis  rifle  and  fired. 

The  ball  was  sped  by  accident,  or  by  that 
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d\-«mi1Jn^  Pmndtnct  which  dccidctlbetM 
of  all,  and   the  girl  fclL     Thca  foUomd  it 
scene  wilh  tlie  tordies,  which  hu  ju*t  te 
described. 

At  the  precise  moment  vt»cn   Hbittou 
mitted  this  »ct  of  untliinking  crocltr,  tlieoMi 
of  Judith  WW  within  a  hundred   feet  at  tb 
spot  from  whidi  the  ark  had  so  latdf  ntml 
Her  own  course  haa  been  described,  and  it  to* 
now  heoonie  our  office  to  follow  that  ol  hr 
ftther  snti  his  compsnions.    Tlie   thnk  *■ 
nounced  the  effects  of  the   random    shot  d 
Mnrch,  and  it  sIno  pTocUumed  that  the  rie^ 
was  a  wnnian.     Hurry  hiinsclf  vsa  staftMtf 
these  unlooked'for  consequences ;   asd  (or  ■ 
moment  he  was  sorely  disturbed  hjr  oonflkciil 
sensations.     At   first   he  Uiighcd   in  rcddw 
and   rude-minded  exultation ;  ai>d   tbea  csa- 
Bcicnoc,  that  monitor  planted  in  our  brvasts  ^ 
God,  and    which  receiTea  its  more   gCMnI 
growth  fnim  the  tnining  bestowed  in  the  tilict 
of  cliildhood,  shot  a  pang  to  his  heart.     For  s 
minute,  the  mind  vf  this  creature,  equally  d 
civilization  and  barbarism,  was  a  sort  of  data 
as  to  fueling,  not  knowing  what  to  think  of  itt 
own  act ;  and  tlicn  tlic  obstinacy  and  pride  tt 
one  of  bis  habits  interposed  to  asaert  tbtir 
usual  ascendancy.     He  atnick  the  butt  of  bis 
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™  On  the  bottom  of  the  scow  with  a  species 
«  defiance,  and  began  to  whistle  a  low  air  with 
*n  iffectation  of  indifference.  All  this  time 
1^  arte  mu  in  motion,  and  it  was  already 
apemng  the  bay  above  the  point,  and  was  con- 
■qnently  qoitting  the  land. 

Hoiry'a  companions  did  not  view  his  con- 
daet  with  the  same  indulgence  as  that  with 
which  he  appeared  disposed  to  regard  it  him- 
•elf.  Hutter  growled  out  his  dissatisfaction, 
for  the  act  led  to  no  advantage,  while  it  threat- 
ened to  render  the  warfare  more  rindictive  than 
ever;  and  none  censure  motiveless  departures 
from  the  right,  more  severely  than  the  mer- 
cenary and  unprincipled.  Still  he  commanded 
himaelf,  the  captivity  of  Deerslayer  rendering 
the  arm  of  the  offender  of  double  consequence 
to  him  at  that  moment.  Chingachgook  arose, 
and  for  »  single  instant  the  ancient  animosity 
of  tribes  were  forgotten  in  a  feeling  of  colour ; 
but  he  recollected  himself  in  season  to  prevent 
any  (^  the  fierce  consequences  that  for  a  pass- 
ing moment  he  certainly  meditated.  Not  so 
with  Hist.  Rushing  through  the  hut,  or  cabin, 
the  girl  stood  at  the  side  of  Hurry,  almost  as 
aoon  as  his  rifle  touched  the  bottom  of  the 
scow ;  and  with  a  fearlessness  that  did  credit  to 
her  heart,  she  poured  out  her  reproaches  with 
the  generoos  warmth  of  a  woman. 
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"niuttforyou  shoot »"  she  sud.   "Vttf 
Huron  gnl  do,  dat  you  kill  him  i    WfaM  ]* 
t'ink  Manitou  ray  /     Whttt  you  t^tnV  VmUk 
/«/  ?    Whnt  Iroqttoin  c/o  /"    No  g«(  !»»"''— 
no  ^t  camp — no  get  pritoner — no  get  bat' 
no  get  scilp— no  get   nol'ing  at   all.    V 
cotne  aft«r  blood !     How  you  fpcl,  tout  win 
killed  ?     Wtio  pity  you  when    tear  cooie  far 
modcr,  or   sister?     You  big  as  great  jiine— 
Huron  gal  little  slender  birch — why  yoo  biim 
her  and  crush  herl     You  t'ink  Huron  fixjll 
il  S     No  J  red-skin  never  forget !  nerex  fttfjBt 
friend ;  nerer  foi^t  enemy.  Red  man  Ma&itm 
in  dai.    Why  yoa  m  wicked,  great  pale-fiMt?* 

Hurry  had  nerer  beea  so  daunted  as  by  tint 
close  and  warm  attack  of  the  Indian  ^iri.  It 
is  true  that  she  had  a  powerful  ally  in  hUoaa- 
science ;  and  while  she  spoke  eameslty,  it  *>■ 
in  tones  so  feminine  as  to  deprive  him  of  any 
pretext  for  unmanly  anf[er.  The  softnoai  of 
her  voice  added  to  the  weight  of  her  rentoa- 
strancc,  by  lending  to  the  latter  an  ur  of 
purity  and  truth.  Like  most  vulgar^mtnded 
men,  he  had  only  regarded  the  Indians  throo|k 
the  medium  of  their  coarser  and  fiercer  da* 
radcnstii-s.  It  had  never  struck  him  that  Ifcc 
aficctioDs  arc  human ;  tliat  even  high  priot^ici 
— modified  by  habits  and  prcjudicca,  bat  not 
the  less  elevated  within  their  drde — can  eiilt 
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'I  the  savage  state  ;  and  that  the  warrior  who 
u  most  ruthless  in  the  6eld  can  submit  to  the 
*(rfte>t  and  gentlest  influences  in  the  momenta 
of  domestic  qaiet    In  s  word,  it   was    the 
hibit  of  his  mind  to  regard  all  Indians   as 
bangs  only  a  slight  degree  remoTed  from  the 
wild  beasts  that  roamed  the  woods,  and  to  feel 
diapoaed  to  treat  them  accordingly,  whenever 
interest  or  caprice  supplied  a  motive,  or  an 
impulse.     Still,  though  daunted  by  these  re- 
proaches, the  handsome  barbarian  could  hardly 
bfl  said  to   be   penitent.     He  was  too  much 
rebuked  by  conscience  to  suffer  an  outbreak  of 
temper  to  escape  him ;  and  perhaps  he  felt  that 
he  had  already  committed  an  act  that  might 
justly  bring  his  manhood  in  question.     Instead 
of  resenting  or  answering  the  simple,  but  na. 
tural  appeal  of  Hist,  he  walked  away  like  one 
who  disdained  entering  into  a  controversy  with 
a  woman. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  ark  swept  onward, 
and  by  the  time  the  scene  with  the  torches  was 
enacting  beneath  the  trees,  it  had  reached  the 
open  lake;  Floating  Tom  causing  it  to  sheer 
further  from  tlie  land,  with  a  sort  of  instinctive 
dread  of  retaliation.  An  hour  now  passed  in 
gloomy  silence,  no  one  appearing  disposed  to 
break  it.     Hist   had  retired   to  her  jiallet,  and 
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Chingiichgook  lay  «l«eping  in  the  finnriitf 
of  the  scow.  Hatter  and  Horry  iIomi*! 
niuned  kwskc,  the  former  at  the  steeling «. 
while  the  tatbcr  broodcxl  over  his  own  esM 
with  the  stubbornness  of  one  little  jira  k 
a  confession  of  his  errors,  and  the  secret  gas^ 
ings  of  the  worm  that  never  dies.  Tbit  «h  t 
the  moment  when  Judith  and  Hetty  nmiti 
the  centre  of  the  lake,  and  had  lain  do«i  t 
endeavour  to  sleep  in  thdr  drifting  canoe. 

Tlic  night  was  calm  though  somuchi 
by  clouds.  The  scasoo  waa  not  one  of  stunM. 
and  those  which  did  occur  in  the  month  M 
June  on  that  embedded  water,  thou^  fit- 
quently  violent,  were  always  of  short  contiaB- 
ancc.  Nevertheless,  there  was  the  tuut  €•• 
rent  of  heavy,  damp  night  air,  which,  pasua; 
over  the  summits  of  the  trees,  acarcciy  «{^ 
peared  to  dcscond  so  low  as  the  irar&ct  of  tfe 
glassy  lake,  but  kept  moving  a  short  dfiMR 
above  it,  saturated  witii  tlie  humidity  thatfl»- 
stantly  arose  fram  the  woods,  and  appaiollj 
never  proceeding  far  in  any  one  direction.  1W 
currents  were  infiuenced  by  the  fiMnatim' 
tlie  hilts,  as  a  matter  of  course, — • 
stance  that  reiid^ed  even  fresh  breesea  1 
and  which  reduced  tlie  feebler  eSbrts  of  lb 
night  air  to  be  a  sort  of  capricious 
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"S^lti^  of  the  ^'oods.      Several   times    the 
"^  of  the  ark  pointed  east,  and  once  it  was 
■AuUf  turned  towards  the  south  again  ;  bu% 
W  die  vhole,  it  worked  its  way  north ;  Hutter 
■■king  always  a  fair  wind,  if  wind  it  could  be 
nSedj  hii  principal  motive  appearing  to  be  a 
viih  to  keep  in  motion,  in  order  to  defeat  any 
treacherous  design  of  his  enemies.     He  now 
Alt  some  little  concern  about  his  daughters, 
and  perhspa  as  much  about  the  canoe ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  this  uncertainty  did  not  mu<^  dis- 
torfo  him,  as  he  had  the  reliance  already  men- 
tioned on  the  intelligence  of  Judith. 

It  was  the  season  of  the  shortest  nights,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  deep  obscurity 
niuch  precedes  the  day  began  to  yield  to  the 
returning  light.  If  any  earthly  scene  could  be 
presented  to  the  senses  of  man  that  might 
soothe  his  passions  and  temper  his  ferocity,  it 
was  that  which  grew  upon  the  eyes  of  Hutter 
and  Hutry  as  the  hours  advanced,  changing 
night  to  morning.  There  were  the  usual  soft 
tints  of  the  sky,  in  which  neither  the  gloom  of 
darkness  nor  the  brilliancy  of  the  sun  prevails, 
and  under  which,  objects  appear  mure  un- 
earthly, and  we  might  add,  holy,  than  at  any 
other  portion  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  The 
beautiful  and  soothing  calm  of  eventide  has 
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been  fxtoDed  by  ■  tfacHiMDd  poeb.  wd  ]*% 
docs  not  bring  vithit  die  fiw^nMlnigadlik- 
Eme  thoo^to  of  die  bm^-bem  Ait 
die  niag  of  a  ranuner'i  son.  In  tte  i 
die  iMutannw  is  gndnsIlT  liidi  fhm  As  w^ 
wbile  in  die  oUkt,  itsofajeds  start  oat  bam^ 
unfolding  pJcCnre,  fint  £m  and  aatj,  te 
nuurlEcd  in,  in  solemn  bat^-gioimd ;  asit  mtk 
in  die  witchery  of  an  iaerMny,  a  tUg  ■ 
different  as  posaiUe  from  tbe  Atnumg  t» 
Ugbt,  and  finally,  melloir,  distiDCt  and  l-— iw^ 
S3  the  rays  of  tbe  great  centre  of  Ugbt  diflhs 
themselves  in  the  atmosphere,  lie  hynun  J 
Inrds,  too,  hare  no  novel  eonntopart  in  At 
retreat  to  the  roost  or  the  ffight  to  tfae  nst; 
aud  these  invariably  accompany  the  adrait  <rf 
the  day,  ontU  tbe  appearance  of  tbe  son  ibdf 

*■  Batbea  io  d«rp  jor,  tbe  lud  aod  m>.* 

AU  this,  however,  Hutter  and  Hatry  wit- 
nessed without  experiencing  any  of  that  cdn 
delight  which  the  spectacle  is  wont  to  farisg 
when  the  thoughts  are  just  and  tbe  aapinliow 
pure.  They  not  only  witnessed  it,  but  dxf 
witnessed  it  under  drcumstancea  that  bad  a 
tendency  to  increase  its  power  and  to  beigbtaB 
its  charms.  Only  one  aolttary  object  becme 
vitnhle  in  the  returning  light,  that  bad  reodnd 
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JPlbnn  or  oiex  from  humnn  U'.tet  ortiuraan 
which  OS  often  deform  as  boutify  > 
JuKfscape.  This  wu  the  cAstle;  all  Uic  rest 
(>eing  lutire  and  fresh  from  the  hand  of  God. 
Tlis  fttnguUr  residency  toO|  was  in  keeping 
■1th  the  natunil  objects  of  the  Tiew,  ttartina; 
oat  ^m  the  gloom,  <]uaint,  picturesque,  and 
ornamental.  Nevertheless,  the  whole  was  lost 
I  on  the  obsen'ers,  who  knew  no  feeling  of 
■  poetry,  had  loHt  thnr  sense  of  natural  devoUon 
[in  lives  of  obdurate  and  narrow  selfishness, 
[and  had  httle  other  sympathy  with  nature  than 
which  originated  wlUi  her  lowest  wants. 
At  soon  as  the  light  was  sufficiently  strong 
|<o  allow  of  A  distinct  view  of  the  lake,  and  more 
eularly  of  its  shores,  lluttcr  turned  the 
of  the  ark  directly  towards  the  castle, 
IwiOi  the  avowed  intention  of  taking  possession 
[for  t)ie  day,  at  least,  as  the  place  most  favour- 
able for  meeting  his  dauj^hters,  and  for  cam-ing 
on  tus  operations  against  the  IndiaiiB.  Uy  tlus 
time,  Chingachgook  was  up,  and  Hist  was 
heard  stirring  among  the  furniture  of  the 
kitchen.  The  place  for  which  Uicy  steered  was 
distant  only  a  mile,  and  Uie  air  wns  sufficiently 
favourable  to  permit  it  to  be  nearcd  by  means 
Hof  the  saiL  At  this  moment,  too,  to  render 
H  the  appearances  generally  au8|)icious,  the  canoe 
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of  Judith  vras  leen  floating  nortbvwil,  m 
broitdett  part  of  the  l»k«,  Iiftving  «ctu«Uv  | 
tlie  souw  in  tlte  durknc*!,  in  olwdJcnoe  lo  to 
otltcr  power  than  that  of  the  dcnicnto.  Dona 
got  bis  glaa^  and  took  a  long  and  aDxiou  wo- 
T«y,  to  ascertain  if  his  daujchters  were  is  tk 
light  craft  or  not,  and  a  slight  exclamittiM  EIr 
that  of  joy  escaped  bim,  as  be  caught  ft  ^apM 
of  what  he  rightly  conceived  to  be  a  put  ^ 
Judith's  dross  above  the  top  of  tbc  oDue.  il 
the  nut  instant,  tbc  girl  atove,  WmI  ww  mm 
gazing  about  her,  bkc  unc  asstuing  hendf  d 
ber  situation.  A  nunatc  later>  Hetty ' 
on  Iker  knees,  in  the  other  end  cd*  the 
repeating  the  prayers  that  bad  been  twi(lillNr 
in  childhood,  by  a  misguided  but  lepertMt 
mollier.  As  llutter  laid  down  the  glaaa,  il9 
dnkn*n  to  its  focus,  tint  Ser|)cnt  ruiscd  it  to  hs 
eye,  and  turned  it  towards  the  canoe.  It  nt 
tJie  first  time  l>c  had  over  used  such  an  iaetf*- 
ment,  and  Ilist  understood  by  bis  "btflf* 
tlie  cspreesioo  of  bis  face,  and  his  entire  mm. 
that  something  wonderful  had  excited  his  si- 
miration.  It  ia  well  known  that  the  .Kxatna^ 
Indians,  more  particularly  ihoK  of  wpimi 
clinracrer  and  stations  singularly  atitUm 
tJteir  self-|iossesuoD  and  stoicism  in  the  nidii 
of  tlie  tluod  of  marvels  that  present  tbeantwi 
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tiieir  oceiksMml  risits  to  the  abodes  of  dvili- 
«nc)  Chingachguok  Itiu)  imbibed  enough 
of  this  imp-uuiiilily  to  nujipresi  any  very  un- 
riignilied  manifeKUtion  of  sorprisc.  With 
Hist,  hoi*ev«r,  no  »iich  law  vna  binding,  uid 
when  her  lorer  mani^ed  to  bring  the  gloss  in  a 
ine  irith  a  camoc,  and  her  eye  vna  applied  to 
ihe  MMller  end,  the  giri  Btaned  bKk  in  alann ; 
then  the  ciap|>ed  licr  hands  witli  dcligUtr  and  a 
laugh,  the  usual  attendant  of  untutored  ndmi- 
ration,  foUowed.  A  few  mbiutcs  sufficed  to 
enabte  this  qntdc-vilt«i  girl  to  manage  the 
bistrument  tor  herself,  and  she  directed  it  at 
ereiy  promttient  object  that  struck  her  fancy. 
Finding  a  rest  in  one  of  the  windows,  she  and 
the  Delaware  first  surveyed  the  laiic,  then  tlw 
shores,  the  hills,  and  finally,  the  caatle  attractexl 
their  attention.  After  a  loo^  steady  gaie  at 
the  latter,  Hist  took  away  her  eye,  and  spolte 
to  her  lover  in  a  low  earnest  manner.  Chin- 
gadigook  immediately  pUoed  his  eye  to  the 
jjass,  and  his  look  even  exceeded  that  of  his 
betnitlied,  in  length  and  intensity.  Again  they 
P»poVe  together  confidential  I  y,  a[>pcanng  to 
Lconipnre  opinions,  after  which,  the  glass  was 
laid  aside,  and  tbe  young  warrior  quitted  the 
cabin  to  join  Hutter  and  Hurry. 

The  ark  was  slowly  but  tteodily  odvancber, 
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and  tbe  cwUe  wu  materially  within  failf  ■  fA, 
vhen  Chingachgook  jtuned  th«  Cfro  wiiiteea 
in  the  stem  of  tlie  scon*.     His   tninner  M 
calm,  but  it  was  evident  to  the  othen,  ^ 
were  familinr  with  the  habits  of  tl>e  IndittH 
that  be  haft  something  to  coRtmuniaite.  UvBj 
was  generally  prompt  to  speak,   and  acoosAi; 
to  cuatom,  he  took  the  lead  on  this  Dccastn. 

''  Out  with  it,  red-skin,"  he  cried,  in  \m 
usual  roogh  manner.  "  Have  yos  ducortRd 
a  cbijvmunk  in  a  tree,  or  is  there  a  salmoa- 
tn>ut  swimming  under  tbe  bottom  of  the  mo«( 
Tou  find  what  a  pale-face  can  do  in  tbe  vay  fi 
eyes,  now,  Sarpent,  and  mustn't  wonder  tlitf 
they  can  see  tbe  lands  of  the  Indians  from  tin 
off." 

*'  No  good  to  go  to  castle,"  pat  in  CU»- 
gacbgook,  with  emphasis,  the  moment  the 
other  ^ve  him  an  opportunity  of  tpwlff^- 
"  Huron  there." 

"  The  deril  he  is !  If  this  should  tarn  ool 
to  be  true,  Floating  Tom,  a  pretty  trap  «c 
were  about  to  pull  down  on  our  beads !  U«- 
ion  there !— well,  this  may  be  ao ;  bat  no  dgai 
can  I  see  of  any  tiling  near  or  about  the  oU 
hut,  but  logs,  water  and  bark— 'batiag  tvo  or 
three  windown,  and  one  door." 

Ilutler  called  for  the  glass,    and  to^^ 
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Buvful  snrvQv  of  the  spot,  before  he  ventured 
ta  opinion  at  all ;  then  he  sotnewhot  cavaUcrly 
expressed  bis  dissent  from  tfa«t  given  hj  the 
Indian. 
**  You've  got  this  glass  wrong  end  foremost, 
[Ddnnre,"  eontinocd  Htiny;  "  neither  the  old 
nor  I,  can  see  sny  tnul  in  the  Lskc." 
"  No  trail — water  make  no  trail,"  said  Hist, 
rljr.    "  Stop  boat — no  go  too  neap — Uoron 


"  Ay,  that's  it !     Stick  to  the  same  tale,  and 
people  will  believe  you.     I  hoi>e,  Sar> 

at,  you  and  your  gal  will  agree  in  telling  the 
•tory  olW  marrii^e,  as  well  ns  you  do 
now.  Huron,  there ! — whereahuuts  is  he  to  be 
seen— in  the  padlock,  or  the  chains,  or  the 
togs  i  There  isn't  a  gaol  in  the  Colony  that 
has  a  tnore  lock  up  look  about  it,  tlioo  old 
Tom's  chienti ;  and,  I  know  something  about 
gaols  from  esper'encc." 

"  No  sec  moccasin,"  said  Hist  impatiently  i 
"  why  no  look — and  sec  him." 

"  Give  me  the  glass,  Harry,"  interrupted 
lluttcr,  "  and  lower  the  sail.  It  is  seldom  that 
an  Indian  woman  meddles,  and  when  she  docs, 
tbere  is  generally  a  cause  for  iu  There  U,  truly, 
a  moccasin  floating  agiunst  one  of  Uie  pilest;  and 
it  may,  or  may  not  be,    a  sign  that  the  cattle 
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tiHn't  flSMped  mitora  in  our  &bMoce.  lbs- 
no  rareties,  howerer.  for  1  ««'• 
Riyself,  uid  UceraUfCT  wears  "eiUt  ■■^  !• 
urar  cm,  March ;  «nd,  for  that  vuUm,  • 
docs  ilctty,  quite  lui  often  ma  ibe  won  Aosi 
tboogh  I  aercr  rtt  mw  Judith  trast  h«r  |RBf 
foot  ill «  mooouut," 

Iluny  had  lowered  the  sail.  Rod  by  Uulw 
tlie  ark  was  within  two  buadred  yard*  tt^ 
Je,  settiiig  in,  tiearer  and  nearer,  each  w^ 
but  at  ante  too  cknr  to  «mts  aajr  »• 
Eadi  DOW  took  tbe  j^am  »  taa. 
tlw  castle^  and  erery  thntg  bmt  k.  «■• 
to  a  scrutiny  attll  mon  ri|^  da 
TWra  lb*  iDoaawi  by.  beyond  a  ^|H»- 
duatiag  ao  %blty,    and  pmcniag  ■ 
hm  ao  waD,  tftoi  it  wwa  touvely  wet.    It  hal 
{hi  by  a  piaoe  of  tbe  rm^  barit  of  «m4( 
>fika,  on  the  extcfior  of  tbe 
^tbat    loRBnl    tbe  dock    alraady 
vUoh  circumstatioe  alooe  pnnntud  it  (rm 
;  amy  bc&m  iko 

r,ofaiiiMwlii^fartbe 
Ot'tfaOfBOOCMin,  widKMC  ■iippii  Mi^  jt  lo  W*f 
by  an  aneay.     It  wgbt 
fatfaca,  e«w  vUa  » 
>^  ■niiwiiiia  arUw 
is 


I 


tmnnticed  mitU  (let«cteid  )>y  iho  aoate  vUton 
of  Hml  It  might  have  drifted  from  a  dUtanov, 
up  or  down  t)ic  Lnlce,  «nd  occidecitally  Imve  be- 
come attached  to  the  pile,  or  palisiule.  It  might 
hftvo  l>een  throvm  from  a  window,  and  alighted 
in  that  particalar  place ;  or  it  might  certainly 
liare  lailen  Irom  a  aooat,  or  an  assailant,  dur- 
ing the  post  night,  who  was  obliged  to  abandon 
it  to  tlie  lake,  in  the  deep  obiiourity  which  then 
prerailed. 

All  these  conjectures  passed  from  Hutter  to 
Hurry;  tbe  former  appcarim;  disposed  to  re- 
gard the  omen  as  a  titUc  sinister,  while  the 
latter  treated  it  with  his  usual  reckless  disdain. 
As  fur  the  Indian,  he  was  of  opinion  tlint  tlie 
moccasin  shoa]<l  be  riewe<l  as  one  would  re- 
gard a  trail  in  tlie  woods,  which  rni-rht,  or 
might  not,  equally  prove  to  be  threiitcmiig. 
Hiatf  however,  had  something  arailable  to  pn>- 
pots.  She  declared  Iter  readiness  to  take  a 
canoe,  t«  prooeed  to  the  paliiade,  and  bring 
awav  tl>u  moocaun,  when  its  ornaments  would 
show  wltetlier  it  came  from  the  Canadai  or  not. 
Both  tlie  white  men  were  disposed  to  accept 
this  offer;  but  the  Delaware  interfcrpd  to  pnv 
Tvnt  the  risk.  If  such  a  service  was  to  be 
undertaken,  it  be«t  became  a  warrior  to  expose 
bimself  in  its  execution ;   and  he  gave  his  re- 
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fosal  to  let  his  betrothed  pruoeed,  mndi  »lia 
qaict  but  brief  nutnner  in  which  in  lafao 
husbsncl  issues  his  commands. 

"  Wdl  then,  DelAvrarc,  go  yocredf,  if  jwAi 
so  tender  of  your  squaw/'   put  in  the  bmcr- 
moniouK   Hurry.     '*  That  mooauin  nnst  ht 
)iad,    or  Floating  Tom  will  keep  off,  here,  M 
arma-lengU),  till  tlie  health  coola  in  bis  abOi 
If  a  but  a  litde  deer-skin,  after  sU,  axul  oottUi* 
B-wmy>  or  that-a-way,  it's  not  a  skear-oov  M 
frighten  true  hunters  (rora  their  game,    tt'hat 
say  you,  Sarpcot,  shall  you  or  I  canoe  it  i" 

**  Let  red-man  go.    Better  eyes  than  ptle- 
faee — know  Huron  trick  better,  too." 

"  That  I'll  gainsay,  to  the  hour  of  my  dmk 
A  white  man's  eyes,  and  a  white  man's 
and  for  that  matter  his  ugfat  and  ears,  aniD 
better  than  an  Indian's,  when  fairly  tried. 
Time  and  ag'in  have  1  put  that  to  the  pmC 
aixl  what  is  proved  is  xartain.  Still  I  suppon 
the  poorest  ragabond  goii^,  whether  Delaware 
or  Huron,  can  find  his  way  to  yonder  hut  uid 
back  ag'in ;  and  so,  Sarpent,  use  your  psddit 
and  welcome." 

Chingachgook  was  already  in  the  anoe,  and 
he  dipped  the  implement  the  other  named^  iBiB 
tlic  water,  just  as  Hunt's  hnibcr  tongue  i«aMit 
Wah-t«  l-WaJt  saw  the  departure  of  her  v■^ 


fSor,  on 
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»r,  on  this  oocaaion,  with  th«  submUsiv« 
silence  of  kd  Indian  girl,  but  with  most  of  the 
misgivings  and  apprebension*  of  her  mx. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  put  night,  and 
down  to  the  moment  when  they  used  tlie  gtasa 
together  in  the  hut,  ChiiigAcligotjk  tiad  ma< 
nifeated  as  much  manly  tenderness  towarxls  bis 
betrothed,  as  one  of  the  most  refined  senti- 
ments  could  have  shown  under  similar  circum- 
stances ;  but  now  every  sign  of  weakness  was 
lost  in  an  appearance  of  abcm  resolution. 
AlUiough  Hist  timidly  endeavoured  to  catch 
his  eye,  as  the  canoe  left  the  side  of  the  ark, 
the  pride  of  a  warrior  would  not  permit  him 
to  meet  her  fond  and  anxious  looks.  The  canoe 
departed,  and  not  a  wandering  glance  rewarded 
her  solicitude. 

Nor  were  the  Delaware's  care  and  gravity 
misplaced,  under  the  impressions  with  which 
be  proceeded  on  tliis  enterprise.  !f  the  enemy 
had  really  gained  pos&cssion  of  the  building, 
be  was  obliged  to  put  himself  under  the  very 
moxxlea  of  their  rifles,  as  it  were,  and  tJiis  too 
without  the  protection  of  any  of  tliat  cover, 
wliich  forms  »o  essential  an  ally  in  Indian  war- 
fare. It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  of 
a  service  more  dangerous ;  utd  hud  the  Ser« 
pent  been   forced  by  the  cxiierieiice  of  ten 
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more  years,  or  had  bis  frieod,  tlie  Decnhi«t 
been  present,    it  would  never  hara  ben  N> 
tempted ;  the  lulvantngcs  tn  no  degite  coopk- 
sating  for  the  risk.     But  tlie  pride  ofan  laia 
cliief  vns  acted  on  by  tlie  rividry  at  eaktft 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  tliat  the  presciwB  of  tk 
very  creature  from  whom  hia  idew  of  mnhnt 
prevsnted  his  reo^ving  »  single  gbnea,  oi» 
Aovfaig  as  he  waa  widi  tlu  love  sba  ao  wl 
nwrited,  had  no  sraall  inflnenoe  on  his  dcUI- 
mination. 

Cbingadtgook  paddled  steadily  towaids 
palisades,  keeping  his  eye  on  the 
loops  of  tlw  biulding.  Bach  instant  be  o- 
pcctvd  to  see  the  mnule  of  a  rifle  puiliiMbil, 
or  to  licar  its  shaip  crack ;  but  be  succeeded  is 
renching  tl]c  pilc«  in  safety.  Here  be  vaa,tBa 
measure,  protected,  having  the  heads  of  lb* 
palisades  between  him  and  the  hut;  and  ibe 
ofaanoea  of  any  attempt  on  hi^  life,  while  tbs 
COTerod,  were  greatly  diminished.  Tbe  aaaa 
bad  reached  the  piles  with  its  bead  ■****''^ 
northward,  and  at  a  short  distSLUce  bam  A» 
moocasiu.  Instead  of  turning  to  pick  op  iW 
latter,  the  Delaware  slowly  tnode  tbe  orcoit  id 
the  whole  building,  dcliberatclr  rramrnr^ 
every  object  that  should  btttrsy  the  pwaeaa  of 
cnemira,  or  tbe  commiiaioDof  violoice. 
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t  fiogle  mgn  could  be  discovered,  liowever,  to 
oonBnii  the  ituspkions  tliat  hiul  been  avrakened. 
Tlie  stUlneM  of  desertion  pervadm)  tlio  build- 
ing ;  not  I  fiistening  wa>  tiispUced ;  not  a 
'window  had  been  broken.  The  door  looked 
u  Mcure  as  at  the  hour  when  it  was  clitsed  by 
Hatter,  and  even  the  gate  of  the  dock  had  all 
tite  cmtom&ry  fastenings.  In  short,  the  raost 
wary  and  jealous  eye  could  detect  no  other 
crideoce  of  tlte  visit  of  encmiei,  than  that  which 
w&B  eonnect«d  with  the  appearance  oftliefioat' 
big  moocaain. 

The  Delaware  was  now  greatly  at  a  Ion  how 
to  prowod.  At  one  moment,  as  he  came  round 
in  front  of  the  caatlc,  he  was  on  the  point  of 
atepping  up  on  the  platform,  and  of  applying 
his  eye  to  one  of  the  loops,  with  a  view  of 
takins;  a  dircc-t  personal  inspection  of  the  state 
of  things  witliin ;  but  he  honitatcd.  Though  of 
little  experience  in  such  inatt«rs,  himself,  he 
had  beard  »o  much  of  Indian  artifices  through 
traditions,  had  Ustened  with  such  breathless 
interest  to  (he  narration  of  the  c-scapes  of  the 
elder  warriors,  and,  in  short,  was  so  well 
schooled  in  tlie  theory  uf  hiscalhng,  that  it  was 
almost  ai  impossible  for  him  to  make  any  gross 
blunder  on  sucti  an  occasion,  as  it  was  for  a  well- 
grounded  sdiolar,  who  bod  commenced  oor- 
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rcctly,  to  ful  in  solving  Im  problem  in  milk- 
inatica.     Relinquishing  the  ukoineitlBfy  iiln* 
tion  to  land,  the  chief  slowly  pursued  hiscomc 
round  the  palisades.      As  he   approached  At 
moocasiii— having   nowr  nearly  completed  6* 
circuit  of  the  building — he  threw  the  ominoa 
article  into   the   canoe   by   a    dcxtenus  «i 
almost  imperceptible  morenient  of  hts  ptddld 
He  was  non- ready  to  depart;  butretnatm 
even  more  dangerous  than  tlic  approach,  is  tbe 
eye  could  no  longer  be  rireted  on  the  loeffc 
If  there  was  really  any  one  in  the  castle,  tin 
EDOtivc  of  the  Delaware  in  rDConooitiing  iBiift 
be  onderstood;  and  it   was   the  friseat  ««f, 
however  perilous  it  niight  be,  to  retire  with  an 
air  of  confidence,  as  if  all  distnut  were  to^ 
nated  by  the  examination.     Such,  aocor£i^iy, 
was   the  course  adopted  by  the  Indian,  wtn 
paddled  deliberately  an-ay,  taking  tlie  dirMboi 
of  tlio  ark,  sutfcring   no  nervous  impolat  tt 
quicken   the    motions  of  his  amu,  or  to  in- 
duce him  to  turn  even  a  furtive  glance  hiAiai 
him. 

No  tender  wife,  reared  in  the  re&nemenia  <i 
the  highest  civilization,  ever  met  a  boaliand  m 
his  return  from  ttie  field,  witli  more  of  to- 
aibility  in  her  countenanix,  than  Hist  dit- 
covered,  ax  she  saw  tlic  tireat  Serpent  of  tl>e 
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Debwares  itep,  onharmod,  into  the  ark.  Slill 
&he  repressed  Iter  emotions,  tliough  the  joy 
thtLt  spurUeA  in  her  (lark  eyes,  and  the  smile 
that  lighted  Irer  pretty  motitli,  tpoke  a  language 
that  her  betrothed  could  utidentAnd. 

"  Well,  Sarpent,"  cried  Ilurr)-,  always  the 
firat  to  speak,  "  what  news  from  the  Musknta  ? 
Did  thry  show  their  teeth  as  yua  surrounded 
their  dweUing  ?" 

"  1  no  tike  him" — scntentiously  returned  the 
Dckwire.  "  Too  stUl.  So  still,  con  see  silenoe  *.'' 

"  That '»  downri^)t  Indian— aw  if  any  thing 
eould  iDake  leai  noise  than  notliin^ !  If  you  *fe 
no  better  reason  than  this  to  gire,  Old  Tom 
had  better  hotit  his  sail,  and  go  and  get  hia 
breakfast  under  his  own  roof.  What  has  be- 
cone  of  the  nioocasin  i" 

"  Here,"  returned  Oungacbgook,  holding 
op  his  prize  for  the  general  ins])ection. 

The  moccasin  was  examined,  and  Iliat  con- 
fidently pronounced  it  to  be  Huron,  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  porcupine's  quills  were 
unqgcd  on  its  liront.  Iluttcr  and  tlie 
DdawBTC}  too,  were  decidedly  of  tiic  same 
opinion.  Admitting  all  this,  however,  it  did 
not  necessarily  follow  tliat  its  owners  were 
in  the  castle.  Tlie  moccasin  might  iiave 
'  dhltcd  from  a  distance,  or  it  might  have  fallen 
I    firoffl  th«  foot  of  some  scout,  who  had  quitted 
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tlte  place  wbra  hla  errand  ms  MceomfSi^^ 
In  short.  itexpUiiicd  noUiing,  while  it  iviliead 
so  much  distrust. 

Under  Uw  drcumstaDcea,  Hutter  ml  Bviy 
were  not  men  to  be  long  deterred  Aon  f» 
ocodtng  by  proofs  as  slight  as  that  of  the  tax- 
cann.     Tlicy  hoUbed  the  sail  agwn,  and  tbeiHi 
was  soon  in  motion,  heading  totrards  theoutk 
Tlie  n'iiid,  or   air,    continued    light,  and  At 
morement  was  sufficiently   slow   to  allow  (J 
a  deliberate  surrey   of  tlie  building    as  ikl 
scow  approached.     The  same  death-likc  stlOKS 
reigned,  and  it  was  difficult  to  fancy  tluttaj 
tiling   possessing   animal   life   oould  be  ia  M 
around  the  place.     Unlike  the  Serpent,  wIhm 
imsgination  hod  acted  through   his  traditiOBS 
until  he  was  reedy  to  perceive  ao  artificial  ia  a 
natur&l  stiUness,  the  others  saw  nothing  to 
apprehend  in  a  tranquillity  tltat,  in  mtb,  d»> 
noted  merely  the  rcjiuse  of  inanimate  ol^icU. 
The  accessories  of  tlie  aoene,  too,  were  auolfc» 
ing  and  calm,  rather  Uian  exciting.    Tba  day 
hud  nut  j-et  adnkuced  so  far  ax  to  bring  ^ 
sun   uhove  the  liurizun,  but  tlie  bcmveiu,  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  woods  and  lake  wnv  all 
seen  under  that  soAened  light  whieli  immrt 
ately  precedes  his  appearance,  and  wbicfa^  pCf^ 
haps,  is  the  most  witching  period  of  the  (oar* 
and-tn-cnty   hours.      It  is  tbc  moment  when 
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ererj'  tiling  U  dutinct,  orcn  the  ntmoajtlicre 
M«n)ing  to  {XKoeas  &  liquid  luciditjr,  Uie  tiuM 
«p|}««nng  frnj  and  softened,  witti  th«  outlines 
of  objects  dilFused)  and  tlte  per!i|>ective  juHt  as 
moni  tniths,  tliat  are  presented  in  titeir  «im* 
pljcity  without  Uie  meretrioious  aid  of  onia« 
ment  or  glitter.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  moment 
when  the  senses  seem  to  recover  their  powers 
in  the  simplest  and  most  accurate  (orins,  like 
the  mind  emerging  from  the  ohMuhty  of  doubu 
into  the  tranquillily  and  peaee  of  (teiiionMtraliun. 
Most  or  the  influence  that  such  a  scene  Is  apt 
■  to  produce  on  thou  who  are  properly  constl* 
tilted  in  a  moral  sense,  was  lost  on  Uutter  and 
Hurry:  l>ut  both  tlie  Delawarea,  though  too 
mucli  tocuatomed  to  witness  the  loveliness  of 
moming-tide  to  stop  to  analyse  titeir  fee)- 
iogs,  were  cquidly  sensible  of  the  heautks  of 
Ae  hour,  tliough  it  wax  prohahly  in  n  way 
unknown  to  themselves.  It  disposed  the 
young  warrior  to  peace ;  and  never  had  ho  fvlt 
less  longings  for  the  glory  of  the  combat  than 
when  he  joined  Hist  iu  the  cabin,  tlie  instant 
the  sOQw  rubbed  agun&t  the  side  of  the  plat- 
form. From  the  indulgence  of  such  ^ntle 
emotions,  Irawever,  he  was  aroused  by  a  rude 
mmmons  from  Hurry,  who  called  on  him  to 
come  forth  and  help  to  take  in  the  sail  and  to 
■ecure  tlie  ark. 
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Clungacligook  obeyed  {  *nd  by  tlie  tine  W 
liad  reached  the  bead  of  the  acow,  Hurry  m 
on  the  platrami,  stamping  his  feel,  tike  rat 
gUd  to  touch  what,  by  comparisuo,  might  bt 
called  terra  firma,  &nd  proclaiming  bia  indifr 
renoc  to  tfae  whole  Uoron  tribe  tn  hi*  «»■ 
tomary  noisy,  dogtastical  nunncr.  Uitttecbid 
liBUlcd  a  canuc  up  to  the  head  of  the  scow,  wi 
WAS  alrendy  about  to  undo  the  feateainp  d 
the  gate,  in  order  to  enter  within  tfae  ioA. 
March  tisd  no  otlicr  motiTC  in  landing  lliaai 
senseless  brarado,  and  baring  shaken  the  door 
in  a  manner  to  put  its  solidity  to  the  prooC  bi 
joined  Uuttor  in  the  canoe,  and  bcgui  tu  lid 
him  in  opening  the  gate.  The  reads  vill 
remember  that  this  mode  of  entrance  «ai 
rendered  necessary  by  tbc  manner  in  whtdi  iW 
owner  of  this  angular  residence  babitwJif 
secured  it  whcncrer  it  wmi  left  empty;  mn 
particularly  at  moments  when  dangv  «l* 
apprehended.  Hutter  had  placed  •  line  iolbi 
DelnwiiTc's  bund  on  entering  tfae  eanot^  in- 
timating tliat  the  other  was  to  fasten  tbevk 
to  the  platform  and  to  lower  the  sail.  Inittd 
of  following;  these  directions,  however,  Oin* 
gachgook  lefl  tbe  sail  standing,  and  thro«ifl|i 
the  bight  of  the  rope  over  the  bead  of  a  piki 
be  permitted  tlie  ark  to  drift  round  until  it  Uj 
against  the  defences  in  a  position  vben  it 
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oould  be  entered  only  by  mevia  of  t  bo*t,  tut 

by  ptiuing  along  the  kummiu  of  Uie  {nlindes ; 
the  Utter  being  on  exploit  thst  required  some 
command  of  the  feet,  and  wliidi  was  not  to  be 
Kttempted  in  tbe  &oc  of  a  resolute  enemy. 

In  conaequenoe  of  this  change  in  the  poHtwn 
of  the  toow,  which  was  effected  before  H  utter 
bad  tucceieded  ui  opening  tlie  gate  of  lua  dock, 
tbe  ark  and  the  castle  lay,  as  sailors  would 
express  it,  yard-ann  and  yard'ann,  kept  uunder 
lome  ten  or  tvelre  feet  by  means  of  the  pUeo. 
&s  the  scow  prcs&ed  dose  against  tlic  Utter, 
ii^  tops  formed  a  species  of  breast-vork  that 
RMe  to  the  height  of  a  roan's  head,  covering,  in 
k  certain  degree,  the  parts  of  tbe  soow  that  wera 
BOt  protected  by  the  cabin,  llic  DcUware 
mreyed  this  arrangenicnt  with  great  sati^ac- 
ioa,  and  as  tlie  canoe  of  Hutter  passed  through 
the  gate  into  the  dock,  he  thought  that  he 
tnight  defend  his  position  against  any  garrison 
[n  the  csitU,  for  a  sufficient  Dme,  could  be  but 
bare  had  tbe  helping  arm  of  hia  friend  Dcer- 
dayer.  As  it  was,  he  felt  comparatively  secure, 
Knd  no  longer  suffered  the  keen  apprehensions 
be  bad  Utcly  experienced  in  behalf  of  Hist. 

A  single  shove  sent  the  canoe  from  the  gate, 
to  tlte  trap  beneath  tlie  castle.  Here  Hutter 
d  «U  fiut,  neitlier  {uullock,  nor  chain,  nor 
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bar  having  been  molested.  The  kef  wu ;» 
duced,  the  locks  removed,  the  chain  UmmmI, 
uid  the  trap  ptuhed  upward.  Hurry  am 
thrust  his  Itcsd  in  at  the  opening ;  the  mm 
followed,  and  the  colossal  legs  rose  witbontanr 
apparent  effort.  At  the  next  inttant,  hb  hetrf 
fi>ot  iras  heard  aumping  id  the  paiiige  alwn  i 
that  which  separated  the  ehanib«riaftbe&lbr 
and  daughter,  and  into  which  the  trap  Vftad. 
He  then  gave  a  shout  of  triumph. 

"  Come  on,  tJd  Tom,"  the  reckleaa  woe^ 
man  called  out  from  within  the  bniUBa^ 
"  here's  your  tenement  safe  and  sound ;  ■;, 
and  as  empty  as  a  nut  tliat  lias  passed  hsifa 
hour  in  the  paws  of  a  squirrel  I  The  UclRnR 
brags  of  hcing  able  to  tee  silence ;  lot  hin 
here,  and  he  mvfftet  it,  in  the  bai^gain.** 

"  Any  silence  where  you  are,  Iluny  H. 
returned  Iluttcr,  thrusting  his  bead  in 
hole,  as  he  utt<:rod  tlie  last  word,  «hidi  if 
stantly  caused  his  voice  to  sound  siaoUtcrtd  t* 
those  without—"  tiny  silence  where  juo  sn 
ought  to  be  both  seen  and  fell,  for  it^ 
any  other  silence." 

"  Come>  come — old  fellow  ;  hoist 
np,  and  we'll  open  doora  and  windows  end  k* 
in  tbc  freali  lur  to  brighten  up  matters.  F<* 
words   in  troublesome  times,   make  BHO  ihl 
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>est  fr^inds.  Yuor  Aaiter  Judith,  is  what  1  call 
,  misbehaving  ]roang  woman,  and  tlkC  hold  of 
be  whole  family  on  me  is  ao  much  weakened 
>y  her  late  conduct,  that  it  wouldn't  lake  a 
pcech  MS  long  ai  lh«  ten  rominandiDentB  to 
end  me  off  to  tfac  rirer,  leaving  you  and  your 
mps,  yonr  ark  and  yoar  children,  your  man 
er^'ants  and  your  mnid-aervants,  your  oxen 
kkI  your  asses,  to  fight  this  battle  with  th« 
boqnois  by  yottrselrea.  Open  that  window, 
floating  Tom,  and  I'll  blunder  tlirou^li,  and  do 
Ike  aame  job  to  the  front  door." 
I  A  moment  of  ailcncc  succeeded,  and  a  noise 
ikfi  that  prodoccd  by  the  lall  of  a  heavy  body 
(flowed.  A  deep  execration  from  Hurry  suc- 
leeded,  and  then  the  whole  interior  of  the 
puildtng  seemed  alive.  The  noises  that  now  bo 
Inddeoly,  and  we  may  add  so  unexpectedly, 
jrren  to  llic  Dclnwnre,  broke  the  itiUDCa  within, 
^uld  not  be  mistaken,  lliey  reaemblod  thoae 
^at  would  be  prodaccd  by  a  struggle  between 
^ipn  in  •  cage.  Once  or  twice  the  Indian  yell 
■ms  given,  but  it  seemed  smothered,  and  as  if 
It  prooccdcd  from  exhausted  or  eoinpreascd 
Pirosta ;  and,  in  a  single  instance,  a  deep  and 
jBofttr  shockingly  revolting  execration  came 
Ihna  the  throat  of  Hurry.  It  appeared  as  if 
were  constantly  iJirown  U[>on  the  floor 
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with  Tiolenoci  as  often  rising  to  renc*  tl* 
straggle.     ChingacbgDok  felt  grestly  attlM 
what  to  do.     He  hsd  all  the  ftrmi  in  theal, 
Hutter  and  Hurry  hiving  proceeded  willo* 
tiieir  riSes ;  but  there  was  no  meana  of  nt^ 
tliem,  or  of  passing  thetn  to  the  hands  of  bdi 
on-iiers.    Tlic  combatants  irerc  literoBj  apt, 
rendering    it    almost    impossible,    under  Ai 
drcumstanocs,  to  get  out,  as  to  get  into  ^ 
building.    Then   there  was  Hist  to  embtnsa 
his  movements,  and  to  cripple  his  eSTorts.  VA 
a  view  to  relieve  himself  from   tjiis  disadna- 
tage,  he  told  the  girl  to  take  the  remsiaiti 
canoe,  and  to  join   Hutter's  daughters,  «te 
were  inautiausly,  but  deliberately  approadiiat 
in  order  to  save  herself,  and  to  warn  the  tAm 
of  their  danger.     But  the  girl   positiTdj' nid 
firmly  refused  to  comply.    At  that  okomcai^ 
no  human  power,  short  of  an  exercise  of  »■ 
perior  physical  force,  could  bare  induced  to 
to  quit  the  ark.    The  exigency  of  the  weamA 
did  not  admit  of  delay,  and  tlic  DcUwore  lecinf 
no  pouU>ility  of  serving  his  friends,  cut  lb 
liii6>Widby  n  strong  shore  forced  the  lea* 
■one  twenty  feet  clear  of  the  piles.    Here  tx 
took  tlie  sweeps,  and  succeeded  in  geUtngs 
short  distance  to  windward,  if  any  directiaB 
could  be  thus  termed  in  so  light  an  ail,  bnl 
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her  Uie  time,  nor  his  xldll  at  the  ocn, 
allowed  this  dutanec  to  be  great.  When  he 
ceased  roving,  tlie  axk  might  baTe  been  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  platform,  nnd  half  that 
distance  to  the  soutlivrard  of  it,  the  »il  being 
lowered.  Judith  and  Hetty  had  now  dis- 
corered  tliat  something  was  wrong,  uid  were 
atationary  a  thousand  leet  fartlier  north. 

AU  this  while  the  furious  struggle  continacd 
within  the  house.  In  scenes  like  these,  events 
thicken  in  less  time  than  they  can  be  related. 
From  the  moment  when  the  first  fall  was  heard 
within  the  building,  to  that  when  the  Dela- 
ware ceased  his  awkward  attempts  to  row,  it 
might  hare  been  three  or  four  minutes,  but  it 
had  evidently  served  to  weaken  the  combatants. 
The  oaths  and  execrations  of  Hurry  were  no 
longer  heard,  and  even  the  struggles  had  lost 
some  of  tlicir  force  and  ftiry ;  nevertticlcss, 
they  still  continued  with  unabated  perseverance. 
At  this  instant,  the  door  flew  open,  and  the 
fight  was  transferred  to  tlie  platibrm,  tlie  light 
and  llic  open  air. 

A  Huron  hnrl  undone  the  fastenings  of  the 
door,  and  three  or  four  of  his  tribe  rushed  after 
him  upon  the  narrow  space,  as  if  glad  to  escape 
from  some  terrible  scene  within.  The  body 
of  anotlier  followed,  pitched  headlong  through 
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the  door  with  terrific  liolerice.  Then  \UtA 
appeared,  raging  like  s  lion  at  bay,  and  lixn 
instant  Imd  from  bia  numcroaa  cnmn. 
Hutter  wma  already  a  captire  ssd  boati 
There  was  now  a  pauw  in  the  atnig^e,  «UA 
reiembled  a  lull  in  m  tempest.  The  neccMi^ 
of  breathing  was  commoit  to  tU,  and  the 
batants  stood  watcbiiig  each  other,  bin 
that  have  been  driven  from  their  holds,  and  w 
waiting  for  a  favourable  opportunity  of  rencvaf 
them.  We  shall  prutit  hy  tiiui  pause,  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  Indians  had 
posaesMon  of  Uie  ciutle ;  aikd  this  the 
willingly,  because  it  tnay  be  neceaaary  to  cxfdab 
to  Cbe  reader,  why  a  conflict  wbidi  had  ben  • 
ckise  and  fierce,  should  bare  also  been  m 
paratively  bloodless. 

Rirenoak  and  his  companion, 
the  latter,  who  had  appeared  to  be  a  soboi^ 
nate,  and  occupied  solely  with  hia  raft.  W 
tnado  the  closest  obscmtioiti)  in  their  ridu  H 
the  castle ;  even  the  boy  had  brought 
minute  and  valuable  infurmation.  By 
means,  the  Hurono  bad  obtained  a  gcnoals 
of  tlic  manner  in  which  the  place 
!itructe<i  and  secured,  as  well  as  denUa  tktf 
enabled  them  to  act  intelligently  in  the  Ml 
Notwitlistanding    the  care   that    Hulter 
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I  drop  th«  arlt  on  the  east  tu<Ie  of  the 

building  irlicii  he  vnx  in  the  wt  of  trans/ening 

■the  furniture  ftota  the  former  to  the  Utter,  be 

■lad  been  wstdicd  in  a  vay  to  render  the  pre- 

^eaution  useless.     Scouts  were  on   the  look-oat 

on  ttie  eastern,  as  well  aa  on  tlie  irestem  shore 

of  the  lake,  and  the  whole  proceeding  had  been 

noted.     As  sonn  as  it  was  dark,  rnfu,  like  that 

already  described,  ajiproachcd  from  both  shores 

to  reconnoitre;  and  the  ark  bad  passed  within 

['fifty  ieet  of  one  of  tbein,  without  its  bdng 

9vercd;    tlic   men   it  held   Ivin^   at  Uieir 

Jt  on  the  lugs,  so  as  to  blend  t)ienise]veii 

and  their  slow-moving  machine  with  the  water. 

I  When  these  two  sets  of  adventurers  drew  near 
the  castl«,  the}*  encountered  each  other,  and 
after  coiuinunicatinf;  their  respective  observa- 
tionS}  the  J  unhesitatingly  approached  tht 
building.  As  had  been  expected,  it  was  found 
empty.  The  rafU  were  immediately  sent  for  n 
reinforoenieiit  to  the  shore,  and  two  of  the 
■■TageB  remained  to  profit  by  their  situation. 
These  men  suceecded  in  gettini;  on  the  roof, 
and,  by  rcmovii^g  some  of  tlic  biirk,  in  entering 
what  might  be  termed  the  ganeL  Ucrc  they 
ima  found  by  tlujir  companions.  Hati^ta 
□ow  opened  a  hole  tlirough  the  square  lugs  of 
upper  floor,  through  which  no  less  than 


THE    DeRR8(.ATBIt. 


eij(ht  of  the  roost  athletic  of  the  Iiuliai 
dropped  into  the  Tx>om  beneath.  Here  tk; 
were  left,  well  supplied  witli  arms  and  pnrn- 
sions,  cither  to  stand  a  sic^e,  or  to  oiikt  t 
sortie,  as  the  case  might  require.  The  nlgkt 
was  passed  in  sleep,  as  is  osual  with  iDdumin 
A  state  of  activity.  The  returning  day  hr«{bt 
tliem  a  \-icw  oftheapprtMchofthe  arIc,tfarDi(b 
tlie  loops,  the  only  manner  in  which  li^t  mi 
air  were  now  adtmtted,  the  wiitdows  beiif 
closed  most  cfTcctually  with  plank,  ru^ 
fashioned  to  fit.  As  Hoon  as  it  was  nintniiiwi 
tliat  the  two  white  men  were  about  to  eotttbf 
the  trap,  the  chief  who  directed  the  prorefilii^ 
oftlie  Horons  took  his  roeasnrea  aonocdin^. 
He  removed  all  the  arms  from  his  own  ptoplt. 
even  to  the  knivca,  in  distrust  of  sara^  femciti. 
when  awakened  by  personal  injuries,  and  U 
hid  them  where  they  could  not  be  found  with- 
out It  search.  Uojies  of  baric  were  then  pn- 
pared,  and  taking  their  stations  in  the  Ibrw 
different  rooms,  tliey  all  watted  for  the  rigBd 
b)  fall  upon  their  intended  captives.  \t  son 
as  the  party  had  entered  the  building,  mci 
without  replaced  tlie  hark  of  the  roof,  maaiti 
every  sign  of  their  visit,  with  care,  and  tlm 
departed  for  the  shore.  It  was  one  of  tb«a 
who  littd  dropped  his  moocaain,  vbidt  1 
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not  been  able  to  find  agun  in  the  dark.  Had 
the  death  of  the  ^1  been  known,  it  is  probable 
DOtfaing  could  have  saved  the  Uves  of  Hurry 
and  Butter ;  but  that  event  occurred  after  the 
ambuah  was  laid,  and  at  a  distance  of  several 
milei  from  the  eacampment  near  the  castle. 
Such  were  the  means  that  had  been  employed 
to  produce  the  state  of  things  we  shall  continue 
to  describe. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

"  No*  >U  'u  <Idm  that  Dian  e»»  do, 

Aad  all  ii  doer  is  run  ! 
itf  lor* '  mj  luiIiTC  had.  adkn  I 

Fori  BMtcroM  lW«»l«; 

For  I  maM  croM  iIm  Maia." 

■««rroii  bauaB 


In  th«  laxt  chapter  wc  left  the  oomfaibiritl 
breathing  in  their  nairow  lists.  AocuatOBd 
to  Uie  rude  sporta  of  wrestling  and  jttiDf)iii( 
then  so  common  in  America,  mors  especnUf 
OR  the  frontiers.  Hurry  posseftsed  uiadraala^, 
in  atldition  to  his  prodigjioa  slrengtl^dat  U 
rendered  the  strug^e  leaa  ttnequU  tho  it 
might  otherwise  appev  to  be.  This  alooe  iii 
enabled  him  to  hold  out  so  long  agiiaat  ■■> 
many  enemies ;  for  the  Indian  is  by  no  nicmi 
remarkable  for  his  skill  or  force  in  atlilttic 
exercises.  As  yet,  no  one  had  been  serioinly 
hurt,  though  several  of  the  aavagci  had  i*> 
coircd  severe  falls ;  and  he,  in  pwtieolar,  vho 
had    been  thrown  bodily   upon    thi 
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might  1m  said  to  be  temporarily  hort  de  combat. 
Some  of  the  rest  vere  limpuig;  aiid  March 
himself  had  not  ontirclf  escaped  from  bruises^ 
though  want  of  breath  was  the  principal  loss 
tfaat  both  sides  wished  to  repur. 

Under  eircurasUnces  like  those  in  which  the 
putiea  were  pUccd,  a  truce,  let  it  uomc  from 
what  cause  it  might,  could  not  well  be  of  long 
continuance.  The  arena  was  too  confined,  and 
the  dictruat  of  treachery  too  great  to  admit  of 
this.  Contrary  to  what  might  be  expected  in 
bis  situation,  Hurrjr  was  the  6r8t  to  reoom- 
menee  hostilities.  Whetlier  tliis  proceeded 
from  policy,  or  an  idea  that  he  might  giun 
some  advantage  by  making  a  sudden  and  unex- 
pected assault,  or  was  the  fruit  of  irritation  and 
bis  un(I)'ing  hatred  of  an  Indian,  it  is  impos> 
sible  to  say.  His  onset  was  furious,  howerer, 
and  at  first  it  eanied  all  before  it.  He  seized 
the  nearest  Huron  by  the  waist,  raived  him 
entirelj'  from  the  platform,  and  hurled  liim 
into  the  water,  as  if  be  had  been  a  child.  In 
half  a  minute,  two  more  were  at  his  side,  one 
ofwbom  received  a  grave  injury  by  folUng  on 
the  friend  who  had  just  preceded  him.  But 
four  enemies  remained,  and,  in  a  hand-to-hand 
oonfitct,  in  which  no  arms  were  used  but  thas« 
which   nature   had  furnished,  Huiry  bchcvod 
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htmsclf  ftiUy  ubly  to  cope  with  Uiht  nninW  «f 
red-ski  ni. 

•*  Humilj !  01(1  Tom/'  he  shouted ;  "  tk 
rascals  nre  t&king  to  the  Uke,  and  I'Q  mob 
have  'em  all  swimming !"  As  these  wto^ 
were  attcrcd,  a  riolcnt  kick  in  the  face  Mai 
back  the  injured  Indian,  who  had  caught  at  tbt 
edge  of  the  platfomi  and  vna  endearoaiing  ta 
rusehimietf  to  its  level,  helplessly  and  bop- 
Icssly  into  the  water.  When  the  affray  m 
over,  his  dark  body  was  seen  Ihroo^  the 
limpid  elements  of  the  Ghmmcrglass,  lyiif 
with  outstrotchcd  arms,  extended  on  the  bol> 
torn  of  tlie  shoal  on  wliicli  tl>e  castle  itbooi, 
dinging  to  the  sands  and  weeds  as  if  lift  wet 
to  he  retained  hy  this  frenswd  grasp  of  death. 
A  blow  sent  into  the  pit  of  another's  stomacb 
doubled  him  up  Uke  a  worm  that  had  btci 
trodden  on ;  and  but  two  able-bodied  fta 
remained  to  be  dealt  with.  Oito  of  theic,ho*- 
ever,  was  not  only  the  largest  and  stroiigetl  <d 
the  Ilurons,  but  he  was  also  the  most  eipt* 
rienccd  of  the  warriors  present,  and  that  OM 
whose  sinews  were  the  t>est  strung  in  fi^H 
and  hy  marches  on  the  wv-path.  This  MA 
had  fully  appreciated  the  gigaotic  strength  «f 
his  opponent,  and  had  careAilly  husbanded  hi* 
oim.    He  was  also  equipped  in  the  best  omii- 
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ner  for  snob  s  conflict,  standing  in  nothing  bat 
his  breech-doth,  the  model  of  a  naked  and 
beentiliil  statno  of  agility  and  strength.  To 
gnsp  him  rcqoirad  additional  dextcritjr  and 
unusual  xtrcngth.  Still  Htirry  did  not  hesitate; 
but  the  kick  tJiat  liad  actually  destroyed  one 
fenow-crenture,  was  no  sooner  giren  than  he 
«^scd  in  witli  this  formidable  antagonist,  en- 
deaxoaring  to  force  him  into  the  water  also. 
The  struggle  that  succeeded  was  truly  fright^l. 
So  fierce  did  it  immediately  become,  and  so 
<]uick  and  changeful  were  the  evolutions  of  the 
athlets,  ttiat  the  reniuning  savage  had  no 
CJwnoe  for  interfering,  had  he  possessed  the 
desire,  but  wonder  and  apprehension  held  him 
spell-bound.  He  was  an  incxperivnocd  youth, 
snd  his  blood  curdled  as  he  wltneued  the  fell 
strife  of  human  pMsions,  exhibited  too  in  an 
unsccustocned  form. 

Hurry  first  attempted  to  throw  his  anta- 
gonist. Wit}i  this  view  be  seised  him  by  the 
throat  and  an  arm,  and  tripped  with  the  quick- 
ness and  forec  of  an  American  borderer.  The 
effect  was  (rustrstcd  by  the  agile  movements  of 
the  Huron,  who  had  clothes  to  grasp  by,  and 
whose  feet  avoided  the  attempt  with  a  niin* 
Ucness  equal  to  that  with  which  it  was  made. 
Then  followed  a  sort  of  m4Ue,  if  such  a  term 
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dbtincdr  lidAe.^ 
i«f  tbc  ooobauats  twami 

bomnr,  whi 

i  of  his  foe.  wtitt 

tlie  Banm  htm 

>  body  nokedf  ignast  te  Itp 

Loa  vms  K>  {iMl  • 

the  bite's  fredte. 

■  OMp  gnWB  }  SB  ^^ 
itoigODj'to  CK&pe  a  redan 
StOihc  nubcd  forwMri 
oopwaotts  Ait  hai 
rtsMd  at  in  naoimtiau.  Barry  mf* 
tW  other  by  ibe  w«ist,niBcd  him  baOj 
.  tbcpbdons,  and  fcU  with  biiown pnt 
toatin  ho^  brawrii  Thb  ■iIiBiImI 
B  te  tfaaned  tbe  ufferer,  thai  lit 
vbitB  opponeat  txnr  bad  bin 
fieldy  •>  bit  iDercT.  Paaug  bk  band*  : 
tbe  dnat  of  bu  Ticuis,  be  cowprtwtd  din 
viAtberttcagtbctfaTioe,  biriy  doobbngtW 
bead  of  ^  Haren  orv  the  edge  uT  the  pbri- 
fotm  BDt3  tbe  cbia  was  uppcnDost,  with  Uw 
be   expended.     An    imbal 
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nffioed  to  show  the  consequences.  The  eyes 
jf  the  sufferer  seemed  to  start  fonrard,  bis 
tongue  protmded,  and  his  nostrils  dilated 
Marly  to  splitting.  At  this  instant  a  rope  of 
wk,  having  an  eye,  was  passed  dexterously 
rithin  the  two  anns  of  Hurrj-;  the  end 
itmaded  the  eye,  fonning  a  noose,  and  bis 
dbows  were  drawn  together  behind  his  back, 
irith  a  power  that  all  his  gigantic  strength 
jould  not  resist.  Reluctantly,  even  under  such 
nrcamstsncea,  did  the  eiasperated  borderer  see 
tiis  handa  drawn  from  their  deadly  pmp,  for 
lU  the  evil  pauions  were  then  in  the  asoen- 
isnt.  Almost  at  the  same  instant,  a  similar 
bsUning  aecured  hti  ancles,  and  hts  body  was 
foUcd  to  the  centre  of  the  platform  as  help- 
lanly,  and  as  cavalierly,  as  if  it  were  a  log  of 
wood.  His  rescued  antagonist,  however,  did 
Dot  riae^  for  while  he  began  again  to  breathe, 
bis  head  still  hung  helplessly  over  the  edge  of 
the  logs,  and  it  was  thought  at  first  that  his 
neck  was  dislocated.  He  recovcmd  gradoally 
only,  and  it  was  hours  before  he  could  walk. 
Some  ftuidcd  that  neither  his  body  nor  his 
mind  ever  totally  recovered  from  this  near 
approach  to  death. 

Hurry  owed  his  defeat  and  captnra  to  die 
intensity  with  which  he  had  ooofleotnted  aO 
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fiw.    VfhUt  tlin  o^ 

behadbarWdtDtod* 

Ibo  tbe  bmds  of  the  pjln,  ilMf 

Md  ioned    tfatk  Cd» 

to  bm  goUcR  w 

in  icMfiaen  fcr  oe  m 

■nd  tbry  were  ippUa 

fts  Umry  Ur  preumg  til 

,«itbUs*bele«ei^t,  intcBiadf 

'  of  ■*— ^Wfg  him.    TW 

ilmwdia  ■Hn^  mooiail*,  kt 

■cUmng  ft  victocy  Art 

.  BBvc  D6m  fUkovnflQ  fof  Sffos^  or  BMt 

,  nd  ft  tmftivt.  So  liBsiM  iti 
itW<dttsafdteinle-&oe,  fttkd  sopnfr 
itteMnagib  be  exhibited,  thit  erenMbi 
&■  ft  abMp  before  tfaeni,  tfeff 
I  vidi  reiptet,  uid  cot 
TW  Midni  bodr  of  tfacir 
«ms  stiD  stRtdied  on  tbe  pUtfo 
tmiy  ■«  tbejr  eut  their  ejwtowmrda  tbe  U% 
iBqacslarAflca»di  tbit  bad  boo  bvM 
into  it  «o  nsotrasuxnotttlj-,  ftod  of  «bain  llMjr 
bad  knt  cigbt  in  tbe  ooofuoo  of  the  fny,  tbcy 
pctoeived  fab  fifekas  ftno  (£»gin;  to  the  gnta 
oo  the  bottom,  aa  ataaadf  dsMribed. 
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end  nrcumstanccs  contnbatod  to  render  the 
fictory  of  the  llurons  almost  as  lutounding  to 
then»e]>'es  as  a  di-fcaL 

Chingndiguoli  niid  his  betrotlved   had   wit- 
nessed the  whole  of  this  struggle  from  the  ark. 
niien  the  three  Hurons  were  about  to  pus 
tbe  cords  around  the  arms  of  the  prostrate 
Harry,  the  Delaware  sought  hi»  riHe ;  but  be- 
fore he  could  use  it,  the  white  man  was  bound, 
and   the  mischief  was  doiie.     He   might  still 
bring  down  an  enemy,  but  to  obtain  the  scalp 
WAS   impossible;    and  the  young  chief,    who 
would  so  freely  risk  tus  own  life  to  obtain  such 
■  trophy,  kesitatec]  about  taking  that  of  a  foe, 
without  sndi  an  object  in  view.     A  glance  at 
Hist,  and  the  recollection  of  wliat  miglit  fol- 
low, checked  oiiy  tmnsient  winh  for  revenge. 
The  reader  has  been  told  that  Chiiigadtgoolt 
could  scaredy  be  snid  to  know  how  to  manage 
the  oars  of  the  ark  at  all,  however  expert  he 
might  be  in  the  use  of  the  paddle.    I'ertmps 
there  is  no  manual  labour,  at  which  men  are  so 
bungling  and  awkward,  ns  in  their  first  attempts 
Id  pull  an  oar,  even  the  experienced  mariner, 
or  boatman,  breaking  down  in  his  efforts  to 
ligure  witli  the  celebrated  nillock  of  the  gondo- 
lier.    In  short,  it  is  temporarily  an  impmrti- 
Ckble  thing  for  a  new  beginner  to  succeed  with 
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bat,  ID  Thii  riMr,  it  ««•  wtoamtj 
itsoat  the  same  time,  and  tkoBit 
1  nib    SropSj  oc  nip  mn,  bovn^  n 
lorax  by  the  n«  ba^ik* 
.aod  thiftwis  theftuoDlbt 
t^  Dckmn  had  laeeeeded  in  nMniag  tltt  uk 
ai««i«heifidina6mtmL  Tl»ttMl.nM- 
vvHtaHi^^  Ma  nffioBd  to  prMnue  "**"*! 
ami  W  «M  taUf  amre  of  the  oitiod  aDMiiB 
H  V9KB  Hnt  >Da  hmtdf  were  bow  phM^ 
1  tk*  HuroBft  tsks  to  the  csooe  ifat  m 
ihng  Wrif  rii  tha  trap,  and  oone  fHMl 
At  «ae  aoiMst,  be  tlwM^  of  {■!»( 
Hisc  Bito  Aecukoe  to  his  own  postesnao,  ■a' 
ti  t^aMK  tD  the  caMeni  ixMMiiituBs.  in  ihf  bpM 
«r  iiaiMin^  the  Defawve  naafw  by  dnd 
But   nesy   fffliti'tnil  iititif    nggBMi 
I  to  pel  •  alop  to  tbis  indisonC  Mi^ 
U  «••  alaoit  certMB  that  ccoota  walchid  ik 
Uke  «■  both  ndai,  Hkd  do  canoe  could  poadif 
affvaich  te  don  witboot  being  acco  fna 
the  Ub.    Tbcn  a  mil  ooold  not  be  coaecaU 
fivM  lafiu  eyes,  and  tbc  stnogth  of  Htat «« 
sneqaal  to  a  flight  aaffickntly   —■■'■i'^  to 
utitiip  ^  panoit  of  trained  wanton.    Ite 
waa  a  part  of  Aneria  in  whkh  the  IndiBna  dU 
not  know  the  we  of  bonei^  and  ereiy  thnf 
vooU  dqpcod  on  the  phptcal  fsieigiea  of  the 
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fogitives.  Last,  but  far  from  being  least,  were 
tbe  thoughts  connected  with  the  situation  of 
Oeeralayer,  a  friend  was  not  to  be  deserted  in 
us  cxtremtj. 

Hist,  in  some  particulara,  reasoned,  and  even 
felt  differentia,  though  she  arrived  at  the  uiue 
OODclusions.  Uer  own  danger  disturbed  her 
less  tlian  ber  concern  for  the  two  sisters,  in 
whose  behalf  her  womanly  sympathies  were 
now  strong]]^  enlisted.  The  canoe  of  the 
gills,  by  the  time  the  struggle  on  the  platform 
had  ceased,  was  witliin  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  castle,  and  here  Judith  ceased  paddling, 
the  evidences  of  strife  first  becoming  apparent 
to  .the  eyes.  She  and  Uctty  were  standing 
emot,  anxiously  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
what  bad  occurred,  but  unable  to  satisfy  their 
doobts,  from  tbe  circumstance  that  the  build- 
ing, in  a  great  measure,  concealed  the  scene  of 
•ctioD. 

The  parties  in  the  ark,  and  in  the  canoe,  were 
indebted  to  tbe  ferocity  of  Hurry's  attaok  for 
their  momentary  security.  In  any  ordinary 
case,  the  girls  would  have  been  immediately 
captured ;  a  measure  easy  of  exe<?ution,  now 
the  savages  had  a  canoe,  were  it  not  for  the 
rude  check  the  nudAcity  of  the  Hurons  had 
received  in  the  recent  stru^^le.     It  required 
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■omc  little  time  to  fbcotct  from  the  (flttnof ' 
this  violent  scene ;  and  this  so  mncfa  tk  i 
became  the  prinapal  msn  of  the  puty,  b  ':' 
wsy  of  persoasl  prowess,  at  least,  had  bco  k. 
great  a  snffem'.     Still  it  was  of  the  kri  W 
portance  that  Judith  and  her  sster  shoaU  trtk 
tmmcdiatc  refuse  ia  the  arlc,  wheie  te  ddwM 
offered  a  tetnpormry  sbdlar  at  least ;  wi  Al 
first  step  was  to  derae  the  mnou  of  bdnif 
tlicfn  to  do  so.     Hist  showed  hnself  ta  At 
stern  of  the  scow,  and  made  many  ^cstott  nd 
signs,  in  vain,  in  order  to  induce  thegirlt  ta 
malic  a  circuit  to  avoid  the  castle,  and  to  ap- 
proach the  ark  from  the  eastward.     Bat  dua 
ngns  were  distrusted  or  miniDdentocxL    ha 
prolKiblc  Judith  was  not  yet  adBdcntly  tnfi 
of  the  real  state  of  tilings,  to  pat  fall  eoaUma 
in  cither  party.     Instead  of  doing  aa  doM 
she   rather  kept  more  aloof;  p^^ling  ttatif 
back  tu  the  north,  or  into  the  broadest  futtl 
the  lake,  where  she  could  ootnmand  the  widot 
view,  and  had  the  fairest  field  for  flight  Mait 
her.     It  was  at  this  instant  that  the  son  i^ 
pcared  above  th«  pines  of  the  east«m  raage 
of  mounuin,  and  a  tight  southerly  breeae  arose, 
as    was    usual   enoagh,    at  that    aeason    sad 
hour. 
CUingacbgook  lost  no  time  in 
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nil.  Whatcrer  might  lie  in  reserre  for  him, 
there  could  be  no  question  that  it  wan  every 
way  desirable  to  get  the  ark  at  such  a  distance 
from  tlie  ouUe,  as  to  reduce  his  enemies  to  the 
necessity  of  approaching  the  former  in  the 
canoe,  which  the  chances  of  war  had  so  in- 
opportunely for  his  wishes  and  security,  thrown 
into  their  hands.  Tlic  appearance  of  the  open- 
ing dcx:k  seemed  first  to  arausc  the  Ilurona 
from  tlidr  apathy ;  and  by  the  time  the  head 
of  the  Kcow  had  fallen  off  before  tlie  wind, 
which  it  did  unfortunately  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion, bringing  it  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
platform,  Hist  found  it  necessary  to  warn  her 
loTtr  of  the  importance  of  covering  Ins  person 
against  the  rifles  of  his  foes.  This  wits  a 
danger  to  be  avoided  under  all  circumstances, 
and  so  much  the  more,  because  the  Delaware 
found  that  Hist  would  not  take  to  the  cover 
herself  so  long  as  he  remained  exposed.  Ac- 
cordingly, Chingaehgook  abandoned  the  scow 
to  its  own  morements,  forced  Hist  into  the 
cabin,  the  doors  of  which  he  immediately  se- 
cured, and  tlien  lie  looked  about  him  for  the 
rifles. 

The  situation  of  the  parties  was  now  so 
singular  as  to  merit  n  particular  description. 
The  irk  via  within  sixty  yards  of  the  cBstte^ 


TBB    DBSRaLAYSn. 

a  little  Ui  the  Mouthuiird  or  to  vindwudij  i^ 
with  its  nil  fiiU,  uid  the  stccnng.oii  te- 
doncd.  Th«  Utter,  furtunftU-ly,  vna  loiM, » 
that  it  produced  no  grcnt  influence  oq  tbatob- 
like  moTcmcDt  of  Utc  unwiddly  craft.  1W 
sail  being  HCt,  u  sftUon  term  it,  fljin^  a 
hftving  no  braces,  the  oiir  forced  the  jvd  Im- 
ward,  ttiuuf;h  both  sheet*  n-crc  fast.  Tlwe&d 
wax  tlirccfold  on  a,  boAt  witti  a  bottom  Ihit  ni 
perfectly  flat,  and  which  drew  merely  mM 
three  or  four  inclie*  of  water.  It  praueit  lit 
head  slowly  round  to  leeward,  it  foroed  lb 
whole  fabric  bodily  in  tiic  same  dirceliM  M 
the  same  time,  and  the  water  that  anaToidiUf 
gathered  under  the  lee,  gare  tlie  scow  iImi 
forward  morenient.  All  tliese  clionge*  wot 
exocedinfcly  slow,  however,  for  the  wind  wu 
not  only  light,  bat  it  was  bafHing,  as  ufloal,  ■! 
twice  or  thrice  tlie  sail  shook.  Once  it  w« 
absolutely  tAken  aback. 

Hul  there  been  any  keel  to  the  ark,  it  vcnl^ 
inevitably  hare  run  foul  of  the  pUtlbnii,  bov* 
on,  when  it  is  probable  notliing  could  hn^ 
prevented  the  Hurons  from  carrying  it  i  bm^ 
particularly  as  the  sail  would  have  enabkiS 
them  to  approach  under  cover.  Aa  it  wat,  ^i^ 
scow  wore  slowly  round,  barely  oleariiVi  t^** 
part  of  the  building.     The  piles  projeeltV 
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Mrenl  feet,  tAttf  were  not  cleared,  but  the 
haul  0/  tJie  klow-moring  craft  taught  betweea 
two  of  them  by  one  of  its  square  comers, 
lad  hung.  At  this  monetit  the  DeUware 
vu  vigiUntljr  watching  through  a  loop  for 
An  opportunity  to  fire,  wUle  the  Uurona 
kept  within  the  building,  similarly  occupied. 
The  exhausted  warrior  reclined  against  the 
hot,  there  having  been  no  time  to  rcmoTe 
him,  and  Hurry  lay  almost  as  helpless  as  e 
log,  tethered  like  n  sheep  on  its  way  to  the 
•Unghtcr,  near  the  middle  of  the  platforcn. 
Chingachgook  could  have  tlaui  the  first  at  any 
moment,  but  still  his  scalp  would  have  been 
safe,  and  the  young  chief  disdained  to  strike  a 
blow  that  could  lead  to  neitlier  honour  nor 
advantage. 

"  Run  out  one  of  the  poles,  Sarpent,  if 
Sarpcnt  you  t>e,'*  said  Hurry,  amid  tlie  groaiu 
tliat  tlte  tightness  of  tlte  ligatures  were  bo* 
ginning  to  extort  from  liim — "  run  out  one 
of  the  poles,  and  shove  the  head  of  the  soow 
off,  011(1  youll  drift  dear  of  us — and  when 
yriu'vc  done  ttiat  good  tum  for  yourttif,  just 
finish  tliis  gaggiog  bUickguard  for  me." 

The  «pi>eal  of  Hurry,  however,  had  tio  other 
effect  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  Hist  to 
his  situation.    This  quick-witted  creature  com- 
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maakiijmetni 
vitttxj  tcwnof  BBBt  t  utucpitt 

i  ia  a  lov  bat 

nil   bere.  ud  M  ■ 
•boot    Honai  if  b 

dc  Lotd,  gd,  th*f  • 
lad  it  afad  be  tried,  if  Ac  nun  <^ 
f  ■  Kttk  naver.  Pot  k  M 
I  far  aw  to  &1I  oe." 
■  nad  iC  a  bippf  aaofocBt,  far  tin) 
iltbB  ladhw  mde  anpid  d» 
wmoBf  wnmltMwoBilyt 
■aaM,  ihoi^  wrcnl  boBetspMid 
Oe  loops.  Hist  bad  beard  put  «f 
birt  nortof  vbat  be  andni 
1  anc  aMfp  Rportv  Of  tfae  Df^arau.  Sat 
Itbebarof  tiwdoortb^  led  to  tbettcn 
^  A*  MOW,  bat  £d  not  du«  tv  espoac  her 
pB^a.  ABtUiliBtetbebcadcWlbesrfcbu^ 
bat  b;  a  siadaaUf  decmaaiog  bold,  ai  Ot 
■Am'  cad  an^  dowljr  round,  neuer  nd 
BCMV  to  ibe  phtfcrni.  Hvry,  who  now  Uf 
■iA  hii  tei  towudi  tbe  aik,  ixemom^ 
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ftliing  and  turning  orer  like  one  in  p«iii» 
evoladoiis  he  had  performed  ever  rince  be  wwt 
secured,  watching  ercry  change,  and  at  last,  be 
saw  that  the  whole  rcasel  irai  irc«,  and  was 
beginning  to  grate  slowlj  along  the  ndes  of  the 
piles.  The  attempt  was  desperate,  bttt  tt 
seemed  the  only  chance  for  escaping  torture 
and  death,  and  it  suited  the  redcless  daring  of 
the  man's  clianictcr.  Waiting  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, in  order  that  tlte  stem  uf  the  sonw  might 
birty  rub  against  the  platform,  he  began  to 
writhe  again,  as  if  in  intolerable  sofferii^,  exe- 
oating  all  Indians  in  general,  and  the  Hurona 
in  partictUar,  and  then  he  suddenly  and  rapidly 
rolled  orer  and  over,  taking  the  direction  of  the 
stem  of  the  soow.  Unfortimstely,  Hurry's 
ahoulders  required  more  space  to  rerolre  in 
than  his  feet,  and  by  the  time  he  reached  the 
edge  of  the  platform,  Iiis  direction  had  so  fu 
chani^  as  to  any  him  dear  of  tlic  ark  alto- 
gether ;  and  the  m]>idity  of  his  revolutions,  and 
the  emergency  admitting  of  no  delay,  he  fcU 
into  the  water.  At  tliis  instant,  Chingachgook, 
by  an  understanding  with  his  betrothed,  drew 
the  Are  of  the  Huruns  again,  not  a  man  of 
whom  saw  the  maimer  in  which  one,  whom 
they  knew  to  be  effectually  tethered,  had  di»|>- 
peared.       But   liist's   feelings   were  strongly 
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interested  in  tlie  success  of  so  bold  *  tdbtm  . 
and  she  watched  the  tnovements  at  Ilniiy  m 
the  cat  vtttdies  the  mou»e.    The  noowni  be 
was  in  motion,  slie  forauw  the  conaegmaca, 
and  this  the  more  readily,  u  tfte  scow  mt  um 
beginning  to  move  with  sonie  steadiness  nl 
she  bethought  bcr  of  the  means  of  saTiiigb& 
With  a  sort  of  instinctive  readiness,  sfaeopeMd 
the  door  at  the  very  moment  the  rifles  vei 
ringing  in  her  ears,  and  protected  liy  the  Ml» 
Tcning  cabin,  she  stepped  into  the  stem  of  At 
scow  in  time  to  witness  the  fall  of  UoRj  vta 
(ho  lake.     Her  foot  was  unconsdoosly  jJacal 
on  the  end  of  one  of  the  alieets  of  llic  oil. 
which  was  fastened  aft,  and  catching  up  aB  Ha 
spare  rope,  with  the  awkwardoeasy  bat  tbo 
with  the  generous  resolution  of  a  womin,  *he 
threw  it  in  the  direction  of  the  helplesa  Utl^]^ 
The  line  fell  on  the  head  and  body  of  the  hiIl* 
ing  man,  and  he  not  only  succeeded  in  gm^ 
ing  scjtaratc  parts  of  it  with  hia  bands,  but  he 
actually  got  a  portion  of  it  between  his  tcctb. 
Hurry  was  an  expert  swimmer,  and  tethereda 
he  was,  he  resorted  to  the  rrry  expedieat  iM 
philosophy  and  reflection  would  havo  saggMla^ 
He  bad  fallen  on  liis  back,  and  instead  of  flov 
Bering  and   drowning    himself    bv    de^iaati 
•ffoits  to  walk  on  tlie  water>  he  permitted  bis 
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tedy  to  sink  as  low  rx  potslhle,  nnd  wis 
ifacadf  submcf^d,  with  the  exception  uf  hia 
fice,  when  the  line  reached  him.  Id  this  sttu- 
■tioii  lie  might  ponmiblj  have  remained  uittil 
rescued  by  the  Hurom,  using  his  huida  u 
fiahea  osc  their  fins,  Itad  he  received  no  other 
Kuccotir;  but  the  movement  of  the  ark  soon 
tightened  the  rope,  and  of  coarse  lie  was 
dragged  gcntlj-  ahead,  holding  even  pace  with 
<he  MOW.  The  motion  aided  in  keeping  hia 
fiwe  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  it 
would  lukve  been  possible  for  one  accustomed 
to  endurance  to  have  been  towed  a  mile  in  this 
•ii^ular  but  simple  manner. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Hurons  did  not 
obaer\-e  tlie  sudden  diitnppearanoe  of  Hurry. 
In  his  present  situation,  Ite  was  not  only  hid 
from  view  by  the  platfoim,  but  as  the  ark  drew 
slowly  aliead,  impelled  by  a  sail  that  was  now 
filled,  he  rcccircd  the  same  friendly  service 
£rom  the  piles.  The  Ilurona,  indeed,  were  too 
intent  on  endeavouring  to  slay  their  Delaware 
toe,  by  sending  a  bullet  through  some  one 
of  the  loops  or  crevices  of  the  cabin,  to  bethink 
them  at  all  of  one  whom  tlicy  fancied  so 
thoroughly  tied.  Their  great  concern  was  the 
msoner  in  which  the  ark  ruhbod  past  the  piles, 
althoogli  ita  motion  was  Icasencd  at   Icsst  ooe 
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i«f  Harry.  A*  tk 
ri6a  Mot  (bar  bHi 
rtotbe«lhtf,btt 
I  o(  the  oppcHiiK  p»- 
txs  ven  toe  ^uh  to  pevnut  w)]r  njwj  tn  bf 
Am.  At^tkoDeridelMttfae 

tbeplantfc,  of  acenigtbt 
rflftfae^ks  BhaeMfccr,  vImi it  i» 
r,    with    a 
itowds  the  north, 
now  fint  lomed  rmb 
tbe  critical  tttuditiaa  of  Iltun-.    To  hint  a- 
dcfacr  of  their  penons  in  tb«  tttn  itfAt 

twTiiiMttly,  ne  loect  to  ■Uui  tno  nm  dH( 
led  fa««ardtotbefoo(of  the  nil.  tht  Dik 
ww«  fiwDd  awms  to  onloooea  it  from  Ik 
cieetdk}  wd  Hiat,  vbo  wm  alicadj  femd 
6r  that  purpoae,  iwimfdiitdy  tw^oto  pd 
«paB  the  line.  At  this  nonwot  Hottt  *m 
towir^  fiftr  or  sixty  fwt  astern,  with  nolkaf 
bnt  his  bet  above  water.  Ax  he  was  dngp' 
oat dmt  of  the  onlle  and  the  pile*,  htwm 
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%t  pcrceired  by  the  Ilurofu,  wbo  nisei)  * 
lidcouB  Tcll,  Slid  commenced  &  fire  on  wh&t 
^y  very  well  be  trrmed  the  Sorting  mus.  It 
•  at  the  same  instant  that  Hist  begao  to 
upon  the  lin«  foncud — ft  drcamstutoe 
It  probably  saved  Hurry's  life,  uded  by  bis 
Belf-po>*esMon,  and  border  rauliness.  The 
first  ballet  struck  the  water  directly  on  tbe 
it  where  the  broad  chest  of  (he  young  gJuit 
ras  visible  through  the  pure  element,  snd 
light  have  piercnl  hU  heart,  had  the  angle  ftt 
rfaich  it  was  fired  been  less  smtc.  Instead  of 
aetratiiig  the  lake,  however,  it  gisnccd  from 
smooth  aurfsoe,  rose,  snd  actually  buried 
itself  in  the  logs  of  the  cabin,  near  the  spot  tt 
which  Chini;ach^ook  had  shown  himM^lf  the 
nunate  before,  while  clc«iing  tlie  line  from  the 
deeU  A  second,  and  a  t}iird,  and  a  fourth 
ballet  followed,  all  meeting  with  the  same 
resistAncc  from  the  surface  of  tltc  water,  though 
,  Hurry  »en*ibly  felt  tlie  violence  of  ihc  blows 
struck  upon  tlie  lake  so  immediately 
and  so  near  his  breast.  Discovering 
'  mistake,  tlie  Hurons  now  changed  their 
pllo,  and  aimed  at  the  uncovered  face ;  but,  by 
this  time.  Hist  was  pulling  on  the  Une,  the 
tuget  advanced,  and  the  deadly  missiles  still 
feU  upon  the  water.     In  another  moment  the 
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bodlf  was  infsfii  put  the  end  of  ibi  nw. 

■ml  I>ecame  concealed.  Aa  for  tlie  IMHn| 
tnd  Htat,  Uiey  worked  perfectly  coTeitd^A*' 
c«l)in,  nod  in  leu  time  thun  it  requires  toidliti 
they  hnd  hauled  the  huge  fnune  of  1)uit|  to 
the  pliice  they  (xxujiied.  Chingndigook  Btal 
in  reudinetK  with  hia  keen  km/e,  bdiI  henbl 
orer  the  side  of  the  scow,  he  toon  terend  A» 
bark  that  bound  the  limbs  of  the  bordi^t.  Ti 
nise  him  high  ennugh  to  reach  the  edget^di 
bo«t,  and  to  aid  him  in  entering,  were  kuWf 
tftsks,  «!i  Hurry's  arms  were  still  neadyneleM; , 
but  both  were  done  in  time,  when  the  lib 
man  staggered  forward  and  fell,  exhauittdi 
helpless  into  the  bottom  of  tbc  soov, 
VG  shall  leare  him  to  recover  his  stren|lki 
^e  due  circulation  of  bis  blood,  while  ■«( 
eeed  with  tl>e  narrative  of  evenu  that 
upon  ua  too  fut  to  admit  of  any 
mait. 

The  moment  the  Harons  lost  sigiit  ctfl 
body  of  Hurry,   they  gave  a   common  yd ' 
disappointment,  and  three  of  the  most  ttti»* 
their  number  ran  to  the  tra|>,  and  entttcd  i 
canoe.     It  required  some  little  delay,  lio« 
to  cmbaric  wiili  their  weapons,  to  nnd  the  | 
dies ;  and,  if  wo  may  use  a  phrase  to 
technical,  "  to  get  out  of  dock."     By  tbu  \ 
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Furry  vna  in  the  scow,  nnd  tlie  Delaware  had 
this  fides  again  in  readiness.  .\»  Ute  ark  neces- 
jaarily  sailed  before  Uie  wind,  it  had  got  by  this 
[tunc,  qnite  two  hundred  yards  from  the  caslle^ 
land  wax  sliding  away  each  instant,  farther  and 
[frrtber,  though  with  a  motion  so  easy  as  scarcely 
I'to  stir  the  water.  The  canoe  of  the  girls  was 
quite  •  qu«1«r  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  ark, 
[obviously  keeping  aloof,  in  ignorance  of  wliat 
occurred,  and  in  apprehension  of  tlie  coni«e- 
qoeDcea  of  renturing  too  near.  They  had  taken 
the  direction  of  the  eastern  shore,  eiidea- 
TXKiring  at  the  same  time  to  get  to  windward  of 
the  ark,  and  in  n  manner  between  the  two 
{Mfliea,  as  if  distrusting  whieh  was  to  he  con- 
atdereit  a  friend,  and  which  an  enemy.  The 
girU,  from  long  habit,  used  the  paddles  with 
great  dexterity ;  and,  Judith,  in  particular,  had 
often  sportirely  gained  races,  in  trials  of  speed 
with  the  youths  that  occasionally  visited  the 
_  lake. 

H  When  the  three  Hurons  emerged  from  he- 
HUnd  the  palisades,  and  they  found  themselves 
on  the  open  Ukc.  and  under  the  necessity  of 
advancing  unprotected  on  the  ark,  if  they  per- 
severed in  the  original  design,  their  ardour  scn- 
ribly  cooled.  In  »  bark  cenoc,  tliey  were  to- 
tally without  cover,  and  Indian  discretion  was 
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from  the  rifl«,  tbe  Ilaixms  MMned  •»)- 
denlT  to  take  their  ictotatwo,  and  bcg»a  to 
dixpLa;^  it  bjr  Emog  eager  diiie  to  tha 
girls. 

niicn  this  last  de^gn  ww»  m^Oftti^  tfae  cir> 
eum^tanccs  of  all  parties,  ■>  wwcWd  widl 
tliar  rclatiTe  positjons,  were  matcriany  "^'^'y' 
"nie  ark  had  sailed  sad  drifted  qoiu  half  m 
mile,  snd  wu  nearly  thai  Histoiwt  dae  ootth  of 
the  c&«tlp.  As  >ooii  aa  tba  Ddawarc  perecitad 
that  tlic  girls  ftvoidcd  him,  unable  to  manage 
his  unwieldy  craft,  and  knowinj;  that  flight 
frmn  A  bark  canoe,  in  the  event  of  pursuit 
would  be  a  usck-s*  expedient  if  attempted,  he 
had  loirered  his  satJ ,  in  the  hope  tt  might  induce 
the  sistrrt  to  diangc  thrir  plan,  and  to  seek 
refuge  in  the  scow.  This  demonstration  pm- 
dooed  no  other  effect  than  to  keep  the  ark 
nearer  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  to  enable 
those  iu  her  to  become  witnesses  uf  the  chase. 
The  canoe  of  Judith  was  about  a  qoarter  of  a 
mile  south  of  tliat  of  the  Hurons,a  little  nearer 
to  the  east  shore,  and  about  the  same  distance 
to  the  southward  of  the  castle,  as  it  was  from 
the  hostile  canoe,  a  circumstance  whicb  ncees- 
aaiily  put  the  last  nearly  abreast  of  Mutter's 
fortreu.  With  the  Kveral  parties  thus  situated, 
lite  ehnse  commenced. 
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At  the  nwcnent  wben  the  Huron*  to  ail- 
ieaif  dMBfed  their  mode  of  attn^  tfant 
ODoens  Dot  in  tfas  best  posnble  Tidag  bm 
Ttec  were  but  two  paddle*,  sod  the  tlmd  am 
WM  ao  moch  cxtn  *nd  mdwi  eugo.  Tin 
tlie  diflcrence  in  vdgbt,  betveca  tbe  nittn 
■od  tbe  other  two  men,  more  espedaUj  ia  f» 
«^  BO  extrenelf  ligbt,  Klmost  neutnlwd  mt 
diffefcaoe  tbat  might  proceed  from  tbe  gmttf 
tfieogtb  of  tbe  Uuruns,  and  rendered  the  tnil 
of  apacd  hr  from  being  as  unequal  a«  it  ni^ 
aeen.  Jaditfa  did  not  commeDoe  hcr< 
until  tbe  near  approach  of  the  other 
leudeted  the  object  of  tbe  moTemeat  otftai*, 
and  then  &he  excited  Hetty  to  aid  her  with  bcr 
foal  »kiU  and  strcDgth. 

"Why  should  we  ran,  Judith,"  adod 
the  simple-miadcd  girl ;  "  the  Huroos  ban 
nenr  banned  ate,  nor  do  I  tbinlt  they  rm 
win." 

"  TtM  may  be  true  at  to  you,  Hetty,  but  ii 
wiD  ptore  rery  ditTerent  with  me,  Kncd 
down  and  say  your  prayer,  and  then  fiae^  and 
do  your  utmost  to  help  escape — ^Tbink  aim» 
dear  giri,  too,  as  you  pray." 

Judith   gave  tbeae  directiou  from 
feeling  ;  first,  becanae  she  knew  that  her  i 
erer  sought  tlw  support  of  her  Gnat  Ally,  ia 
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■able;  and  nest, 
ibleness  and  dgpewtenw  nddady  i 
ier  fnm  prood  >pirit  in  thst  mooient  of  ap- 
parent desertion  and  tmL  The  pnya 
quickly  said,  howercr,  and  the  i 
in  rapid  mntion.  StiU,  ncHber  paitf  rtjorttd 
to  tbcir  greatest  exertions  from  the  ootseC,  both 
knowing  tliat  tbe  chase  was  Ukdj  to  be  ardnooi 
and  long.  Like  two  reaacls  of  war  that  are 
preparing  for  an  encounter,  xhex  seemed  deair- 
ooa  of  first  ascertaining  their  reapectiTe  rates  atf* 
speed,]!!  order  that  they  migfatknow  bow  togndo- 
ate  their  exertions  previously  to  tbe  great  tffort. 
A  few  minutes  auAioed  to  show  the  Huronsthat 
the  girls  were  expert,  and  that  it  wotitd  reqoire 
all  their  skill  and  energies  to  overtake  them. 

Judith  had  inclined  towards  tlie  eastern 
shore  at  the  commencement  of  the  chase,  with 
a  vague  determination  of  landing  and  flying 
to  the  woods,  as  a  last  resort ;  but  as  she  ap- 
proached the  land,  the  certainty  that  scouts 
must  1»  watching  her  movements,  made  her 
reluctance  to  adopt  such  an  expedient  uncun- 
qucraltlc.  Then  slic  was  still  fresh,  and  had 
sanguine  hopes  uf  being  able  to  tire  out  her 
pursuers.  With  such  feelings  she  gave  a  sweep 
with   her  paddle,  and    sheered  off  from  the 
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binge  of  tUrk  bemlocks,  beneath  the  ihidatt 
whidi  she  wis  so  near  entering,  and  hdd  te 
nj  again,  more  towards  the  centre  of  tbeUii 
Tliis  seemed    the   instant  broorable  (or  tk 
HaiODs  to  make  their  push,  aa  it  gave  tbs 
the  «itire  breadth  of  the  sheet  to  do  it  is; 
and  this,  too,  in  the  widest  part,  as  soon  m 
they  bad  got  between  the   fu^tives  and  tbe 
land.    "Die  canoes  now  flew;  Judith  miUng 
up  for  what  she  muted  in  strength,  by  ha 
ereat  dexterity  and  self-corn mund.     For  half  a 
mile  the  Indians  gair.ed  no  material  adraDt^, 
hut  the  continuance  of  so  great  exertioiu  tor 
so  many  minutes    sensibly   affected    all  coa- 
crmed.      Here  the  Indians  resorted  to  Ui  ex- 
pedient that  enal>led  them  to  give   one  ot  their 
party  time  to  breathe,  by  shifting  the  paddles 
froDi  hand  to  hand,  and  this  too,  without  sen- 
sitilr  relaxing  their  efforts.   Judith  occasiomlly 
looked  behind  her,  and  she  saw  this  expedient 
practised.     It  caused  her  immediately  to  dis- 
trust the  result,  since  her  powers  of  endurance 
were    not  likely    to  hold   out    against  those 
of  men  who  had  the  means  of  relieving  each 
other;    stilt  she  persevered,  allowing  no  very 
visible  consequences  immediately  to  follow  the 
change. 
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Ax  yet,  the  Indians  luul  iint  been  able  to  get 
neuer  to  the  girls  (h&ii  two  hundred  yards, 
though  tl)«y  were  what  seameQ  would  terra 
"  in  their  wake ;"  or  in  a  direct  line  behind 
tiiem,  passing  over  tl»e  sarao  tnck  of  water. 
This  made  tlie  pursuit  what  is  technically  called 
a  "  steni  chase,"  which  is  prorefbiaUy  a  "  long 
ebaae  ^  the  meaning  of  wluch  is,  that  in  con- 
aequenoe  of  tlie  relative  pontioa  of  the  parties 
no  cliange  Iwcomeit  apparent,  except  that  which 
is  ■  direct  gain  in  the  nearest  possible  approach. 
'**  Long"  as  this  species  of  chaite  is  admitted 
to  Ik,  however,  Judith  was  enabled  to  per- 
cave  iliac  the  Hurons  were  sensibly  drawing 
nearer  and  nearer,  before  she  had  gained  the 
centre  of  the  lake.  She  was  not  a  ^rt  to 
despair ;  but  there  was  an  instant  when  she 
thought  of  yielding,  with  the  wish  of  being 
curied  to  the  camp  where  she  knew  the  Deer- 
abyer  to  be  a  captirc ;  bat  the  considerations 
connected  witli  the  means  she  hoped  to  be  able 
to  employ,  in  order  to  procure  his  rrlcaaCi 
immediately  interposed,  in  order  to  slimulat* 
her  to  renewed  exertions.  Had  there  been  any 
cme  there  to  note  the  progress  of  the  two 
canoes,  he  would  have  seen  that  ui  Judith 
flying  swiftly  away  from  its  pursuers,  ajt  tlic 
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girl  gnve  it  fires))  l]r-imp«Ued  speed,  vliile  te 
mind  was  thus  dwcUinj^  on  her  owa  BtdcntflA 
generous  sclicmcs.     So  ituiUnBl,  uuk(4  ** 
tlie  diSerenoe  in  Uie  rate  of  going  between  At 
two  canoes,  for  the  next  6re  minutes,  tiisttU 
Humns  began  lo  be  oonvinoed  all  tlieir  pnm 
mutt  lie  exerted,  or  Ute;  would  taSer  ibt  ^ 
grace  of  being  baffled  by  women.    Making  • 
furious  effort,  under  the  mortificatiou  uf  mA 
a  convictioi),  one  of  the  stronger  of  thctr  ptij 
broke  his  paddle  at  tbe  rery  laoment  wbts  U 
had  taken  it  from  the  hand  ui  a  oomndc  !■ 
relieve  him.     This  at  once  dedtlcd  the  tnaUcr; 
a  canoe  containing  three  men,  aiid  harin^  bu 
one  paddle,  being  utterly  unable  to  ofcfttkt 
fugitives  like  the  daughters  of  Thoouu  Halkr. 

''  There  Judith  !''  exclaimed  Hetty,  wIm  m« 
the  accident — "  I  hope,  uuw,  yuu  will  own  ibil 
praying  is  useful  I  The  Ilurons  hare  brakes 
paddle,  and  they  never  e«n  urerlake  ua.' 

"  1  never  denied  it,  poor  Hetty ;  and 
timcfl  wish,  in  hitlcrncsa  of  spirit,  that 
prayed  more  myself,  and  tliought  less  o(  »f 
beauty  1  As  you  say,  wc  are  now  safe,  and 
nerd  only  go  a  little  suutli  and  tukc  hmtb." 

This  was  done ;  tliv  enemy  gix'ing  op  tin 
pursuit  as  suddenly  ns  a  ship  tliat  has  lost  •• 
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vUnc  spar,  the  instant  the  locident  oo> 
nL  Iflstmd  of  followitiR  Judith's  caooe, 
b  was  DOW  lightly  Kkiniming  the  witer 
nls  tiic  S4>utli,  the  Hurons  turned  tliur 
i  towurds  tbc  cutle,  where  they  anon  or* 
mnd  landed.  11>c  ^rls,  fearful  ttut  some 
I  paddles  ffli^ht  be  found  in  ur  about  ttie 
tings,  oaniioucd  on;  nor  did  Uiey  stop, 
I  lo  distant  from  their  enemies  as  t»  gire 
1  erery  chance  of  escape,  should  the  cbaM 
enewed.  U  would  seem  that  the  savages 
■tated  no  such  dc&iga,  but  at  the  end  of  an 
r  their  canoe,  filled  with  men,  was  seen 
tinj(  the  castle  and  steering  towards  tlie 
e.  The  girls  were  without  tooii,  and  tfaey 
drew  nearer  to  the  buildings  and  tlie  ark, 
Qg  finally  made  up  their  minds,  from  its 
ceuTreii,  thiit  lite  lallcr  coiibuncd  frluitU. 
olwith standing  the  seeming  desertion  of 
castle,  Judith  appruBchcd  it  with  extreme 
iOD*  The  ark  was  now  quite  a  mile  to  tlie 
hwafd,  but  sweeping  up  townnis  the  bulkl- 
}  and  tliia,  too,  witli  a  regularity  of  nintion 
Mtisfied  Judith  a  white  man  was  at  tlie 
.  When  wilhin  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
ding,  (he  girls  bc^an  to  circle  it  in  onier  to 
sure  that  it  was  empty.     No  canoe  was 
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lAtj  bad  gone  aitiR^  mi 
the  phdann. 
"^Dto  jtm^mo  die  booK,  Hettr,' dH 
tbet  the  emgee  ne  pM 
B  jnM,and  tf  my  of  An 
^  MiL  &««.  TOB  cm  give  me  the  ibni.  H» 
dHTvffl  fire  oo  spoor  AAaeim 
jrH.  ari  I  at  kasC  nay  eeo^p^  until  I  lUl 
W  Teetfr  09  $o  »Biai^  tfiem  of  my  on  «- 
."jirL' 

Hagi  t&i  as  dnii*d — Joditt  retiring  a  fcw 
<-arrB  T<:ii£  oe  phtfora  the  instant  ber  nte 
ADiwtu  3t  TKmSaeas  for  digbt.  Bat  tbe  lut 
««f  xniKonsaCT.  not  a  minate  elapaing  bdoR 
Hesrr  -xmaed  to  cooinicnicate  that  all  «■■ 


-^  r-t«  b««  in  all  tbe  noma,  Jwfith,"  «U 
a«  ^csn-.  caraesdr.  "  and  tbey  are  empty, 
exwcc  iics<r'»:  be  is  in  hia  own  diaubsi 
suffpciyi.  tboo^  not    as  qnietty  aa  ve  coidd 

'*  Has  any  thing  happened  to  father  r"  de- 
naBtM  Joocfa.  as  her  foot  tooched  tbe  pbl- 
tuna  speaking  quick,  lor  ber  nerves  were  ia  a 
state  ti>  b«  «ajilT  alarmed. 

HeCtT  seemed  ooncemed,    and  sbe   looked 
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•lirtively  about  her,  as  if  unwilling  any  one 
vot  a  child  aboold  hear  what  she  had  to  com- 
nimicate,  and  even  ittat  the  should  learn  it 
abrapUy. 

"  You  know  how  it  is  with  &ther,  aonie- 
tunei,  Judith/'  she  said.  "  When  overtaken 
with  liquor  he  doesn't  always  know  what  he 
Mys  or  does — and  he  seems  to  be  overtaken 
with  liquor,  now." 

"  This  is  strange ! — Would  the  savages  have 
dmok  with  biro,  and  then  leave  hiro  behind  ? 
Bat  'tis  a  giievons  sight  to  a  child,  Hetty,  to 
witness  such  a  (ailing  in  a  parent,  and  we  will 
not  go  near  hiro  till  he  wakes." 

A  groan  from  the  inner  room,  however, 
changed  this  resolution,  and  the  girls  ventured 
near  a  parent  wboro  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for 
tbem  to  find  in  a  condition  that  lowers  a  roan 
to  the  level  of  brutes.  He  was  seated,  re- 
clining in  a  comer  of  the  narrow  room,  with 
his  shoulders  supported  by  the  angle,  and  his 
head  fallen  heavily  on  his  chest.  Judith  moved 
forward  with  a  sudden  iropube,  and  .removed 
•  canvass  cap  that  was  forced  so  low  on  bis 
head  as  to  conceal  his  iace,  and,  indeed,  all  but 
bis  sboolders.  The  instant  this  obstacle  was 
taken  sway,  the  quivering  and  raw  flesh,  the 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  liKbtlf  tbejll  talk  of  the  ipirit  thit'i  rode. 
And  o'«r  bii  cold  uhn  upbraid  him  ; 
Bat  Dolbing  he'll  nek,  if  they'll  let  him  sleep  on. 
Id  the  gnrc  where  ■  SriloD  has  laul  him." 

DISPUTED. 

Thb  reader  must  imagine  the  horror  that 
daughters  would  experience  at  Bnexpectedly  be- 
holding the  shocking  spectacle  that  was  placed 
before  the  eyes  of  Judith  and  Esther,  as  related 
ia  the  close  of  the  last  chapter.  We  shall  pass 
over  the  first  emotions,  the  first  acts  of  filial  piety, 
and  proceed  ^ith  the  narrative,  by  imagining 
rather  than  relating  most  of  the  revolting  features 
of  the  scene.  The  mutilated  and  ragged  head  was 
Imnnd  up,  the  unseemly  blood  was  wiped  from 
the  face  of  the  sufferer,  the  other  appbances  re- 
quired by  appearances  and  care  were  resorted  to, 
and  there  was  time  to  inquire  into  the  more  serious 
drcumstanccs  of  the  case.     The  iacts  were  never 
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known  until  yean  Uter,  in  ill  Uidr  dctnlt,  H 
as  they  vera ;   hut  they  may  as  mil  be 
here,  ag  it  con  be  done  in  a  few  word*,    hi 
"^■n"'**  ^>t'>    ^'     I^Iuruns,    Huttcr  hti 
nUihhcd  by  the  knife  of  tlie  old  waniorf  wbol 
used  tlte  discretion  to  remove  tlic  arm*  of  i 
one  hut  himself.     B«iiig  Iiard   pushed  by' 
sturdy  foe,  \m  knife  had  a^ttlod  the  maittet. 
occurred  junt  n»  Ute  door  waa  opened,  and  B< 
hurst  out  upon  the  platform,  a>  has  been  pmicHTl 
related.     This   was  the  secret  of  otithttftlft\ 
having   appeared     in    the    subsequent 
Hulter  having  be«n  literally  disabled,  asdj 
conqueror  being  axliamed  to   be   seen  mlb| 
trat^es  o(  hlood  a1>out  him,  niler  having 
many  injunctions  to  eonvincc  his  yogng  ' 
of  the  necessity   of  taking  their  pritooen 
When  the  three  Ilurons  returned  frum  the  > 
and  it  was  determined  to  abandon  the  c»tk,  I 
join  tlitt  party   on  the  land,  Huttcr  wai 
scalped^  to  wcure  the  usual  trophy,  and  v«  I 
to  die  by  iiiclies,  as  has  I>een  done  in  a  i 
inniiUir  insitanoes,  by  the  ruthless  warriond'l 
part  of  the  American  cuntinctit.     Had  the!* 
of  H  utter  been  confined  to   bis  head,  hf  < 
have  recovered,  however,  for  it  was  ilie  U"*  •] 
HiC  knife  that  proved  mortal. 

There  are  moments  of  vivid  consdMUMW  ■■•  j 
the  stem  justice  of  God  stands  forth  in  ctW^j 
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■D  prominent,  nstaddjanyMttaipla  tovaBt 
from  (lie  ftight,  bowrer  nnplcHiBt  they  OBf  sp* 
',  or  however  uudoas  w«  may  be  to  zmd  r^ 
it.  Such  was  now  the  bet  with  Joifitk 
id  Hetty,  who  both  pcracired  tbe  decrees  of  * 
trihutive  Providence,  in  the  atmnnrr  of  their 
s  aufienng,  u  a  pnnishmcDt  Air  ht9  own 
nt  itttemptx  on  ihs  inxjaois.  Tina  wu  se«a 
(elt  by  Judith,  with  the  keatnesa  of  peroep> 
uid  Mnsibihtv  that  were  suit^  to  tier  ebif 
;  while  the  impression  made  on  the  simpler 
id  of  her  stBtcr  was  perhipt  Im  livelr,  though 
might  well  hare  proved  more  lastin*. 
Oh  I  Judith,"  exdaimed  tlie  weak-minded 
as  soon  M  tlteir  first  care  had  Ijcen  bestowed 
the  taSerer.  "  Father  went  for  scalps,  him- 
■df,  Mtd  now  wliere  is  his  own  }  The  Bible  might 
ive  foretiilil  this  dreadful  puni^ment  !'* 
'  Hiah— Hetty— hush,  poor  nater — he  opena 
■yea ;  he  may  hrar  and  unclentand  yoa.  I^i 
M  yoa  *ny  aiMJ  tliink ;  but  'ti&  too  dreadful  lo 
tpcakofl" 

"  \Vater— "  ejncolated  Hutter,  as  It  might  he 
by  n  despemte  efTirt,  that  rendcreil  hi*  voi<» 
frightfully  deep  and  strong,  for  one  a*  lu-ar  death 
•a  h«  eridcnily  was — "  wiiter — foolish  girta— will 
you  let  roe  die  of  thirst  V 

IVater  waa  brought  and  administered  to  Uio 
mffrrer ;  the  first  lie  lutd  tasted  In  lioura  of  phy- 
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aical  anguish.  It  had  the  double  effect  oft 
iog  his  tliroat,  and  of  mofncntaiily  rtvinng  ht 
uiikiiig  system.  His  ryes  oprned  «ili>  tlat 
unxious,  distended  gste,  which  is  apl  to  mcob- 
[nny  the  passage  of  n  soul  surprised  bj  i 
and  he  seeined  disposed  to  speak. 

"  FatJ>cr — "  said  Juditli,  incxpressihly  | 
by  hilt  dcploralile  situation,  and  ihis  ao  mM^I 
more  from  lier  ig;nonnoe  of  wliat  rciiwdK»«qhl 
to  be  applied — "  Father,  can  wc  do  any  thin;  fix 
you  ?     Can  Hetty  and  1  relieve  your  psin  ?" 

"  Father !"  slowly  repeated  tlic  uld  man.  "  1 
Judith— no,  Hetty — I'm  no  father.  SAt  m 
your  mother,  but  I'm  no  father.  Look  ta  da 
chest — 'Us  all  there — give  me  morr  wairr.'' 

The  girls  complied;  and  Judith,  vrhow  rvir 
recollections  extended  farther  back  than  Ivr 
sister's,  and  who  on  every  account,  had  bor 
distinct  impressions  of  the  past,  felt  ma  tian*- 
trollahlc  impulse  of  joy,  as  she  heard  tbcsa  VM^ 
There  had  never  been  much  ayinpaih]r  hettnn 
Iicr  reputed  father  and  herself,  and  •uipiciamt' 
this  very  tnith  had  often  glanced  acroca  ha  wad, 
in  consequence  of  difllogucs  she  had  owahaiJ 
between  Huttcr  and  licr  mother.  It  mi^  k> 
going  too  far  to  say  she  had  never  loved  bin;  hri 
it  is  nut  su  to  add,  that  she  rejoiced  it  was  » 
longer  a  duty.  With  Hetty  the  feclinf^  wastEiC' 
ferenU   Incajmble  of  nuiking  all  the  distiactiotMnf 
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tier,  her  veiy  nnturc  was  full  of  affection, 

she  And  loved  her  re[>utefl  parent,  though  fxr 

tenderly  than  the  real  parent;  and  it  giiered 

bcr,  now,  to  hear  him  declare  lie  was  not  naturally 

'entitled  to  that  love.     She  felt  a  double  grief,  as 

if  his  death  and  his   words   togetlier,  were  twice 

Bdepriring  her  of  parents.  Yielding  to  her  feelings, 

Bfte  poor  girl  went  aside  and  wept. 

"      Tlie  Tery  o])poHitc  emotions  of  the   two  ^rls, 

kept  both   silent  for  a  long  time.     Judith  gave 

er  to  the  sufferer  frequentljr,  but  she  forbure 

urge  him  vrith  questioiis,  in  some  measure  out 

Ivf  ooiisidemtton  for  his  condition;   but,  if  truth 

[mmt  be  said,  quite  as  much  lest  something  he 

tiouhl  add,    in  the  way  of  explanation,    might 

Misturb    her    pleasing    belief  that   she    was  not 

[Thomas  Huttcr's  child.     At  length   Ilctty  dried 

llier  tears,  and  came  and  xeatcd  herself  on  a  stool 

by  the  side  of  the  dying  man,  who    bad  been 

placed  at  Iiis  lengtJi  on  the  floor,  with  his  head 

supported  by  some  worn  vestmenu  tiiat  had  been 

left  in  the  house. 

K     "  Father,"  she  said,  '*  you  will  let  me  caH  you 

■  father,  tliough   you  say  you  are  not  one — father, 

shall  I  read  Uie  fiihle  to  you — mother  always  said 

the  Biiilc  was  gooil  for  people  in   trouble.     She 

wms  ofte:t  in  trouble  herself,  and  Uicn  she  made 

ne  n»d  the  Bible  to  her;  for  Juditli  wasn't  as 

fend  of  the  Bible  as  1  am — and  it  always  did  her 
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good.  Manjr  »  the  lime  I've  known  iBotWrbi|pft 
to  liitcn  wit]i  the  tenrs  itrruniiig  from  her  tyt*. 
and  end  with  snitles  tnd  gbulnesB.  Oh!  &Aa, 
you  don't  know  how  maeb  good  the  Bible  aa  Ah 
fur  you've  never  tried  it ; — now,  111  read  a  chafer 
nnd  it  will  Hoiften  your  hean,  u  it  uftCMd  lb 
hearts  of  the  Hurons." 

While  poor  Hetty  had  so  much  rvwutanim, 
Slid  faith  in,  tlio  virtue  of  the  Bible,  her  tnftlMl 
WON  too  shatlow  to  enable  her  fiilly  bo  mpffvatt 
its  beauties,  or  to  tathom  its  prufuoad^  mtti  «■» 
limea  mysteriuuG  wisdom.  Tliat  inatinetm  warn 
nf  right,  which  appeared  to  shield  her  ftoa  ikc 
eomniiauon  of  wrongs  and  even  cut  •  mantle  «f 
moml  lovelitiesB  and  truth  nrountl  ber  cfaaiacni^ 
cuuld  not  penetrate  abstnisities.  or  tnoe  tbc  iiia 
affinities  between  cause  and  efl'ect,  beyoad  Ikar 
niure  obvious  and  indisputable  connectioo,  thoiqfc 
ithe  seldom  fuled  to  see  all  the  latter,  and  lo  itkr 
tu  all  tlieir  jtiHt  ronsequcnrcs.  In  a  woH, 
was  one  of  those  who  feel  and  act  corrccdy, 
out  being  able  to  give  n  logical  reason  for  it, 
admitting  revcUtiim  as  her  authority.  U 
tions  from  tlic  Bible,  thorrfore,  were  — yiiPiiP^ 
distinguished  by  the  limplictly  of  bet  own  miwL 
and  were  oflcner  marked  for  oontaininj  inu^f*  *^ 
known  and  palpable  things,  tliao  for  any  of  lb 
higher  cast  of  mora)  trutlts  with  wlucb  the  |M|n 
of  that  wonderful  book  abound — woudeiful,  awl 
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lOAUed,  even  without  referring  to  its  divine 
in,  as  a  work  replete  witli  Ute  profoundL'st 
osophy,  exprened  in  the  noblest  lanf(usge. 
■  mother,  with  a  connection  Uiut  will  pro* 
ly  strike  the  reader,  hitd  lieeii  fond  of  the 
Ie  of  Job ;  and  Uetty  had,  in  a  ^rcat  measure, 
toed  to  read  by  the  frequent  lessons  she  hnd 
lircd  from  the  different  chapters  of  tliis  veiic- 
le  and  subUntc  poem — nov  believed  to  he  the 
1st   book  in   the   world.     On   this  occasion, 

poor  girl  was  submissive  to  her  trainings 
1  she  turned  to  that  well-known  part  of  tlic 
fed  volume,    with  the    readineKi   with  which 

practised  counsel  would  cite  his  uutltoriUaa 
B  the  stores  of  legal  wisdom.  In  selecting 
I  particular  chapter,  she  ynts  influenced  by 
'  caption,  and  she  chuse  that  which  stands 
pur  English  version  as,  **  Job  exeusetk  hh 
ire  of  death."  Tins  she  read  steadily,  from 
tnniiig  to  end,  in  a  sweet,  low,  arid  plaintive 
:e ;  hoping  devoutly  that  the  allegorical  and 
truse  sentences  might  convey  to  the  heart 
the  sufferer  the  consolation  he  needed.  It 
tiother  peculiarity  of  the  comprehensive  wis- 
a  of  the  Bible,  that  scarce  a  chitpter,  unless 
ie  strictly  nariBtive,  can  be  tamed  to,  that 
s  not  contain  some  Marching  truth  that  is 
ticable  to  the  condition  of  every  human 
rt,  as  well  as  to  tlie  temporal  state  of  its 
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nvner,  either  through  the  working*  trf  ihu  1 
or  even  in  b  stitl  more  direct  fona.  In  'Ht 
instance^  the  rery  opening  senteaoe, — **  U  ttvt 
Mti  an  appmtUed  lime  to  man  on  eartk  r^—'m 
ittartling;  uid  as  Hett;^  proceeded.  Hotter  l^ 
plied,  or  &nded  be  could  apptjr  many 
and  figures  to  his  own  worldly  and  ncntd  i 
dition.  As  lilc  is  clibing  fast,  the  niad  d 
eagerly  to  hope,  when  it  is  not  absolutely  i 
by  despair.  The  solemn  words, — "  /  Aour  j^ 
Ntfdi  what  shall  1  do  unto  thee,  O  thtm 
o/tuen  ?  Why  ha»t  thou  tet  me  aa  a  mtark . 
thte,  *0  that  J  am  a  htinkn  to  MJMejlT 
llutter  more  perceptibly  tlian  tJie  othcrt;  wi 
though  too  obscure  for  one  of  his  blunted  fcd- 
ings  and  obtuse  mind  either  to  fee)  or  to  com- 
prehend in  their  fullest  extent,  tlMj  bad  ■ 
directness  of  application  to  his  own  stale  i^ 
caused  him  to  wince  under  them. 

"Don't  you  feel  betU-r  now,  fatlter!"  mW 
Hetty,  closing  tlie  volume.  "  Mother  «u  il- 
ways  better  when  she  had  read  tlie  Bihle." 

"Water,"  rcturntti  Hutter;  "give  me  «iMr, 
Judith.  I  wonder  if  my  tongue  will  always b 
so  hot !  IIctty>  isn't  there  something  in  (kt 
Bible  about  cooling  the  tongoe  of  •  mu  whs 
was  burning  in  helUlire  ?" 

Judith  turned  away,  sJiodced ;  but  Uett; 
eagerly    sought   Uie    passage,    whicli   abt  mi 
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id  to  the  comcigncB  atridtea  ncttn  of  Ui 
k  araricious  longings. 

!  That's  it,  poor  Hcttjr ;  yts,  that's  ft.    My 
|U8  waota  cooling,  aov ;  what  wiD  H  be  Acrv- 

fhb  appeal  silenced  even  the  confiding  Hettjr, 
she  had  no  answer  ready  tor  a  eoattmioa 
inaght  with  despair.  Water,  so  loo^  as 
Duld  reliei'e  the  sufferer,  it  was  in  the  power 
be  sistera  to  give ;  and,  from  time  to  tiio^ 
tra»  oflercd  to  the  lips  of  the  suSerer  as 
bkcd  for  it.  Erm  Judith  prayed.  As  for 
tty,  as  soon  as  she  found  that  her  efiorta 
Hake  her  father  listen  to  her  tcxu  were  no 
^r  rewarded  with  socccss,  site  knelt  at  bis 
b  and  dcTOutly  repeated  the  words  which 
iSaviour  has  left  behind  him  as  a  model  fin- 
Dan  petitions.  This  she  continued  to  do,  at 
trvals,  aa  long  ns  it  socmcd  to  her  tliat  the 
could  benefit  tlie  dying  man.  Hulter,  how- 
r,  lingered  longer  than  the  girls  bad  believed 
aible,  when  they  hrst  found  him.  At  times 
apoke  intelligibly,  tliougli  his  lipa  oftener 
red  iu  utterance  of  sounds  that  carried  no 
iDCt  impressions  to  the  mind.  Judith  listened 
tntly,  and  she  heard  the  words  "  huslMnd," 
BBtb,"  "  pirate,''  "  Uw,"  "  scalps,"  and  w 
ll  others  of  a  similar  import,  though  there 
I  DO  sentence  to  tell  the  precise  connection 
B  3 
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in  which  th«y  were  uud.     Still  ther  mt  i 
cicntly   cxpre«aire    to    1)6    understood  br 
who!i«  ears   had    not    eocflpeil   M    tht : 
tlint  hnd  hecn  circulatetl  tn  her  repated 
dincn-Klit,  and  vrhoxe  compreheimonvuM^ 
u  her  faculties  were  attentive. 

During  the  whole   of  the    painful  bov  i 
Rurcn-ded,  neither  of  the  sisters  betlHM{Mf 
Mufiiriently  of  the  Hurons  to  dreod  tbdr 
It  seemed  asiftlieir  desolation   and|fticf| 
them   abote  the  danger   of   stKh    an 
tiori ;  and  when  the  sound  of  can  «m  at  I 
heard,  even  Judith,  who  alone  had  anf 
to  apprehend  the  enemy,  did   not  start, 
once  underalond  that  the   ark  vni  Mar. 
went  upon  the   plntform  foarlt'imly ;  for, 
it  turn  out  that  Hurry  wns  not   tlicre,  whI 
the    Hurona   were  masters  of   the    mow. 
escape  was   impossible.    Tlien  she   had  l^' 
of  contidence  that  is  inapirrd  hy  extrenw  i 
But   there  was  no   cause  for  any   new 
Chingaebgook,  Hist,  and   Hurry  all  Mad 
the  open  part  of  the  scow,  aiuuously  et 
the   building,    to   make  certAJn   of  tlw 
of  tlic  enemy,     Thoy,  to<v  had  seen  (1< 
ture  of  tliu  Hurons,  lis  well  as  the  ap 
the  canoe  of  the  girls  to  the  castle,  andt 
ini;  on    the   latter   6ct,   March   had  ««?' 
scow  up  to  the  platform.    A  word  ioS*"1 
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that  there  was  noditng  to  be  apprehended, 
ad  the  ark  vas  soon  moored  in  lier  old  twrth. 
Judith  said  not  «  word  conoernir^  (h«  con- 
BO  of  bcr  father,  but  Ilurrj-   luiew  her  too 
not  to  understand  that  something  was  more 
usually  wrong.     He  led   the  way,  though 
with  less  of  his  confident  liold  manner  tliaii  utuaj, 
ito   ttic   house>  and   penetrating   to   the    inner 
am,    found   Hatter    lying   on   his   bock,   with 
silting  at  his  side,  funnin;;  him  vritli  pious 
llie  events  of  the  iiioriiing  luul  sensihly 
nged  the  manner  of  Hurry.     Nolwith.ttand- 
his  skill  as  a  swimmer,   and  the   rea<)inei9 
which  he  had  adopted  the  only  expedient 
at  oould   possihiy  save   him,   the  helpleiuneas 
'  being  in  the  water,  bound  hand  and  foot,  had 
luocd  some  such  effect  on  him  as  the  near 
of  punishment  ia  known   to   produce 
'on   nwHt  criminals,   IeA%'ing  a  vivid   imprcnion 
_of  the  hoTTon  of  deatli  upon  his  mind,  and  tliit, 
Ploo,  in  connection  with  a  picture  of  bodily  help- 
lesmcai  [  tlie  daring  of  tliis  man  being  far  more 
the   oflspring   of  vast  physical   powers   than   of 
die  energy  of  ttic  will,  or  even  of  natuml  spirit. 
Soch  heroes  invariably  lose  a  huge  portion  of 
their  courage  with  the  failure  of  their  strength  ; 
and,  though  Hurry  was  now  unfettered,  and  as 
vigoroas  as  ever,  evcntj  were  too  recent  to  per- 
mit the  recollection  of  his  late  deplorable  condi- 
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tion  to   be  At  all   weakened.     Had  be  Ind  t 
century,  tiic  occurrencea  of  the  few  nMnaUMJ 
niinuCes  during  which  hu  was  in  the  Uke, 
have  produced  u.  cluaicn'mg  ellect  oo  ttt  (!■• 
meter,  if  not  always  on  hii  manner. 

Hurry  was  not  only  sltocked  when  he  fand 
his  btc  associate  in  this  desperate  situation,  to 
be  was  greatly  surprised.  During  the  itni^ 
in-  the  building,  he  bad  been  fkr  too  nodi 
occupied  himself  to  leant  what  bad  bcftlkn 
bis  comrade,  and,  as  no  deadly  weapuu  had  Wa 
used  in  his  [mrticular  case,  but  every  effort  bid 
been  made  to  capture  him  without  injury,  W 
naturally  believed  tliat  H  utter  bad  been  vrtr- 
come,  while  he  owed  bis  own  esasjte  to  tus  pat 
bodily  strength,  and  to  «  fortunate  coDcnnnet 
of  extraordinary  circumstances.  Deatlii  ta  the 
silenra  and  solemnity  of  a  chamber,  nt  t 
novelty  to  him.  Though  accustomed  to  ■ana 
of  violence,  he  had  been  unused  to  sit  by  tbc 
'  bed-side  and  watch  the  slow  beating  of  lk« 
pulse  as  it  gradually  gn-w  weaker  and  weabf 
Notwithstanding  the  change  in  bis  f'eelings,  tb 
manners  of  a  life  could  not  be  altogether  oC 
aside  ill  a  moment,  and  the  unexpected  MOM 
extorted  a  characteristic  speedi  from  the  b«M- 
derer. 

"  How  now  !   Old  Tom,"  ho  said,   "  ba«  lb 
vagabonds  got  you  at  an  adroatage,  wben  yoaVt 
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Only  down,  but  arc  likely  to  be  kept  down  • 
thought   you  a   captyvc   ifs  true,   but  never 
ppo»c<l  you  as  hard  run  as  this  I** 
Hutter  o[>cned    his    glassy   eyes    and    stared 
dly  at  the  speaker.     A  flood  of  confused  rc- 
tons  rushed  on  his  wa^'Cring  mind  at  the 
ilt  of  his  late  comrade.     It  was  crident  that 
ruggled   with   his   own   images,   and  knew 
the  real  from  the  unreal. 
Who  arc  you  f"  he  asked  in  a  husky  wliiN])cr, 
failing  strength  refusing  to  aid  him  in  a  louder 
Tort  of  hit  roioe.     **  U'ho  are  you? — You  look 
ke  tlie  mate  of  tlie  Snow— he  wus  n  giant,  too, 
id  near  overcoming  us." 

I'm   your  mat£.    Flouting  Tom,    and   your 
'comrade,  hut  have  nothing  to  do  with  iiny  hiiuw. 
^t's  summer  now,  and  Hurry  Marcli  always  quits 
lie  bills  aa  soon  after  the  fronts  set  in  as  is  con- 

"I  know  you — Hurry  Skurrj- — I'll  sell  you 
I  BCalp  '.—a  sound  one,  and  of  a  tuU-grown  man ; 
-whal'll  you  give  ?" 

"  Poor  Tom !  That  scajp  business  hasn't 
inied  out  at  all  profitable,  and  I've  pretty  much 
e»nelude<l  to  give  it  up,  and  to  follow  a  less 
Uoody  onJting." 

jk  *•  Have  you  got  any  scalp?  Mine's  gone — 
llow  does  it  feel  to  have  a  scalp  r — I  know 
bow   it  feels  to  lose  one— fire  and  flumes  about 
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the  brain— and  a  wrenching  at   the  ktMVHh 
no— kill  firtt.  Hurry,  and  acal})  aficnenri*' 

"  AV)<»t  <lueH  Uie  old  fellow  men,  Jatttj 
He  tAlks  like  one  that  is  getting  tired  (f ' 
busiiicKs   as    well  as   myself.      Why  htrt  fH 
Iwund  up  his  head  ?  or,  have  the  savig«  taa- 
hawked  him  about  the  brains  ?'' 

"  lliey  liave  doite  tlmt  for  him^  which  j« 
and  ho,  Harry  Marcli,  would  have  so  gladly  <bM 
for  them.  His  skin  and  hair  hare  been  ua 
tiroin  his  bead  to  gnin  money  iram  the  ^raiot 
of  Canada,  as  you  would  have  torn  tltctrs  frao 
the  hntds  of  the  Ilurons,  to  gain  mooey  bam 
the  governor  of  York." 

Judith  s|>oke  with  a  strung  eflfort  to  appor 
composed,  but  it  was  neitlicr  in  her  tiatart. 
nor  in  Uie  feeling  of  the  moment  to  tifok 
altogether  without  bitterness.  The  atreiipli  t^ 
her  emphiuii!!,  indeed,  as  well'  as  her 
cauM>d  Hetty  to  look  up  reproactifully. 

"  These  are  high  words  to  come  from 
Hultcr's   darter,   lui  Thomtix    Uutter  lies 
bcfure  her  eyes,"  retorted  Hurry. 

"  God  be  prwM:d  for  that ! — whatever  iv|madi 
it  may  bring  on  my  poor  mother,  I  am  arf 
Thomas  Uutter'a  daughter." 

"Not  Tlioraas  Iluttcr'a  darter?— Doo't  *»• 
own  the  old  fellow  in  his  last  momeoti,  Jtubk. 
fix  (kat'a  a  sin  the  Lord   will  naw 
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\  you're  not  Tliomas  IluUer'a  darter,  vrhoM 
Mer  be  you  ?" 

,This  quevtion  reliuked  the  rebellious  spirit  of 
iclith ;  for,  in  getting  rid  of  a  parent,  whoDi 
il  felt  it  was  a  rdief  to  find  hIio  luiglit  ovrn 
C  had  nct-er  loved,  tlie  overlooked  llie  im< 
irt«nt  ctrcuinxtnnoc  that  no  substitute  was  ready 

supply  lii^t  place. 

•*  I  cannot  tell  you,  Harry,  who  ray  fcther 
I*,"  she  •nswered  more  mildly ;  "  I  hope  ha 
In  an  honest  man,  al  least." 

"  Whictt  is  more  than  you  think  was  the  case 
1th  old  Hotter?  Well,  Judith,  I'll  not  deny 
ftt  hard  stories  were  in  circulation  consarning 
loating  Tom,  but  who  is  tliere  that  doesn't  get 
icmUrh  when  an  inimy  holds  tlie  rake  i  Tliere '» 
lem  tJtal  Kay  Iiflfd  things  of  me :  and  even  j/ou, 
Muty  a*  you  be,  dun't  always  escape." 
ta*  was  mid  with  a  view  to  set  up  a  sjteciei 
*  conunuiiity  of  character  between  tlie  partiea, 
td,  as  tlie  [loliticians  of  the  day  are  wont  to 
qireis  it,  witli  ulterior  intentions.  What  might 
tn  lieen  the  consequences  with  one  of  Juditli's 
lown  spirit,  as  well  as  her  assured  antipathy 
I  the  speaker,  it  is  not  easy  to  say ;  for,  just 
en,  Hutter  gave  unequivocal  signs  tliat  Win 
n  moment  wax  nigh.  Judith  and  Hetty  had 
Ood  by  the  dying  bed  of  their  mother,  and 
lither  needed  a  monitor  to  warn  them  of  tht; 


OMOcd  nc 


spintH 


^  of 

tk*  fifst.    Hatter  opewd  la  1 

to  fcd  •boat  lu*  «ilh  til 

■|bt  wwM  failing.    .V 

h  pttQIC  lOttBJ 

s^  en  wUdiik 
.  to  tfat  the  hodj.  This  luiMn 
of  tlK  &fe  of  otkc  vIm  had  Inlfcifto 
fitted  »  mr*"""'  •  plMB  in  the  namv  «■( 
on  wkkh  he  had  been  an  actor,  pot  an 
ajiauuakm. 

Hie  ^y  passed  b]r  witboot  fntba' 
tim,  toe  Uanms  Ibongb  ponnaed  of 
appearing  ao  6r  taficd  vitb  their: 
hare  idinqaiAed  aQ  Jainediate  deaigai.  on  A* 
castle-  it  voold  not  bare  been  a  aafe  ondnok* 
m^  imked,  to  appraach  ii  onder  the  riAn  <f 
Ihow  it  was  nov  known  to  coatun,  and  it  it  pa^ 
baUe  that  the  tnice  «u  mora  owing  to  thb< 
cvaattnce  than  to  any  other.  In  the 
the  prepantiont  n«re  mada  fijr  tbe  inianncnl  i 
Ilulter.  To  bury  him  on  tbe  bad  va»  bopnctr- 
eable,  and  it  vaa  lietty's  wish  that  hb  bo^ 
should  lie  by  the  mJc  of  that  of  bar  mother  in  iht 
lake.  She  had  it  in  bcr  power  to  qtwte  one  td 
his  speeches  in  wbicb  he  himself  bad  called  tht 
lake  the  "fauilir  burying-groundf"  and  laoblr 
ll^  was  done  without  the  knowledge  of  bcr  ar 
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',  wTio  would  have  opposed  the  pUn,  had  ibe 
•oown  it,  with  unconquerable  disgust.  But  Jd- 
dhh  had  not  meddled  with  the  Brruigement,  and 
trtfy  necessary  disposition  was  made  without  her 
jiririty  or  advice. 

The  hour  chosen  for  the  rude  ceremony,  was 
uat  as  the  sun  was  setting,  and  a  moment  and  a 
scene  more  suited  to  psyii^  the  last  office  to  one 
nf  calm  and  pure  spirit,  could  not  hare  been 
ehoseii.  There  are  a  mystery  and  a  solemn  dig- 
Dity  in  death,  tluit  dispose  the  living  to  rcgani  the 
remains  of  even  a  malefactor  with  a  certain  de- 
gree of  reverence.  iVll  worldly  distinctions  haTC 
oeased ;  it  is  thought  that  the  veil  has  been  rc- 
moi'ed,  and  that  the  character  and  destiny  of  the 
departed  are  now  as  much  beyond  human  opi- 
nions, as  tliey  are  beyond  human  ken.  In  nothing 
is  death  more  truly  a  leveller  tlian  in  this,  siiioe» 
wbile  it  may  be  impossible  absolutely  to  confound 
the  great  witii  ttie  low,  tlie  wortliy  with  the  un- 
worthy, the  mind  feels  it  to  be  arrogance  to  as* 
sutDC  a  right  to  judge  of  those  who  are  believed 
to  be  Mtanding  at  tlie  judgment-seat  of  God. 
When  Judith  was  told  that  all  was  ready,  she 
went  upon  the  platform,  passive  tu  the  request  of 
her  sister,  and  then  slie  lirst  took  heed  uf  the  ar> 
raogement.  The  body  n-as  in  the  uow,  enveloped 
in  a  sheet,  and  quite  a  hundred  weight  of  stones, 
that  had  boca  takcu  from  tlic  fire-place,   were  en- 
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dosed  with  it,  in  order  tbst  it  raigti  <iii^  '^ 
uttivr  pTX.-[>anition    accmcd  to  bo  (bot^ ' 
MTf,  though  Hetty  canied  liex  Bible  b«»" 

BftD. 

When  all  were  on  lionrd  the  mA,  Um  ' 
linbiiution  of  tUc  mim  wtiosc  body  tt  nwl 
bis  final  abode,  was  s/vt,  in  motion.    [IuR)< 
the  oara.     In  his  powerful   bonds,  indNJ*) 
Heenied  little  more  Uinn  a  pair  of  iciilfa^  * 
were  wicldod  wilJiout  effort,  and,  at  he  ^ 
pert  in  tlieir  use,  the  Delaware  remaiiwd  t  \ 
atTc  upectator  of  tlie  proceeding*,  lie  pnpail 
the  ark  had  somcthin);  of  the  stately  solemBitff 
funeral  procession,  the  dip  of  the  oars  being  i 
sored,  and  the  moremcnt  xluw  and  stcadv. 
waali  of  the  water,  as  the  blades  rose  ind ' 
kept  time  with  the  efforts  of  Hurry,  andi 
have  been  likened  to  the  measured  tread  of  i 
ers.    Then  the  tranquil  scene  waa  in 
accordance  with  a  rite  that  ever  astociam 
itself  the  idea  of  God.     At  that  instant,  tin  1 
had  not  CTcn  a  single  ripple  on  its  glassy 
and  tiie  broad  panorama  of  woods  seemed  to  I 
down  on  the  holy  tranquillity  of  the  hour  and  I 
remony  in  melancholy  stillness,     Judith  w  ^1 
fected  to  tears,  and  even  Hurry,  though  he  li«Jf  ] 
knew  why,  was  troubled.     Hetty  preaemd  it 
outward  signs  of  tranquilhty,  but  her  inwiri  P" 
greatly  surpasKed  that  of  her  sister,  since  hw^ 
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Cctiotute  heart  lor«<I  more  from  Iin1>tt  utd  lo4tg[ 
•nocntion,  than  from  the  uiuitl  connections  of 
jentiment  and  tutc  She  wu  kuKtained  b;  relt- 
giotu  hope^  however,  which  in  her  simple  mind 
imully  oocti)ned  the  space  that  worldly  feelings 
fitted  in  that  of  Judith  ;  and  she  was  not  without 
■n  expcotation  of  witnessing  some  open  manifcK- 
tation  of  divine  power,  on  an  occasion  bo  solemn. 
Still,  the  was  neither  mrstical  nor  eiuggerUed, 
her  mental  imbecility  denying  both.  Ncverdw 
less  her  thoughts  had  generally  so  mueH  of  the 
ptuity  of  a  better  world  about  tliem,  tliat  it  waa 
e&sy  for  her  to  forget  earth  alto^ther,  and  to 
think  only  of  heaven.  Hist  was  serious,  attentive 
interested,  for  sSc  had  often  seen  the  inter- 
t  of  the  pale-faces,  though  never  one  that 
ftromised  to  be  as  peculiar  as  tliis;  while  the  De- 
l«ware,  though  grave,  and  also  observant  in  hia 
demeanour,  was  stoical  and  calm. 

Hetty  acted  as  pilot,  directing  flurry  how  to 
proceed  to  find  that  spot  in  the  lake,  which  she 
was  in  the  hnhit  of  tenning  "  mother's  erave/' 
Hie  reader  will  Kincmber  that  the  castle  stood 
iMsr  the  southern  extremity  of  a  shos)  that  ex- 
tsnded  near  half  a  mile  northerly,  and  it  was  at 
the  farthest  end  of  this  shidlow  water  that  Float- 
ing  Tom  had  seen  fit  to  deposit  the  remains  of 
his  wife  and  child,  liis  own  were  now  in  the 
course  of  bejng  plaeed  at  their  side^     Hetty  had 
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marks  on  th«  land  by  which  nhe  usulf  (ndi 
■pot,  nlttiuugb  the  pcmtioii  of  th«  biuUbg^  I 
general  direction  of  the  shoal,  aiid  the 
trnnsparcncT  of  the  water,  all  aided  her,  tkli 
even  allowing  the  bottom  to  be  seen.    Bfl 
means,  the  girl  was  enabled  to  note  tbeirf 
and  at  the  proper  time  she  approached 
whispering — 

"  Now,  Horry,  you  can  stop  rowing.  Wei 
passed   tlie  stone  on  tbe  bottom,  aod 
grave  is  near." 

March  ceased  his  efforts,  immediately  i 
the  kedge  and  taking  the  warp  in  tiia 
order  to  dieck  tbe  scow.     T)ie  ark  tunml  < 
round  under  this  restraint,  and  when  it  vu  <|<ll  I 
stationary,  Hetty  was  seen  at  its  stem,  pi*"*' 
into  the  water,  the  tears  streaming  iron  1:^  l'* 
in  ungovernable  natural  feeling.     Judith  bad  Wm  | 
present  at  the  interment  of  her  mother,  brt  ^ 
had  never  visited  the  spot  since.    Thii  u^  1 
proceeded  from  no  indifference  to  Uie  ia«>*J*| 
the  deceased  ;  for  she  had  loved  her  mothtf,  ^ 
bitterly  had  slie  found  occasion  to  mourn  iMfM  ' 
but  she  was  averse  to  tbe  c»utemptatiui)  c/c 
and  there  had  been  passages  in  her  own  lift  < 
the  day  of  ihut  interment,  which  incna»J' 
feeling,  and  rendered  her  if  ]Ktii!iible  still  i 
luctant  to  approad)  tlte  spot  tliat  contuifd  I 
reniiiins  of  one  whose  acvere  lesMwa  ef  1 
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ity  and  propriety  Iiad  been  ileepened  and 
red  doubly  iroprcsiiive  by  remoniQ  fur  her 
ailing.  With  Hetty  the  case  had  been  very 
int.  To  her  simple  and  innocent  laind,  tlie 
DbrasDB  of  her  mother  brought  no  other 
g  than  one  of  gentle  sorrow ;  a  grief  that  is 
en  termed  luxurious^  even  because  it  auo- 

with  itself  the  imaj^s  of  excellence,  and  the 
f  of  a  better  state  of  existence.  For  an  en- 
iDinmcr  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
I  the  place  after  night-fall ;  and  carefully  an* 
:ig  licr  canoe  su  as  nut  tu  disturb  the  body, 
'oald  sit  and  hold  landed  conversations  with 
eceoscd,  sing  sweet  hymns  to  the  evening 
nd  repeat  the  orisons  that  the  being  w)io  now 
3ered  btluw  had  taught  her  in  infancy.  Hetty 
passed  lier  happiest  hours  in  this  uidirect 
UBuon  with  the  spirit  of  her  mother ;  the 
eta  of  Indian  traditions  and  Indian  opinions, 
isciously  to  herscU*,  minghng  with  the  Chris- 
lore  receircd  in  childliood.     Once  she  liad 

been  so  far  influenced  by  the  former  as  to 
bethought  her  of  performing  some  of  those 
cal  rites  at  her  mother's  grave  which  tlie  red 
arc  known  to  ohscrre ;  but  the  paHning  fe«U 
ftd  been  obscured  by  tlie  steady,  though  mild, 
of  Chriatianit)',  wliich  never  oeaned  to  bum 
r'  gentle  bosom.  Now,  her  emotions  were 
[y  the  natural  oulpouriiigfi  uf  a  daughter  that 


I  far  >  BollKr  vkoK  Ine  ««  bUUt  k> 

to  be  cMflf  ftqpMmhf  at 
wka  i^  M  idle  iCTpHliow  to  err. 

TWr  «M  M  odn  priert  Au  utne  «  Alt 
v9d  sad  aiicdh*  finml  rite.  Umk  i^lm 
n^wiDv,  HH  Itinwign  tae  tiaaipHtBt  >■■■ 
■  ife  cinr  «altr,  wlndi  wn  aliMHt  m  jmt  m 

K  W  MS  vfat  Hetty  ns ^iMiiiiil  to  «A 

■i^Wrspwe."  Itnealovetni^bKaMl 
«tf  cwA,  &aUaaed  br  no  spad^  oat  of  ■€«■ 
it  ^i^k  deamed  «  bit  of  the  irtiite  dodi  ihrt 
umaa  tae  unwd  cf  the  dead.  Thebodf  M 
bees.  *Mnml  to  the  bottoai,  and  Huttcr  farm^ 
cans,  mtm  the  ihore  and  let  it  &U  open  it,  vaak 
^  vas  coMCcaied.  In  this  state,  the  phcefaidic- 
jskuM,  =Blil  the  nwieiaept  of  the  vatos  btd  le- 
Tcaied  the  sotitarT  s^  of  the  oaea  of  the  i^ 
■SiU  has  jost  been  meutioDed.  Etcd  the 
Tsde  »cd  braa^h^  aic  chastened  by  the 
^ie*  iM  a  taaeiaL  Match  feit  no  desire  to  iadilge 
Lb  ixmc  in  anr  ot  its  coane  oatbrealdi^  nd 
vas  capcoed  to  complete  the  o&ce  be  had  iiiidB<- 
akea  ia  detest  sobcietT.  Perhaps  he  reflecudta 
ibe  KCiactioa  that  had  ahgfated  on  his  hte  cea- 
Tue.  and  bethoi^t  him  a£  the  frightAil  jeopsidf 
•^  wtxh  his  own  hie  had  so  lateJf  been  pheed. 
He  scBined  to  Jnifith  Uiat  all  was  nadr,  fecdml 
her  dmsians  to  proceed,  and  aith  do  otbtr  » 
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Itant  than  bis  own  v«st  stma^tfa,  iwcd  the 
dy  and  bore  it  to  the  cod  td  the  toow.  Two 
rt*  of  a  rtfpc  wcrv  po-vM*]  bcneilh  the  kgs  and 
Mlden,  lut  Uiey  luv  placed  benwfh  eoffint,  amd 
m  the  corpse  was  slowljr  lowered  beoeMfa  the 
r&oe  of  the  lake. 

"Not  Mn-e— n«Ty  Mardi — no,  not  £kf<^'* 
id  Judiih,  shudilering  involuntahlj ;  "do  aol 
ver  H  quite  w  near  the   spot   where  mother 

"  Why  not,  Judith  ?"  asked  Hetty  earnestly. 
fbey  hved  togeUier  iu  li/e,  aud  atrauld  he  luge- 

in  death." 

**  No — no — Harrj"  March,  farther  off — frrtfaer 
ft^ — Poor  Hetty,  you  know  nut  what  yon  >ay<— ' 

,re  Die  to  order  tliii." 
"  I  know  I  aiD  weak-minded,  Judith,  and  that 
m  arc  clever— )>ut,  surely  a  husband  sbouht  be 
toed  near  a  wife.  >lutlier  always  said  that  this 
H  the  way  th^y  bury  in  Chriittian  church- yards." 
This  little  controversy  wi>s  conducted  earuestly. 
It  in  aniotiiercd  voices,  ns  tf  the  speuken  feared 
fttth«  dead  in)<;ht  ovcrliciir  thvm.   Judith  could 

oontead  with  her  sister  ul  such  a  moment,  but 
iticant  geatiire  from  her  induced  March  to 
tl)c  body  at  a  liltle  distance  from  that  of  his 

;  when  lie  witlidrcw  tlie  cords,  and  tlio  act 

performed. 

There's  au  end  of  Floating  Torn !"  exclaimed 
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Hurry,  bending  over  the 
the  water  at  the  body. 
pBiiion  on  a  scout,  an< 
traps.  Don't  weep,  Judi 
Hetty,  for  the  righteous) 
and  when  the  time  comes 
can't  bring  the  dead  to  lil 
a  loss  to  you,  no  doubt ; 
especially  to  onmarried  di 
to  cure  that  evil,  and  yo 
handsome  to  live  long 
When  it's  agreeable  to  hi 
onpretending  man  has  ti 
like  to  talk  a  little  with  y 
Judith  had  scarce  atten 
of  Hurry's  at  consolation 
rily  understood  its  genera 
rably  accurate  notion  of 
weeping  at  the  recoUectio 
tenderness,  and  painful  ii 
lessons  and  neglected  prei 
mind.  The  words  of  H 
her  to  the  present  time,  a 
able  as  was  their  import, 
those  signs  of  distaste  t 
pected  from  the  girl's  < 
trary,  she  appeared  to  be 
idea,  gazed  intently  for  a 
man,  dried  her  eyes,  and  ; 
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of  tite  MOW,  signifying  lier  wish  for  him  to 
Uerc  she  took  a  8«at,  and  motioned  for 
cb  to  place  himself  at  lier  side.  The  de- 
and  earnestness  with  whicli  all  this  was 
■e,  a  little  intimidated  her  companion,  and 
litli   found  it  necessary   to  open  the  subject 


Ton  wish  to  speak  to  me  of  marringe,  Harry 

■rdi,"  she  said,  "und  I  hare  come  here,  over 

Ignve  of  my  parents,  as  it  might  be — no,  no 

Over  tlie  grare  of  my  poor,  dear,  dear  mother, 

bear  what  you  have  to  aay." 

f  This  is  onoommon,  and  you  have  a  xkearful 

'jf  witli  you,  this  erening,  Judith."  answered 

rry,  more  disturbed  tluin  he  would  liavc  eared 

own ;  "  but  tmtb  is  truth,  and  it  shall  come 

let  what  will  follow.     You  well  know,  gal, 

I've  long  thought  you  the  oomeliett  young 

■Koan  my  eyes  ever  bchutd,  and  that  I're  made 

I  secret  of  that  lact,  either  hero  on  the  lake,  out 

BODg  the  hunters  and  trappers,  or  in  tlie  scttle- 

enu." 

^  Yes— yea,  I've  heard  this  before,  and  I  sup- 
•e  it  to  be  true,"  answered  Judith,  with  a  sort 
f  feverish  impatience. 

|i*MVIien  a  young  man  holds  such  language  of 
nr  particular  young  woman,  it's  reasonable  to 
IcuUte  he  sets  store  by  ber/* 
VOL.  itr.  0 
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'  Tnae — tzoe,  Hony — all  Uiu  tcm^tc  told  nc^ 

~  Wcsl,  it  s's  ^reoU^  I  ahoold  think  a  i*- 
mac  ccoIda*t  bear  it  too  often.  Tfaey  «Q  tdl  m 
Eius  is  the  var  vith  your  sex — that  aaldm% 
lieaats  them  mwe  tliaa  to  repeat  orer  and  0*4 
nv  tbe  h:u)dndtb  time,  hov  mod  joo  Bi 
'em,  miles  it  be  to  talk  to  'an  of  ibor  pal 
kMksr' 

~  Xo  Goobc— «e  Eke  both,  od  most  111  >  ■liw ; 
bn:  diis  is  an  oDcommoa  moment,  Huny,  wi 
v^  wcnis  fhodd  not  be  too  freely  used.  I 
*Oiili  father  hear  tou  speak  plaiolv." 

-  Toa  shall  have  toot  own  way,  Judith,  md  I 
scnue  sospect  you  always  will,  I've  otten  tdd 
you  that  I  not  only  like  you  better  than  any  otba 
TOTin^  woiiian  going,  or,  for  that  matter,  belter 
than  cii  the  young  women  going ;  bat  you  mnit 
hare  obsarrnl,  Judith,  that  I've  never  asked  yot, 
in  up  and  down  taims,  to  many  me.'* 

"  I  have  observed  both,"  returned  the  giri,  1 
sicile  stni^iins  about  her  beautiliil  mouth)  in 
spite  ot  the  singular  and  engrosstug  inteotaca 
which  caused  her  cheeks  to  flush,  and  lighted  bff 
eyes  with  a  brilliancr  that  was  almost  danlii^ 
— "  I  have  observed  both,  and  have  thougbt  tlw 
last  remarkable  lor  a  man  of  Harry  Marxrh's  de> 
cision  and  fearlessness." 

'*  There's  been  a  reason,  gal,  and  it's  one  that 
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tables  me  crcn  now— nay,  don't  fltuh  np  ao, 

look  fiery-like,  for  there  are  thooghu  which 

stick  lung  in  any  niui's  mind,  n»  there  be 

ds  tint  will  stick   in   hu   throat — bat  then, 

I,  there's  feelin'N  that  will  get  tlic  better  of 

aU,  and  to  these  feelin's  I  And  I  must  sabcnit. 

I're  no  longer  a  fatiier,  or  a  mother,  Judith ; 

I  it's  morally  inipossible  that  you  and  Hetty 

Id  lire  here,  alunc,  allowing  it  was  peace,  and 

Iroquois  waa  quiet ;  but  as  matters  stand,  not 

f  would  you  starve,  but   you'd  both  be  pii- 

jera,  or  scalped,  al'orc  a  week  was  out.     It's 

jt  to  think  of  a  change  and  a  husband,  and  if 

^11  accept  of  me,  all  that's  put  shall  be  for- 

len,  and  tJiere's  an  end  oa't." 

fadith  had  diflicully  in  repressing  her  impa- 

Lce  until  tliis  rude  declaration  and  offer  wen 

de,  which  she  evidently  wished  to  hear,  and 

leh  ahe  now  listened  to  with  a  willingness  that 

jjht  well  hare  excited  hope.     She  hardly  allowed 

I  young  man  to  conclude,  so  eager  was  she  to 

Ig  him  to  tlie  point,  and  so  ready  to  answer. 

'There,  Hurry,  that's  enough,"  she  said,  mia* 

I  a  hand,  as  if  to  stop  him ;  "  1  understand  you 

irell  as  if  you  were  to  talk  a  month.     You  pre* 

nt  to  other  girls,  and  you  wish  mo  to  bccotnc 

irwifc." 

'  Vnn  put  it  in  better  words  than  1  can  do, 

c   2 
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Joditb,  and  I  wish  you  to  hacy  theru  sud,  jojttt 
yoa  most  like  to  bear  'cm." 

"Tlicjr'rv  pliun  enough,  Uurrr,  aod  'tis  fisiif 
they  should  b«  so.  Tliis  is  no  place  to  trifle  tf 
dcceire  in.  Nov,  listen  to  my  answer,  «fcid 
shall  be,  in  every  litlle,  as  sincere  as  your  cfe. 
Tliere  is  a  rcasoti,  March,  wby  I  should  neiw— " 

"  1  suppose  1  understand  you,  Juditb ;  bat  i 
I'm  willing  to  ovcriuok  that  reason,  it's  no  ooA 
consam  but  mine.  Now  don't  brighten  up  liki 
the  sky  at  sundown ;  for  no  oSeace  is  meaat,  mi 
none  should  be  taken." 

**  I  do  not  brighten  up,  and  will  »ol  btl 
oflbnoe,"  said  Judith,  stru^litig  to  tefnoa  kl 
indignation  in  a  way  she  liad  never  found  it  am- 
sary  to  exert  before.  "  There  is  a  reasoo  «liy  I 
should  not,  can  not,  ever  be  your  wife,  HWfi 
that  you  seem  to  overlook,  and  which  it  i»  ^ 
duty  now  to  tell  you,  as  plainly  as  you  ban  hM 
me  to  consent  to  become  so.  I  do  not,  aad  1  u 
certain  that  I  never  shall  luve  you  well  eaaa^  M 
marry  you.  No  man  can  wish  for  a  wife  who  dots 
nut  prefer  him  to  all  other  men  ;  and  when  I  (cU 
you  tliis  frankly,  1  au))|>use  yoa  yourself  wiQ  thaak 
me  for  my  wncerity." 

"  U  Juditli,  tlteni  flaunUng,  gay,  scariet-eaurf 
officers  of  the  garrisons  have  done  all  this 
chief!" 
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Tlash,  Marcb  ;  do  not  calumnikte  a  daughter 
CT  h«r  mother's  gTBvc !  Do  not,  when  I  only 
ph  to  treat  you  fairly,  give  me  reason  to  call  for 
U  on  your  ItcacI  in  bitterness  of  heart !  Do  not 
rget  that  I  am  a  woman,  and  that  you  arc  a  man ; 
K  I  have  neither  father  nor  brother  to  revenge 
mr  Tords." 

"  Well,  thert  is  something  in  the  last,  and  I'll 
y  no  mor«.  Take  time,  Judith,  and  tliink  better 
this." 

**  I  vont  no  time ;  my  mind  has  long  been  made 
),  and  1  have  only  waited  fur  you  to  Ni>ca)c 
kinly  to  answer  plainly.  We  now  undcntand 
cb  other,  and  there  is  no  use  in  saying  any 
ore." 

The  im])etuous  earnestness  of  the  girl  awed  the 

King  man,  for  never  before  had  he  seen  her  so 

rioua  and  determined.    In  most  of  their  previous 

■errteww  ahe  had  met  his  advances  witli  evasion, 

■arcwm;  but  these   Ilnrry  had   mistaken  fur 

Dale  ooquetry,  and  bad  supposed  might  easily  he 

bverted  into  consent.     The  struggle  bad  been 

nb  himself,  about  offering ;   nor  had  he  ever 

jrioasly  believed  it  possible,  that  Judith  would 

lAue  to  become  tlic  wife  of  tlie  handsomest  man 

^  all  that  irondcr.     Now  that  the  refusal  came, 

id  tliat  in  terms  so  dctndcd  as  to  put  all  cavil- 

Og  out  of  tlic  question,  if  not  absolutely  dumb- 

mnded,  he  was  so  much  mortified  and  surprLied, 


ut  to  feci  no  wish  to  attempt  to  dunge  W  nm- 
lutton. 

'Tlie  QliinmerglasN  has  now  oo  gre>t  oB 
me,"  he  exclaimed,  after  a  minute's 
''Oil]  Tom  isgone,  the  llurons  areasjdeotf* 
xhore,  u  pigeonH  in  the  vroods ;  and  ■hopAcitit 
ii  getting  to  he  an  onauitable  place." 

"Tiien  leave  it.  Yoa  see  it  it  ntmoDiW  b; 
dangers,  and  tJiere  is  no  reason  wlijr  ym  iMl 
risk  your  life  for  other*.  ?ior  do  I  know  tfaM  J« 
can  he  of  an;*  tervioe  to  ua.  Go,  to-mgbl|  v^ 
never  accuse  you  of  having  done  any  thbg  h^ 
fill,  or  unmanly." 

"  If  1  do  go.  'twill  be  with  a  heavy  bort  m 
your  luXKiunt,  Juditli ;  I  would  nthcr  tikt  JM 
with  roc." 

"  That  is  not  ti>  be  s[iolcen  of  aay  laapi, 
March ;  but,  I  will  land  you  in  one  nf  thn  f ■■!!■, 
as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  nn<l  you  ran  strike  a  tni  faf 
the  nearest  garrison,  \^'llen  you  read  tba 
if  you  send  a  party " 

Judith  smothered  the  words,  for  she  fch  iM 
it  was  liumilittting  to  tw  thus  exposing 
the  ooRinient-H  mid  leflections  of  one  who 
disp<»ed  to  view  her  conduct  in  oonnectiaA 
all  in  these  garrisons  with  an  ere  of  & 
Hurry.  howe%-er,  caught  Uie  idea;  umI,  wttkM 
perverting  it,  as  the  girl  dreaded,  he  aitnnrtd  to 
the  puriKise. 
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^^^^^  1  understand  w/tat  you  would  say,  uid  leAy 
^  foa  tlun't  uy  it,"  he  replied.  "  If  I  get  sitfe  to 
the  fort,  a  party  shall  start  on  the  trail  of  these 
^vagabonds,  and  I'll  come  with  it  myself;  for  I 
Fthoald  like  to  sec  yuu  and  Hetty  in  a  place  of 
ty  Ixrfore  we  jjart  for  ever." 
*Ab,  Hurry  March,  had  you  always  spoken 
!ius,  felt  thiu,  my  feelings  towards  you  might 
vre  been  different  !*' 

**  la  it  too  late  now,  Judith  ?     I'm  rough,  and 

wnodsRian ;  but  we  all  change  under  different 

Btment  from  what  wc  have  been  used  to." 

"  It  M  too  late,   March.     I  can  never  fed  to- 

i%  you,  or  any  other   man   but   one,  as  you 

["Would  wish  to  have  me.    There,  I've  said  enough, 

[•nrely,  and  you  will  question  me  no  furtlicr.     ^Vs 

[■oon  as  it  is  dark,  1,  or  the  Delaware,  will  put 

on  tlie  shore ;  you  will  make  the  best  of  your 

ay  to  tlie  Mohawk,  and  the  nearest  garrison,  and 

Fsend  all  you  can  to  our  assistance.     And,   Hurry, 

I  are  now  friends,  and  1  may  trust  you,  may  I 

■Sartain,  Juditli ;  "though our fri'ndshipwoold 
I  been  all  the  warmer,  could  yon  look  ap<m 
,  as  I  look  upon  you." 
Judith  hesitated,  and  some  powerful  emotion 
struggling  witliin  her.     Then,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  look  down  all  weaknesses,  and  accom- 
plish her  purposes,  at  every  butard^  she  spoke 
[snore  plainly. 
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"  Tou  will  find  a  captaia  of  the  nama  of  VIAff 
at  the  nearest  post,"  she  said,  pale  as  death,  mJ 
even  trembling  as  she  spoke ;  "  I  thinV  it  liUf 
be  will  wish  to  bead  the  partj  ;  I  would  ^natl; 
prefer  it  shoidd  be  aoothcr.  If  Captain  Wirlet 
run  bo  kept  back,  "t  would  make  mc  very  liappf  1" 

"  That's  easier  said  than  done,  J  udith ;  fotdne 
officers   do   pretty  mudi    as   they   pleaae.    Tit 
roajor  will  order,  and  captnint,  and  rMBtenMMi 
and  ensigns  must  obey.      \  know  the  officer  fDt 
mean,   a  red-faced*  gay,  oli  !-bc-joyful  aort  of  i 
gentleman,  who  swalton-a  M  udetra  eoo«^  to  drawn 
the  Mohawk,  and  yet  a  picusant  talker.    All  iW 
gals  in  the  valley  admire  him;  and  tfaeTtarht 
admires  all  tlic  gals.     I  don't  wonder  he  i>  jom 
dislike,  Judith,  for  he's  a  very  ginenl  tovcr,  if  hi 
isn't «  gineml  officer." 

Judith  did  not  answer,  thoujjli  her  fiiini  Jiwt. 
and  licr  colour  chunged  from  pale  to  cnnaoo,  m4 
from  crimson  back  again  to  the  hue  of  doatb. 

"  Alus  !  my  poor  mother  !"  she  qaoihwrf 
menially,  instead  of  uttering  it  aloud  ;  "wetft 
over  tliy  gmre,  but  little  dost  thou  know  itm 
much  thy  Icssuns  have  been  foif^tten ;  tby  (■■ 
ne^lccte<l ;  thy  love  defeated  !" 

As  this  goading  of  the  worm  tlut  nerer  da* 
was  felt,  she  aruse,  and  aignitied  to  Huny 
ahe  had  no  more  to  oommanitrate. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

<•              That  point 
In  mlNTy,  which  nmhM  ibr  <ippr«M*d  dtts 
iUfU4leH  of  hti  0*11  li/f,  mnkM  hiin  Uw 
Lo(d  of  Ih*  oppnsior'* " 


Lll  this  time   Mett^  had  remained  seated  in 

I  the  head  of  tbc  wow,  loc^king  sorrovrrully  into  the 

[water,  which  held  Uie  hody  of  tier  mother,  ait  well 

that  of  the  man  whom  site  had  heeti  taught  to 

i  consider  her  father.      Hist   stood  near  her    in 

.  gentle  quiet,  but  had  no  consolation  to   olTer  in 

•  words.     The  hahita  of  her  people  taught  her  rc- 

aOTC  in  this  respect ;  and  the  hahits  of  hor  sex 

induced  her  to  wait  patiently  for  n  moment  when 

she    might    manifest    some   soothing  sympathy 

I  by    means   of  acts   rather   tlian   speech.      Chtn- 

gachgook  held  himself  a  httle  aloof,  in  grave  rc- 

aerve,  looking  like  a  varricn-,  but  feeling  like  • 

man. 

Judith  joined  her  sister  with  an  air  of  dignity 
and  Milemnity  it  was  not  her  practice  to  show ; 
and,  though  the  gleamings  of  anguish  were  still 
^visible  on  her  beautiful  face,  when  she  spoke  it 

o  s 
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vsa  firmly  and  without  trcmour.  At  tJitt  inAll, 
Ilist  and  the  DcUvr&rc  withdrew,  monng tDnh 
Horry  in  the  other  end  of  the  boat. 

"  Siatcr/' said  Judith. kindly,  "I  haTCBndl* 
say  to  you ;  we  will  get  into  this  canoe,  Bul  jiiSt 
off  to  a  distance  from  the  ark— the  scent*  >f  m 
orphans  ought  not  to  be  heard  by  every  ear." 

"  Certainly,  Judith,  by  the  cars  of  their  piraa. 
Let  Hurry  lift  tJie  grapnel,  and  move  awij  ad 
the  ark,  and  leave  us  here,  near  the  gnm  d 
father  and  mother,  to  aay  wliat  we  may  bsrrtt 
say." 

"  Father !"  repeated  Judith,  slowly,  the 
for  tJic  first  time  since  her  parting  with 
mounting  to  her  eheeks ;  "  he  was  no  frths  d 
iiurK,  Hetty !  Tiuil  wc  Itad  from  his  own  laotf^ 
and  in  his  djHng  moments." 

"  Arc  you  glad,  Judith,  to  find  you  had  •• 
fatlier  ?  He  took  care  of  us,  and  fed  ««,  wl 
clothed  as, and  lorod  us ;  a  £tther  could  hsTcdaat 
no  more.  I  don't  understand  why  he  ww&'t  ■ 
ftther." 

"  Never  mind,  dear  ehlld,  but  let  m  do  M  yoa 
liavcsaid.  It  may  be  well  to  renaiin  bcN^ad 
let  the  ark  move  a  Uttlc  away.  Do  yoa  pRf* 
the  canoe,  and  I  will  tell  Hurry  and  the  ladMM 
our  wishes,'* 

lilts  was  soon  and  siin{dy  done;  tbe  vk 
moving  with  measured  strokeis  of  the  sweep,* 
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yards  from  the  spot,  leaving  the  giHs 

^Win^,  seemingly  in  air,  above  the  place  of  the 

4ead;  no  huo)-ant  waa  the  light  vessel  that  held 

lUeati  and  so  limpid  the  element  by  which  it  was 

ed. 

"The  death  of  Thotnaa  Hutter  "  Juditli  com- 

icedf  after  a  short  pause  had  prepared  her 

aister  to  receive  her  communications, "  has  altered 

rail  our  propccts,  Hetty.     If  he  was  not  our  father, 

arc  sUlen,  and  must  feel  alike  and  live  to- 

,  gethcr." 

**  IIow  do  I  know,  Judith,  that  you  wouldn't 
Lbe  as  glad  to  find  I  am  not  your  sister,  as  you  are 
,  finding  that  Thonias  Uuttcr,  as  you  call  him, 
not  your  father.  1  am  only  half-witted,  and 
few  people  like  to  hare  half-witted  rvlations ;  and 
then  I'm  not  handsome— «t  least,  not  as  hand- 
some as  you— ^nd  you  may  wish  a  liandsomcr 
■uter." 

"  No,  no,  Hetty.     You  and  you  only,  are  my 

aister — my  heart,  and   my  lore  for   you,  tell  roe 

I  ^lat — and  mother  w&s   my  mother— of  that,  too, 

mm  1  glad,  and  proud ;   for  she  was   a  mother  to 

be  proud  of — bat  father  was  not  father  t'* 

"  Hush,  Judith!  His  spirit  maybe  new;  it 
would  grieve  it  to  bear  his  children  talking  so,  and 
that,  too,  over  hia  very  grave.  Children  should 
never  grieve  parents,  mother  often  told  mc,  and 
especially  when  they  are  dead !" 


u 


t^  Jadidu 
»  vdl  at 
Ske  dnfs  tdd  u  tb^  Godnwdt  weMal 
that  we  iboold  do  notiung  to  oAend  Mijiri 
DOT  ake  bu  left  ox,  I  Mrirc  to  do  noUung  tfaitMi 
displease  Aer.  llunk  how  ber  spirit  would  nom 
sod  fed  aonow^  Jndidi,  did  it  sb«  eidier  id « 
doing  wlut  is  not  right,  and  siniits  mmf  me,  ite 
■11;  cspeaaUy  the  ^urits  (rf  puents  tint  U 
mnxioos  about  thor  cfaildren." 

"  Hetty,  Hetty — ^yoa  know  not  wliat  ym  aif  r 
mnrmured  Judith,  almost  livid  with  emotiiB. 
**  The  deadcoRMoJ  see,  and  know  nothing  of  wkd 
passes  here !  Bn^  we  will  not  talk  of  tldi  af 
longer.  The  bodies  of  mother  and  lliomaa  HM- 
ter  lie  t«^ether  in  the  lake,  and  we  will  hc^  tttf 
the  s[Hrits  of  both  are  with  God.  lliat  we,  Ik 
children  ot  one  of  them,  remain  on  earth,  is  ew 
lain ;  it  is  now  proper  to  know  what  we  «e  to  do 
in  fiitore." 

"If  we  are  not  Thomas  Hntter's  daUrm, 
Joditii,  no  one  will  dispute  oar  right  to  his  fn> 
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'^«rty.  We  hare  tn«  cMtk  nd  Ae  uk,  attd  tlie 
CBOOes,  and  the  woods,  md  the  hke*,  the  wuac  ■• 
when  be  ns  tirini;;  and  what  can  prerent  «s 
firom  atayitig  brre,  and  puMOg  <mr  lira  just  u 
we  ever  bare  done  >" 

"  No,  no — jmor  sister.  Tliu  can  no  longer  be. 
Tiro  girls  would  not  be  safe  here,  even  abould 
these  Hurona  &il  in  getting  oa  into  thrir  power. 
£vcn  father  had  as  much  as  he  coold  somctjroes 
to  keep  (leitce  upon  the  lake ;  and  we  sboold 
il  altogether.  We  roust  quit  this  spot,  Hetty, 
id  remove  into  the  settlements." 
"  ]  am  soTT)'  you  tliiok  so,  Judith,"  returned 
etty,  dropping  her  head  on  her  bosom,  and  look- 
thoughtfuUy  dowD  at  the  spot  where  the  func- 
pile  of  her  mother  could  just  he  aeen.  "  I  am 
.very  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  would  rather  stay  here, 
here,  if  I  wasn't  bom,  IVe  passed  my  life.  I 
don't  like  the  scttletncnls — tbey  are  full  of  wicked- 
ness and  heart-burnings,  while  God  dwells  unof- 
fcndcd  in  tliese  hills !  1  Igve  the  trees,  and  the 
mountains,  and  the  lake,  and  the  springs ;  all  that 
bis  bounty  has  i;iven  us,  and  it  would  grie\-e  me 
aorcly,  Judith,  to  be  forced  to  quit  them.  You 
are  handsome,  and  not  at  all  half-witted,  and  one 
day  you  will  marry,  and  then  you  will  hnro  a  hus- 
bsnd,  and  1  a  brother,  to  take  cnrc  of  us,  if  wo- 
men can't  really  take  care  of  thcmselrcs  in  such 
•  place  as  tlti)." 


Ak! 


1    QmaXUi 

TcCvberebtiheaal 


rIsmbi 


i^adbaipoke.'  "HewiwU  be  gM  »H 
Tb  MR  {  sml  ■  •tooMr  aJ  » ' 
•  Bot  to  b*  BM  with  tbiMli 


"aMTfUmAwadl 

ht  mU  winmt  kim.    Tbms 

It  u  sU  in  tiic  ka^rf' 
■ad  vc  must  abcvtl  j  eoaw  to  Mat 
onr  fittsni  maBaer  of  Mif. 
■^  vaana  ban  aioae,  at' 
partiapa  no  oocnoo  will  ntrifti 
ia  tbe  BuunCT  you  think  tC  It  ■ 
,  Hetty,  wt  tbouU  Icam  all  wv  on  caa> 
«r  rdatioM  and  CnOy.  It  t>  aol  p»- 
«c  arc  alugetbcr  wilhook  nhtiaoc,  mi 
dc;  amr  be  ^ad  to  see  as.  Tbe  old  diMt  ia  at* 
■ar  ftafNrtj,  and  ar«  bare  a  ris^ht  to  look  iateil, 
■^  kna  all  «c  can  bf  wbat  it  hohli.  Uaihm 
was  ao  my  dilStnat  fnm  Tbooiaa  Itnttar,  ibat 
Mw  I  know  we  are  Dot  hia  diiUraD,  I  bora  «iik 
a  deoR  to  know  wbote  dbildm  we  can  be.  Hew 
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^tt  paper!  in  that  chnU  X  nm  ocftain,  and  tbose 
llipers  may  toll  as  all  aboot  oar  pticnta  and  a»- 
tttn\  Aiend*." 

**  Well,  JudiUi,  yoa  know  best,  tor  yoa  are 
dererer  than  i-ommon,  mother  always  uid,  and  I 
mm  only  lialf-u-itt«(I.  Now  fatlirr  and  mother  are 
dead,  1  don't  mucli  care  for  any  relations  but  yon, 
aud  don't  tiiink  1  could  love  tltem  I  nerer  saw,  as 
well  as  I  oughL  If  you  don't  like  to  many 
Hurry,  1  don't  tee  wlio  you  can  choose  for  a  hus- 
band, and  then  I  fear  we  shall  have  to  quit  the 
lake,  after  all." 

••  What  do  you  tliink  of  Deersbyer,  Hetty?" 
adced  Judith,  hendiii^  forward  like  Iter  unsophi^ 
ticsted  sister,  and  endeavouring  to  conceal  ber 
erobarraMineRt  in  a  sinttUr  manner.  "  Would  be 
not  make  a  brother-in-law  to  your  Ukini;  P' 

**  Deerslayer  1"  repeated  the  other,  looking  op 
in  unfetgiicd  surprise ;  "  why,  Judith,  Deerslayer 
isn't  in  the  least  comely,  and  is  altogether  ttnfit 
for  one  like  yon  !" 

**  He  is  not  ill-looking,  Uetty ;  and  beau^  in 
■  man  is  not  of  much  matter." 

"  Do  yon  tliink  so,  Judith  f  I  know  that  beauty 
is  of  no  great  matter,  in  man  or  woman,  in  the 
eyes  of  tiod ;  for  mother  has  often  told  me  so, 
when  she  lliought  I  might  have  been  sorrj-  I  was 
not  as  handsome  as  you,— though  she  needn't 
hare  been  uneasy  on  ttuit  account,  for  1   never 


in  oar  tK  it  wm^ 
litl^KifcrGtlls.  TbtiiMb 
;  ta  W  tal,  bat  o^Mi  an  tal  ■  «dl 
. .  ,  _J  mcAn—l  tfamk  I  know  Am  Ik* 
lie  more  aeixve ;  and  itrong — well,  be  btnt  d 
dw  Mreuglh  in  the  wwM  ;  and  brave — I  ib  or 
tain  1  csB  mme  a  Tootfa  wfao  is  bfarer  I" 

"  This  b  stni^e.  Judidi.  I  didnH  dunk  At 
caith  hdd  a  handicHDer,  (v  a  stronger,  or  s  mon 
acCne,  or  a  biaTcr  man  thsn  Hany  Hnnyl  I 
mm  son  I  nerer  met  bis  equal  in  either  of  floe 


"  WeD,  vril,  Hetty— say  no  more  of  Has.  I 
fslike  to  bear  yoa  talking  in  this  manner.  % 
not  soitsble  to  yoar  innocence^  and  trafl^Hi 
vann-bearted  sinceritf.  Let  Hany  Mett^  ga 
He  qoirs  as  to-nigfa^  snd  no  rqjret  of  nine  «3 
folknr  him,  nnkss  it  be  that  be  has  staid  so  ka^ 
and  to  so  little  poipose." 

"  Ah !  Judith,  this  is  what  I've  \oag  femd; 
and  I  did  so  hope  he  might  be  my  bndwr«- 
hw!" 
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XcTcr  mind   it  now  ;  kt  OS  talk  ofoor  poor 
(Dotlicr,  and  of  'rhombs  IlutUr." 

"  Speak  kindlj-,  tbcD,  sister,  for  yon  cant  be 
quite  certain  that  spirits  don't  boUi  bear  and  sae. 
Ifiather  wun't  &tber,  he  was  good  to  ns,  and 
ve   us   food  and   shelter.     W«  can't  pat  any 
over  Uieir  graves,  here  in  the  water,  to  tdl 
lie  all  this,  and  so  ve  ought  to  say  it  with  our 
«s." 
"  'riwy   will  care  little  for  that,  girl,     lis  • 
it  consolation  to  know,  Hetty,  that  if  mother 
T  did  commit  any  heavy  fault    when    young, 
lat  she  lived  sinccrelT  repent  of  it ;  no  doubt 
T  sins  were  forgiven  her." 
"  Tisn't  right,  Judith,  for  children  to  talk  of 
eir  parent's  luni.     We  had  better  talk  of  our 


Talk  of  your  sins,  Hetty  I     If  tliere  ever  was 

,  creature  on  earth  without  sin,  it  is  yoa !     I  wish 

could  my  or  tJtink  tJie  same  of  myaclf ;  but  we 

see.     No  one  knows  what  changes  affection 

■  B  good  hosbaiid  can  make  in  a  woman's  heart. 

don't  lliink,  child,  I  have  even  now  tlic  some 

ivt  for  finery  I  once  had.'' 

**  It  would  be  a  pity,  Judith,  if  you  did  think 

of  rlollies  over  your  parents'  graves !     We  will 

never  quit  lliis  s[>ot,  if  you  say  so,  and  will  let 

Hurry  go  whore  he  pleases." 

"  1  am  willing  enough  to  consent  to  the  last. 
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bat  eumot  ■anrer  for  tbe  fint,  Hetly.   VeariL 
fife,  in  fimiK^  u  beBomes  re«pect«biB  ym  w 
watf  sad  aimot  lonuD   hem  tobo4tkfcaA 
jatofall  dte  xnde  and  foat-to^Md  Mffnti4 
bBtfOB  tlait  may  cone  iqioa  die  hka^  lA  BiM| 
go  br  faimidf,  and  then  m  find  die  ■MMttm 
DuLiilajir,  whai  the  fatoie  ihaU  be  aan  HlAA 
Come^  gill,  the  nn  haa  Mt,  and  Ae  ok  ii  4 
avn  from  ns ;  let  oa  paddle  op  to  dbe  i 
consoh  with  our  frienda.     Iliia  ni^it  1 1 
faito  the  dteet,  and  to-mwiow  abaB 
wliatwe  aietodo.    Aa  fiir  theHmoe^aawvi 
can  aae  oar  ttoKS  wiifaoid  fear  emMoau  HeBi^ 
dieT  viQ  be  eusij  boogbt  oB.    Let  me  gat  Dm^ 
daycr  once  oat  of  their  banda,  and  m  nigb  hiV 
dnll  tiring  thiwa  to  an  nnderatanffiftf.'* 

Judith  spoke  with  dednon,  and  ahe  qnhi 
with  authoiity,  a  habit  she  had  long  ptadari 
towards  her  feeble-minded  aister.  Bnt^  iMl 
thus  accustomed  to  have  her  way,  by  the  wt 
of  manner  and  a  readier  command  of  w<ari% 
Hetty  occasionally  checked  her  impetnona  fad- 
ings and  hasty  acts  by  the  ud  of  thoae  aimpk^ 
moral  truths  that  were  so  deeply  engrafted  ia  A 
her  09*0  thoughts  and  feelings ;  ahining  tbno^ 
both  with  a  mild  and  beantifiil  lostie  that  thnv 
a  sort  of  holy  halo  around  so  modi  of  whit 
she  both  sud  and  did.  On  the  preaent  trfrarft^ 
this  healthfiil  ascendency  of  the   girl  of  wnk 


TBB   OBUUUlTXm. 

'^MlOect,  over  htr  of  •  aptity  Hat,  m 
^tutioiu,  miglit  tvBTc  beeomc  ^-^l***"*  md  t^ 
Dlirrd,  waa  exhibited  in  the  ustul  nmple  aod  ear- 
lieat  manner. 

'*  Vou  fof^t,  Judith,  ■whi/t  has  bfoagbt  ■■ 
hen,"  itlic  said  rvpToachfuIl}'.  **  Him  »  modMi^ 
'  grBTe>  and  ve  have  just  laid  the  bodj  d  &ther 
by  her  side.  We  Itare  done  wroDg  to  talk  ao 
naeli  of  ourselvea  at  aacfa  a  spot,  and  ought 
now  to  pr&ir  God  to  forgire  na,  and  aslc  Aim  to 
teach  us  where  we  are  to  go,  and  what  wc  U9  to 
do." 

Jadith  involuntarily  laid  aside  her  paddle^ 
while  Hetty  dropped  on  her  knees,  and  was  soon 
lost  in  her  deroat  but  simple  pctitioiu.  Her 
natcr  did  not  pray.  This  »!ie  had  lon^  ceased 
Id  do  directly,  though  anguish  of  spirit  frequent- 
ly wrung  from  her  mental  and  hasty  appeals 
to  the  great  source  of  benevolence,  for  support, 
if  not  for  a  change  of  npirit.  Sull,  she  ncrer 
t>e)icld  Hetty  on  lier  kiieeii,  that  a  feeling  of 
tender  recollection,  as  well  as  of  profound  regret 
•t  l)ic  deadness  of  her  own  heart,  did  not  come 
over  her.  llius  had  she  herself  done  in  child- 
bood,  and  crcn  duwn  to  the  hour  td'ber  ill-liited 
viaita  to  the  gfLrrinons ;  and  she  wotUd  willingly 
here  given  worlds,  at  such  moments,  to  be  able 
to  exchanjEC  her  present  scnsatiunx,  for  tluit  con- 
fiding faith,  those  pure  aspirations,  and  the  gentle 


M 
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hope  that  tliune  through  every  litveuneut  mi 
movement  of  her,  otlierwi»e,  less-bvaand  MO; 
Alt  site  could  do,   however,  was  to  drop  bcr  kol 
to  her  bo$oro,  uid  assume  in  her  attitude  MMlI 
that  dei-otion  in  which   her  atubbom  spiiit  ft- 
fused  to  unite. 

When  Hetty  rose  from  her  knees,  her  oo«l^ 
nance  had  a  glov  and  serenity  that  icndtnri  a 
face  that  was  always  agreeable,  pontiTelj'  ka^ 
some.  Her  mind  was  at  peace,  and  bcr  o» 
science  acquitted  her  of  u  neglect  of  duty. 

**  Now  you  muy  go  if  you  n-aut  to,  JaiEbii' 
she  said ;  **  Qod  has  been  land  to  bc^  mi 
lifted  a  burden  olf  my  heart.  Mother  had  bb^ 
such  burdens,  she  used  to  tell  toe,  and  Ac 
always  took  them  off  in  this  way.  Tb  A* 
only  way,  sister,  such  things  can  be  dooe.  To* 
may  raise  a  stone,  or  a  log,  with  your  hands  i  bat 
the  heart  mtat  be  lightened  by  prayer.  I  doot 
think  you  pray  as  of^n  as  you  used  to  do 
younger,  Judith!" 

*'  Never  mind— never  mind,  child  '*■ 
the  other  huskily — '"tis  no  matter,  now.  Molkr 
is  gone,  and  Thomas  Hutter  is  $one,  and  Ac 
time  has  come  when  we  must  tliink  and  act  far 
ourselves." 

As  the  cnnoc  moved  slowly  «wmy  6«d  the 
place,  under  the  gentle  impulsion  of  the  tUtr 
nsber's  paddle,  Uie  younger  sat  musiog,  M  «■ 


iJL 


Mt,  mheatnr  ber  nund  ««>  pcrphwd  by 
Inoian  abstnct  Kod  difficnlt  of  ooapf^j 
B  liun  oomnwiQ- 
1400*1  know  vlist  fos  nam   bf  fatorerj 

bcr  (uvd   to  call   besren   tbc  foture,  bat 
U  think  it  meum  oaO.  week,  or  u>- 


iDcaiu  btMh,  dor  tttter;  emy  thtagthx 
lo  cutne,  vbetber  in  tkb  wtxld  or  another. 
»  aokmn  vord,  Urttj,  vid  nost  ao,  I 
is  Aan  that  tfaiok  the  Imt  tbout  it. 
tps  feboic  is  eternity ;  onn  nnj  jet 
idl  hapfMO  while  we  iire  in  tUi 
i  tl«t  «  canoe  jut  paoug  bfUad  ibe  as- 
ber^  Boce  ta  tiie  ififWiMM  of  Am  poart,  I 
I  it  ii  bid,  now ; — bat,  ortainlj',  1  saw  a 
^iMliag  bebind  the  lo^" 
M  Mcai  it  aone  tine,**  Utttj  qoedy 
nd,  for   the  Inifiau  bad  tew  tcmn  far| 

bot  I  did  not  think  it  ri^  to  talki 
lUi^    over  aether't  grave.      Tba 
ftoB  the  eaBit>,  Jocfitfa,  and  w«s  paddled 
^^  man;  he  weBod  to  be    Decralaycr, 


t 


lMrrfa|«rr  ntanwd  tba  other,  •mith  maA 
imftlbKmtj.  -That  cwi'l  ba! 
bjcr  ia  a  priaaocr,  and  I  bare  been  tUak^ac 
btn  bee.     Wbj  did  yoo 

vcuur 
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**  You    can    look    for    yoursplf,   wW; 
comes  the  cuioe  in  siglit  oj^in,  on  tbis  ndt  at 
hut" 

Sure  enough,  the  light  boat  hwl  fuatA  At 
building,  and  was  now  Bteadil)-  advnncing  wmi 
the  ark;  the  persons  on  board  of  whicii  mt 
Blreody  collecting  in  the  head  of  the  team,  k 
receive  thvir  visitor.  A  single  glance  srfM 
to  nssure  Judith  th«t  her  mtcr  was  nghi,  aJ 
that  Dvcrsliiyer  wti«  nione  in  the  onoe-  ib 
Bpproodi  wu  80  calm  and  leisurely,  hawat, 
as  to  fill  her  with  wonder,  since  u  man  vbolil 
effected  his  escape  from  enemies,  by  dthtf 
tifice  or  violence,  would  not  be  apt  to  hmw 
the  steadineitx  and  delibemtion  with  whxA 
paddle  swept  t)i«  water.  By  this  time,  Ik 
wu  fairly  departing,  and  objects  were  aii 
seen  dimly  under  the  shores.  la  the 
lake,  however,  tlic  light  still  lingered,  awl 
tlte  immediate  scute  of  tlte  present  ian 
which  WM  leas  shaded  than  most  of  tbt 
l)eing  in  its  broadest  part,  it  cast  a  gUn 
bore  some  faint  resemblance  to  the  warm 
of  an  Italian  or  Grecian  sunset.  The  la? 
the  hut  and  ark  had  a  sort  of  purple 
blended  with  the  growing  obscurity,  aai 
bark  of  the  hunter's  boat  was  losing  ibi 
ness  in  colours  richer,  but  more  mellowed,  i* 
those  it  sliowed  under  a  bright  snn.  A»  *• 
two  canoes  approached  each   other— for  Ju** 
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^ti(|  her  sister  liad  plied  tlieir  paddles  so  as  to 
**ltercept  the  unexpected  visitor  ere  he  reached 
tie  ark — even  Deerslayer's  sun-burned  counte- 
Huice  wore  a  brighter  aspect  than  common. 
Under  the  pleasing  tints  that  seemed  to  dance 
to  thtf  atmosphere.  Judith  fancied  that  delight 
■t  meetiiig  her  had  some  share  in  this  unusual 
■ltd  agreeable  expression.  She  was  not  aware 
that  her  own  beauty  appeared  to  more  advantage 
tJian  common,  from  the  same  natural  cause ;  nor 
did  she  understand,  what  it  would  have  given  her 
■o  much  pleasure  to  know,  that  the  young  man 
actually  thought  her,  aa  she  drew  near,  the 
loreliest  creature  of  her  sex  his  eyes  had  ever 
dwelt  on. 

"  Welcome — welcome,  Deerslayer  i"  exclaimed 
the  girl,  as  the  canoes  Soated  at  each  other's 
ndes,  the  paddles  having  ceased  their  move- 
ments;  "  we  have  had  a  melancholy — a  frightful 
day — but  your  return  is,  at  least,  one  misfortune 
the  less.  Have  the  Hurons  become  more  hu- 
mane and  let  you  go  ;  or  have  you  escaped 
from  the   wretches   by   your    own  courage  and 

BkiU?" 

"  Nether,  Judith — neither  one  nor  t'other, 
Tlie  Mingos  are  Alingos  still,  and  will  live  and 
die  Mingos;  it  is  not  likely  their  natur's  will 
ever  undeigo  much  improvement.  Well ;  they've 
Mcjr  gifts,  and  we've  our'n,  Judith,  and  it  doesn't 
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much  beoone  either  to  spok  ill  of  vImIAi 
Lord  hns  er«at«d ;  though,  if  the  troth  in 
said,  I  find  it  n  sore   tml  to  think  ki:i< 
lo  talk  kiiidljr  of  them  vagahondi.    As  t ' 
fritting  tltem,  that  might  hare  been  donr.  vd 
it  «■«  done,   too,   stvccn    the  Sarpent  ^adtt. 
aiid  me,  when  vrc  were  on  the  trail  of  Hi*!—' 
here  the   hunter  stopped    to    laugh  in  his  o« 
silent  fashion ; — **  but    it's  no     easy  iDSlttr  tt 
sarcuotveni  the  sarcumrcnted.     Even  tha  &'ai 
get  to  know  the  tiicks  of  tite    hunters  tha  t 
single  season  is  over;    and   an    Indian,  w\mt 
eyes    have   once  been   opened    by  a  ufcoimn* 
tion,   never  shuts   tliem   ag'in    in    predsely  ikt 
same  sjwt.     I've  known  whites  to  do  that,  btf 
never  a  red-skin.      What  they    Tam   mcnra  bf 
practice,  and  not  by  books ;  and  of  all  Khosl' 
masters,   experience  gives   lesson*  tliat  an  A* 
longest  remembered." 

"  All  this  is  true,  Decrslayer;  but  if  yen  line 
not  escaped  from  tlie  savsgea,  ho«r  one  jtn 
here>" 

"That's  a  nat'ral  question,  •nd  dnnd^ 
pat.  You  are  wonderful  handsome  this  cvcbv^ 
Judith,  or.  Wild  Rose,  as  tl;e  Sarpent  tA 
you,  and  1  may  as  well  say  it,  siun  I  hocuadj 
ttiink  it!  You  may  well  call  them  Mtti(a>> 
savages,  too,  for  savage  cnnu^b  do  they  M, 
and  Baragc  enough   will  they  act,  if    yoa 
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them  ui  a()portunitf .  They  feel  their  lou 
ia  the  Ute  skriminage.  to  their  hearts* 
and  are  naif  to  rerengc  it  on  anv  creatui' 
Etij^Iiah  blood  that  may  fall  in  th«ir  way. 
or,  tor  that  matter,  do  I  much  think  tbey 
Dald  stand  at  taking  tlior  satis&ction  oat  of  a 
ntcninan* 

They  have  killed  fathrr ;  that  ought  to  sa- 
■fy  llieir  wicked  craringa  for  blood,"  obacrred 
etty,  reproachfully. 

•*  I  know  it,  gal — I  know  tlic  whole  story — [tartly 
wliat  I're  leen  from  the  ibore,  since  they 
loght  me  up  from  the  point,  and  partly  frum 
letr  threat*  ag^in  myaelf,  and  their  other  dia- 
tmrse.  Welt,  life  is  unsartain  at  the  best,  and 
all  depend  on  the  breath  of  our  nostrils  for 
from  day  to  day.  If  you're  lost  a  staunch 
'nd,  as  I  make  no  doubt  you  hare.  Providence 
iU  raise  up  new  ones  in  his  stead ;  and  since  our 
oqiuintancc  has  begun  in  tbisoncommon  manner, 
aball  take  it  as  a  hint  that  it  will  be  a  part  of 
y  duty  in  futur,'  should  the  occasion  offer,  to 
le  you  don*t  suffer  for  want  of  food  in  the  wij;- 
I  can't  bring  the  dead  to  life,  but  as  to 
eeding  the  living,  there's  few  on  all  this  frontier 
outdo  me,  though  I  say  it  m  the  way  of  pity 
id  consolation,  hkc,  and  in  no  particular  in  the 
If  of  boasting !" 
TOU  III.  D 


-We  cadentaod  yvn,  Deealiyfi"  ntntl  |: 
J^EC^iaHilT.  ''md  take  an  tint  &U*  from  f«r 
J3L  a  it  is  sjcant,  in  kindneaa  and  fiieaUfk 
tTsKjf  to  bearm  all  men  had  toi^ocaMtn^ 
xni  beuts  u  booest  P 

-  Is  tsu  Rspect  men  do  differ,  of  a  mtnlf, 
J^:^  I've  known  tibem  that  wai^  to  hi 
rsiseii  a=T  duller  than  yxra  can  aeelliaB;  nl 
.-oen  ax^  wbooe  meaagcs,  sent  with  a  md 
zvct  of  vampom,  peAaps,  nugbt  joat  ai  wai 
re  dKwnded  on,  as  if  tbe  whole  bnainaa  wm 
z.zjs^*d  af::r  yxj^r  tace.  Tea,  Jndith,  yon  wm 
»:,'i  :r:«  w:^?d&.  than  when  yoa  said  some  nica 
=1^1  Se  6epeaded  on,  and  some  otben  migiit 

"  Yc^  areas  anacconntable being,  DeeraUTer," 
rerirr.^o  vx  srlrL  not  a  Uttle  puzzled  with  the 
-J- -".'-<-  5L::ip!:dt\'  ot  (4iaiacter  that  the  hanur 
«^-  crten  betrajTed — a  dmplicitT  so  striking,  dat 
I'  n^xi.er.tly  appeared  to  place  him  neariv- on  i 
'.<!rf  1 7i:h  ib.e  ntuity  of  poor  Hettr,  though  slwin 
ne.:eve^  bv  the  beaatiiiil  moral  troth  that  shone 
Lirx?u^h  all  that  this  Dnfortnnate  girl  both  siul 
ir.l  did.  "  Tou  are  a  most  onaccountable  mu. 
i::d  I  oiieii  do  not  know  bow  to  nndentand  totl 
E-it  r.ever  nsind.  just  now ;  yon  hare  foreotten  to 
Uil  us  by  what  means  yoa  are  here." 

"  I ' — oh !  That's  not  rerr  onaccoantahle,  if  I 
ani  myseh^ Judith.     I'm  out  on  furlough.' 
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Farlniigh  \ — ^That  word  li&s  a  meaning  among 
^  koldiers  that  I  undcrslaiid ;  I  cannot  tell  what 
it  Bgnifies  when  used  by  a  prisoner." 

*  It  means  just  the  ame.  You're  right 
enough  ;  the  soldicn  do  osc  it,  and  just  in  the 
same  way  as  I  asc  it.  A  furlough  is  when  a  man 
has  leave  to  quit  a  camp,  or  a  gairison,  for  a 
nrtun  specified  time ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  ia 
to  come  back  and  shoulder  his  musket,  or  submit 
to  tiia  torments,  just  as  he  may  happen  to  he  a 
soldier,  or  a  captyve.  Being  the  last,  1  must  take 
the  chancesof  a  priHoner." 

"  Have  the  Hurons  sulTered  you  to  quit  tlieni 
in  this  manner,  without  watch  or  guard  1" 

"  Sartain — I  couldn't  liave  come  in  any  other 
manner,  unless,  indeed  it  had  been  by  a  bold 
rising  or  a  aareumrcntion." 

"  AVhat  pledge  hare  they  that  you  will  ever 
return  f" 

**  My  word,"  answered  the  hunter,  simply. 
**  Yea,  1  own  I  gave  tbcm  Ihal,  and  big  fools  would 
tbey  have  been  to  let  mc  come  without  it!  Vtltj, 
in  that  case,  I  shouldn't  have  been  obliged  to  go 
back  and  ondci^  any  dcx-iltncs  their  fury  may 
invent,  but  might  have  shouldered  my  rifle,  and 
roade  the  best  of  my  n-ay  to  the  Delaware  villogn. 
Bat,  Lord  !  Judith,  they  know'd  tliis,  just  as  well 
as  you  and  1  do,  and  would  no  more  let  me  come 
sway  without  a  pfomise  to  go  bock,  than  they 
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vould  let  Uie  wolves  dig  up  the  bona  of  ^ 
father*  ■' 

"  Is  it  possible  yoa  mean  to  do  tlui  Ht  d 
extnonlinsry  setMestrootioo  uid  reckkanNM?" 

«  Anan  !" 

"  I  nsk  if  it  can  be  possible  that  yon  nped  U 
be  able  to  put  yourself  agaio  in  the  paver  of  nd 
ruthless  eneniieit,  by  keeping  your  word  V* 

Deerxlayer  looked  at  bis  &ir  quevtiOMr  fiir  ■ 
moment  witli  stem  displeasure.  Then  the  a* 
preiitiioii  of  his  honest  and  guileless  &ce  suddolf 
cliaiiged,  lighting,  aa  by  a  quick  iUombiatioa  tf 
thought ;  after  which  be  laughed  in  his  ordistr; 
manner. 

"  1  didn't  understand  you  at  first,  Judtik;  ttt, 
I  didn't !  You  bcltere  that  Chingachgook  ad 
Hurry  Hurry  won't  suffer  it;  but  you  don't kaov 
mankind  thoroughly  yet,  1  see.  The  Debwt 
would  he  tlie  last  man  on  'arth  to  offer  any  otjfo- 
tions  to  what  he  knows  is  a  duty ;  and,  as  t« 
March,  he  doesn't  care  enough  about  any  cmtai' 
but  himself  to  spend  many  words  on  radi  a  (ab- 
ject. If  ho  did,  'twould  make  no  great  diScmnv 
howserer;  but  not  he — for  he  thinka  omicv  of  hb 
gains  than  of  even  his  own  word.  As  formy 
promises,  or  your^n^  Judith,  or  anybody  cbr's 
they  ^vc  him  no  cnnsam.  Dim't  be  tmdertoy 
oneasinesa,  iherofore^  gal ;  I  shall  Ite  allowed  ta 
go  hack  according  to  the  furlough ;  and  tf  tfiffical- 
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ties  was   atoAt,  Vvt  not  httn  broofht  tip  imd 

edtcated,  s»  one  may  taj,  iii  the  wouds  without 
Imoiring  liow  to  took  'em  down." 

Jiulith  made  no  answer  for  some  little  time. 
All  ber  feelings  as  a  woman — and  as  a  woman 
wbo,  for  the  6rst  time  in  ber  life,  was  beginning 
ito  submit  to  that  sentiment  which  has  so  mudi 
influence  on  the  happiness  or  misery  of  her  sex — 
ivolttxl  at  the  cnid  fate  ttint  she  fancied  Dcer- 
sUyer  waa  drawing  down  upon  himself,  while  the 
[•ense  of  right,  which  God  has  implanted  in  erery 
uman  hreiist,  told  her  to  admire  an  intcvHty  as 
indonttlable  and  unpretending  as  that  whicli  the 
otber  so  unoonaciously  displayed.  Argument, 
•he  felt  would  be  useless ;  nor  was  she,  at  that 
moment,  dispowd  to  lessen  the  dignity-  and  high 
piinciple  that  were  so  striking  in  the  intentions  of 
the  hunter,  by  any  attempt  to  torn  him  from  his 
purpoM.  That  something  might  yet  occur  to 
aupersede  the  necessity  for  this  »elf-tmmolation, 
she  tried  to  hope ;  and  then  she  proceeded  to  as- 
certain the  facts,  in  order  that  her  own  conduct 
might  be  regulated  by  her  knowledge  of  cii^ 
Gumstanccs. 

**  When  is  your  furlough  out,  Deerslayer  ?"  ahe 
asked,  after  both  canoes  were  heading  towards  the 
ark,  and  moving  with  scarcely  a  perceptible  effort 
of  tiie  paddles  tlirough  tlie  water. 

"To-morrow  noon — not  a  minute  afore;  and 
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siar  depead  oa  k,  Jv^^  I  ifan't  qot  itit 
-  aiL  fTrT~an  flootpuiT,  to  go  ud  ^vc  indf 
TT  ^  ^-"w  »»p  i*rtiriTj  an  iutsnt  "fWHF  tiMi  ■ 
oimTOpc  »mamrt.  TImt  bo^  to  fcar  a  nit 
±-ai[  -SK  ocnaoBs,  and  vaoldn*t  Imgdwn  it 
rane  i.  aaameK ;  and  it's  pKttr  vril  aadailoai 
iLajjJB.  X*.  cat.  AobU  I  fitil  ia  1117  v'n'd^At 
=.-nDBi3  n  to  take  place  wlwn  die  ku  bcgn 
t:  3^sact^mn-ttrikeiqiaBdMir  Inowtoi 
St  KKa  a>  it  it  tfank." 

1^:3  'vat  Bid  aoSoimlT,  as  if  Ac  Ao^it  <f 
-Fi^  V15  '^ebfTCii  to  be  in  reserre  dolr  we^icd 
iz.  utf  TtHdor^er's  mind,  and  ret  so  ninplT)  ■nd 
T-.^<;^t  1  puvx  01  sofferin?,  as  nther  to  rtpd 
:li::  »   i^rhe  asT  open  manitestatioiis  of  vtm- 

-  ,Vri;  ii<T  bait  on  rerenging  their  lossei?'' 
^iii.^  ukei.  nintlr.  her  awn  high  spirit  yieMing 
::  :':«  iz£-:it=jce  ot  the  other's  quiet  but  digni&ed 
:^»^.rT  cc  pcrpoae. 

-I>,--»rjui:t.  if  I  can  judge  of  Indian  inclins- 
7,.--i  >y  ibe  sTmptoms.  TTiey  thinJc,  howierer, 
I  i:T.'i  ss.<pert  their  designs,  I  do  believe;  but 
.  - ;!  ii^i  bas  iiTed  so  long  among  men  of  red-skia 
r-^  -s  r.0  more  likelr  to  be  misled  in  Indian 
'^1:::'«  thm  a  trae  hunter  is  like  to  loae  hit 
trail,  or  a  staunch  hound  his  scent.  Mr  on 
•-^J.za^<tit  is  greatlr  ag'in  my  own  escape,  for  I 
see  the  women  ue  a  good  deal  enraged  on  behalf 
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'  Ui$t>  Uiough  1  ray  it,  perhaps,  that  shonld'nt 
it — seein'  thuti  tiadaconsklernblehand  myself 
getting  the  gal  off.    Then  there  vaa  s  cruel 
Dtirder  in  their  camp  Itist  night,  and  that  shot 
lit  jiLst  as  well  have  been  fired  into  raj  breast. 
lovHvcr,  come  what  vW\,  the  Sarpent  and  his 
:  vill  be  s«fe,  and  that  is  some  happineaa,  in 
ewe.*- 
**  Oh  I    Deenlayer,  they   will   Uiink  better  of 
.  since  they  have  gtveii  yoa  antil  tomorrow 
"noon  to  make  up  your  mind  !" 

*'I  judge  not,  Juditli;  yes,  I  judge  not.  An 
ndiui  is  an  Indian,  gal,  and  it's  pretty  much 
Dpelcss  to  think  of  swarving  him,  when  he's  got 
scent  and  follows  it  with  his  nose  in  the  air. 
Detawares,  now  arc  a  half-chrintinnized  tnbe 
tot  tliat  1  think  such  sort  of  Christians  much 
tlian  your  whole-blooded  disbeherers— hut, 
everthelcss,  what  good  half-chriatiain&ing  can  do 
a  roan,  some  amon^;  cm  have  got,  and  yet 
evengo  clings  to  tJieir  hearts  like  tlie  wild  creepers 
'lierc  to  the  tree  !  Tlieii  I  slew  one  of  tlic  best 
»nd  boldest  of  their  warriors,  they  say,  and  it  w 
too  much  to  expect  that  they  should  captivate  the 
man  who  did  tlua  deed,  in  the  very  same  scouting 
on  which  it  was  performed,  and  they  take  no 
.account  of  the  matter.  Had  a  month  or  so  gone 
f,  their  feelin's  would  have  been  softened  down, 
we  might  hare  met  in  a  more  fticndly  way ; 
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smk  Jm  aarr  voiU  Ehe  to  rert?" 

-t:H,  DC(BiB5cr-  MMcnd  Judith, 
jiwuDw;.  *  Tbc  <hMj  bn  jmt  been  perisnei 
Tm  «K  n^  ^  itailiiin  dwt  I  vUi  to  eondt 
A  ^  "■*  :  an£ dbk  ii  wl  b  ■■■■■■■If  Hmy Hmy 
:»  uuii=  a  JEKTc  ^s;  wfaen  be  is  gone,  ind  n 
jan^  px  X  xzae  sm  At  ftdings  of  this  solemn 
i&x.  I  3coe  rjc  viQ  pre  me  an  hour  ikoe. 
H^^rr  £^  I  a:v  a:  a  km  what  to  do>." 

- T^tic*  c:ae  sai'nl,  coming *s  things  hnt^ 
muasuT  aitf  nirsOr.  Bat  here's  the  ufc,  md 
■wT^  BT  ifircc  <■  this  when  there    is  a  betur 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"The  «la4e  w  gnut  upon  (be  blgbat  hUlct; 
Tbf  quiet  UCe  U  In  the  dalr  belo* ; 
^Wbu  Imd  on  ic«  iball  tliile  a^ninM  their  vIllMi 

bfTj  want  not  catM,  that  carious  bfaru  (houtd  iuMW  ; 
Vho  lira  at  eue  and  can  conUnt  tiim  lo, 
I  peffect  wtie,  and  tcl*  ua  all  to  icboole ; 
>  hata  tbia  Ion  dux  "l'  *>*  *^^  *  'o°''-" 

CHUKCItTABD. 


Tn  ■  m«etiiig  between  DeenUyer  and  lus  friends 
the  ark  vi*a  gntrv  aiid  anxious.  Th«  two  In- 
ftns,  in  purtictilitr,  read  iii  hb  manner  that  he 
Dot  a  suocesiful  fugitive,  and  «  few  sentcn- 
19  words  soflicN>d  to  let  them  comprelicnd 
Be  n&ture  of  what  their  friend  had  termed  his 
furlotigh."  Chin^nchgook  immediately  became 
ughtftd ;  while  Hist,  as  tuual,  htiA  no  better 
of  expressing  her  symiiathj-  tiian  by  those 
ittle  Attentions  which  mark  the  affectionate  man- 
ler  of  woman. 
Id  a  few  mintites,  however,  something  like  a 
neml  plan  for  Die  proceedings  of  the  night  was 
|)ted,  and,  to  the  eye  of  an  uiiinstructed  ob- 
•erver,  things  would  be  thought  to  more  in  their 
ordinary  train.     It  was  now  getitng  to  be  dark, 
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and  it  vaa  decided  to  sweep  the  uk  «p  to  tk 
cwtle,  and  secure  it  in  its  ordmvy  berdk  Vm 
dcdaion  was  cuiDc  to,  in  aomc  BMKMin^  OB  mchM 
of  the  fiut  tb«t  all  the  cuioes  were  ^n  i»i* 
posMcnon  of  their  proper  ownerv ;  bat  priidplft 
from  the  weurity  that  was  created  try  tbt  n^ 
senuttunsof  DeenUyer.     He  had  exmnnidAl 
6tate  of  things  among  the  Murona,  and  tell  mA^ 
fied  that  they  meditated    no  Juftber  hotlSBm 
durin;;  the  night,  the  loss  thcr  had  net  faanf 
indisposed  them  to  further  cxcrtioiu  for  tbii^ 
nicnL     Then  he  had  a  propostlioa  Ui  make— At 
object  of  his  riait;  and,  if  thb  wera  Moeptcd,  iW 
war  would  at  onoe  teniunats  betwao  the  pntia ; 
and  it  was  improbable  that  the  HanHUWoaUak- 
tieipate  the  failure  of  a  project  on  wHt^  tbcir 
had  appaieotlr  set  their  heaits.  by  baviiig 
to  violence  previoasiy  to  the  return  of 
aengcr. 

As  soon  as  dte  ark  was  properly  aeeved,  tk* 
Afferent  loeoibers  of  the  pMty  occupied 
■cItcs  in  their  several  pecubar  Daaanen ; 
eoUKil,  or  in  demon,  no  toon  chandeninigAi 
proceeding  of  tlie  border  wbitca,  than  it  did 
of  tbeirredMt^boBis.  Tbe  women  bwied 
Mh«a  in  pctpantiaas  for  tbe  evening  MflM.  m 
and  siletit,  b«  erer  attentrre  to  tbe  fint  vaab 
aaiKre. 

Ilarry  set  abotrt  lepriring  bkmoceMiiiib  by 
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of  a  bUzing  knot ;    Chingnchftook  seated 
SBslf  in  gloomy  thought;  while  DeenUyvr  pro- 
ia  a  manner  equally  free  from  affectation 
"«nd  concern  to  examine  "  Killdecr,"   the  rifle  of 
^Butter,   tlutt  has  been  already  mentioned,   and 
whicb  «ubsequently  became  so  celebrated  in  the 
ads  of  the  individoal  who  was  now  examining 
merita.     Tlic  piece  waa  a  little  longer  than 
and  bad  evidently  been  turned  out  from 
I  wotk-abop  of  some  manufacturer  of  a  aupe- 
'  order.   It  had  a  few  silver  omamenta ;  though, 
the  whole,  it  woold  hare  been  deemed  a  plain 
:  by  most  frontier  men  ;  its  great  merit  con- 
ting  in  the  accnrscy  of  ita  bore,  the  perfection 
'the  details,  and  tlie  excellence  of  the  metal. 
I  and  again  did  the  hunter  apply  the  breech 
shoulder,   and  glance  bis  eye  along  the 
hta,  and  aa  often  did  Ite  poise  bis  body,  and 
I  the  weapon  slowly,  as  if  aboot  to  catdi  an 
aini  at  •  deer  io  order  to  try  the  weight,  sod  to 
■seertain  its  fitness  for  quick  and  accurate  firing. 
Ail  this  was  done  by  tlie  ud  of  Hurry's  torch, 
■uaply,  but  with  an  earnestness  and  abstraction 
that  would  iiave  been   fonnd    touching  by  any 
spectstur  who  lu^jpened  to  know  the  real  sitoation 
of  themaa. 

*"  "Rs  a  glorious  we'poa,  Harry !"  Deerslayer 
■I  len^  exclsinwd,  "  and  it  may  be  thought  a 
pHy  that  it  has  talleu  into  the  haods  of  women. 
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The  hunters  have  told  me  of  its  cxpl'itea ;  udb} 
«U  I  have  heard,  1  should  set  it  dova  u  nttoa 
death  in  expcr'cnccd  hands.  Hearken  u  ^  lick 
of  this  lock— a  wolf-tnp  hadn't  a  liveliet  tfaa%; 
pan  and  cock  siicak  together,  like  two 
niMten  undertaking  a  p<alm  in  uicctin'.  1  nrrv 
did  »ee  so  tnte  a  bore.  Hurry,  that's  sartaia  T 

**  Ay,  Old  Tom  used  to  give  the  piece  a  d»- 
racter,  though  he  wasn't  the  man  to  puticalsni 
the  ra'al  natur'  of  any  sort  of  fireHwms  in  pifr 
tioe,"  returned  March,  passing  the  deer's  thoip 
through  tlie  moccasin  with  the  oooloeas  of  a  oob* 
bier.  "  He  was  no  marksman,  that  we  msMd 
allow  ;  but  he  had  his  good  p'ints,  as  wdl  m  Us 
had  ones.  I  have  had  hopes  that  Jodttli  nigbt 
cnnsBJt  the  idee  of  giving  Killdeer  to  me.*' 

"  Tlicre'a  nu  s&ying  what  yoang  women  maj 
do,  that's  a  truth,  Hurry ;  and  1  suppoie  jaa'n 
%»  Ulccly  to  own  the  rifle  as  another.  Still,  «fa«i 
things  are  so  rery  near  perfection,  it's  ■  pity  a«l 
to  reacli  it  entirely." 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — WooM 
that  [ueoe  look  as  well  on  my  shoulder,  as  oa 
man's  V 

**  As  for  looks,  I  say  nothing.  Yob  are  1 
good-looking,  and  might  make  what  b 
good-looking  couple.  But  the  Irxic  p'int  is  as  M 
conduct.  More  deer  would  fall  in  one  day  by 
that  piece  in  some  men'a  hands*  than  wwild  60 
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in  ■  week  in  j-our'n.  Hurry!  Vre  seen  you  try; 
— you  remember  the  buck  t'oUicr  day  f" 

"  Tltut  buck  WM  out  of  seuon;  and  who 
wishes  to  kill  venitoti  out  of  season.  I  ms  merely 
trying  to  frighten  the  creatur',  snd  I  tliink  you 
will  own  that  he  was  pre(ty  weU  tkeared,  at  any 
fate.** 

**  Well,  well,  have  it  as  you  !tay.  But  this  is  a 
lordly  piece,  and  would  make  a  stuady  iiaiid  and 
quick  eye  the  Kin^  of  the  Woods  !" 

"  TTjcn  keep  it,  Decralayer,  and  become  King 
of  the  Woods,"  said  Judith,  earnestly,  who  had 
beard  the  conversation,  and  whoso  eye  was  never 
■STerted  from  the  honest  countenance  of  the  hunter. 
**  It  can  never  be  in  better  hands  tlian  it  is  at  this 
moment  i  there  1  hope  it  will  remain  tliese  fifty 
yeus.'* 

"  Judith,  you  can't  he  in  'amcst !"  exclaimed 
Decniaycr,  taken  so  much  by  surprise,  as  to 
betray  more  cmotian  than  it  was  usual  for  him 
to  manifest  on  ordinary  occasions.  '*  Such  a  gift 
would  be  6t  for  a  ra'al  kinj;  to  make ;  yes,  and 
lor  a  ra'al  king  to  receive." 

"  1  never  was  more  in  earnest  in  my  life,  Dccr- 
sbyer ;  and  I  am  as  much  in  eantest  in  the  wish 
ns  in  the  gifi." 

•*  Well,  got,  well :  we'll  find  time  to  talk  of  this 
sg'tn.  You  musn't  be  down-hearted,  Hurr}',  for 
Judith  is  a  sprightly  young  woman,  and  she  has  a 


Bbn^  tin^  joini^Bd  nnl  pvv 


Ubtt  giwlcd  oBt  bis  uBSBtunctim  j  bift  H 

VW  too  istCUt  QB  QHlt&Bft  DIG  iBBBa  8Dft  IB  VHBH 

In  prnpamiaai  to  wMtehkbrartk  on  a  nIfiMt 
CK  tDn  BSbnb  Shoitlj  mAh  bm  M^pcf  Ml 
tcmTt  It  wm  saica  id  mbdob^  bmhbobmbM 
halHt  of  AoMvboeaander  the  table  H  ncnlft 
pbce  of  uueud  refteahiBent.  On  diis  ocaatm, 
hoverer,  sadness  uul  tboi^ifat  oontribnted  tfadr 
shaiv  to  the  genenl  desire  not  to  oonverae ;  fcr 
DeerslaTer  ««s  so  fsr  an  exception  to  tlie  angw 
of  men  of  bis  cast,  as  not  only  to  wish  to  bold 
discoone  on  sach  occasions^  bat  aa  oAea  to  cRale 
a  similar  desire  in  his  companions. 

Tlie  meal  ended,  and  the  humble  prqiantiaBS 
removed^  the  whole  patty  asaemUed  on  the  plat- 
form to  hear  the  expected  intelligence  firom  Deer- 
slayer  on  the  sabject  of  his  visit.  It  had  bea 
evident  he  was  in  no  haste  to  make  bis  eommoni- 
cations ;  bat  the  feelings  of  Jadidi  would  no  tongs 
admit  of  delay.  Stools  were  hranght  from  the  sfc 
and  the  hut,  and  the  whole  six  placed  themselns 
in  a  circle  near  the  door,  watchii^  each  othv's 
countenances  as  best  tfaey  could*  by  the  •cuty 
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tbkt  were  fumUhed  hy  a  ^ove^y  itarligbt 
^  D^t.  Along  Ute  shore,  beneath  the  niountainst 
Hiijr  the  luiuU  body  of  gloom ;  but  in  the  broad 
^BJIm  no  shadow  was  cast,  and  a  thousand  mimie 
^^brs  were  daiidng  in  the  limpid  clement,  tltul  was 
just  stirred  enougli  hy  tlic  evening  lur  to  «et  tliem 
in  motion. 

**  Now,  Dceralajror,"  commenced  Juditli,  whose 
■patience    resisted    further    restraint ;     *'  now, 
aycr,  tell  us  all  titc   Huron*  have  to  Mjr, 
mmI  the  reason  why  Uiey  have  sent  you  on  parole 
to  make  us  some  offer." 
_      **  Furlougli,  Juditlt ;  furlough  is  the  word;  and 
^it  carries  Uie  same  meaning  with  acaptyre  at  large 
as  it  docs  with  a  soldier,  who  has  leave  to  quit  hii 
colours.     In  both  coses  the  word  is  i>ast  to  oome 
back :  and  now  1  rcracm)>er  to  Iiavc  heard  tliat's 
the  fs'al  ngnification, '  furlough'  meaning  a  *  word' 
passed  for  the  doing  of  any  thing  or  tiie  like. 
Puole,  I  rather  think,  is  Dutch,  and  has  somc- 
thing  to  do  with  the  tattoos  of  the  garrisons.  But 
^  ttus  makes  no  great  difference,  since  the  vartue  of 
a  pledge  lies  in  the  idee,  and  not  in  the  word. 
^N'rll,  then,  if  the  messa)^  must  be  given,  it  must; 
and  perhaps  there  is  no   use  in   puUing  it  off. 
Hurry  will  soon  be  wanting  to  set  out  on  his  jour- 
ney to  the  river,  and  the  stars  rise  and  set.  just  as 
if    they    cared  for  neither  Indian    no  message. 
Ah's !    me ;  'tisn't  a  pleasant,  and  1  know  it's  a 
■  useless  ar'n'd ; — but  it  must  be  told." 


■■■tk 


;  btt  jWk  •■ 


EBsfiik,jirib| 

,  H«iy,  aiMl  wiO  «  jm 
7^>e  no  tioM  to  im. 
i  •■■  to  the  p'ua,  mu^  ite  •  1 
farcoonca  it  a^^bj 
■gas.   tit 
tm.    WWb  the  pMtrcMctwk: 
AcMasMhtU  •  ean^mi 
,  as  wtm  plutly  M 
>  kf  ibeir  ^00017  free*.     No  om  Om  II  i 

vpoB  it,  nd  Mt^ 

,  wtd  tbeir  CDUDcU-fira  bad  boK 

out.     It  seetns  the  cUcn 

I  naa  nan  to  betmMd 

Tbey'n    vooderfal    obartMl, 

<ic/  tbetr  worst  iuimia  moit  J* 

AefceamitfeA  I  w  soch  a  nun;  nd 

-**  added  tbe  banter,  with  • ; 

that  bi*  pfeTioufltUe 


THB    DBBRSLAYBB.  65 


^Vblkn  they  oonnit  any  thing  so  good  of  a  pala* 
W  4ee ;  but  >o  tliey  did  u-iUi  me,  and  tlier«fore  they 
didn't  besitsto  to  speak  tlieir  minds,  wliicli  is  jtut 
this  ^— You  see  Uie  state  of  Uiings.  The  lake  and 
ftU  on  it,  tiiey  fancy,  Lie  at  their  niarcy.  Thomas 
Hutter  is  deceased,  and  as  for  Ilurr)',  they've  got 
the  idee  lie  Itas  heen  near  enough  to  death  to-day, 
lOt  to  vish  to  take  aiiotlier  look  at  him  this  sum- 
Therefore  they  account  oil  your  forces  as 
to  Chingachgook  sod  the  two  young 
imen,  and,  while  they  know  the  Delaware  to  be 
B  high  race,  and  a  born  warrior,  tbcy  know  he's 
on  his  first  war-path.  Aa  for  the  gaU,  of 
rse  they  set  them  down  much  aa  they  do  wo- 
in  gineral." 
'*  You  mean  that  they  despise  as !"  interrupted 
Judith,  nith  eyes  that  flashed  so  brightly  as  to  be 

Iobserred  by  all  present. 
"That  will  be  seen  in  the  end.  They  hold  that 
mil  on  the  lake  lies  at  their  marcy,  and,  therefore, 
they  send  by  me  this  belt  of  wampum,"  showing 
t)ie  article  in  question  to  the  Delaware  as  he 
•poke,  "with  these  words: — Tell  the  Saipent, 
they  say,  that  he  has  done  well  for  a  beginner; 
be  may  now  strike  across  the  mountains  for  lus 
own  villages,  and  no  one  shall  look  for  bis  trail. 
If  be  has  found  a  scalp,  let  him  take  it  with  him ; 
tbc  Huron  braves  have  hearts,  and  can  feci  for  b 
young    warrior  who  doesn't  wish  to  go  home 


■r 

t 
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snncT-aued.    If  be  is  ninU^  he  it  vdcDM 
It  jeac  JVC  &  V^  i"  tim»ut-  Hut,  Ikmuu,  nMt 
£v  IKC  ^  'sx  Harau;  when  she  \A  til^m 
au   la^x.  KK  ankd  •«■;>  by  nartike,  Ait 
«aicsL  axsK  I  baoog  to  ber." 

-T^ac  «rr  be  trae!"  sua  Het^,  eusol^ 
-*-^Bt  S3B  sadi  1^ — bat  one  that  f^m  ciOT* 

MlDT   11  I    'ill        "^ 

ai«-  sbS  bdr  sbe  would  famTe  mi,  k  i»- 
sunaCKBce.  **»'*'t*  be  known,  inssmncfa  ss  Hi^ 
Tsri'T'  "anif^^r.  ud  psTilT  hiduig  her  &ee  m 
t.~-t.-nf  Tc:  bK  ovn  hand  across  the  spcakei'i 
z».>in.  ^  &  TIT  ro  cceck  the  words. 

-  T:<i  i'^c't  Eiidarsand  Mingo  messsges,  poor 
H  icr;  ~  TSSLii^td  I>eerslarer,  "  which  leldoB 
isi32  -riaz  'z^%  euctlr  appennost.  Hist  ha 
.T-.-tLri  I  ^wxT  wiih  her  the  inclinations  of  s  jfHOf 
'^i:r:iz.  i=ti  xixy  wtni  her  back  again,  that  tbe 
Tvx'r  T'.'i:^  —a"  may  nod  them  where  he  last  aw 
riHi=i  TiK  Ssrpent.  tfaer  sar,  is  too  promising  ■ 
y.'Cw^  TiTT^.Y  sot  to  find  as  many  wires  si  he 
v^::::s.  'r.i  iris  ose  he  cuioot  have.  That's  that 
T*-*^—  '  ssii  ac-iJung  else,  as  I  understand  iL" 

*-  rb<;y  &r?  tvtt  obliging  and  thoughtful  in  f^ 
>.-tfCT^  A  5'vu:i£  woman  can  fo^et  all  her  own  ia- 
A.ra::!.^~t  in  t^der  to  let  this  nnhappy  yoath  find 
>^s  . '  »:<£  Jsdith.  ironically ;  though  her  mauw 
'r-«5K=*  n»t*  bitter  as  she  proceeded.  "  1  np- 
fvae  a  woman  is  a  woman  let  her  culoor  be  irititc 
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Iflrred;  and  your  chiefs  know  1iul«  of  a  wotnu^a 
beut,  Dccrslarcr,  if  they  think  it  csu  ever  forgire 
whta  wronged,  or  ever  forget  when  it  fairty  loves." 
'  "I   suppose  thnt'a  pretty  much  the  truth  with 

tome  WMincii,  Judith,  though   I've  known  them 
thttl  could  do  botli.     Tlie  next  mexMgc  a  to  yon. 
ly  the   Muskrat,  as  they  call  your  father, 
dove  to  the  huttoni  of  tlie  lake ;  lliat  he  will 
cume  up  ngojn,  and  that  ht9  young  will  aooit 
in  wont  of  wigwams,  if  not  of  food.  The  Huron 
lata,  they  think,  are  better  than  the  huts  of  York; 
y   wish  you   to  cume  and   try   them.     Your 
lour  is  wliitc,  they  own,  but  they  think  young 
iRicn  who've  lived  so  long  in  the  woods  would 
tlKir  way  in  the  cleorin'a.     A  great  warrior 
ing  tlicm  has  lately  lost  his  wife,  and  he  would 
be  glad  to  put  Uie  Wild  Itosc  on  her  bench  at  his 
side.     Aa  for  the   FccMc-Mind,  alio  will  al- 
,}'s  be  honoured  and  taken  care  of  by  red  war* 
rioTS.    Your  father's  goods,  they  think,  ought  to 
go  to  enrich  the  Inbc ;  but  your  own  property, 
which  is  to  include  ever)'  thing  of  a  female  natur', 
will  go,  like  that  of  all  wives,  into  the  wigwam 
of  the  husband.     Moreover,  they've  lost  u  young 
maiden  hy   violence,   lately,  and  'twill  uko  two 
pale-faces  to  (ill  her  seat." 

**  And  (lu  yott  liring  such  a  message  to  ««  /* 
eidatmcd  Ju<liih,  though  the  tone  in  which  tht 
words  were  uttered  had  more  in  it  of  aoinnr 


S  nU    DKEML*r«». 

Aammlmfm.    "  Am  1 «  gbi  to  be  at  UWi 


ttet  I  don't  tkU  joA 
•ojr  man's  «Un,  nd-daa 
T««'f«  DOC  to  ihtiik  hud,  boncfo,  d 
«s  Dwu  1  m^ii 
m  wmdb  it  vas  (ma  !■  ift 
on  wtddt  1  got  Bf  li^ 
9  a  bafgsin,  thoogh  kil 
I've  told  you  wlnt  1%** 
IN*  Mt  yet  told  joa  whtt  1  thU  pa 


I,    DMnkfcr. 
n  vpoo  tfcac 
ri^t  wdl  to 

of   the  reply. 


•I 
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1^  ovn  oiind  n  prattf 
p/te  of  ay  a 

waooo  as 

Hony,  oo   all  the  <fiftmt 
e  it  it  Dkon 

■OMnkfcr,  lafl  dma  kib|w  tboj  daa\  : 
BvTT  Uarck !  He  is  hsaaa ;  aad  faartag  m ' 
liam,  h»  haa  abo  a  vfaitB  oatar*,  vUdi  aatv* 
ft\  kc  hiaa  doMt  famalM  of  lus  own  nm  mi 
I  in  tbor  gnatnk  aaad.    So  aet  omi 

wtQ  Rfiae  toeoma  mto  yoar  Omtft 
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tiuQgh  Tou  ahould  smoke  a  hogshead  of  tobacco 
0?er  it.'  " 

March  was  a  little  embairassed  at  this  rebuke, 

.vhich  was  uttered  with  sufficient  warmth  of  man- 

and  with  a  point  ttiat  lefl  no  doubt  of  the 

ing.     Uad  Judith  encouraged  him,  he  would 

have   hesitated  about  remaining   to    deiiend 

and  her  sixter,  but  under  the  circumstance!)  a 

ling  of  resentment  rather  urged  him  to  ithaii- 

them.     At  all  eronts,  there  was  not  a  suf- 

leiency  of  chivalry  in  Hurry  Harry,  to  induce 

'liim  to  hasard  the  safety  of  his  own  person,  unless 

could  sec  a  direct  connection  between  the  pro- 

ible  coasequences  and  his  own  interests.     It  is 

wonder,  therefore,  that   hia  answer  partook 

lOaUv  of  his  intention,  and  of  Uie  rcJiancc  he  so 

iKMstingly  ])laeod  on  his  gigantic  strength,  which 

if  it  did  not  always  make  him  courageous,  usually 

him  impudent  as  respects  those  with  wliom 

lie  conversed. 

"Fair  wonls  make  long  Iriendshipa,  Master 
Deerslaycr,"  he  said,  a  little  menacingly.  "  You're 
Init  a  stripling,  and,  you  know  by  experience, 
what  you  are  in  the  hands  of  a  man.  As  you're 
not  me,  but  only  a  gu-bctwcen,  sent  by  the  sa- 
ngcs  to  us  Christians,  you  may  tell  your  empl'yeni 
that  they  do  know  Harry  March,  which  is  a  proof 
of  their  sense  as  well  as  his.  He's  human  enough 
foUuw  human  natur',  and  that  tells  liim  to  sea 
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MMK  expeet  u  Ui^ 

JlMfilk  MkM 
e*>  wIciiMa  to  my  OMfMiT 
,^  BcttTsidi  bert  botibadbt 
I  t/tan  UMMal 
w  Degtmang  to  Mnt 
Ae  brwh  Md  knn  farib 

her  miod,  andakdan 
Mncb,* 
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r^^  mrM,  that."  iMwaed  Div 
brtWolbw'cmBth.  -Hair 
te  JMiilf,  and  do  tlMtvIM 
■»  aait  Us  own  fiutejr.  1W 
to  talc  will  gnc  him  mi  mtf 
fn«  Un  an  «Mf  bomo— 
ritfa  llui — «W  MF 
yosr  datj-,  MO,  a4 
I  iW  MBgosmd  take  a  Hnroa  hatfaH^i 
Mt  &r  tbo  Ion  of  the  Bun  yonVvM 
t  Mr  um  Ion  01  jour  own  acoqi  ?^ 
yM  tdk  m  to  Htst}"  dwp— d«d  tW 
'  Toa  t%ik  a  icd-akin  (ol 
'a  lidjr,  to  bagfa  and  joke  wM 
thacmae." 
I  tUak,  Un^  b  aattbtr  bcra  DOT  I 
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tliia  mAtt«r.    I  mutt  cnny  liarlc  vour  inswer, 
in  order  to  do  »o,  it  is  necessary   that  you 
hoald  send  it.    A  &ithful  oiessenger  gires  his 
■"(I'd,  word  for  word." 

Hist  no  longer  lieaitited  to  apeak  her  miod 
fully.  In  the  excitement,  she  rose  from  her 
Dch  and  natur&lly  recurnDg  to  that  langugc  in 
rhich  she  expressed  hcnielf  t}ic  most  re&dily,  she 
livcrcd  her  thoughts  snd  intentions,  bcautiiully 
with  dignity,  in  the  tongue  of  her  own 
Je. 
'  Tell  the  Horons,  neerslnycr,"  she  said, "  that 
ley  are  as  ignorant  as  moles ;  they  don't  know 
wolf  from  the  dog.  Among  my  people,  tite 
:  dies  on  the  stem  where  it  budded  ;  the  tears 
'  die  child  fall  on  the  graves  of  its  parents ;  the 
grows  where  the  seed  has  been  planted.  The 
clawaro  girls  are  not  messengers  to  he  sent,  like 
Its  of  wampum,  from  tribe  to  tril>e.  They  are 
'^boneysucUcs,  that  are  sweetest  in  their  own 
woods ;  their  own  young  men  carry  them  away  in 
tb^  boaoms  because  they  are  fragrant  -,  they  are 
■wcetest  when  plucked  firom  their  native  stems, 
E^en  the  robin  and  the  marten  come  hack,  year 
after  year,  to  their  old  nests;  shall  a  woman  be 
lea*  true-hearted  than  a  bird  ?  Set  the  pine  in 
the  cUy,  and  it  will  turn  yellow ;  the  willow  will 
oot  flourish  on  the  hill;  the  tamarack  is  hcolthieNt 
in  the  swamp ;  the  tribes  of  the  sea  love  best  to 


SBC  >■  S^BEE    Knc  i^   taC    gins   01   CMMnii  IM 

lagg  a  3U  m^K  Br  Wah.  but  m  the  taB|B 
BE  ~ni  jMBics  t3  aum  duUbood.  Wen  th 
HiPiit  Bars,  a  ae  people  that  aaoe  louned  Aa 
•BiDB  iciac  «ic  akcB  wanUbe  in  two,  odoi 
IB  ▼"=-;  :r  ^ae  a2ii>  of  Caeas.  "nw  yoai^  pne 
▼ii  rae  i;  re  **  i::!^  &s  «it  of  its  jatbera.  Vfik- 
-3,  -~M  Id,  ins  :^:c  ri=:  ooe  heart,  and  it  cao  Ion 
no:  :in;  x*:iiaii.~ 

^Ks^iuiT^r  iBSicieii  to  this  diaractenstic  mo- 
^e^.  ■■-'  •-■^  -na  itven  witb  an  eamestneu  suited 
i:  r2>!  ■w"— ir^  6*:^  vliich  it  sprang  with  aodis- 
mse-i  iiiii :  =i«dng  the  ardent  eloquence  rf 
ne  r^.  u  «^  cotieladed.  with  one  of  hii  om 
i>sir:-5f^  kI^sl.^.  aad  pecohar  fits  of  laaghter. 

-  Tziti'i  w^z-r^  all  the  wampum  in  the  woods !' 
;<  iirlit^iec.  -  Ton  don't  understand  it,  1  wp- 
Tinse.  J-z^.'-  :  b:it  if  yoo'll  look  into  your  feelin*!. 
i::ii  3=.-.-T  t''«;  as  inimy  had  sent  to  tell  you  u 
r-"^  =r  tie  inan  of  your  choice,  and  to  take  np 
witz,  ».-x:wef  that  wasn't  the  man  of  your  choice, 
f-c'l  pet  the  substance  of  it,  I'll  warrant !  Gi« 
ae  a  wQinan  tor  la'al  eloquence,  if  they'll  only  make 
vq)  tc-ai  minds  to  speak  what  they  feel.  By  spesk- 
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I  don't  meAn  cbfttteria',  tiowMrer,  for  moftt 
ftheni  nill  do  thai  by  tlie  hour;  )>ut  comiii'  out 
jtb  their  honest,  deepest  feelin's,  in  proper  words. 
nd  now,  Judith,  having  got  tlic  answer  of  a  red- 
in  girl,    it  is  fit  I  should  get  that  of  a  pole-face, 
indeed,    a  countenance  that  is  as  blooming  as 
jrour'n  can  in  any  wise  so  be  tarnied.     You  nre 
JI  named  tlte  Wild   Kosc,  and  so  far  as  coloor 
Hetty  ought  to  be  called  the  Honcysacklc." 
Did  this  language  come  from  one  of  the  gar- 
rison gallants,  I  should  deride  it,  DecraUyer ;  hut 
>roing  from  yftw,  I  know  it  can  he  depended  on," 
BtomMl  Juditti,  deeply  gratified  by  his  untnedi- 
and  characteristic  oompUments.     "  It  is  too 
howerer,  to  ask  my  answer ;    ttie  Great 
'Serpent  has  not  yet  spoken.'' 

Tlw  Serpent !  Lord ;  1  could  carry  back  hi.t 
witliotit  hearing  a  word  of  it!  I  didn't 
[think  of  putting  tlie  question  to  him  at  all,  I  will 
[allow :  though  't  would  be  hardly  ri^ht  cither, 
[■ecing  that  truth  is  Inith,  and  I'm  bound  to  tell 
these  Miiigos  the  fiict,  and  nothini;  else.  So, 
Cliinga<;hgook,  let  us  hear  tfour  mind  on  this 
iDatt«T — are  you  inclined  to  strike  across  tlic  bills 
towards  your  rillnge,  to  gire  up  Hist  to  a  Huron, 
■nd  to  tell  the  chiefs  at  home,  that  if  they're 
actyre  and  successful,  they  may  possibly  get  on 
the  end  of  the  Iroquois  trail  some  two  or  three 

ti  after  the  tnioiy  has  got  o^  of  it  i" 
IL.  III.  S 


74 


THE    DBRRSLAYSK. 


LJke  his  betrothed,  the  yoiu^  chief  ucnc,  ikt 
hi*  answer  might  be  giTen  with  doe  &MdmM» 
and  dignity.  Hist  had  spoken  with  htt  h«fc 
crossed  upon  her  bosom,  aa  if  to  lopprai  d« 
emotions  within ;  bat  the  warrior  iiirtdicd  u 
arm  before  him,  with  a  calm  energy  tfailiiMii 
^ritig  cmphiuiit  to  his  exprc&sioru. 

"  Wampum  should  be  sent  for  wasipiMn,''hl 
said ;  "  a  message  must  be  answered  br  a  oiaagfc 
Hear  what  the  Great  Serjicnt  of  ihe  Oela«m 
has  to  say  to  the  prcl<;niic<l  wolves  frum  the  p* 
lakes,  that  are  howling  through  our  woods.  TUj 
arc  no  wolves ;   they  are  dogs  that  hn»e  d»«i<«  » 
get  their  tails  and  cars  cropped  by  Uio  hanis  d 
the  DcUwarcs.     Tht-y  aro  good  at  stealing  j*bh  . 
women ;   bed   at   keeping   tbem.     Chingsckpi^j 
takes  his  own  where  he  finds  it — he  asks  k*m 
no  cur  firom  the  Caiiadas.     If  he    lias  a 
feeling  in  hin  heart,    it  is  do  bu^acaa  at 
Hurons.     He  tells  it  to  her  who  moat  Gko 
know  it ;    he  will  not  bellow  it  in  the  foml> 
the  ears  of  those  tiiat  only  onderatand  ytfis 
terror.     What  paases  in  his  lodge  U  Dotftrl 
cluefs  of  lus  own  people  to  kiKtw  i  atill  tcM  I 
Mingo  rogues — " 

"  Call  'em  vagabonds,   Sarpent,^    iol 
DcersLayer,   unable  to  restrain  his  delight — " 
just  call  'em  up-and-down  vagabonds,  which  b  i 
word  coiiily  intarpreted,  attd  the  most  halctol ' 
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their  ean,  it^»  to  true.    Never  (t*t  me ;  I'll 

I'eni  yourmeuage,  lyUable  for  syllable,  sneer 

•  uieer,  idee  for  idee,  scorn  for  icorn — and  ihcy 

irve  no  better  ftt  your  hands. — Oa\f  call 'em 

abotids,   once  or  twice,  and  that  will  set  the 

mounting  in  'cm,  from  tbeir  lowest  ruots  to 

uppermost  branches  !" 

"Still  less  for  Mingo  vagabonds!**    resumed 

ngacbgook,  quite  willingly  complying  witli  bil 

ad's  request. — *'  Tell  the  Huron  dogs  to  howl 

ler,  if  they  wish  s  Delaware  to  lind  them  tit 

le  woods,  where  they  bumiw  like  foxes,  instead 

fbutitinf;  like  warriurs.     When  tliey  tiada  Dela- 

maiden  in  tbcir  camp,  tliere  was  a  reason  for 

lanting  them  upj    now  ihey  will  be  forgotten, 

ess  they  make  a  noise.     Chingachgook  dun't 

the  trouble  of  going  to  his  villages  for  more 

'  jrs ;    be  can   strike    their  run^away    trail : 

Bless  they  hide  it  under  ground,    he  will  fuUour 

:to  Canada,  alunc.     He  will  keep  Wah-ta.'-Wah 

him  to  cook  his  game  ;    tliey  two  will  be 

[Delawares  enough  to  scare  all  the  Hurons  back 

Ito  tbcir  own  country.'' 

'  That's  a  gnnd  despatch,  as  the  officers  call 
them  tilings  1"  cried  IX-crslaycr ;  "  't  will  set  all 
tbe  Huron  blood  in  motion;  moct  particularly 
tint  part  where  he  tells  'em  Mist,  too,  will 
keep  on  (heir  heels,  till  they're  fairly  dnven  out 
of  tbe  country.     Ah's !   mc ;    big  words  ar'n't 

B  2 


:«  n«    DSBMl 

KBds&at  «c  heiUeto  be  anh-aneUfMgBal 
as  «c  pnaaae  to  be!     And  now,  Jii£^  'A 
ncr  tara  to   ipeik,    Jbr  them   buktcbdIs  v2 
expect  an  umv  nom  adi  pCTaoo,  poor  Bcttf, 
perBapSb  cxccpce^ 

'-  And  «^T  cot  BettT,  Deenbrer :  Sw  (da 
speaks  Bo^porpoK;  the  Indians  msTietpotkr 
wrcs.    £:r  they  tnl  for  praple  in  her  eauSom^ 

*  Tbai  is  trac,  Jiufitfa,  and  qiuf^-dH»gfattd  ti 
TTT'^  T^  retf-ddas  ^  respect  mi^irtcnes  of  d 
xizi£j.  A^c  H«try's  in  panicubr.  So,  Hetn,  if 
y;-  biTiff  ITT  ihiii£  to  say.  111  cany  it  to  the 
H=rvc9  as  nithfiiLT  as  it"  it  was  spoken  byk 
sc-^cct:T-At5gr.  or  a  icisKJuaiy." 

The  ^I  cesiated  a  moxent,  and  then  sbe  in- 
jwerec  in  her  o»a  gee:!?,  soft  tones,  as  euiwstiy 
IS  arr  viLi  Lii  preceded  ber. 

~  The  Hzirur.s  can't  understand  tbe  ditTereiice 
between  wHte  people  and  themselves,"  she  said, 
**  or  th«T  wctildn't  ask  Judith  and  o^e  to  pt  anJ 
Ure  ia  th«ir  TiZase^  God  has  given  one  eouctfr 
to  the  red  icen.  3:id  another  to  us.  He  meant  os 
to  live  aput.  Tnen  mother  always  said  thu  tc 
should  i;evvr  dwetl  with  any  but  Christians,  it 
p<.-ssible,  u-.J  Ihat  is  a  reason  why  we  can'c  ^ 
Tfcis  lake  i»  ours,  and  we  won't  leave  it.  Faihet 
and  mother's  ^ves  are  in  it.  and  even  tfie  worst 
Indians  love   to  stay  near  the   graves  of  their 
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iithers.  I  will  come  uid  see  them  again,  if  tixey 
\ynh  lae  to,  und  read  more  out  of  the  Bible 
theiD;  but  1  can't  quit  fattier*B  and  mother's 
t»e»." 
""  That  will  do— tlial  will  do,  Hetty,  just  u 
Iwell  as  if  you  s«iit  t}iem  a  message  twice  as  long," 
I  ioteiTupted  the  hunter.  "  I'll  tell  'em  all  you've 
Skid,  and  all  you  mean,  and  I'll  answer  for  it  that 
^tbey^l  be  easily  satisfied.  Now,  Judith,  your 
^Btnm  comes  next,  and  then  this  jkait  of  my  ar'n'd 
^KWill  be  tarminated  for  the  nighL" 

Juditli    matiifi'sted   a  reluctance   to  give    her 
.  reply,  that  bad  awakened  a  little  curiosity  in  the 
fnessenger.     Judging   front  her  known  spirit  be 
,  nerer  supposed  the  girl  would  be  less  true  to 
lier  feelings  and  principles  than  Hist  or  Hetty; 
and  yet  tbcre  was  a  risible  wavering  of  purpose 
■  that   rendered   him   shghtly  uneasy.     Even  now 
f  when  directly   required  to  speak,  she  Bcemed  to 
'  hesitate ;   nor  did   she  open  her  lips    until   the 
profound  silence  told  her  how  anxiously  her  words 
were  expected.     Then,  indeed,  she  spoke,  but  it 
was  doubtingly  and  with  reluctance. 

"  TcU  mc,  first— tcU  «*,  first,  Deerslayer,"  she 
commenced,  repeating  the  words  merely  to  cliangc 
the  emphasis — "  what  elfect  will  our  answers  have 
on  your  fate?  If  you  are  to  be  the  ^^acritice  of 
our  spirit,  it  would  liave  been  better  had  wc  all 
en  more  wary  as  to  the  language  we  use.  Ulii^ 


aimdf 


TKK    DeeiULATKB. 


7!» 


Tbe  hour  of  nine  soon  ftrrived,  hovercr,  and 
then  it  had  Iwen  determined  that  Horry  ihoiald 
■eommence  his  jotimef.     Instead  of  malrag  hit 
•dieus  frnnktjr,  and  io  a  geoerom  •pint,  tfae  Sttle 
he  tbou|;ht  it  neceuarj  to  t»j  was  ottered  tal- 
flknly  and  in  coldness.     Resentment  at  what  be 
considered  Judith's  ohstinacy,  vaa  blended  «rith 
mortification  at  the  career  he  had  run  since raaefa- 
tog  the  Lake;  and,  as  is  usual  with  the  vn^ar  and 
HBsrrov-minded,  he  was  more  disposed  to  reproftch 
^bthers  with  hia  failures,  than  to  censure  himself. 
rJtuIith  gave  hiiu   her  hand,  but  it  was  quite  as 
mnch  in  gladnetis  as  with  regret,  white  the  two 
KUda wares  were  not  sorry  to  find  he  was  leaving 
Bthem.     Of  the  whulc  party,  Hetty  alone  betrayed 
^^ny  real  feeling.     Bashfulness  and  the  timidity  of 
her  sex  and  character,  kept  even  her  aloof,  bo  that 
Horry  entered  the  canoe,  where  Deerslayer  was 
alteadj  waiting  for  him,  before  she  ventured  near 
enough  to  be  observed.    Then,  indeed,  the  girl 
came  into  the  ark,  and  approached  its  end  juit  as 
the  little  bark  was  turning  from  it,  with  a  more- 
ment  so  light  luid  steady  as  to  be  almost  imper- 
ceptible.    .\n  iin|>ulse  of  feeling   now   overcame 
her  timidity,  and  Hetty  spoke. 
■     **  Good   bye.  Hurry" — she  called  out   in   her 
»weet  voice—"  good  bye,  dear  Hurry.    Take  care 
of  yourself  in  the  woods,  and  don't  stop  once  'till 
you  reach  the  garrison.     The  leaves  on  the  trees 


HVOBB  toad  9t 

a.  .zaii:^  M  =■—  -rear  bb,~ 
'^e-  j.;iLiie."j.T  voics  ^^'»^  Bad  obtomeJMV 

ucfict  Oi* 

- .  Tc  3-3:.  «•  H  IIIT3K  n  ier  own.  HcCty'i 
:--z:-.7  '  -=r—  r  sii-ii  i  tktc  ;»=.  be  ippled  to 
.■:    — ..   -Bttj^m  --^^  Tc^   m:ie£  kini  spiril  how 

J     -    jr~  r-L   T-riji   liTT*   rr^rlTed  xt  H'iny'i 

:^_^a;7t^.    -  ^  — •  usLiii  ?t  ciK  ZJtd   there  been 

-.''.r-^ju-ii  ~   iiii^.rs^  iur:   r=:  while  he  C(»- 

—  -    .;r'<-.:.   :,s   reret^-ram  :(  form  and  t'uiuie 

.!_    :^-:   =rr  "l-   Tr:e:i.is  =«■>  i=,duence  oa  he 

-jr  --r    :- AT"-'"'  ''    »::'i  Z4;:iralir  under  feeling 

—  .  _r  -i^re^::^  '~  tie  iTot  of  Lis  opinions  and 

■  irsr-r-i^.      It  »  ■Tie   *.!<  :\v.;ai   him  rough  aad 

— ...-  -'ir  iis"  •^"'■^  'TIS  *'''»''  u)d  most  of  the 
.:.-r  ::^  :  silt;  zuc  «e:L  ;  ir.d  that  which  she  be- 

;.■:■:  -.    "r-i-i::!  ":   *i-  :f  ihe  sex.  struck  her  leu 

,.;.-  -■  _rv;i-  r.  H  i-"^"*  chaiarter.  than  it  might 
c:.TT^j«;  :*^  h:zi.     Sral.  it  was  not  absolutely 

^■rw  ^a;  Hktt  at!  :or  Harry,  nor  do  we  wish  u 
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;u  at  nan  ii  tii-,  e^.ii^:T----Ms  Tr_-r.  jiu. 
si  iter  11  u^KTT  Aurr:  T.-rs-^^^r^  -  ;■,-  jt- 
r:  i:c  uiuuu;    ••iniil:'      Zis:r    ^— -i—      ^.i 

of    tilt    "— "IITIIgTHU-* 

Biii:  >  r^ix^'vi  M  irtic.  .t-ni'ja::'*  a;  i-t  utrja;- 
tart  tmc  ^ut   esio;  Tiiu*  o    ^er*   ^-   siir   r::ii: 

dw   «ci">*-    uiiL   vni    mf.  sTv-si   iT  111;   iiiiw-nu 
bryiipn  E   uh'jl  ii  ;ik  bicii  u:  tui  ari.     Tiir; 

witti  Uft  Oiipumr?  u:  nu;  nen..  ibil  e::iK;?n:L.  uiiL 
die  -zt'jw  bininE  timitb^  uuji.  a:   iiit    uui:::iH;ctt;L 

*•  Toc'ii  B  ETJUL  Eu- Herry.  stil  I  !»i.  t  Dim 
joa  viuiu^  toibkiiif  ii&ua^'  euil  MarcL.  kiiidiT. 
**  Ja^niL.  ifLeT  all-  iBu':  vlitci.  u  mucL  ii»  tol. 
ftoBjli  1^  HUT  Itt-  «  tn&  -KiELeT-iLKikiiic.  At  u 
wit*,  it  hosieiTT  and  £Bir-6ealiiig  wim  n  tuuuc  mui 

1  "s 


I  a^s.  JttT?r"T :  n«.  and  for  that  vaMa,  boM 

~  I>iii;^  KT  tz:Tdai^  a^sinst  Jodidi,  Hiirf  * 
■>■?"-"«»'  3«Grr.  tKploffin^T.  *^  Patber*!  goa^ 
BFic  joaatri  eob^  and  nobody's  left  bat  Jn^ 
wit  vc  mcd  X  ^H  rizfat  far  sisteiB  to  ^ifik  ni^ 
sr  -a  -ooK  er£.  a  taA  other.  Fathei't  in  Ae 
'rnks^  mai  K'  s  mdMr,  and  wt  sbonld  aO  far 
'^:iL  ±r  •WW  6x.h  know  vben  m  may  be  in  tk 

~  I'laz  siiz^zs  rasOTiMe,  child,  as  does  mnt 
-.:n.  ar.  Wtl  if  Tt  erer  meet  ag'in,  Hetty, 
-:■:'£  x;i  a  rfr^d  ia  ne.  let  your  sister  do  iriit 
s:i:  zi^.  1  -ru  =0  zreat  fr  ind  of  your  motha, 
'.^  iZi-.T,  riTwie  ain't  think  alike  onmostp'ints; 
"w=  ziar.  ryzz  ati-er.  Old  Tom  and  I,  fitted  cadi 
:cux  a  rrr-£:ub>  as  a  bocksldn  garment  mil 
■in  izj  TTssrcLibl^bmh   man.     I*Te   always  been 

1-.^ .-v*  ^  L-pision  that    old    Floating  Trai 

HitTar.i;  :hebonoai,iras  a  good  fellow,  and  wiD 
— jj^"^'"  :=:u  arm  all  inimies  for  his  sake,  as  vdl 

-  G-:oi  bye.  Hurry,"  said  Hetty,  who  no* 
wizTfd  to  hA5teQ  the  young  man  off,  as  ardently 
IS  «.be  i^ad  wished  to  keep  him  only  the  moment 
'xc-^n;.  :ii*T:zh  she  could  give  no  clearer  account 
0*  th*  lan«r  than  of  the  former  feeling ;  "  good 
bre.  Huiry,  take  care  of  yourself  in  the  woods; 
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n't  holt  till  you  rencli  the  garrison.     I'll  read  a 
in  the  Bible  for  you  before  I  go  to  bed, 
fiind  think  of  you  in  tiiy  prayers." 

This  was  touching  a  point  on  which  March  had 
I  no  sympathiea,  and  without  more  words  he  iliook 
[the  girl  cordially  by  the  hand,  and  re-entered  the 
.  In  another  minute  the  two  adrentureni 
a  hundred  feet  from  the  ark,  and  half  a 
bad  not  elapsed  before  they  were  completely 
:  to  view.  Hetty  sighed  deeply,  luid  rejoined 
fher  sister  and  Hist. 

For  some  time,  Deemlaycr  and  !iis  companion 
ahead  in  silence.  It  had  been  deter- 
mined to  land  ilurry  at  the  precise  point  where 
be  is  rcprvsentedf  in  the  commencement  of  our 
Mie.  as  having  embarked ;  not  only  as  a  place 
little  likely  tu  Ixi  watched  by  the  HuronN,  but 
because  he  wm  .sufficiently  fnmiliur  with  the  signK 
of  the  woods,  at  that  spot,  to  thread  his  way 
through  them  in  the  dork.  Thitlier,  then,  the 
Ijight  craft  proceeded,  being  ui^d  as  diligently 
i  and  as  swiftly,  ns  two  vigorous  and  skilful  canoe 
men  could  force  tlieir  little  vcMiel  through,  or 
rather  over,  the  water.  Less  than  a  quarter  of 
I  wi  hour  suffioed  for  the  object ;  and,  at  the  end 
of  tliut  time,  being  within  the  shadows  of  the 
shore,  and  quite  near  the  point  they  sought, 
ead)  ceased  his  efforts  in  order  to  make  their 
parting  communications  out   of  ear-shot   of  any 


xrs^uz' nc   ai^at  boppoi  to  be  in  Ac 

*  Tin.  -t£I  Sj  vcU  to  persuade  Hit  a&an  it 
^la  ■!ii-  lit  Tj  'jtad  od  a  party  ^^  tbew  ti^ 
ittma  a  taoL  as  too  ^  in,  Hany,"  Uta- 
s>7^  smmueDced ;  '  and  touH  do  beUer  if 
-iiL  -riinzuaer  to  {aide  it  np  yomdt  Tot 
SHOW  ZSK  ^''^~*-i  aikd  the  aliape  ot  the  lake,  wd 
— e  jacjr'  a:  sse  bad,  and  eu  do  it  better  d»n 
k  ■^■mm.-n-  paetaiiiii^  acoat.  Sttike  at  Ae 
~.^:iL  :a:=~  frr^.  u^d  follow  tfae  mgns  dnt 
vll  ±if!i  ibLiT  ih«:nse!Tes.  A  fev  looks  it 
iiii  2:::  iiL'i  th'c  iTiL  «iU  satisfy  you  as  to  die 
toit;:  :c  ■±£  Deiavate  and  the  vomen ;  and,  it 
u'.T  71^.  zhjin^  be  a  nne  opportooity  to  M 
.11  :^<:  K^jj  aiii.  and  to  make  a  maA  en 
r^a  =:e:=>:n»  oc  t£e  blackguards  that  tbejH 
":«  i.TC  r:  carry  »i:ri  'em  a  long  time.  It  won't 
':<e  ^iij  £>  zsake  marh  difference  vitli  me, 
t^>x  :ius  Salter  wiil  be  detarmined  a£on  to- 
zz':e~:  w'i  Kia  has  set ;  but  it  may  make  a  gnat 
:i:i.-^  =  J;:diui  and  Hetty's  hopes  and  proi- 
twccs  ~ 

~  .Krc  as  for  yourself,  Nathaniel,*'  Hnny 
i->;^::::wi.  with  more  interest  than  he  vai  ae- 
;'-?:j=-<^  to  betray  in  the  wel&re  ofothei»— 
~  x-vi  xs  tor  yourseb',  what  do  you  think  is  likelr 
:o  i::m  up  :" 

**  Tbe    Lord,   in  his   wisdom,  only    can  tell, 
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March !     Th«  clouds    look   b*adc  and 

JwaU-tiitig,  anil    I  keep   mr  mind  in  a   stetc   to 

the    wont.     Vengeful  feelin's   are   upper- 

i>i    the   hearts   of    the   Mingo«,  and   anjr 

little  (iMupp'intiiieiit  about  (be  plunder,   or  the 

pruoners,    or     Iliiit,    roaj    make   the   torments 

iHViain.     The    Lord,    in   his   wisdom,  can  only 

line  my  fute,  or  your'n  !" 

'Tbiii  is  a  black  buiiiness,  and  ought   to   be 

a  stop  to  in  some  way  or  other,"  ansirered 

f,  confounding  the  distinctions  between  right 

Land  wronic,  as  is   usual  with  Ncltish  and  nilgar 

ttnen.     "  1  heartilv  wish  old  Iluttcr  and   1  had 

[•calped  every  creatur*   in   their  camp,   the  night 

iwe  first  landed  with  that  capital  object  I     Had 

you  not  held  back,  Dwrslayor,  it  might  have  been 

done;  then  you   wouldn't  have   found   yourself, 

^Bt  the  lost  moment,  in  the  desperate  condition 

yoB  mention." 

"  Twould  liave  been  better  had  you  said,  you 
wished  you  had  never  attempted  to  do  what  it 
becnraes  any  white  man's  gifts  to  undertake; 
,  which  case,  nut  only  might  we  have  kept  from 
ling  to  blows,  but  Thomas  Hulter  would  now 
have  been  living,  and  the  hearts  of  the  sai-ages 
would  be  len  given  to  vengeance.  Tlie  death 
of  that  young  woman,  ton,  was  onculled  for, 
Henry  March,  and  leaver  a  heavy  load  on  our 
n«mcs,  if  not  on  our  consciences  !" 


little 


r^3     -3I3*:.^T£X. 

f  3ac:^r  =s  iBiiEf  am  :ae  wiser,  ud  (n^k 
-=  =^  t:^  SKitK  ^warT3  cse  dloR,  n  if  bofc 
iiL~  ^  -i''"n'f  rTXT*  g'joi  his  own  bnt) 
TSI.27CL     3:^  rjmgrpitt  ^^'^aoarcd  this  &inA 

-ij^r^  T  -:3:  ^.^c  rrasec  I^zi^th-  oo  the  dta^ 
r    =<£   '«&=!.     f:   aniL.   ^t-xtida  his  ptek  ad 

£::;r~-  r:^  ct  r-ff.iiT^  asii  with  a  growling  ufin, 
•r  r:i;  ar-arr  .--insaeEMed  hi*  nufcb,  wboi  • 
■^:--^:  Tifrz:;*  x  ii£i=^  brcozfat  him  to  » deid 
^JT.  sc  sunetzaratT  liter  to  the  other'i  side. 

-  T  /-  aam.T  100:1  zs  girv  Toanelf  np  sg^ 
i  -:--2  Trar-a-mr  sa.T»ie*,  DeenUyer"  ht 
^  ; ;.-;  k  T::i:i  i-  ih^tt"  remonsmnre  « 
t-r     ^-:t— .-IS   riiL:-:^      -  Twould    hi  the  ttt 

-  .   —  ■■ — '-  :c  1  rM^. 

■  "":=:-;  i  -:a=i.  r:^*:  :i'.:r.ka  it  madness  to  keep 
■n   r  T-  -^-.   i:;.:  ±^re"*  "he3i  that  don't,  Hnrrv 

-  .  —  T  .11  — ^7  "^e  ;-e  of  the  lirst,  but  I'ln 
-/=  A  -^t  J3-:.  >'?  reii-skin  breathing  shill 
•j-^  -  r.  :^  T>:w^r  r-  »t.  that  a  Mingo  miixii 
:.>  T-;(-:  ii..-r:  :r.i:;  1  man  of  white  blood  inJ 
»  ■..-■x;  r-^  ;  IZ.J  ^^  tliat  consarns  me.  I'm 
..;■  .11  I  r^j.-^iii.  ani  ii"  I'tc  strength  anJ 
~-is.-.-.   r*_  rr  1-  en  a  nirtough   afore  noon  lo- 
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nt's  an  Indinn,  or  a  word  poMfld,  or  » 
^riuugli  taken  from  crcatuHs  like  tbcis,  that 
Mn  neither  souls,  nor  nnmea  r" 
"  ir  they've  got  neither  sods  nor  naiuec. 
jijoauicl  1  hnrc  both,  Harry  Mnrcli,  and  one  is 
laeeoontablc  for  tlie  other.  This  furiough  it  not, 
yoQ  Mem  to  think,  a  matter  altogether  atween 
me  and  the  Mingos,  leeing  it  iti  s  solemn  bai^ain 
madeatween  me  and  tiod.  He  who  thinks  that  be 
can  tay  wliat  he  pleases  in  his  distress,  and  that 
all  pass  for  nothing,  bccaaac  'tia  uttered  in 
[the  forest,  and  into  red  men's  ears,  knows  little  of 
^liis  situation,  and  hopes,  and  wants.  The  words 
B  said  to  the  ears  of  the  Almiglity.  The  ur 
his  breath,  and  the  light  of  the  son  is  little 
'more  than  a  glance  of  bis  eye,  Fareircll,  Marry  i 
I  wo  may  not  meet  ag'in }  but  I  would  wish  yon 
tevcr  to  treat  a  furlough,  or  any  other  solemn 
thing,  tlial  your  Christian  God  has  been  called 
on  to  witness,  as  a  duty  so  light  that  it  may 
be  forgotten  according  to  the  wants  of  the 
body,  or  even  according  to  the  cravings  of  the 

Itpirit.*' 
March  was  now  glad  again  to  escape  It 
vrai  quite  impossible  that  be  could  enter  into 
the  sentiments  that  ennobled  hi:t  companion, 
and  be  broke  away  from  both  with  an  impatience 
tltat  caused  him  secretly  to  curse  the  lolly  that 
ooold  induce  a  man  to  nub,  as  it  wcru,  on  his 
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own  destruction.  Detnlayer,  on  the  cantniji  - 
manifested  no  such  excitement.  SwtiiMA  bf 
bb  principles,  inflexible  in  the  purpose  of  *itn| 
up  to  them,  and  superior  to  any  oniautf  i^ 
prehension,  he  regarded  all  before  bin  » * 
matter  of  course,  and  no  more  thought  of  m^ 
my  unworthy  attempt  to  av(Md  it,  than  i  U*- 
tulman  thinks  of  counteracting  the  decnti  rf 
Providence.  He  stood  calmly  on  the  iM> 
listening  to  the  reckless  tread  with  which  Bisn 
betrayed  his  progress  through  the  bushes,  M 
hi&  head  in  disaatiKfaction  at  the  want  of  culiA 
and  then  Klepped  quii^ly  into  hut  canoe.  Bt- 
fore  he  dropped  tlie  paddle  again  into  the  '">"■ 
the  young  man  gazed  about  him  at  lite  u* 
presented  by  the  star-lit  night.  Iliis  wnM 
spot  where  he  had  lirst  laid  hta  eyet  oa  tl 
bcautiAd  sheet  of  water  on  wbich  be  iaUA 
If  it  was  then  glorious  in  tlie  bright  Egbl  * 
summer's  noon-tide,  it  was  now  sad  sad  n(k^ 
choly  under  the  shadows  of  night.  The  ntf** 
tains  rose  around  it,  like  black  barriers  to  uri^ 
the  outer  world,  and  tlic  gleams  of  pale  li^ 
that  rested  on  the  broader  parts  of  the  li* 
were  no  bad  symbols  of  tJic  faintness  uf  * 
hopes  that  were  so  dimly  visible  in  hit  H" 
future.  Sighing  haivily,  he  ptisbed  ^  aMi 
from  the  land,  and  took  his  w»y  Udit  '"'' 
steady  diligence,  towards  tlie  oric  and  the  cu^- 
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**  Tbf  MCnt  plvnaun*  liirncil  to  oprn  thtmr  i 
H>]r  pmrnw  fpuling  lo  ■  paklic  faiti 
Tli^  aiDootblDg  lilln  lo  >  nggcil  nmuc  ) 
Tbjr  xigxr'd  lonpii'  to  bitter  worniwi>«d  tatts  i 
Tbjf  riolcDt  raoitici  «mn  never  Uii." 

■Ape  or  LVCRRCB. 

JoniTii  vna  waiting  tlic  return  of  Dccrslnycr 
in  tlic  platlorm,  ntth  Ktillvtl  impatience,  when 
latter  readied  tlic  hut.  Hist  and  Hetty 
ere  )x>tli  in  a  tleep  sleep  on  the  bed  usually 
Eupied  l>y  the  two  daughters  of  the  house, 
id  the  Delaware  was  stretclied  on  the  floor 
of  the  adjoining  room,  his  ritle  at  his  side,  and 
a  blai)kct  over  htm,  already  dreaming  of  the 
events  of  the  last  few  days.  There  was  a  lamp 
boming  in  the  ark  ;  for  the  family  was  accustomed 
to  indulge  in  this  luxury  on  cutraordinary  oc- 
casions, and  possessed  tlie  means,  the  vessel 
being  of  H  form  nn<l  material  to  render  it  pro* 
bable  it  liad  once  been  an  occupant  of  the 
behest. 

As   soon   OS   the   girl   got    a    glimpse  of  the 
leanoc,  she  oeased  her  hurried  walk  up  and  down 
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the  platform,  and  stood  ready  to  nam  di 
young  man,  whose  return  she  had  wn  ten 
anxiously  expecting  lor  some  time.  Sbc  bdplj 
hiiD  to  (asten  the  canoe,  and  by  uding  ia 
other  httle  similar  employments,  manifnlcd 
desire  to  reach  o  moment  of  liberty  u 
as  possible.  When  this  was  done,  in  u 
to  an  inquiry  of  his,  she  infonncd  htB  of 
manner  in  which  their  oompaniooa  had  dii 
of  ihcmselros.  He  listened  attentively, 
manner  of  the  girl  was  so  earnest  and  ii 
as  to  apprise  him  that  she  had  something 
mind  uf  more  than  common  concern. 

"  And  now,  Doerslayer,"  Jadtth  eont 
"  you  see  I  bare  li;;htvd  the  lamp,  and  put  it ! 
tlte  cabin  of  the  ark.  That  ia  nerer  done  «ilb  i 
unlets  im  great  occasions,  and  I  catt^Aa 
night  as  the  most  important  of  my  life.  WiU ; 
follow  me  and  kcc  what  I  hare  tu  abow  nkj 
bear  what  I  have  to  say  i'' 

The  hunter  was  a  little  surprised  ;  bat 
no  objections,  both  were  soon  in  the  aoow, 
the  room  that  contained  the  light.  Here 
stools  were  placed  at  the  side  of  the  cbcsi, 
the  lamp  on  another,  and  a  table  near  by 
receive  the  dilTercnt  articles  as  they  tug^ 
brought  to  view.  Tliis  arrangement  bad  tta 
in  the  feverish  impatience  of  the  girl,  whidi  < 
brook  no  delay  that  it  was  in  her  power  to « 
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^Wo  all  the  padlocks  were  removed,  and  St  only 
^^^■lined  (o  niiiie  the  licavy  lid,  and  to  expose  th« 
^^^Hnns  of  this  long-iecretcd  hoard. 
^  ''  I  *M,  in  part,  what  all  this  means,"  obserred 
^  I)eer*layer,  "  yes,  I  see  through  it,  in  part.  But 
why  i»  not  Hetty  present;  now  Tliomas  Hutter 
I  gone,  she  is  one  of  the  owners  of  these  our'on< 
s,  and  oujfht  to  see  them  opened  uul  handled." 
Hetty  sleeps,"  ansnrerect  Juditli,  hastily. 
Happily  for  her,  line  clothes  and  riches  liave  no 
IS.  Besides,  she  has  this  night  given  her 
hare  of  all  that  the  chest  toay  hold  to  me,  that 
may  do  with  it  as  I  pleaw." 
**  is  poor  Hetty  oomposs  enough  for  that, 
ladith  ?*'  denianiled  the  just-minded  younj;  man. 
It's  a  good  rule,  and  a  righteous  one,  nc\-cr  to 
alte  when  those  that  give  don't  know  the  valicof 
BIT  gifts ;  and  such  as  God  has  visited  heavily 
their  wits  ought  to  be  dealt  with  as  carefully 
Fas  children  that  liaven't  yet  come  to  their  under- 
Istandiiigs." 

Judith  was  hurt  at  this  rebuke  coming  firom 
the  person  it  did;  but  she  would  have  fdt  it  hr 
more  keenly,  had  not  her  conscience  fully  ac- 
quitted her  of  any  unjust  intendons  towards  her 
jeeble- minded,  but  confiding  sister.  It  was  not 
•  noment,  however,  to  betray  any  of  her  usual 
mountings  of  the  spirit,  and  she  smothered  the 
passing  sensation  in  the  desire  to  come  to  th« 
gnat  object  she  had  in  view. 
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"  Hetty   n-ill  not   be   wronged,"    ihe  aMi\ 
ansircrcd ;  **  she  even  knows  not  only  vbttl^ 
about  to  do,  DccrsUycr,  but  vAy  I  du  iL  &• 
tak«  four  seat,  raise  tlie  lid  of  the  diest,  and  Urn 
time  we  will  go  to  tlie  )>ottoni.     1  shall  bt  d» 
nppoiiitfid  if  something  is  not  foond  to  tcQ  a) 
more  of  Uie  libtory  of  Thoniu  Hatter  and  sf  { 
motlwr.'* 

"  Why  Thomas  Hutter.  Judith,  and  ootj 
fatJiiT  r  The  dead  ought  to  meet  with  aa  i 
reverence  an  the  living !" 

"  I  have  long  suspected  tliat  Tbomas  H  utter  < 
not  my  fnthcr,  though  1  did  think  he  might  1 
been    Hetty's ;  but  now   we    know   he   «i 
father  of  neither.     He  acknowledged  that 
in  his  dying  moments.     I  am  old  enough  In  i 
member  better  thinga  than  wc  hare  acen  on  i 
lake,  though  they  are  so  fwntly  inipreascd  OB 
memory,  that  the  earlier  part  of  my  lUa 
a  dream.'' 

"  Dreams  are  but  misereble  guides  wtieo 
has   to   detarmine  about  realities,  Judith." 
turned  the  other,  admonishingly.    "  Fancy 
thing,  and  hope  nothing  on  their  uooudC; 
V\e  known  chiefs  that  thought  'em  usc/oL" 
"  I  expect  nothing  for  tlie   future  from ' 
my  good   friend,  but  cannot  help  remeal 
what  hns  been.     This  in  idle,  Itowever, 
an  hour  of  examination  may  t«U  u»  aU,  Of  1 
more  tlian  I  want  to  know/* 
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'  i>eeral*yer,  who  coiuprchencl«d  the  ptl'a  tm- 

ty  now  took  his  «rat,  and  proceeded    once 

:  to  nuM  the  different  articles  tliat  the  chest 

DDluned,  from   their  places.     A*   a   matter  of 

all   that  had  been    previously  examined, 

found  where  tlicy  had  be«n  lut  depOMt«d ; 

and  thej  excited  mudi  less  interest,  or  comment, 

than   when   formerly   esi>o<ied    to   riew.      K»ea 

[ttililh  laid  aside  the  rich  brocade  with  an  air  of 

lifferencet  for  she  had  a  far  higher  aim  before 

than  tlie    indulgence    of   ranity,    and  was 

ipatient  to  come  at  the  still  hidden,  or  rather 

lown,  treasures. 

'  All  these  we  have  acen  before,''  she  said, 
and  will  not  stop  to  open.  The  bundle  under 
your  hand,  Deerslaycr,  is  a  fresh  one ;  that  we 
will  look  into.  God  send  it  may  contain  aonte- 
tbing  to  tcU  poor  Hetty  and  myself,  who  we 
really  arc !'" 

I"  Ay,  if  some  bundles  could  speak,  they  might 
lell  wonderful  secrets,"  returned  the  yonng  man, 
deliberately  undoing  the  folds  of  another  piece  of 
coarse  cnn\'asB,  in  order  to  come  at  (he  contents 
of  tlte  roll  that  by  on  his  km-rjt ;  "  though  this 
.  doesn't  seem  to  be  one  of  that  &mily,  seeing  't  is 
^■■ndthcr  more  nor  less  than  a  sort  of  flag ;  ttiough 
^■of  whitt  n:itiun,  it  passes  my  I'amin'  to  say  " 
^w  "  'n,ai  fliig  must  have  some  meaning  to  it," 
Judith   hurriedly  interpoved.     "  Open   it  wider, 
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**  Well,  I  pitjr  the  cnngn  Uittt  hu  to  slmUti 
this  doth,  and  to  pvmdc  it  about  in  IW  UL 
mqr  *c  is  hn^  caoogh,  Judith,  lo  nnkctddKi 
of  them  coloan  tbe  King's  ufficvn  tct  w  nw^ 
store  by.  Tho«c»n  be  no  ensign's  colaan,btta 
pnmPs!'* 

"  A  ship  might  envy  it,  DeersUyer ;  sad  tkyi 
I  know  do  use  suctt  thing*.  Hare  yo«  octv 
heard  sny  fiasrfiil  storim  about  Tbomu  UbUb'i 
hariag  OQoe  been  concerned  with  the  people  tkiy 
call  boecatteeis  t" 

"  Buck-u>d-i)e*r  !  Not  1 — not  I — I  Mia 
beard  bin  mentiooed  as  good  at  a  buck  ftr  «iL 
or  near  br.  ilany  Harry  did  tcU  me  aoiMllief 
about  its  being  supposed  tliat  he  had  fomMffy,  ■ 
some  way  or  other,  dealiikgs  with  aaitain  M*> 
robbers ;  bat.  Lord,  Juditli,  it  can't  suieljr  gin 
you  any  satis&ction  to  make  out  that  i^ 
your  mother's  own  husband,  though  be  isn't  {«■ 
fattier."  ~ 

"  Any  thing  will  give  me  satit&ctjon  ihii 
n»  who  I  am,  and  helps  to  explain  the  in*m*tt 
childhood.  My  mother's  husband !  Yes,  b 
must  bare  been  tliat,  though  why  a  woman  Be 
htr  should  have  chosen  a  man  Uke  Aim.  u 
than  mortal  reason  can  explain.  YtMi  ocrrr 
mother,  Deerslaycr,  and  can't  feel  the  vatt,  fW_ 
difference  there  was  between  them  1" 

"  Sue!)  things  do  happen,  howsorer  t    yea,  I 
Jq  happen ;  though  why  Prondence  ieia  then  i 
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p»».  is  more  Una  I  sadcnlMd.    I  *n  kaiv 
*be  f'ercest  wwrion  with  tb*  geaclMt  «if««  of 
■Kjrin  the  tribe,  and  s«fal  noUs  fidl  to  tbe  lot  of 
I  fndisiii  lit  to  be  nrititfpiwim  " 

"ThuvnsDotit,  Deenfayer;  tlMtwaot  it. 
Oh  *  if  it  shoold  proTV  tint— no;  1  cnaot  wish 
ahe  Bliould  not  hare  bem  his  wife  wx  aJL  Tkml 
QO  daughter  can  with  fbr  her  on  mother !  Go 
now,  and  kt  na  see  what  the  sqoaiv-looldiq; 
ndle  holds." 

Dcenlayer  oomptied,  and  be  found  that  it  ooo* 
ined  a  small  trunk  of  prrttr  vorkmansltip,  bat 
itcncd.  The  next  point  was  to  fii>d  a  kcv ;  bot 
b  proring  inetfrctaal,  it  was  determined  to 
t)tc  lock.  Iliis  Dcenlartr  >oon  rffccted  by 
le  aid  of  an  iron  instrumrnt,  and  it  was  found 
the  inU-rior  was  ncarljr  filled  with  papers. 
luBj  were  letters;  some  fragments  of  manu> 
ipts,  memorandums,  accounts,  and  other  similar 
documents.  The  hawk  does  not  ixtunce  upon  the 
chicken  with  a  more  sadden  swoop,  than  Judith 
ig  forward  to  seize  this  mine  of  hitJierto  oon- 
knowledge.  Her  education,  as  the  reader 
will  have  {wrcoivcd,  was  far  superior  to  her  situa- 
tion in  life,  and  her  eye  glnnced  over  page  after 
lage  of  the  letters,  with  a  readiness  that  her  school- 
ig  supplied,  and  with  an  avidity  that  found  its 
origin  in  her  feelings.  At  first  it  was  evident  that 
the  girl  was  gratified,  and,  we  may  add,  with  reo- 
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ton ;  for  ttie  tetters  nTitten  by  females  in  imioeim 
and  afTcct  ion,  were  of  a  character  tu  CBiucbertoU 
proud  of  those  with  whom  she  had  evny  toM 
to  think  she  was  closely  connected  hy  tht  tkitf 
blood.  It  does  not  come  within  the  anptnlat 
plan  to  give  more  of  these  epistles,  howvrer,  tbi 
ft  general  idea  of  their  contents,  and  this  v2  hi 
be  done  by  describing  tlic  effect  they  prodtmlM 
the  manner,  Appearance,  and  feeling  of  bnr  «ti 
was  so  eagerly  perusing  thfro. 

Vt  has  been  said,  already,  that  Judith  tnsaoi 
gratified  with  tlie  letters  that  firet  met  ha  f» 
11iey  contained  the  eon«.tpondencc  of  aa  lAt 
tionate  aiid  intelligent  motltvr  to  an  ab«(Bldn|^ 
ter,  with  such  allusions  to  the  answers  as  xmi 
in  a  great  measure,  to  fill  up  the  Tacaum  Idt  bf 
the  replies,  lliey  were  not  without  ad: 
and  warnings,  bowercr,  and  Judith  felt  ilieUx' 
mounting  to  her  temples,  and  a  cold  ihodd* 
succeeding,  as  she  read  one  in  which  the 
of  the  (laughter's  indulging  in  as  much  intn 
as  had  evidently  been  described  in  odd  of  ll* 
daughter's  own  letters,  with  an  officer  "  «bu  «■ 
from  Euroiic,  and  who  couM  hardly  ba  nfjjtKd 
to  wish  to  form  an  honourable  oonneetioi  ■ 
America,"  was  rntlicr  coldly  oomtiienied  m  by 
tlie  mother.  What  rendered  it  singular.  n» 
the  fact  that  the  signatures  had  been  mvfoUyOt 
ironi  every  one  of  these  letters,  and  whetent  a 


THE   DBBn«LAYBR. 


97 


OccQired  in  the  body  of  tlie  epistles,  it  bad 
tniHiJ  will)  so  mofifa  diligence  as  to  render  it 
ible  to  read  tt.  Thcjr  had  oil  been  enclosed 
wiHopcs,  according  to  the  f&shion  of  the  age, 
not  an  address  eitltcr  was  to  be  found.  Still, 
letters  themselves  had  been  rcligiouslr  prc- 
I,  and  Judith  thought  she  could  discover 
of  tears  remaining  on  several.  She  now 
liered  to  have  seen  the  little  trunk  in  her 
Dtber's  keeping  previously  to  her  death,  and 
•apposed  it  had  first  been  deposited  in  the 
along  with  the  other  forgotten,  or  coii- 
led  objects,  when  the  letters  could  no  longer 
iRtiibute  to  that  parent's  grief  or  happiness. 
Kest  came  another  bundle,  and  these  were  filled 
th  tiic  protestations  of  love,  n-rittcn  with  pas- 
DD  certainly,  but  also  with  that  deceit  which  men 
I  oJtcn  think  it  justitiablc  to  use  to  the  other  sex. 
Idtth  had  shed  tears  abundantly  over  the  first 
leket,  but  now  she  felt  a  sentiment  of  indigna- 
Ki  and  pride  better  sustaining  her.  Her  hand 
ook,  however,  and  cold  shiver*  again  passed 
lIXMlgh  her  frame,  as  she  discovered  a  few  points 
■tTong  resemblance  between  tlie»e  letters  and 
Rne  it  had  Ix-cn  her  own  fate  to  receive-  Once, 
ideed,  she  laid  the  packet  down,  bowed  her  head 
<  h«T  knees,  and  sceuiol  nearly  convulsed.  Al 
time  Doerdayer  sat  a  silent,  but  attentive 
of  every  thing  tliut  passed.  As  Judith 
VOL..  111.  r 
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reftd  a  letter  she  pat  it  into  his  hsmb  to  lnU. 
until  she  could  pcnuc  the  next ;  but  thit 
in  no  dirgrcc  to  enlighten  her  oompsoioo,  ■ 
was  totally  unable  to  read.  Nerenhdcai,  U 
not  entirely  at  faolt  in  discoverin;;  tbe 
tliat  were  contending  in  the  boaocn  of  Ihl  tt 
creature  hv  his  side,  and,  as  uccuiocmI  smiUMB 
escaped  her  in  murmurs,  be  itbs  oMnr  die  Ml 
in  his  divinations,  or  conjectures,  than  the  pd 
would  have  l>een  pleased  at  discOTcriog. 

Judith  had  compienced  with  th«  ea^estldMi 
luckily  for  a  ready  comprebension  of  the  tale  1^ 
told ;  for  they  were  carefttlly  arranged  in  ehnaa- 
logical  order,  and  to  any  one  who  wotdd  tab  At 
trouble  to  peruse  them,  would  have  rovcaM  a  mi 
history  of  gratitied  passion,  coldness,  and  fiMBy 
of  Bvcnion.    As  she  obtained  the  clue  to  tb«i 
import,  her  impatience  could  not  admit  of  Ml^ 
and  she  soon  got  to  glancing  her  ejres  ova  a  pi^ 
by  way  of  coming  at  the  truth   in  tbe  hvilfat 
manner  possible.     By  adopting   Una 
one  to  which  all  who  are  oager  to  airiTe 
suits,  w-itliout  encumbering  themselrc*  with 
tails,  arc  so  apt  to  resort,  Judith  made  ■ 
progress  in  this  melancholy  rerebtion  of 
lher'«  failings  and  puoisliment.     She  mw 
periud  of  her  ovrn  birth  was  distinctly 
»nd  even  learned  that  the  homely  name  she  ba> 
\ras  given  Iicr  by  tbe  lather  of  wbuae  penoa 
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retained  so  f&int  an  itDpre&sion  as  to  resemble  a 
drt^in.     This  nBiDv  was  not  ublitcnttcd  (torn  tli« 
text  of  the  letters,  but  stood  ax  if  nothing  wax  to 
be  gained  by  erasing  it.     llctty^jt  birtli  was  men- 
tioned once,  and  in  that  instance  the  name  was 
tbc  mother's ;   but  crc  tliis  |>criod  was  reached 
e  the  stgna  of  coldness,  shadowing  forth  the 
desertion  that  was  so  soon  to  follow.     It  was  in 
is  stage  of  tlie  corr«s])ondence  that  her  mother 
recounc   to  tlic   plan  of  copying   her  own 
cptstlca.    Tbey  were  but  few,  but  were  eloquent 
wHh  the  feelings  of  blti;hte<l  afTcction  and  con- 
trition.     Juditli  sobbed  over  tltcni,  until  again 
d  agiun  she  felt  compelled  to  lay  them  aside 
•m  sheer  physical  inability  to  see,  her  eyes  being 
terally  obscured  with  tears,     Still  she  relumed 
I  the  Uukwith  increasing   interest,  and  Anally 
aticceedcd  in  reaching  the  end  of  the  latest  coio- 
munication  Uiat    liad    probably  ever  passed  be- 
tween her  parents. 

All  this  occupied  fully  an  hour;  for  near  a  hun- 
dred letters  were  glanced  at,  end  some  twenty  had 
do*dy  road.  The  truth  now  shone  clear 
m  the  acute  mind  of  Juditli,  so  far  as  her  own 
birth  and  that  of  tictty  were  concerned.  She 
mekencd  at  the  conviction,  and  fur  the  moment 
the  rest  of  tlic  world  seemed  to  be  cut  off  from 
ber, and  site  had  now  additional  reasons  for  ntsh- 
JBg  to  pau  tbc  remainder  of  her  life  on  the  \a.Ve, 
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where  she  hsd  already  scea  so  many  blight  u4n 
msny  Borrowing  dajrs. 

There  yet  remained  more  lettcn  to  eaaiaL 
Judilli  found  these  were  a  corrcspoiidt'nccbetVHil 
her  mothcrand  Thomas  Horcy.     Tbeori^mlial 
lioth  parties  were  carefully  arranged,  letKi  ml 
answer,  side  by  side ;  and  they  told  the  nHy  bit- 
torj-  of  the  connection   between  the  ill-«Merttd 
pair  far  more  plainly  than  Judith  wislicd  to  Ion 
it.     Ilcr  mother  made  the    advances  toraidi  a 
marriage  to  the  surprise,  not  to  say  tMRor,  of 
her  daughter;   and  olie   actually   found  a  rAd 
when  ithe  discoTcred  traces  of  wliat  atnick  bn  « 
instintty,  or  n  morbid  diq>o«ition,  bordering  m 
that  dire  oOaxnity,  in  the  earlier  IctterB  of  tint  iO- 
fated  womnn.     The  answer*  of  Hovcy  were««M 
and  illiterate,  tiiough  they  manifested  «  sufiotf 
desire  to  ohtain  (he  hand  of  a  woman  of 
personal  attractions,  and  whose  great  emt 
willing  to  overlook  for  the  advantage  of 
one  every  way  so  macli  his  superior,  and  o^ 
it    also    appeared,  waa  not  altogether 
uf  money.     The  remainder  of  litis  jwrt 
correspondence  waa  brief;  and  it 
fined  to  a  few  communications  on   buaincMt  ■ 
wliieli  tlic  miscnible  wife  hastened  the  abtcM  b^ 
band  in  his  preparations  to  abaitdun  a  woild  wUdi 
there  was  sufEcicnt  reason   to  tbink  was  as  dw- 
gerous  to  one  of  the  parttce  as  it 


TBB   DBBRatAYSft. 


101 


ne  other.     But  a  single  expression  had  cs- 

hcr  mother,  bf  which  Juditli  could  get  a 

i  to  the  motives  that  hud  induced  her  to  marry 

Hovef ,  or  IluUcr;  And  this  she  found  was  that 

feeling  of  resentment  wliich  so  often  temptfl  llie 

injurcil  to  inflict  wrongs  on  themselves,  by  wny  of 

ieaptng  coals  on  the  heads  of  those  through  whom 

cy  have  suffered.     Judith  had  enough  of  tlie 

pint  of  that  mother  to  comprehend  this  senti* 

lent,  and  for  a  moment  did  she  sec  the  exceeding 

]y  which  permitted  such  revengeful  feelings  to 

get  tlte  ascendency. 

»T)M>r(!,  what  may  be  called  the  historical  part  of 
Im  ()^>ers  ecased.  Among  tlic  loose  fragments, 
owerer,  was  aii  old  newspaper  that  contained  a 
proclamation  offering  a  reward  for  the  »])prehen> 
liion  of  certain  freebooters  by  name,  among  which 
was  tliat  of  lliomiis  Hovcy.  The  attention  of 
the  girl  WON  drawn  to  the  pruehinmtion  and  to  this 
particular  name,  by  the  circumstance  that  bluck 
lines  had  been  drawn  under  both  in  ink.  No- 
thing else  was  found  among  the  papers  that  could 

B  l€«d  to  the  discovery  of  cither  the  name  or  the 
place  of  residence  of  the  wife  of  Ilutter,  All  the 
dates,  signulurex,  and  addresses  had  been  cut 
from  tlie  letters,  and  wherever  a  word  occurred  in 

H  the  body  of  the  communicationa  that  might  fur- 
niah  a  clue,  it  was  scrupulously  erased.  Thus 
Judith  found  all  her   hopes  of  ascertaining  who 


•L  3il  -»-«  ai  zi^  i^m.  TESccrces  sod  bibiti  fv 
T—  I — ;  r-cnermd  -rri.  ii«  facie.  Her  »■ 
^J.i'.-T  :l  jf  iiT  3ii;dier  j  i-^ — ^^  ecmnnitioi, 
i:-  c5:?T=^  £Iisi.  ^  =g:  t  a  zip  in  the  hiitai- 

~     r^     "^^    '^-  s^*:c  gf — 1">^-  ,^ic  if.y.'nt  tMnR 

:r  "^  'zib:  cvt"  hi  ^eETs.  ^'ifcd-  to  poae*  tsj 

•z:.^  nasals.     T— -.'»■::;£  bs-sea  back  in  her  w^ 

1.-=  ■*~"''"   iMssrsL  ic  .rccipsziwo  to  £nub  tbt 

-i"  "i!  ;-'ii';r  ir^^-«  b:  :^e  ch.«i,ii 

-    ^^-      ---  :r:-^  i-ig.-r:"::^-;    ;:  i=:j>,naE«- 

-  ■"  ;.  r.  Ii-z.riL  11  i:  :^~  reKrr.ed  the 
-._■  r-  _trc^^~ir  ~  :■:.':  r  t^crt's  i^aar  more 
.-  r^-~-   ■.   -V.1.  Ti   jxU—  •<!*  'Jz.t  >".in  i^'ir..  uoB 

.  --  r  ~  —--  ^ri  "«"-—  ~e  r=iii:i;  gi"  then:' 
"t     J     -   :.  :r>  ij.-i  j-;-^  See^  '.■:<.]iiz^»z  ti«ffl 

-  ~:r — -J.  -ni;  ;£="  Ti-sr.u,  Deerslayer.  lai 
.  —   .-- 1-^  -  -  ziA^.i  f.T  JirV,     A  girl  =3STbees- 

,    .   -.: ..■  -  ;   -  r  zii  i^v:  zjze  in  ter  li:*e.    1  in 

-  '^ , -:T-  z^::-i  -■;.  rii:  v.-ivtr  micd  ne-  I- 
-._.".-''  i~ii  T-:«:i:';r  I  s^p  or  wa:cr. :  b:.:. 
■    ■i.r*    --'i    ^    TLtfjjii::*  ;:>   l.okat,  uiii  nv  » 

_: -s  .r.tf.  ,"i::;-J:-  ::  u  -::  il:.;;:*ther  K:r«»b^ 
■;,  ^- -i."  ...•::::  :-,"::'.i  v;-  srejiling  tears.  1 
4n»i>T  aac  sar?  i:^"^  ii-l.  a::i  liil  some  people 
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f  1>ctt«T  for  shcditing  n  few,  now  and  then,  es- 
ecially  wotacn ;  but  I'd  niUicr  sec  yoa  smile,  it 
ly  time,  Judith,  tlian  see  you  wucp." 
TliU  gallant  apeedi  was  rewarded  with  a  sweet, 
tliough  a   melancholy   smile;  aiid   then  t)io  girl 
a^in  desire*)  her  compaiiion  to  finish  tlic  exami- 
nation of  the  chest.    The  ncarch  necessarily  con- 
tinued some  time,  during  which  Judith  collected 
her  thoughts  knd  regai/ied  her  composure.     She 
took  no  part  in  tlie  search,  leaving  every  thing  to 
the  young  man,  looking  listlessly,  herself,  at  the 
fennt  articles  t)iat  came  uppermost.     Nothing 
Iter  of  much  interest  or  value,  however,  was 
id.     A  sn-ord  or  two,  such  as  were  tltcn  worn 
gentlemen,  some  buckles  of  silver,  or  so  richly 
ed  as  to  appear  silver,  and  a  few  handsome 
jes  of  female  dress,  composed  the  principal 
I ditcoreries.     It  struck  both  Juditli  and  the  Deer* 
■lUyer,  notwithstanding,  Umt  some  of  these  things 
Fnight  he  made  useful  in  effecting  a  negotiation 
[with  the  Iroquois,  though  tlie  latter  saw  u  diffi- 
ty  in  tlie  way  Diat  was  not  so  apparent  to  the 
The  conversation  was  first  renewed  in 
>ancction  with  this  point. 
"And  now,  Deerslayer,"  itaid Judith,  "we may 
of  yourself,  and  of  tl)e  means  of  getting  you 
lout  of  the  liands  of  the  Hurons.    Any  part,  or  all 
of  what  you  have  seen  in  the  chest  will  bo  cheer- 
Ailly  given  by  mo  and  HutXy,  to  set  you  at  11- 
Bberty." 
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**  Well,  that's  gincrous — yea,  'tia  dovwi^ 
free-hearted,  and  free-handed,  «nd  gineioci.  Tto 
is  the  way  vrith  women  ;  when  they  tak<  wf  » 
Ai'ndship,  they  do  nothing  l>y  balrea,  bol  ut  ■ 
willing  to  part  witli  their  property  u  if  tthid  ■ 
tbUc  in  their  cyei.  Howscrcr,  while  1  thuk  jn 
both,  just  as  much  as  if  tlic  bugun  wu  ati^ 
uid  Uivcnoak,  or  any  of  the  other  Tag»boD(h,m 
liere  to  neocpt  and  close  tbo  tTcaty,  tfaci^s  tM 
principal  reasons  why  it  can  never  cotnc  to  pHK 
which  n»y  he  ax  well  told  at  once,  id  ordirw 
otilikely  expectations  may  be  raised  io  you,  vtmj 
onjustiliable  Itopex  in  loe." 

"  What  reason  ran  tlicrc  be,  if  fictty  and  I  at 
willing  to  part  with  tlic  Iritlcs  fur  your  sakr,  ud 
the  savages  arc  willing  to  receive  tbem  f* 

■*  Tha^s  it,  Judith— you've  got  the  idea,  hft 
they're  a  little  out  of  their  places,  as  tfabt^f 
should   take  the  back'ard  instead  of  tlie  itmB^ 
scent.     That  Uic  Mingos  will  be  wilUng  torrcecR 
tbe.ie  things,  or  any  more  like  'em  you  may  ban 
to  offer,  is  probable  enough  ;  but  whether  thefH 
pay  Yidie  for  'cm,  is  qiule  another  auttcr.    AA 
yourself,  Judith,  if  any  one  should  send  yoa  • 
message  to  say  that,  for  sudi  or  such  a  price,  jsa 
and  Hetty  might  hare  that  clust  and  all  it 
wlietlier  you'd  think  it  worth  your  while  to 
many  words  on  the  bargain  }" 

"  But  this  chest  and  all  it  holds  are 
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Iflora ;  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  purchaie 
[what  19  already  our  own." 

"  Just  so  the  Mingos  calculate  !  They  say  U>e 
diiat  is  thdrs  already;  or  as  good  as  theirs,  and 
_  they'tl  not  thank  anybody  for  the  key." 
I      "I  understand  you,  DecrsUycr ;  surely  we  are 
Bjet  in  possession  of  the  lake,  and  we  can  keep 
possession  of  it,    until   Hurry  sends   troops   to 
rire  off  the  enemy.    This  we  may  certainly  do, 
rided  yon  will  stay  with  us,  instead  of  going 
:  and  giving  yourself  up  a  prisoner,  again,  as 
now  seem  determined  on." 
'  That  Hurry  Harry  should  talk  in  this  way,  is 
Kt'ral,  and  according  to  the  gifts  of  the  man.    He 
Icnows  no  better,  and  therefore  he  is  little  likely 
to  feel,  or  to  act  any  better ;  but,  Judith,  1  put  it 
to  your  heart  and  conscience, — would  you,  couid 
yoa  think  of  mc  as  favourably,  as  1  hope  and  be- 
lieve you  now  do,  was  I  to  forget  my  furlough 
HAQd  not  go  back  to  the  camp  V 
H     "  To  think  more  favourably  of  you  than  I  now 
■do,  Dcerslaycr,  would  not  be  easy ;  but  I  might 
Beontinue  to  think  as  farourably — at  least  it  seems 
■ao— I  hoi>e  1  could ;  for  a  world  wouldn't  tempt 
me  to  let  you  do  anything  that  might  change  my 
real  opinion  of  you." 
■      "  Then  don't  try  to  entice  mc  to  overlook  my 
■furlough,  gal  1  A  furlough  is  a  sacred  thing  among 
Hirarriors,  and  men  that  carry  their  Uvcs  in  tJieir 
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hsnds,  ss  we  of  the  foresbs  do ;  and  what  A  gnM^ 
oan  clisap[>'intment  would  it  be  tu  old  T^mawJ^ 
and  to  Uiicas,  the  fattier  of  tbe  Sarpeat,  biAm 
my  other  fri'uds  in  the  tribe,  if  I  vu  lo  tn  £}■ 
grace  my^f  on  my  very  first  w&r-patfa }  Thii  jm 
iril)  purocive,  moreover,  Judith,  is  witboul  hf- 
ing  any  streas  on  nat'ral  gifts  and  a  white  dmii 
duties,  to  nay  nothing  of  conscience.  The  hs: 
is  king  with  me,  and  I  try  never  to  disfralc  iu 
orders." 

*'  I  believe  you  are  right,  Deerslayer,**  wtowd 
the  gtrl,  after  a  little  reflection,  and  in  a  niiead 
voice ;  "  n  man  like  ytni  ought  not  tu  Mt,  Mtht 
selfish  and  dishonest  would  be  apt  to  act;  yM 
must,  indeed,  go  back.  We  will  talkno  nmtrf 
this,  then;  shonld  I  persuade  you  to  aOTthing  lo' 
which  you  would  he  borry  hereafter,  my  own  r» 
gret  would  not  be  less  than  yours.    You  aliail  mA 

have  it  to  say,  Judith 1  scaree  know  by 

what  name  to  call  myself,  now !" 

"  And  why  not  ?— why  not,  gal  ?  ChiMRn  Dice 
the  names  of  their  parents,  nat'rally,  and  byaaoR 
of  gift,  like;  and  why  shouldn't  yoa  and  Uttty 
do  OS  others  hare  done  afore  yc  ?  HuUer  wm  iW 
old  man's  name,  and  Huttcr  should  iMtfaeatat 
of  his  darters; — at  least  until  you  arc  given  vaf 
in  lawful  and  holy  wedlock." 

"  1  nm  Judith,  and  Judith  only."  retunwd  ikl 
girl,  positively ;  "  until  the  law  gives  me  a  ri^ 
to  anotlicr  name.     Never  will  1  use  that  uf  1V»- 
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f  BU  HuUer  B^n ;  nor,  iirith  my  consent,  shiU 
rileUf!  Hutt«r  vna  not  liis  uwn  name,  I  find; 
I  bat  had  Ite  &  tliuUHand  rights  to  it,  it  would  give 
IBOne  to  cne.  He  vnii  not  my  father,  thank  h«ai- 
bh;  though  I  may  have  no  reason  to  be  proud  of 

I  that  tL'tu!" 

"  This   is   stntDge,"    sud   D«erslaycr,    looking 

lily  at  the  excited  girl,  anxious  to  know  mor^ 

unwilling  to  inquire  into  matters  tliat  did  not 

liropcrly  concern  him;  "yes,  this  is  very  strange 

oncomnion!  Thomas  Uutter  was'nt  Thomas 

tHutter,  and  his  darters  weren't  his  darters  !  Who 

Itben  cotUd  Thomas  Ilutter  be,  and  who  are  hia 

[darters  r 

"  Uid  yoa  never  hear  any  thing  whispered 
It  the  former  Ufe  of  this  person,  Dcerslnycrf" 
[denunded  Judith.     "  Passing   as   I  did   for  his 
[child,  sudi  reports  reached  even  me.'* 

**  I'll  not  deny  it,  Judith ;  no,  Til  not  deny  it. 
|8artain  things  have  been  said,  as  Pre  told  you ; 
[but  I'm  not  verj-  credible  as  to  rvporu.     Young 
\mB  I  am,  I've  lived  long  enough  to  I'am  tliere's 
two  sorts  of  characters  in  the  world.    Them  that 
is  'arned  by  deeds,  and  them  that  is  'amed  by 
tongues ;  and  so  1  prefer  to  see  and  judge  for  my- 
wtf,  ioatcod  of  letting  every  jaw  that  cliooscs  to 
wag  become   my  judge.      Hurry     Harry   spoke 
pretty  plainly  of  tlte  whole  family,  as  we  jour- 
neyed tbis-a-wuy;  and  he  did  hint  something  coil- 


lOH 


Tint    nKERflLAYER. 


saming  Thomas  Ilutter'n  having  been  t  fr«*Ii 

Df)  the  wat«r  in  his  younger  days.    By 

I  mmn  that  be  made  free  to  live  on  other  mo't 

**  He  told  you  h«  iraa  a  pirate — tbers  it  no  md 
of  mincing  matters  between  friends.  Htaddl^ 
I>ccnlaycr,  and  yoa  will  nee  that  betoldyoaM 
more  than  the  tmtJi.  This  Tliomas  Hony  n* 
the  Thomas  llntter  you  knew,  as  is  seen  ttf  tfaN 
letters." 

As  Judith  spoke  with  a  flushed  cheek  nd  no 
dazzling  witli  the  brilliancy  of  cxcitetDcnt,  ib 
held  the  newspaper  tovards  her  compaoioti.  j/i^ 
ing  to  the  proclamation  of  a  Colonial  gmati 
already  mentioned. 

"  Bless  you,  Judith  1''  answered  the 
laughing;  "you  might  as  n-cll  ask  me  10 
that— or,  for  that  matter,  to  write  tt.  Mj 
tion  has  been  altogether  in  the  woods ;  ibe  P^i 
book  I  read,  or  eare  about  reading,  b  ibt  •*' 
which  God  hna  opene<l  afore  all  his  creatur's,  b 
the  noble  forests,  broad  lakes,  rolling  riven^  U** 
iikiea,  and  the  winds,  and  tempcsU,  and  kundtw 
and  other  glorious  marrels  of  the  luidl  tif 
hook  I  cnn  read,  and  I  find  it  full  of  witdoifi  u^ 
knowledge." 

"  I  cmve  your  pardon,  DcerslaTcr,"  aud  J* 
dith,  earnestly,  more  abiuhed  than  was  brrvNli 
in  finding  that  she  had,  inadTcrteatiy,  tntdo  » 
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il  that  might  wound  tier  companion's  pride, 
had  foi^otten  your  manner  of  life,  and  least  of 
did  1  with  to  hurt  yonr  fccUngi." 
*  Hurt  my  fcolin's ! — why  should  it  hurt  my 
ilin's  (o  ask  me  to  read,  when  1  can't  read  ?  I'm 
honter — and  I  may  now  begin  to  say  a  warrior, 
no  missionary ;  and,  therefore,  books  and 
papers  are  of  no  account  with  such  as  I.  No,  no, 
Judith,''  and  here  the  young  man  laughed  cor- 
dially J  "  not  even  for  wadii,  Meing  tlint  your  ti«e 
■eerkiller  always  uses  the  hide  of  a  la 'an,  if  he's 
^ot  one,  or  some  other  hit  of  leather  suitably  pre- 
psred.  There's  Mine  that  do  sny,  all  tliat  stands 
in  print  is  true ;  in  which  case,  I'll  own  an  an- 
ramed  man  must  be  somewhat  of  a  loser;  never* 
theless,  it  can't  be  truer,  than  that  which  God 
baa  printed  with  his  own  hand  in  the  sky,  and  the 
■roods,  and  the  rivers,  and  the  springs.'* 
I  *'UVU,  then,  flutter,  or  Ilovey,  was  a  [urate; 
mnd  being  no  father  of  mine,  I  cannot  wish  to 
call  liim  one.  Uis  name  shall  no  longer  be  my 
Dsme." 

**  If  you  dislike  the  name  of  that  man,  there's 
the  name  of  your  motlicr,  Judith,  tier  name 
may  senrc  you  just  as  good  a  turn." 

t**l  do  not  know  it.     I've  looked  through  those 
pers,  Decrslayer,  in  tlic  hope  of  finding  some 
hint  by  which  1  might  discorrr  who  my  motlier 
;  but  there  u  no  mora  trace  of  the  past,  in 


IIU 


Tae    DRKRSLAYRR. 


that  respect,  than  the  bird  leares  in  tlieurbjiiu 
flight" 

"  That's  both  oncommon,  and  anreuoaibk. 
Parents  are  bound  to  give  their  ofhpna%  a  MBe, 
even  though  they  give*  em  nothing  ebe.  Nov,  I 
come  of  a  humble  stock,  though  we  have  lidtt 
gifts  and  a  white  natur' ;  bat  wc  are  not  to  paaif 
oft',  as  to  hare  no  name.  Bumppo  we  are  oM 
and  I're  heard  it  said,"  a  touch  of  human  lauiy 
glowing  on  his  clieck,  "  that  the  time  bat  beca 
when  the  Bumppoa  had  more  standing  and  Mk 
among  mankind  than  tlxey  have  just  now." 

"  'Hiey  never  deaerved  them  more,  Dccnltjtii 
and  tlie  name  ia  a  good  one ;  either  Uett;  m  vfj- 
aelf,  would  a  thousand  times  rather  be  oUtd 
Hetty  Bumppo,  or  Juditli  Bumppo,  than  ta  bt 
called  Hclty  or  Judith  Hutter." 

"  Tltnt'K  a  moral  impossible,*'  returned  the  boa* 
ter,  good-humouredly,  "unless  one  of  you  iIimU 
so  far  demean  herself  as  to  marry  me.** 

Judith  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  wlteo  i» 
found  how  aimply  and  natundly  the  cooreruAiai 
liad  come  round  to  the  very  point  at  whtdi  ikl 
bad  aimed  to  bring  it.  Although  far  from  unlScfli- 
nine  or  forward,  in  eiUicr  her  feelings  or  bcf  b^ 
bits,  the  girl  was  goaded  by  a  sense  of  wrongs  not 
altogether  merited,  incited  by  tlie  helpleMnex^ 
a  future  that  seemed  to  contain  no  reitins-pbee, 
and  BtUl  more  inHueiiced  by  feeling*  tliat  wen  u 
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Ronl  to  her,  u  they  proved  (o  be  active  ttul  en- 

grosstng.    The  openiog  was  too  good,  therefore, 

\  to  be  neglected,  though  she  came  to  the  subject 

[with  much  of  the  indirectness  and,  perhaps,  jasti- 

able  address  of  a  woman. 

•*  I  do  not  Uiink  Ilctty  will  ever  marry,  Deer- 
slayer,''  she  said  ;  if  yoor  name  is  to  be  borne  by 
eillirr  of  iis,  it  must  be  borne  by  me/' 

"There's  been  handsome  women,  too,  they  tell 
le,  nmatig  the  Bumppos,  Judith,  afore  now ;  and 
Fahould  you  take  up  witii  tlie  name,  oncommon  as 
lyon  be,  in  tliis  ]>aniciilar,  them  that  knows  the 
ly  won't  be  altogether  surprised.*' 
**  This  is  not  talking  as  becomes  either  of  us, 
slayer ;  for  whatever  is  said  on  sudi  a  subject, 
fbetwcen  man  and  woman,  should  be  said  seriously, 
in  iiiicerity  of  licart.  Forgetting  the  sliame 
.  ought  to  keep  girls  silent,  until  spoken  to,  in 
[most  cases,  I  will  deal  with  you  as  frankly  as  I 
llutow  one  of  your  generous  nature  n'ill  most  like 
Ifto  be  dealt  by.  Cm  you — do  you  think,  Decr- 
ilayer,  that  you  could  be  happy  with  such  a  wife 
•s  a  woman  bkc  myself  would  make  ?*' 

"  A  woman  Uke  you,  Judith  I  But  witere's  the 
tente  in  tnding  about  such  a  tlting?  A  woman 
like  you,  that  is  handsome  enough  to  be  a  cap- 
luo's  lady,  and  line  enough,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  edication  enough,  would  be  little  apt  to 
think  of  becoming  my  wife.    1  suppose  young 
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gaU  that  feci  themselves  to  h«  snivt,  and  Vam 
theinsolvcs  to  be  handsome,  find  a  wUio  »)»■ 
hietion  in  pasxing  their  jokes  ag^in  then  tlii6 
ndther,  like  a  poor  Delainire  hunter." 

Thin  wai  xaid  good-naturedly,  but  not  vitlioM 
a  betrayal  of  feeling  whidi  showed  that  nn^ 
tiling  like  mortified  sensthility  waa  blended 
the  reply.  Nothing  could  have  oocarred 
likely  to  awakeit  all  Judith's  generous  re^n^j 
to  dd  her  in  her  parpose,  by  adding  the  i 
of  a  disinterested  deaire  to  atone,  to  Iwr 
impulses,  and  clothing  all  under  »  gui»  m  i 
ning  and  natural,  as  greatly  to  lessen  the 
pleasant  feature  of  a  forwardness  unbocomiii;  I 

MX. 

"  Yon  do  me  injustice  if  you  sappaie  I 
any  auch  lliought,  or  wish/*  she  answered, 
ncstly.  "  Never  was  I  mure  serious  in  aj  iSe, 
or  more  willing  to  ahide  by  any  agreewent  tkl 
we  may  make  to-night.  1  have  had  many  sniun. 
Decrslaycr — nay,  scarce  an  unmarried  trappffof 
hunter  has  been  in  at  the  lake  cliesc  four  Toini 
who  has  not  offered  to  take  me  away  villi  tdi^ 
and  t  fear  some  that  were  married,  too — " 

"  Ay,  111  warrant  that  V*  interrupted  the  oti 
—"  I'll  warrant  all  that !     Take  'em  u  a 
Judith,  'arth  don't  hold  a  set  of  men  more  | 
to  thcirsclvcs,  and  less  given  to  Got 
law." 


'  Not  one  of  them  would  I — could  1  listen  to ; 
[ipily  for  myself,  perhaps,  hu  it  been  that  tncb 
the  case.  There  bsre  been  well-k>oking 
among  them,  too,  *■  yoa  tt»y  hare  i 
'  aoqnaintance,  Henry  March." 
Harry  is  sightly  to  the  eye,  though,  to 
f  idces,  less  so  to  the  judgment.  1  thought,  at 
jttr  yoa  meant  to  hare  him,  Judith,  I  did;  but 
ire  he  went,  it  waa  easy  enough  to  rcrify  that 
p  same  lodge  wouldn't  be  \»g  enough  for  you 

f  Yoa  have  done  me  justice  in  that  at  leant, 
^raUyer.  Iltury  is  a  man  I  could  never  marry, 
pugb  ho  were  ten  timea  more  comely  to  the 
B,  and  a  hundred  time*  more  stout  of  heart 
U)  be  really  ix." 

f'Why  not,  Judith— why  not?  I  own  I'm 
'009  to  know  why  a  youlh  like  H  urry  shouldn't 
id  &Tour  with  n  maiden  like  you  }" 
f*  Then  you  shall  know,  Ucerslayer,''  returned 
f  P^t  s'^'^'y  availing  herself  of  the  oppor- 
mtf  of  eitoUing  the  qualities  which  liad  to 
m>s'y  interestod  ber  in  her  listener;  hoping 
t  these  means  corertly  to  approach  the  subject 
arest  ber  heart.  "  In  the  first  place,  looks 
a  man  are  of  no  importance  with  a  woman, 
Orided  be  is  manly,  and  not  dis6gurDd  or 
formed.*' 
f*  There   I  can't  altogether  s^e  with   you>** 
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of  ne  tnbc  wt  viiu  j  SBn  us  oHpnl^ 

Infill  Bkap^bB 
via  d  Ae 
he   tafas  to  Bkt 
if  Am  dK  (»^  beu^  w  VA  r 

-  b  ai?  he  »  villi  liifaii,  brt  kk» 
fatnt  vith  wUte  gbh.  So  loi^  n  «  jMlf 
man  has  a  ttnisgbt  and  manly  frame,  tint  |» 
Kuses  to  make  hnn  aUe  to  pmotrt  a  wona^ 
and  to  keep  vant  finn  Ac  door,  it  ia  all  iktf 
sak  01  &e  %iiie.  Giants  Kite  Hoiiy  may  da 
fijr  fimacfien,  but  aie  of  little  acooont  at  knto. 
Thea  as  to  the  &ce.  an  iM»est  took,  one  Ant 
ansveis  for  the  bcait  witlun,  ia  of  mofe  idv 
than  anT  ili^ie  or  ooloor,  or  eyeS|  or  teetli,  <r 
Hides  like  tkcm.  The  hat  may  do  Jor  gnki 
hot  vko  thinks  of  them  at  all  in  a  hnnts,  V  a 
vanior,  or  a  faasfaand !  If  tbeie  are  wonoi  m 
siDr,  Judith's  not  among  thcnu" 

*'  Wen,  diis  is  wooderinl !  I  atways  tbo^ 
that  handsome  hked  handsome,  as  ndies  Ion 
tichcsr 

"  It  may  be  so  with  too  men,  Deeniajtr, 
hot  it  is  Dot  always  so  vilh  os  women.  Wc 
Uke    ttoot-heaited    men,    but    we    wiA   to  Me 
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modest ;  aate  on  a  bunt,  or  the  war<patli, 
1^  to  die  for  the  right,  and  unwilling  to  yield 
i^tbc  TTong.  Abore  all,  ire  wish  for  honesty 
^tongues  tliat  are  not  used  to  lay  what  tlie 
nind  docs  not  mean,  and  hearts  tliat  feel  a 
little  for  others,  as  well  as  for  themselves.  \ 
^Be'hearted  girl  ootdd  die  for  such  a  husband ! 
Hiile  the  boaster  and  the  double-tongued  sui- 
wr,  gets  to  be  as  bateiul  to  the  tight  as  ho 
Irto  the  mind." 

,  Judith  spoke  bitterly,  and  with  her  ostial 
but  her  Ustener  was  too  much  struck 
tlie  novelty  of  the  sensation  he  experienced 
advert  to  her  manner.  There  iras  some* 
Qg  so  soothing  to  the  humility  of  a  man  of 
kit  temperament  to  hear  qualities  tliat  he  could 
§M  hut  know  he  possessed  himself,  thus  highly 
BXtolled  by  the  loveliest  female  he  bad  ever 
Iwbcld,  that,  for  the  moment,  hiH  faculties  seemed 
nupended  in  a  natural  and  cxcuuible  pride. 
Then  it  was  that  the  idea  of  the  possibility  of 
lodt  a  creature  as  Judith  becoming  his  com- 
panion for  life,  first  crossed  his  mind.  The 
mage  was  so  pleasant,  and  so  noTcl,  that  be 
xmtinucd  completely  absorbed  by  it  for  more 
inn  a  minute,  totally  regardless  of  tlie  beauti- 
«I  reality  that  was  seated  before  him,  watching 
he  expression  of  his  upright  and  truth-telling 
»untenaiicc  with  a  keenness  that  gave  her  a  very 
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MiniiTgFX    ID    '"'"■''"'"^  tB  At  poMi 
ncn  vfaife  |iiiiiiiiMil  of* 

jyjLLLK  3.  OMtieiarT  be  non  ihuicm 
A»    ^BMOB.  SBt   «twd  M  Iiis  own 
B  -XBE  snoaa  picBre  ailnl   tnm  hn 
4£?^    Bu  B  Jum   ae    smple,  anUi^t,  te 

il:c--.~  Twiai.   iiesr  2«   *M-  seuetl   in  the  uk 

-  T: .  miis  H  OSS-  IE  xi)i:iizht  with  tbe  Ict^t 

-  ■_-~T»«'^-i—  IT  :i3  ~jise  ;«^iB''i  repated  diczhur, 
■^■gTT  — -r    m  imt  vrci  az^ocs  scratUT,  br  tbc 

~  T.u.*^  T-jnbgrL  zxsfixtme.  and  eaoca^ 
ic-^  ?k0cas;  X-  Jn:c  ^c  J^di^a ."  he  exclaimed 
::  i.x  szcikiry.  »  aA  ns;iiBed  its  ascradeocr 
rt«-  Biiir-  -  WTjcoerfi  1  I  don't  rrsember 
f-a:  -u  li-T  iWEi  jc  Sni^iirsI  «  zJ,  even  uno^ 
*::«  Ti^Jrcvs;  uc  I'm  eoC  asunishffi  tbtt 
=.■«—  ^JT^  »'si=  *"?■  »cred  u  will  u  di*- 
jin.'  -KORi  ~ 

-  "^"-ttiij  T-^  iiTB  bii  me,  DtfersUnr.  be- 
^jow  r:e  TTX  .-I  sii:£  x  zoa  as  Henrv  Mardi  :"* 

"  rien'f  ;=iK  v^iics  U  bi  his  tkTonr,  lal 
a««  *  aac  -rxci  b  lyin  hiai.  To  my  ajtt. 
HiTTv    wuiiait    sue  the  best   ot    hostawb, 
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I  (ear  that  the  tastea  of  most  young  woduii, 
Weawny,  wouldn't  be  so  hard  upoD  liim.'' 

"  No— no — Jadith    without    a    name,   would 
levcr  consent  to  be  called  Judith  March  ?     Any 
thing  wouhl  be  better  than  Ihat." 

"  Judith  Bunippu  wouldn't  sound  as  wcU,  gal; 

id  there's   many  names  that  would  fall  short 

March,  in  pleasing  the  ear." 

"  Ah !     UeersUycr,    the   pleasantness   of   the 

mnd,   in   such  cases,    dues  not  come   throiijfh 

ear,  but  through  the  heart.     Everything  is 

,ble  when  the  heart  is  satislicd.     Were  Nat- 

Bumppo   Henry   March,  and   Henry  March 

Bumppo,  I  might  think  the  name  of  March 

tlian  it  is ;  or  were  he  you,  1  should  fancy 

tbc  name  of  Bumppo  horrible  \" 

**  Ttiat's  just  it — yes,  that's  the  reason  of  the 
nutter.  Now,  I'm  nat'rally  ararse  to  sarpents, 
and  I  bate  even  the  word,  which  tlie  missionaric-s 
tell  OK,  eomc«  from  human  natur*,  on  account 
of  a  sartain  sarpcnt  at  the  creation  of  the  *nrth, 
that  outwitted  the  firitt  woman  ;  yet,  ex-er  since 
ingBchgook  ba*  'arned  the  title  be  bears,  why 
the  sound  is  as  pleaxant  to  my  ears  an  the  whistle 
»jf  the  wliip-poi>r-will  of  a  calm  evening — it  b. 
iThe  fcclin't  make  all  tlie  dilTerence  in  the  world, 
Judith,  in  tbc  natur'  of  sounds ;  ay,  even  in  that 
of  looks,  too." 

"  Ttus  is  so  true,  Deerslayer,  that  I  am  mr- 
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prised  you  should  think  it  remiulablA  »  ^ri,  «la 
may  have  some  comeliitess  hertd^  riwold  m 
think  it  necessary  that  her  hiub*nd  aboold  fant 
the  sune  adrant^c,  or  what  you  fancy  n  aln^ 
ta^.  To  me,  looks  in  a  man  arc  DOlkiB^,  jn- 
Tided  his  countetianoe  be  as  honctt  u  tn 
heatt." 

"  Yes,  honesty  is  a  great  kdrantsgc  in  ik 
long-run ;  and  they  that  are  the  moM  ipt  k 
forget  it,  in  the  beginning,  are  the  motf  aptli 
I'am  it  in  the  end.  N'erertheleu,  there's  moK, 
Judith,  that  look  to  present  profit  tlian  to  lh( 
benefit  that  is  to  come  after  a  time.  One  tbt; 
think  a  sart^tity,  and  the  other  an  onawtntf. 
I'm  glad,  howsever,  that  yoit  look  at  the  tliaf 
in  its  true  li);ht,  and  not  in  the  way  ia  wIhA 
M>  many  is  apt  to  dcccirc  themselves.** 

**  X  do  thus  look  at  it,  Deerslayer,"  ntamA 
the  girl  with  emphasis,  still  shrinking  with  • 
woman's  sensitiveness  from  a  direct  oSer  of  ha 
band,  "  and  can  say,  from  the  bottom  ot  ny 
heart,  tlutt  I  would  rather  trust  my  happJacM 
to  a  man  whose  truth  and  feelings  nay  b«  it- 
pended  on,  than  to  a  false-tor^uet)  hmI  aim- 
hearted  wretch  that  had  cheats  of  gold,  ud 
houses  and  lands — yea,  though  be  wen  awa 
seated  on  a  throne !" 

"  These  are  bravo  words,  Judith ;  lbey*rf  do«»- 
right  brave   words;  but  do  yon  think  thai  ibr 
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fc^ftnully  Ue  afore  Toar     If  a   e^y  ga-A.-:    ;=.   a 
■irnili  I    cost  itood  oa  ooe   atSe,  «itlt  lii  bead 
bxnelting  bke  >  deo'a  foot,  lus  &«  mtoaih  and 
(^looming  u  ymir  own,  bis  hands  sa  vtiitc  and 
>ft  as  if  God  hadn't  bestored  'cm  that  mm 
light  Ih-e  bf  the  avcat  of  lus  brov,  and  bi>  itep 
^ks  lofty  a^  «i««wing  tcacfaen  and  a  ^bt  beait 
^^^outd  make  it ;  and  on  the  other  aide  stood  one 
^Jiat  has  i^asaed  his  days  in  the  cqira  air  till  bis 
|fe4B«nhead  is  as  red  as  bis  cheek ;  had  cot  his  way 
^%iirough  swamps  and  bashes  till  his  hand  vas  as 
logged  as  the  oaks  he  slept  nnder ;   had  trodden 
Km  the  scent  of  game  till  his  step  was  as  stealthy 
die  cstamotmt's,  and  bad  no  other  {feasant 
dour  about  him  than  such  as  natur^  gives  in  the 
:  air  and  the  forest — dow,  if  both  these  men 
here,  as  suitors  for  your  feelin's,  which  do 
think  would  win  yonr  &Tour?" 
Juclitli'a  fine  face  flushed ;  for  the  picture  tbat 
Iter    compuiion  hsd  so  simply  drawn   of  a  gay 
icer  of  the  garrisons  had  once  been  particularly 
Btcful   to  her  imagination,   though  experience 
I  «nd  disappointmeot  had  not  only  chilled  all  her 
Affections,  but  ^ven  them  a  backward  current, 
and  the  passing  image  had  a  momentary  influence 
«ni  her  feelings;   but  the  mounting  colour   was 
■ooceeded  by  a  paleness  bo  deadly  as  to  make  her 
appear  ghastly. 
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"  As  God  is  my  jadge,"  tbe  f{ii1  aolemiii) 
BriBVcrcdi  "  did  both  tliCM  men  stand  Man  Dt. 
aa  I  tatty  ray  one  of  them  docs,  my  diciicc,  H I 
know  myovm  heart,  would  be  the  latter.  I  bm 
iio  wish  for  B  husband  who  is  any  way  better  tloa 
myself." 

'*  This  is  pleunnt  to  listen  to,  and  mi^  bd 
a  young  mnn  in  time  to  forget  his  own  oowod)^ 
ness,  Judith  !  However,  you  hardly  thiak  d 
that  Tiiu  my.  A  man  like  me  is  too  nult  nl 
ignorant  for  one  that  has  had  such  a  motktr  Is 
teach  her ;  varuty  is  nst'ral,  1  do  beliert ;  bM 
vanity  like  tliat  would  surpass  reosoa  I" 

"  Then  you  do  not  know  of  what  a  wdmu^ 
hcitrt  is  capable !  Rude  you  are  not,  Dccrtlqw; 
nor  can  one  be  called  ignorant  that  has  stafiil 
what  is  bc/orc  his  eyes  as  closely  as 
<lone.  When  tlte  directions  are  ooi 
things  ngipcar  in  their  pleasantest  col 
trifles  are  overlooked  or  are  forgotten.  When  tkt 
Imrt  feels  a  sunshine,  nolliing  is  gloomy,  cm 
dull-loukins  objects  seeming  gay  and  bright ;  tai 
so  it  would  be  between  you  and  tbe  woman  «ha 
should  love  you,  even  ttiough  your  wift  mij^ 
happen,  in  some  mnttcrs,  lo  possess  what  tlu 
world  cnlls  the  advantage  over  you." 

"  Judith,  you  come  of  people  altojgethcr  shim 
mine,  in  ttie  world ;  and  onequal  inaldi«a>  Ife 
oncqual  fri'ndships,  can't  oftco  tsnaioala  Uadly. 
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'  speak  of  this  matter  altogether  as  a  fiincitiil 
ibiDg,  since  it's  not  very  likely  that  you,  at  least, 
id  be  able  to  treat  it  &»  a  matter  that  ran  ever 
ae  to  pass." 

Judith  fastenei)  her  de«p  blue  eyes  on  the  open, 
nk  countenance  of  her  companion,  as  if  she 
Dutd  read  his  soul.  Nothing  tlicre  betrayed  any 
yvert  meaning,  and  she  wntt  obliged  to  admit  to 
elf  that  he  regarded  the  conversation  at  argu- 
entative  rather  than  positi\'e,  and  that  he  was 
kill  wtlhuut  any  ncti\'c  suspicion  that  her  feeUngs 
iprioniily  involved  in  the  issue.  At  first  she 
Bit  offended  ;  then  she  saw  the  injustice  of  making 
he  self-abasement  and  modesty  of  the  hunter  a 
charge  against  him ;  and  tins  novel  difficulty  gave 
B  piquancy  to  the  state  of  affairs  that  rather  in- 
creased her  interest  in  the  young  man.  At  tliat 
critica]  instant,  a  change  of  plan  Bashed  on  her 
mind,  and  with  a  readiness  of  invention  that  is 
peculiar  to  the  quick-wilted  and  ingenious,  she 
adopted  a  sehcme  by  which  she  hoped  elTcctually 
to  bind  htm  to  her  person.  This  scheme  partook 
equally  of  her  fertility  of  invention,  and  of  the 
decision  and  boldness  of  her  character.  That  the 
conrcfMition  might  not  terminate  too  abruptly, 
however,  or  any  suspicion  of  her  desigrt  eiist,  she 
answered  the  last  remark  of  Dcorelayer  as  eaniestly 
■nd  as  truly  as  if  tier  origiiiol  intention  remained 
unaltered. 

VOL.   til.  O 
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"  I  certunlT  luTe  do  nmtaa  to  boait  of  pMf 
t^e,  kfter  what  I  hsn  seen  this  night,"  auA  4l 
girl,  in  a  Baddmed  voice.  "  I  bad  a  motho',  it  a 
true ;  bat  of  ber  name,  even  I  am  iguofant :  Md 
as  for  my  &tber,  it  is  better  pcffa^ps  that  I  AaJi 
never  know  who  he  was,  lest  I  ifteak  too  Utt^ 
ofbim!" 

"  Jaditb,"  sud  Dcoalajer.  taldif  her  hu 
kindlf,  and  with  a  manly  sinoerity  that  m 
directly  to  the  giri's  heart,  "  'tis  betta  to  ny  n 
more  to-night.  Sleep  on  what  Toa've  seen  in 
felt ;  in  the  morning,  things  that  now  look  glooor 
may  look  more  cheerful.  Above  all,  never  do  ur 
thing  in  bitterness,  or  because  you  (eel  as  if  pa'' 
like  to  take  revenge  on  yourself  for  other  people' 
backslidlngs.  All  that  has  been  sud  or  doo 
atween  us,  this  night,  is  your  secret,  and  shal 
never  he  talked  of  by  me,  even  with  the  Sarpent 
and  you  may  be  sartain  if  he  can't  get  it  out  t 
me,  no  man  can.  If  your  parents  have  bee 
faulty,  let  the  darter  be  less  so ;  remember  thi 
you're  young,  and  the  youthful  may  always  hop 
tor  better  times ;  that  you're  more  quick-wine 
than  usual,  and  such  ginerally  get  the  better  a 
difficulties ;  and  that  as  for  beauty,  you're  onron 
mon  ;  this  is  an  advantage  with  all.  It  is  time  t 
get  a  httle  rest,  for  to-morrow  is  like  to  prove 
trying  day  to  some  of  us.'' 

DeersUyer  arose  as  he  spoke^  and  Judith  Iw 
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I  dioice  but  to  comply.  The  chest  was  closed 
ad  Mcurcd,  mid  they  jiarted  in  s'lleni-e;  she  to 
Etke  her  pLice  by  the  side  of  HiKt  and  Hetty,  and 
to  seek  a  Maiikel  oci  liie  tloor  of  the  cabin  lie 
ID.  It  was  not  live  minute*  ere  the  young 
was  in  a  deep  ileep ;  but  the  girl  continued 
awake  for  a  long  time.  She  sctuxw  knew  whether 
to  lament,  or  to  rejoice  at  having  failed  in  making 
herself  undentood.  On  tiic  one  haud,  were  her 
womanly  sensibilities  spared ;  on  tJie  otJier,  was 
ttie  disappointment  of  defeated,  or  at  least  of 
delayvd  expectations,  and  the  uncertainty  of  a 
fiiCarc  that  looked  so  dark.  Then  came  the  new 
resolution,  and  the  bold  project  for  the  morrow ; 
and  when  drowsine&s  finally  shut  her  eyes,  they 
ckwcd  on  a  scene  of  success  and  happiness,  that 
was  pictured  by  ihc  fancy,  under  the  inducn(«  of 
m  Mngtiine  temperament  and  a  happy  invention. 


o  2 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"But,  molber,  nnr  ■  dude  Imb pMt 
Albwut  ip;r'"^^***'  ii*ioD*  tw*i 

A  cloud  of  daAot  gloon  hu  wnpl 
Hie  remouitof  mj  brief  carcer ! 

No  toog:,  no  echo  can  1  via  { 

The  tpukUog  fonnt  hai  dried  within.* 

MASQUCT  UTIDHI- 

Hist  and  Hetty  arose  with  the  retam  of  G^ 
leaving  Judith  still  buried  in  sleep.  It  tcx^  bit 
a  minute  for  the  ^tto  complete  her  tcalet  &' 
long  coal-black  hair  was  soon  adjusted  in  aan^ 
knot,  the  cahco  dress  belted  tight  to  her  sknda 
waist,  and  her  Uttle  feet  concealed  in  thor  gaodi^ 
ornamented  moccasins.  When  attured,  sbe  kA 
her  companion  employed  in  hooaehold  aSaO, 
and  went  herself  on  the  platform,  to  breathe  te 
pure  air  of  the  morning.  Here  she  found  Clu>- 
gacbgook  studying  the  shores  of  the  lake,  dn 
mountains,  and  the  heavenB,  with  the  sagsc^" 
a  man  of  the  woods,  and  the  gravity  of  in  In- 
dian. 

The  meeting  between  the  lovera  was  aimpl^ 
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ut  aiTectionate.  The  chief  showed  a  manly  kind- 
cqunUy  remored  from  boyish  weakness  and 
;  while  the  girl  betraj-ed  in  her  smile  and 
f-nverted  looks,  the  basliAil  tendenieu  of  her 
Neither  spoke,  unleiis  it  were  with  the  eye^ 
ough  each  understood  the  other  aa  fully  as  if  ■ 
hulary  of  words  and  protestations  had  been 
poured  out.  Hist  seldom  appeared  to  more  ad- 
vantage than  at  that  moment  ;  for,  juat  from  her 
and  ablutions,  there  was  a  freshness  about 
youthful  form  and  face,  that  the  toils  of  Uie 
vood  do  not  always  permit  to  be  exhibited,  by 
eren  the  juvenile  and  pretty.  Then  JuditJi  had 
not  only  imparted  some  of  her  own  skill  in  the 
ilet  during  their  short  intercourse,  but  she  had 
actually  bestowed  a  few  wcU-sclecIed  ornaments 
£rom  her  own  stores,  that  contributed  not  a  little 
set  off  the  natural  graces  of  the  Indian  maid. 
Ail  this  the  lorer  saw  and  felt,  for  a  moment  his 
coontenaiice  was  illuminated  with  a  look  of  plea- 
sure ;  but  it  soon  grew  grave  again,  and  became 
■addencd  and  anxious.  The  stools  used  the  pre- 
vious night  were  atill  standing  on  the  platform ; 
placing  two  against  the  walls  of  the  hut,  be 
■otted  himself  on  one,  making  a  gesture  to  his 
companion  to  take  the  oUier.  This  done,  he  con- 
tinued thoughtful  and  silent  for  qmte  a  minute, 
maintaining  tlie  rcflccUng  dignity  of  one  born 
to  take  his  scat  ut  the  counciU6re,  while  Hist  was 


I  not 
Kftoili 
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.  «==::■  A  zrasEai  t-^^;.  ^  irr-,.  for  tJlis  was  tic 
=:-»  ij>±=  :t  lai  f-^  "ngae-ir.  -  TSiis  ii  the  ronn- 
^  r  "=s:  *-"'"•-'"        _:  3  ix"  rood  for  Mineoi, 

-  i.1  -^  niK  nf  ^iKC  ii.  Ci.;3a»ci.?ook.  That 
?   =s-  :«P5     SOL  le  s  :c=e  bC^ad  of  CnctaT 

ti^  -.  ;»ir  rilace*  =»  ■^rrr  iocs  u>d  crooled,  ud 
n:  ->:a^  \-v  «  ~  aaa  \  za:-'^iy  skr.  1  am  ftttaid. 
v^.    ^  -w.^i-^.»    ,c   ti^   U^iis.    thu  ve  slk>Il 

£:}C  duiE^sc-oi  'tzic  al^^aoD,  md  it  made  ha 
sai  :n.  >aci  I  Ktoi^i  ireet  to  ber  ears  to  be 
^tasrvr^i    T^  ^le   »ijn:«  sbe   so  1ot«1,  to  tlie 


.  of  her  iiAtire  woods.     Still  sUc  continued 
it,  OS   becune  her  when  the  allusion  was  to 
gnve   interest  that  men    could  best  control, 
lougb  it  eiccoded  the  power  of  education  to  con- 
ceal llie  smile  tliat  gratified  feeling  brought  to  oer 
tUy  mouth. 

"When  the  sun  is  thus,"  continued  the  Dela- 
pointing  to  the  zenith,  hf  simplj:  casting 
ipward  a  hand  and  finger  by  a  play  of  the  wrist, 
'  the  great  hunter  of  our  thhc  will  go  bock  to  llie 
iHurons,  to  be  treated  like  a  bear,  that  they  roa»t 
ind  skin,  even  on  full  stomachs." 
*'  The  (Jrcat   Spirit   may   soften   their  heaitjt 
not  suffer  them  to  be  so  bloody-minded.     I 
have  lived  amoni;  the  Ilurons,  and  know  tbem. 
hey  have  hearts,  and  will  not  forget  their  own 
liildrcn,  should  they  fall   into  the  hands  of  the 
Ddawares."  , 

■  "A  wolf  isfor  ever  howling;  a  hog  will  always 
Mkt.  They  have  lost  warriors  ;  even  tlicir  women 
■will  call  out  for  vengeance.     Tlie  palc-fuce  has  the 

eyts  of  an  eagle,  and  can  sec  into  n  Mingo's  heart ; 
be  looks  for  no  mercy.    There  is  a  cloud  over  his 
,  spirit,  though  it  is  not  before  hidi  face." 

■  A  lon^  thoughtful  pause  sueoeeded,  during 
which  Hist  stealthily  took  the  hand  of  the  chief, 
E»  if  seeking  his  support,  though  she  scarce 
Teotured  to  raise  her  eyes  to  a  countenance  that 

liU'rally  becoming  terrible^  under  the 
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,  and  stfln  resolalMa  &it  wot 

;  B  UM  DfCUt  CK    Its  OWQCf'- 

:«a  tfewnof  UncMdof*  ^(id« 
**  He  k  «  bhicC  «4  ii 

in  cooQcilT  ilwiigb  to  ycng; 
hevt  tell  lumuwiMM:  doa  Oi 
kc«l  too,ipaAtlw  auM  words  B  the  hcMi?" 

«mu£  does  nvu  l-Wah  s*^.  at  s  ■iwiit 
wImb  Bijr  dtsreat  friend  is  in  mA  iliinii  Th 
bMi  sne  tte  vwvetnt;  it  is  ilssp 
;  to  hcaifaa  to  tbctr  songs.  I  with  I  coiU 
bev  the  Wren  of  the  Woods  in  mjr  difficoltf :  '*» 
note  votdd  resdi  deeper  than  the  ear." 

Agsta  Uitt  aperineed  the  profoond 
catsoB  that  the  hngsage  of  pcuse  can 
awaken,  when  vttered  by  tboae  we  lore.  1W 
■  Hoaep«Ue  of  the  Hitts"  ma  a  term  ofta 
if  pfied  to  the  giri,  b;  the  70111^  bmh  of  At 
Hiheanii,  thoagfa  it  Berer  sowndad  so  swMi  it 
her  can,  as  &oan  the  Iqie  of  Chingachgook ;  bat 
the  latter  alone  had  ever  styled  her  the  Wten  of 
the  Woods.  With  htm,  bowerer,  it  had  go*  Is 
be  a  funifin'  phrase,  atkd  it  was  put  expnsMOi 
pleasant  to  the  ksteoer,  Mnce  it  coareyed  to  her 
mind  the  idea  that  ber  adrioe  and  aentimenu  sm 
as  acceptable  to  her  fiitote  faiasband«  as  the  tones 
of  h«r  voice  and  nodes  uf  conveying  them  weft 
ngrccabic ;  uniting  the  two  thii^  most  poaid  by 
an  Indian  ^tl^  as  eooDiog  firom  her  bcirothal^  id* 
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mlretion  for  a  Tslued  phfaical  &<Ivanta,;e,  witli 

» respect  for  her  opinion.  Sho  pressed  the  hand 
iba  held  between  both  ber  own,  and  answered— 
"Wab-ta'-Wab  aays  that  neither  she  nor  th« 
Great  Serpent  could  ever  lau^h  ngiun,  or  ever 
sleep  without  dreaming  of  tbc  llurona,  aliould  the 
Decrslayer  die  under  a  Mingo  tomahawk,  and 
tbey  do  nothing  to  save  bim.  She  would  rather 
back,  and  start  on  her  long  path  td(fn«,  than 
let  such  a  dark  cloud  pass  before  her  happiness. " 
"  Good  !  T)ic  husband  and  the  wife  will  liave 
mut  one  hcATt ;  they  will  see  with  tlic  same  eyew, 
land  fed  with  the  same fccltngi." 

Wliat  further  was  said  need  not  be  related 
here,  lliat  the  conversation  was  of  Deerslayer, 
and  his  hopes,  lias  been  seen  alreaily,  but  itie 
decision  tliat  was  eome  to,  will  better  ajipear  in 
tbe  course  of  the  narrative.  The  youlliful  piur 
were  yet  conversing  when  the  sun  appeared  above 
the  tops  of  tlie  pines,  and  tlie  light  of  a  brilliant 
American  day  streamed  down  into  Uie  valley 
■  batiiing  "  in  deep  joy"  tlie  lake,  Uie  forests  and 
the  mountain   sides.     Just  at  that  instant  Dea- 

I  slayer  came  out  of  Uie  cabin  of  tbe  ark,  and 
stepped  upon  the  platlurm.  His  first  look  was  at 
the  cloudless  heavens,  then  his  rapid  glance  took 
in  tbc  entire  ]>anorama  of  land  and  water,  when 
be  had  leisure  for  a  friendly  nod  at  his  friends, 
and  a  cheerful  aoiile  for  IlisC 
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"  Weli,"  b«    nid,   in   hta    uiiul 
manner,  and  plcuant  roioe ;  **  be  thit  mm  tkc 
son  set  in  tlic  wcjtt,  and  wakes  *arly  enough  ia  dt 
morning,  ifiJI  be  ntrtntn  to  find  bim  ooouag  bvi 
ag'in  in  the  east,  like  »  buck  that  ia  boated 
hia  lia'nta.     I  dare  say,  dot,  Hiat,  you've 
this,  time  and  ag'in,  and  yet  it  nerer  entecnl  irit 
your  gnlijtli  mind  to  ask  the  reason  ^* 

Both  Cliingacligook  and  hia  betrothed  Isobl 
up  at  the  lominary,  with  an  air  tbat  betokMaJ 
sudden  wonder,  and  tlien  they  gated  at  cs^  vAa, 
as  if  to  se^  the  solution  of  the  difficulty.  FaA- 
arity  deadens  the  sensibilities,  even 
with  the  gravest  natural  jihenomena ;  and 
Iwfore  had  these  MRiple  bdngs  tbongltt  </»■ 
qairing  into  a  muretnent  that  wa»  at  iiBj  afr- 
currenoe,  however  puzsling  it  m^t  appor  m 
investigation.  When  tbe  subject  w  thus  «!• 
denly  started,  it  stnck  both  alike,  and  at  tkt 
xnine  instant,  with  some  such  forer,  as  Mf 
new  and  brilliant  proporition  to  tb«  nl^ 
MCienccs  would  strike  tlie  scholar.  CbbigacAc"*^ 
alone  saw  lit  to  answer. 

"  The  pale-faces  know  every  thiit^*'  be  mai; 
"  can  tliey  tell  us  why  the  aun  hides  haa  bat, 
when  he  goes  back  at  nij;ht  ?'' 

"  Ay.  that  is  downnRht  rcd-sldn  I'amin*,''  i»- 
tamed  the  other,  Liughing;  though  be  was  not 
altt^ther  in.icnsible  to  the  pleasuro  uf  pmring  tte 
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superiority  of  his  race,  by  soh-ing  the  difficulty, 
irtiich  be  set  about  doing  in  hia  own  peculiar 
■mmer.  "  Harkee,  Sarpent,"  he  continued 
■MMO  gnTclf,  tfaongh  too  simply  for  affectation ; 
*  ASm  ia  eanerly  cxpluned  than  an  Indian  brain 
m^  &ncy.  Tbe  sun,  vfaile  he  seems  to  keep 
timrdliDg  in  the  heavens,  never  budges,  but  it  is 
tbe  *aith  that  turns  round ;  and  any  one  can  under- 
stand, if  he  is  placed  on  the  side  of  a  mill-wheel, 
for  instance,  when  it's  in  motion,  that  he  must 
sometimea  see  the  hearens,  while  he  is  at  other 
Cnoea  under  water.  There's  no  great  secret 
in  that,  but  plain  natur' ;  the  difficulty  being  in 
■ettiitg  the  'arUi  in  motion." 

"  How  does  my  brother  know  that  the  earth 
tnms  round  r"  demanded  the  Indian.  "  Can  he 
it?" 
"  Well,  that's  been  a  pussier  I  will  own,  Dela- 
I ;  for  I've  often  tried  bat  never  could  fairly 
make  it  oat.  Sometimes  I  've  consaited  that  I 
eonld ;  and  then  ag'in  I  *ve  been  obliged  to  own 
it  an  onposubility.  Howsever,  tarn  it  does,  sa 
all  my  people  say,  and  you  ought  to  believe  'em, 
nnce  they  can  foretell  eclipses,  and  other  prodigies, 
that  used  to  fill  die  tribes  with  terror,  according 
to  your  own  traditions  of.  such  things.'' 

"  Good.  This  is  true ;  no  red-man  ^ill  deny 
it.  When  a  wheel  turns,  my  eyes  can  see  it— 
-they  do  not  see  the  earth  tuni." 
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"  Ay,  that's  what  I  call  MOM-obttittql 
Seeing  in  belicrtng,  thcr  ny ;  and  what  tbeycii^ 
see  soitm:  men  woit*t  in  the  least  gin  atit  tt. 
NcTcrtheless,  cliief>that  isn't  quiteu  goodttMN 
u  it  inay  at  first  teem.  Yuu  bctteve  ta  the  Gtal 
Spirit,  1  know ;  and  yet,  I  ooodude,  it  mtii 
puxztc  you  to  show  where  you  ncc  him  P" 

"  Chingnctigook  can  see  Him  eierywhew- 
ercrywlicrc  in  gtMtd  things— the  Evil  Spirit  in  ki 
Here,  in  the  Inke ;  there,  in  the  forest ;  yondtr,k 
the  clouds:  in  Hist,  in  the  son  of  Umm,  ii 
Tamcnund,  in  I)cersb)-er.  The  Evil  Spirit  b  it 
tlic  Mingos.  Tliat  I  know ;  I  do  not  tee  tW 
earth  turn  round." 

"  I  don't  wonder  tliey  call  you  the  Satfat, 
Delaware ;  no,  1  don't !  There's  always  a  not- 
ing in  your  words,  and  there's  often  a  meaaaig  il 
your  countenance,  too  1  NotwithsUndtng  you 
answers  doesn't  quite  meet  my  i<lce.  Thst  Q«d 
is  observable  iit  iill  nst'ral  objects  is  ollowaUt ; 
but  tlien  he  is  not  parccptible  in  the  way  1  ohm* 
i'ou  know  there  is  a  Great  Spirit  by  his  votbt 
and  the  pole-faces  know  tliat  the  'artb  tn 
round  by  its  works.  This  is  the  reason  of  dN 
matter,  thoujch  how  it  is  to  he  explained,  b  w 
than  I  can  exactly  tell  you.  This  1  know :  oil  isy 
people  consait  that  fact;  and  what  aU  the  |«k> 
iaocs  consait,  is  very  likely  to  be  tnte.*' 

"  When  the  sun  is  in  the  top  of  that  pioe  W- 
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irrow,    where    will     my    brother    Dccrslaycr 
t" 

The  hunter  started,  and  he  looked  intently, 
ttgh  totally  without  alsrin  ot  liis  friend.  Tlien 
si^cd  for  him  to  follow,  and  led  the  way  into 
ark,  where  he  might  pursue  the  subject  un- 
■d  by  those  whose  feelings  he  feared  might 
the  mastery  over  their  reason.  Here  he 
1,  and  pursued  the  conrcrsatioa  in  a  more 
lentiid  tone. 
*  Twns  a  little  onrcasonsblo  in  you,  Sarpent," 
said,  "  to  bhng  up  such  a  subject  afore  Hiit^ 
d  when  the  young  woman  of  ray  owo  colour 
[tniftht  overhear  what  was  said.  Yes,  'twas  a 
)e  more  onreasonahle  timn  most  things  t)uit 
<a  do.  No  matter;  Hist  didn't  comprehend, 
mnd  the  other  didn't  hear.  Howscver,  the  ques- 
tion is  easier  put  than  answered.  No  mortal  can 
say  where  he  will  be  when  the  sun  rises  to- 
morrow. I  will  ask  you  the  same  question,  Sar- 
pent, and  shuidd  Uke  to  hear  what  answer  yon 
can  give." 

"  Chingachgook  will  be  with  his  friend  Dcer- 
alaycr;  ifhc  be  in  the  land  of  spuits,  the  Great 
Serpent  will  crawl  at  hia  side ;  if  beneath  yonder 
sun,  iu  warmth  and  hght  shall  fall  on  both." 

*'  I  understand  you,  Delaware,"  returned  the 
other,  touched  with  tiic  simple  self-devotion  of 
bis  friend,     *'  Such   language  is  as  plain  in  otui 
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tongue  AS  in  nnotlter ;  it  comes  from  the  bait, 
uid  goes  bi  t)i«  heart,  too.  Tut  wdl  to  ihak  », 
«nd  it  may  be  well  to  wy  so,  for  that  mattcf,  bat 
it  would  not  be  well  to  <fe  ao,  SsTpetiL  You  in 
no  longer  alone  in  life ;  for,  though  Tou  ban  ik 
lodgn  to  change,  and  other  cerentooica  Is  p 
through,  afore  Hist  becomes  your  latrfal  wije,  ftt 
are  yoa  as  good  as  married  in  atl  that  bewi  «a 
the  feeltn's,  and  joy,  and  misery.  No,  do: 
must  not  be  desarted,  because  a  cloud  is 
atn-een  you  and  ma  a  little  onexpectcdiy,  uA  • 
little  darker  than  we  may  have  looked  for.'' 

"  Hist  is  a  dnu^-hter  of  ibe  Mohtcaiu;  ik 
knows  how  to  obey  her  husband.  Where  bt  goes 
fthe  will  follow.  Bolk  will  be  with  the  Utat 
Hunter  of  the  Delawares,  when  the  bod  ahallb* 
in  the  |Mne  to-innrrow." 

"The  Lord  bless  and  protect  yoo,  ddrf; 
this  is  downright  madness !  Can  either,  or  boA 
of  you  alter  a  Mingo  nator' ?  Will  your  gnnd 
looks,  or  Uist's  tears  and  bcautj-,  change  a  wotf 
into  a  squirrel,  or  make  a  catamount  as  ioMMtat 
as  a  fa'an !  No,  Sarpcnt,  yon  H-ill  think  betttf  of 
this  matter,  and  leave  me  in  the  hands  of  GoA 
Af^er  all,  it's  by  no  means  saitain  that  tfaewiap 
design  the  torments,  for  they  may  yet  b«  pitiM. 
and  bethink  them  of  tlic  wickedness  vi  aacfc  a 
course ;  though  it  is  but  a  hopeless  expecUtiMita 
look  forward  to  a  Mingo's  toming  aside  from  enC 
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ud   lelting  marcy  get    oppcroiost  in  hi*  hCMftt 

Kererthelcss,  ik)  one  knows  to  a  sartatnty  what 
will  luijipen ;  and  young  creatur's  like  lliat  ar'n't 
to  be  risked  on  onsartainties.  This  marrying  is 
•Itogetber  a  diifcrcnt  un()iTtakin<;  fnitn  what  soine 
jouag  fDcn  fancy.  Nuw,  if  you  was  single,  or  m 
good  «a  single,  Delaware,  I  should  expect  yoa  to 
be  Actyve  and  stirring  «l>out  tli«  camp  of  the  va- 
gnds,  JTom  sunrise  to  sunset,  sarcumrenting, 
contriving,  as  restless  as  a  hound  off  th« 
It,  and  doing  all  manner  of  things  to  help  mc 
ad  to  distract  tli«  inimy ;  but  two  ore  oftener 
ebler  tlian  one,  and  we  must  take  things  as  they 

and  not  as  we  want  'cm  to  be/' 
"  Listen,  Deeralaycr,"  returned  the  Indian,  with 
emphasis  so  decided,  as  to  show  how  much  he 
in  earnest.  "  If  Chingttcligouk  was  in  the 
liaads  of  the  ilurons,  what  would  my  pale-faoe 
brother  do  f  Sneak  off  to  tlic  Delaware  villagea, 
and  say  to  the  chiefs,  and  old  men,  and  young 
waniora — 'See;  here  is  Wah-ta !-\Vah ;  sthc  in 
Mife,  but  a  little  tired ;  and  here  is  the  Son  of 
Unetu,  not  aa  tired  as  the  Honeysuckle,  being 
■tronger,  but  just  as  safe.'  Would  he  do  this  ?'* 
"  Well,  tliat'a  oncommon  ingcn'ous ;  it's  cun- 
ning enough  lor  a  Mingo  himself.  The  Lord  only 
10W8  what  put  it  into  your  head  to  ask  xuch  u 
ion.  Wiat  would  I  do  i  Wiy,  in  the  first 
Uist  wouldn't  be  likely  to  be  in  my  com- 
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pany  nt  all,  for  she  would  stay  as  nc&r  yoa  u 
ftiblc,  Bnd  therefore  nil  that  part  ftbout  htr  cooU'i 
be   sDid  without  talking   nonseiisc.     A«  far 
being  tired,  that  would   f«U  Miruugh,  too^ 
didn't  go,  and  no  part  of  your  si»eech 
likely  to  come  fVom  me :   so   you   mc, 
reaxon  is  ag'in   you,  and  you  may  u  well 
np,  since  to  holil  out  a;*in  reason  i>  no  w«y 
ootuing   u   chief  of  your  character    axMl 
tion." 

**  My  brother  is  not  bimwlf ;  he  foists 
is  talking  to  one  who  li&s  sat  at  tlie  council 
bix  nation,"  returned  the  other  kindly.    " 
men  sjienk,  Iliey  should  say  that  which  don 
go  in  at  one  side  of  tlie  head  and  out  at  the 
Their  words  shouldn't  be  feathers,  so  lig 
wind,  which  docs  not  ruffle  tlie  water, 
tlieni  away.     He  has  not  answered  my  qnestJi 
when  a  chief  puts  a  question  his  friend  ahooU 
talk  of  other  things." 

"  I  understand  you  Delaware ;  I  undi 
well  enough  what  you  mean,  and  truth  woat  all 
me  to  say  otherwise.  Still,  it's  not  as  tuj 
miHwer  as  you  seem  to  think,  for  this  plain 
You  wish  toe  to  say  wliat  I  would  do,  if  1 
lietrothed  as  you  have  here,  on  the  Ukr, 
fri'nd  yonder  in  tins  Huron  camp  in  doi^tf 
the  torments.    That's  it,  isn't  il^* 

The  Indian  bowed  his  head  ulently,  and  si 
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,  unmoTcil  gntTity,  though  Jiis  cfC  twiokled  at 
:  ught  oftlic  oUter's  ciubairassmenk 
I  **  Well.  1  never  bad  a  betrothed ;  never  hod  Um 
of  fcclin's  towards  Bny  young  woman,  tliat 
}u  have  towards  HUt;  though  the  Lord  knows 
feehii's  are  kin<l  enough  towards  'em  all. 
my  hcait,  as  they  call  it,  in  such  matters 
n't  touched,  and  therefore  I  can't  say  nliat  I 
aiild  do.  A  fri'iid  pull.t  strong ;  iltat  1  know  by 
''enoc,  Sarpent;  but,  by  all  that  I've  seen 
and  heard  consaniing  love,  I'm  led  to  think  that  a 
^ctrotbed  pulls  stronger.'* 

I  **  True,  but  tlie  betrothed  of  Chingachgook 
■pea  not  pull  towards  the  lodges  of  the  DeUwarcs; 
■be  {lulls  towards  the  camji  uf  the  Hurona.'' 

'*  tjhe's  a  noble  gul,  fur  all   her  tittle  feet  and 

ftuds  tltat  an'c  bigger  than  »  child's,  and  a  voice 

BBt^s  aa  pleasant  as  a  mocker's ;   she's  a  noble 

fid,  and  Ukc  Dig  stock  of  her  sires  I     Well,  what 

it,  Sarpcnt  t  for  1  conclude  she  hasn't  changed 

er  mind,  and  mean  to  give  herself  up,  and  turn 

luron  wife.     What  is  it  you  want?" 

"  Wah-ta!-Wah  will  never  live  in  the  wijfwom 

on  Iroquois,"  answered   the   iidaware,  drily. 

She  has  little  feet,  but  they  con  carry  her  to 

the  villages  of  her  people ;   she  has  small  luinds, 

too,  but  her  mind  is  large.     My  brutlier  vrill  see 

what  wc  can  do  when  tlic  time  shall  come,  rather 

KD  let  him  die  under  Mingo  torments," 
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"  Attempt  nuthing  Itecdleaaljr,  Ddtwm," 
tl>e  other,  cnrntstly ;  **  I  mippose  50a 
will  have  your  wajr ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
you   should  ;  for  you'd  ncitlier  be  )iapl>f. 
something  was  undertaken.     Buc  attempt: 
lieedleady.     1  dida't  expect  you'd   quit  the  I 
white  my   matter  remained    in   uiisartaioty ; 
remember,  Sarpent,  thnt  no  torments  that 
ingenuity  can  invent,  tto   ta'ntings  and 
no  burnini;s  and  roastings,  and  nail 
any  other  onhuman    contrivance,    ran 
break  down  my  spirit,  as  to  find   iliac 
Hist  have  fallen  into  tlw  power  uf  the  ineiiiy, 
striving  to  do  something  for  my  good." 

'"  The  Delaware))  nre  prudent.     The  Dccnla; 
will  not  find  them  running  into   a   stnui{e 
with  tlieir  eyes  shut." 

Here  the  dialogae  terminated.  Hetty 
announced  Uint  the  breakfast  was  ready,  and 
whole  party  were  soon  seated  nruund  tbe 
hoard  in  the  usual  primiti^'e  manner  of 
Judith  was  the  last  to  take  her  scut,  pale» 
and  betraying  in  her  countenance  tint  sba 
passed  a  painful  if  not  a  sleepless  ntgbt.  .\t  I 
meal  »«atce  a  syllable  was  exchanged,  aO 
females  manifesting  want  of  appetite,  tiMmgh  I 
two  men  were  uiicliangcd  in  this  parttealar. 
was  early  when  tbe  party  arose,  and  tbarv 
remained  sevenl  hours  before  it  would  b« 
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for  the  prisoDfir  to  leave  hu  fnends.  The 
rledgc  of  this  circumstance  and  the  iutcrcst 
lit  in  his  welfare,  induced  the  whole  to  aa- 
lie  on  the  platform  again,  in  the  desire  tu  be 
tbe  csiKctcd  victim,  to  listen  to  Iits  discourse, 

if  posiiblv,  to  show  their  interest  in  him  by 
Ipating  liii  wishes.  Deerslnyer,  himHcIf,  so 
m  human  eyes  could  penetrat*.-,  wus  wholly 
wed,  conversing  cheerfully  and  natunlly, 
[h  he  avoided  any  direct  alluuon  to  the  ex- 
id  and  great  event  of  the  day.  If  any  evi- 
S  could  be  diiicovered  of  his  thoughts  revert- 

0  tlint  painful  subject  at  all,  it  wm  in  the 
\et  in  wliicli  he  spoke  of  death  and  the  last 
diange. 

Btrieve  not,  Hetty,"  he  mid ;  for  it  was  while 
•ling  this  aim  pie*  minded  girl  for  the  loss  of 
nrents  that  he  thus  betrayed  his  feelings ; 
Ic  God  has  appointed  that  all  must  die.  Your 
its,  or  them  you  fancied  your  parents,  wliich 
)  some  thing,  have  gone  afore  you ;  this  is 
In  the  onlcr  of  natur',  my  good  gal,  for  the 
go  first  and  the  young  follow.     But  one  tliat 

1  mother  like  your'n,  Hetty,  c»n  be  at  no 
0  hope  tJic  t>esti  as  to  how  matters  will  turn 
n  aootlier  world.  Tlie  Delaware,  here,  and 
believe  in  happy  hunting-grounds,  and  have 
be&tting  their  notions  and  gifts,  as  red-skins ; 

who  are  of  white  blood,  hold  altogether 
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to  «  different  doctrine.  Still,  I  rather 
our  heaven  is  tlieir  land  of  spirits,  and  tiat  te 
path  which  leads  to  it  will  be  tnTcDcd  by 
colours  alike.  I'ta  onpossible  for  tbe  wkM  M 
enter  on  it,  I  will  allow ;  but  Iri'ods  can 
be  separated,  though  they  arc  ttot  of  the 
race  on  'arth.  Ke^p  up  your  ^lirilai 
Hetty,  and  look  forward  to  the  day 
will  meet  your  mother  og^in,  and  tliat 
pain  or  sorrowing." 

"  I  do  expect  to  see  mother.'*  returned 
truth-telling  and  simple  girl,  "  but  wbM 
become  of  fother  ?" 

"That's  a  noti-plosser,  nclaware,**  aid 
hunter,  in  tbe  Indian  dialect — "  yes,  that  is 
dow-nnglit  non^plusser !  The  Muikrat  was  not 
saint  on  'artli,  and  it's  Air  to  gness  bc'U  not 
much  of  one  hereafter  >  Howsevcr,  Hetty," 
dropping  into  the  Kngliith  by  an  m*y 
**  bowiicver,  Hetty,  we  must  nil  hope  for  tbe 
Tliat  is  wiscHt,  and  it  is  murh  the  eaneat  n 
mint)  if  one  can  only  do  it.  1  reoommeiid 
trusting  to  (iod,  and  puttiitg  down  all 
and  faint-hearted  feelin's.  It's  wonderfol,  Jl 
how  different  people  hare  different  notions 
the  fulur',  some  ftneying  one  change,  and 
fancying  anuthcr.  IVe  known  white  te*cb< 
have  tliouj;lit  all  was  spirit,  hereafter  t  and 
ag'in,  tliat  belicred  tbe  body  will  be 
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fttioUier  world,  mucli  as  ttie  rad-akins  them> 
inuigiiie,  and  that  wc  shall  wnik  about  ia 
flesh  and  know  each  other,  and  ta.\k  together, 
be  fri'nda  there  ss  we've  been  fri'nda  hero." 
y*  Which  of  these  opinions  \»  most  pleasing  to 
K,  Dcerslayer  i"  asked  the  girl,  willing  to  io- 
lulgc  his  melancholy  mootl,  and  far  from  being 
from  its  induencc  licrsclf.  "  Would  it  be 
cable  to  think  tliat  you  should  meet  oU 
arc  iiov  on  this  platform  in  another  world  ? 
bare  you  known  enough  of. us  here,  to  b« 
to  soe  UH  nu  more  ?" 
'  The  last  would  make  death  r  bitter  portion ; 
it  would.  It's  eight  good  years  since  the 
nt  and  I  began  to  hunt  together,  and  the 
thought  that  wc  were  never  to  meet  og'in,  would 
be  B  hard  thought  to  mc.  He  looks  forward  to 
tbe  time  when  wc  shall  chase  a  sort  of  spirit-deer 
in  company  on  plains  where  there's  no  thorns,  or 
bramljles,  or  mandies,  or  other  liard»htps  to  ovcr^ 
^ne ;  w)>creas,  I  can't  fall  into  all  these  notions, 
BCeing  thai  they  itppenr  to  be  ng'in  rcofioii.  Spirits 
cwi't  eat*  nor  have  they  any  use  fur  clotlics  ;  and 
deer  can  only  rightfully  be  chiued  to  be  slain,  or 
alftin,  unless  it  be  for  the  venison,  or  tlie  hides. 
Now  I  6nd  it  hard  to  suppose  that  blesxed  spirits 
can  be  put  to  chasing  game  without  an  object, 
tormenting  the  dumb  animals  just  for  the  plea- 
sore  and  agrccablenoss  of  their  own  amusements. 
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I  never  yet  palled  n    trigger  on    buck  or  iat, 
Judith,  unless  wlten  food  or  clotbes  ww  vsnote' 
**  Tlic  reoollection  uf  wliidi,  Decrilayp,  mvm 
ooT  he  a  great  contolAtton  to  yoa." 

"  It  is  tJie  ttiouglit  of  sucti  thin^  my  fri^kdi, 
thkt  enables  a  man  to  keep  his  foHoa|k  k 
might  he  done  withuut  it,  I  own ;  for  ibe 
red-skins  soDDctiinca  do  tlietr  datr  in  tbts 
but  it  makes  that  which  might  othcrwue  be  k>fl 
easy,  if  not  altogether  to  (»ur  bking.  >atiii| 
truly  mokes  a  hol<ler  lieart,  than  a  light  vm- 
scieiiee." 

Juditli  turned  paler  than  erer,  but  abo  itiq|^ 
for  self- c<mi mam),  and  succeeded  in  oblainiag  iL 
The  conflict  liad  been  serere,  bovrcrcr,  and  it  U 
her  so  little  disposed  to  speak,  tbat  llctly  p«> 
sued  tlie  subject.  Th»  was  clone  in  tJte  siafil 
manner  naluml  to  tlie  girl. 

"  It  would  be  cruet  to  kill  tlic  poor  dctr,"  iIm 
•aidj  "  in  this  world,  or  any  other,  when  JOT 
don't  want  their  venison,  nr  their  bUdl  S* 
good  white-man,  and  no  good  red-ioan  «oaU4> 
it.  But  it's  wicked  for  a  Christian  to  laUt  aboil 
chasing  any  thing  in  heaveD.  Such  tbinp  mb 
not  done  before  the  fsco  of  God,  and  the  ■■»• 
aionary  that  teaches  these  doctrinra  cant  be  a 
true  missionary.  lie  roust  he  a  wulf  fa>  dMcp'l 
clothing.  I  suppose  you  know  wbat  a  abetp  b, 
Decrelaycr  f" 
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"  That  I  do,  gal ;  and  a  useful  creatar'  it  is,  to 
■ach  M  like  cloths  better  than  skins,  for  winter 
guments.  I  understand  the  nator'  of  sheep, 
though  I've  had  but  httle  to  do  with  'em ;  and 
tiie  natur'  of  wolves  too,  and  can  take  the  idee  of  a 
wolf  in  the  fleece  of  a  sheep,  though  I  think  it 
•nmld  be  likely  to  prove  a  hot  jaeket  for  such  a 
beut,  in  the  warm  months !" 

"  And  sin,  and  hypocrisy  are  hot  jackets,  as 
fby  will  find,  who  put  them  on,"  returned  Hetty, 
pcwitiTely ;  "  so  the  wolf  would  be  no  worse  off 
than  the  sinner.  Spirits  don't  hunt,  nor  trap,  nor 
fiibf  nor  do  any  thing  that  vain  men  undertake, 
RDce  they've  none  of  the  longings  of  this  world 
bo  feed.  Oh  !  mother  told  me  all  that  years  ago, 
BOd  I  didn't  wish  to  hear  it  denied." 

"  Well,  my  good  Hetty,  in  that  case  you'd 
better  not  broach  your  doctrine  to  liist  when 
■he  and  you  are  alone,  and  the  young  Delaware 
muden  is  inclined  to  talk  religion.  Ifs  her  fixed 
ide^  I  know,  that  the  good  warriors  do  nothing 
but  hunt  and  fish  in  the  other  world,  though  X 
don't  beUeve  that  she  fancies  any  of  thtm  are 
Inought  down  to  trapping,  which  is  no  empl'y- 
Dient  fur  a  brave.  But  of  hunting  and  fishing 
aocordin'  to  her  notion,  they've  their  fill ;  and 
that,  too,  over  the  most  agrecablest  hunting- 
pounds,  and  among  game  that  is  never  out  of 
aeaaon,  and  which  is  just  actyve  and  insljnc^rve 
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enoagh  to  gire  «  ple&sare  to  death.  So  1 
voaldn't  reooramend  it  to  you  to  itkit  Ilut 
on  tliat  idee.'* 

"  Hist  can't  be  m  wicked  m  to  believe  uj'  oA 
thing,"  returned  the  other  earnestly.  "  No  late 
hunts  after  be  is  dead." 

"  No  wicked  Indian,  I  grant  you ;  no  tiAtt 
Indian,  sartoinlf.  He  is  o))liged  to  carr^  ^ 
ammunition  and  to  look  on  without  &hahD(  ■ 
thi:  sport,  and  to  cook,  and  to  Hgbt  the  ttt%, 
and  to  do  everything  that  isn't  manful.  Nv* 
mind ;  I  don't  (ell  you  thes«  arc  my  idees.  boi 
they  arc  Hilt's  idees,  and,  therefore,  for  the  Mir 
of  peace,  the  less  you  say  to  her  agin  'em  I^ 
better." 

"  .^nd  what  are  your  ideas  of  the  fate  uT  ■» 
Indian  in  the  oUicr  world  V  demanded  Jndilii. 
who  had  jurt  found  her  voice. 

"  Ah  1  gal,  any  thing  but  that  1  1  am  IM 
fhristianised  to  expect  any  thing  so  tancifbl  ■ 
hunting  and  fishing  after  deatli ;  nor  do  I  bcfitn 
there  is  one  Manitou  for  the  red-«ktn.  ad 
another  for  a  pale-isce.  Ton  find  diArfrnt  » 
lours  on  'artli,  as  any  one  may  s«e,  bat  yoa  deaft 
find  diflcrvnt  natur's.  Different  gifts,  but  odf 
one  nalur'." 

"  In  what  is  a  gift  different  from  a  natan! 
Is  not  nature  itself  a  gift  from  God  r** 

"Snrlain;  that's    qmvk-thougbted  and  ocdll* 
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•bici  Judith,  tliougli  the  maiti  idve  is  wrong.  A 
natur'  la  the  creutur'  iUelf;  tU  wishes,  wants, 
and  TeeUn'a,  as  all  are  bom  in  him.  This 
itur'  nerer  can  Ik  clianged  in  tlie  main,  though 
,  maj  uttdvrgo  Home  inirrcase  or  lessening.  Now, 
come  of  sarcam stances.  Thus,  if  jrou  put 
.  man  in  n  town,  he  gets  town  gifts ;  in  a  art- 
cnt,  settlement  gifts;  in  a  forest,  gifts  of 
woods.  .\  soldier  has  soldierly  gifts,  and  a 
nonary,  preadiing  gifts.  AH  tbe«e  incrcaiv: 
strengthen,  until  tliey  get  to  fortify  nator*  as 
might  be,  and  excuse  a  tlinusand  acts  and 
Still  tl>e  creatur*  is  the  Banw  at  tho 
am  ;  just  as  a  mati  who  is  clad  in  regtnient«]s 
the  same  as  the  man  that  is  clnd  in  skins. 
garments  make  a  change  to  the  eye,  and 
ae  change  in  the  conduet  perltaps;  but  none 
tlte  man.  Herein  lies  the  apology  for  gifts; 
in'  that  you  expect  dilTerent  conduct  from  one 
silks,  and  salins,  from  one  in  homespun : 
the  Lord  who  didnt  make  the  dresses, 
who  made  the  freator's  themselTcs,  looks 
ily  at  his  own  work.  This  isn't  n'al  mis- 
doctrine,  but  it's  as  near  it  as  a  man 
'  while  colour  need  be.  Ah'a  me  1  little  did  I 
Htnk  to  \>c  talking  of  such  matters  to-day,  but  it's 
of  our  weaknesses  never  to  know  what  will 
te  to  pass.  Step  into  the  ark  with  me,  Judith, 
for  a  minute.  I  wish  to  oouTarse  with  yotL" 
VOI.   111.  u 
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JudiUi  complted  with  a  wtlUngneM  abc  eoM 
scuve  conceal.  Following  the  liunter  inio  it* 
oibin,  die  took  a  scat  on  astooU  while  th«  fti9B% 
man  brought  Killdccr,  the  rifle  she  had  givia 
hira*  out  of  a  comer,  and  placed  bimKlf  «■ 
another  vnth  the  weapon  laid  upon  kn  InMia. 
After  turning  the  piece  round  and  round,  mi 
examining  its  lock  and  itx  lircrch  with  a  tort  tl 
BfTecttonate  annduity,  be  biid  it  down  and  pn-  I 
ccedcd  to  the  subject  which  hod  induced  bin  ■ 
desire  the  interview. 

"  1  undentood  yoo,  Judith,  CD  aay  tbtf  j» 
gave  me  this  rifle,"  he  said.  **  I  agreed  to  bka 
it  becaune  a  young  woman  can  have  qo 
use  for  Gre-urms.  The  we'pon  haa  a  gteai 
and  it  deaarves  it,  and  ought  uf  right  to  be  ov 
ried  by  some  known  and  sure  hand,  for  the  bat 
reputation  may  be  lost  by  careless  and  thotq^ 
less  handling." 

"  Can   it  be  in  better    hands  than   tham  h 
whidi   it  is  now,  Dcerslaj-cr  ?     Thontaa   HaOV 
seldom  missed  with  it:  with  you,  it  nmjt 
out  to  be—" 

"  Sartain  death  ["*  interrupted  the  hwum, 
laughing.  "  I  once  knuw'd  a  bearer-nun  IImI 
had  a  piece  he  called  by  that  rerr  name,  Int 
'twas  all  boastfulness,  for  I've  seen  DrUwam 
that  werv  na  true  mtJi  arrows  at  •  short  mgc. 
Howsever,  I'U  not  deny  my  giftr— fw  Itit'at 
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Jnditl),  and  not  nBlur* — but  111  not  Aeaj 
■  g^fts,  and  Uicrcforc  ntlow  tliat  the  riilc  couldn't 
be  in  Iwttcr  hands  tlinn  it  is  at  present, 
hovr  long  will  it  be  likely  to  remain  there } 
en  wi,  tiie  truth  may  be  said,  though  I 
aaldn't  like  to  Imve  it  kiiuv,-n  to  the  Sarpeiit 
Hiat;  but  to  i/ou  the  truth  may  bespoken, 
t/Qttr  feclin'a  will  not  be  as  likely  to  bo 
ciitcd  by  it  oh  ttiosc  uf  them  tliat  huve 
me  longer  and  better,  liow  long  am  1 
to  own  tills  rifle,  or  any  other?  That  ts 
fseriouf  question  for  our  tlmuglits  to  rest  on, 
should  tbat  happen  which  is  au  likely  to 
en,  Killdecr  would  be  without  an  owner." 
f>Jadith  listened  with  ■])parent  composure, 
lioiigh  the  conflict  within  came  near  oveqiower- 
ing  her.  Appreciating  the  singular  eliurueter  of 
ber  o>mpaiiion,  however,  she  micceeded  in  np- 
peuiiig  calm ;  though,  had  not  his  attention  been 
drawn  exdusively  to  the  ride,  a  man  of  his  keen- 
of  observation  could  scarce  hare  failed  to 
the  agony  of  mind  with  which  Che  girl 
hearkened  to  his  words.  Her  great  soK- 
imand,  notwitlistanding,  enabled  her  to  pursue 
subject  in  a  way  still  to  deceive  him. 
.  *'  \\'hiit  would  you  have  rae  do  nith  the  wea- 
pon," she  asked,  "  should  that  which  you  seem 
expecl,  take  place  ?'' 
!  **  Thitt's  just  what  1  wanted  to  speak  to  you 
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about,  Joditb — tliat's  jost  it.    TboK'a  OiingMk- 
gDok,  now,  though  &r   from  lieing  perfect  i^ 
Uinty  with  b  rifle — for  feir  red-skios  em 
to  l)«  tkat — tliough   far  from  being  perivet 
taint)-,    he    is   res|)ectablc,    and   is    comin; 
NerertlielcM,  he  ti  my  fri'nd ;  and  all  tfac 
(n'nd,  periuipit,  because  tltere  nerer  can  be 
hard  feehn's  atween  us,  toachiii'  our  gift*  i 
bein'  red,  and  mine  beiii'  nltugpther  white. 
I  should  like  to  leave  Killdcer  to  the 
shuuld  any  thing  happen  to  keep  me  frooi 
credit  and  honour  to  your  precious  gift,  J 

"  I^ave  it  to  whom  you  please,    D«erdi! 
the  rifle  is  your  own,  to  du  with  as  you 
Chiiigadigook  shall  have  it,  ehauld  you  ncnr  l^ 
turn  to  claim  it,  if  that  l>c  your  wish.'* 

**  Has  Hi-tty  been  consulted  in  ifais  aOM^ 
Properly  goes  from  the  parent  to  the  diiUn 
and  nut  to  one  child  in  partic'lnr." 

"  If  you  place  your  right  on  that  of  Utfhft 
DeersUyer,  1  fear  none  of  us  can  claim  to  t>^ 
owner.  Thomas  Iluttcr  vas  no  mure  tlw  1^ 
of  Esther,  than  he  was  the  fatlier  of  Jmhth.  ^ 
ditb  and  Esther  ve  are,  truly,  having  no  i^ 
name." 

"  There  may  be  law  b  that,  hut  tlwre'*  • 
great  rttison,  gal.  Accordin*  to  the  coslooi  d* 
niilics,  tlie  goods  arc  your'n,  and  there'ioo' 
here  to  gainsay  it.     If  Hvtty  would  only  uj  ^ 
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iia  willing,  atf  mind  woald  \x  quite  at  ease  in 

matter.     It's  true,  Judith,  tliat   jrour  sister 

neither  your  beauty  nor  your  wit ;  but  we 

aould  ix  the  tenderest  of  the  rights  and  welfare 

'  the  mont  weok-mmded.** 

The  girl  made  no  amwer;  but  placing  herself 
at  a   window,  she  sammoned  her  siiter  to  her 
lidc.     When  the  qurslion  was  put  to  Hetty,  hei 
gple- minded  and  niTt-cttonate  nature  cl>ccrfully 
ented  to  tlie  proposal  to  confer  on  DeeraUyer 
full   right   of  ownership  to  the  much-coveud 
Hfle-     I'he  latter  now  seemed  perfectly   happy, 
tlie  time  l>eing  at  least ;  and  after  again  ex^ 
ling  and  re-exaouning  his  prize,  he  expressed 
detercuination  to  put  its  mcriu  to  a  practical 
St  bctore  he  left  the  spot.     No  boy  could  bare 
more  eager  to  exhibit  the  qualities  of  bis 
impet,  or  his  cross-bow,  than  this  simple  fo- 
yrM  to  prove  those  of  his  rifie.     Kciuniing 
the  platform,  he  first  took  the  Delaware  aside, 
1  informed  him  that  this  celebrated  piece  waa 
<  become  his  property,  in  the  event  of  any  thing 
belling  himself. 
This  is  a  new  reason  why  you  should  be 
ff  Sarpeut,  and  not  run  into  any  oncalculatol 
the  hunter  added,  "  for  it  will  be  a  sie- 
of  itself  to  a  tribe,  to  own  such  a  piece  M 
I !  The  Mingos  will  tunj  green  with  enry;  and, 
u  ntor^  tbey  will  not  Tetttor*  beedlcs4j 
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near  »  Tillage  where  it  is  known  to  be  kept  b  I' 
look  wdl  to  it,  Ddnrar^  and  reniember  Art 
you've  now  to  watch  over  a  thing  that  hai  iB  fle 
valie  of  a  creatur*  without  its  failin'a.  Hiit  xmj 
be,  and  should  be  predoaa  to  jon,  but  KiIUmi 
will  hare  the  lore  and  veoention  ofyaariAab 
people." 

"  One  rifle  like  another,  Deeralayer,"  Rtmii 
the  Indian  in  English,  the  langusge  and  )ij 
the  other,  a  little  hart  at  his  friend'*  law«ni{ 
his  betrothed  to  the  level  of  a  gun.  "AllkiB; 
all  wood  and  iron.  Wife  dear  to  heart;  lifle 
good  to  shoot." 

"  And  what  is  a  man  in  the  woods  witboot 
something  to  shoot  with  ? — a  miserable  trai^t 
or  a  forlorn  broom  and  basket  maker  at  tbe 
best.  Such  a  man  may  hoe  com,  and  keep  aool 
and  body  together,  but  be  can  never  knov  tbe 
savoury  morsels  of  venison,  or  tell  a  bear's  hsm 
from  a  hog's.  Come,  my  fri'nd,  such  another 
occasion  may  never  offer  ag'in,  and  I  feel  a 
strong  craving  for  a  trial  with  this  celebnted 
piece.  You  shall  bring  out  your  own  rifle,  and 
I  will  just  sight  Killdeer  in  a  careless  way,  in 
order  that  we  may  know  a  few  of  its  seaet 
vartues." 

As  this  proposition  served  to  rebeve  tbe 
thoughts  of  the  whole  party  by  gi"ng  them 
a  new  direction,  while  it  was  likely  to  prodoce 
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unpleuaiiC  result,    every  one  was  n-illing  to 
gtter  into  it ;    tlie  girh  tirittgiiig  fortli  Uic  fire- 
is  with  an  alacrity  horderiiig  oil  clieerfuln««s. 
aU«r's  armoury  was  well  supphed,  poxsesKtDif 
reral  rifles,  all  of  which  were  Iiahituaily  kept 
1,  in  readiness  to  meet  any  sudden  demand 
use.     Oi)  the  present  occasion,  it  only 
lined  to  freshen  the  priming,   and  each  piece 
in  a  state  for  service.    This  was  soon  done, 
asrisled  in  it,  the  females  being  as  expert 
part  of  the  system  of  defence,    as  thdr 
ie  cnmpaniuns. 
J»ow,    Sarpent,    we'll  begin   in  an   humble 
using  old   Tom's   commoners    first,    and 
ling    to    your  we'pon   and    Killdeer  as    tiie 
ng-up  obxerrations,"    said   Ueerslayer,  de- 
to  be  agiun   wenpon  in   hnnd,   ready  to 
his  skill.     "  Here's   birds  in  abundance, 
ae  in,  and  some  over  the  lake,  and  tiiey  keep 
just   a  good  range,    hovering  round  the  hut. 
your  mind,  Delaware,  and  p'lnt  out  the 
you    wish    to    alarm.      Here'    a    diver 
est  in,   off  to   the   eastward,    and   that's   a 
fttur*  that  buries  itself  at   tlie  Hash,  and  will 
like  enough  to  try  both  piece  and  powder." 
rhingiichgook  was  a  man   of  few  words.     No 
ner  wa.i   tlie  bird  pointed  oat  to  him,    than 
I  took  ills  aim  and  tired.     The  duck  dove   at 
flash,    as  had  been  expected,  and  the  btdlct 
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Ike  bbd  had   so  UAf 

confidh-  and  nabtnllj;  M 
W  ihif  Mwitftf  latD  M 
and  stood  keedif  ^ 
ne  'at  suet  et  piMsd  wto-.  PtacBttj-  a  M 
mc  wp^RC.  lad  tfam  the  duA  ame  k 
van^  mai  maok  its  n^s.  WIiOe  in  Ail 
ai&i  a  iwiift'  •■■01  OTCcnT  ttmogn  da  hbh^ 
arsaly  ^ictaac  B  onr  Efdrss,  on  ita  IhL 
i:  :=i;  lex:  =i:cr*::;,  Deenlayer  stood  with  At 
iTTK^i  ;ci:s  t:^  og  the  platlcHin,  as  tnoqail 
£$  r  -■•'"'■^■^  ^ai^  z^prned,  though  Isoghiog  ia 

-  Tlieri  s  =•?  z^rai  tnal  of  the  pieces  in  that!' 
:«;  si.lL  u  =  m=l^-z-^s  to  prevent  a  talse  impRi- 
sLii  .c  i^  :wz.  — est.  •■  No,  that  pnxifs  neither 
•!.r.  T>;r  ur^-  t2«  itfes.  seeing  it  was  all  qoicknn* 
.i  :d:iii  iz>i  syv.  I  too^  the  bird  at  a  tiisuJnB- 
-i?;.  -T  ie  E:^=t  hare  cot  under,  again,  don 
■zin  yiH^z  7ai:tad.  bim.  But  the  Sarpent  is 
::.•:  w-.»;  i;  —^  sxh  tiiAs,  harine  Iqd^  beefl 
uK-i  tL'  :=i^:^  Do  yoa  remember  the  titoe^ 
x.v£,  w^<=  y^'c  thcti^t  Tooreelt  sartain  of  the 
wlii  s:xvie,  izo  I  rook  him  oot  of  toot  very  erw, 
i»  X  3i.-ii:  V.  wiui  a  uttle  smoke !  How^erer. 
jiica  T^— r*  p>*»  i>"  Eothin^  atween  6i'nds,  lod 
iv«a^  xijt  wll  hare   their  ran,    Judith.      Ar, 
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e's  just  Uic  bird  we  want,  for  it's  as  good 
nr  the  fire  u  it  is  for  the  aim,  and  notfaii^ 
ihould  be  lost  that  can  be  turned  to  just  account. 
sre,  farther  north,  Delaware." 
["he  latter  looked  in  the  required  direction, 
he  soon  mw  a  Inrge  black  duck,  floating 
itely  repose  on  the  water.  At  that  distant 
when  so  few  men  wt-rc  present  fo  dcnnge 
tito  barmony  of  tlic  wildcrnew,  all  the  smuUer 
lakes  with  which  the  interior  of  New  York  so 
■bounds,  were  places  of  resort  for  the  migratory 
■quattc  birds  ;  and  this  sheet,  like  the  others,  had 
Ditce  been  much  frequented  by  all  the  varieties  of 
the  duck,  by  tlie  goose,  the  gull,  and  the  loon. 
On  the  appearance  of  Huttcr,  the  spot  was  com- 
pcrativoly  deserlod  for  oiher  sheets,  more  retired 
fend  remote,  though  some  of  each  species  con- 
ttnocd  to  resort  tldtlior,  as  indeed  they  do  to  the 
present  hour.  At  that  instant  a  hundred  birds 
visible  from  the  cnHtle,  sleeping  on  tlie 
or  laving  tJtcir  feathers  in  the  limpid 
It,  though  no  other  ufrere<I  so  Invoruble  a 
rk  as  that  DeerfUyer  had  just  pointed  out 
IP  lii»  friend.  Chingachgook,  as  usual,  s]»tred 
B  words,  and  proceeded  to  execution.  This 
time  his  aim  wiu  more  careful  than  before,  and 
his  success  in  proportion.  The  bird  had  a  wing 
crippled,  and  fluttered  along  the  water  screaming, 
materially  increasing  ita  distance  from  its  enemies. 
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\iri  Kirt  be  pot  ant  of  pa,' 
smmoi  Iknsncr.    Ac  —n— gt  &e 
Jeu'ioFei  %»  rat  im  ihg  »i^;   'aad^Btfa 
mfe  Hur  ^ic  n«  to  do  it.* 

Tbt  ^miaE  ns  stffl  floMMleiii^  ^o^^  *^ 

T-ioi.  as  seek,  as  BoiKhr  as  if  h  h^  bin  im 
vsiL  to.  aaK.     HbK  ^kI  i^alged  in  a  kw  err  rf 

uueu.  tt  tae  fvoons  of  tlK  Toong  Indim;  W 
siw-Ku  K&cwd  b>  bvwu.  aad  rant  dieenHB 
»k:1  .-c  ij  =rj;ci.  Tbe  «li^£.  on  ih*  conmiT, 
"i^HTSi  -:::«  =*^ai  esci»icas-j:i  of  pleusn.  trA 
lis  sniltf  -r?Tst£  fc.jw  aiaca  he  adniiivd,  uui  hw 
irr.i;  ie  irrrjeii, 

-  N.rr=  2i;=id  ±e  ril  Sarpesc :  Dcver  miad 
iiisc"*  iei^*-  wiikc.  ■will  rHrcw  cbokf.  dot 
ir-.<rT^  iiiiT  ::oc  '>ea=:ifT.^  sai-i  Deerslaver.  aajii- 
j:^  -  T»  rj:r»l  roc  *oc=-a  lo  er,:er  ::ito  tii-^ 
i  UBTacir*  T-jL-x^nw  aad  defeat*,  aad  toi  an  k 
jx-ti  ts  Z3i:z  »::-i  wiw.  s>?  tkr  25  orerJC:«  iii 
n30j.:_-  r--.  Here  is  a  rird  over  beju.  tli: 
x-j^  Toz  — <  raKM  tj  IT*  prX'T :  I  cisaiier^cr  wa 
t:  irr  i.7»x~i  *!=.  wiih  a  djin^  tarrei.  Thai'*  1 
•n.  k.  Ti-.x;.  4.-,i   roe  uui  neeJs  soruit  rJea.  is 

T^<  rpetw  c-c  a^  thai  rreqaents  th;  waier 
i-Tii  !iiv»  :c  S»^  *a»  also  pres^n:.  and  ■.>ne  *a* 
ji.-iurjT^  «  a  cv^siCCTable  'te:.;i»t  a^^re  ibe  ba. 
jraniiLy  WKJUQ^  ibr  an  opponaiatT  to  irake  a 
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Woop ;  iU  hungrj  young  elevating  tticir  heads 
from  a  neat  that  was  in  sight  in  Uie  naked  siim- 
Oiit  of  a  (lead  pine.  Cl)ingacb[;ook  silently 
turned  a  new  piece  against  this  bird,  and  atier 
evefully  watching  hia  time,  lircd.  A  wider  cir- 
cuit tfaan  common,  denotiid  thttt  the  messenger  bad 
passed  through  tlic  air,  at  no  great  distance  Irum 
the  bird,  tJiough  it  missed  \ta  o}>jeet.  Ueer»Iayer, 
whose  aim  was  not  more  true  tliaii  it  wns  quick, 
fired  OS  soon  as  it  was  cerUin  hit  friend  )utd 
sed,  and  tlie  deep  swoop  that  followed  Icil 
moinentaiily  doubtful  whether  the  eagle  was 
it  or  nut.  The  marksman  himself,  liuwevcr, 
jmed  his  own  want  of  success,  oiling  on 
friend  to  seize  another  riflo,  for  he  xuw  signs 
tlie  part  of  the  bird  of  an  intention  to  quit 
le  spoL 

"  I  made  him  wink,    Sarpont;    I  do  think  his 

n  wore  ruffled,    but  no  blood  has  yet  been 

.wn,  Dor  is  thut  old  piece  fit  for  so   nioe  and 

a  sight.     Quick,    Delaware ;    j-oa've  now  a 

ter  ride,    and,  Judith,  bring  out  Kildecr,  for 

lis  is   (he  oecnsion    tu   try   his    merits,    if  he 


cm 
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A  general  movement  followed,  each  of  the 
ipetitors  got  ready,  and  the  girls  stood  in 
Dger  expectation  of  the  result.  The  eagle  had 
made  a  wide  circuit  after  his  low  swoop,  and 
&nniiig    his    way  upward,    onoe    mure   hovered 


CVCB  pCBf 

.  of  tfaennpiaBhStTaf 
:a&ahl  at  Ait  gmt  be^fat,  uid  vtile  he 
papakdirahr  as  to  tlic  ns^ 
Buc  ft  ttv  HKSMT  tni^  Hnt  prooimQ  a  ndda 
■'"ff"**  sns  he  vra^  ibc  fcsdu  uowcd  bov 
««il  ie  aal  oknlttcd,  the  oigfe  not  mannin| 
us  fiebt.  BtEac  n»Kl  aod  ranod  ia  Ui  str 
•aseie.  aaJSgokiae  iawm,  as  if  bi  coatB^Mkb 

-  y.-»,  J^fii:^"  cried  Dccrsixver.  Iaa|Tiig. 
-rrz  citKE^r-i  42ii  ceii^ted  eyes.  ~  well  •«  ii 
^^LIiiiKr  :x:.\  K^ILos'je,  too '.  Give  ice  rwa. 
5ar;e:tc.  uii  »^i:ii  the  reason  ot'ihc  lim,  iorbT 

A  »r?ri^  icrc.-  foZk<«e\l.  »ad  ma  repeaud 
u^^i  *ai  ^ir*—  rx  btnl  oondndcf  tt;  rjc 
':_:r!<fr  *=c   iiiai*r.      Tliea    foliowied    ihe  fl»aii 

wirz.  a^  IS  tbe  r:«x>  instant  the  bird  Rned 
.-R  -.?» <aie.  a:3ii  cazx  $«VK>pi:^g  down,  now  scrcf- 
X-~~i  ▼"-—  >^cw  wti£  ard  tc«:i  with  taoTher,  soose- 
I  res  ▼-irisr  i=  a  L-izmit.  next  Unnirf  cesje- 
n:x:y  it  :£  ^axjuy^  «"  its  injorv.  caci  tara5 
i^scr-.'rec  w^^ral  coapJeU  ciivle*  aivs^ii  the 
*:.t;c  -.z  veil  ieav^r  r-.M  tbe  «id  oi  tie  art.  On 
isx"i=;;:$  »e  Xvif.  :t  *aa  njur.d  that  the  Sniirt 
c.tii  -..u-.'wi  :;  about  call  way  between  Cise  ot  iti 
w-.z:£T  a^c  ;=#  faceasc^MDC. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

"  Upon  two  uaaj  ubici,  (pread  lierore  her. 
She  leao'd  bcr  boiom,  more  Ihui  iton;  b*rd  ; 
Thrn  ilcpt  th'impHrtuI  judge,  and  Itrict  reitnrcT 
Ofvrong,  or  right,  with  pain  or  with  reward  i 
Thtn  hnag  the  icore  of  all  our  debt*,  the  card 
Where  good,  and  bad,  and  life,  and  death,  were  painted ; 
Waa  nerer  heart  of  mortal  lo  untaioled, 
Bat  when  the  roll  wa«  read,  with  thoiuaad  terrara  fainted." 

GILES  rLBTCBeH. 

<*  Wb'vb  done  an  unthoughtful  thing,  Sarpent 
—yes,  Judith,  we're  done  an  unthoughtful  thing 
in  taking  life  with  an  objecit  no  better  than 
vanity  1"  exclaimed  Deerslayer,  when  the  Dela- 
ware held  up  the  enormoua  bird  by  its  wings, 
and  exhibited  the  dying  eyes  riveted  on  its  ene- 
mies with  the  gaze  that  the  helpless  ever  fasten 
on  their  destroyers.  "  Twas  more  becomin' 
two  boys  to  gratify  their  feelin's  in  this  onthought- 
fol  manner,  than  two  warriors  on  a  war-path,  even 
though  it  be  their  first.  Ah's !  me ;  well,  as  a 
ponishment  111  quit  you  at  once,  and  when  I  find 
myself  alone  with  them  bloody-minded  Mingos, 
it's  more  than  like  I'll  have  occasion  to  remember 


^  s  ««'j=_  sTTst  -xi  -ac  aosti  of  ik 
5   j:-  T:e  3i«-s    if  ±e  ate.    Hce.  JoM; 

■  i.~  ^^  -*-»  TTm  ni^  *c"^2_  ud  ba 
TT  ^zx  :mii  =iirt  lUiir:  .^fsurbz ta on 

1  iz..-r   jr  mm!  ^  ieaarras  xs  y^JV  on, 

z   r  ig:<ni:ei  m.  kH  yjc  s^t  be  i^ 
ic-   r^   J'if  ■*%  fOiinjii  cii:>«  what  la  a» 

■T    i_  '   ;-.-t.       r*!-;    i'.^ir    .f  i    iyi:,"  ir.iia- 

_•    T-.  .---i  z:i:  ~'.'i^**  'c  X  ~  •■"   TJ.1  do-t 

- —  ■;ir-:u:i    -JT    -  ■¥•_!   :.-;— tf  a;":re:i«Kr 

'  .  z'~-    '.'•^iLx   j_   ^7  VI.-    :e-:_:.'s.  iic  :is 

::      _:  :    i:i-i  ST^f.   -'  ^±;  r-:-..-  ri;le  «i» 

;.:    ::  ; ?;i;',i;   «;    ^^^  ovu::^ ■:■:?..    thi:   Eea 

■.    >   .:    ::   t-;-^;.   ;3  c:'-*j«^ -,^r.ii».  or  L'.e 
-  -1.   iiir%r--:i  ::   —  ij '."':r;      r.  ::.e  oifevo:nj 

SLU.  iica^z  ^  Katve  tuidemoosi  the  iiKiisjt 


THB    DKBBSLAYBB. 


159 


Tiad  prompted  the  words,  und  by  vny  of 
iitng  of  tlie  difficulty,  he  drew  liis  keen  knife, 
id  severed  the  head  of  the  sutf<:rer  from  ita 
ody. 
What  X  thin;  is  pgwcr !"  continued  the  hont- 
,  "  and  what  a  thing  it  is  to  bavc  it,  and  not  to 
low  how  to  nse  it '.  It's  no  wonder,  Jadith, 
lat  the  ^rcat  bo  often  fnil  uf  their  duties  when 
ven  the  little  nnd  (he  humhle  jind  it  so  hard  to  do 
That's  right,  and  not  to  do  what's  wrung.  Then, 
one  eril  net  brings  others  nAer  it!  Now, 
I't  it  for  this  furlough  of  mine,  which  mu^t 
iin  take  me  back  to  tlie  Mingos,  I'd  6ud  this 
rnUur's  nest,  if  I  travelled  the  woods  a  fortoi^it 
-tboogh  Ro  eagle's  nest  is  soon  found  by  them 
lat understands  the  bird's  nalur' — but  I'd  travel  a 
>rtnight  raDier  than  not  find  it,  just  to  put  the 
oung,  too,  out  of  their  pun." 

"I'm  glad  to  hear  you  say  this,  Decralaycr,** 
ibserved  Hetty,  "  and  God  will  bo  more  apt  to 
metiilier  your  sorrow  for  what  you're  done,  than 
be  wickedness  itself.  I  thought  how  wicked  it 
ras  to  kill  bannless  birds,  whilu  you  were  shoot- 
ng,  aiid  meant  to  IcU  you  so;  but  1  don't  know 
low  it  bappi-ncd — 1  was  so  curious  to  see  if  you 
/(/  hit  nn  cr;{!c  at  so  ^;rcat  a  height,  that  1 
irgut  altogetlicr  to  speik,  till  the  nii54:hief  was 
lone." 
"  That's  it ;  tliat's  just  it,  my  good   Hetty. 


nm  ~  TumK  a  vara  <x  tn 
se.  .-use  ic  ras  Bonm; 
-Bit.  ?  ^e-  -^  ^B3i£  m   :d   ^lakasesL  kmI  u 

*  - 1.  ^Ru.  -ii-ie  'suueiis  1^   ^aff  a  ae  banc 
i  -.  -Jir^  "c  ^a=c  *  ^iiiis  T^Ki  aerie  brier 

^_;=ii    3x  ^etrsariHr   eiitw.  -wtfie    tins  in- 


-'-  ^^   ^  ---•—,'•  .1=1-  r-'-fn  iZ.  ;—=-**  t:^".  ia 

•■     —■--     ~  f--..-:    1^    ns -:  ;":S:; -;-.e    L-=:;-cett 

.     i.  -.  *-_  1.— c,r  "  ">•  .--'iT^  .:' ::e  i=.\-sfli- 

.  ■■-  ;:r  -r-s  :.-<.  lij  :'Z-i  *..— ;.a-.-j  I'or  bji 
-  -^  .■:•.■*,  ^: .  *-.:e-;  i.-i^\z  :r  *i.e-je  or,  tie 
■..  -   -s.      ?-  :;.s  -::•;  t:.;  t-^z  Jii  i*oe::fe-iw 

-■ur-*  •««■_-  ir  "is  ±K»i.  fts  soon  as  apnhseJ  t-t 
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intention,  white  Hist  busied  herself  in  making 

few  amngcmonta  that  were  thought  neccHHiry 

bb    oomforL      All    this    was  done   witlioiit 

itstion,  but  in  a  way  Umt  left  Deeraluyer  fully 

ilnted  with,  and  rqually  disposed  to  ap[>re- 

ie,   the   motive,      niien  all  was  ready,  both 

Bmed  totlic  stilc  of  Judith  and  Hetty — neither 

whom  had  mored  from  tlie  spot   where   the 

ing  hunter  sat. 

*  The  best  fh'nds  roust  often  part,"  the  last 
Ban,  whrii  he  Maw  the  whole  party  grouped 
d  him.  "  Yes,  fri'nd&liip  can't  alter  the 
's  of  Providence;  and  let  our  feelin's  be  as 
may,  we  must  part.  I've  often  thought 
s  moments  wheti  our  words  dwell  longer 
the  mind  than  common,  and  when  advice  is 
inctnbcrcd,  just  because  the  mouth  that  gives 
iit't  Ukoly  to  give  it  aj^'in.  No  one  knows 
,  will  happen  in  the  tvorld ;  and  tiierefore  it 
well,  when  fri^ids  tcpamte  under  a  like- 
od  that  the  piirting  may  be  long,  to  say  a  few 
krd*  in  kindnois  as  a  sort  of  keepsakes,  If  all 
at  one  will  go  into  the  ark,  I  '11  talk  to  each  in 
tp,  and  what  is  more,  1  'U  listen  to  what  you 
—  bare  to  say  back  ag^in ;  for  it 's  a  poor 
r  that  won't  take  as  well  as  give." 
the  meaning  of  the  speaker  was  understood, 
two  Indians  immediately  withdrew  as  desired. 
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leaving  the  sisten,  however,  still  stmdii^  it  At 
young  man's  ude.  A.  look  of  Decnlayn^  »■ 
duced  Judith  to  explain. 

"  Tou  can  advise  Hetty  as  you  Isnd.'^ibeMl 
hastily ;  **  I  intend  that  she  aball  acoomptny  j« 
to  the  shore." 

"  Is  this  wise,  Judith  ?  It's  true  ths^ndi 
common  sarcumstances,  a  feeble  mind  is  s  pot 
protection  among  red-skins ;  but  when  tUt 
feelin's  are  up,  and  they're  bent  ou  levenge,  iti 
hard  to  say  what  may  come  to  pass.     Bendet— * 

"  What  were  you  about  to  say,  Deerslsyeti' 
asked  Judith,  whose  gentleness  of  voice  and  nn> 
ner  amounted  nearly  to  tenderness,  though  ik 
struggled  hard  tu  keep  her  emotions  and  iffi^ 
liensions  in  subjection. 

**  Why,  simply  that  there  are  sighte  and  doiri 
that  one  even  as  little  gifted  with  reason  is' 
memory  as  Hetty,  here,  might  better  not  witnoa 
So,  Judith,  you  would  do  well  to  let  me  hod 
alone,  and  to  keep  your  sister  back." 

"  Never  fear  for  me,  Deerslayer,"  put  in  Hettj, 
who  comprehended  enough  of  the  discourse  U 
know  its  general  drift ;  "  I'm  feeble-minded,  ai 
thst,  they  say,  is  an  excuse  for  going  anywbeie; 
and  what  that  won't  excuse  will  be  overlot^Hd, 
on  account  of  the  Bible  I  always  carry.  It  ii 
wonderful,   Judith,  how    all    sorts    of  men,  tbc 
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trippera  ts  well  as  the  hunters,  red  men  aa  well 
■•  white,  Mingos  as  well  as  Delawares,  do  reve- 
zence  and  fear  the  Bible  !" 

**  I  think  you  have  not  the  least  ground  to  fear 
SDj  injury,  Hetty,"  answered  the  sister,  "  and 
tikenfore  I  shall  insist  ou  your  going  to  the 
Huron  camp  with  our  iirtend.  Yoor  being  there 
am  do  no  hann,  not  even  to  yourself,  and  may 
do  great  good  to  Deenilayer." 

*'  This  is  not  a  moment,  Judith,  to  dispute; 
and  so  hare  the  matter  your  own  way,"  returned 
the  young  man.  "  Get  yourself  ready,  Hetty, 
and  go  into  tiie  canoe,  for  I've  a  few  parting 
words  to  say  to  your  sister,  which  can  do  you  no 
good." 

Judith  and  her  companion  continued  silent 
until  Hetty  had  so  far  complied  aa  to  leave  them 
■kme,  when  Deeralayer  took  up  the  subject  as  if 
it  bad  been  interrupted  by  some  ordinary  occur- 
tence,  and  in  a  very  matter-of-fact  way. 

"  Words  spoken  at  parting,  and  which  may  be 
the  last  we  ever  hear  from  a  fri'nd,  are  not  soon 
fiugotten,"  he  repeated,  "  and  so,  Judith,  I 
intend  to  speak  to  you  like  a  brother,  seein'  I'm 
not  old  enough  to  be  your  father.  In  the  first 
place,  I  wish  to  caution  you  ag'in  your  inemies, 
of  which  two  may  be  said  to  ha'nt  your  very 
footsteps,  and  to  beset  your  ways.  The  first  is 
OQCommon  good  looks,  which  is  as  dangerous  a 
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foe  to  MiHC  ynug  wntiwiit  m  •  vMk  tni  w 
UingM  eoold  ^an,  and  wliieb  edb  far|pit 
T  **'  fcft'i—  ■  not  to  *"""*  MM  pniHj  Ml 
to  fiitrait  100  Mrennmnt^  ^^^  Soo>  Wti 
Bay  M  MRimmBtod,  sno  nuny ' 
In  fxdcr  to  do  tiaa,  yonVe  onlj  to 
dwt  Aey  mdt  Gke  tbe  cdows;  and,' 
gonc^ tiief  neier  aane  bm^  ag'in.  TWhmhi 
!  and  go,  Jdudi  J  and  if  wo  narc  niatv^  VB 
and  uvmIb  ^  and  apnnr>  wnn  gbsi  hb 
If  "*»"  tm  }  vc  nnrc  winnnfT,  wttn  ita  na  ■■ 
glorioos  sides ;  and  &1I,  with  its  fruits,  and  a 
gaimeat  thrown  over  the  forest  that  no  bcao^  (tf 
the  town  could  mmnuge  out  of  all  the  sbopi  ia 
America.  *Aith  is  in  ui  etanial  round,  the  gooit 
ness  cf  God  bringing  back  the  pleasant  wts 
we've  had  enough  of  the  onpleasant.  But  if* 
not  8o  with  good  looks.  Thejf  are  lent  lor  a  short 
time  in  jonth,  to  be  osed  and  not  abased ;  ai4 
as  I  never  met  irith  a  yoong  woman  to  whom 
Providence  has  been  as  boonlifiil  as  it  has 
to  yoo,  Judith,  in  this  psrticlar,  I  warn  yon, 
as  it  might  be  with  my  dyin'  breath,  to  bewan 
of  the  inimy ;  fii'ad  or  ioimy,  as  we  deal  wiUi 
the  gift.'' 

It  was  so  grateful  to  Jodith  to  bear  Uieae  un- 
equivocal admissions  of  her  personal  charms,  that 
much  woold  have  been  fo^ven  to  the  man  wlw 
made  them,  let  him  be  vbo  he  might.    Bn^  at 
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it  moment,  mid  from  i  lar  better  feeling,  it 
>u]tl  not  luive  been  easy  for  Deeralayer  ■»• 
lU^ly  to  offend  ber;  and  she  liiitencd  wiili  a 
tieticc  whid),  had  it  been  foretold  only  a  week 
rlicr,  it  would  liavc  excited  her  indignation  to 
•r. 

••  I  understand  your  meaning,  Dccralayer,"  re- 

med  t)ie  girl,  vitb  a   mt-ckncu  and  humility 

at  n  little  surprised  licr  listener,  "  and  hope  to 

able  to  profit  by  it.      But  yua  hare  mentioned 

one  of  tlic  enemies  I  hare  to  fear ;  who,  or 

I,  is  the  other  ?" 

The  other  is  givin'  way  afore  your  own  good 

ise  and  judgment,  I  find,  Judith ;  yes,  he's  not 

dangerous  as  I  supposed.     Howsever,  liarin' 

:ieid  the  subject,  it  will  be  as  well  to  eiuJ  it 

lestly.    Ilie  first  inimy  you  have  to  )>e  watdi* 

aa  IVe  already  told  you,  Judith,  is  oncom- 

good  looks,  and  the  next  is  an  oncominon 

ledge   of  the  sarcumatancc.     If  tlie  first  is 

the   last    doesn't,   in    any  way,   mend  the 

r,  so  far  as  safety  and   peace  of  uilnd  are 

luanicd.*' 

Bow  much  longer  ttic  young  man  would  hare 
Be  on  in  his  simple  and  unsuspecting,  but  well- 

rtioiKx)  manner,  it  might  nut  be  cjisy  to  say, 
be  not  been  interrupted  by  his  listener's 
raUng  into  tears,  and  giving  way  to  an  uut- 
lak  of  feeling,  whieb  was  so  much  the  mere 
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Tiulent,  from  the  hct  that  it  bad  been  viAn 
iDucb  difficulty  suppressed.      At  fint  ber  nh 
were  so  violent  and   uncontrollable  that  Dm- 
■layer  was  a  little   appalled,  and  be 
dantly  repentant,  from  the  instant  that  he  im- 
c:oTered  how  much  greater  was  the  effect  prodMid 
by  his  words  than  he  had  anticipated.    Ereadc 
austere  and  exacting  are  usually  appeased  b;  ik 
signs  of  contrition,  but  the  nature  of  Deenlna 
did  not  require  proofs  of  intense  feeling  so  itni^ 
in  order  to  bring  him  down  to  a  lerel  «tdi  At 
r^rets  felt  by  the  girl  herself.     He  arose  u  ifu 
adder  had   stung  him,  and   the   accents  of  Ot 
mother  that  soothes  her  child  were  scarcek  man 
gentle  and  winning  than  the  tones  of  his  voice, 
as  he  now  expressed  bis  contrition  at  having  gooe 
so  far. 

"  It  was  well  meant,  Judith,"  he  said,  "  but  it 
was  not  intended  to  hurt  your  feetin's  so  mncii. 
I  have  overdone  the  advice,  I  see;  yes,  I'w 
overdone  it,  and  I  crave  your  pardon  for  th< 
same.  Fri'ndship's  an  awful  thing  I  Sometiints 
it  chides  us  for  not  havin'  done  enough  ;  and  tbra 
Bg'in  it  speaks  in  strong  words  for  bavin*  done 
too  much.  Howscver,  I  acknowledge  I'veoveidone 
the  matter,  and  as  I've  a  raal  and  strong  regud 
for  you,  I  rej'ice  to  say  it,  inasmuch  as  it  pn)T» 
how  much  better  you  are  than  my  own  vanity  and 
consaits  had  made  vou  out  to  be." 
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Judith  now  removed  her  hands  from  her  face. 
Iter  tears  had  ceased,  and  she  unveiled  a  counte- 
nance so  winning,  with  the  smile  which  rendered 
it  even  radiant,  that  the  young  man  gazed  at  her, 
lor  a  moment,  with  speechless  delight. 

"  Say  no  more,  Deerslayer,*'  she  hastily  inter- 
posed, "  it  pains  me  to  Iiear  you  find  fiiult  with 
jourself.  I  know  my  own  weakness  all  the 
better,  now  I  see  that  you  have  discovered  it ; 
the  lesson,  bitter  as  I  hare  found  it  for  a  moment, 
■hall  not  be  forgotten.  We  will  not  talk  any 
longer  of  these  things,  for  I  do  not  feel  myself 
braTe  enough  for  the  undertaking,  and  I  should 
not  like  the  Delawares,  or  Hist,  or  even  Hetty, 
to  notice  my  weakness.  Farewell,  Deerslayer, 
may  God  bless  and  protect  you  as  your  honeiit 
heart  deserves  blessing  and  protection,  and  as  I 
most  tliink  he  will." 

Judith  had  so  fur  reg^ned  the  superiority  that 
properly  belonged  to  her  better  education,  high 
■{nri^  and  surpassing  i>er5onal  advantages,  as  tn 
preserve  the  ascendency  she  had  thusaccidentuMy 
obtuned,  and  effectu:illy  prevented  any  return  tu 
the  subject  that  was  as  singularly  inU-rrU[>tcd  as 
it  had  been  singutariy  introduced.  Tlic  young 
man  permitted  Lcr  lo  have  ever^*  thing  her  own 
wajt  and  when  siic  pressed  liis  hard  hand  in 
both  her  own,  he  made  no  resistance,  hut  suh- 
ipiftWl  to  the  homage  as  quietly,  and  with  quite 
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u  matter  of   coarse  ■   msnner,  as  a 
would  hare  rcDCtved  «  similar  tribuU  fnis  t  «&- 
ject,  or   the  mistrc-o   from  her   suitor.    fe^i% 
had  flushed  the  fiice  and   illumitt&ted  the  vMa 
countenance  of  the  girl,  and  her  beauty  wia  ncnt 
more  resplendent  than  when   slie  nut  a  [wtng 
gUncc  at  the  youth.     Tliat  |;Iance  was  filled  «id 
anxiety,   interest,  and  gentle  pity.     At  the 
instant  she  darted  into  the  hut  and  vai  seen 
more ;  tliough  she  spoke  to   Hist  from  a 
to  inform  her  that  their  friend  «X[>eeted 
pearance. 

"  Tou  know  CDOOgb  of  red-stun  nator*, 
red-slciii  usages.  Wah-taUWah,  tu  aee  tbe 
dition  1  am  in  on  account  of  this  furloogb,'' 
menced  the  hunter,  in  DeUvrare,  as  soon  a* 
patient  and  submissive  girl  of  that 
moved  quietly  to  his  side ;  "  yon  will 
best  understand  how  onlikely   1  am  erer 
with  you  ag'in.     I've  hat  tittle  to  say  ;  b«t 
little  comes  from  long  bvinf-  amon^  your 
and  from  having  obsarved  and  noted  their 
Ttie  life  of  a  n-oinan  is  liard  at   the  best. 
must  own,  though  I'm  nut  opinionated  io 
of  my  own  colour,  tiiat  it  is  harder 
red-mon  than  it  is  ainonj;  the  pal«>&eea. 
a  pi'nt  on  whteh  Christians   may  well 
boasting  can  be  set  down  for  Christtanily  ia 
manner  or  form,  which  I  rather  think  it 
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evtr,    xll  women   hare  t)ieir   trials.      Red 

en  liave  their'n  in   what   1  should  call  the 

t*nl  wsy,  while  white  women  take  'em  inocu- 

like.     Bear  your  burthen.  Hist,  becomingly, 

remember,  if  it  be  a  little  toilsome,  how  much 

liter  it  is  than  that  of  most   Indian  women.     I 

BW  the  Sarpent  well — what  I  call  cordially — 

he  will  never  be  a  tyrant  to   any  thing  he 

I,  though  he  will  expect  to  be  treated  himself 

a  Mohican  chief.    There  will  be  cloudy  days 

tyoor  lodge,  I  suppose,  for  they    happen  under 

.  OMgea,  and  among  all  people ;  but,  by  keeping 

I  windows  of  the  heart  open,  there  will  always 

room  for  the  sunshine  to  enter.     You  come  of 

Igreat  stock  yourself,  and  so  does  Chingachgook. 

?a  not  very  likely  that  either  will  ever  forget  the 

imsUnc«>  and  do  anything  to   disgrace  your 

ithers.       Nevertheless,   liking    is    a    tender 

at,   and    never    thrives    long    when   watered 

tears.     Let  the  'arth  around  your  marrie<l 

ppincss   be  moistened  by  the   dews  of  kinO- 


My  pale  bmtlier  is  very  wise ;  VVali  will  keep 
her  mind  all  that  his  wisdom  tell.t  her." 
"That's  judicious  and  womanly,  Mist.  Care 
listening,  and  stout-hearledness  in  holding  to 
counsel,  is  a  wife's  great  protection.  And 
ask  the  Sarpent  to  comv  and  apeak  with  me, 
a  moment,  and  carry  away  with  you  all  luy 
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hest  vishcs  and  pnycrs.  1  shaH  think  of  -m. 
Hist,  and  of  your  intended  busb^nd,  ktvtMtintf 
oome  to  pass,  and  always  wish  you  well  htm  tai 
hereafter,  whether  tlie  laat  is  to  be  atsun&n^to 
Indian  idees,  or  ChristiBii  doctrines." 

Mist  shed  no  tear  at  putmg.  She  was  Mk 
tained  by  the  high  re*uIutioD  of  otte  who  ^ 
decided  on  her  course ;  but  her  dark  cjva 
luminoas  witli  the  feelings  that  gknnd 
and  her  pretty  countenance  beained  with  aa 
preaaioQ  of  determination  thAt  wms  to  marked 
singular  contrast  to  its  ordinary 
was  but  a  minute  ere  the  Debwmre  ad' 
the  side  of  his  friend  with  the  Ught, 
tread  of  an  Indian.  , 

*'  Come  tius-a-way,  Sarpent,  here  tnore  cm! 
sight  of  the  woman,*'  commenced  the 
"  for  I've  sevend  things  to  aay  that  mont 
much  as  be  suspected,  much  less  oTerbcard.  li 
knnw  too  well  the  natur'  of  furloughs  and 
to  have  any  doubts  or  mit^iringa 
is  Ukcly  to  happen,  when  I  get  back  to  the 
On  tltum  two  p'inta,  therefore,  •  few 
go  a  great  way.  In  the  first  pkoe,  ehic^  I 
to  say  a  little  about  Hist,  and  the  manair 
wliidi  you  red  men  treat  your  wires.  I  au] 
it's  Bocorditig  to  the  gifts  of  ynar  peofde  that 
women  should  work,  and  the  men  bunt ; 
there's  such  a  thing  as  moderation  in  all  mati 
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T  hunting,  I  see  do  good  reaaon  whv  any 

need  be  set  to  /Aa/,  bat  IIiBt  coniea  of  too 

B  stock  to  toil  like  a  common  drudge.     One 

.r  means  and  atandui'  need  never  want  for 

or   potatoes,  or   any  tiling   lliat  the  fields 

therefore,  I  liupe  the  hoc  will  never  be  put 

ito  the  handx  of  wiy  wife  of  your'n.     You  know 

am  not  quite  a  beggar,  mid  all  1  own,  whether 

ammunition,  skins,  arms,  or  calicoes,  I  give  to 

iat,  should  1  not  come  back  to  claim  them  by 

e  end  of  the  season.    This  will  set  the  maiden 

I,  and  will  buy  labour  for  her,  for  a  long  time  to 

I  suppose  I  need'nt  toll  you  to  love  the 

oung  wonMn,  for  that  you  do  already,  and  whom- 

'■oevcr  the  man  ra'ally  loves,  he'll  be  likely  enough 

cherish.     XcvcrthvlcHS,  it  can  do  no  harm  to 

ly  that  kind    words  never  rankle,  while  bitter 

do.     I  know  you're  a  man,  Sarpent,  that 

less  apt  to  talk  in  his  own  lodge,  than  to  speak 

•t  the  council  tire;   hut  forgetful  moments  may 

orertake  us  all,  and  tlie  pnctyoe  of  kind  doin' 

and    kind    talkin'   is   a  wonderful  advantage  in 

keepin'  peace  in  a  cabin,  as  well  as  on  a  liutit." 

My  cars  are  opcit,"   returned  the  Delaware, 

gnvely  ;  '*  the  words  of  my  brother  have  entered 

so  far  that  they  never  can  fnU  out  a^aio.  They  are 

L  have  no  end,  and  cannot  1 
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tlam  speak  on  ;  the  song  of  the  wren  and  the  voice 


iof  a  friend  never  tire.' 
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"  1  will  speak  a  lilUc  longer,  chid",  but  yoo  «0 
excuse  it  for  the  »ke  of  old  coapaQionship,  sbooU 
I  now  talk  abotit  myself.  If  the  worst 
the  worst,  it's  not  likely  there'll  be  moch 
me  but  Kshes ;  so  a  grave  would  be  useless,  sad  • 
sort  of  vanity.  On  that  score  I'm  no  my  [aN 
tic'lar,  thougli  it  might  be  well  cnot^h  to  takt  ■ 
look  at  the  remains  of  the  pilr,  and  should  any 
bones  or  pieces  be  found,  'twould  be  more  dectot 
to  gather  them  together  and  bury  them, 
let  them  lie  for  the  volves  to  gnaw  at  and 
over.  These  matten  can  make  no  great 
in  the  end,  but  men  of  white  blood  and  CbrnfiM' 
feclin's  have  rather  a  gift  for  grarca." 

"  It  shall  be  done  as  my  brother  saya,"  rctaratd 
the  Indian,  gravely.  "  If  his  mind  ia  fuO,  lHluoi< 
empty  it  in  the  bosom  of  a  friend.*' 

"Tliimk  you,  Sarpent;  my  mind'a  easy 
yes,  it's  tolerable  easy.  Idees  will  ooroe 
most  that  I'm  not  apt  to  think  about  in  oonawai 
it's  true ;  but  by  strivin'  og'in  some,  and  letdi^ 
others  come  out,  all  will  be  right  in  the  long 
There's  one  thing,  howe\'er,  eliief,  that  db(» 
to  me  to  be  onrcasonable,  and  ag'in  natur',  thon^ 
the  missionaries  say  it's  true ;  and  bein*  of  av  n 
ligiun  and  colour,  1  feel  hound  to  bctirve  Ata 
Tliey  say  an  Indian  may  torment  and  tonur'  tlri 
body  to  the  heart's  content^  and  scalp  and  cut,  u 
tear  and  bum,  and  consume  all  hia  inrentiooi  •• 
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derittriea,  until  nothin'  is  left  but  ashes,  ind  they 

shall  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  yet, 

when  the  Irtunpet  of  Ood  shall  sound,   all  will 

come  together  ag'in,  and  the  man  will  stand  forth 

in  his  fleah,  the  Name  cieatur'  as  to  looks,  if  not 

»a  to  feelin'a,  that  he  was  afore  he  was  harmed  1" 

**  Ttic  misaionaries  are  good  men  ;  they  mean 

wdl,"  returned  the  DeJAwsre,  conrteoualy ;  "  they 

arc  not  great  medicines.     They  think  all  they  say, 

ecrslaycr;   that  is  no  reason  why  warriors  and 

should  be  all  cars.     When  Chingnchgook 

•ee  tlie  father  of  Tamcnund  standing  in  his 

and  paint,  and  var-lock,  titcn  will  he  believe 

missionaries.'* 

**  Secin'  a  bclievin'  of  a  sartainty.— All's  me ! 

Isnd  some  of  us  may  sec  these  things  sooner  titan 
we  thouglit.     I  comprehend  your  meanin'  about 
nVuDenund's  father,    Sarpent,    and   the  idee's  a 
doK  idee.     Taraenund  is  now  an  elderly  man,  say 
eighty,  every  day  of  it ;  and  his  father  was  scalped 
and  tormented,  and  burnt,  when  the  present  pro- 
phet  was  a  youngster.     Yes,  if  one  could  see  that 
come  to  pass,  there  wouldn't  be  much  difficulty  in 
yieldin'  faitli   to   all   that   the   missionaries  say. 
^■Bowaever,  I  am  not  ag'in  the  opinion  now ;    for 
you  mast  know,  SnrjKnt,  that  Die  great  principle 
_  of  Christianity  is  to  believe  tcilhatU  seeing ;  and  a 
^nun  should   always  act  up   to  bis  religion  and 
principles,  let  tlicui  lie  what  they  may." 
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**  ThKt  ia  Btnnge  for  »  vise  labon,"  snd  tb 
DdKv-ftKi  witli  cmphsait.  "  The  red  mu  lo«b 
bard,  Uiat  he  may  ta  uid  understsnd.'* 

**  Yes,   that's  pUuserble,  and  is  mftttMt  to 
tDorUl  pride ;  but  it's  not  ss  deep  ss  it  mobs.    U 
ve  oonld  understand  aJi  we  see,  Sarpcal,  Ibcn 
taigbt  be  not  only  sense  but  aAiVty  in  nfa^'te 
give  faith  to  any  one  thing  that  we  Btigfat  ini 
onoomprchcnsible ;    but  vhen  there**  fo  anny 
things,    about  which   it  loay  be  said  we  know 
nothin'  at  all,  why  there's  little  use,  and  no  n^ 
son  in  bein'  difficult  touchin'  any  one  in  particlK. 
For  my  jnrt,  Delaware,  all  my  thoagfats  han^ 
been  on  the  game,  when  outlyin'  in  thebantaiad 
scoutins   of  our  youth.     Many**  the   ban  Pre 
passed  pleasantly  enough  too,  in  what  »  mrnei 
conterplation  by  my  people.     On  such  ummhm 
the  mind  ia  actgrve,  though   the  body  Mens  Ibj 
and  listless.     .\n  open  spot  on  a  mountain  tJM, 
where  a  wide  look  con  be  had  at  the  heavens  t  d 
the  'arth,  is  a  most  judieiona  pUce  for  a  bsd  b 
get  a  just  idee  of  the  power  of  the  Manitoo,  sad 
of  his  own  littJenexs.  Atsuch  times,  iheretaa'ta^ 
great  disposition  to  find  fault  witli    filtle  dfr 
cultics  in  the  way  of  oomprehenaiQii,  aa  then  Mt 
so  many  big  ones  to  hide  tbem.    Betierin'  eooiM 
easy  enoogb  to  ne  at  such  tiroes ;    and,  if  tbt 
Lord  nwde  man  first  out  of  *&nb,  as  tbey  IcU  nr 
It  is  written  in  the  Bibl^  then  turns  him  into 
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.  at  death.  I  see  no  great  difficulty  in  the  way 
I  bringin'  liim  back  in  the  bodjr,  though  ashes  be 
only  substance  loft.  Thcxc  tilings  lie  beyond 
undentandin',  though  they  may,  and  do  lie 
'  to  our  fc«lin's.  But  of  all  the  doctrines, 
nt,  that  whicli  disturbs  me,  and  dUconsarts 
sy  mind  tlic  most,  is  the  one  wliich  touches  us  to 
iiink  that  a  pnlc-face  goes  to  one  heuven,  and  « 
d-skin  to  nnuther;  it  may  aeparute  in  death 
which  lived  much  together,  and  loved  each 
^er  well  in  life  !" 

"  Do  the  missionaries  teach  their  white  bre- 
U>  think  it  is  so?"  demanded  the  Indian,  with 
ious  earnestness.  "  The  Uelawares  hcliere  that 
men  and  brave  warriors  will  hunt  together 
file  same  pleasant  woods,  let  them  belong  to 
ever  tribe  tliey  may ;  that  all  the  unjust 
Indians  and  cowards  will  have  to  sneak  in  with 
lie  doi;s  and  the  wolvea  to  get  venison  for  their 
igc^." 

"  TSs  wonderful  how  many  oonsaits  mankind 

cons&niin'  happioesa  and  misery  hereafter '." 

cdaimed  the  hunter,  borne  away  by  the  power 

of  his  own  thoughts.     "  Some  hdicvc  in  bumin's 

)d  dames,  and  some  think  punishment  is  to  eat 

ith   tlie  wolves  and  dogs,     llien,   ag'in,   some 

l&ncy  lieaven  to  be  only  tlie  carryin'  out  of  their 

lown  'arthly  longiii's ;  while  others  fancy  it  all  gold 

nd  shinin'  lights !     Well,  I've  an  idee  of  my  own 
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ia  thst  nutter,  which  is  jutt  this,  SupeaL  VteK 
ever  I've  done  wrong,   I've  pncrallj-  fomd  >Mi 
owin*  to  some  blindness  of  the  mind  wUtfi  tsJ 
the  right  from  view,  and  when  sight  ba3mu;,:Ai, 
then  has  come  sorrow  uid  rcpentukce.    New,  1 
coosait  that,  niier  de«t)i,  when   the  body '»  W 
■aide,  or,  if  used  nt  aU,  is  puriticd  and  witboal  ill 
kmgia's,  the  spirit  sees  all  thing*  in  tbeiria'd 
light,  and  never  becomes  blind  to  tnith  and  jn- 
tice.     Such  bcin'  the  case,    all  that  has  been  iom 
in  life  ia  beheld  w  plunly  as  the  san  is  secari 
noon ;  the  good  brings  joy,  while  the  evil  bmp 
sorrow.    Theresa  ootlun'  onrensunable  in  tfaa^  hi. 
it's  agreeable  to  every  man's  eiper'ence." 

"1  thought  tlie  pale-faces  believed  wB  bb 
were  wicked ;  who  then  could  ever  6nd  iba  vkiM 
man's  heaven  P' 

"  That's  ingen'ous,  but  it  fmUs  short  of  lh> 
missionary  tcachin's.  You'll  be  chrisiiamied  tm 
day,  I  make  no  doubt,  and  then  't«-iU  aQ  ooa* 
plain  enough.  You  must  know,  Sarpent,  tfci^ 
tlicre's  been  a  great  deed  of  salvation  done,  tkl, 
by  God's  help,  enables  all  men  to  find  a  pafdn 
for  their  wickcdnesw*,  u^d  thai  u  theMNHlrf 
the  wliitc  man's  religion.  1  can't  atop  to  tift 
this  matter  over  with  you  any  longer,  fiv  Betty^ 
in  the  canoe,  and  the  furlough  takes  me  a«fi 
but  the  time  will  come  I  hope,  when  you'll  Jkl 
tliese  things ;  for  after  all  they  oittat  be  /dt,  ialk« 
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LtbftD  reuoned  about.  Ah's!  me;  well,  Delaware, 
e*a  my  hand ;  you  know  it's  that  of  a  fri'nd. 
land  will  shake  it  aa  such,  though  it  never  has 
kdone  you  oti«-liali'  the  good  its  owner  wishes  it 


The  Indian  took  the  offered  hand,  and  returned 
[its  pressure  wamily.    Then  falling  bnck  on  hia 
lact^uircd  stoicism  of  manner,  which  so  many  mi»- 
ke  for  oonsdtution&l  indifference,  he  drew  up  in 
■erre,  and  prepared  to  part  from  his  friend  with 
Jty.     Deerslayer,  however,  was  more  natural ; 
■  would  he  have  at  all  cared  about  giving  way 
[to  his  feelings,  had  not  the  recent  conduct  and 
of  Judith  given  him  some  secret,  though 
Sned  appreheimions  of  a  scene.     He  was  too 
[bumble  to  imagine  the  truth  concerning  the  actual 
cUngs  of  that  beautiful  girl,  while  he  was  too 
obscrvAnt  not  to  Iihvc  noted  the  struggle  she  had 
>     mniiiijiinivi  with  hcrsclf,  and  which  had  so  often 
^Ded   her   to  the  very  verge  of  <Uscovery.     That 
^Bomething  extraordinary  was   concealed   in   her 
^^ireaat  he  thought  obvious  cnouf;h  ;  and,  through 
ft  sentiment  of  mnnly  delicacy  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  tlie  liigiiest  human  refinement,  he 
shrank   from   any  exposure   of  her    secret  that 
might  subsequently  cause  regret  to  tlie  girl  her- 
self.    He,  therefore,  determined  to  de|>art  now, 
and  that  without  any  furtlier  manifestations  of 
feeUng  either  from  himself  or  from  others. 
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«*God  bins  nm  I  Sarpent — GodUenTMr 
cried  the  hunter,  u  tbc  cmnoe  lelt  the  nd»  U  tW 
platform.  "  Yoor  Manitou  and  my  God,  o^f 
know  when  and  wliere  are  thaU  meet  ag'in ;  1  iM 
count  it  a  great  blesaing,  and  a  full  reward  bt  mj 
little  good  I  may  hare  done  on  'arth,  ii'wt  abl 
be  permitted  to  ioiow  each  otiier,  and  to  cobmr 
together  hereafter,  aa  ve  bare  ao  Ions  <'"■'  ** 
these  pleasant  woods  afore  at !" 

Chingachgook  waved  his  haod.  Drawing  the 
light  blanket  he  wore  orer  his  bead,  as  a  RoiMii 
would  conceal  his  grief  in  his  robes,  be  ^o«(f 
withdrew  into  the  ark,  in  order  to  indulge  Ul  !■- 
raw  and  his  musings  alone.  Deeralsyer  did  Hi 
sp«ak  again  until  the  canoe  was  half-way  to  tJht 
shore.  Tl>en  he  suddenly  ceased  paddling,  n  m 
interruption  tliat  canw  from  tbe  mild  mBanl 
roioe  of  Hetty. 

'  Why  do  you  go  bock  to  the  Uttrons,  Dew- 
stayerc"  demnndnl  the  girl.  "They  say  /am  fwUt- 
mindcd,  and  such  tliejr  nover  harm  ;  but  you  fam 
as  much  sense  or  Hurry  Harry,  and  n>or*too, 
Judith  thinks,  though  I  don't  see  how  that  en 
weU  be." 

**  Ah  1  Hetty  afore  we  land  I  must  oonvanc  s 
little  with  you,  child ;  and  that  too*  on  msiun 
touching  yourown  welfare  principally.  Stoppad- 
dling — or  mther,  that  the  Mtngoa  needot  think 
we  nre  plotting  and  contriving,  and  ao  mat  b 
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accordingly,  jast  dip  your  paddle  lightly,  and  giTC 
the  canoe  a  little  motion  and  no  more.  That's 
joat  the  idee  and  the  movement ;  I  sec  you're 
ready  enouj^li  at  an  appearance,  and  might  be 
made  useful  in  a  sarcumvontion,  if  it  was  lawful 
now  to  use  one — that's  just  the  idee  and  the 
movement !  Ab's  me !  Dcsait  and  a  iaUe  tongue 
are  evil  tilings,  and  altogether  onbecoming  our 
colour,  Hetty ;  but  it  if  a  pleasure  and  a  stiti»- 
fectioQ  to  outdo  tlie  contriranccB  of  a  red-sktn,  in 
the  strife  of  lawful  warfare.  My  path  has  been 
sfaorf,  and  is  like  soon  to  hare  an  end ;  but  I 
can  sec  tliat  the  wanderings  of  a  warrior  aren't 
alto^cilier  among  bramble*  and  difficulties. 
There's  a  bright  side  to  a  war-patii,  as  well  as  to 
moat  other  things,  if  we'll  only  have  the  wisdom 
to  sec  it,  and  the  gtneronty  to  own  it." 

"  And  why  should  your  war-path,  as  you  call  it, 
cume  so  near  to  an  end,  Dcerslayor }" 

"  Because,  my  good  girl,  my  furlough  comca  so 
near  to  an  end.  They're  likely  to  have  pretty 
much  tJ>e  same  tarmination  as  regards  time — one 
fallowing  on  the  heels  of  the  other,  as  a  matter  of 
courw." 

**  I  don't  understand  your  meaning,  Deer> 
•Uyer,"  returned  the  girl,  looking  a  Uttic  bewil- 
dered. "  Mother  always  said  people  ought  to 
more  pliunly  to  me  thsn  to  most  other 
ecuue  I'm  feeble-minded.     Those  that 
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wc  fe^kHBaided,  doo't  nndentsod  ■*  wOf  a 
tlH»e  th>t  bare  >nue." 

**  WcO,  tbcD,  Hetty,  the  stmjJc  treth  uiim 
Yoa  know  that  I'm  dow  a  cspt|rve  to  the  Hnnmt 
■ml  emptftetf  cut't  do  in  all    thing!   m  iby 


"  But  bowcaD  yoa  be  a  c*{itif«,**  etfjtAf  taki- 
mpced  the  pA,  "  when  yoa  are  oat  hen  oa  A* 
lake  in  father's  bark  caivoe,  and  the  IndBOa  at 
the  woods  with  no  canoe  at  ail  ?  That  taa/t_ 
txvt,  DcCTslayer!" 

"  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  Hettr, 
you  was  right  and  tliat  I  was    wrong, 
yoor  bein'  all  wrong,  and  my  bein'  only  tuo 
the  tmth.    Free  as  ]  Mcm  tn  your  eyes,  gil,  I' 
bound  hand  and  foot  in  ra'ality." 

**  Well,  it  u  a  gnat  niixfortune  tKX  to  hare 
Now  I  can't  aec  or  onderstand  that  yoo  are  a 
tive  or  bound  in  any  manner,     tf  yoa  are 
with  wliat  are  yoor  bund*  and  ka.  £utcned  ?** 

■'  With  a  furlough,  gnl ;    that's    a  thong 
binds  tighter  tliaa  any  clwn.  One  Mii|r  be 
but  the  other  can^    Ropes  and  diains  allow 
kniTcs,  and  dcsait,  and  cgnlrivanccs ;  but 
lough  can  neither  be  cut,  slipped,    nor 
vented  K" 

"  What  sort  of  a  tiling  is  a  furlou^,  then, 
be  stronger  than  hemp  or  iron  i      I    never  ss' 
furiuugh." 
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**  I  hope  jou  may  never  fed  one,  ^ ;  the  tie 
is  altogether  in  ttie  feeliii's  in  tlieae  matters,  and 
therefore  u  to  be  felt  And  not  Men.  You  on 
onderHlaiid  what  it  is  to  give  ■  promise,  I  dure 
My,  good  little  Hetty  ?" 

**  Certainly.  A  i>roinue  is  to  ray  you  will  do  > 
thing,  and  that  binds  you  to  be  as  good  as  your 
word.  Muthcr  always  kept  her  promises  to  me, 
and  tltcn  slic  said  it  vuuld  be  wicked  if  I  didn't 
keep  my  promises  to  tier,  and  to  every  body 
elM." 

"  Tou  Ikftve  had  a  good  nother  in  some  mat- 
ters, diild,  whatever  she  may  have  been  in  other 
•ome.  Tliat  is  a  promise,  and,  as  you  say,  it  must 
be  kept.  Nov,  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
^f  ingtM,  last  night,  and  titer  let  roe  come  olT  to 
•ee  my  fri'nds  and  send  messages  in  to  my  own 
colour,  if  any  such  feel  consam  on  my  account, 
fHi  condition  that  1  shall  be  back  wheit  the  sun 
is  up  to-day,  and  take  whatever  their  revenge  and 
liatred  can  contrive  in  tlic  way  of  torments  in 
aatiafaction  for  the  Ufe  of  a  vrarrior  that  fell  by  my 
rifle,  as  well  as  for  ihnt  of  the  young  iroroan  shot 
by  Hurry,  and  other  disapp'intments  met  vitii  on 
and  about  this  lake.  Wiiat  is  called  a  promise 
btweea  a  motJiiTand  darter,  or  even  atween  stran- 
gers ill  tlie  '•et lltrments  is  called  a  furlough,  when 
given  by  otie  soldier  to  another  on  n  war-path. 
And  now  I  suppose  you  uudcrstaod  my  situation, 
Hetty?" 
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The  girl  tMiAe  no  answer  for  aome  tine,  lid  At 
oeaaed   paddling   altogether,  u  if  the  novd  iin 
di>tncte<l  her  mind  too  much    to  admit  tdtAa 
cmploynKnt.     Then    she    resamed  the  iliriniM 
eamesUj'  and  with  toticitude. 

^Do  you  tliiiik  tite  Hurons  wQI  ban  &i 
heart  to  do  what  yoa  say,  Deenlayerr"  Al 
ukcd.  "  I  hare  found  them  kind  and  hank- 
leu." 

"  That's  tne  enough  as  ccnsama  one  tkit  ja% 
Hetty;    hat  it's  a  very  different   affair  vheail 
oomes  loan  open  inimy  and  be,  too,  the  ovnstf 
a  pretty  aartiin  rifle.     I  don't  say  that  tbey  hm 
me  spedal  malice  on  acooont   of  any  cxpHtls 
already  performed,  for  that  would  be  bTaf[g:tBg,a 
it  migltt  be,  on  tlie  varge  of  the  gnxe ;  but  it's  h 
x-anily    to   l>elieve  that  tbey  know  one  of  thdrj 
bra^'est  and  cnnnin'est  chicA  lell  by  my  haa^  | 
Such  bein*    the  case,  the  tribe  would  ttpntA  j 
them  if  they  failed  to  send  the  spirit  of  ■  pale-fas  ] 
to  keep  the  oompany  of  the  spirit   of  tbeir  nd  1 
brother— always  supposin'  that  be  can   cattk  it  | 
1  look  for  no  marcy,  Hetty,  at  their  hands;  aadj 
my   principal    sorrow    is,   that  such  a  ealaaatyl 
should  befal  me  on  my  first    wmr-palh:  thai  ill 
would  come  sooner  or  later,  every  soldier  ootmts 
on  and  expects." 

"  The  Hurons  thatl  not  harm  yoa,  Dccrslayv," ' 
cried  tlie  girl,  much  excited.  "  Tis  wicked  as  , 
well  as  cntel ;  1  have  the  bible  here  Co  uU  thnB 
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Do  you  think  I  would  stand  by  imd  see  yoa 
[tormented;" 

"  I  hope  not,  my  good  Hetty,  I  hope  not ;  ind 
tbcnforc  when  the  moment  comeH,  I  expect  you 
vill  move  ofT,  and  not  be  a  witness  of  what  yoa 
an*t  help,  while  it  would  griere  you.  But  I 
haven't  stMp]>ed  tlie  {inddles  to  talk  of  my  own 
nfflicuons  and  diSicultie}),  but  to  spc&k  a  little 
plunly  to  you  gal,  consamin'  your  own  mat- 
tera." 

"  What  can  you  hnvc  to  say  to  me,  Dcerslayer  1 
t  Since    motlter    died,  few   talk   to    me    of  such 


"  So  much  the  worse,  poor  gid ;  yes,  'tis  so 
tDQch  the  wurse,  for  one  of  your  state  of  mind 
needs  frequent  talking  to,  in  order  to  escape  the 
■nares  and  desaita  of  tliis  wicked  world.  Vou 
n't  forgotten  Hurry  Harry,  gal,  so  soon,  1 
ate  J" 

"  I ! — I  forget  Henry  \farch  !"  exclvmcd 
Hetty,  starting.  "  Why  should  I  forget  him, 
Decralayer,  wlicn  he  is  our  friend,  and  only  left 
us  last  night.  Then  the  large  bright  star  that 
mother  loved  so  much  to  gaze  at,  was  just  over 
the  top  of  yonder  tall  pine  on  the  mountain,  as 
Hurry  got  into  the  CAnoe ;  and  when  you  landed 
him  on  the  point  near  the  east  bay,  it  wasn't 
more  than  the  length  of  Judith's  handsomest 
riband  above  if 
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"  And  how  c&n  you  know  how  kN^lnpoc, 
or  how  far  I  went  to  land  HonT',  serin*  ^rac 
nut  with  us,  and  the  distance  w»«  so  great,  to  «; 
nothing  of  the  night  l" 

"  Oh  !  I  knew  when  it  was,  well  enongh,"* 
turned  Hetty,  poutirely.  "Tbere'a  mure 
than  one  for  ooanting  tiaw  and  diatanee.  Wla 
the  mind  ia  engaged  it  ta  better  than  axi7  deck 
&Iine  is  feeble,  I  know,  but  it  goes  true 
in  all  that  touches  poor  Hurry  litury.  1 
will  never  marry  March,  DecrsJayer.'* 

"That's  the p'int,  Hetty;   tbat'a  the  Toy 
I  want  to  come  to.    1  suppose  you  know, 
nat'ral  for  young  people  to  have  kind  fedin' 
one  anotlier,  more  especially  when    one  h^pM 
to  be  a  youth,  and  t'other  a  maiden.     No' 
of  your  years  and  mind,   gal,    that  has  Oi 
lather  nor   mother,  and   who    livea   in  a  viUa 
ncss  fre()ucntcd  by  hunters  and   trappers, 
be  on  her  guard  agninst  evils    she  little 
of." 

"  U'hat  harm  can  it  be  to  think  well  of  a  fi 
creature?"   relumed   Hetty,  alntply,   thoi^h  I 
conscious   blood   was   stealtng   to  her  dwda 
spite  of  a  spirit  so  pure  that  it  acaroe  koew  w 
it   prompted  the  blush;  "tlte   Bible  tcUs  oa 
love   thvm   who   dcspitcfuUy    use    as,  and 
ahouldn't  wc  like  them  that  do  not  >'' 

"  Ah  !  Hetty,  the  lore  of  the  misaioQincs  M 
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the  sort  of  Ukin*  I  mean.  Answer  tnc  one  thing, 
dtUd ;  do  you  believe  j-ounelf  to  have  mind 
enough  to  become  ft  wife  and  a  mother  i" 

"  Thnt's  not  a  proper  question  to  ask  ■  young 
woman,  Deerslftver,  imd  I'll  not  annwer  it,"  re> 
turned  the  girl,  in  a  reproving  manner — much  u 
a  p*rent  rebukes  a  child  for  nn  act  of  indiscretion. 
"  Ifj'ou  have  anything  to  say  about  Hurry,  I'll 

Ihear  that — but  you  must  not  speak  evil  of  him; 

|lie  is  absent,  and  'lia  unkind  to  talk  evU  of  the 
absent." 
*'  Your  mother  has  given  you  so  many  good 

ItasMns,  Hetty,  that  my  fears  for  you  arc   not  as 

[peat  as  they  were.  Keverthclcss,  a  young  woman 
without  parents,  in  your  state  of  mind,  and  who 

'  u  not  without  beauty,  must  always  be  in  danger 
in  such  a  lawless  region  as  tliis.  I  would  say 
nothin'  amiss  of  Hurry,  who,  in  the  main,  is  not 
a  bad  man  for  one  of  his  callin',  but  you  ought  to 
know  one  thing,  which  it  may  not  be  altogether 
pleasant  to  tell  you,  but  which  must  be  said. 
March  has  a  desperate  likin'  for  your  alstcTi 
Judith." 

"  Well,  wliat  of  that  ?  Everybody  admires  Ju- 
<lith,  she*s  so  handsome,  and  Hurry  has  told  me 
again  and  again,  how  much  he  wishes  to  marry 
her.  But  tliat  will  never  come  to  pass  for  Judith 
don't  like  Hurry.  She  likes  another,  and  talks 
about  him  in  lier  sleep  ;  though  you  need  not  ask 
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me  irho  be  is,  for  all  ihc  gold  in  KJa^  Oi»j^V 
crown,  and  uU  the  jeweU  too,  wouldn't  tnsfttt 
to  tell  jrou  liis  Rime.  If  sisters  can't  kc^  och 
other's  secrets,  who  can  ^" 

"  Sartainljr ;  I  do  not  wish  jon  to  tell  me,  lUxt, 
nor  wouhl  it  be  any  advantage  to  &  dym'  maa  M 
know.  What  llie  tongue  says  vrhca  the  vaaA 
asleep,  neither  head  nor  heart  is  ansvcnfilf 
for." 

"  I  wtjh  I  knew  vbjr  Judith  talks  so  mvA  9 
her  slet^j)  about  officers  and  boiwst  hearts,  mi 
false  tongues;  but  1  suppose  she  don't  Uke  uul 
me,  as  I'm  feeble-minded.  Isn't  it  odd,  Ow 
slayer,  that  Judith  don't  like  Hurry — be«b  b 
tlic  brarest-lookittg  youth  that  erer  oooMa  ifdk 
the  lake,  and  i«  as  handsome  as  she  is  htnA 
Father  always  said  they  vould  bo  the  oomeliHt 
couple  in  tl>e  country ;  though  moOier  didn't  I 
March,  any  more  than  Judith.  Tliere's  no  1 
vbnt  will  hxppcn,  they  say,  until  tilings  1 
come  to  pass." 

"  Ah'a  !  me— well,  poor  Hetty,  'tis  of  no  gitst 
use  to  talk  to  them  Uint  can't  understand  jau, 
and  so  111  my  no  more  about  what  I  did  wifk  la 
speak  of,  tltough  it  lay  heary  on  my  nmuL  M 
the  paddle  in  motion  ag'in,  gal,  and  well  ftak 
for  the  shore,  for  the  son  n  atmtij  v^  and  my 
furlough  is  almost  out."* 

The  canoe  now  glided  ahead,  holding  tb  say 
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towards  the  point  where  Deerslayer  veil  knew 
ttat  hifl  enemies  expected  him,  and  where  he 
DOW  began  to  be  afraid,  be  might  not  arrive  in 
MMOn  to  redeem  his  plighted  faith.  Hettjr,  per- 
flening  his  impatience  without  very  clearly  com- 
pnkending  its  caose,  however,  seconded  his  ef- 
forts in  a  way  that  soon  rendered  their  timely 
letum  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  Then,  and 
then  only,  did  the  young  man  suffer  bis  exertions 
to  fla^  and  Hetty  began  again  to  prattle  in  her 
a|de  confiding  manner,  though  nothing  farther 
uttered  that  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to 
rdate. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

"  Tbau  liaM  been  binj,  DcbUi,  lliii  ^,  anit  r>* 
BMMflkrworkiaibtntl    The  g>tn  «f  bdl 
Aretkrangcd,  ytt  ivioe  tn  iImmuiuI  ap  Irit*  ma^ 
Who,  from  tbtir  warm  and  Wakbtul  UMOMrtit 
Feor  no  dtTDcta,  ■iiM  m  Um  ttui  go  owa 

Eoicr  Iht  wmU  of  WM  I" 

•ovnli. 

One  exi>en«!nc«d  in  Uie  Migns  of  the  beatoii 
would  h&re  seen  tint  th«  sun  wanted  bat  tm  at 
three  minutes  of  the  tenitii,  wheu  Deenbjtt 
landed  on  tJte  point  where  ttie  Hurona  wtn  DOT 
encamped  nearly  abreast  of  the  castle.  Tbb  tjA' 
was  similar  to  the  one  already  described,  with  iht 
vxct-ptioi)  tliat  tlie  suriaoe  of  the  land  wu  ku 
broken  and  less  crowded  with  trees.  Owing  to 
thc«:  two  circun)  stances  it  was  all  the  belUr 
suited  to  the  puriK>»e  for  which  it  had  been  * 
lected,  the  space  beneath  the  branches  be«i>$ 
some  resemblance  to  a  densely  wooded  tawn.  Fa- 
voured by  its  posiliun  and  its  spring,  it  had  bun 
much  resorted  to  by  savages  and  huatefSf  awl  t^ 
natural  grasses  had  succeeded  their  fins,  Iviif 
an  appearance  of  sward  in  places,  a  vary  anunil 
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^Wcompcniment  of  the  virg:in  forest.     Xor  vas  the 

gin  of  water  fringed  with  bushes,  as  on  so 

)Uch  of  its   shore,  but  tbo  eye  penetrated  the 

Is  iromediately  on  reacbing  the  strand,  com- 

nding  nearly  the  whole  arta  of  the  projection. 

If  it  was  a  point  of  honour  with  the  Indian 

Trairior  to  redeem  his  word,    when  pledged   to 

im  and  meet  liis  death  at  a  given  hour,  ao  was 

a  point  of   characteristic   pride   to   show   no 

romanish  impatience,  but  to  rc-appcar  as  nearly 

possible  at  the  appointed   moment.     It  was 

not   to  exceed  the  grace  accorded   by  the 

icroaity  of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  better  to  meet 

a  minute.     Sometliing  of  this  dramatic  effect 

Qglca  with  most  of  the  grarer  usages  of  the 

hcsn  iiburigines,  and  no  doubt,  like  the  pre- 

Ivilencc  of  a  similar  feeling  among  people  more 

I  sophist icatcd  and  refined,  may  be  referred  to  a 

principle  of  rwturv.     We  all  loi-c  the  wonderful, 

and  when  it  comes  attended  by  chivalrous  self^ 

^^derotion  and  a  rigid  regard  to  honour,  it  preseiiu 

^ntaelf  to  uur  admiration  in  a  sluipe  doubly  attrao- 

^nvc     As  resiwcts  Deerdayer,  though  he  took  a 

^^mde  in  showing  his  white  blood,  by  often  de- 

viatiitg  from  the   usages  of  tlie  red-men,  he  fro- 

Iquently  dropped  into  their  customs,  and  oftener 
into  their  feelings,  unconsciously  to  himself,  in 
consequence  of  having  no  other  arbiters  to  appeal 
to   than  their  judgments    and   tastes.      On  the 
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present  occasion,  he  would  hsve  abalUBtdfiBB 
betraying  a  fcvcrisli  baste  by  a  too  spMdv  M&m, 
since  it  vrould  liavc  contained  a  tacit  mIbhmb 
that  the  Lime  asked  for  wms  more  than  had  bm 
wanted;   but,  on  the  other  hand,  had  tht  ite 
occurred  to  hiiit,  lie  would    have    quickened  Int 
moTetnents  a  Uttle,  in  order  to  avoid  th«  inmKk 
■ppeaianoe  of  returning  at  tlie  preciae  itnunt  at  [ 
w  the  utinoit  limit  of  his  absence.    Still,  noAt , 
had   interfered   to  defeat  the  last   inteotiaB,  far  { 
when  the  young  man  put  bb  foot  on  the  poin^  \ 
and  advanced  with  a  steady  tread  towards  tbe 
group  of  chiefs  that  was  scAted  io  grave  anf  J 
on  a  fallen  tree,  the  oldest  of  their  niunber  < 
his  eye  upward  at  an  opening  in  the  tfeM>sal] 
pointed  out  to  his  companioos  the  startling  6(11 
the  sun  was  just  entering  a  space  that 
to  mark  ttic  zenith.     A  commott,  but  lowi 
nation  of  surprise  and  admiratHm  eac^xd  e*syl 
mouth,   and    the  grim    warriors  lotted  at 
otlier ;  some  with  envy  and  disappointment,  i 
with  astonishmait,  at  ttie  precise  oocorscy  c€l 
victim,    and  otlicrs   witli  a  more 
liberal   fcL-ling.      The   American    Indian 
dccnivd  hi«  moral  victories  tlie  oobhat, 
the  groans  and  yielding  of  hia  victim  under! 
more  than  tlic  trophy  of  his  scalp  ;  nod  the  t 
itself  more  llian  his  life.     To  slay,  and 
bring  off  tlic  proof  of  victory,  indeed^i 
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ted  honoaralile;  even  these  nitle  mid  fi«rce 
its  of  the  forest,  like  tlieir  more    nurtured 
Btbren  of  the  court  aiid  th«  camp,  having  set 
for  thcmsclvea  imaginary  and  arbitrary  points 
honour,  to  supplant  the  conclusions  of  the 
gbt>  and  the  decisions  of  reason. 
The  Hurons  had  been  divided  in  their  opinions 
iccmins;  the  probaStUty  of  their  captive's  return, 
among  them,  indeed,  had  not  expected  it 
bl«  for  a  palc*fsce  to  come  back  voluntarily 
meet    the   known   penalties    of   an    Indian 
but  n  few  of  the  seniors  expected  better 
Dgs  from  one  who  had  already  shown  himself 
'  ainjfularly  cool,  brave,  and  upright.     The  party 
come  to  its  decision,  however,  less   in   the 
station  of  finding  the  pledj^e  redeemed,  tlian 
hope  of  diKgracing  the  Delan-are;^  hy  casting 
their  teeth  the  delinquency  of  one  bred  in 
eir  villages.    They  would  have  direatly  preferred 
Cfaingachgook  should  be  their  prisoner,  and 
the  traitor  ;  but  the  pale-face  scion  of  the 
stock  was  no  bad  substitute,  for  their  pur- 
B,  failing  in  their  designs  ai^inst   the  andent 
With  a   view  to  render  the  triumph   as 
tal  as  possible,   in    the  event  of  the  hour's 
nng  without  tlte  re-appearance  of  the  hunter, 
tlie  warriorn  and  scouts  of  the  party  had  been 
tiled  in;  utd  the  whole  band,  men,  women,  and 
children,  was  now  assembled  at  this  single  point 
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to  be  a  iritncfis  of  the  expected  Mane.   At  ftl 
castle  wss  in  plain  view,  aDd  by  no  ncant 
it  was  eanly  watched  by  dayliglit ;  aod  it  bta 
thought  that  its    inmatea  w«re  now  liinitd  tt 
Hurry,  ttic  Delaware,  and  the  two  girk,  at 
prehensions  were  felt  of  their  being  able  to 
unseen.     A  Utgt  rafl,  liaving  a  bnait-wirt 
logiy  bad  been  pre]>ared,  and  was  in  ecbal  rai 
neu  to  be  ued  against  either  ark  or 
occasion    might  require,  so  soon  as  the 
Decralayer  was  determined ;  the  scsion  et 
party   Itaving  come  to  the  opinion   that  it 
getting  to  be  hazardous  to  delay  tbeir 
for  Canada,  beyond  the  coming  n%bt.    In 
the  band  waited  merely  to  dispose  of  tins 
affair,  ere  it  brought  matters  to  a  crisis, 
pared  to  commence  its  retreat  toranla  dM 
waters  of  Ontario. 

It  WAS  an  imposing  scene,  into  wbkh 
slayer  now   found  himself  adrandag. 
older  warriors  were  seated  on   t)ie  trunk 
fallen    tree,  waiting    tua    approach    with 
dceorum.    On  the  right  stood  the  yui 
armed,  while  the  left  was  occupied  by  the 
and  children.     In  tlie  centre  was  an  opea 
of  conddemhlo  extent,  always  canopied  by 
hut  from  which  the  underbrush,  dead 
other  obstacles  lud  been  carefully  reinoved> 
more  open  area  had  probably  been  mucb 
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scr  parties,  for  this  wax  the  place  where  the 

jtpearance  of  a   sward  was   the  niost  decided. 

arclic*  of  the  woods,  e\-en  at  high  noon,  cast 

soRibre   itlnulowii    on  tlte  spot,  which  tlie 

Jiuit  rays  of  Uie  lun  that  struggled  through 

leaves  contributed  to  mellow,  and,  if  such  an 

Non  can  he  used,  to  illuminato.      It  was 

sboibly  firom  a  similar  scene  that  ttie  mind  of 

first  got  its    idea   of   the  effects   of  Gothic 

and  churcldy  hues ;  this  temple  of  nature 

jdocing  some  such  effect,  so  far  as  Ught  and 

Jows  were  concerned,  as  tlic  wcU-knowD  off- 

ring  of  human  invention. 

As  vras  not  unusual  among  tlie  tribes  and  wander 
bands  of  the  aborigines,  two  chiefs  shared,  in 
rly  equal  degrees,  the  principal  and  primitive 
liority  that  was  wielded  over  these  children  of 
forest.  There  were  several  who  might  claiin 
distinction  uf  being  chief  men,  but  the  two 
in  question  were  so  much  superior  tu  all  the  rest 
in  influence,  that,  when  they  agreed,  no  one  dis- 
puted their  mandates;  and  when  they  were 
divided,  the  hand  hesitated,  like  men  who  had 
JoBt  their  governing  principle  of  action.  It  was 
^0  in  confoRDtty  with  practice — perhaps  we 
might  add,  in  conformity  with  nature,  that  one  of 
the  chiefs  was  indebted  to  his  mind  for  hts  in- 
dueiK'c-,  wlicrcas  the  other  owed  his  distinction 
altogetlter  to  qualities  that  were  pbyMcal.  One 
VOL.   111.  K 
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B  **  Here  1  am,  Mingos,"  he  said  in  the  dialect 
|F  the  Delan'arcs,  a  language  that  most  present 
nnderatood ;  "  here  1  am,  and  there  is  the  sun. 
One  is  not  more  true  to  the  laws  of  natar',  than 
the  other  has  proved  truo  to  his  word.  1  am 
foor  prisoner  j  do  with  mc  what  you  please.  My 
business  witli  man  and  'artb  is  settled ;  nothing 
nwnains  now  hut  to  meet  the  white  man's  God> 
KDordin*  to  a  vliitc  man's  duties  and  ^fts.'' 
Ha  murmur  of  ajipruhation  escaped  even  tltc 
Ibmen  at  this  address,  and  for  an  instant  tliere 
WIS  m  Htronj;  and  pretty  gciierid  desire  to  adopt 
Into  the  trihc  one  who  owned  so  brave  a  spirit. 
BtiQ  there  were  dissenters  from  tliis  wish,  among 
tlw  princijial  of  whom  might  he  classed  the  Pai^ 
Ifaer,  and  his  sister,  to  Sumach,  so  called  from 
tlie  number  of  her  children,  who  was  the  widow 

■  le  Loup  Cerricr,  now  known  to  have  fallen  by 
5m  hand  of  the  captive.  Native  ferocity  held  one  in 
•abjection,  while  tlie  corroding  passion  of  revenge 
prevented  the  other  from  admitting  any  jiEeiitlcr 
feeling  at  tlie  moment.  Xot  so  with  Rivettoak. 
This  chief  arose,  stretched  his  arm  befurc  him,  in 

■  gesture  of  courtesy,  and  paid  his  complinienta 
witli  an  ease  and  dignity  that  a  prince  miglit  have 
envied.  At,  in  that  band,  his  wisdom  and  elo- 
qacnce  were  <:nufessedly  williout  rivals,  he  knew 
that  on  htinseir  would  properly  fall  the  duty  of 
Bnt  replying  to  die  speech  of  tlie  pale-fsoe. 
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"  Pale-face,  you  are  honest,''  said  the  Bonn 
ontor.  "Mr  people  are  happy  in  faaTng 
tur«d  a  ronn,  and  not  a  akulking  fox.  We  i 
linovr  jroti ;  wc  stisU  treat  yuu  like  a  fanTt- 
you  have  dain  one  of  our  warriors,  and  faci|i 
kill  otlicra,  yoa  have  a  Ufc  of  your  own 
give  away  in  return.  Some  of  my  yoaag  I 
thought  tliat  the  blood  of  a  pale-face  ma  tool 
tJiat  it  would  refuw  to  run  under  the  lluran  I 
You  will  show  tliem  it  ia  not  so ;  your  he 
stout  as  well  aa  your  body.  It  is  a  pie 
make  such  a  pmoiier;  should  roy  wamoni 
that  the  deatli  of  Ic  Loup  Ccrvier  ought  not  tal 
forgotten,  and  that  he  cannot  travel  towards  ik 
land  of  spirits  alone,  that  his  enemy  mast  be  i 
to  overtake  him,  they  will  remember  I 
by  tlio  hand  of  a  l>rave^  and  send  you 
with  Bueh  signs  of  our  friendship  as  shall  dMi 
him  ashamed  to  keep  your  eonipnny.  I 
apokcn  ;  you  know  wliat  I  have  said."' 

"  True  enough,  Mingo,  aJ)  true  as  the  { 
returned   the  simple-minded  hunter;  "youtiH 
spoken,  and  I  do  know  not  only  what  yoa  hflH 
said,  but  what  is  still  more  important,  vhal  Jl^ 
tnean.  I  dare  to  say  your  warrior  tite  Lynx,  n*  * 
stout-bearted  brave,  and  worthy  of  your  fr'ioilibf 
and  respect,  but   1  do  not  feel  unworthy  to  \aaf 


his   company,  willtout  any 
hands.    Nevertlielcss,  here  I 


paupurt  firum  700 
am,  ready  to  nccin 
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jQcIgment  from  your  council,  if,  indeed,  the  mst- 
'^er  was  not  detarmincd  among  you,  afore  I  got 

**  My  old  men  would  not  sit  in  council  over  a 
jnle-faoe  until  they  saw  him  among  them,'*  an- 
swered   Rivenoak,  looking    around   him  a  little 
ironically ;  "  they  said  it  would  be  like  sitting  in 
coundl over  Uic  winds;  they  go  when:  they  will, 
and  come  bock  as  tlicy  sec  fit,  and  not  otherwise. 
There  was  one  Toioc  that  spoke  in  your  favour, 
Decnlnyer,  but  it  was  alone,  like  the  song  of  the 
VTCn  whose  mate  has  been  struck  by  the  hawk." 
J       *  1   thank  that  voice  whoscver   it   may   have 
^■ean,  Mingo,  and  will  say  it  was  as  true  a  voice 
^^p  the  rest  were  lying  voices.     A   furlough  is  as 
Hvinding  on  a  pale>faoe,  if  he  be  honest,  as  it  is  on 
a  red-skin  ;  and  was  it  not  so,  I  would  never 
bring  disgrace  on  the  Uelawares  among  whom   I 
ij  be  siud  to  have  received  my  vdication.     But 
are  useless,  and  lead  U*  bragjpn*  feelin's ; 
1  am ;  act  your  will  on  me." 
Rivenoak   made   a   sign   of  ocquiesoenoe,   and 
a  short  conference  was  privately  held  among 
I      the  chiefs.     As  soon  as  the  latter  ended,  three  or 
^■Ibur  young  men  fell  back  from  among  the  armed 
^Hfoap,  and  disappeared.     Then  it  was  signi&cd  to 
^Bthe  prisoner  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  at  large 
on  the  point,  until  a  council  was  held  concerning 
his  &te.    There  was  more  of  sccoiing,   than   of 
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ml  mirM—***,  howercr,  in  this  qipnait  fibtn- 
Ecf.  inasmodi  as  the  yoraig  tnea  wentinnei,  A- 
reMty  formed  a  fine  of  senthiela  across  titebmtt 
of  tiue  point  inland,  and  eso^ie  from  any  oAb 
part  was  fxit  of  tbe  qnestioa.     Evot  tbeaaoi 
was  leaMwed  brrond  this  lioe  of  sattinib,  tot 
ipotwhcivit  was  cansidered  aafefiwn  any  lai- 
den  attempt.    These  precaations  <fid  not  ytomH 
&om  a  &ihiK  of  confidence,  bat  from  Ae  liiua 
stance  that  the  pRSOoer  bad  now  ootnpfied  mA 
all  ihe  rvqniied  conditions  of  his  parole,  and  it 
would  have  been  considered  a  commend^le  md 
hoQoimbltf  exploit  to  escape  from  his  foes.    So 
nice,  indeed,  were  the  distinctions  dr«wn  bv  tbe 
saTOWs.  in  cases  of  this  nature,  that  they  oflea 
gave  their  victiins  a  chance   to  erade  the  toitim, 
deenun;  it  as  creditable  to  the  captors  to  orotalce, 
or  to  out-wit  a  fagitive,  when   his  exertions  woe 
supposed  to  be  quickened  by  the  extreme  je(^>an)y 
of  his  situation,  as  it  was  for  him  to  get  dial 
trum  so  mach  extraordinary  Tigilance. 

Nor  was  Deerslayer  nnconscious  of,  or  forgetfiil 
of,  his  rights  and  of  his  opportnnities.  Coold 
he  now  hare  seen  any  probable  opening  fw  in 
escape,  the  attempt  would  not  have  been  debved 
a  minute.  But  the  case  seemed  desperate.  He 
was  aware  of  the  line  of  sentinels,  and  felt  tbe 
difficulty  of  breaking  throogfa  it,  unharmed.  Tbe 
lake  offered  no  advantages,  as  the  canoe  would 
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I  given  hia  foea  the  grestcst  laetlitie*  for  ovci- 
ng  liim ;  else  would  be  tiare  found  it  no  diffi- 
tuk   to  swim  u  fu  lu  the  eutle.    Am  he 
about  the  point,  he  eren  examined  the 
to  ascertain  if  it  offered  no  place  of  conccal- 
nt ;  but  its  openness,  its  liw,  and  the  hundred 
tchful  glances  that  were  turned  towards  him, 
while  those  who  mtulc  ihem  aHi-clcd  not  to 
bim,  pix;vcnt<.>'J  nny  xueh  expedient  from  suc- 
edtng.    The  dread  and  disgrace  of  failure  had 
influence  on  Dccrsbyer,  who  deemed  it  ever  a 
at  uf  honour  to  reason  and  fe«l  like  a  white 
.y  ratlier  tlian  as  aii  Indian,  and  who  felt  it  a 
of  duty  to  do  all  he  cootd  that  did  not  in- 
bIto  a  dereliction  from  principle,  in  order  to  nre 
life.     Still  he  Ite&itated  about  making  the  ef* 
tort,  for  he  also  felt  that  he  ought  to  see  the 
■mdoc  of  success  before  he  committed  htmadf. 

In  the  mean  time  the  business  of  the  camp  ap* 

geared  to  proceed  in  its  regular  train.    The  chielB 

Bonsoltvd  apart,  admitting  no  one  but  the  Samach 

to  their  councils ;  for  she,  the  widow  of  the  fallen 

warrior,  had  an  exelasivG  right  to  be  heud  on 

rh  an  occauon.  The  young  men  stroRed  about 
indolent  listlessaess,  awaiting  the  result  with 
Indian  patience,  while  the  females  prepared  the 
ftast  that  was  to  cctcbntte  the  termination  of  the  af- 
fair, wbctlker  it  proved  furtunate  or  utiicnrise,  (or 
our  hero.     No  ooe  betrayed  feeling  [  and  ao  in- 
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from  beyond  the  riving  «un  |  we  are  chil- 
of  the  setting  suu ;  we  turn  our  Gicea  towarda 
Great  Sweet  Laken  wlicn  we  look  cowards 
'  nllages.  It  maj*  be  a  wise  country  and  full 
'riches  towards  the  morning;  hut  it  is  very  plea- 
towards  the  evening.  We  love  moiit  to 
in  that  direction.  When  wo  gaze  at  the 
we  feel  afraid,  canoe  after  canoo  hringing 
and  more  of  your  pcuiile  in  the  track  of  the 
as  if  their  land  was  so  full  aa  to  run  over, 
red  men  are  few  already ;  they  have  need  of 
dp.  One  of  our  best  lodges  has  lately  been 
aptied  by  tlie  death  of  its  master  :  it  will  be  a 
time  before  his  son  can  grow  big  enough  to 
in  his  place.  There  is  his  widow;  slie  will 
at  reniion  to  feed  her  anil  her  children,  for  her 
[)S  are  yet  like  tlio  young  of  the  robin  before 
quit  the  nest.  By  your  hand  has  this  great 
itity  befallen  her.  She  lias  two  duties ;  one 
iLoup  Cervier,  and  one  to  his  cliitdreti.  Scalp 
Ip,  life  for  life,  blood  for  blooil,  is  one  law; 
'  feed  her  young,  another.  We  know  you,  Killer 
of  the  Deer.  Vou  arc  honest ;  when  you  say  a 
thing,  it  is  BO.  You  have  but  one  tongue,  and 
that  is  not  forked  like  a  snake's.  Your  head  is 
never  hid  in  the  grass ;  all  can  sec  it.  \Miat  you 
say,  that  will  you  do.  You  arc  just.  When  you 
Itave  done  wrung,  it  is  your  wish  U>  do  right 
soon  as  you  can.    Here  is  tltc  Sumach  j 
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she  is  atone  in  h«r  vij^mm,  with  children  afm] 
around  h«r  for  food  \  yonder  H  a  rifle ;  it  b  1 
ed  and  rctuly  to  be  lired.    Tnkc  the  gun ;  |i>l 
and  shoot  a  deer;  bring  the  venison  andbritl 
fore  the  widow  of  le  I»up  Comer ;  feed  her  ■ 
drcn ;  coll  yourself  her    husband.     AAet 
your  heart  will  no  longer  be  Dcbware, 
ron  ;  le  Sumach's  ears  will   not  bear  the  oinj 
her  children ;  my  people  will  coaat  the 
number  of  warrigni." 

*'  I  fcai'd  this  Rivcna«k,"  antwered 
when  the  other  hod  ceased  speaking :  **  yet,  1 1 
dread  that  it  would  come  to  Uiis.      Hownrw, 
truth  is  Mon  told,  and  that  will  put  an  end  tot 
expectations  on  this  head.     Mingo,    I'm 
and   Christian-bom ;  'twould   ill  beoooke 
take  a  wife,  under  red-skin  forms,  from 
hcathi-n.     11)Bt  which  I  wouldn't  dn  in 
times  and  under  a  bright  aun,  still  leaa 
do  behind  clouds  in  order  to  aave  my  Ttfe.    I 
never  marry ;  mout  likely  Providence,  in 
me  up  here  iu  the  woo<ls  has  intended  I 
live  single,  and   without  a  lodge  of  my  own  t 
should  such  B  thing  come  to  pass,  onne  but  a ' 
man  of  my  own  colour  and  gifts  aliail  darken  I 
dour  of  my  wigwam.     As  for  fe«diiig  tbe 
of  your  dead  warrior,  1  would  do  that 
couhl  it  be  done  witliout  discredit;  but  it  i 
seeing  that  I  can   never  live  in  a  Huron 
Your  own  young  men  must  find  the  Sutnack  I 


fCnison,  and  tba  next  time  she  marries,  let  hi 
phe  a  hoilnnd  whose  legs  are  not  long  enough  t 
Oremm  temtory  that  don't  belong  to  him.  Wi 
fiw'e  a  lair  baUle,  and  he  fell ;  in  this  there  i 
BOtHa'  but  what  a  brare  expects,  and  should  b 
mdy  to  meet.  As  for  getting  a  Mingo  heart,  • 
ffcU  might  yon  expect  to  see  grey  haira  on  a  bo; 
>r  tlic  blaekberry  growing  on  tltc  pine.  No,  no 
Huron  ;  my  gittm  are  white,  so  far  aa  wires  ar 
Kmsamed ;  it  is  Delaware  in  all  tilings  toucliln 
Indians."  I 

b  -Thno  words  were  acaiocly  out  of  the  rooath  C 
pomlayer,  before  a  cammon  murmur  betraye 
he  dissatisfaction  with  which  tliey  had  bee 
leanj.  The  aged  women  in  particular,  were  luu 
n  tlicir  cxpresBJons  of  disgust;  and  tlic  gent 
Somach,  herself,  a  woman  quite  old  enough  tol 
Mr  hero's  mother,  was  not  the  least  pacific  in  b 
lenurctations.  But  all  the  other  roanifcatatio 
if  illsa{i[>uintmcnt  and  discontent  were  throi 
Dto  Uie  back-ground,  by  the  fierce  reacntment 
he  Panther,  'iliis  grim  chief  had  thought  it  a  li 
prsdation  to  permit  his  sister  to  become  the  w; 
if  k  pale-iaco  of  the  Yengeeac,  at  all,  and  had  o 
f  given  a  reluctant  consent  to  the  arrangeme 
-one  by  no  means  unusual  aniong  the  Indiaj 
lowerer— at  the  earnest  soliciutiona  of  U.e  \ 
taved  widow;  and  it  goaded  him  to  tlrt:  quick 
lod  hiM  condescension   aUghted,    the  honoorJ 
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bad  with  so  much  regret  been  persuaded  to  mud, 
contemned.  The  animal  from  wlu^  be  gK  b 
name  does  not  glare  on  his  intondcd  prn  «i& 
mure  frightful  fcrodtj-,  than  his  eyes  ^caotcdto 
the  captive ;  DOr  was  hia  anii  backward  in  ttaa^ 
ing  the  Aeroe  resentment  tliat  almost 
bia  brvaat. 

('  Dog  of  the  pale-faoea  \"  be  cxdnawd  ia  Ir^ 
quois,  "go  jtXl  among  the  cum  of  jour  own  «t 
tiunting'groonda  !'* 

Tilt    denunciation    wu    aocoinpanM   bf  fl 
ajipropriatc  aetioD.    Even  while  iitcftkiii^  hia 
was  lifted,  and  the  tomahawk  hurled. 
the  loud  tones  of  tlic  sprakcr  had  drawo  tbt 
of  Dccrslaycr  towards  him,  else  would  that 
mcnt  have  probably  closed  his  career.     So 
n-as   tlio   dexterity   with    which    tbia 
weapon   was  tliruwn,  and  so  deadly  the 
that  it  would  hare  riven  the  skull  of  tb« 
had  he  not  stretched  forth  an  arm,  and 
liondlc  in  one  of  its  turns,  with 
Its  remarkable,  as  the  skill  with  which  the 
lind  been  hurted.    The  projectile  force 
great,  notwithstanding,   that   when   Decrskytr' 
arm  was  arreatcd,  his  hand  was  raised  almv 
behind  his  own  bead,  and  in  tlie  rery 
necessary  to  return  tt>c  attack.     It  ia  Dot 
wUctlier  the  circumitanoc  of  6nding  btntsclf 
exppctedly  in  this  menacing  posture  and 
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apted  the  young  man  to  retaliate,  or  whettier 
idden  resentioent  overcame  his  forbearance  and 
jence.  llis  eye  kiiidlod,  however,  and  a  sainll 
spot  appeared  on  each  check,  while  he  cast 
his  energy  in  the  effort  of  his  arm,  and  threw 
the  weapon  at  his  assailant.  The  ui>expcct- 
Iness  of  tliis  blow  contribatcd  to  its  success ;  the 
anther  neither  raising  an  arm,  nor  bending  his 
ttead  to  avoid  it.  The  keen  Uttlo  axe  struck  the 
in  a  perpendicular  line  with  the  nose, 
|directly  between  the  eyes,  literally  braining  him 
the  spot.  Sallying  forward,  as  the  scqicnt 
at  his  enemy  even  while  receiving  its  own 
death-wound,  tJiis  man  uf  powerful  frame  fell  his 
length  into  the  open  area  formed  by  the  cirde, 
■  quivering  in  dcatli.  A  eummon  rush  to  his  relief 
left  the  captive,  for  a  single  instant,  quite  without 
the  crowd ;  an<l  willing  to  make  one  desperate 
e6Fort  for  life,  lie  bounded  off  with  tlio  actii'ity  of 
a  deer.  There  was  hut  a  breathless  instant,  when 
the  whole  band,  old  and  young,  women  and 
childnm,  abandoning  the  lifeless  l>ody  of  the 
Panther,  where  it  lay,  raised  the  yell  of  alarm, 
and  followed  in  ])ursuil. 

SudJcn  as  hud  been  the  event  which  induced 
Dcenlayer  to  make  tliis  desperate  trial  of  speed, 
his  mind  was  not  wtxilly  unprepared  fur  the  fear- 
ful emergency.  In  the  course  of  t))e  past  hour, 
he  hud  pondered  well  on  the  chances  of  such 
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on  experiment,  and  had  sluwdlf  calcolatM  iD 
the  details  of  sncoess  and  iailare.    At  the  hnt 
leap,  therefore,  his  body  vms  completely  vaim 
the  direction  of  an  intelligence  that  ttoncd  il 
its  efTorts   to   the  best   account,  and  pnwaHJ 
erery  tiling  like  hesitation  or  tndeciiton,  M  te 
important  instant  of  the  start.     To   thb  ikw 
vss   he  indebted  for  the  first  great   adrutim 
that  of  getting  through  the  line  of  sentiDels 
banned.    The  manner  in  which  this 
thouE^h  sufficiently  simple,  rorriu  ■  dowripliaB. 

AlUiough  the  shores  of  the  punt  mre  t»t 
fringed  with  bashes,  as  vas  tlie  case  witli 
oftheotheraon  thclakc,  itwms  owing 
to  tlic  circurnKtano;  that  the  spot  had  been  7 
much  used  by  hunters  and  fisbennca.  Tha 
fringe  commenced  on  what  might  be  termed  the 
main  Und,  and  was  as  dense  as  usual,  i  iiiirf 
ing  in  lung  lines  both  north  and  south.  In  lb 
latter  direction  then,  Deerdayer  held  Wa  war; 
and,  as  tlie  sentinels  were  a  little  witboot  the 
coniniencement  of  this  thicket,  before  the  sliCB 
vras  clearly  communicated  to  them,  the 
had  gained  its  cover.  To  run  aioony  tlie 
howerer,  was  out  of  tite  question,  and  Dter- 
slayer  held  his  way  for  some  forty  or  &ity  jvdt, 
in  ttic  water,  which  was  barely  kitee  deep, 
fcring  as  great  an  obstacle  to  the  ipced  ti 
pursuers  as  it  did  to  his  omi.    As  eooo  as  a 
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bToarablo  spot    prcwntcd,    he  darted   through 

the  line  of  bushes,  and  issued  into  the  upon  woods. 

Several   rifles   were   dischkrged   at  DccrsUyer 

while  in  the  water,  uid  more  fullowcd   as  he 

CAine  out  into  the  comparative  expafurc  of  the 

deer  forest.     But  the   dirccti'>ti   of  his   line  of 

flight,  which  partially   croswd   that  of  tlie  fire, 

the   h&stc  with    w)iich   the  weapons   hnd   been 

umed,  and  the  genend  confusion  that  prerniJed 

in  the  camp,  preretited   any    harm   from    being 

done.      Bullets    whistled   past   him,    and   many 

cot  twigs  from  the  hTsnchcs  at  his  side,  but  not 

touched  eren  )iit  dress.    The  deluy  cauiied 

these  fruitless  attempts  waw  of  great  service 

tlie  fugitive,  who   ha<l   gained   more   than  s 

hondrrd  yands  on  even  the  leading  men  of  the 

HurofiH,  ere  something   like  concert  end   order 

hul  entered  into   the   chase.      To  think  of  foU 

lowing  with  rifle  in  hand  was  out  of  the  ijuestion ; 

mnd  after  emptj-ing  their  pieces  in  vague  hopes 

»of  wounding  their  captive,  the  best  runners  of 
die  Indians  tlircw  them  aside,  calling  out  lo 
the  women  and  boys  to  recover  and  loul  theni 
iguD,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Deerslayer  knew  too  well  tlie  desperate  natoie 
of  the  struggle  in  which  he  was  engaged,  to  lose 
otte  of  tlie  precious  moments.  He  also  knew 
that  his  only  hope  was  to  ran  in  a  straight  line, 
for  as  soon  aa  be  began  to  turn,  or  double,  ttie 
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grettcr  numlier  of  bis  pursuers  would  pot  i 
out  of  the  question.     He  held  lus  way,  thenioni 
in  a  diogoital  direction  up   th«   ■odiritf,  vUA 
was  neither  rerj  high  nor  very  steep,  )o  Hit 
port  of  the  uMuntain,  but  which  was  mffioeoll; 
toilsome  for  one  contending   for  life,  to  Rate 
it    painfully    oppressive.      'ITierc,    howetv,  if 
slAckeiied  his  speed,  to  rocorer  breath,  proeeei' 
iiig  even  at  a  quick  walk,  or  a  slow  trot,  ilia| 
the  more  difficult  porta  gf  the  waT>     The  Hm* 
were  whooping  and  leaping  behind  him ;  bat  ^ 
he    disregarded,  well   knowing   tbej  most  onr- 
ooDie  the  difficulties  be  bail    sunnounteii,  at 
they  could  reach  the  elevation   to  which  be  W 
attained.     The  summit  of  the  drst  hill  ««■  mp« 
quite  near  him,  and  he  saw  by  the  fortuliaB 
of  the  land,  that  a  deep  glen  interreoed,  hdtft 
the  base  of  a  second  hill  rauld  be  readied.     Wilt 
iog  deliberately  to  the  summit,  be  glanced  wpr- 
hf  about  bim  in  every  direction,  in  qncat  at  a 
DOTcr.    Kone  offered  in  the  groaxid ;  but  « 
tree  lay  near  him,  and  desperate  cirminutatias 
rvquire  desperate  remedies.    This  tree  lay  n  s 
line  parallel  to  the  glen,  at  tlie  brow  of  the  UBi 
to  leap  on  it,  and  tlien  to  force  his  pemo  ai 
close  as  possible  under  ita  tower  ndo,  took  but 
K  moni«MiL     Previously  to  diMppeuii^  fron  las 
pursuers,  however,  Deenlayer  stood  on  the  bejgliU 
and  gave  a  cry  of  thumpli,  as  if  exultiag  at  tbt 
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light  of  th«   descent   that   tnj  befure   him, — In 
e  next  iDstant  he  vaa  stTetchcd  beneath   the 
tree. 

No  Rooner  wu   this  expedient  adopted,  ttian 

young  man  ascertained  how  desperate  liad 

been   hia   own   efforts,    by   the   Tiolence  of  the 

pulsations   in    his   frame.     He    could    hear    his 

eurt  beat,  and  his  breathing  was  like  the  action 

'of  a  bellows  in  quick  motion.     Breath  was  gained, 

owerer,  and   the   heart   soon  ceased    to  throb, 

if  about   to   break  through   its   confinement. 

footsteps  (^  those  who  toiled  up  tlte  op- 

ita   side  of  the  acclivity  were  now   audible, 

id  presently  voices  and  trends  announced  the 

arrival  of  the  pursucre.     The  foremost  shouted  as 

reached  the  height ;  then,  fearful  that  their 

lemy  would  escape  under  favour  of  the  descent, 

each  leaped  upon  the  fallen   tree,   and  plunged 

into  the  ravine,  trusting  to  get  a  sight  of  Uio 

tporsucd,  ere   he   reached   the  bottom.     In   UiU 

anner,    Huron    followed   Huron,    until   Nattf 

,n  to  hope  the  whole  had  passed.    Others 

iliKceeded,  however,  until  quite  forty  had  leaped 

er  tlie   tree ;  and   then   he   counted  them,  u 

the    surest    mode    of   ascertaining    how    many 

could    be    behind.      Presently  all   were  in   the 

bottom  of  the  glen,  quite  a  hundred  feet  below 

him,  and  some  had  even  ascended  part  of  the 

opposite  bill,  when  it  became  evident  an  inquiry 
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WM  making  as  to  tb«  direction  he  had  tiko. 
This  was  tlie  critical  moment ;  and  one  of  vrm 
Less  steady,  or  of  a  training  thit  bsd  ben 
neglected,  would  have  seixcd  it  to  rise,  sad  By 
Not  so  with  Deerslayer.  Ilentill  UyquMtimMck 
ing  with  jealous  vigilance  every  moremeat  bebv. 
and  fast  regaining  bis  breath. 

Th6  f  lorons  now  resembled  a  pack  of  '. 
at  fftult.  Little  was  said,  but  c«ch 
about,  examining  die  dead  k^Tea,  as  the 
bunts  for  the  lost  scent.  Tbc  grtak  Rna&a 
of  Eooccanns  that  liad  passed  made  the  axaos- 
nation  difficult,  tliough  the  in-too  of  an  tadHD 
was  easily  to  be  di&tinguiahed  from  the  fiM 
and  wider  step  of  a  white  man.  Believing 
no  more  pursuera  remained  behind,  and 
to  steal  away  unseen,  Deerslayer  suddenly 
himself  over  the  tre^  and  fell  on  tbe  upper  lide. 
Tliis  acliicvcmcnt  appeared  to  be  effected  rat- 
ccssfully,  and  ho|>c  beat  hi^  in  the  IxMom  *f 
the  fugitive.  Rising  to  his  hands  and  feet,  aiftcr 
B  moment  lo«t  in  listening  to  the  wMudt  ta 
the  glen,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he  tod  ben 
BCtn,  the  young  man  next  acnmbled  to  tbt 
top  uf  tiie  hill,  a  distance  of  only  tea  ysfdit 
in  the  expecta^n  of  getting  its  brow  between 
him  and  his  pursuers,  and  himself  so  far  nader 
cover.  Even  tliis  was  elTccted,  and  be  rest  to 
his  feet,  walkii^  awifUj  but  steadily  aJonf  ite 
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imit,  in  a  direction  oppo&ite  to  tliat  in  which 
bad  fint  fled.  The  nature  of  the  calls  in 
glcn>  however,  soon  made  him  uneasy,  and 
sprang  upon  the  summit  again,  in  order  to 
jnnoitre.  No  sooner  did  lie  reach  the  height 
he  was  seen,  and  the  chase  renewed.  As  it 
wms  better  footing  on  the  level  groun<l,  Deer- 
dayer  now  avoided  the  side-hiU,  holding  his 
6ightilong  the  riilgc;  while  the  Huronii,  judg- 
from  the  general  formation  of  the  UukI,  saw 
It  tlic  ridge  would  soon  melt  into  the  hollow, 
kept  to  the  latter,  as  the  easiest  mode  of 
ding  the  fu^^tivc.  A  few  at  the  turnv  time, 
ned  south,  n-ith  a  view  to  prevent  his  escaping 
in  that  direction ;  while  some  crossed  his  trail 
towards  the  water,  in  order  to  prevent  his  retreat 

EtliC  lake,  running  southerlj'. 
The  situation  of  Decrslaycr  was  now  more 
tical  than  it  ever  had  been.  He  was  virtuiJly 
currounded  on  three  sides,  having  the  lake  on 
the  fourlh.  But  he  had  pondered  well  on  all 
the  chances,  and  took  his  measures  with  coolness, 
even  white  at  the  top  of  hia  sjwed.  Aa  is  geD«- 
nlty  the  cose  with  the  vigorous  border-men,  he 
could  outrun  any  sin{;Ie  Indian  among  his  pur- 
suers, who  were  principally  furmiiUible  to  him 
on  account  of  their  numbers,  and  Uie  advanljiges 
they  possessed  in  position ;  and  he  would  not 
hesitated  to  break  off  in  a   straight  line. 
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at  any  spot,  could  he  haTe  got  the  irbole  hmL 
Bgaiii  fairly  behind  liini.  But  no  nA  dmati 
did,  or  ind«ed  oould  now  offer  i  mm!  vben  W 
found  that  he  was  descending  towards  the  ^n 
by  th«  melting  away  of  the  ridge,  be 
short  at  right  angles  to  bis  preTioas 
went  don-n  the  declivity  with  trcmendem 
locity,  holding  bis  way  towards  tbe 
Some  of  his  pursuers  came  panting  up  tfav 
in  direct  chase,  while  nunt  still  kept  on 
the  ravine,  intending  to  bead  him  at  its  te: 
tioii. 

Dcerslaycr  tiad  now  a  ditTerent,  tbongh  a 
rate  project  in  riew.    Abandoning  all 
escape  by  tlie  woods,  be  made  the  beat 
way  towards  the  canoe.     He  knew  where 
could  it  be  reoebed,  be  bad  only  to  ran 
gauntlet  of  a  few  rifles,  and  success  would  be 
tain.     Xune  of  tbe  warriors  had  kept  thdr 
puns,  whicli  would  have  retarded  tlietr  s 
tbe  risk  would  come  eiUier  from  the 
bands  of  the  woown,  or  from  those  of 
grown    boy ;   though    most   uf    the   latler<| 
already  out  in  hot  pursuit.     Every  thing 
propitious  to  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and 
course  being  a  continued  descent,  the  jou^ 
went  over  tlic  ground   at  a  rate   that 
a  speedy  termination  to  lua  toih 

As  Dccrslaycr  approached  the  point, 
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women  and  children  were  p«s»ed,  but  though  the 
former  eudeavoureil  to  out  dried  brunches  be* 
tween  bis  lcg»,  the  terror  inspired  by  his  bold 
rctaliatioD  on  tlic  n-doubtcd  Panther  was  so  great, 
tiutt  none  dared  cumc  nuar  enough  seriously 
to  molest  him.  He  went  by  all  triumphantly, 
•od  reached  Uie  fringe  of  bushes.  Plunging 
through  tliese  our  hero  found  himsvlf  uncc  more 
in  the  lake,  and  witliin  fit\y  feet  of  Uic  canoe. 
Here  he  ceased  to  run,  fur  he  well  understood 
\M  his  brentli  wag  now  all<important  to  him.  He 
Tcn  stunped,  as  tie  adTanced,  and  cooled  his 
l]ed  muuUi,  by  scooinng  up  water  in  his  hand 
<  drink.  Still  tltc  moments  pressed,  and  he  soon 
at  the  side  of  tJie  canoe.  The  &nt  gUnce 
ah)  him  that  the  paddles  had  been  removed! 
its  was  a  sore  di.iappointment  «ftcr  nil  hit 
Sorts,  and  for  a  single  mument  he  thought  of 
ling,  and  of  facing  his  fues  by  walking  with 
Jignity  into  the  centre  uf  the  aimp  again.  But 
p  tnfcntal  yell,  such  as  the  Anterii-an  nvage  al»ne 
raise,  proclaimed  the  (|uick  approach  of  tlic 
'nrareitt  of  his  pursuers,  and  the  instinct  of  life 
triumphed.  Preparing  himself  duly,  and  giving 
»  right  direction  to  its  bows,  he  ran  off  into  llie 
water  bearing  the  canoe  before  bim,  threw  all  his 
strength  and  skill  into  a  last  cITort,  and  c«st  him- 
self forward  so  as  to  fall  into  the  bottom  of  the 
Ugbt  cnft,  without  materially  impeding  its  way. 
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Tiis  ears,  did  any  one  venture  to  approach 
swimming.  Onoc  or  twice  lie  fancied  that  the 
iment  was  stirred  by  the  cautious  movement  of 
an  arm,  and  then  he  perceived  it  was  the  wash  of 
.e  uTttt-r  on  the  pebbles  of  the  strand ;  for,  in 
imicr)'  of  the  ucvun,  it  in  seldom  that  those  little 
:es  are  so  toully  tranquil,  m  not  to  possess  a 
t  hearing  and  letting  on  tiieir  shores.  Sud- 
ily  all  the  voiecs  ceased,  and  a  denth-hke  still- 
perva(le<l  the  spot ;  a  quietness  as  profound 
if  all  lay  in  the  repose  of  inanimate  hfe.  By 
time,  the  canoe  had  drifted  so  tar  as  to  ren* 
nothing  visible  to  Deerslaycr,  as  he  Uky  on  his 
:k,  except  the  blue  void  of  space,  and  a  few  of 
lOae  brighter  rays  that  proceed  from  the  cfful- 
ince  of  the  sun,  marked  his  proximity.  It  was 
possible  to  endure  this  uncertainty  lon){.  The 
<ang  man  well  knew  that  the  profound  stiUness 
forclmded  evil,  tlic  savages  never  being  so  silent 
as  when  about  to  strike  a  blow ;  resembling  the 
tliy  foot  of  the  panther  ere  he  takes  his  leap, 
e  took  out  B  knife,  and  was  about  to  cut  a  hole 
ugh  the  bark  in  onlcr  to  get  a  view  of  lli« 
ihorc,  nlicn  he  paused  from  s  dread  of  being  seen 
in  the  operation,  whieh  would  direct  the  enemy 
where  to  ajni  their  bullets.  At  tJtis  instant  a  nfle 
•PM  fired,  and  tlie  ball  pierced  boUi  sides  of  tlie 
oanoe,  within  eighteen  inches  of  the  spot  where 
his  head  lay.  This  was  close  work,  but  our  hero 
had  too  lately  gone  through  that  nliich    was  close 
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to  be  appaDed.  He  lay  atill  half  a  adsM 
and  then  he  tavr  the  sammit  of  aa  oak 
slowly  within  bia  ttarrow  bortzon. 

Uii&ble  U>  accouDt  for  thia  diat^c^ 
could  rwtnin  his  impatience  no  longer.  Bil 
his  body  along,  with  the  utmost  caation, 
his  eye  at  the  bullet-holc,  and  fortunately  i 
mandcd  a  very  tolmble  riew  of  the  point, 
canoe,   by  one   of  those  imperceptible 
that  so  often  decide  the  iatc  of  men  m 
the  course  of  things,  had  inclined  aoatbcrir,  i 
was  slowly  drifting  down  the  lake.     It 
that  Deerslaycr  hail  given  it  a  shore  : 
>-i^roas  to  send  it  past  the  end  of  the 
took  this  inclination,  or  it  must  hare  goo*  i 
ftfr&in.     As  it  was,  it  drifted  so  near  it  aa  t»1 
the  tops  of  two  or  three  trees  within  the 
the  young  nun's  view,  as  has  been 
and,  indeed,  to  come  in  quite  as  dose  pr 
with  the  extremity  of  the  point  as  was  at  i 
The  distance  could  not  mudi  hare 
hundred  feet,  though  fortunately  a  light 
of  nir,  from  tlie  aoutli-west,  began  to  set  it  i 
off  ahorc. 

DeersUyer  now  felt  the  urgent  neoeasity  of  ; 
toning  to  some  expedient  to  get  farther  fram 
foes,  and  if  possible,  to  apprise  hia  Crieods  of  i 
Rituation.  The  distance  rendered  the  last 
while  the  proximity  to  the  punt  rendered  the  I 
indispensable.  Aa  was  usual  in  sucli  craft,  a 
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•and,  smooth  stone  was  in  each  end  of  the 
lO^  for  the  double  purposes  of  scats  and  bal- 
;  one  of  these  was  within  reach  of  his  feot. 
lis  stone  lie  contrived  to  get  so  far  between  his 
l^s  as  to  reach  it  with  his  hands,  and  then  he 
managed  to  roll  it  to  tlie  side  of  its  fellow  in  the 
ws,  where  the  two  seri-cd  U>  keep  thi;  trim  of 
light  boat,  while  he  worked  his  own  body  as 
oil  as  pusxible.  Before  quitting  the  shore, 
as  soon  as  he  [wroeived  that  the  peddles  were 
IK,  Deerslajrer  had  ttirown  a  bit  of  dead  branch 
to  the  canoe,  and  this  was  within  reach  of  his 
Removing  the  cap  he  wore,  lie  put  it  on  the 
of  this  stick,  and  just  let  it  appear  over  llie 
of  the  canoe,  as  far  a*  posnble  from  his  own 
<n.  This  ruse  was  scaR'cly  adopted,  before 
young  man  had  a  proof  how  much  he  had  un- 
derrated the  intelligence  of  his  enemies.  In  con- 
tempt ot  an  artifice  so  shallow,  and  common- 
a  bidlct  was  firod  directly  through  another 
of  the  canoe,  which  Actually  nxcd  his  skin, 
dropped  the  cap,  and  instantly  raiwd  it  im- 
iatcly  over  hts  head  as  a  safeguard.  It  would 
•ccm  that  this  second  artifice  was  unseen,  or  what 
was  more  probable,  tlic  Hurons  feeling  certain  of 
recovering  their  captive,  wished  to  take  him  alive, 
Decrslaycr  lay  passive  a  few  minutes  Innger, 
his  eye  at  Uic  bullet  liole,  however,  and  much  <lid 
'be  rejoice  at  seeing  Chat  lie  was  diii'ting  i^duoUy, 
VOL.   III.  L 
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jnnea  icwsiL  :&e  tree-cop*  had  dJMppMnd, 
]«r  ~.M  taaa.  iimid :»  «saoe  was  dcnrtr  tnnus^ 

jB  ^  S     MgifeMt    lis    £et3DZ   S   TKV  of  aDT^ODg 

K  sa-  'xa}-oii«e  bnc  ct  ssic  rvo  <xDcmides  of  'it 
aiee.  ^  luv  jgaoo^c  him  as  die  ibck.  «U(k 
"vas  ztMCeti  ani  .ifiELcii  suoh  '"^  ■Ti»'r  ■  Sor  rorag 
-wzdans  -is  -naasaacr  <sc  hsn^.  Tlie  expcnraa* 
^•■snetieit.  in.  T=aL  becaer  even  ta«n  Iw  kid 
KiiMu.  inuiisg:  'iis  zrcac  dBbanasKncnt  wta  la 
«s!i  -a*  anntf  KTiia:^;.     "Pia;  his  present  tbi- 

-  ■-— '  tir   T  ie  siori.  »n^i  3.  b:^«  eEteiisz  tie 

-tr^«n  Tilt;  iras  :t  :c-  btfrs.  i=d  pusMl  oa  it 
i:s  :t3ux.      TiiS  iazaiid  ±«   r^t:Tw  ti;»t  M  w» 

::-^  II  niTTiSB  ij*  iff.TB.  He  w»s  miVmr  t 
<7-;;!:^  7i:&i  aa^  .-j^^'jc  when  anotber  ice*- 
■*.v.c:r  r-:iu  "iz^  -p^t^z  rr;ie  ibe  sic-k  os:'boaid 
liiu  :c  jtiL-s  iircr--»^  !ii=i  ce"  his  oar.  Ai  lie 
-k-^iu  jr  --i«»  »r=«i.  7c  tTV-w  laotT  and  cor 
.■>aiir.  io«ir»'er,  IVinjiTirr  c^encin**!  w  'nan 
U  V  ~.2e  ir;^  iziz-  lu  'r«3fnec  hj^sflf  berosd 

ju:  r  T3»  iiij  v^flEK  ■:£  LI  the  eipecie-ts  thK 
,ifi;r^,  i2i£  :Jii;  t-.-ctjc  =:a2  »»*  eacc-craceJ  to 
^:«r»:-sr:  .::  :i  ry  :h*  crj^^r.^^noe  thai  he  I'elt 
iiB'  iius  -ikusec  >y  =e  air.  a  prooi  tha:  there  ra 
1  ic=i:  3b.te  vatf. 


t "  Nor  widowt'  iMn,  nor  Uul«r  aqjuuit'  erk* 

\  Cu  M0P  tb'  loniltr^  fom ; 

•  Kor  (trrltla;  icm,  nor  tbmleDing  (kin, 

,  PfVtvnl  the  pinic'*  rauTM : 

I  thtit  \irt»  til  trlfiib  raid*  decrMd, 

I  Through  blood  Mid  rspioc  the;  proceed  ; 

|)4i>  lUMua  thoushci  of  lll-rtpoto, 

[Satpcnd  the  imp«tiioui  uid  unjniC  punuili 

1  power  «Bd  irciltb  obuiocit,  guUiy  >nil  gnu, 
t\t  frllnw-cmtuf  e»'  (can  thejr  niM,  or  orgs  Ibf  ir  biLe." 

cfiMuacvc. 

Bt  Uiis  time  Deorslayer  had  been  twenty 
minutes  in  the  canoe,  and  be  began  to  grow  a 
little  impatient  for  some  signs  of  relief  from  his 
fricnils.  The  position  of  the  boat  still  prevented 
his  seeing  in  any  direction,  unless  it  were  up  or 
down  the  lake ;  and  though  he  knew  that  his 
line  of  sight  must  pass  within  a  hondrcd  yards  of 
the  castle,  it  in  &et  passed  tliat  distance  to  the 
westward  of  the  biuldings.  The  jirofound  stillneu 
troubled  him  also,  for  lie  knew  nut  whether  to 
ascribe  it  to  tlic  increasing  space  between  tiini  and 
the  Indians,  or  to  aomo  new  artifice.  At  lengtli, 
vcahcd  with  fruitless  wntelifulncss,  the  young 
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rirely  following  his  leader  to  the  open  aren  of  tlie 
point ;  "  Providence  has  helpod  you  in  an  oticx- 
peoted  manlier.  I'm  your  prisoner  >g'in,  niid  I 
hope  you'll  allow  that  I'm  as  good  at  breaking 
gBol,  as  I  am  nt  keeping  furloughs.'' 

"  My  young  friend  is  a  muoxe  !'*  exclaimed  the 
Htmn.  "  His  lep  are  very  long ;  they  have  given 
my  young  men  trouble.  But  he  is  not  a  fish ;  he 
cannut  fuid  his  way  in  the  lake.  Wc  did  not 
aboot  him ;  fish  are  taken  in  nets  and  not  killed 
by  ballets.  When  lie  turns  moose  again,  lie  will 
be  treated  like  a  moose." 

**  Ay,  have  your  talk,  Rivenoak ;  make  Uie  most 
your  ndrnntage.  Tis  your  right,  I  supiiosc,  and 
,  know  it  is  your  gift    On  that  p'int  there'll  be 
words  atween  us ;  for  all  men  must  and  ought 
follow  their  giAs.     Howsever,  when  your  wo- 
len  begin  to  ta'nt  and  abuse  me,  as  1  suppose 
rill  soon  happen,  tot  'em  remember  tliat  if  a  paliv 
struggles  for  life  so  long  as  it's  lawful  and 
lanful,  be  knows  liow  to  loosen  his  hold  on  it 
itly,  when  he  fi^ls  that  the  time  has  come. 
I'm  yoor  captyve ;  work  your  will  on  mc." 

"  My  brother  has  hod  a  lung  run  on  tlie  hills, 
and  a  pleasant  sail  on  llie  water,"  returned  Hiven- 
oak  more  mildly,  smiling  at  the  some  time,  in  a 
way  tlint  his  listener  knew  denoted  pacific  inten- 
tions. "  He  lias  sei-n  the  woods;  he  has  seen  the 
rj  which  does  he  tike  best  ?    Perhi^s,  he  has 


Vei  -!.T."Kr*.  "O     SMDSS  ^^   f  '  'J*     anil  j£tkt  \SM 

-  ^:tauL   i«&  Hir^c     S:c»ciiig  is  in  ym 

aiUl!.LJ>    BUI   "Zli    V'^COE'  =   3S    Kd.  dte  SOOOB 
TIE  \  ^S'  S~  ""g**^  " 

-  Tar  s  szLiai:  Tb=»  is  ao  torninf  in  At 
3^  —  =^  Taifi-scs  j«ni-  ih-;cza  be  is  >  fox  h 
~-i';  iTE  I  vdl  siBc  ~  ^i=  :  Lis  anm  nor 
DCL  'CT'.^sr  T3I  nsiirs.  i::^  L:a  eyes  are  not  ihoL 

~-:    -::r-a.:;  3  r-.'-rs-  -i:!^  i-^s::.     Or.«  iKe  bid 

■-i:. —    :..r-t:L;-— ■;-:.*  tj-^:~~  S5"^  fije-'tJ; 

7.-.  .nr.  r  1=  ^.-^^  :■;-  iiTi  i:  --  ;: ;  ;?  Locp 
.,f~-.--  17^  ^  z  ■■■'-  -1-j-r.i^^  i:  ■B-S5  r.fsw'^' 
■rt    ■::;  -=.=!.-,   iz.:  t-_j.   i-^aa.  ir.£  jeew.  i=i 

^  ..    iT rr\.;c  —  -liiTi  i-  r'-"  '     Soaie  thv-jbi 

:  -.     -:-.=:=r  «-.uLii  r>;i:  :".^;  lis  sisier.  and  !•■.£ 

.-i-Ti-::.  ""ir-  IT:  "rT  "r^JLZ  -r'li:''.  shall  erst  re»ca 
:^  -.i^--- :  :r-=^-ir:^,i*.  S-:r::e  :Unk  the  Lm 
.T-:  -;::  asCisc  i::>i  ^;— -:  tl'.ir'i  t:.e  Pin:her  raa 
■.i2:.T  — tf  ailltrfc  Vi-i  S:L=:icr.  ir.irits  tK>th  wJ 
Tifs.  3u  'sc  uii  k:  iiT.  £!.£.;  Qe::ber  sill  enr 


TUB    DKBIULAYBB. 


223 


e  back.  Who  shall  feed  Iter  and  her  yoang  ? 
tnan  who  tolJ  her  liusband  and  her  brother 
quit  her  lodge  that  there  might  be  room  for 
him  to  come  into  it.  He  a  a  great  hunter,  and  wc 
know  that  the  woman  will  never  want." 

Ay,  Uuron,  this  is  soon  settled,  according  to 
■oar  notions ;  but  it  goes  sorely  ag'in  the  gmin  of 
white  man's  feelin's.     I've  heard  of  men's  saving 
their  Uvea  this  away,  and  I've  know'd  them  tliat 
ould  prefer  death  to  such  a  sort  of  captivity. 
'or  my  port,  I  do  not  seek  my  end ;  nor  do  I  seek 
matrimony," 

"  The   pale-face  will  think  of  this  while  my 

iplc  get  rcsdy  for  the  council.     He  will  be  told 

lat  will  happen.     Let  him  remember  how  hard 

it  is  tu  lose  a  husband  and  a  brotiicr.     Go :  when 

want  him,  the  iianie  of  Deerslayer  will  be 


* 


This  conversation  had  been  held  with  no  ono 
near  but  the  speakers.  Of  all  the  band  that  had 
o  lately  thronged  the  place,  Rironoak  alone  was 
iaible.  llic  rest  seemed  to  have  totally  aban- 
doned the  spot.  Even  tiic  furniture,  clothes, 
arms,  and  other  pruperty  of  the  camp  had  entirely 
diaappcareil,  and  the  place  bore  no  other  proofs 
[cf  the  crowd  tliat  had  so  lately  occupied  it,  than 
llictraci:^  of  tlieir  tires  and  resting-placcx,  and  the 
trodden  earth  that  still  showed  the  marks  of  their 
£eet.    So  sudden  and  unexpected  a  cliange  caused 
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if  be  had  newo- known  ktoooevtatlN 
gt  fas  expmniee  aaaao^  At  Ddanm, 
Be  sonrcEcd.  boven^,  and  ngfatir,  diat  a  Aaa^ 
]£  fBOKpo^tt  VIS  intended,  and  tktf  tfae  ajfr 
aKranc  aonxDeatns  reaorted  U^infldcrti 

:  miked  «{>  the  Tistk  of  trees,  at  tarn 
]■  ke  ccKHd  ipeakh^  leaTto^r  DccnUjcrby  Ih- 
k£  Tke  cfcaafampenied  behind  ike  com  of 
roe  iscsC  xad  one  nnpesctised  in  sock  Keao 
nmrL^  JUTc  '^e^eTed  the  pruoD«r  left  to  the  djc- 
a^  :t  ^  >>vn  jiLd^nKot.  Bat  the  yotmg  eue. 
voiLe  b!  ^i  a  wttle  unaz^ment  at  the  dnnutic 
EKKi::  cc  ijij-j?.  knew  his  enemies  too  wdl  to 
accT  >^.<i^-"  as  libeity,  or  a  bee  a^eDt.  SdU  he 
wx(  :u7Mn:^  b^«  ^  the  Uurons  meant  to  cutt 
±er  »r=5.-es,  a=ii  he  determined  to  brinf  ifac 
jo^tCcG  as  s>j(i  as  practicable  to  the  ftooi 
\-p.,-^—T  aa  indrference  he  was  tar  frooi  tMliog, 
:e  tCTJiilBi  aooGt  tiie  area,  gradually  getQn; 
Twirsr  x:c  naiKi  to  the  spot  where  he  had  Undol, 
t^'g^  he  soLicenlT  qokkened  his  pace,  thongb 
.■aRTLlT  aT-ciding  aU  ^peaiance  of  flight,  tnd 
rcsc:::^  a^in^  the  boshes  he  stepped  upon  the 
"re!k.-i::.  T^  caaoe  was  gone,  nor  could  he  see 
i^iT  :rv»»  ot  it,  after  waiting  to  the  northern  and 
Kcc^erc  ra^es  <a  the  point,  and  examininf  the 
suxes  SI  hath  directioDs.     It  was  evidendr  n- 
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ed   beyond  his   mch    &nd    Imowtcd^,  and 

'  circunistanc^s  to  show  that  such  bad  been 

intention  of  the  twrmgea. 

Deeralayer    now  better  understood  his    actual 

ation.      He   vna  a   prisoner   on   the   narronr 

a^e  of  land,  vigilantly  watched  beyond  a  quea- 

n,  and  with  no  other  means  of  escape  than  that 

swimming.      He  ^;ain   thought  of    this  last 

pedient,  bat  tlie  certainty  that  the  canoe  wonld 

:  sent  in  chase,  and  the  desperate  netore  of  the 

Dees  of  success,  deterred  him  from  the  undcr- 

While  on  the  strand,  he  came  to  a  spot 

the  buslicM  liad  been  cut,  and  thrown  into 

■mall  pile.     Removing  a  few    of   the   upper 

bes,  he  foui>d  beneath  them  the  dead  body 

'the  I^ntber.     He  knew  that  it  was  kept  until 

:  wnagea  might  find  a  place  to  inter  it,  when  it 

be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  scalping  knife. 

I  gaxed  wistfully  towards  the  castle,  bat  there 

!  aeemed  to  be  lulent  and  desolate ;  and  a  feel* 

of  loneliness  and  desertion  came  orer  him  to 

the  gloom  of  the  momenL 

**  God's  win  be  done  !"   murmured  the  young 

^JOMn,  aa  he  walked  sorron-fully  away  from  the 

^^each,  entering  again  beneath  the  arches  of  the 

wood;  "Ood'a  «ill  be  done,  on  'arth  as  it  b  in 

beann  I     I  did  hope  tlut  my  days  would  not  be 

i  so  soon ;  but  it  matters  little,  after  all. 

on  winters,  and  a  few  more  sammen. 
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and  'twould  have  been  over,  accordin  to  mini'. 
Ah*a  me !  the  yoong  and  sc^ve  seldom  ttdsk 
death  possible,  till  he  grina  in  th^  &ceB,  and  tdb 
*em  the  hour  ia  come  !" 

While  thia  soliloquy  vas  beings  pronoonced,  tha 
hunter  advanced  into  the  area,  where  to  hii 
surprise  he  saw  Hetty  alone,  evidently  awiitiog 
his  return.  The  girl  carried  the  Bible  unto  ha 
arm,  and  her  &ce,  over  which  a  shadow  ctf  gnde 
melancholy  was  usually  thrown,  now  seemed 
sad  and  downcast.  Moving  nearer,  Deeisk^n 
spoke. 

"  Poor  Hetty,"  he  said,  "  times  have  been  so 
troublesome  of  late,  that  I'd  altogether  forgottto 
you ;  we  meet,  as  it  might  be,  to  mourn  overwbd 
is  to  happen.  1  wonder  what  has  become  d 
Chingachgook  and  Wah !" 

"Why  did  you  kill  the  Huron,  DeerslayerP* 
returned  the  girl,  reproachfully.  "  Don't  yon 
know  your  commandments,  which  say,  '  Una 
shalt  not  kUl'  ?  lliey  tell  roe  you  have  now  slain 
Uie  woman's  husband  and  brother." 

"  It's  true,  my  good  Hetty, — 'tis  gospel  trnth, 
and  I'll  not  deny  what  has  come  to  pass.  Bot 
you  must  remember,  gal,  that  many  things  SR 
lawful  in  war,  which  would  be  onlawfiil  in  peact. 
The  husband  was  shot  in  open  fight  j  or,  open  w 
far  B3  I  was  consamed,  while  he  had  a  bettn 
cover  than  common;— and  the  brother  brongbt 
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his  end  on  himsdf  by  casting  his  tomahawk  at 
an  unannvd  prisoner.  Did  you  witness  that 
deed,gd?" 

**  I  Mtw  it,  iind  was  sorry  it  Tiapponed,  Deet- 
slayer ;  for  1  hoped  you  wouldn't  huve  returned 
blow  for  blow,  but  good  for  evil." 
B  **  Ah,  Hetty,  that  may  do  among  tlie  miHsion* 
^■■■Ba,  but  'twould  nukke  ati  ontiarlain  hfe  in  the 
^Hbdn.  The  I'ltnther  craved  my  blood,  and  he 
Hwu  fooUsli  enough  to  throw  arms  into  my  liands> 
mt  the  very  moment  he  was  striving  ailer  it. 
Twould  have  been  sg'in  natur*  not  to  raise  a 
ktnd  in  such  a  trial,  and  'twoidd  have  done  dis- 
credit to  my  training  and  gifls.  No,  no ;  Vat  hh 
willing  to  give  every  nuui  his  own,  as  another : 
mad  »o  I  hope  you'll  testify  to  them  that  will  be 
likely  to  question  you  as  to  what  you've  sccu  this 

"  I>oer«Uyer,  do  you  mean  to  marry  Sumacb, 
now  she  has  neither  husband  nor  brother  to  feed 
■het  i" 

"Are  such  your  idecs  of  rostnmony.  Hetty f 
Ought  the  young  to  wive  with  the  old^tlie  pal^ 
iace  with  the  red-skin — the  Christian  with  the 
heathen  i  Ifa  ag'in  reason  and  natur',  and  ao 
youll  se^  if  you  think  of  it  s  moiDcnt." 

"  I've  always  heard  mother  say,"  returned 
Uutty,  averting  her  face,  mure  from  a  foininine 
insttnct,  than  £rom  any  consciousness  of  wrong, 
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**  thkt  people  should  never  many  uqi3  thej  bfnl 
each  better  lliait  brothers  and  suten;  ud  1  w^ 
pose;  that  is  what  you  mc&n.     Sumach tt  oUi 
aud  you  are  young." 

"  Ay,  and  she's  red,  and  I'm  wtute.  Boid^ 
Hetty,  suppose  you  wu  a  wife,  now,  baviif  nw- 
ried  aome  young  man  of  your  own  yean,  and 
atatc,  and  colour — Huny  Harry,  for  instaDCS,'*— 
Deerslayer  selected  tins  example,  naply  bcm 
the  circuDistancc  that  he  was  the  only  young  bm 
known  to  botli, — *'  and  tliat  be  had  bOen  <u  • 
war-path,  would  you  wUh  to  take  to  your  buMn 
for  a  husband  the  nun  that  slew  bim  ^ 

"  Oh  1  no,  no,  no,"  returned  the  gitl,  sbtaUir- 
ing.  "  That  would  he  wick«d,  as  weQ  as  beat- 
len  I  No  Cbristuui  %\t\  could,  or  would,  do  tioL 
1  never  xluill  be  Uie  wife  of  Hurry,  I  know;  but 
were  he  ony  hunband,  no  inan  should  erer  b*  it 
again,  aAer  bis  death." 

"  I  thought  it  would  get  to  this,  Uctty,  whta 
you  come  to  understand  sarcumstanoct.  lU 
a  morul  impossibility  tliat  I  should  crer  marrr 
Sumach;  and,  though  Indian  weddin's  hat*  ■» 
prie&ts,  and  not  much  reli^oo,  a  white  man  wte 
knows  his  gifts  and  duties,  can't  \->n&t  by  that, 
and  so  midic  his  eacape  at  the  fitting  time.  1  do 
think  deutli  woukl  be  more  natural  tike,  and  vd' 
come,  than  wedlock  with  tltis  wotatn.** 
*'l>on*t  say  it  too  loud,"  interrupted  iletty. 


I 


I 


ImpAtiently  ;  "  1  suppose  she  will  not  like  to  heu" 
I'm  sure  Hurrjr  wuuld  ratlier  marry  even  me, 
than  suffer  torments,  tliougli  1  am  feeble-minded ; 
•iwl  1  am  sure  it  woultl  kill  me  to  think  be'd  pre- 
fer death  to  being  my  husband." 

"  Ay,  gal ;  you  an't  Sumach,  but  a  comely 
yoQng  Christian,  with  a  good  heart,  pleasant 
smile,  and  kind  eye.  Hurry  might  be  proud  to 
get  you.  and  that,  too,  not  in  misery  and  sorrow, 
but  in  bis  best  and  happiest  days.  Howsever, 
take  my  advice,  and  never  talk  to  Hurry  aboat 
theae  things  ;  he's  only  a  borderer,  at  the 
best." 

"I  wouldn't  tell  him,  for  the  world!''  ex- 
claimed tlie  girl  looking  about  her  like  one 
afirighted,  and  blushing,  she  knew  not  why. 
**  Mother  always  tiaid  young  women  shouldn't  be 
forward,  and  apeak  their  minds  before  they're 
aaked;  — oh!  1  never  forgot  what  mother  told 
me.  Ti»  a  pity  Hurry  is  so  handsome,  Deer- 
alayer;  1  do  think  fewer  girls  would  like  him 
then,  and  he  would  sooner  know  his  own 
mind." 

enough  how  it 


■  gal,  poor  gal, 


pi. 


is ;  but  the  Lord  will  bear  in  tnind  one  of  your 

simple  heart,  aitd  kind  feeUn'a !     We'll  talk  no 

of  these  things ;  if  you  had  reason,  you'd  he 

fHHTowful  At  having  let  others  so  much  into  your 

secret.    Tell  me,  Hetty,  what  lias  become  of  all 
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Ac  HonMn,  ind  why  Aej  let  ywi  roam  dioiBtB 
p^iBS,B  if  jnou,  too,  w«s  •  pTiioper  ?** 

**  I'm  no  pRsooo',  Oecrsbycr,  bat  b  bci  pi, 
tmi  JO  vbeo  sad  where  I  plnH.  Nobodr  im 
ban  w.'  Iftbeydid,  God  wouMbc 
1  an  •how  then  in  the  B(ble>  N 
Baiter  b  iMt  tdnaii  ak^%  in  good  hattk.  1W 
H«na»  an  vf  pmiet  in  the  woods,  and  hi^ 
■  good  wmidi  on  «s  bolli,  I'D  aniwcr  for  il, 
althe  vMDca  and  ehOdiCB  are  co  the 
Sane  •!«  barytBg  Ae  body  of  the  poor  fa\  wW 
WW  sboC  hM  u^t,  so  thai  the  CDemj-  and  iW 
wild  beasts  can't  fiad  iu  1  told  'em  that  baka 
and  mother  hfin  tke  lakei.  bat  1  wwUn't  I* 
them  know  in  what  part  of  it,  fur  Jadhh  md 
I  dcn*t  want  any  of  tbeir  hrathrniih  oompwj'  ia 
oar  bai^it^  groaod." 

-  Ah's !  me  -.—Well,  it  i>  aa  awfal  deipatch  H 
be  ttamBng  here,  aEre  and  angry,  and  with  iW 
fccHn's  up  and  fahoos,  mm  boor,  and  then  to  he 
cBiried  awaj-  at  the  nex^  vtd  pat  oat  of  ti^  «f 
mankind  in  a  bole  m  the  *anh  !  No  one  kaevi 
what  win  b^>pca  to  hioi  oa  a  war-jialh.  thu'i 


Here  the  stinii^  of  leaves  and  the 
of  dried  tw^  tatempted  the  dtacourse,  and 
prised  DecrslajYf  of  the  ■ppro*d>  of  fan 
The  Uonns  doaed  arxwud  the  spot  that 
been  prepared  Ar  the  coming  aoene,  nod 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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centre  of  whioli  th«  intended  victim  now  stood 
in  a  circle — the  untied  men  being  so  distriliutcd 
unong  t)i«  feebler  members  of  the  band,  that 
there  was  no  sate  opening  through  which  the 
pmoncr  could  brc&k.  But  the  latter  nu  longer 
contemplated  flight ;  tlie  recent  trial  having 
astiaBed  him  of  his  in&bihty  to  escape,  when 
pursued  so  doscly  by  numbers.  On  Uie  con- 
tnry,  all  his  energies  were  aroused  in  order  to 
meet  his  expected  fate,  with  a  calmness  that 
should  do  credit  to  his  colour  and  his  manhood ; 
<Hic  equally  removed  from  recreant  alarm  and 
■avage  boasting. 

M'hen  Hivenoak  re-aj>[>eared  in  the  circle,  be 
occupied  his  old  place  at  the  liead  of  tlie  area. 
Several  of  the  elder  warriors  stood  near  him  ;  but 
now  that  the  brother  of  Sumach  liad  fallen,  there 
was  nu  longer  any  recognised  chief  present,  whose 
influence  and  authority  offered  a  dangerous 
rivalry  to  his  own.  Ncvcrtlielcss,  it  is  well  known 
that  little  which  could  be  culled  monarchical,  or 
despotic,  entered  into  the  politics  of  the  Nortli 
Anwricaii  tribes  aIthou|;h  (he  first  coluniiiis, 
bringing  witli  tliem  to  tliia  hemisphere  tlic  notions 
■nd  opinions  of  their  own  countries,  often  digni* 
tied  Uie  chief  men  of  those  primilive  nations  with 
the  titles  of  kings  and  princes.  Ilcreditarj'  in- 
flueitce  did  certainly  exist  j  but  ihcrc  is  much 
reason  to  believe  it  existed  rather  as  a  conse- 


Xot   ta   MBS,   g|pqtte«e    utu*   the  gnt 

iTVDcu  u  popobr  &ii>ar,  wfaedter  it  be  indiiliMd 
or  sxvage  Sk  :  aad  Rrrenoak  had  xncoeedal,  u 
so  maaj  ixn  metxeded  before  him,  quite  si  maeli 
W  mtderiD^  talhrirs  ■neptafalc  to  his  listcnen^ 
asbruiTpcQtoaBdorlcanicd  exptmatioB»  o£  xnA, 
or  TSe  KconcT  of  his  logic  NcTCTtfaelesi,  he 
had  indaRm:  aikd  was  &r  frcm  being  altogedicr 
vrcbioncC  jnst  '^''*"  to  its  possession,  un  nort 
meix  who  lesaon  man  than  ther  fieel,  the  Hona 
vss  not  adtfined  to  the  indiilgenee  of  the  mere 
Senxuas  passions  of  ha  pec^de:  he  had  been 
rammoalT  fbond  oo  &e  side  id  taetrf  in  iQ 
the  xcnes  vi  viaActiTe  torture  and  revenge  that 
had  occvned  m  his  tiibe,  since  lus  own  attuD- 
iceac  xo  porer.  On  the  present  oceawon,  he  wts 
rvtuctant  to  proceed  to  extremitiesi,  akboo^ 
tiw  ptovoeatioa  was  so  great ;  still  it  exceeded  his 
ingeaiutT  to  ace  bov  that  alternative  could  v«& 
be   sraidBiL      SanKli    imiifao   hev    ngecbon 
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Bmre  than  she  did  the  deaths  or  her  hmband  and 
ber,  uid  there  u-as  little  probability  that  th« 
Ein  voold  pardon  a   man  who  had  no    un- 
joivocally    prelcrrcd    death    to    her    embraces, 
rithout  hrr  fun^vcnras,  tliero  was  acarn;  a  hope 
the  tribe  could  be  induced  to  oTcrlook  its 
■ ;  and  ercii  to  Rivvnoak,  himself,  much  as  hs 
disposed  to  pardon,  the  late  of  our  hero  now 
''Appeared  to  be  almost  ho]>c1culy  scaled. 

When  the  whole  band  was  arrayed  around  the 
iptive  a  grave  silence,  so  niucli  tlie  more  tlircatcn- 
;  from  its  profound  quiet,  pen'adcd  Uie  place. 
Jayer  gierceived  that  the  women  and  boys 
(Iweii  preparing  splinters  of  the  ht  pine  roots, 
he  well  knew  were  to  be  stuck  into  his 
li,  and  set  in  flames,  while  two  or  tlirec  of  the 
DUDg  men  held  the  thongs  of  bark  witli  which 
was  to  be  bound.  The  smoke  of  a  distant 
aiuioonccd  tliat  the  burning  brands  were  in 
'  preparation,  and  several  of  the  elder  warriors 
passed  their  &ngcrs  over  tlie  cdgi:«  of  tlieir  toma- 
hawks, as  if  to  prove  their  keenness  and  temper. 
■Even  the  knives  seemed  loosened  in  their 
sheathes,  ini|>»tient  fur  tlie  bloody  and  merciless 
work  to  begin. 

"  Killer  of  tiie  Deer,"  recommenced  Rivcnoak, 
certainly  witliuut  any  aigns  of  sympathy  or  pity 
in  his  mamier,  though  with  calmness  and  dignity  ; 
"  Killer  of  tlie  Deer,  it  is  time  that  my  people  knew 
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*  The  pale-&ce  car  begins  to  pat  his  tul  be- 
tween hia  1^!"  cried  a  young  and  gamiloua 
■m^e,  who  bore  the  appropriate  title  of  the  Cor- 
beui  Roogei  a  aobriguet  he  had  gained  from  the 
CWidi,  by  his  facility  in  making  unseasonable 
WOBeBf  and  an  undue  tendency  to  hear  his  own 
Toioe :  **  he  is  no  warrior ;  he  has  killed  the  Loup 
Cenrier  when  looking  behind  him  not  to  see  the 
iliili  of  bis  own  rifle.  He  grunts  like  a  hog 
■beady ;  when  tlie  Huron  women  begin  to  tor- 
ment him,  be  will  cry  like  the  young  of  the  cata- 
mount. He  is  a  Delaware  woman,  dressed  in  the 
lkin|of  a  Yengeese '." 

•*  Hare  your  say,  young  man ;  have  your  say," 
Tetamed  Deerslayer,  unmoved ;  "  you  know  no 
better,  and  I  can  overlook  it.  Talking  may  ag- 
gravate women,  but  can  hardly  make  knives 
•barperi  fire  hotter,  or  rifles  more  sartain." 

lUvenoak  now  interfered,  reproving  the  Red 
Crow  for  his  premature  interference,  and  then 
directed  the  proper  persons  to  bind  the  captive. 
Hiis  expedient  was  adopted,  not  from  any  appre- 
faensioDs  that  he  would  escape,  or  from  any  ne- 
cenity,  that  was  yet  apparent  of  his  being  unable 
to  endure  the  torture  with  his  limbs  free,  but 
from  an  ingenious  design  of  making  him  feel  his 
helplessness,  and  of  gradually  sapping  his  resolu- 
tion, by  undermining  it  as  it  might  be,  little  by 
little.       Deerslayer   offered   no  resistance.       He 
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in  this  nejcooiation.  Tlte  IndUn  remiilm, 
n  girh,  are  asuallj'  mild  and  subiiiintiive,  with 
nsical  tones,  pteaaant  roioes,  and  merry  laughs ; 
t  toil  and  BufTcring  generally  deprive  tbem  of 
of  these  advnntaj^  by  tlie  time  they  have 
reached  an  age  whic)i  the  SumacU  had  long  before 
d,  To  render  thdr  voices  harsh,  it  n-ould  neem 
mj'iire  active,  mat i<^ ant  [wssions,  though  when 
cited,  their  scraams  can  rise  to  n  sufHcicntly  con- 
uus  dc^e  of  discordancy  to  assert  their 
im  to  possess  tlus  distinctive  |)ecuiiarity  of  the 
The  Suni&ch  was  not  altoj^ether  without 
ioe  attraction,  however,  and  had  so  recently 
deemed  handsome  in  her  tribe,  as  not  to 
yet  leomed  tlie  full  influence  tlmt  time  and 
posurc  produce  on  man  as  vrell  as  on  woman, 
an  urran);einent  of  Kivcnoak's,  some  of  Uie 
around  her  had  been  employing  the  time 
endeavouring  to  persuade  the  bereaved  widov 
At  there  was  still  a  hope  Ueerslnyer  might  he  pre- 
:d  on  to  enter  her  wigwam,  in  preference  to 
ng  tlie  world  of  spirits,  and  this,  too,  with  a 
ss  that  previous  symptoms  scarcely  justified. 
All  tliis  was  tlie  result  of  a  resolution  on  the  part 
of  the  chief  to  leave  no  proper  means  unemployed 
,n  order  to  get  ttic  greatest  hunter  that  was  tlien 
Utought  to  exist  in  idl  tliat  region  transferred  to 
his  own  nation,  as  well  as  a  husband  for  a  woman 
who  be  felt  would  be  likely  to  be  troublesome. 
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wflfc  any  of  her  claims  to  the  attcntioo  mi 
of  the  tribe  overlooked. 

In  confonnity  with  this  scheme,  the 
bftd  been  xccrcUjr  advisied  to  adTMnce  inia' 
drde,  and  to  mnke  her  appeiil  to  Die  phMmtr^ 
senile  of  justice  before  the  band  had  rcooonc  k 
the  Inst  cx)icriment.  The  woman,  notbiiig  loA, 
connented ;  for  there  was  same  such  attnctioo,  ii 
becoming  the  nifc  of  a  noted  banter  amons  the 
females  of  the  tribes,  w  is  expcrienoed  bf  tbe 
in  more  refined  life,  when  they  bestow  tbeir  btndl 
on  the  niBucnt.  As  tlie  duties  of  a  motbcr 
Uiougbt  to  be  paramuunt  to  all  other  coi 
tions,  the  widow  felt  none  of  tlut  emba: 
in  prefcrmig  her  claims,  to  which  cren 
fortune-hunter  among  uurselrcs,  might  be  lisblb 
When  she  stood  forth,  before  the  whole  pait^ 
therefore,  the  children  tiiat  she  led  by  the 
fully  justified  all  she  did. 

"  You  sec  me  before  you,  cnid  pale-ftc*,"  tki 
woman  commenced  ;  "  your  spirit  must  tdl } 
my  errand.     I  liare  found  you  ;   I  camtot  £ad 
Loup  CcrvicT,  nor  the  l*anlhef.     I  ban 
for  them  in  the  lake,  in  the  wood*,  in  the 
I  cannot  say  where  they  have  gone." 

"  No    man    knows,   good    Sumach,    no 
knows,"   interposed   the   captire.      "  Wbi 
sptrit  leaves  the  body  it  imstes   into  a 
beyond  our  knowledge,  and  the  wisest  wsy, 
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em  tliitl  lire  teA  behind,  is  to  hope  for  the  bent. 

doubt  both  j^our  warriors  hsvc  gone  to  the 

ftppj-  liuntiug-grounda,  and  at  the  proper  time  you 

.  see  'em  og'in,  in  their  improved  state.     The 

:  and  sister  of  brarcs  must  hare  looked  for- 

to  some  such  tannination  of  their  'artblj* 

era." 

Cruel  palc-facc,  what  had  my  warriors  done 
st  you  should  slay  tlicm  ?  They  were  the  best 
banters,  and  the  boldest  youiij;  men  of  their 
the  Great  Spirit  intended  that  they  should 
live  until  they  witliercd  like  the  branches  of  the 
tiemlock,  and  fell  of  their  own  weight." 

"  Nay,  nay,  good  Sumach,"    interrupted  the 

>eerslayer,  whose  love  of  truth  was  too  iiidomi- 

ile  to  listen  to  such  hyperbole,  with   patience, 

en  though  it  came  from  the  torn  breast  of  a 

iridow. — *'  Xay,  nay,  good  Sumach,  this  is  a  little 

lout-doing  re<l-«kin  privileges.     Young  man  was 

leillter,  any  more  than  you  can  he  railed  a  young 

roman ;  and  as  to  tlie  Cireat  Spirit's  intending 

at  tliey  should   fall  otherwise   than  tliey  did. 

It's  a  grierouii  mistake,  inasniueh  lut  what  the 

iGreat  Spirit  itttcnds,  is  sartain  to  comv  to  pas*. 

rben,  ag'in,   its    plain   enough   neither  of  your 

Lfiri'ods  did  mc  any  barm  ;  1  raised  my  hand  ag'Ln 

'cm  on  account  of  what  Uiey  were  ttriving  to  do, 

rather  than  what  lliey  did.     Tliis  is  nat'rol  law, 

),  lest  tlicy  should  be  done  by.' " 
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"  It  U  SO.    Sumach  has  but  one  longne: 
can  Wll  but  one  story.     The  pale-ftcc  rtrwk  ik 
Harons,  lest  t)ic  Iluruna  should  atiike  turn.    Tl 
llurons  arc  a  just  nation ;  they  will  forprt  it. 
chiefs  will  shut  thoir  eyes    and   ptvtcnd  not 
have  seen  it.    The  young  men  will  beliefc 
Pantlicr  and  ihc  Lynx  hare  gut>e  tn  far-off 
and  tlic  Sumnch  will  take  her  ehildren  hf 
hand,  and  go  into  the  lodge  uf  the  pale-CK*, 
say.  '  Sec  ;  these  are  your  children — they  an 
mine ;  feed  ur,  nnd  we  will  live  with  you.' 

"  The  tarms  are  onndmissablc,  womaa 
though    I  feel   for  your  losses,    which 
hard  to  licsr,  the  tarms  cannot  l>c 
to  givin'  you  ven'son,  in  case  we  lived  netr 
together,   that  would  be  no  great  eitpllte-, 
as  for  becffniin'  yoar  husband,  and    the  father 
your  children,  to  he  honest  with  yon,  1 
callin'  that-a-wnr." 

"  Look  at  this  boy,  cruel  |mle-faec ;  be  bs« 
&tber  to  tench  him  to  kill  the  deer,  or  to 
M*lpM.     Hve  tills  girl ;  wh*t  young  ruu)  wiU 
to  look  for  a  wife  in  a  lodge  that  baa  no 
There  are  more  among  my  people  in  the 
Mid  the  KtUcr  of  Deer  will  find  ■•  many 
tu  feed,  as  his  heart  can  wish  for." 

"  I  tell  you,  woman,"  exclaimed 
whoso   imagination  was  far  fron 
appeal  of  tlie  widow,   and   who  began 
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tivc  nnder  tlic  vivid  pictures  ahe  was  drawing, 
this  is  nothing  to  mc.  People  and  kindri^j 
It  take  care  of  their  own  fatherless,  leaving 
itm  that  have  no  children  to  tJieir  own  loneU- 
As  for  me,  1  have  no  offspring,  and  I  want 
wife.  Now,  go  away,  Sumach  ;  leave  mc  in 
hands  of  your  chiefs ;  for  my  colour,  and  gifts, 
nd  Batur*  itself,  cry  out  ag'in  the  idee  of  taking 
for  a  wife." 
It  is  unncccsKary  to  expatiate  on  Uie  elTect  of 
Ikis  down-right  refusal  of  the  woman's  proposals. 
'  liiere  wili  any  thing  like  tendemeKs  in  her 
Bson), — and  no  woman  was,  prohably,  ever 
i^rely  without  tluit  feminine  quidity,— it  oil  dis- 
ppeared  at  this  plain  onnuuncenietit.  Fury, 
mortilied  pride,  and  n  voknno  of  wrath, 
;  out  at  one  explosion,  converting  her  into  a 
icf  maniac,  as  it  might  1m  at  the  touch  of  a 
ciaii's  wand,  ^^'ithout  deigning  a  reply  in 
Js,  she  mode  the  arches  of  the  forest  ring 
itii  screams,  and  then  flew  forward  at  hor  victim, 
ung  him  by  the  hair,  which  she  appeared 
olutc  to  draw  out  hy  the  root^.  It  was  some 
ime  before  her  grasp  could  be  loosened.  For- 
tunately for  the  prisoner,  her  rage  was  blind, 
mnce  his  total  helplessness  left  him  entirely  at 
her  mercy ;  had  it  been  better  directed  it  might 
have  proved  fatal  before  any  relief  could  have 
been  offered.  As  it  was,  she  did  succeed  ia 
VOL.  til.  H 
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wrenching  oot  two  or  three  hands'-fuQ  of  \aa, 
before  the  yoang  men  coald  tear  ber  twmy  btn 
her  victim. 

The  insult  that  had  been  offered  to  the  SvomA 
vaa  deemed  an  insult  to  tbe  whole  tribe ;  not  n 
mach,  however,  on  account  of  any  respect  did 
was  felt  for  the  woman,  as  on  account  of  tbt 
honour  of  the  Huttn  nation.  Somodi,  batdfj 
was  generally  considered  to  be  as  acid  u  tb 
berry  from  which  she  derived  her  name ;  oi 
now  that  her  great  supporters,  her  husband  ud 
brother,  were  both  gone,  few  cared  about  con- 
ceahng  their  aversion.  Nevertheless,  it  had  be- 
come a  point  of  honour  to  punish  the  pale-ian 
who  disdained  a  Huron  woman,  and  more  par> 
ticularly  one  who  coolly  preferred  death  to  re- 
lieving the  tribe  from  the  support  of  a  widow  iixl 
her  children.  Tbe  young  men  showed  an  imps- 
tience  to  begin  to  torture,  that  Rivenoalc  under- 
stood ;  and  as  his  dder  associates  manifested  do 
disposition  to  pennit  any  longer  delay,  he  vu 
compelled  to  give  the  signal  for  the  infernal  votIe 
to  proceed. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


"  Tbc  aglf  brir  now  minilcil  not  div  M*kc. 
Nur  baw  itic  cruet  lunMiITi  do  hiiu  (far; 
The  iUe  Illy  nilll, iinruuKd  from  tli«  brakii 
The  lotimj  iKinr  frjiri'il  nul  thv  Uiinter'*  ipcaf  ; 
All  tiua[  wu  tUU  ia  dCKrl,  limh,  and  briar." 

LniD  nOMKT. 

It  was  one  of  the  comnion  expcdientfi  of  Uve 

K,  on  such  occasioHR,  to  put  tlie  nerres  of 

beir  rK-tiiii!>  to  the  severest  proofs.     Oa  the  other 

I'huid,  it  was  a  tnattcr  of  IndiaTi  pride,  to  Itetiay 

yielding  to  terror,  or  pain ;  but  for  the  prisoner 

proroke  hiii  enemies  to  such  actst  of  violence 

^■a  would  soonest  produce  death.     Many  a  warrior 

tliEd  Itceri  known  to  brin{{  his  own  sufferings  to  a 

I  more  speedy  termination,  by  taunting  reproaches 

[and  reviling  langua^,   when  he  found  that  lus 

physical  system  was  giving  way  under  the  ^ony 

of  sufferings,    produced  by  a   hellish   ingenuity^ 

that  might  well  eclipse  all   that  has  been  said  uf 

the  infernal  dericos  of  religious  persecution.   Tliis 

happy  expedient  of  taking  refuge  from  the  fcruci^ 

of  tiia  foes  in  their  punoos  was  denied  Deer- 
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aldj-pT,  howerer,  by  his  peculiar  notinn*  of  AcitfT 
of  n  white  n»n;  tnd  he  had  5tout3T  midciipUB 
mind  to  endure  erery  thing,  in  prefcrcDoe  to 
gracing  Ilia  colour. 

No  sooner  did  the  y«ting  men  tinderdud 
they  were  at  liberty  to  commetice,  thtn 
the  boldest  and  most  fonrard  unoog  them 
into  the  srois,  totnahawk  la  band.  Uat  An' 
prepued  to  throw  thit  dangi^rou«  weapon,  tbcj 
object  being  to  strilte  the  tree,  ai  nc«r  •■ 
to  the  Tictim's  head,  without  absolutely 
hitn.  This  was  so  htstrdoua  an 
that  none  but  those  wlio  were  known  to  be 
ceedin^ly  expert  with  the  wenpon,  were  tHo/ni 
to  enter  the  liitUi,  at  oU,  lest  «n  e«rly  dalh  au^ 
interfere  with  the  expected  entertaintDCAi.  la 
the  tive&t  hands,  it  was  Midoin  lh«t  tbe  <^ln« 
escspcd  injur^'  in  these  trials ;  and  it  oAcn  li^ 
pcnird  that  death  followed,  even  when  the  Uaw 
was  not  prcmi-ditated.  In  tbepwticulAreaM 
hero,  Rivcnuak  and  the  older  wmrriors  wen 
benure  that  the  example  of  tbc  Panther's  6m 
might  prove  a  motive  with  some  fiery  tfitt, 
suddenly  to  ssoifice  his  oonqueior,  wbcn  the 
tcniptntion  ofeffeoting  it  in  precisely  tbe  tmm 
manner,  and  possibly  with  the  identical  WMff 
witli  whicli  the  warrior  had  fallen,  offemL  TW 
circumstance,  of  itself,  rendered  the  ntdeal  id 
the  tomahawk  doubly  critical  fur  tlie  Dwnlayfr. 


TBB   DBSItgLATCR. 


2<5 


It  would  seem,  Iiowcvcr,  that  all  who  now 
what  we  ahall  call  the  lists,  were  more 
%\mwd  to  exhibit  their  ovm  dexterity,  than  to 
exent  the  deaths  of  thmr  comrades.  Each  pre- 
[|Mred  liimxclf  fur  the  trial,  with  tlie  fuclings  of 
ivnlry  nttlier  than  with  Uie  desire  for  rongcance ; 
ad  fur  tJte  Unt  few  minutes  the  prisoner  had  little 
lore  oontiwtion  with  the  result,  tlmn  grew  out 
'  the  interest  that  neeessurily  ntUielied  itself  to 
liring  target.  Tlie  young  men  were  eager, 
istead  of  being  fierce,  and  Kivenoak  tliought  lie 
[■till  saw  signs  of  being  able  to  save  the  life  of 
lie  captive,  when  tlie  vanity  of  the  young  men 
i  been  gratilied ;  alwaya  admitting  that  it  was 
sacrificed  to  the  delicate  expenments  tliat 
about  to  he  made. 
The  first  youth  who  presented  himself  for  tlie 
[trial,  was  called  The  Raven,  having  as  yet  had  no 
pportunity  of  obtaining  a  more  warlike  toitri^uei. 
Ifl  was  remarkable  for  high  pretension,  rather 
ban  for  skill,  or  exploits ;  and  those  who  knew 
character  thought  the  captivo  in  imminent 
er,  when  he  took  his  stand,  and  poised  the 
omahawk.  Nevertheless,  tlie  yout^  man  was 
I  good-natured,  and  no  thought  was  uppermost  in 
)liis  mind  other  tlian  the  desire  to  make  a  better 
'  cast,  than  any  of  bis  fellows.  Decrslaycr  got  an 
'inkling  of  tbts  warrior's  want  of  reputation,  by 
the  injunctions  tliat  he   bad  received  from  tlie 
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I ;  who,  mik«d,  would  hiTC  lAJMled  i 
appewii^  in  the  ueuM  at  all,  bat  fix-  an  n 
dermd  ^m  hia  father,  an  aged  warrior  < 
aerit   vbo  was  then  in  t)ie  lodges  of  tbe 
StiB  onr  tiero  muntuned  aii  appeamtee  i 
■pontsiaoD.     He  had  made  up  l>ts  mind 
boor  wat  oocoe,  and  it  would  hare  been  a  i 
inxtrad  of  a  nlamityt  to  fall  br  the  at 
of  the  fint  hand   Ihit  was    rMsed 
After  a  satahle  munber  of  Boamhes, 
tkolalioas,  that  promiwd  modi  mure  dua 
could  petfonn,  the  RaTCn  let  tbe  locnahawk 
his  band.    The  weapon  whiricd  through  the 
with  the  usual  evolutionm,  rat  a   chip  fn 
film  to  which  the  primocr  w»a  bo<ukd> 
fnr  inches  of  his  ctxvk,  and  stuck  in  a 
that  ^TTW  sereral  yards  behind  Itim. 
deeidTdiT  a  bul  eff<«t,  and  a  controon : 
claimed  as  much,  to  the  grtu  mortifiatua)  of  I 
jmng  aan.     On    the  otlicr  hand,  tliere  «m| 
general,  bnl  supprased  munnur  of  fcdmti 
tbo  ateadiDess  with  which  the  cuptire 
trisL     Tbe  brad  was  the  only  |>art  he  could  i 
and  thit  had  bcm  purpoaely  left  £ree, 
tonDCBton  might  have  the  amusenicnt  and 
tonDcnted   cndore  Uie   ahaioe  of   dodging 
othenrise  attempting  to  aroiil  tbe  blowa. 
slayer  disappointed  these  hitpeai  by  ■ 
of  tuMYe  that  reodered   hia  whole  body 
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>veal)le  aa  the  tree  to  wliicli  it  wu  bound.  Nor 
did  he  even  adopt  the  natural  and  usuul  expedient 
of  shutting  his  eyes  ;  the  finnest  atid  oldest  wsr- 
lior  of  ttie  red  men  never  having  more  disdnin- 
fully  denied  himself  this  advantage,  under  ainiilar 
circuni  stances. 

Tlie  llavcn  had  no  sooner  made  his  un)uoc«ss- 
ful  and  puerile  eifurt,  than  he  was  suc»!ec<Icd  by  Ic 
Daim-Mose,  or  The  Moose  ;  a  middle-aged  war- 
rior,  wlio  was  particularly  skilful  in  tlie  uie  of 
the  tomahawk,  and  from  whose  attempt  the  spec- 
tators confidently  looked  for  gratifieation.  This 
nui  had  none  nf  tlie  good  nulure  of  the  Raven, 
but  lie  would  gladly  have  sacrifi<:ed  the  captive  to 
his  hatred  of  the  pale-faces  generally,  were  it  nut 
for  the  greater  iiit«reat  he  felt  in  liis  own  success 
as  one  particularly  skilful  in  ttie  use  of  tlits 
ire*pon.  He  took  his  stand  quietly  but  witli  an 
air  of  confidence,  poised  his  httle  axe  but  a  nngle 
instAnt,  advanced  a  foot  witti  a  quick  motion,  and 
threw.  Deerslayer  mw  the  keen  instrutncnt 
whirling  towards  him,  and  believed  all  whs  over  -, 
ttill,  he  WHS  not  touched.  Tlie  tomahawk  had 
actually  bound  the  he*d  of  the  captive  to  the  tree, 
by  carrying  before  it  some  of  his  liur;  having 
buried  iuelf  deep  beneath  the  soft  bark.  A 
general  yell  expressed  the  delight  of  the  specta- 
tors, and  the  Moose  felt  his  heart  soften  a  little 
towards  tlie  prisoner,  whose  steadiness  of  nerve 
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alone  rn«bl«l  him  to    girc  this  evidence  of  hii 
con  turn  mnte  skill. 

Ijt  I)«im-Mi>se  was  saocceded  by  the  Bood- 
inj;  Boj,  or  le  Gar<joH  qtii  Bandit,  who  cum  leif)- 
ing  into  the  circle  like  a  hound,  or  a  goat  at  [^jr. 
Thin  w««  un«  of  UioM  elaatio  youthm,  who«  mo* 
i-lca  acemed  ftlwuyH  in  motion,  and  who  eUkr 
nRccted,  or  who,  from  Kahit,  waa  actually  nnalili 
to  inov«  in  oiiy  other  manner,  than  by  Slaving 
th«  antics  jast  mentiotMd.  NeTefthrlcRs,  bf  m 
both  brave  and  skitt'al,  and  had  ^ned  tltc  mped 
of  hia  people  by  deeds  in  war  aa  well  aa  anocMiia 
the  hunts.  A  tar  nobler  name  would  lanf;  liaee 
have  fitllfrn  to  his  share,  bad  nnt  a  Frunciinun  d 
rank  inadrertently  gircn  him  this  toArifait, 
whtdi  lie  rehgiously  preserved,  as  coming  from  \m 
great  father,  who  lived  beyond  tlie  wide  salt  Ul 
The  Bounding  Boy  skipped  about  in  front  of 
captive,  menacing  liim  with  his  totnaliawk, 
on  one  aide,  and  now  on  another,  and  then  igu 
in  front,  in  the  vain  hope  of  being  able  to  extort 
mme  aign  of  fear  by  ttun  parade  of  danger.  At 
IrngtJt  Dcerslaycr's  patience  became  CKhaiulBl 
by  all  this  mummery,  and  he  spoke  for  tbc  fiw 
time  since  the  trial  bad  actually  coramcneed. 

"  Throw  away,  Huron  !"  he  cried,  "or  jaw 
tomahawk  will  forget  iUt  ar'n'd.  Why  do  ft 
keep  loping  alwut  like  a  fa'an  tliat^s  showingili 
dam  how  well  it  can  skip,  when  you're  a  mrat 
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Lgrown   }rourscli',  and  a  warrior  grown  defies  yua 
id  all  your  Hilly  antics  ?     Throw,  or  ttic  Huron 
FgaLi  will  laugh  in  your  face" 

AlUioogli  not  intended  to  produce  such  an  ef- 
fect, the  last  words  BTouacd  the  "  Bounding'' war- 
^nor  to  fury.    Tlie  same  nervous  cxcitatnlity  which 
rendered  him   so  active  iti   his   pvrson,   nuulc  it 
ilifficult  to  repress    his  fvclings,   and  the  words 
wen  scarcely   past  the  lips  of  tlic  spenker  tlian 
be  tomahawk  IcA  the  hand  of  the  Indian.     Nor 
it  ea»t  without  gond-will,  and  a  ficrrc  deter- 
sination  to  slay.     Had  the  intention  been   less 
[deadly,  the  danger  might  have  been  greater.  The 
\taMD  waa  unoertain,  and  the  weapon  gtnnced  near 
lie  clicek   of  the   cuptive,   slightly   cutting  the 
shoulder  in  iU   evolutions.     This  was   tlic    first 
stance  in  which  any  other  object,  than  that  of 
iffing  the  prisoner,  and  of  displaying  skill  had 
en  mantfeited  ;  and  the  Hounding  Boy  wai  ini- 
t  mediately  led  from  the  arena,  and  was  wanoly 
[  rebuked   for   his  intemperate  haste,  wliich   had 
<  oome    so    near   defeating   all   the  hopes  of  the 
band. 

To  tliis  irritable  perran  succeeded  atevcrot  other 

:  young   warriors,  who  not  only  hurled  the   tumit- 

hawk,  but  who  cas^t  the  knife,  a  far  more  djingcr- 

oua  experiment,  with   reckless  inditTurenw  j  yet 

I  they  always  manifested  a  skill  that  prevented  any 

■  injury  to  the  captive.    Several  times  Dccrslaycr 
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ma  gmed,  but  in  do  instftnre  did  he  neon  vtn 
Rii^ht  be  tertned  «    woood.     1^  BwiiwdMH 
tirmness  with  which  be  &ccd  his  insiilinli,  man 
esprciatlf  in   the  sort    of  rally  with   wUcbAii 
tml  termiDated,  excited  s  profound  respect  m  tic 
spectators  ;  and  when  the  chieis  BimouncBd  tkit 
the  prifioncr  bad  well  withMood  tlio  tiial  at  de 
knife  and  the  tomahawk,  there  w*a  not  a  ibcfc 
individual  in  the  band,  wbo  really  fdt  any  k*- 
titity  tovanls  him,  with  the  exception  of  Sanark 
and    the  Bouii<liii|;  Boy.    These  two  diaeonoMal 
spirit*  got  together  it  is  true,  feeding  eadi  oibcr'i 
ire;  but,  tta   yet,  their  tnalignant   feeling*  atn 
coiitincd  very  mudi  to   tbemaelvci^  tboogh  then 
existed  the  danger  tliat  Uic  others  ere  long  euoU 
not  tail  to  be  excited  by  their  own  effbrta  into  tiat 
demoniacal  slate  which  usually  aceompuued  li 
similar  scenes  among  t)ie  red-iuen. 

Rivenoak  now  told  his  people  that  the  pal^ 
face  hod  proved  himself  to  be  a  man.  He  nofkt 
live  with  the  Delaaarcii,  hut  he  had  not  heea 
made  woman  with  (hat  tribe.  He  wished  to  knew 
whether  it  was  the  dcairc  of  the  Ilurotis  to  pro- 
reed  any  farther.  Even  the  geniJeat  »f  li» 
females,  however,  had  received  luo  much 
tion  in  the  Late  trials  to  forego  their  ex[ 
of  ■  gratifying  exhibition  ;  and  thene  was  Iral  %mt 
voice  in  the  request  to  proceed.  The  po&tie  chiri^ 
wliu  had  some  such  desire  to  recetre  >o  rdcbntoi 


T  [I  E     D  K  K  1!S  r.  AYii  11.  J  J  1 

a  hunter  into  his  tribe  as  a  European  minister 
has  to  deaire  a  new  and  avulable  means  of  taxa- 
tion, sought  every  plausible  means  of  arresting 
the  trial  in  season ;  for  he  well  knew,  if  permitted 
to  go  &r  enough  to  arouse  the  more  ferodous 
puaiona  of  the  tormentors,  it  would  be  as  easy  to 
dun  the  waters  of  the  great  lakes  of  his  own  re- 
gion as  to  attempt  to  arrest  them  in  their  bloody 
career.  He  therefore  called  four  or  five  of  the 
best  marksmen  to  him,  and  bid  them  put  the 
captive  to  the  proof  of  the  rifle,  while  at  the  same 
Ume,  he  cautioned  them  touching  the  necessity 
of  their  muntaining  their  own  credit,  by  the 
closest  attention  to  the  manner  of  exhibiting  their 

■kiiL 

When  Deerslayer  saw  the  chosen  warriors  step 
into  the  circle,  with  their  arms  prepared  for  ser- 
vice, he  felt  some  such  relief  as  the  miserable 
sufferer,  who  has  long  endured  the  agonies  of 
disease,  feels  at  the  certain  approach  of  death. 
Any  trifling  variance  in  tlie  aim  of  tliis  formidable 
weapon  would  prove  fatal ;  since  the  Iicad  being 
the  target,  or  rather  the  point  it  was  desired  to 
graze  without  injur)',  an  inch  or  two  of  difference 
in  the  hne  of  projection,  must  at  once  determine 
the  question  of  life  or  death. 

In  the  torture  by  the  rifle  there  was  none  of 
the  latitude  permitted  that  appeared  in  the  case  of 
even  Gesler's  apple,  a  hatrVbrcadth  being  in  fact 
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AcBt^KMt  linuts  that  an  expert  maiknom  vo^ 
dBov  luanrif  on  an  oocantm  like  tlus,  Yictiiai 
freqiieMtly  shot  ttin>agb  tbe  bend  br  tn 
or  onskiUiil  hands ;  and  it  often  txeani 
Aa±.  oaspented  hj  &e  fortitade  md  tasnti  of 
die  proooer,  death  was  dealt  intentionally  in  > 
■coooent  of  ui^oternablc  irritation.  All  thii 
DccniaTvr  veil  knew,  for  it  was  in  relatii^  dw 
tTwfitions  of  sDch  scotes  as  well  as  of  tbe 
hattis  and  rictories  of  tbeir  people,  that  tbe  M 
ami  be^nDed  tbe  ioog  irinter  evenings  in  dieir 
cabios-  He  now  fully  expected  the  end  of  his 
ean«r,  and  experienced  a  sort  of  melancholy 
rl<:xf'jre  in  the  ides  that  he  w&s  to  fall  by  i 
wYar-.m  as  mucb  beloved  as  the  ri6e,  A  slig-ht 
i=temspd(in.  howerer,  took  place  before  the  busi- 
-•ess  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

Herty  Hntter  witnessed  all  that  passed,  ai'd 
the  5c<:;e  at  drst  had  passed  upon  her  feeble  rair.J 
ir.  s  way  to  para!yze  it  entirely  :  but,  by  this  time 
she  r.aJ  raliied.  and  was  growing  indiziiant  at  tbe 
i-r.serited  s-jffering  the  Indians  were  intiicting  on 
r:"7  friend,  Thoush  timid  and  shr.  as  ti)e  roun; 
I'lt'.e  deer,  on  so  manr  occasions,  this  ri^ht-teel- 
hz  c^fi  was  always  intrepid  in  the  cause  of  hn- 
r.-.ir.itv;  the  lessons  of  her  mother,  and  the  im- 
pii^ses  liber  own  heart, — perhaps  we  n.ight  say, 
the  pr.'Eiptings  of  that  unseen  and  pure  spirit 
liia:  iceuied  ever  to  watch  over  and  direct  her 


THE    DEERSLATEB.  S5S 

•c6oii9— uniting  to  keep  down  the  apprehensiona 
erf' woman,  and  to  impel  her  to  be  bold  and  reso- 
Inte.  She  now  appeared  in  the  circle,  gentle, 
feminine,  eren  bashful  in  mien,  as  usual,  but 
eameat  in  her  words  and  countenance,  speaking 
like  one  who  knew  herself  to  be  sustained  by  the 
high  aathority  f>f  God. 

"  Why  do  you  torment  Deerslayer,  red  men  f" 
she  asked.  "  What  has  he  done,  that  you  trifle 
with  his  life ;  who  has  given  you  the  right  to  lie 
bis  jndges  ?  Suppose  one  of  your  knives  or 
tomahawks  had  hit  him  ;  what  Indian  among  you 
all  coald  cure  the  wound  yon  would  make  ?  Bc- 
aidea,  in  harming  Deerslayer,  you  injure  your 
own  friend ;  when  father  and  Hurry  Harry  came 
after  your  scalps,  he  refused  to  be  of  tiie  party, 
and  staid  in  the  canoe  by  himself.  Yuu  are  tor- 
menting your  friend   in   tormenting  this  young 


man: 


t» 


Tlie  Hurons  listened  with  grave  attention,  and 
one  among  them,  who  understood  Enzlish,  trans- 
lated what  had  heen  said  into  their  native  t'>nzue. 
Ah  soon  as  Kivenoak  was  m&de  arqiiaiiited  wi'h 
the  purport  of  h^-r  s'ldreM,  he  aimwere'l  it  in  hit 
own  dialect;  il.e  iMerjireter  cynvcyii.z  it  t'»  th<; 
girl  in  Enslish. 

"  My  dau:;ljter  is  v):Ty  wtlvime  to  »j»eak."  «*■'! 
the  stem  oM  or-tur,  oiinz  «»:ntle  irit*j(i&ti'ii.i  anl 
imiling  ;ls  kinily  u  if  aildK-thfj  i^  chJd — "  t!.': 


Simm  BR  £ik£  u  besr  oer  Trace ;  tbey^dala 
-■aac  SBC  j^v     Tix  Grk  Spirit  often  ipabto 
^et  v:b.  sn^  taaeaea^    This    tune  ha  eya 
'm  3itE  iiesa:   k«£  -n^:  eooiigh  to  see  lU  tbt 
JB>  innenez.    DensKrer  did  not  come  &r  ov 
[K  3  sue ;  vt:v  did  he  not  come }   Hoc 
SR.  m  :ic:  ^leus ;  tiie  v^odu  are  ready  to 
X  assL  ii:u^  xi  »  Xai  enemr  ought  to  stnsA 
rac  us  laod  ^  scu  ibem.    Tbe  Iroquois  ate  too 
£WK  &  laani  u  rnsisa  men  that  tiJu  scalps. 
""^f-ji-  -^i-r  a:  :z.-f^*EC~e*  tiev  like  to  see  otheti 
.  .     Ij?:  =7  ^iLZ^'xT  l;-:"ii  a.7o-r.i  her  and  c;-^".: 
r.  -  TTTTix*.      Hfci  1  ij  =:.ir.v  hiJiis  as  lour  rzr- 

—  n,  zicr  rrjir-i  v:  ^i  "^e  reier  tr.au  siy  p^jp'f, 
T-its  "iTT  r-Lsii  IV,;  y.  ~  r-i";r.c-;T'>-i^idi.  Not. 
;  T-:,.ii;  '.:'■•  a  nissi",;.  V\  r.ere  are  the  cn^ei!; 
"i-i  ii~;  riirrr.  r-t  :f  by  :  is  pa!e-:aje:  my 
'i  :r-.i:s  r-jsi  ;:  s«?i  ::  Jie  Jid  :>.ii  hj  mej-j^  ui  * 
--  ■"  itf-rr--  .iT  r J  r^iriiiy :  like  a  sk'^Lkin.-  I.i. 

-  T:--  in-:T  T,----seI:".  llurj:i.  fcr'W  o:k>  oi":'. i-a 
:. ;.     "  aT  :i.  i.-i  j:-^  ill  saT^  ;i.  i  ■.>.     T-^ 

-  I  :i!.i.-i;-  T.'  j;>;  i.  i.::  "r-t  it  ^is  not  D,i:T>'i.'.yi:> 
^■..~.  Y.ir»-irr-..r  i^-_^:.:  his  life,  and  i.i  -i- 
V  ;  .:-i  :_r.-ic-r.  I  ."-.■■:.':  kr.i.w  wliether  il,.'  j-oi 
■  ci  si->  ^i^  r.  -rzs  nz'.,'.  bu;  all  n\ci\  wi.l  li.^ 
:.:_j.  J":d;.  —  t;^  ■wir.:  to  li;.i  w  itI.^-;:  o;  v  - 
■iji  !.•.:*:•'  rw*:.  c-fe  IV^rs'aycr  .i  r-.iic,  aiLil  li.i'i: 
:-.ii.  «*_  xzc  ^T  =:^j.:i  dvri.'  (:\p<:~  1.2  is  than 
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of  your  vorriors ;  yes,  than  ail  of  them  to* 
ther  !" 

Could  one  have  looked  upon  mefaa  wene  with 
liffcrcncc,  he  would  have  been  enused  at  the 
svity  with  which  the  savages  hstened  to   the 
sUtion   of  this  unusual  request.     No  taunt, 
ho  smile  niirif;led   with  their  surprise;  for  Hetty 
B  character  and  manner  loo  saintly  to  subject 
infirmity  to  the  mockinga  of  the  rude  and 
aous.     On  the  contrary,  she   was   answered 
ith  respectful  attention. 

"  My  daughter  dues  not  alvriiys  talk  like  r  chief 

B  oouncil-fire,"  returned  Rivenoak,    "  or  she 

rould  not  hare  said   this.    Two  of  my  warriors 

ban  fallen  by  the  hluvrsi  of  our  prisoner ;  their 

ive  is  too  small  to  huld  a  third.    The  Ilurons 

not  like  to  crowd  their  dead.      If  there  is  Mao- 

Jier  spirit  about  lu  set  out  for  the  far-off  world, 

must  not  be  the  spirit  of  a  Huron  ;  it  must  be 

le  kpirit  uf  a  {jale-face.      <io,  daughter,  and  sit 

'Sumach,  who  is  in  grief;  let  tlie  Huron  war- 

iora  show  how  well  they  can  shoot ;  let  tlie  palc- 

aliow  how  little  he  cares  for  their  bullets." 

Hetty's  mind  was  unequal  to  a  sustained  dis< 

sioii,  and,  accustomed  to  defer  to  tlie  direcdons 

her  seniors,  she  did  as  told,  seating  lierself 

'pauively  on  a  log  by  the  side  of  tlic  Sumach,  and 

averting  Iter  face  from  the  punful  scene  that  was 

oocurriug  within  the  circle. 
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The  mirior^  as  soon  aa  Uua  intatnpboB  W 
oeased,  resumed  tbeir  places^  ■^'^  viu>  tRnnl 
to  exhibit  their  ikill,  as  tbora  was  a  dcMiUa 
in  view,  that  of  putting  the  oonstaoe;  cf 
tire  to  the  proof,  and  tliat  of  afaowii^  hov  ttatf 
vere  the  hands  of  the  marksmeit  nnder  ihiiw 
stances  of  ezdtemait.  The  distance  «asiasS,«id 
in  one  sense,  safe.  Bntindiminiahingthei&baai 
taken  by  the  tormentors,  the  trial  to  tiie  necrtsrf 
the  captive  was  essentially  incivaaed.    The  fat 
of  Deerslayer,  indeed,  was  joat  nmorcd  i^ 
ciently  from  the  ends  of  the  guns  to  escape  dx 
effects   of    the    flash,    and  his    steady   eye   m 
enabled  to  look  directly  into  their  muzzles,  u  it 
might  be,  in  anticipation  of  the  fatal  mesienpT 
that    vas    to    issae    from    each.     The    cnnMng 
Hurons  well  knew  this    fact;    and    scarce  ou 
lerelled  his  piece  without  first  causing  it  to  point 
as  near  as  possible  at  the  forehead  of  the  piiiOMr 
in  the  hope  that  his  fortitude  would  fail  him,  *»d 
that  the  band  would  enjoy  the  triumph  of  seong 
a    victim    quail   under  tbeir  ingenioos    crudtr. 
Nevertheless,  each  of  the  competitors  were  still 
careful  not  to  injure,  the  disgrace  of  striking  pn- 
tnaturely    being    second    only  to  that  of  failin; 
altogether    in    attaining  the   object.     Shot  t&tr 
shut  was  made;  all  the  ballets  coming  in  dow 
proximity  to  the  Deerslayer's  head,  without  toud>- 
ing  iL     Still  no  one  could  detect  even  the  tiritch- 


TUB    DHR8LAYBR. 


25r 


'  of  a  muscle  on  the  part  of  tlic  cnpth-r,  or  the 
sliglitcst  n'iriktng  of  «n  eye.  lliis  iiidomiulile 
resolution,  which  so  much  exceeded  every  thing 
of  its  kind  tliat  any  prc-ient  Kad  Iwforc  witnesurd, 
might  he  reftrred  to  tJiree  disdnct  causes.  The 
first  was  renignation  to  his  Aile,  blended  with 
natural  tteadincss  of  deportment ;  for  our  hero 
hod  calmly  made  up  his  mind  that  he  must  die, 
and  preferred  this  mode  to  any  other ;  the  seeond 
was  his  great  familiarity  to  this  pnrticutar  weapon, 
which  deprived  it  of  all  the  terror  that  is 
nuully  connected  with  the  mere  form  of  the 
thnger;  and  the  third  wsb  this  liuniliarity  car- 
out  in  practice,  to  a  degree  so  nice  as  to  cn- 
the  intended  victim  to  tell,  within  an 
nch,  the  precise  xpot  where  cadi  bullet  must  strike, 
he  calculated  its  range  by  looking  in  at  tlie 
of  the  piece.  So  exact  was  Dcerslayer's 
■ation  of  the  line  of  lire,  tliat  his  pride  of 
ng  finally  got  the  better  of  his  resignation, 
and,  when  five  or  sis  hatt  discharged  their  bullets 
into  tl>e  tree,  he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing 
lii(  contempt  nt  their  want  of  hand  and  eye. 

"You  may  call  this  shooting,  Mingos,'*  he  ex- 
jaimed,   "  but  we've   squau-s  among  the  Dels- 
and  I've  known  Dutch  gals  on  the  Mo- 
*k,  that  could  outdo  your  greatest  indivourtt. 
)ndo  tliese   arms  of  mine,  put  a  rifle  in   my 
hands,  end  I'll  pin  the  thinnest  warlock  in  your 
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p«ity  to  any  tree  yon  can  abcnr  me  ;  md  dus  tf 
ft  bandied  yvds ;  ay,  or  at  two  hondred,  if  Ae 
object  can  be  wen,  nineteen  shots  in  twenty;  oi 
for  dwt  matter,  twenty  in  twenty,  if  die  picn  ii 
cTe£taIde  and  tnuty  \" 

A  low  moiacing  mnnnor  f<dJowcd  this  ood 
tatmt ;  tbe  iie  of  tbe  wairiors  kindled  at  liitraiDf 
to  sat^  a  reproach  fiom  one  wbo  so  hr  rfi^rtmiei 
tbcir  efforts  as  to  refiue  ereo  to  wink,  whoi  i 
rifle  was  discharged  as  near  his  &ce  as  eoaU  be 
done  without  baming  it.  Rirenoak  percereil 
that  the  moment  was  critical,  and  still  retaining 
his  hope  of  adopting  so  noted  a  faunter  in  hii 
tribe,  the  politic  old  chief  interposed  in  time, 
probably,  to  prerent  an  iounediate  resort  to  thu 
portion  of  the  torture  which  must  necessanlv 
have  produced  death,  through  extreme  bodily 
suffering,  if  in  no  other  manner.  Movinj  into 
the  centre  of  the  irritated  group,  he  addressed 
them  with  his  usual  wily  logic  and  p'.au^ble 
niauuer.  at  once  suppressing  the  fierce  moTemeot 
that  had  commenced. 

'■  I  see  how  it  is,"  he  said.  "  We  have  been 
like  the  pale-faces  when  they  fasten  their  doors  il 
night  out  of  fear  of  the  red-man.  They  use  «) 
many  bars,  that  the  fire  comes  and  bums  them, 
before  they  can  get  out.  We  hare  bound  the 
Deerslayer  too  tight ;  the  thongs  keep  his  limbs 
from  shaking,  and  his  eyes  from  shutting.     Loosen 
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him  ;  let  as  see  wbit  hU  own  bodjr  U  really  mtide 
of." 

It  is  often  tlie  cue,  when  we  lire  thwarted  in 
■  chcrislicd  scheme,  tliat  any  expedient,  however 
anlikely  to  succeed,  is  gladly  resorted  to,  in  pre- 
fiiirenoc  to  s  total  abandonment  of  the  project. 
So  it  waa  with  the  ilurons.  't'he  proposal  of  the 
chief  found  instant  favour;  and  several  hands 
were  immediately  at  work,  cutting  and  tearing  the 
ropes  of  bark  from  the  body  of  our  hero.  In 
a  minute,  Docniaycr  stood  as  ifce  frttm 
ids,  aswhen,anliuurI>erorc,  he  had  commenced 
ight  on  the  side  of  the  mountun.  Some  little 
«  was  necessary  that  he  ihoald  recover  the  use 
ifhb  limbii;  the  circulation  of  tlic  bloud  having 
n  checked  by  the  tightness  of  the  ligatures ; 
id  this  was  accorded  to  him  by  the  politic 
ivenoak,  under  the  pretence  tliat  hb  body 
would  be  more  Ukely  to  submit  to  apprehension, 
if  its  true  tune  were  restored ;  though  really  with 
view  to  give  time  to  the  fierce  passions  which 
been  awakened  in  the  busoms  of  his  young 
to  subside.  This  rate  succeeded;  uid 
layer,  by  rubbing  his  Umbs,  stamping  his 
feet,  and  moving  about,  soon  regained  tliu  circu- 
iRtion ;— recorcring  all  his  physical  powers,  as 
effectuAlly  as  if  nothing  Iiad  occurred  to  disturb 
them. 

It  is  seldom  men  think  of  death  in  the   pride 
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of  Oor  bMltfa  waA  itrength.  So  h  'm  «ft 
DeonUyer.  HaTin;  been  hdptesdj  boond,  ai, 
m  be  had  enrj  leuon  to  bdi^mim^  ao  khlf « 
UU)  very  iei|ge  of  liie  ouhv  wond,  to  find  laMdl 
so  imezpectodty  libented,  in  poiiBwii  of  )m 
atmigtb,  and  vitb  m  full  eommuMt  cf  Bnd^  iittl 
on  bim  bin  ■  rndden  reatontioa  to  bfi^n» 
malang  bopei  tbat  be  bad  <moe  absotatetj  ■hat- 
doned.  Fkhb  that  iastant  all  bta  plana  cfaopi 
In  tbu,  be  nmidy  obeyed  a  law  at  natnc ;  fa 
while  we  have  wished  to  repreaent  our  bem  ■ 
being  resigned  to  his  fate,  it  has  been  &r  frtn 
our  intention  to  represent  him  as  anxious  to  die. 
From  the  inatant  that  bis  buoyancy  <^  feeling  n- 
Tived,  his  thoughts  were  keenly  bent  on  6e 
Taiions  projects  that  presented  themselves  ■■ 
modes  a£  evading  the  designs  of  his  enemieii 
and  he  again  became  the  quick-witted,  ingeuou 
and  determined  woodsman,  alive  to  all  his  ova 
powers  and  resouraes.  The  change  was  so  gRat 
that  his  mind  resumed  its  elasticity ;  and  no 
longer  tiunking  on  sabmission,  it  dwelt  only  ca 
the  devices  of  the  sort  of  warfiu«  in  wbidi  lie 
was  engaged. 

As  soon  as  DeeraUTa*  was  released,  the  band 
divided  itself  in  a  circle  around  bim,  in  order  to 
hedge  him  in  ;  and  the  desire  to  break  dowa  Ut 
spirit  grew  in  them,  precisely  as  they  saw  prqofr 
of  the  difficulty  there  would  be  in  subduing  iL 
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The  lionoUr  nf  the  band  was  now  inrolved  in  the 
inue  ;  and  even  the  sex  lost  all  ita  sympathy  with 
BnSering,  in  the  desire  to  save  ttie  reputation 
of  tl)e  tribe.  The  voices  of  the  girls,  soft  and 
melodious  a-t  nature  had  made  them,  were  heard 
mini;ling  with  tlie  menaces  of  the  men ;  and  the 
wrongs  of  Sumach  suddenly  assumed  the  cha- 
nw:ter  of  injuries  inflicted  on  every  Huron  female. 
Yielding  to  this  rising  tumu)t>  tJic  men  dr«w  back 
B  little,  signifying  to  the  femAlcs,  that  tbcy  loft 
tlie  captive  for  «  time  in  tlieir  hands ;  it  being  a 
oominoQ  practice,  on  such  occasions,  for  the 
.women  to  endeavour  to  throw  the  victim  into  a 
by  their  taunts  and  revilings,  and  then  to 
him  suddenly  over  to  the  men,  in  a  state  of 
aind  that  was  little  favourable  to  resisting  the 
sny  of  bodily  suffering.  Nor  was  this  party 
ithout  the  proper  instruments  for  effecting  such 
,  purpose,  iiutiiach  had  a  notoriety  as  a  scold  ; 
one  or  two  crones,  like  the  She  Bear,  bad 
Dine  out  with  the  party,  most  probably  as  tl)c 
Bonservators  of  itt  decency  and  mural  diacijiline ; 
ich  things  occurring  in  savage  as  well  as  civilized 
It  is  unnecesNnry  to  rej>cat  all  that  I'eronty 
ltd  ignorance  could  invent  for  such  a  purpose  ; 
only  difference  between  this  outbreaking  of 
ainine  anger,  and  a  similar  scene  among  our- 
ImIvcs,  consisting  in  t})e  iigures  of  s]>eech  and  tlte 
>  epithets ;  the  iluron  women  calling  their  prisoner 
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by  the  nunes  of  the  lower  and  teut'  mpetttd 
animals  that  were  known  to  themsdves. 

But  Deerslayer's  mind  was  too  mot^  occained 
to  permit  him  to  be  disturbed  by  the  abuse  of  a- 
dted  haga ;  and  their  rage  necessarily  increasi^ 
with  bis  indifference,  as  his  indifference  incnucd 
witb  their  rage,  the  furies  soon  rendered  thenudm 
impotent  by  their  own  excesses.  PerceiTiDg  tint 
the  attempt  was  a  complete  failure,  the  wamon 
interfered  to  put  a  stop  to  tbis  scene ;  and  thb  so 
much  the  more,  because  preparations  were  no* 
seriously  making  for  the  commencement  of  the 
real  tortures,  or  that  which  would  put  the  forti- 
tude of  the  sufferer  to  the  test  of  severe  bodily 
pun.  A  sudden  and  unlooked-for  announcement, 
that  proceeded  from  one  of  the  look-outs,  a  bov 
of  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  however,  put  a  mo- 
mentary check  to  the  whole  proceedings.  Ai  thii 
interruption  has  a  close  connection  with  the 
denotiement  of  our  story,  it  sbaU  be  given  in  ■ 
separate  chapter. 


"  Badremi'tthou—aoeKchiaorliil  dnmi 
Of  tfa«l  vbicb  l>  from  llialwhich  »r[n*i 

Hnl  olhrr  hsrrrat  bcra, 
Thin  tbsl  vhich  pasnnl'f  icytlic  ileoiandB, 
Wi»  grtheml  in  by  ilcrnri  liandii, 

Willi  Iwynuvl,  bintle,  Hnil  ipirtir." 

MOTT. 

It  crcccded  DecrsUycHs  powcT  to  ascertain 
hit  bad  pTocluced  tlie  sudden  pause  in  the 
movements  of  his  enctnies,  until  the  fact  waa 
revealed  in  tlic  due  course  of  events.  He  per- 
ceircd  that  rrmcli  agitation  prevailed  among  the 

imen  tii  pnrtieulnr,  wiiile  the  warriors  rested  on 
tlieir  arm*  in  a  sort  uf  dignified  expectation.  It 
vos  plain  no  alarm  was  excited,  though  it  wna 
not  Mjuidly  apparent  that  a  friendly  occurrence 
produced  the  dclnT.  Rivcnoak  was  evidently  ap- 
prised of  all,  and  by  a  gesture  of  his  arm  tie  ap- 
d  to  direct  the  circle  to  remain  unbroken, 
and  for  each  person  to  await  tJie  issue  in  the 
situation  tie  or  she  then  occupied.  It  required 
but  a  minute  or  two  to  bring  an  explanation  of 
tlua  singular  and  mysterious  pause,  which  was 
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soon  terminated  by  the  appesntnoe  of  JiiAtk,ti 
the  exterior  of  the  line  of  bodies,  and  ber  ml; 
ftdinission  within  its  cirrle. 

If  DecrsUyer  was  startled  by  this  raofiad 
arrival,  well  knowing  tltat  the  qoick-wittcil  pA 
could  claim  none  of  that  exetnptioR  from  tie 
penalties  of  captivity,  that  was  so  cheetWh 
accorded  to  licr  feeble-minded  sister,  be 
eqnally  astonished  at  the  guise  in  wfaidb  the 
All  her  ordinary  forest  attire,  neat  and 
as  tliis  usually  was,  had  been  laid  aside 
brocade,  that  has  bovn  already  mentkified^ 
which  IiimI  onoe  before  wrought  so  gnat  nd 
magical  an  effect  in  licr  apponnee.  Nor  *v 
this  all.  Accustomed  to  see  the  ladies  of  tbc 
ganison,  in  the  formal,  gala  attire  of  tbc  daj,  ni 
familiar  with  tbc  more  criUcal  iiioetiies  of  dx* 
matters,  the  girl  had  managed  to  camiileu  her 
dress,  in  a  way  to  leave  notliing  strildo^  de- 
fective in  iU  details,  or  even  to  betiay  an  wa^ 
gruity  that  would  liave  been  dt-tected  by  iw 
pracUsed  in  the  mj-sterios  of  the  tmlrt.  Ucid, 
fc«t,  mrma,  hands,  bust,  and  drapery,  were  A 
harmony,  aa  female  attire  was  then 
attractive  and  harmonious ;  and  the 
aimed  at,  that  of  imposing  on  tbe  an: 
BeHMs  of  tlie  savages,  by  causing  tbem  to 
their  guest  was  •  woman  ol'  rank  and  im 
might  well  have  succeeded  with    tboM   w 
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habits  had  taught  them  to  discriminate  between 
persons.  Judith,  in  addition  tu  her  rare  native 
beautjr,  had  a  singular  grace  of  person,  aiid  licr 
mother  had  imjiarled  enotigh  of  her  own  deport* 
meet,  to  prevent  any^triking  or  offensive  vulgarity 
of  manner ;  so  that,  sootli  to  say,  the  gorgeous 
dress  might  have  lieen  worse  bestowed  in  nearly 
particular.  Had  it  been  displayed  in  n 
apital,  a  thousand  miglit  have  worn  it,  before  one 
Duld  hare  been  found  to  do  more  credit  to  ita 
ay  colours,  glossy  satins,  and  rich  laocs,  than  the 
tuttful  creature  whose  person  it  now  aided  to 
dorn. 

The  effect  of  such  an  apparition  had  not  been 
ilated.  The  instant  Judith  found  herself 
rithin  the  circle,  she  was,  in  a  degree,  con)[>en- 
nted  i'or  tlic  fearfiil  personal  risk  she  ran,  by  the 
inequivocal  sensation  of  surprise  and  admiration 
Bruduced  by  her  appearance.  The  grim  old 
iors  uttered  their  favourite  exclamation, 
Hugh !"  The  younger  men  were  still  more 
nbly  overcome,  and  even  the  women  were  not 
backward  in  lotting  open  manifestations  of  pk-a- 
escapc  them.  It  was  seldom  ttiat  these  un- 
^tutorcd  children  of  the  forest  had  ever  seen  any 
white  fem^e  above  the  commonest  sort,  and  as 
to  dress,  never  before  tiad  so  much  splendour 
ahone  before  their  eyes.  'ITic  gayest  tmiforms  of 
both  French  and  English  seemed  dull,  compared 
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wiOi  the  lustre  of  the  brocade  ;  nnd  while  thti 
personal  beauty  of  Uie  wearer  added  to  tltc  effect 
pmduocd  by  ita  huts,  the  Bttire  did  n(it  fail  u 
»dOR)  that  bnuty  in  a  way  which  Burpaatedww 
the  hope*  of  its  wearer.  l>ccrslnycr  hiaucUm 
aatounded,  and  t)iiii  quite  m  much  by  the  htiUuM 
picture  the  girl  presented,  as  at  the  indiflfercnee  to 
consequences  with  which  she  had  braved  tbt 
danger  of  the  step  she  had  taken.  Under  tack 
circurastances,  all  waited  for  the  yisiter  to  explria 
her  object,  which  to  most  of  tlie  spectators  MCntd 
as  inexplicable  as  lier  appearance. 

"  \S'hich  of  tJtese  warriors  is  the  prindfat 
c)i>ef>"  demanded  Judith  of  Deerslaycr,  aa  Mwa 
■B  she  found  it  was  expected  that  she  should  opa 
the  eoininunication  ;  "  roy  errand  in  too  imporHBl 
to  be  delivered  to  any  of  inferior  rank.  Fait 
ex))lain  to  the  Ilurons  what  1  say  ;  tlien  gife  n 
answer  to  the  question  1  have  put." 

Deerslayer  qviietly  complied,  hia  itiditin 
greedily  listening  to  tbc  interpretation  of  the  Km 
words  tliat  fell  from  so  extraordinary  a  nsoo. 
Ttie  demand  seemed  perfectly  in  character  for  dm 
who  bad  every  appearance  of  an  exalted  tank  bfN 
self.  Rivenoak  gave  aa  appropriate  reply,  ^ 
presenting  himself  before  bis  fair  viiuter  in  ■  wiy 
to  leave  no  doubt  that  he  was  entitled  to  all  tba 
consideration  he  claimed. 
"  ]  can  believe  this,  liuran,"  resumed  Judith, 
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ing  her  assumed  part  with  »  steadiness  and 
lit)-  that  did  credit  to  hor  powers  of  imitation, 
'  she  atrore  to  impart  to  licr  manner  the  con- 
lesccnding  courtesy  she  had  onco  obtcrred  in  the 
fe  of  a  ^neral  officer  at  a  similar,  thuui^h  a  more 
ihle  scene :  "  I  can  believe  you  to  be  the 
idpid  peraon  of  this  party ;  1  aec  in  your  ooun- 
ance  the  niark.s  of  tliought  and  rrflectioii.  To 
,  then,  I  must  make  my  communication." 
*  Let  the  Flower  of  the  Woods  BpcBlc."  returned 
>  old  chief,  courteously,  as  aooo  as  tier  address 
been  tramJatcd  so  that  all  might  und<;ntand 
"  If  her  words  are  as  plea&ant  as  her  looks, 
ay  will  never  quit  my  ears;  1  shall  hear  tliem 
9og  after  the  winter  of  Canada  has  killed  the 
lowers,  and  frozen  all  the  speeches  of  summer.'* 
ThUudmirution  was  grateful  to  one  constituted 
Judith,  and  it  contributed  to  aid  her  sclf- 
assestion,  quite  as  much  as  it  fed  her  vanity, 
itig  inroluntarily,  or  in  spite  of  her  wish  to 
[■eem  rescrred,  site  pruceedcd  in  her  plot. 

"  Now,  Huron,"  she  continued,  "  listen  to  my 

words.     Yiiur  eyes  tell  you  that  I  am  no  common 

woman,     1  wiU  not  say  1  am  the  queen  of  this 

i country;   s/u!   is  afar  off,  in  a  distant  land;  bat 

under  our  (^radous   monarchs,    there  are   imny 

^d^recs  of  rank:  one  of  these  1   fill.     What  that 

rank  is  prcdKly,  it  is  unnecessary  lor  mc  to  ay, 

I  Mnce  you  would  not  understand  it.     For  that  in- 
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formation  yoa   must  trust  your  ejt%.    Tan . 
what  1  Km ;  you  must^cW  that  in  Ibtnu&g  ta  ■; 
wordi,  you  li&tcD  to  one  who  can  be  yonrj 
or  your  enemy,  as  you  treat  her.'* 

This  was  well  uttered,  vrith  a  due  alt 
manner,  and  a  stcadine&s  of  tunc,  that  wu 
surprising,  considering  all    the  circumstancci 
Uic  case.     It  was  w«ll,  though  tnmply 
into  the  Indian  dialect,  too,   and  it  wasi 
witli  a  respect  and  gravity  that  au^^rcd  (aron 
for  the  girl's  success.     But  Indian  thoo^fat  bi 
easily  traced  to  ita  sources.     Judith  waited  witi 
iinxiety  to  hear  tlte  answer,  filled  with  hope  i 
while  she  doubted.  KiTeno«k  vros  a  ready  i 
und  he  answered  as  promptly  as  comported 
the  notions  of  Indian   decorum  ;    that 
people  seeming  to  tliink  a  short  delay  mf 
inasmuch  as  it  manifests  tliat   the  wimls  •■ 
heard,  have  been  duly  weighed. 

"  My  daughter  is  handsomer  than  the  wild  i 
of  Ontario ;  her  roioe  is  pleasant  to  the  car  m 
song  of  the  wren,"   answered   the  caatioas 
wily  chief,  who  of  all  the  band  stood  ^oiw  ia 
bdng  fully  imposed  on  by   tlie  mngni6ccnt 
unusual  appearance  of  Judith  ;  but  who  disli 
even  while  he  wondered :   "  the  hamming 
not  much  lurf^er  tlian  the  bee;  yet  its 
lire  as  gay  as  tlie  t/ul  of  the  peacock.    The 
Spirit  sometimes  puts  very  bright  cdotbeson 
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Bct]«  animnls.  Still,  He  rovers  the  roooae  witii 
eoKTse  Iiair.  These  tiling!*  ure  beyond  the  under- 
BtandiDg  of  poor  Indians,  who  can  only  compre- 
liend  what  they  »ee  ind  hear.  No  doubt  my 
tl:tu{{hter  has  a  very  Iat^  wigwam,  somewhere 
ftbout  the  bke ;  the  Huronx  have  not  found  it,  on 
aocoQiil  of  their  ignorance?" 

"  I  have  told  you,  chief,  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  state  my  rank  and  residence,  inasmuch  as  you 
rould  not  comprehend  them.  You  must  (rust 
your  eyes  for  this  knowledge;  what  red-man 
there  who  cannot  see  ?  This  blanket  that  I 
»r,  is  not  the  lilanket  of  a  romuion  squaw; 
hese  ornaments  are  such  as  the  wives  and 
fdaoghters  of  ehiefs  only  appear  in.  Now,  listen 
)d  hear  why  I  liave  come  alone,  among  your 
oplc,  and  liL-arkcn  to  the  errand  tliat  has 
l)n>ught  me  here.  The  Yengeese  liave  young 
sn,  as  well  as  the  tlurons;  and  plenty  of  titcm, 
[too;  this  you  well  know." 

"  The  Yengeese  are  as  plenty  as  the  leaves 
[on  the  trees !  This  every  Huron  knows  and 
Ifcels." 

"  I  understand   you,   chief.     Had   I  brought  a 

ty  with  me,    it   might   have  caused  trouble. 

ly  young  men  and  your  young  men  would  have 

'looked   angrily    at  each  other;  especially  had  my 

young    men    seen  that    pslc-face    bound    fur  the 

tortures.      He  is  n  great  hunter,  and  is  much 
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loved  by  all  the  gtirisonB,  far  and  neu.  Tiat 
would  b«Te  been  blows  about  him,  and  the  tid 
of  the  Iroquois  back  to  the  Canadas  would  hne 
been  marked  with  blood." 

"  There  is  ao  much  blood  on  it,  now,"  retotned 
the  diie^  gloomily,  "  that  it  bliods  our  eyes. 
My  yoiutg  mea  see  that  it  is  all  Huron." 

"  No  doubt ;  and  more  Huron  blood  would  be 
^Mlt,  had  1  come  sarroimded  with  pale^oec  I 
hare  heard  of  Riveaoak,  and  hare  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  send  him  back  in  peace  to  hii 
Tillage,  that  he  might  leave  his  women  tnd 
i^ildren  behind  him  ;  if  he  then  wished  to  come 
for  OUT  scalps,  we  would  meet  bim.  He  loves 
snimaU  made  of  ivory,  and  little  rides.  See ;  1 
have  brought  some  with  me  to  show  him.  I  un 
bis  friend.  When  he  has  packed  up  these  things 
amoug  his  goods,  he  will  start  for  his  villige, 
bel'ore  any  of  my  young  men  can  overtake  him  ; 
and  then  be  will  show  his  people  in  Canada  vhat 
riches  they  can  come  to  seek,  now  that  our  great 
lathers,  across  the  Salt  Lake  have  sent  eich 
other  the  war-hatchet.  I  will  lead  back  with  me 
this  great  hunter,  of  whom  I  have  need  to  keq) 
my  house  in  reDtson." 

Judith,  who  was  sufficiently  fumiliar  with  In- 
dian phraseology,  endeavoured  to  express  her 
ideas  in  the  sententious  manner  common  to  tho^ 
people  i  and  she  succeeded  even  beyond  her  oim 
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:pecUtioDs,  Deenlayer  did  her  fall  jiutioe  in 
the  tnu)iilation,  and  this  lo  much  the  more 
readily,  since  die  girl  carefully  Kt»Uined  from 
utSoniig  any  direct  untruth;  ■  hooMge  she  paid 
to  the  young  man's  known  ikvcrsion  to  fabehood, 
which  he  deemed  a  meannesit  altogctlicr  unvrortliy 
of  a  u-liite  man's  gif^>  Tlie  offering  of  tlic  two 
reronining  ele|ihant9,  and  of  the  pistola  already 
jaentioiied,  one  of  which  was  all  the  worse  for  tlie 
recent  accident,  produced  a  lively  seiiution  among 
the  llurona,  generally,  Uiough  Itircnoak  reoeiTed 
H  coldly,  notwithstanding  the  delight  with  which 
be  had  fint  discovered   the  probable  existence  of 

creature  with  two  tails.  la  a  wont,  this  cout 
ugacioUB  sange  was  not  M  easily  imposed 
on,  as  his  followers ;  and  with  a  sentiment  of 
honour,  that  half  the  civilized  world  would  bare 
deemed  supererogatory,  he  declined  tlie  accepinnoe 
of  a  bribe  that  be  felt  no  disposition  to  earn  by  a 
eompliance  with  the  donor's  wishes. 

Let  my  daughter  keep  her  two-tailed  bog  to 
eat,  when  1,'enison  is  scarce,"  he  drily  answered, 
"  and  the  little  gun  with  two  muzzles.  The  lia- 
rons  will  kill  deer  when  they  are  hungry }  and 
have  long  rifles  to  fight  with.  This  hunter 
'emnot  quit  my  young  men  now ;  tliey  wisli  to 
know  if  he  is  as  stout-hearted  as  he  boasts  hioiielf 
lobe." 

"  That  1  deny,  Huron,"  interrupted  DeersUyer, 


I 

"«n< 
■  rona 


S73  TBB  nmMaMiOkTrnm. 

mth  ««notli ;  **  yei,  diat  I  dowiiT^ht  imjt «  ' 
m'in  trotli  and  naaoo.  No  man  has  hmd  at 
ioof/,  and  no  nun  ihall,  though  ye  flay  medn, 
and  then  roast  the  qrurering  flesh,  widi  yoot  am 
in&rnal  dencei  and  cmelties  !  I  may  be  hn^li^ 
andmisfbrtanate,  and  yoor  prisoner;  bntl'mai 
boaster,  by  my  very  gifts," 

"  My  yonng  pale-ftce  botut»  he  is  ko  boaala^' 
returned  the  crafty  chief;  "  he  muut  be  i^H 
1  hear  a  strange  bird  singing.  It  has  very  oA 
feathers.  No  Huron  ever  before  aaw  sub  6*- 
thers  !  They  will  be  ashamed  to  go  back  to  thai 
Tillage,  and  tell  their  people  that  they  let  tbor 
prisoner  go  on  account  of  the  song  of  this 
strange  bird,  and  not  be  able  to  give  the  aoaie  of 
the  bird.  They  do  not  know  bow  to  say  whetbo* 
it  is  a  wren,  or  a  cot-bird.  This  would  be  a  great 
disgrace ;  my  young  men  would  not  be  allowed 
to  travel  in  the  woods,  without  taking  tbeir 
mothers  with  them,  to  tell  them  the  name  of  the 
birds!" 

"  You  can  ask  my  name  of  yom-  prisoneT," 
returned  the  girL  "  It  is  Judith ;  and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  the  history  of  Judith  ia  the  pale- 
face's best  book,  the  Bible.  If  I  am  a  bird  t^fine 
feathers,  I  have  also  my  name." 

"  No,"  answered  the  wily  Huron,  betraying 
the  artifice  he  had  so  long  practised,  by  speaking 
in  English,  with  tolerable  accuracy ;   "  I  not  ask 
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^mruoncr.  Hctircd;  wnnt  rest.  I  ulc  my  dau^tcr, 
^Hwith  fccblc-mind.  She  speak  truth.  Come  hcrtf 
^■daughter;  you  nnswcr.  Ytmr  niime,  Hetty  i" 
"  "  Yes,  that'H  what  they  ciill  me,"  returned 
^_the  f^l ;  "  though  it 's  written  t^tlier,  in  the 
^pible." 

^K    "  He  write  Am  in  Bible,  too  1     AU  write  in 
^^Bible.     No  matter — what  Aer  name  ?" 

"  That  's  Judith,  and  it  's  so  written  in  the 
though  fath«r  sometimes  called  her  Jade, 
tilt 's  my  sister  Judith.  Thomai  Huttcr^s  daugh- 
-'niomas  H  utter,  whom  you  called  the  Musk- 
tltough  he  was  no  rauskrat,  but  a  man,  like 
1  yourselves — he  lired  in  k  house  on  tl>c  water,  and 
:  WM  enough  for  you  I" 
A  smile  of  triumph  gleamed  on  the  liAnl- 
Ivrinkled  countenance  of  the  chief,  when  he  found 
tliow  completely  hia  appeal  to  the  tmtb-loring 
Hetty  had  succeeded.  As  for  Judith,  herself,  the 
^moRicnt  Iter  sister  was  questioned,  she  saw  that 
^^•11  was  lost ;  for  no  aga,  or  even  entreaty,  could 
have  induced  the  right-feeling  girl  to  utter  a 
falMliood.  To  attempt  to  impose  a  daughter  of 
the  Muskrat  on  tlic  sarogcs,  as  a  princess,  or  • 
great  lady,  she  knew  would  be  idle;  and  slie  mv 
her  bold  and  ingenious  expedient  for  libciating 
the  esptiTe  fail,  through  one  of  tlie  simplest  and 
,lD08t  natural  causes  that  could  be  imaginetL  She 
ned    her    eye    on    Decrslayer,    therefore,    aa 

»  3 


if  impfaaiag  him    to    interfere,   to    htb   than 

"  It  vill  mat  do,  Jw&h,"  said  the  yoimg  mm, 
B  answer  to  this  appeal,  viudi  he  nndcntood, 
AoQgfa  he  lav-  its  naelessDess ;  "  it  will  not  <lo. 
Twss  abcld  idee,  and  &t  f(»  a  general's  Udy;lral 
viKider  Mii^o — "  RiTenoak  had  withdiawn  to  s 
Gtde  (fistance,  and  vas  out  ct  ear-shot — ^  bnl 
Tonder  Mio^  b  an  cmcoounon  man,  and  not  to 
he   decoTcd   br    anj    onnat'tal  sarcomveidiaDS. 
Things  mastcome  afore  him  in  their  rigfatorder, 
to  draw  a  doud  afore  Ut  eres  !      Twas  too  madi 
tu  a"empt   making  htm   fancy  that  a  qaeen  or  s 
gr«at  lady    lired    in    these    monntains ;    and  no 
lioabt  he  thinks  the  dne  clothes   you  wear,  ttt 
some  of  the  plunder  of  your   own    father — or,  tf 
least,  ot'him  who  once  passed  for  your  father;  is 
quite  likely  it  was,  if  all  thev  say  is  true." 

"  At  all  events,  Decfslayer,  my  presence  here 
will  save  you  fur  a  time-  They  will  hardiv  attempt 
torturing  you  before  my  lace  I" 

"  Why  not,  Judith?  Do  you  think  they  will 
treat  a  woman  of  the  pale-faces  more  tenderfr 
than  they  treat  their  own  r  It's  true  that  vour  sex 
will  most  likely  save  you  from  the  torments  bol 
it  will  not  save  your  liherty,  and  may  not  sate 
your  scalp.  I  wish  vou  hadn't  come,  my  good 
Judith ;  it  can't  do  no  good  to  me,  while  it  may 
■do  sreat  harm  to  Tourselt." 
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"  I  can  shape  your  fete,"  the  girl  answered,  «-ith 
I  generous  entUuNiaitm.  "  Tlicy  shall  not  injure 
lyOB,  while  I  stand  by,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent 

it— besides " 

"  Besides  what,  JudiUi  ?  What  meani  have 
[you  to  stop  Indian  cruelty,  or  to  avart  Indian 
■dcviltric*?" 

*'  None,  perhaps,  Deerslayer,"  answered  the 
[girl,  with  firmness;  "  but  I  can  suffer  with  my 
I  friends — die  with  them  if  necessary." 

"  Ah !  Judith — suffer  yon  may ;  hut  die  yon 

[will  not  until    the   Lord'it  time  simll  come.     It's 

[  little  likely  that  one  of  your  sex  and  beauty  will 

^meet  with  a  harder  fate  than  to  become  tlic  wife  of 

.  chief,  if  in<tee<t  your  white  inclinations  can  stoop 

Ito   miiteh  with    an  Indian.     Twould  have   been 

tltetter  had  you  staid  in  theark,  or  the  cattle  i— but 

what  lias  been  done,  is  done.     You  was  about  to 

[  aay  someUiing,  when  you  stopped  at  '  besides  ?* " 

*  It  might  not  be  safe  to  mention  it  here.  Deer- 

alayer,'*  the  girl  hurriedly  answered,  moving  past 

lira  carelessly,  that  she  might  speak  in  a  low  tone ; 

' "  half  an  hour  is  all  in  all  to  us.     None  of  your 

,  friends  are  idle.'' 

The  hunter  replied  merely  by  a  grateful  look. 
[Then  be  turned  towards  his  enemies,  as  if  ready 
Isgain  to  face  his  torments.  A  short  consultation 
I  had  pas'scd  among  the  elders  of  the  band,  and  by 
[this  time,  they  also  were  ])rcpaTrd  with  their  dc- 


L.    Tk  -j^ijintl  pugpoae  of  KfonklBd 

3ns9  ■!  ■■!  Ill  if  En-  tse  artibee  cf  Jafid^ 

3nane>Kiis  ^ai  objees,  vasttKlrtopnK 

.Kiw  :»ir  s  JiKMam  bcLuuiius  tfae  dope  cf  m 
■■TTTT— w-rt  rn-i.  B«-taiB  cioBeJw&di-smldB- 
-M.U9.  w  ndb  uuitsi^tuod — the  wide  apraad  R> 
iwr-TiHTw  jK  T«w  aeuiCT  g'litfiTnitM^i  to  tfe  a* 
'KKKuc     As  Jir  ^e    muAuiil  uLlir.  it  vv  cot- 

1^1  ;j-ri2i;-  nei  z:e  t-jj^i  :c'  *aT-^^  "--.-r-   a=d  w» 
■;■•     ni^-r  iisnrstfi  r:  r^oriT^.-  — -:re  «r:'-i;5Mn 

»!:^    i_r"z»i;"    j:ij;^.t  <;:jtr;i;    :r;     ~  ■■'■i~ ;  "cr 

-Tit!'--s  ;t  ;re*i  ■»';cii -r^re  ryriclj  xll-^^e-:  =a: 
::;;;  siyiin^ — ^i^e  ETiinran  wh:.-h  ;:  wis  i^^K-ifti 

lit:  TVS.     il  ilia  was  ifce  ia.  prv'tvird  *:i5:~«- 
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ctation,  while  Decrskj-er  himnelf  stood  sccm- 
;ljr  as  unmoved,  as  one  of  the  pines  of  the  bills. 
Then  the  warriors  adranccd  to  bind  him,  how- 
r,  the  youiii;  man  t^nnced  at  Judith  as  if  to 
aquirc  whether  resistance  or  submission  were 
Bit  advisable.  By  a  significant  gesture  she 
eUed  tlie  liut ;  and,  in  •  minute,  he  was  once 
lore  fastened  to  the  tree,  a  helpless  object  of  any 
tinsult  or  wTon^  lliat  might  be  oiTered.  So  eagerly 
Idid  every  one  now  act,  that  nothing  was  said. 
[Tlie  fire  was  immediatcl)'  lighted  in  the  pile,  and 
I  the  end  of  all  was  anxiously  expected. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  tlio  Hurons  alv 
Isolutcly   to  destroy   the  life  of  their  victim  by 
Rieana  of  6rc.    They  designed  merely  to  put  his 
physical  fortitudG  to  tlic  severest  proofs  it  could 
[endure  short  of  that  extremity.     In  the  end,  they 
pfoUy  intended  to  carry  his  scalp  with  them  into 
their  \-i1Iai;e,  but  it  was  their  wiah  first  to  break 
,  down  his  resolution,  and  to  reduce  him  to  tJie 
level  of  a  oomplaliiing  sufferer.     With  this  view, 
the  pile  of  brusli  and  branches  had  been  placed  at 
.  proi>er  distance,  or  one  at  which  it  was  thought 
the  heat  would  soon  become  intolerable,  though  it 
might  not  be  immediately  dangerous.     \»  oftea 
happened,  however,  on  tli«ce  occasions,  this  dis- 
tance  had   been    niisctilculated,   and  ttie  Bamea 
began  to  wave  tlteir  forked  tongues  in  a  proximity 
to  the  face  of  tlio  victim  that  would  have  proved 


UXK/IK   uiBji  uuc  iidutl    intUt  I'ttlE 

sumptuous  intruder  to  the  c 
prevented  the  blows,  by  ren 
followers  of  the  state  of  her  e 
wks  insensible  to  the  risk  she 
she  had  performed  this  bold  a 
about  her,  in  frowning  resent 
the  crowd  of  attcntiTe  savage 

"  God  bless  yoo,  dearest 
and  ready  act!"   murmured 
nerved  so  much  as  to  be  inc 
"  Heaven  itself  has   sent  yi 
rand." 

"T  was  well-meant,  Jnditl 
tim ;  "  't  was  excellently  mea 
though  it  may  prove  ontimel 
is  to  come  to  pass  most  com 
will  quickly  be  too  late.  I 
mouthful  of  that  flame  in  brei 
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Christian,  as  you  would  bum  a  log  of  wood  I  Do 
you  never  read  your  Bibles  ?  or  do  you  Uiink  Uod 
will  forget  audi  tJiinga  i" 

A  gesture  from  Rivrno«1c  caused  tbe  scattered 
brtnds  to  be  collected ;  fresh  wood  w>a  brought, 
even  the  women  and  children  busying  tlicinselrea 
ea^rty  in  the  gathering  of  dried  sUclcs.  The 
flame  was  just  kindling  a  second  time,  when  an 
Indian  female  pushed  Uirough  the  cirdc,  advuDoetl 
to  the  heap,  and,  with  her  foot,  dashed  aside  the 
liglited  twigs,  in  time  to  prevent  the  conflagration. 
A  yell  follun'ed  tliis  second  disappointment;  but 
when  the  oflctidcr  turned  towartU  the  circle,  and 
presented  the  countenance  of  Hist,  it  was  suc- 
cccdnl  by  a  common  esrUmntion  of  pleasure  and 
aurprixc.  For  a  minute  all  tliougtit  of  pursuing 
tbo  business  in  hand  was  forgotten,  and  young 
and  old  crowded  around  the  girl,  in  haste,  to  de- 
mand an  explanation  of  her  sudden  and  unloukcd- 
for  return.  It  was  at  thiii  critical  iimLaiit  that 
Hist  spoke  to  Ju<Iith  in  a  low  Toioe,  placed  some 
small  object,  unseen,  in  her  hand,  and  tltcn  turn- 
ed to  mc«t  the  salutationft  of  tJie  Huron  girls, 
with  whom  she  was  [tenonally  a  great  favourite. 
Judith  recovered  her  self-possession,  and  acted 
promptly.  The  small,  keon<edged  knife,  that  Hist 
hjKl  given  to  the  other,  was  passed  by  tlie  latter 
into  tJic  Imnds  of  Hetty,  as  the  safest  and  least- 
suspected  medium  of  trunsferring  it  to  Deerslayer, 


But  the  feeble  tntelleet  of  the  latter  dcfeUali 
wdl'grounded  hopes  uf  all  tliree.  Instead  a(  fint 
catttDg  loose  ihc  liaiitU  of  the  virtim,  tad 
conoealing  the  knife  in  \us  clntltea,  in 
for  action  at  the  most  arulable  instant,  the  vat 
to  work  hcnelf  with  camcstncfta  and  sirapUdt;  tn 
cut  the  thongs  tliat  bound  bis  bead,  that  heni^ 
not  again  be  in  danger  of  inhaling  flames.  Of 
course  this  deliberate  procedure  waa  aeen,  and  tbc 
bands  of  llcttf  were  arrested  ere  she  had  dwh 
tJian  liberated  tbe  upper  portion  of  the  cafjtin^ 
body,  not  including  hts  arms,  bclov  the  ellMm. 
This  discovery  at  onoe  pointed  dtstmst  tanrit 
Hivl ;  and,  to  Judith's  surprise,  when  <iuecli^^| 
on  tbe  subject,  that  spirited  girl  was  not  fs^B^ 
to  deny  Iter  agency  in  what  had  passed. 

•'  Why  should  I  not  help  the  Deerslayer  f"  the 
giri  demanded,  in  the  tones  of  a  firnt^ininded 
man.  "  lie  is  the  brother  of  a  Oelavare  chief;  of 
heart  is  ell  Dclavrare.  Come  forth,  miaenUl 
Briarthorn,  and  wash  the  Iroquois  puotfrouynitf 
lace  i  stand  before  the  Ilurons,  the  crow  that  jrM 
arc ;  you  would  eat  the  carrion  of  jvnu  own  dead^ 
rather  than  starve.  Put  him  &oe  to  Ace  viUi 
Deerslayer,  chiefs  and  waniors  ;  I  will  sluiw  jtm 
hon-  great  a  knave  you  have  been  keeping  in  yon' 
tribe." 

Thi§  bold  language,  uttered  in  their  own  dialect, 
and  with  a  manner  full  of  confidence,  prodscad  a 
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Jeep  sensstion  unong  the  Harons.    Treachery  U 
[always   liable   to   distrust;  and,  though   the  re- 
nt Brisnliurn  had  cndcuroured  to  serve  the 
fenemy  well,    his  exertions   and  assiduities   had 
r  gained  for  him  little  more  than  toleration.     His 
[wish  to  obtain  Hist  for  a  wife  liad  first  induced 
Ihim  to  betray  her  and  liis  own  people ;  but  •»• 
irious  rivals  to  Iun  first  project  had  risen  up  among 
[liis  new  friends,  weakening  Hlill  more  their  sym- 
jpiathics  with  treason.     In  a  word,  Uriarthorn  had 
been  barely  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Huron  en- 
campment, where  he  was  as  closely  and  as  jea- 
lously watfihed  as   Hiit  herself;  seldom  appcar- 
\ing  before  the  chiefs,  and  sedulously  keeping  oat 
[of  view  of  Deerslayer,  who,  until   this  moment, 
I  was  ignorant  even  of  his  presence.  Thussummon- 
[ed,  however,  it  was  impossible  to  remain  in  the 
.  back-ground.     "  Wash   the   Iroquois  paint  firom 
Ills  face,"  he  did  not;  for  when  he  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  he  was  so  disguised  iu  these 
new  colours,  that,  at  first,  the  hunter  did  not  rc- 
'  cognise  him.    He  assumed  an  air  of  defiance, 
notwithstanding,  and  haughtily  demanded  what 
any  could  say  against  "  Briarlhom." 

'  Ask  yourself  (hut,"  continued  Hist,  with  spi- 
rit, though  her  manner  grew  leas  concentrated ; 
I  and  there  was  a  slight  air  of  abatniTttou  that  be- 
came  obaemible  to  Deerslayer  and  Judith,  if  to 
no  others.    "  Ask  tliat  of  your  own  heart,  sneak- 


■  jOTTtnbe,  wa  took  tba  Unket  rf 
fir  jaar  eovenng  1  Ptiat  Tonndf  ■ 
yoavillitfflbeUHk 


Alt  tfaey  Bov  Erteoed  tokr 
Ax  for  the  definqno^ 
k»  3u»d  bukd  in  Ids  raas ;  and  it  v&a  wdl  for 
^  pRBy  ipeiker  tlut  it  was  not  in  his  pover  to 
cwcBBc  tke  lermgt  he  bnmed  to  inSict  on  her, 
at  ipse  at  his  pRteaded  Iotc. 

"*  W^  viifaes  &iartbam  ?"  he  sternly  asked. 
*Ifa»pafa  6eei»  tired  of  life;  if  afraid  of  I&- 
<fiaa  sxBCBB,  speak,  Rrrmoak ;  I  will  send  him 
«ber  atf  warrian  ««  bare  lost." 

"^  "S*.  chJa:  no,  RiTeooah,"  ea|^]r  inteiroiX- 
«c  HsL  -  Dmdarcr  fears  nothing ;  least  of  iB, 
a  aw !  Cabind  him — cat  lus  withes — place  him 
flue  A>  Ke  wiih  this  cawing  bird ;  then  let  as  Me 
«^-a  »  civd  of  fife." 

Hac  Made  a  ferwaid  movement,  as  if  to  lake  s 
kaise  mm  a  Toonar  man,  and  pertbrm  the  offiee 
^#  aad  meoooDed,  in  persoa ;  but  an  a^;ed  «ar- 
ikv  iaterposed,  ai  a  ^n  from  RiTenoak.  Thii 
chief  watched  all  the  girl  did,  with  distrast ;  (or, 
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even  while  speaking  Id  her  mott  booitfol  lan- 
guage, and  in  Uie  iitexdiert  manner,  Uierc  wu  ui 
Btr  of  uncertainty  and  expectation  about  her,  that 
oootd  not  escape  act  close  an  obxerver.  She  acted 
well ;  but  two  or  three  of  the  uid  men  were 
equally  satisfied  that  it  waa  merely  acting.  Her 
proposal  to  release  Ueerslayer,  therefore,  was  re- 
jected ;  and  the  disappointed  lli!>t  found  herself 
driven  bock  from  the  sapltiig  at  the  very  moment 
the  fancied  licr&elf  about  to   be  sucoe*8(ul,     At 

f^e  same  time,  the  circle,  which  had  got  to  be 

I  and  confused,  wax  enlarged,  and  brought 

:  more  into  order.     Rivenoak  now  announced 

:  intention  of  the  old  men  again  to  proceed ; 

tb«  dday  liaring  been  continued  long  enough,  and 

I  leading;  to  no  resulL 

*'Stop,  Huron;  stay,  chiefs!"  eiolaimed  Jo- 
ditb,  scarce  knowing  what  she  said,  or  why  she 
inMrpoMd,  unless  to  obtain  time;  "for  God's 
sake,  a  minute  longer — " 

The  words  were  cut  short,  by  another  and  a 
BtUl  mora  extraordinary  interruption.  A  young 
Indian  came  bounding  through  tlie  Huron  ranks, 
leaping  into  the  very  centre  of  the  circle,  in  a  way 
to  denote  the  utmost  confidenoc,  or  a  temerity 
bordering  on  fool-hardtneas.  Five  or  six  seatitwls 
wcie  still  watching  the  lake,  at  diflerent  and  cU»< 
tant  points ;  and  it  waa  tlie  fir^t  imprcswon  of 
Rivenoak  that  one  of  tlicsc  had  cone  in,  witlt  ttd- 
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The  stranger  did  not  seeiD  disposed  tu  disappoint 
them ;  be  prepared  to  speak. 

^  llurons,"  lie  said,  "  this  earth  is  very  big. 
The  great  lakes  arc  big,  too ;  tlier«  is  room  beyond 
tbein  for  llie  Iruquois ;  tlierct  is  room  fur  tlie  l>e- 
lawsTM  on  this  side.  I  am  Chingnchgook,  th« 
■on  of  UncttH ;  the  kinsman  of  Tnmenund.  This 
is  m)-  betrothed ;  that  imlc-fuec  \»  my  friend.  Mj 
lieart  was  heavy  when  1  missed  him ;  I  followed 
Itirn  to  your  nmp,  to  see  that  no  harm  happened  to 
Ail  the  Delaware  girls  are  wmting  for  Wah ! 
wonder  that  &he  stays  away  so  long.  Come, 
OS  say  fikrewiL-U,  and  go  on  our  potli." 
"Hurons,  tliis  is  your  mortal  enemy,  the  (jreat 
lent  of  them  you  hate!"  cried  Briarthom, 
If  he  escape,  blood  will  be  in  your  moccasin 
irinta,  frum  this  spot  to  the  Canadas.  /  am  aU 
onml" 

As  the  last  words  were  uttered,  the  traitor  cmst 
is  knife  at  the   naked  hreut  of  the  Delaware. 
quick   movement  of  the  ann  on   the  part  of 
who  stood  near,    turned   aside   the   blow, 
dangerous  weapon  burying  its  point  in  a  pine. 
t  the  next  instant^  a  similar  weapon  glanced 
m   the  hand  of  tlie  Serpent,  and  quivered  in 
recreant's   heart.       A   minute  had   scarcely 
from  llie  moment  in  which  Chingacligook 
led  into  the  circle,  and  that  in  which  Briar* 
lOro  fell,  like  a  log,  dead  in  his  tracks.    The 
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rapidity  of  events  had  prerented  the  Hurona  (tam 
acting ;  but  this  catastrophe  permitted  no  &rtlia 
delay.  A  common  excUmatioii  followed,  and  die 
wbole  party  vas  in  motion.  At  this  instant, 
a  sound  unusual  to  the  woods  was  beard,  ind 
every  Huron,  nude  and  female  paused  to  bsto^ 
vrith  ears  erect  and  f^cea  filled  with  expetiatioa. 
The  sound  was  regular  and  heavy,  as  if  the  eutk 
were  struck  with  beetles.  Objects  became  visible 
among  the  trees  of  the  back-ground,  and  a  body 
of  troops  was  seen  advancing  vrith  measoied 
tread.  They  came  upon  the  charge,  the  scarlet 
of  the  king's  hvery  shining  among  the  brigbt 
green  foliage  of  the  forests. 

The  scene  that  followed  is  not  easily  described. 
It  was  one  in  which  wild  confusion,  despair,  ud 
frenzied  efforts  were  so  blended,  as  to  destroy 
the  unity  and  distinctness  of  the  actioo.  A 
general  yell  burst  from  the  enclosed  Huroos; 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  Engissd. 
Still  not  a  musket  or  riffe  was  fired,  though  that 
ateady,  measured  tramp  continued,  and  the 
bayonet  was  seen  gleaming  in  advance  of  a  line 
that  counted  nearly  sixty  men.  The  Unrou 
were  taken  at  a  feariitl  disadvantage.  On  three 
Mdes  was  the  water,  while  their  formidable  and 
trained  foes  cut  them  off  troto  flight  on  the  fourth. 
E^h  warrior  rushed  for  his  arms,  and  then  sO 
on  the   point,  man,  woman,  and   child,  eagerly 
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>ug1it  the  covers.     In  this  scene   of  confusion 

ind  dismay,  hoirerer,  nothing  could  surpass  the 

Iditcreiion  and  coohiess  of  De«nlayer.     Ilis  first 

was  to  place  Judith  and  Hist  behind  trees, 

tnd   lie   looked  for    Hetty;   but    she  had   been 

lurried  away  in  a  crowd  of  Huron  women,    This 

ted,  he    threw    himself  on  a   Hank    of  the 

[retiring  IIutohb,  who  were  inclhiing  o(T  towards 

southern  ntaigin  of  the  point,  in  tlic  hope  of 

ftping  through  the  water.     Deerslayer  watched 

opportunity,  and  finding  two  of  his  recent 

itors   in  a  range,  his  riilo  first  broke  the 

BRCe  of  llie  terrific  acene.    The  bullet  brought 

th  down  at  one  discharge.     Thia  drew  a  general 

from  tiie  Ilurons,  and  the  ride  and  war-cry  of 

the  Serpent  were  hear  in  the  clamour.     Still  the 

truncd  men  returned  no   answering  rollcy,   the 

whoop  and  pierce  of  Hurry  alone  being  heard  on 

rtbeir  side,  if  wo  except  tLc  short,  prompt  word  of 

I  sathority,  and  that  heavy,  measured,  and  mcnaciDg 

tread.     Presently,  however,  the  tbritka,  groiuu, 

[and  denunciations  that  usually  accompany   tlie 

use   of    tlie    bayonet   foUon-cd,      That    terrible 

land   deadly   weapon   was  glutted   in   vengcartce. 

The  scene  that  succeeded  was  one  of  those,  of 

[which  so  many  have  occurred  in  our  own  times, 

t  in  which  neither  age  nor  sex  forms  an  cxcmplioo 

L  to  the  lot  of  a  ssYBge  warfare. 


888  THB  DBBUI.ATaK. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

"The  Oowar  that  nnilea  to-d^. 

To-morrmr  din) 
AH  Oat  we  with  lo  itar. 

Tempts  and  thm  Biea. 
What  U  thii  worU**  ddi^ht^— 
Lightniag  that  mocha  the  night, 
Brief  eren  ••  brifht-" 

•RBLLKr. 

The  picture  next  presented  by  the  point  of 
land  that  the  unfortunate  Hurons  bad  selected 
for  their  last  place  of  encampment,  need  scared; 
be  laid  before  the  eyes  of  the  reader.  Uip- 
pity  for  the  more  tender-minded  and  tbe 
more  timid,  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  the  leaTts^ 
and  tbe  smoke  had  concealed  mncb  of  that  whidi 
passed,  and  night  shortly  after  drev  its  veil  onr 
the  lake,  and  the  whole  of  that  seemingly  inter- 
minable  wilderness,  which  may  be  said  to  hare 
then  stretched,  with  iar  and  immaterial  interrup- 
tions, from  tbe  banks  of  the  Hudson  to  the  sbom 
of  tbe  Pacific  Ocean.  Our  business  carries  ui 
into  the  following  day,  when  light  returned  upon 
the  earth,  as  sunny  and  as  smiUng,  as  if  ntrthins 
extraordinary  had  occurred. 
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When  tlie  su(»  rose  on  llie  foUowinE  morning, 
|«Tery  sign  of  hostility  nn<I  alarm  had  vaiiisUed  from 
le  baiiin  of   the  Qlimmei^Iaxs.     The  frightful 
[event  of  the  preceding  evening  had  left  no  inipres- 
Ftion  on   the  placid  sheet,  and  the  untiring  houn 
[puriued  their  course  in  the  placid  order  prescribed 
[by  the  powerful  hand  that  set  thetn  in  motion. 
TiM  birds  were  agitin  skimming  the  water,  or  were 
poised   on    the   wing    high  nhove    the  tops 
^of  the  lalle-it  pines  of  the  mountuns,  ready  to 
tniftkc  their  swoops,  in  obedience  to  the  irresistible 
w»  of  their  nature.      In  r  word,  nothing  wai 
changed  hut  the  sir  of  movement  and  life  tliitt 
tjprevaitcd  in  and  around  the  castle.     Here,  iudeod, 
IvBS  an  alteration  that  must  have  struck  the  least 
lobficrvant  eye.     A  sentinel,  who  wore  the  light- 
Infantry  uniform  of  a  royal  regiment,  paced  (he 
platJurm  with  measured  tread,  and  sume  twenty 
sen  of  the  same  eoT])s  lounged  about  the  place, 
»r  were  seated  itt  tlie  ark.      Their  arms  where 
Ittackei)  under  the  eye  of  their  comrade  on  povl. 
Two   officers   stood   examining    the  shore    with 
[the    ship's    glass  so    often    mentioned.      Their 
iks   were   directed   to  that  fatal   point,   where 
arlet  coats  were  still  to  be  seen  gliding  among 
lie  trees,  and  were  the  magnifying  power  of  the 
^instrument  aiso  showed  spades  at  work,  and  tlid 
sd  duty  of  interment  going  on.     Several  of  tha 
[>mmon  men  bore  proofs  on  their  persons  that 
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thaif  enemies  bad  not  been  oreraome  alBtij 
wiAant  re^st»iice  ;  and  the  youngest  of  ifae  tva 
aSoera  on  the  platform,  wore  an  arm  in  a  >&ag. 
W»  companion,  who  commanded  tbe  put^ 
kad  been  more  fortunate.  He  it  ma  tbat  oted 
die  glass,  in  making  the  reoonnMss&ncea  in  «liiek 
tfw  ttro  «'ere  engaged. 

A  sergeant  approached  to  make  ■  rqnn.  H( 
•ddfessed  the  senior  of  these  officers  aa  Capbia 
WtAey,  while  the  other  vaa  altnded  to  as  Mi^— ^ 

wbid)   was    equjyalent  to   ensign  ThjjraliMi. 

The  former,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  was  the  officer 
who  had  been  named  with  so  much  teding  in  tbe 
parting  dialogue  between  Jodith  and  Hwrf- 
He  waa,  in  truth,  the  very  individual  with  vbon 
the  scandal  of  the  garrisons  bad  most  freely  cob- 
nected  the  name  of  this  beautiful  but  indiscitet 
girL  He  was  a  hard-featured,  red  &ced  ma, 
of  about  five-and-thirty,  but  <tf  a  military  carriage, 
and  with  an  air  of  feshion  that  might  easily  iia- 
pose  on  the  imagination  of  one  as  ignorant  of  the 
world  as  Judith. 

**  Craig  is  coreiing  ua  with  benedietioos,' 
observed  this  person  to  his  young  ensign,  with 
an  air  of  indifference,  as  he  shut  the  glass,  ad 
banded  it  to  his  servant;  "to  say  the  tmdi, 
not  without  reason ;  it  is  certwnly  more  i^reealile 
to  be  here  in  attendance  on  Miss  Judith  Hottir, 
than  to  be  burying  Indiana  on  a  pant  of  tke 
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lake,  howerer  romuntJc  tlic  position,  or  brUliaat 
the  victory.  By  tliu  way,  VVrigtit,  i)  Oaru  iflill 
living?" 

"  Ho  died  about  t«n  minutes  since,  your 
liimour,"  rcturnul  ()i«  3iiT^:eniit  to  whom  tliix 
question  was  nddfesKed.  "  I  knew  liow  It  would 
hv,  u  noon  as  I  found  tJie  bullet  had  touched  the 
ktoinai-b.  I  never  knew  a  man  who  could  bold 
>at  long,  if  he  had  a  hole  in  his  stomach." 

"No;  it  is  rather   inconvenient  for  carryint; 

iway  anything  very  nouriiliing,"  observed  VVarley, 

iping.     "This  being  up  two  nights  de  mite, 

rthur,  pUya  the  devil  witti  a   man's  facultiet  ; 

I'm  as  stupid  as  one  of  tliiise  Dutch  parsons  on 

be  Mohawk. — I  hope  your  arm  is  not  painful, 

jy  dear  hoy  ?" 

'it  draws  a  few  grimaces  from   me,  sir,  as  I 

Appose  you  see,"'  answered  Uic  youtli,  laughing 

the  very  moment  his  countenance  n-as  a  little 

with    pain.     "  But  it    may   be   borne.      I 

aj^osc  Graham  can  spare  a  few  minutes,  soon, 

'  look  at  my  hurt?" 

**  She  ia  a  lovely  creature,  tliis  Juditlk  flutter, 

all,  Thornton ;  and  it  shall  not  be  my  fsiult, 

she  is  nut  suen   and  admired  in  the  parka!" 

Bsumed  VVarley,  who  tliought  little  of  his  com- 

nion's  wound. — "  Your  ann,  eh  !     Quite  trur. 

into  the  ark,  servant,  and  tell  Dr.  Graham  I 

he  would  look  at  Mr.  Thornton's  injury,  ua 

O  2 
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•ooB  M  he  hu  dooe  with  the  poor  ftflow  with  dw 
fankok  kg.  A  lordy  creature!  uhI  ■helookei 
Gke  a  qoecn  m  d»t  bntcade  dress  in  wbid  wt 
■Mt  her.  I  fiod  all  ^tanged  here ;  blber  ud 
■tother  bo^  gone,  the  nster  dying,  if  not  imi, 
andiMBeaf  die  fiunily  left  but  the  beanty!  TUi 
b»  been  a  fai^y  expeditioQ  aB  roond,  ind  pn>- 
luscs  to  tenoinate  better  than  Indian  BVirmiAw 
in  geocfaL'' 

**  Am  I  to  >uppo>e,  nr,  that  yoa  are  abcpot  to 
dea«xt  yoor  coloms,  in  the  great  cotps  of  baddon, 
and  doae  the  campaign  with  matrimonv  r" 

"  1,  Tom  Wariey,  turn  Benedict !  Faith,  my 
dear  boy,  yoa  little  know  the  corps  you  speak  of, 
if  yoa  tancy  any  such  thing.  I  do  suppose  tbnt 
mre  women  in  the  colonies,  that  a  captain  of  li^t* 
innntry  need  not  disdain ;  but  they  are  not  to  be 
tbund  up  here,  on  ■  mountain  lake;  or  eren 
down  on  the  Dutch  river  where  we  are  posted. 
It  is  true  my  uncle,  the  general,  once  did  me  the 
favour  to  choose  a  wife  for  me,  in  Yorkshire; 
but  she  had  no  beauty — and  I  would  not  nanj 
a  princess,  unless  she  were  handsome." 

"  If  handsome,  yon  would  marry  a  beggar?^ 

**  Ay,  these  are  tlie  notions  of  an  ensign  !  Love 
in  a  cottage— doors — and  windows — the  old  story, 
for  the  hundredth  time.  The  twenty — th  don't 
many.  We  are  not  a  marrying  corps,  my  dear 
boT.     There's  the    colonel,  old   Sir   Edwin , 
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iw  ;  tliough  a  full  general,  be  hw  never  thought 
a  wife;  srid  when  a  man  gets  as  high  as  a 
Guteiiant-general,     without    matnmuny,    he    is 
pretty  safe.     Then  the  lieutenant-colonel  is  con- 
as  I   tell  my  cousin,   tlie   bisliop.     Tlie 
R)or  is  a  wiJower,  having  tried  matrimony,  for 
Ire  months  in  his  youth ;  and  vre  look  upon 
*liim  now  as  one  of  our  moat  o&rtain  men.     Out 
,of  ten  captains,  but  one  is  in  the  dilemma;  and 
lie,  poor  devil,  is  always  kept  at  regimental  heiul- 
jaartcrs,  as  a  sort  of  memento  mori  to  the  young 
(men  as  they  join.     As  for  the  subalterns,  not  one 
lias  ever  yet  had  the  audacity  to  speak  of  intro- 
idudng  a  wife  into  the  regiment.     But  your  arm 
troublesome,  and  we'll  go  ourselves,  and  see 
[what  haa  become  of  Graham." 

Ttie  surgeon  who  had  accompanied  the  party 
I  waa  employed  very  differently  from  what  the  cap- 
I  tain  supposed.     When  the  assault  was  over,  and 
I  the  dead  and  wounded  were  collected,  poor  Hetty 
1  bad  been  found  among  the  latter.     A  riflc-boUet 
[tad  passed  tlirough  her  body,  inflicting  an  injury 
tiut  waa  known  at  a  glance  to  be  mortal.     [luw 
this  wound  was  recdved,  no  one  knew ;  it  was, 
probably,  one  of  those  casualties  Uiat  ever  accom- 
pany scene*  like  tttat  related  in  the  prenous  chap- 
ter.   I^ie   Sumach,  all  the  elderly  women,   and 
several   of  the   Huron    gtrls,    had  fallen  by  Uie 
bayonet;  either  in  the  confusion  of  the  m^/^,  or 
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ftam  tbe  ^ffieoHjr  of  ffl«)iiigiiiAi^  Urn 
where  die  dnMWMaoviBf^  M«didH| 
portkmof  fee  weirioie  ettgbwd  ea  Aei^  A 
few  Bad  CMWped,  noweTCf,  ma  two  ot  tfafec  ■■ 
been  taken  mthamed.  Ae  Ah-  tbe  wooded,  tte 
beyonet  Mved  dw  ewgeon  raodi  tKmUe.  Bna- 
tmk  had  eeeaped  witb  life  end  limb ;  bat  «■» 
jvred,  end  e  priMmer.  Ae  CaptMi  Weiley  ad 
to  enngn  went  into  die  erk,  dwj  |iei«1  Ui% 
■eeted  in  Agnified  liknoe,  in  one  and  of  Ai 
leow,  hia  beed  end  leg  boond,  b«tt  betnyng  bb 
risible  si^s  of  despondency  or  despair.  That  be 
mourned  the  loss  of  his  tribe  ie  certain ;  still,  be 
did  it  in  a  manner  that  best  became  a  warrior  W 
a  chief. 

The  two  soldiers  fottnd  their  surgeon  in  tbe 
principal  room  of  the  ark.  He  was  just  quitting 
the  pallet  of  Hetty,  with  an  expression  <^  sorov- 
fut  regret  on  his  hard,  pock-marked,  Scottiib 
features,  that  it  was  not  osoal  to  see  there.  AU 
his  assiduity  had  been  oaelesa,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled, reluctantly,  to  abandon  the  expectaticai 
of  seeing  the  girl  surrive  many  hours.  Dr.  Gn- 
ham  was  accustomed  to  death-bed  scenes,  and 
ordinarily  they  produced  but  little  impressioa 
on  him.  In  all  that  relates  to  religion,  his  wu 
one  of  those  minds  which,  in  consequence  of 
reasoning  much  on  material  things,  It^caUj 
and  consecutiTely,  and  overlooking  the  total  want 
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[of   jiremim   which   such    m.    theory   moat    ever 

»po88csg,  through  its  w&nt  of  a  primary  agent,  had 

'  liecomc  sceptical ;  leanng  a  vague  upiiiion,  con- 

I  eeming  the  origin  uf  things,  that  with  high  prc- 

IteiiMons  to  philosophy,  failed  in  the  first  of  all 

;thili>sophical  principles,  a  cause.  To  him  religious 

lepciidctice  a]i{K'.-ircd  a  weakness ;  but  when  he 

liounil  one  gentle  and  young  like  Hetty,  with  a 

Tmind  beneath  the  level  of  her  race,  sustained  at 

[such  u  moment  by  these  pious  sentiments,  and 

that  too,  in  a  way  that  many  a  sturdy  warrior 

p«nd  reputed  hero  might  have  looked  upon  witli 

.envy,  he  found  himself  affected  by  the  sight,  to  a 

degree  tliitt  he  would  have  been  ashamed  to  con- 

j  fcss.     Edinburgh   and   Aberdeen,   then  as  now, 

[supplied  no  small  portion  of  the  medical  men  of 

the  British  service ;  and  Dr.  Graham,  as  indeed 

I'liis  name  and  countenance  equally  indicated,  was, 

[by  birth,  a  North  Briton. 

'  Here  ts  an  est raorili nary  exhibition  for  a 
'  forest,  and  one  but  half-gifted  with  reason,"  be 
observed,  with  a  decided  Scotch  accent,  as  Warlcy 
and  the  ensi°^  entered ;  "  I  just  hope,  gentlemen, 
tliat  when  we  three  shall  be  called  on  to  quit  Uie 

■  twenty — th,  we  may  l>e  found  as  rengncd  to  go 

■  on  the  half  pay  of  another  existence,  as  this  poor 
I  demented  chiel !" 

f     "Is  there  no  hope  that  ilie  can  survive  the 
trait!'*  dentanded  Wariey,  turning  liis  eyes  to* 
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wards  the  p»Uid  Jadilh,  on  vLose  dttdo,  bn- 
CTcr,  two  large  apoU  of  red  bod  seUledt 
w  be  came  into  the  cabin. 

"  No  more  tlmn  there  U  for  Chvlie  Scqirtt 
ApproBcJt,  and  judge  for  yoursdve*,  genlkmai 
yell  tee  £rtit)i  esempUScd  in  an  excreding  u4 
wonderful  oi&nner.  There  is  a  aoft  of  TJifriiM 
btrtween  life  and  death,  in  actoal  conflict  in 
jraor  girl'a  mind,  that  renders  ber  an  tntnntiif 
study  to  &  philosopher.  Mr.  Tbumton,  I'm  il 
Tuur  service,  now ;  vc  can  just  look  at  the 
in  the  next  room,  while  we  speculate  as  mnrh  u 
we  i^ease  on  tjie  operations  and  unuoiitici  o 
tlie  human  loind." 

The  Bui){eon  and  ensign   retired,   and  W«Wy 
bad  an  opportunity  of  looking  about  him,  raon  t 
leisure,    and    with    a    better    unilerstaultag   i 
the  nature  and  feelings  of  the  grvtup  coUecUd  i 
the  cabin.     Poor  Ilctty  had  been   ptooed  on  ht 
own  simple  bed,   and  was   reclining   in   a  hal^ 
Mated   attitude,   with    tlie  approaches  of 
on  her  countenance,  tliui^h  tJivy  were  si: 
dimmed  by  Uie  lustre  of  an  eiprewioa,  in  wfai 
all  the  intelligence  of  her  entire  being 
to  be  concenljated.     Judith  and   Hist  were 
ber;  the  former  seated  in  deep  grief ;  the 
standing  in  readiness  to  offer  any  of  ibe 
attentions  of  feminine  care.     I>e«rslsyer  stti 
the  end  of  the  pallet  leaning  on  KiUdcsr, 


mi  oeerslatkh. 


297 


banned  in  pcnon  ;  &1I  the  fine  martial  uxlour 
had  so  Lately  glowed  in  his  countennnce 
bring  ^vcn  place  to  the  usual  look  of  liune:(ty 
,  benevolence;  qualities  of  whicli  the  expression 
now  softened  by  manly  regret  and  pity. 
He  Serpent  was  in  the  back  ground  of  the 
erect  and  motionless  as  n  statue;  but 
obaervant,  that  not  a  look  of  the  eye  escaped 
ovra  keen  glance.  Hurry  completed  the 
mp;  being  seated  on  a  stool  near  the  door, 
lUke  one  who  felt  himself  out  of  place  in  such 
»  aoene ;  but  who  wns  oshained  to  quit,  it  un- 
I  bidden. 

Who  is  that  in  scorlet  ?"  asked  Hetty,  as 
'  soon  AS  the  captain's  unifoim  cau^^ht  her  eye. 
Tell  me,  Judith,  is  it  the  friend  of  Hurry  V 
"  T  is  tlie  officer  who  commands  the  traopa, 
ItliAt  have  rescued  us  all  from  the  hands  of  the 
'  Hurona,"  was  the  low  answer  of  the  sister. 

"  Am  1  rescued,  too  ? — 1  tliought  they  said  I 
was  shot,  and  about  to  die.  Mother  is  dead,  and 
GO  ia  father ;  but  you  arc  living,  Judith,  and  so 
is  Hurry.  1  »'as  afraid  Hurry  would  be  killed, 
when  I  heard  him  shouting  among  tlio  soldiers." 
"  Never  mind — never  oiiud,  dear  Hetty,"*  in- 
terrupted Judith,  sensitively  alive  to  the  preser- 
vation of  lier  sister's  secret,  more  )>erlia|)s  at  such 
a  moment,    than  at  anotlier.     "  Hurry  is   well, 

o  3 
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wad  DeenUyer  is  well,  snd  the  I>dinnKii  vd, 
too." 

"  How  cune  th^  to  ihoot  a  poor  pil  Qb  bc, 
«nd  let  BO  maoT  men  go  anhumed  7  I  Aitfi 
know  thkt  the  Huroni  were  bo  wicked,  Jnditli  <'' 

"  Twss  ftn  acddent,  poor  Hetty ;  t  nd  acci- 
dent it  bus  been  !  No  one  would  willinglj  ban 
4njared  you." 

"  I'm  glad  of  tliat !— 1  thouglit  it  ttnnge :  I 
ua  feeble-minded,  and  the  red  men  have  nevfr 
banned  me  before.  I  should  be  Mny  to  tbink 
that  they  had  changed  their  minds.  1  am  g)ad 
too,  Judith,  that  they  havn't  hurt  Hurry.  Deer- 
slayer,  I  don't  think  God  vill  suffer  any  one  ii 
harm.  It  was  very  fortunate  the  soldiers  came  u 
they  did,  though,  for  fire  wiil  burn," 

"  It  was  indeed  fortunate,  my  sister ;  Goil'' 
holy  name  he  for  ever  blessed  for  the  mercy !'' 

"  I  dare  say,  Judith,  you  know  some  of  v..e 
officers ;  you  used  to  know  su  many  !" 

Judith  made  no  reply ;  she  hid  her  face  in  her 
hands  and  [^naned.  Hetty  gazed  at  her  in 
wonder  ;  but  naturally  supposing  her  own  situa- 
tion was  the  cause  uf  this  grirf.  he  kindly  uSae-i 
to  console  her  sister. 

"  Don't  mind  me,  dear  Judith,"  said  the  afffr- 
tionate  and  pure-hearted  creature, — ■'  I  don't 
suffer,  if  I  do  die ;  why  father  and  mother  arc 
both  dead,  and  what  happens  to  i/tcta,   may  wit 
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happen  to  ne,    Tou  know  I  am  of  Icm  account 
\&Ba  any  of  the  family ;  therefore,  few  will  think 
of  me  after  I'm  in  the  lake." 

"  No,  no,  no— poor,  dear,  dew  Hetty !"  ex- 
claimed Judith,  in  tn  uneontroUnble  burst  of 
■orrow — "  I,  at  least,  will  ever  think  uf  you ;  and 
gladly,  oh !  how  gbdly  would  I  exchange  placea 
with  you,  bo  be  the  pure,  excellent,  sinless  crea- 

■  ture  you  are  !** 

■  Until  now,  Captain  Waricy  had  stood  leaning 
^Ltgniniit  the  door  of  the  cabin ;  when  this  out- 
^nnak  of  feeling,     and    pcrcbsnce   of  pcnitcneev 

■  escaped  titc  beautiful  girl,  be  walked  slowly  and 
thoughtfully  away ;  <'\'cn  parsing  the  ensign,  then 

IsuScrin;;  under  the  surgeon's  care,  without  notic- 
ing him. 
*'  I  hare  got  my  Bible  here>  Jtidith !"  returned 
her  sister,  in  a  roioe  uf  triumph.  "  It's  true,  I 
can't  read  it  any  longer;  there's  something  the 
matter  witli  my  eye» — yoH  look  dim  and  distant— 
and  so  does  Hurry,  now  1  look  at  him  ; — well,  I 
never  could  hsve  believed  that  Henry  March 
would  have  so  dull  a  look  \  What  can  be  the 
reason,  Judith,  that  I  see  so  badly  to-day?  I, 
whom  mother  always  uid  had  the  best  eyes  of 
the  whole  family.  Yes,  that  was  it ;  my  mind 
was  feeble — what  people  call  ttalf-witted — but 


eyes  were  m  good ! 


my 


Again  Judith  groaned ;   this  time  no  feeling  of 
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Mir,  no  retrospect  of  the  p^st,  caoMd  the  pus. 
It  was  the  pure,  heart-felt  sorrow  of  ustcrl^  Iot^ 
heightened  by  a  krm  of  the  meek  baiufitj 
and  perfect  truth  of  the  beiitg  before  ber.  At 
that  moment  she  would  gladly  have  giTMi  Dp 
her  own  life  to  save  that  of  Hetty.  As  the 
laat,  howerer,  iraa  beyond  the  reach  of  hunHi 
power,  she  felt  there  waa  iratfaing  left  ber  hot 
sorrow.  At  Uiis  nioment,  Wartcy  xf 
the  cabin,  drawn  by  a  secret  impulse  he 
not  withstand,  lUough  he  felt  just  then  as  if  be 
would  gladly  abandon  the  American  oontiDeDt  fat 
ever,  were  it  practicable.  Instead  of  pa 
t}ie  door,  be  now  advanced  so  near  tbe 
the  sufferer  as  to  ootne  more  plainly  witliin  her 
gaze.  Uctty  could  still  distin;^uish  \itrge  objects, 
and  ber  look  soon  fastened  on  him, 

*'  Arc  you  the  officer  that  came  with  Hony?'' 
she  asked.  "  If  you  are,  we  ought  all  to  Uiank 
you ;  fur,  though  I  am  hurt,  the  rest  hare  nni 
thdr  lives.  Did  Harry  March  tell  you  where  lo 
find  us,  and  how  much  need  tliere  was  for  yflur 
services?" 

"  The  news  of  the  party  reached  ua  by  raeHi 
of  a  friendly  runner,"  returned  the  captain,  gU 
to  relieve  his  feelings  by  this  appearaiKe  of  a 
IHendly  communication ;  **  and  I  was  inunedialdy 
sent  out  to  cut  it  off.  It  was  fortunate,  oertainly, 
thut  we  met  Hurry  Harry,  as  you  call  him,  Sot 
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the  ictcd  u  «  guide ;  uid  it  wu  not  less  fortunate 
^that  we  heard  n  firing,   which  1  now  understand 
was  merelr  a  shooting  at  the  mark,  for  it  not  only 
^quickened  our  inarch,  but  called  ua  to  Uie  right 
[aide  of  the  lake.     The   Delaware  saw  us  on  the 
Eahan,    with  the  glass  it  would  seem ;  and  he  and 
Hist,  as  I  find  his  squaw  is  named,  did  us  ex- 
cellent flcr\-ice.     It   was,  really,  altogether  a  fur* 
tonale  concurrence  of  circumstances,  Judith." 
'  Talk  not  to  mc  of  anj-  thing  fortunate,    sir," 
ned  the  girl  huskily,    again  concealing  her 
&oe.     "  To   mc,  the  world  is  full  of  misery.     I 
wish  never  to  hear  of  marks,  or  hHes,  or  soldien, 
or  men  again !" 

Do  you  know  my  sister  ?"  asked  Hetty,  ere 
the  rebuked  soldier  had  time  to  rally  for  an 
answer.  "  How  came  you  to  know  that  her 
name  is  Judith?  Yuu  are  right,  for  that  u  her 
name  ;  and  1  am  Hetty,  Thomaa  Hutlcr's 
daughters/' 

"  For  heaven's  sake,  dearest  sister;  for  my 
sake,  beloved  Hetty,"  interposed  Judith,  implor- 
ingly,  "  say  no  more  of  this.'' 

Hetty  looked  surprised;  but,  accustnmcd  to 
comply,  she  ceased  her  awkward  and  painful 
interrogatories  of  Warlcy,  bending  ht-r  eyes  to- 
wards the  Bible,  which  she  still  held  betwi-vn 
ber  hands,  as  one  would  ding  to  a  casket  of 
precious  stones,  in  a  shipwreck,  or  a  condagra- 
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Htm,    Her  mind  nw  wveited  to  tta 

h^ag  si^t,  in  » piat  nauo^  flf  Aa  axHi 
«f0iepML 

«  We  ihaB  not  long  be  pntod,  JaAk,"  ^ 
and;  "whoa  fMi  die,  yon  matt  be  brao^ 
end  boned  in  the  lake  1^  tbe  side  of  saaAtr, 
too." 

"  Wosld  to  Odd,  Het^,  that  I  heflhat^ 
thJB  nomcsit  !** 

**  No,  that  cannot  be»  Joditb ;  people  nart 
die  before  tbey  bave  any  rig^  to  be  bamd. 
Twould  be  wicked  to  bury  you,  or  for  yon  to 
bary  yoarself,  wbile  living.  Once  I  thuoght 
of  buiyiog  myself; — God  kept  me  from  tbit 
■in." 

"  You ! — you,  Hetty  Hatter,  think  of  snch  in 
act ;"  exclaimed  Judith,  looking  op  in  ancon- 
trollable  surprise,  for  she  well  knew  nothin; 
passed  the  lips  of  her  consdentioas  sister,  that 
was  not  religiously  true. 

"  Yes,  1  did,  Judith ;  bnt  God  has  fbi^otten- 
no,  he  forgifs  nothing — but  he  bus  forgieai 
it,"  returned  the  dying  girl,  with  the  snbdan) 
manner  of  a  repentant  child.  "  TVas  after 
mother's  death ;  I  felt  f  harl  lust  the  best  frieDd 
I  had  on  earth,  if  not  the  u^.-y  friend.  Tv%  Xnt, 
you  and  Ather  were  kind  to  me,  Judith,  but 
I  was  so  feeble-minded,  I  knew  I  shcHdd  only 
give  you  trouble;  and  then   you  were  so  often 
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ashamed  of  such  a  sister  and  daughter;  and  'tis 
hard  to  lire  in  a  world  where  all  look  upon 
you  as  below  them.  1  thought  then,  if  I  could 
bury  myself  by  the  side  of  mother,  I  should 
be  happier  in  the  lake,  than  in  the  hut." 

"  Forgive  me — pardon  me,  dearest  Hetty ; 
on  my  bended  knees,  I  beg  you  to  pardon  me, 
sweet  sister,  if  any  word  or  act  of  mine  drove 
you  to  so  maddening  and  cruel  a  thought !" 

"  Get  up,  Judith  ;  kneel  to  God — don't  kneel 
to  me.  Just  so  I  felt  when  mother  was  dying. 
I  remembered  every  thing  I  had  said  and  done  to 
vex  her,  and  could  have  kissed  her  feet  for  for- 
giveness. I  think  it  must  be  so  witti  all  dying 
people;  though,  now  I  think  of  it,  I  don't  re- 
member to  have  had  such  feelings  on  account  of 
father." 

Judith  arose,  hid  her  face  in  her  apron,  and 
wept.  A  long  pause — one  of  mdre  than  two 
hours — succeeded,  during  which  Warley  entered 
and  left  the  cabin  several  times ;  apparently 
uneasy  when  absent,  and  yet  unable  to  remain. 
He  issued  various  orders  which  his  men  proceeded 
to  exc<:utc ;  and  tlicre  was  an  air  of  movemeiic 
in  the  party,  more  especially  as  Mr.  Craig,  the 
lieutenant,  had  got  through  with  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  burying  the  dead,  and  had  sent  for  in- 
tructions  from  the  shore,  desiring  to  know  what 
he  was  to  do  with  his  detachment.  During  this 
interval,  Hetty  slept  a  little,  and  Deerslayer  and 
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Clungttchgook  left  the  ark  to  cxMifer  toge&n.  But, 
Bl  the  end  of  the  tinie  meotionod,  tbe  Mign* 
passed  upon  the  pUtfonu ;  and  with  a  dcpet  tt 
feelui;  tiis  comrades  bad  nerer  before  obMrred  b 
one  of  his  hahitx,  he  announced  that  the  padcai 
was  rapidlv  drawing  oemr  bcr  end.  On  reonncf 
this  intcUigcnce,  the  group  collected  agiia; 
cunonty  to  witne*s  soch  •  death — or  a  bdM 
feeling — drawing  to  the  spot,  men  who  hftd  n 
lately  been  actors  in  a  scene  aeemtngly  of  m 
much  greater  interest  and  tnotnrat.  By  litis 
time,  Judith  had  got  to  be  inactiTe,  throngb 
grief;  and  tlist  alone  was  performing  the  Itttll 
offices  of  feminine  attention  that  are  so  appro- 
priate to  Uie  sick  bed.  Hetty  berwlf  had 
undergone  no  other  apparent  change,  than  the 
gencnil  failing  tliat  indicated  the  near  appcnath 
of  diNsolutiun,  All  iliat  !>he  posnned  of  mad 
was  as  ckar  as  ever;  and,  in  aoOM  reipeeCi, 
her  intellect,  |)crhaps,  was  more  U>aa  nsaaUy 
active. 

"  Don't  grieve  for  me  ao  much,  Judith,"  Hid 
tlie  gentle  sufferer,  alter  a  paose  in  her  tematks; 
t*  I  shall  soon  see  mtilher :  I  think  1  see  hct  aaw; 
her  face  is  Just  as  sweet  and  smiling  aa  it  lued  to 
be !  I'erhaps  when  1  'm  dead,  (iud  wUl  ^ic 
roe  all  my  mind,  and  1  shall  beooote  a  nets 
fitting  companion  for  motber  than  I  erer  wat 
before." 

**  You  will  be  an  angel  in  heaven,  Hetty," 
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■obbed  the  wster ;  "  no  spirit  there  will  be  more 
vorthy  of  ita  holy  residence!" 

**  1  don't  understand  it  quite ;  itUl  I  know 
it  roust  be  all  true ;  1  've  reail  it  in  the  Bible. 
How  dark  it  'a  becoming '.  Can  it  be  night  so 
soon  }  I  can  hardly  see  you  at  all ;  where  ii 
Hist  ?" 

"  1  here,  poor  girl ;  why  you  no  see  me  f" 

"  1  do  see  you ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  wlietlier 
*t  was  you  or  Judith.  I  believe  1  sha'n't  see 
you  much  longer,  Hi&t." 

"  Sorry  for  that,  poor  Hetty.  Nerer  mind ; 
pale-faoe  got  a  heaven  fur  girl,  as  well  as  for 
wanior." 

**  Where 's  the  Serpent  ?  Let  roe  spealc  to 
him — give  me  bis  luind — so ;  1  feel  iu  Delaware, 
you  will  love  and  cherish  tliis  young  Indian 
woman ;  1  know  how  fond  she  is  of  you ;  and 
you  must  be  fond  of  her.  Don't  treat  her  as 
some  of  your  people  treat  their  wives ;  be  a 
real  husband  to  her.  Now,  bring  Dcorslayer 
near  me ;  give  mc  Au  hand." 

Tit  is  request  was  complied  with,  and  the 
hunter  stood  by  the  side  of  the  pallet,  submitting 
to  the  wishes  of  the  girl  witli  the  docility  of  a 
chUd. 

"  I  feci,  Dccrslayer,"  she  rc«iimcd,  "  though 
1  couldn't  tell  why — but  I  feel  itiat  you  and 
I  are  not  going  to  part  for  ever.    11a  a  strange 
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fMingl    I  nevw  had  it  bofore;  IvoaderiAtt 
jk  oomes  from  V 

**  T  is  God  maaaa^ng  yoa.  m  mtnmitf, 
Hett^ ;  M  mdi  it  (ni|^t  to  bo  hmhatni  mA 
nspected.  ¥«■.  we  skaO  meet  i^ln,  Aov^  it 
mny  be  a  long  tiwe  fin^  and  in  a  &r  Aitait 
fend." 

**  Do  yoB  mean  to  be  buried  in  the  Uc^  to*} 
If  M,  tint  may  aoooont  for  the  &c£iig." 

<«"r  it  Uttb  likely,  gal;  >t  is  bttk  tikdj: 
but  there  'b  a  region  for  Christian  sod^  when 
there's  no  lakes  nor  woods,  they  say;  tfaoDgh 
why  there  should  be  none  of  the  /at/,  is  more 
than  1  can  account  for  ;  seeing  that  pleasantiKii 
and  peace  is  the  object  in  view.  My  grave  vill 
be  foand  in  the  forest,  most  likely,  but  I  hopt 
my  spirit  will  not  be  far  irom  your'n." 

"  So  it  must  be,  then.  I  am  too  weak-minded 
to  understand  these  things,  but  I  /eel  tlul 
you  and  I  will  meet  agun.  Sister,  where  sre 
you  ?  I  can't  see,  now,  any  thing  but  darkness. 
It  must  be  night,  surely !" 

"  Oh !  Hetty,  I  am  here  at  your  aide  ;  th«se 
are  my  arms  that  are  round  you,"  sobbed  Judith. 
"  Speak,  dearest;  is  there  any  thing  yon  wish 
to  say,  or  have  done,  iu  this  awful  moment  f '' 

By  this  time  Hetty's  sight  had  entirely  Med 
her.  Nevertheless,  death  approached  with  less 
than  usual  of  its   horrors,   as  if  in    tendemesi 


TBB    DEKBSLATKIU  307 

to  one  of  her  half-endowed  faculties.  She  was 
pale  as  a  corpse,  but  her  breathing  was  easy 
and  unbroken ;  while  her  voice,  though  lowered 
almost  to  a  whisper,  remained  clear  and  distinct. 
When  her  sister  put  this  question,  however, 
a  blush  diffused  itself  over  the  features  of  the 
dpng  girl;  so  faint,  however,  as  to  be  nearly 
imperceptible ;  resembling  that  hue  of  the  rose 
which  is  thought  to  portray  the  tint  of  modesty, 
rather  than  the  dye  of  the  flower  in  its  richer 
bloom.  No  one  but  Judith  detected  tltis  ex- 
pression of  feeling,  one  of  the  gentle  expressions 
of  womanly  sensibility,  even  in  death.  On  her, 
however,  it  was  not  lost,  nor  did  she  conceal  from 
herself  the  cause. 

"  Hurry  is  here,  dearest  Hetty,"  whispered 
the  sister,  n-ith  her  face  so  near  the  sufferer 
as  to  to  keep  the  words  from  other  ears.  "  Shall 
I  tell  him  to  come  and  receive  your  good 
wishes  i" 

A  gentle  pressure  of  the  hand  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  then  Hurry  was  brought  to  the 
side  uf  the  pallet.  It  is  probable  that  this  hand- 
some, but  rude  woodsman  had  never  before  found 
himself  so  awkwardly  placed,  though  the  inclina- 
tion which  Hetty  felt  for  him  (a  sort  of  secret 
yielding  to  the  instincU  of  nature,  rather  than  any 
unbecoming  impulse  of  an  ill-regulated  imagina- 
tion) was  too  pure  and  unobtrusive  to  have 
created  the  slightest  suspicion  of  the  circumstance 
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in  (lis  mind.    He  allowed  Judith  to  put  hii 
colossal  band  betrccn  thou  of  Hetty,  uul 
waiting  th«  result  in  awkward  ailcncc. 

"This  ia  Hurry,  dearest,"  whispered Ji 
bending  ova  her  nater,  aahamed  to  utter  tfai 
worda  M  as  to  be  audible  to  beradf ;  "  apcalt  to 
him,  nnd  let  him  go." 

'MVhat  shall  1  say,  Judith  ?'* 

"  Nay,  whfttcTer  your  own  pure  apttit  tocboi 
nty   love.      TVust  to  that,    and    yoa    Deed 
iiuthing.'' 

"  Good  bye,  Hurry*' — murmured  the  girl,  will 
a  gentle  pressure  of  Ua  liand — "  1  wish 
would  try  and  be  more  like  OeenlAyer." 
I'hcse  words  were  uttered  with  d' 
a  faint  flush  Boooeeded  them  for  a  single  insi 
tlien  tlie  hand  was  relinquished,  and  U 
tunieil  her  fnce  audc,  as  if  done  with  tlte 
The  mysterious  feeling  thnt  had  bound  her 
tlie  young  man,  a  sentiment  so  gentle  aa  to 
almost  imperceptible  to  herself,  and  whidt 
never  have  existed  at  all,  had  her  reason 
sessed  more  command  orer  her  sense 
ercr  lost  in  tlioughts  of  a  more  elevated,  thoogl 
scarody  of  a  purer  character. 

"  Of  what  arc  you  thinking,  my  aweet  nsUr }' 
whispered  Judith, — "  tell  me,  that  1  may  aid  yo« 
at  this  moment.'* 

"  Mother — I    SCO    mother,  now,    and 
beings  around  her  in  the  lake.    Why  isn't  &tha 
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there  ? — If  s  odd,  that  I  can  see  mother,  when  1 
can't  see  you  I — Farewell,  Judith." 

The  last  words  were  uttered  after  a  pause, 
and  her  sister  had  hung  over  her  for  some  time,  in 
anxious  watchfulness,  before  she  perceived  that 
the  gentle  spirit  had  departed.  Thus  died, 
Hetty  Hutter,  one  of  those  mysterious  links 
hetween  the  material  and  immaterial  world, 
which,  while  they  appear  to  be  deprived  of 
so  much  that  is  esteemed  and  necessary  for  this 
state  of  being,  draw  so  near  to,  and  offer  so 
beautifid  an  illustration  of  the  truth,  purity, 
and  simplicity  of  another. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

"  A  buao's  cliflde  tobebegylde:  it  were  BcoiMddlltt 
To  be  fcliiwe  irith  ad  oulUwe;  Almighly  Gad  fotMcl 
Tm«  bdU.'r  verr,  the  poor  Bf^uy^rc,  aLone  to  torai  jtA» 
nui  jn  tLiJdi  amy,  latMLa  day,  ik^  ^  imf  wimJ  dtii 

Yc,  *«•  bMrq«d  iiAmftif^  Sood  BSfd^  *■  feMi  Miita 
I  Ma 

II,  that  1  lo  tlie  gnae  wode  go,  alone,  ■  butfilwd  mu.' 

KOTBKOWHB  HltVI. 

Th8  day  that  followed  proved  to  be  mdan- 
choly,  though  one  of  much  activity.  The 
soldiers,  who  bad  so  lately  been  employed 
in  interring  their  victims,  were  now  called  on 
to  bury  their  own  dead.  The  scene  of  the 
morning  had  left  a  saddened  feeling  on  all  the 
gentlemen  of  the  party ;  and  the  rest  felt  the 
influence  of  a  similar  sensation  in  a  variety  of 
w&ys,  and  from  many  causes.  Hour  dragged 
on  after  hour,  until  evening  arrived,  and  then 
came  the  last  melancholy  offices  in  honoor  at 
poor  Hetty  Hutter.  Her  body  was  laid  in 
the  lake,  by  the  side  of  that  of  the  mother  she 
had  so  loved  and  reverenced;  the  surgeon, 
though  actually  an  unbeliever,  so  &r  comply- 
ing with  the  received  decencies  of   life,    as  to 
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^K«d  tl>o  fun«rul  service  over  her  grave,  aa  be 

\htiii   prCTiousI}*  dune  over   those    of  the   other 

Chritlian   >lniii.       It  mattered   not; — that    ■!!• 

^■e«ng    eye    which    rends   the  heart,  could   not 

k&il     to    diacriminate    between    the   living    and 

the  <Iead>   and  the  gentle  soul  of  the  imfoTta- 

giri   was  already  ia  removed  bcjrond   the 

terrors    or     deoqitions    of    any    human     ritual. 

iTheHe  »imple  rilex,    however,   were  not   wholly 

I  Wanting  in  Huiuble  accoinpaniments.    The  tean 

fof   Judith    and    Hint  flowed   freely,  and   Ueer- 

I  aUycr  gtoed  upon    the   limpid   water   that  nuw 

flowed   over  one  whose  spirit  was    even   purer 

ktban  its  own  tnountjun  springs,   with  glistening 

eyes.       Even    the    Delaware    turned     aside    to 

conceal  his  weakness,    while  llic  common  tnen 

gazed  on  the  cereniony  with  wondering  eyes  and 

chastened  feelings. 

The  business  of  the  day  dosed  with  this  piooi 
office.  fiy  urder  of  the  commiin<ling  uBiocr, 
all  retired  early  to  rest,  fur  it  was  intended  to 
'  begin  the  march  homeward  with  the  return 
of  light.  One  party,  indeed,  bearing  the 
wounded,  the  prisoners,  and  the  trophies,  had 
left  the  castJe  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  under  the 
guidance  of  Hurry,  intending  to  rcacli  the 
fort  by  .ihurler  m»rrhe».  It  had  been  landed 
on  ibe  point  so  ofu-n  mentioned,  or  tluit  de- 
scribed  in  our  opening  pages;    and,   when  the 
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«un   Mt,    waa  already   encsmped   oo  tbe  hn 
of  the   long,    broken,   and   ridg^  tiilb  Out  U 
Avnj  towardi  the  vsUev  of  the  Moluwk.   Ite 
dqiartune  of  this  detachment  bad  gn^j  ■■»■ 
plifiod   the   duty  of    the    socceedinj;   day,  ^ 
encumbering    its     march    of    its     baggagt  aii 
voundcd,    and  otherwise   leaving  him  vita  M 
inued  the  order,  greater  liberty  of  action. 

Judith  held  no  oommunicatioa  intfa  any 
but  Ilikt,  after  tlte  death  of  her  tti^tfr,  oalilibc 
retired  for  the  night.  Her  sorrow  had  beea  n- 
spected,  and  both  the  femalea  had  licen  left  villi 
the  body,  unintruded  on,  to  the  Ia«t  moiMnL 
The  rattling  of  the  dram  broke  the  aalenee  of 
that  tranquil  vater,  and  the  echoes  of  the 
were  heard  among  the  mountains,  so  aoon 
the  ceremony  was  over,  as  to  preclude  the  danger 
of  interruption.  That  star  which  IimI  beeo  the 
guide  of  llUt,  roM  on  a  scene  as  silent  as  if  tb 
quiet  of  nature  had  never  yet  been  dtstorbrd,  bf 
the  labours  or  passions  of  man.  •  One  sutittfy 
sentinel,  n-itli  his  rclicf>  paced  the  p! 
throughout  the  night ;  and  morning  was 
in,  as  usual,  by  the  martial  beat  of  the  r^reiUJ. 

Military  precision   had  now  saoceeded  to 
desultory  proceedings  of  border-men,  and 
a   hasty   and   frogal    breakfast  was    uken,    tha 
party  began   its  moTcment   towards    tbe 
with  a  regularity  and  order,  that  preYeoted 
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confusion.  Of  all  the  oiliccn,  Warlcy  nlonc 
itaincd.  Craig  headed  the  dGtac)i[ncnt  in 
Ivance;  ThumtMn  was  with  tlic  wounded, 
Graham  hud  accom|)nnicd  his  patients,  as 
liter  of  course.  Even  the  chest  of  Huttcr, 
all  the  more  raluKblu  of  his  effects,  had 
en  borne  away ;  leaving  nothing  behind  thnt 
worth  the  labour  of  a  renio^'nl.  Judith 
ru  not  Norry  to  see  that  the  captain  reH|i£(!ted 
feelings,  and  that  he  occupied  himscif  eii- 
ely  with  the  duty  of  bis  command,  kanng 
tn  her  own  discretion  and  feelings.  It  was 
mderstood  hy  all  that  the  place  was  to  be  totally 
idniicd ;  but,  beyond  Uiis>  no  exptanationsi 
:  aalted  or  given. 

soldiers  embarked  in  the  ark,  with  the 
captain  at  their  licsd.  He  had  inquired  of 
Judith  in  what  way  she  chose  to  proceed,  and 
[understanding  licr  wish  to  remain  with  Hiat 
I  to  the  last  moment,  he  ndlhcr  molested  her 
t'with  requests,  nor  offended  her  witii  advice. 
fTherc  was  but  one  safe  and  familiar  trail  tn 
the  Mohawk;  and  on  that,  at  the  proper  Iwur, 
I  be  doubted  not  that  they  should  meet  in  amit)*, 
i  if  not  in  renewed  intercourse. 

n'hen  all  were   on  hoard,    tlic   sweeps  were 

manned,     and  the   ark   moved  in   its    slaggtsh 

manner,    towards  the  distant  point.     Dccrslayer 

.  md  Cliingacligook  nonr  lifted  two  of  the  canoes 
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from  die  wtter,  mi  flawd  ^mb  ia:  Urn  orfk 
Tbe  imdovi.aud-doclr  were  i^Mi'bMiii^  ai 
tke  houM  wts  left  by  bmuu  of  Ois  tap^  h 
the  mniwr  already  deaorifaed.  Oa  ^frittag 
the  peliaadea.  Hurt  wu  aeen  ■■  A* 
ouMe,  'wbAra  Ae  Delaware  imnadiitd 
hw,  sad  paddled  8my>  leeTiug  Jafidi 
aknte  on  tlie  pbtfonD.  Owa^  ta'tiiii  pinapk 
pcooeeding,  Deenlayer  foend  tdiarfC  rim 
wiA  the  beaotifid,  and  stiU  neeping  — amr. 
Too  nrnplo  to  soBpect  any  (Un^  Ae  yt«g 
man  swept  the  light  boat  round,  and  receind 
its  mistress  in  it,  when  he  followed  the  course 
already  taken  by  his  friend. 

The  direction  to  the  point,  led  diagomdij 
past,  and  at  no  great  distance  from,  the  gnves 
of  the  dead.  As  the  canoe  glided  by,  Judith, 
for  the  first  time  that  morning,  spoke  to  her 
companion.  She  said  but  little ;  merely  uttoii^ 
a  simple  request  to  stop,  for  a  minute  or  two,  en 
she  left  the  place. 

"  I  may  never  see  this  spot  again,  Deerskrer," 
she  said,  "  and  it  contains  the  bodies  of  my  mo- 
ther and  sister  I  Is  it  not  possible,  think  yon, 
that  the  innocence  of  one  of  these  beings  may 
answer,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  for  the  salvatioD  of 
both  ?" 

"  I  don't  understand  it  so,  Judith ;  thouj^  I'm 
no  missionary,  and  am  but  poorly  taught.     Eadt 
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•pint  ftnsweni  for  its  own  backsliditi^s ;  though  u 
beaity  rcpcntanoc  utII  satisfy  God'a  laws." 

"Then  mtat  my  poor,  poor  mother,  be  in 
"lieavfji ! — Bitterly — bitterly — has  she  repented  of 
Iter  sins ;  and  surely  her  sufferings  in  this  life, 
ought  to  count  as  something  against  her  suiferitigs 
in  the  next  1" 

**AI1  this  goes  beyond  me,  Judith. — 1  strive 
lo  do  ri^ht  here,  as  the  bureat  means  of  beeping 
bU  right  hcrcsAcr.  Ilctty  was  oncouinion,  ah 
all  that  know'd  her  must  allow;  and  ber  soul 
WM  as  fit  to  consort  with  uigcls,  the  hour 
it  led  its  body,  as  that  of  any  saint  in  the 
Bible  ■" 

"  I  do  beliere  you  only  do  her  justice  I  Alaa ! 
—Alas !— tlitkt  llierc  sould  be  so  great  dif- 
ferences between  those  who  were  nursi»l  at  tlie 
nmc  breast,  slept  in  the  same  bed,  and  dwdt 
under  the  same  roof  !  But  no  matter— move 
tlic  canoe  a  little  farther  nwt,  Decrslaycr ;— the  sun 
so  daxzle)!  my  eyes  tlutt  I  cannot  see  the 
gnvM.  This  is  Ilett/'a  on  the  riglit  of  mo- 
ther's ?" 

•*  Sartain — you  ashed  that  of  us ;  and  all  are 
^lad  lo  do  as  you  wish,  Judith,  when  you  do  tiiat 
whicli  is  right.** 

The  girl  gazed  at  him  near  a  minute,  in  silent 
attention,  then  she  turned  hereyea  backward,  at 
the  castle. 

p  2 
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*''niis  lake  will  sooo  be  entirely  deserted,"  «ie 
■aid, — "  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  it  nitl 
be  a  more  secure  dwelling-place  thia  em. 
What  has  so  lately  happened  \nll  prcreal  Ot 
Iroqnou  ^ax  WBturiag  agaia  to  vimt  il^  Jha 
long  time  to  oome.'* 

"That  it  will ! — ^yea,  that  may  be  aet  do**  ■ 
■ettled.  I  do  not  mean  to  pass  tfaia  a  way,  agf^ 
so  long  as  the  war  lasts ;  for,  to  my  wad,  ■• 
Huron  moccasin  will  leave  its  {Mint  oa  tiie  Imhs 
of  this  fores^  until  their  traditioiis  have  fo^ot^  ' 
to  tell  their  young  men  of  their  di^race  and 
root" 

"  And  do  yon  so  delight  in  violence  and  blood- 
shed ?  I  had  thought  better  of  you,  Deerslayer^ 
believed  you  one,  who  could  find  his  b^piuess 
in  a  quiet  domestic  home,  with  an  attacfaed  and 
loving  wife,  ready  to  study  your  wishes,  and 
healthy  and  dutiful  children,  anxious  to  follow  in 
your  footsteps,  and  to  become  as  honest  and  just 
as  yourself." 

"  Lord,  Judith,  what  a  tongue  you're  mistress 
of!  Speech  and  looks  go  band  in  band,  like; 
and  what  one  can't  do,  the  other  is  pretty  sartain 
to  perform  !  Such  a  gal,  in  a  month,  might  sptul 
the  stoutest  warrior  in  the  Colony." 

"And  am  I,  then,  so  mistaken  ?  Do  you  reafly 
love  war,  Deerslayer,  better  than  tbe  hearth,  and 
the  affections?'' 
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"]  andcrttand  your  meaning,  gal;   yes,  1  do 
loderstand  what  you  mean,  I  bclicTC,  though   I 
ion't  think  you  altogether  understand  me.     Wor- 
I  may  now  call  myself,   I  suppose,  for  IVc 
h  fou't  and  conquered,  which  is  sufficient  for 
name ;  neither  will  I  deny  that  I've  feeJin's 
'  the  callin',  which  is  both  manful  and  honoura- 
ble, when  carried  on  accordin'  to  nat'ral  gifts ;  but 
Tre  no  relish  for  hlood.     Youth  ia  youth,  bow- 
er, and  a  Mingo  is  a  Mingo.     If  the  young 
Itmea  of  this  region  stood   by,   and  suffered  the 
[Tagabonds  to  oi-errun  the  land,  why,  wo  might  as 
well  as  all  turn   Frciichers  nt  once  and  gire  up 
country  and  kin.      I'm  no  fire-eater,  Judith,  or 
one  that  Ukcs  fightin'  for  tightin's  sake ;    but    I 
I  can  sec  no  great  difference  atwcen  yiirti*'  up  ter- 
rilory  afore  a  war,  out  of  a  dread  f\f  iror,  and 
^vin'  W  up  after  a  vrar,  because  we  cm'l  help  it — 
ouien  it  be  thai  the  last  u  the  matt  manful  and 
honourable." 

"  No  woman  would  orcr  wish  to  see  her  hus- 
band, or  brother  stand  by,  and  submit  to  insult 
and  wrong,  Dcerslayer,  however  she  might  mourn 
the  necessity  of  his  running  into  the  dangers  of 
battle.  But  you've  done  enough  already,  in 
clearing  this  region  of  llie  Hurons ;  since  to  you 
is  principally  owing  the  credit  of  our  late  ridory. 
Now,  listen  to  mc  patiently,  and  answer  mc  with 
that  native  honesty,  which  it  is  as  pleasant  to 
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know  tliat  what  I  Bin  sbout  to  say  might  be 
[tDisuiidcnitoad  br  most  men,  but  I  hope  for  » 
Igencrous  constnitrtion  of  my  course  from  ycm* 
»We  arc  not  here,  dwelling  amoag  the  arts  and 
[deceptions  of  tlie  settlements,  but  young  people 
[irho  have  no  occaiiion  to  deceiw.  each  other  in 
■  any  manner  or  form.  1  hope  I  make  myaelf 
londcrstood?" 

"Sartain,  Judith}  few  con%-arTC  better  than 
Ljoonelf,  and  none  more  agreeable,  like.  Yoor 
jvords  are  an  pleiuant  as  your  looks." 

**  It  is  the  manner  in  whicli  you  Itave  >o  often 
praise<l  those  looks,  tliat  gives  nic  courage  to  pro- 
ceed. Still,  Decrslaycr,  it  is  not  eaxy  for  one  of 
my  sex  and  years,  to  forget  all  her  lessons  of  in- 
IsRcy,  all  her  habits,  and  her  natural  iliSidcnce, 
and  say  openly  what  licr  heart  feels  I" 

"  Why  not,  Juditli  f  Why  shouldn't  women 
fu  well  as  men  deal  faiHy  and  honestly  by  their 
fellow  creator's  ?  I  ace  no  reason  why  you  should 
not  apeak  as  plainly  as  myself,  where  there  is  any 
tiling  ra'ally  important  to  be  said." 
I  This  indomitable  diffidence,  which  still  pre- 
Tented  tlie  young  man  from  suspecting  the  truth, 
would  have  completely  diseoura^ed  the  girl,  liad 
not  her  whole  soul,  as  well  as  her  whole  lieart,  been 
set  ujion  making  a  desperate  effort  to  rescue 
herself  from  a  future  that  she  dreaded  witJi  n 
horror  as  rivid,  as  the  distinctness  with  whvelt 
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dM  ftnued  she  foresaw  it.     'Hiis  motiTe,  hawrmt 
.mwd  her  above  bU  common  oonadera^ans,  ni 
■the  petscTcred  eren  to  h«r  omt  sorprue,  if  not  Id 
ber  great  ooo&wifm. 

'^  I  Wai-^  ,  M^  dol  U  {dunly  iridl  70B,  M  1 

would  widi  posr,  dear  Hetty,  wen  Aat  nMt 
ofaildGTiiig!*'  ihe  continaed,  turning  pde,  Mtaid 
of  blosbing,  &a  high  resolation  by  wlucb  die  m 
prompted  rcMnii^  the  efiiact  that  sndi  r  pna- 
dure  would  or^narily  produce  on  one  of  bar  nx; 
**  yes,  I  will  smother  ill  otber  feeBng^  in  dw 
one  that  is  now  uppermost!  Too  love  the  woods 
and  the  life  that  we  pass,  here>  in  the  wilder- 
ness, away  from  the  dwellings  and  towns  of  the 
whites," 

"  As  I  loved  my  parents,  Judith,  wh«i  they 
was  living!  This  very  spot  would  be  all  crea- 
tion to  me,  could  this  war  be  foirly  over,  once; 
and  the  settlers  kept  at  a  distance." 

"  Why  quit  it,  then  ?  It  has  no  owner— at 
least  none  who  can  dsim  a  better  right  than  mine, 
and  that  I  freely  give  to  you.  Were  it  a  Idngdran, 
Deerslayer,  I  think  I  should  delight  to  say  the 
same.  Let  us  then  return  to  it,  after  we  han 
seen  the  priest  at  the  fort,  and  never  quit  it  again, 
until  God  calls  us  away  to  that  world  where  ve 
shall  find  the  spirits  of  my  poor  mother  and 
sister." 

A  long,   thoughtful  pause   succeeded;  Joditfa 
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ing  covered  her  face  with   hoth  her    hnnds, 

forcing  hcmelf  to  utter  %a  plain  a  proposal, 

land    Dcentlnj-er   musing  cquslly   in   sorrow  and 

surprisi:,  nil  the  meaning  of  the  language   he  had 

juiit  hcar<l.      At    leugtli    the  hunter  broke   the 

silence,  speaking  in  a  tune  tltat  was  softerKd  to 

IgeotlcneHs  by  bis  desire  not  to  olTend. 

*'  You  haven't  thought  well  of  this,  Judith,"  be 

[said — "  no,  your  fecbn's  arc  awakened  by  all  that 

'  lia»  lat<-ly  hnppencd,  and  bclterio'  yourself  to  be 

without  kindred  in  tlic  world,  you  arc  in  too  great 

liaste  to  tind  some  to  till  tlic  places  of  tliem  that's 

lort." 

"  Were  I  living  in  a  crowd  of  friends.  Deer- 
slayer,  1  should  still  think  us  I  think.-^-say  as  I 
now  say,"  returned  Juditli,  speaking  with  her 
bands  atiU  shading  her  lovely  face. 

"  Thank  you.  gal — thank  you,  from  tlic  bottom 
of  my  heart.  Howscvcr,  1  am  not  one  to  take 
adTantai^c  of  a  weak  moment,  when  you're  for- 
getful of  your  own  great  advantages,  and  fancy 
'artli  and  all  It  holds,  is  in  tliis  little  canoe.  No 
— no — Juditl),  't  would  be  oni^ncrous  in  me; 
what  you've  offered  can  never  come  to  pass !" 

"  It  all  may  be,  and  that  without  leaving  cauxc 
of  ropcnunce  Lo  any,"  aitswered  Juditli,  witti  an 
impetuosity  of  feeling  and  manner,  lliatalonce 
unveiled  her  eyes.  "  We  can  cause  the  soldiers 
ve  our  goods  on  tl»c  road,  till  we  return, 
P  S 


an 

vlioi  tiliey  can   easily  be  brotiglit  bads  tu  de 
hooM  {  the  lake   will  be  no  more  risited  by  tbe 
•oemyj  this  war  at  leasts  all  your   sVin;  maj  tiB 
iMdilyiold  It  the  giznan.    TboefM  aah^ 
the  iinr  Bwenaiin  «•  shall  want,  ftr  I  «Uh  MMT 
to  setttiw  qMt«g«fai  (  and  DMnlqp">*Bddaltta 
girl,  BmiHng  nitb  «  BWeetaw  lodl  imIh<  Ikit 
the  young  ebmi  feand  it  hard  fea  miat;  "ai  a 
jOTof  how  wholly  I  am  and  wiah  to  In  jiwi 
how  completdy  I  denre  to  be  naOmg  but  yav 
wife,  the  Ytry  fint  fin  ^Mt  we  kindle,  after  our 
return,  shall  be  lighted  with  the  brocade  dress, 
and   fed  by  every  article  I  have  that  you  mty 
think  unfit  for  the  woman    yoa  wiah    to  lire 
with  !" 

"Ah's  me  ! — you're  a  winning  and  a  lovely 
creatur',  Judith  ;  yes,  you  are  all  that ;  and  no  one 
can  deny  it,  and  speak  truth.  These  pictnr's  are 
pleasant  to  the  thooghta,  but  they  mightn't  prove 
so  happy  as  you  now  think  'em.  Forget  it  all, 
therefore,  and  let  us  paddle  after  the  Sarpent  and 
Hist,  as  if  nothing  had  been  aaid  oa  the 
subject" 

Judith  was  deeply  mortified ;  and,  what  is 
more,  she  T?as  profoundly  grieved.  Still  there 
was  a  steadiness  and  quiet  in  the  manner  of  Deer- 
slayer,  that  completely  smothered  her  hopes ;  and 
told  her  that  for  once,  her  exceeding  beaaty  had 
failed  to  excite  the  admiration  and  homage  it  wai 
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wont  to  reoeire.      Women  ore   said   »e1dotn  to 

;ire  llioHe  who  slight  Ui«ir  aOv^nces;  l>utthia 
ligtuspirited  and  impetuous  girl  entertained  no 
stuuluw  of  resentment,  theit  or  ever,  agwnst  the 
lair-dvaling  and  ingenuous  liunter.  At  the  mo- 
ment, tliG  prcraUing  feeling  was  the  wish  to  be 
certain  that  there  was  no  misunderstanding. 
AAer  aootlior  painful  pause,  therefore,  she  brought 
the  matter  to  an  issue,  bj  a  questioa  too  direct  to 
admit  of  equivocation. 

"  God  forbid  that  wc  lay  up  regrets,  in  after 
life,  through  any  want  of  sincerity  now,''  slic 
■aid.  "  1  hope  we  understand  each  other,  at 
least.  You  will  not  accept  me  for  a  wife,  Decr- 
alayer?" 

»  "Kb  better  for  both  that  I  sltouldn't  take  ad- 
vantage of  your  own  forgctfiilncss,  Judith.  Wo 
can  never  msiry.'* 

"  You  do  not  love  me, — cannot  6nd  it  in  your 
heart,  pcrhaj»s,  to  esteem  me,  Dccrslaycr !" 

"  Everything  in  the  way  of  fri'ndship,  Juditli 
— every  thing,  even  to  sarvices  and  life  itaelf. 
Yes,  I'd  risk  as  much  for  you  at  this  moment,  as 
I  would  risk  in  bohaU*  of  Hist ;  and  that  is  sayin' 
■smueh  as  I  can  say  in  favour  of  any  darter  of 
woman.  I  do  not  think  I  feel  towards  either — 
mind,  I  aay  rilher,  Judith— as  if  1  wished  to  quit 
father  and  mother — if  father  and  mother  was 
Uvln'j  whicli,    however,  neitlicr  is— but  if  both 
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wu  Uving,  1  do  not  feel  towards   uiy  mmu) 
if  I  wubed  to  qoifr  'am  ia  otdar  to 

"lliisii  enonghl"  anawerad  Jwfidi,  mt  n- 
boked  and  amotbered  Toioe  j  **  I  nndentnd  il 
tiiat  yoa  mean.  Mury  yoo  eanno^  vitknt 
loving ;  and  diat  lore  yon  do  not  ftal  fer  wt. 
Make  no  anawar,  if  I  am  right;  Im-I  AA^m- 
derataiid  yonr  atlenoe.  Tkat  will  be  fmtA 
cotoagh  of  itaelf.' ' 

Deenlayer  obeyed  bar,  nut  be  madb  ao  r^. 
For  more  than  a  minute,  the  girl  riveted  ber 
bright  eyes  on  him,  as  if  to  read  his  soul ;  while 
he  sat  playing  with  the  water,  like  a  corrected 
school-boy.  Then  Judith  herself  drojiped  the 
end  of  her  paddle,  and  oiged  the  canoe  away  fnm 
the  spot,  with  a  movement  as  reluctant  as  the 
feelings  which  controll.ed  it.  Deerslayer  quietly 
aided  the  effort,  however,  and  they  were  soon  cm 
the  trackless  line  taken  by  the  Delaware. 

In  their  way  to  the  point,  not  another  syllable 
was  exchanged  between  Deerslayer  and  his  &ir 
companion.  As  Judith  sat  in  the  bow  of  the 
canoe,  her  back  was  turned  towards  him,  else 
it  is  probable  its  expression  might  have  induced 
him  to  venture  some  soothing  terms  of  friendship 
and  regard.  Contrary  to  what  would  have 
been  expected,  resentment  was  still  absent,  though 
the  colour  frequently  changed  from  the  deep  fiush 
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of  mortification  to  the  paleness  of  disappoint- 
ment. Sorrow,  deep,  hcart-lclt  sorrow,  liovrcrcr, 
was  the  predominant  emotion,  unci  tluH  was  be- 
tro}-ed  in  a  maimer  not  to  be  mistaken. 

As  iieitlier  laboured  liard  at  tlie  paddle,  the 
ark  had  already  arrived,  and  tlie  soldiers  had 
disembarked,  before  Uic  canoe  of  the  two  loiterers 
readied  the  point.  Cliitigachgook  had  preceded 
it,  and  was  alreadjr  some  distance  in  the  wood, 
at  a  spot  where  the  two  tiBils,  that  to  the  garrison, 
and  that  to  tlic  TilUges  of  tlio  Delawares.  sepa- 
rated. The  soldiers,  too,  had  taken  up  tlicir  line 
of  march;  tirst  setting  the  ark  adrift  ag&in,  with 
a  reckless  disregard  of  its  fate.  All  this  Judith 
saw ;  but  she  heeded  it  not.  The  Glimmcrglasa 
had  nu  longer  any  charms  for  her :  and  when 
she  put  her  foot  on  the  strand,  she  immediately 
proceeded  on  the  trail  of  the  soldiers,  vithoat 
casting  a  single  glance  behind  her.  Kven  Hist 
was  pasM'd  uTuioticed  ;  that  modest  young  crea- 
ture shrinking  from  the  averted  &oe  of  Judith,  as 
if  guilty  herself  of  some  wrongdoing. 

"  Witit  you  here,  Sarpent,"  said  Deerslayer, 
aa  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  tlie  dejected 
beauty,  while  passing  his  friend,  "  1  will  just 
•ee  Judith  among  her  party,  and  come  and  j'tne 
you." 

A  handled  yards  had  hid  tlie  couple  from  tliose 
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in  front,  M  mil  H  Aom  fai  tWr  tmr,  riM 
Jvffitn  tuBsd  ma  ^>wc 

«  Thia  wffl  do,  Damiiyw,^  ib*  arid  a^ 
"  I  ondentMid  ytm  tandw,  bat  lAifl  Mt 
imd  H.  In  s'finr  mamtcu,  I  «ImB  icm^  Ob 
iddion.  Ak  }oa  eutnot  go  wilk  me  on  Ife 
3001017  of  life,  I  do  not  villi  yos  to  go  finliv 
on  tills.  Bnt,  rtop;  befim  vo  pnr^  I  wmH 
aak  pn  «  aii^'  qantkm.  And  I  icfd»  <f 
700,  M  70K  four'  God,  and  lenranoo  tfas  ti^ 
Mrt  to  deorire  me  in  tout  answer.  I  know  yoa 
do  not  love  another;  and  I  can  see  bnt  one 
reason,  why  you  cannot,  will  not  lore  me.  Tdl 
me,  then,  Deerslayer — "  The  girl  paused,  the 
wordH  she  was  about  to  otter,  seeming  to  choke 
her.  Then,  rallying  all  her  resolution,  with  ■ 
face  that  flushed  and  paled  at  every  breath  the 
drew,  she  continued  j  "  Tell  me,  then,  Deerslayer, 
i£  any  thing  light  of  me,  that  Henry  March  has 
sud,  may  not  have  influenced  your  feelings  ?' 

Truth  was  the  Deerslayer'a  polar-star.  He 
ever  kept  it  in  view ;  and  it  was  nearly  impossible 
for  him  to  avoid  uttering  it,  even  when  pmdenee 
demanded  silence.  Judith  read  his  answer  in  hu 
countenance ;  and  with  a  heart  nearly  hrokeu 
by  the  consciousness  of  undeserving,  she  signed 
to  him  an  adieu,  and  buried  herself  in  the  woods. 
For  some  time,  Deerslayer  was  irresolute  as  lu 
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his  course ;  bat,  in  the  cad,  lie  retraced  his 
Btepa  and  joined  the  Delaware.  That  night,  tite 
*  camped"  on  the  head  waters  of  tlieir 
own  river,  and  the  succeeding  evening  U)e>*  entered 
tbe  Tillage  of  the  tribe;  Ching»cbgook  and  his 
betrotlied  in  tnumpli ;  their  companion  honoured 
and  admired,  but  in  u  sorrow  that  it  required 
months  of  activity  to  remove. 

The  war  that  tlien  had  its  ri*e  was  stirring  and 
blood}*.  The  Delaware  chief  rose  among  his 
people,  until  his  name  was  never  mentioned 
without  eulogiuma ;  white  another  Uncas,  tin 
last  of  his  race,  was  added  to  the  long  line  of 
warriors  who  bore  that  distinguislied  appellation. 
As  for  the  Ueerslayer,  under  tlie  aobriquet  of 
Hawltcye,  he  made  his  fame  spread  far  and  near, 
until  tlie  crack  of  his  rifle  became  as  terrible 
to  the  cars  of  the  Mingos,  as  the  thunders  of 
tlie  Manitou.  Hi«  aervices  were  soon  required 
by  tlie  of&ceni  of  tlie  crown,  and  he  especially 
attached  himself,  in  tlie  field,  to  one  in  piarticular, 
with  whose  afler-life  he  had  a  dose  and  important 
connection. 

Fifteen  years  had  passed  away,  ere  it  was  in 
tlie  power  of  the  Dccrsiaycr  to  revisit  tlie  Glim- 
merglass.  A  peace  bad  intervened,  and  it  was 
on  the  ere  of  another  and  still  more  important 
war,  when  he  and  his  constant  friend,  Chingiich- 
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gook,  were  hastening  to  the  forts  to  join  their 
allies.  A  stripling  accompanied  tbeni,  for  Hist 
already  slumbered  beneath  the  pines  of  the 
Delawares,  and  the  three  sorrivors  had  nov 
become  inseparable.  They  reached  the  lake  just 
as  the  sun  was  setting.  Here  all  was  ancb&nged; 
the  river  still  rushed  through  its  bower  of  trees ; 
the  little  rock  was  wasting  away  by  the  sIdt 
action  of  the  waves  in  the  course  of  centuries; 
the  mountains  stood  in  their  native  dress,  daii, 
rich,  and  mysterious;  while  the  sheet  glistened 
in  its  solitude,  a  beautiful  gem  of  the  forest. 

The  following  morning,  the  youth  discovered 
one  of  the  canoes  drifted  on  the  shore  in  a  state 
of  decay.  A  little  labour  put  it  in  a  state  for 
service,  and  they  all  embarked  with  a  desire  to 
examine  the  place.  All  the  points  were  passed, 
and  Chingachgook  pointed  out  to  his  son,  the 
spot  where  the  Hurons  had  first  encamped, 
and  the  point  whence  he  had  succeeded  in 
stealing  his  bride.  Here  they  even  landed;  but 
all  traces  of  the  former  visit  had  disappeared. 
Next  they  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  the  battle, 
and  there  they  found  a  few  of  the  signs  that 
linger  around  such  localities.  Wild  beasts  had 
disinterred  many  of  the  bodies,  and  human  bones 
were  bleaching  in  the  rains  of  sumnier.  Uneas 
regarded  all  with  reverence  and  pity,  though  tra- 
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'  ditions  were  Klrcady  rousing  iiis  young  mind  to 
the  ambition  and  sternness  of  a  warrior. 

Prom  the  point,  the  cnnoc  took  its  n-ajr  townrd 
the  shoni,  wlicrc  tlte  rcinnins  of  Uie  caatle  were 
still  visible,  u  picturesque   ruin.     Tlie  storms  of 

'  winter  Iiiul  long  since  unroofed  tlic  house,  and 
decay  !iad  eaten  into  tlie  logs.  All  the  fastenings 
were  untouclicd,  but  Die  seasons  rioted  in  the 
place,  as  if  in  mockery  at  the  attempt  to  exdude 
them.     The  palisades  were  rotting,  as  were  the 

[piles;  and  it  was  evident, that  a  few  more  re- 
currences of  uinter,  a  few  more  gales  and  tem> 
pcstJt,  would  tweep  nil  into  the  lake,  wid  blot  the 
building  from  the  face  of  that  mi^ifioent  solitude. 
Tlic  gmvc«  could  not  be  found.  Either  tlie 
elements  had  oblitcrat«<l  tlicir  traces,  or  time  had 
caused  those  who  looked  for  tJiem  to  forget  their 
positioit. 
H  The  ark  was  discovered,  stranded  on  the 
eastern  shorv,    where  it   had    long  brfore  been 

(driven,  with  the  prevalent  nortlitvesi  winds.  It 
lay  on  the  sandy  extremity  of  a  long  low  point, 
tliat  is  situated  about  two  miles  from  the  outlet, 
and  which  is  itself  fust  disappearing  before  tho 
action  of  the  element*.  Th«  scow  n-as  filled  with 
water>  the  cabin  unroofed,  and  the  logs  were 
B  decaying.  Some  of  its  cmmer  furniture  still 
remained,  and  the  heart  of  Dcerslayer  beat  quick, 
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u  he  found  ft  libbon  <£  Jnditti'a  flnttcn^  from 
a  log.  It  recalled  all  her  beanty,  an^  «c  msf 
add)  all  her  bilings.  Althousfa  the  gnl  bid 
MTcr  tooded  hia  he«rt,  the  Hawkeys  fiir  n 
ve  oi^t  nov  to  call  bim,  itiU  nJuned  a  Und 
and  aincere  interestin  her  weUare.  He  taKca*^ 
theribboD,  and  knotted  it  to  the  stmi  of  Killdecr, 
vluch  bad  been  the  gift  (^  the  giri  henelf. 

A  few  miles  fiuther  np  the  lake  another  of 
Ac  canoes  vas  discorered;  and,  on  the  point 
vhere  the  party  finally  landed,  irere  foand  thoM 
vhich  XioA  been  left  there  upon  the  shore.  That 
in  which  the  present  navigation  vras  made,  uid 
the  ooe  discovered  on  the  eastern  shore,  had 
dropped  through  the  decayed  floor  of  the  castle. 
diit'ted  past  the  falling  palisades,  and  had  be«n 
thrown  aa  traifs  upon  the  beach. 

From  all  these  signs,  it  was  probable  the 
lake  had  not  been  visited  since  the  occurrence 
of  the  final  scene  of  our  tale.  Accident,  or  tradi- 
tion, had  rendered  it  again  a  spot  sacred  to  nature: 
the  frequent  wars,  and  the  feeble  populatio:i 
of  the  colonies,  still  conSning  the  settlement! 
within  narrow  boundaries.  Chingachgook  and 
liis  friend  left  the  spot  with  melancholy  fijelings. 
It  had  been  the  region  of  their  First  War-PatH, 
and  it  carried  back  the  minds  of  both  to  sc«ne* 
of  tenderness,  as  well  as  to   hours  of  triumph. 
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They  held  their  vmy  towards  the  Mohnwk  in 
silence,  however,  to  rush  into  new  adrenlures,  as 
stirring  and  as  rctuat)ukl>le  as  those  which  hod 
attended  tlidr  opening  career  on  this  lovely  lake. 
At  u  Inter  dny  they  returned  to  tlie  place,  where 
Uie  Indian  found  a  grave. 

'Hnie  and  circumsbtnces  have  drawn  an  im- 
penetrable tnystery  around  alt  olso  connected 
with  the  Hutters.  They  lived,  erred,  died,  and 
arv  forgotten.  None  connected  have  folt  suffix 
dent  interest  in  the  disgraced  and  disgracing,  to 
witlidraw  the  roil ;  and  a  century  is  about  to 
erase  even  the  recollection  of  tiieir  names.  The 
history  of  crime  is  ever  revolting,  and  it  is  forta- 
nate  that  few  love  to  dwell  on  its  inddcnts. 
The  sins  of  tlic  family  have  long  since  been 
arraigned  at  the  judgment-seat  of  God,  or  are 
registered  for  the  terrible  settlement  uf  the  last 
great  day. 

Tlic  same  fate  attended  Judith.  When  Hawk- 
eye  reached  the  garrison  on  the  Mohawk,  be 
inquired  aiixiou^y  after  tliat  lovely  hut  misguided 
crcatorc.  None  knew  hor — even  her  person  wns 
no  liHiger  renicmbcrcd.  Other  officers  ha<l,  again 
and  again,  succeeded  the  Warleys,  and  C'niigs,  end 
Grahams  ;  though  an  old  seigcuit  cf  the  garrison, 
who  had  lately  come  from  England,  was  enabled 
to  tell  our  hero,  that  Sir  Robert  Wurlcy  lived  on 
his  paternal  estates,  and  that  tiicre  was  a  ladjr  of 
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rare  besiity  in  the  lodge  who  had  great  influence 
orer  bim,  though  she  did  not  bear  his  name. 
Whether  this  was  Judith  relapsed  into  her  early 
fuling,  or  some  other  victim  of  the  soldier's, 
Hawkeje  never  knev,  nor  would  it  he  pleasant 
or  pro6tahle  to  inquire.  We  live  in  a  irorld 
of  tran^ressioQS  and  selfishness,  and  no  pictures 
that  represent  us  otherwise  can  be  ixue  ;  4boiigh 
happily  for  human  nature,  gleamings  of  that 
pure  Spirit  in  whose  likeness  man  has  been 
fiishioned,  are  to  be  seen  relieving  its  defonnilies 
and  mitigating,  if  not  excusing,  its  crimes. 


THE    END. 
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